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GENERAL COLLECTION 

OF 

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 


A TOUR IN SCOTLAND , 1769. 

BIT THOMAS PENNANT, ESQ. 


DEDICATION, 

TO SIB, ROGER MOSTYN, BART. Of MOSTYN, FLINTSHIRE. 

Dear Sir, 

A GENTLEMAN well known to the political world in the beginning of the prefent 
century made the tour of Europe, and before he reached Abbeville difcovered 
that in order to fee a country to belt advantage, it was infinitely preferable to travel by 

da I atrnio^hdp making this applicable to myfelf, who, after publilhing three volumes 
of the Zoology of Great Britain, found out that to be able to fpeak with more preci- 
fion of the fubjefts I treated of, it was far more prudent to vifit the y hole th “ P art 
of my country : {truck therefore with the refleaion of having never feen Scotland, i 
inftantly ordered my baggage to be got ready, and in a reafonable time found myfelf 

on the banks of the Tweed. * , a r „ ia- 

As foon as I communicated to you my refolution, with your accuftomed friendlhip 

you wifhed to hear from me: I could give but a partial performance of my promife, 
the attention of a traveller being fo much taken up as to leave very little room for epis¬ 
tolary duties; and I flatter myfelf you will find this tardy execution of my engagement 
more fatisfaflory than the hafty accounts I could fend you on my road. But this is far 

from being' the foie motive of this addrefs. ■ * 

1 have irrefiftible inducements of public and of private nature: to you I owe a 
molt free enjoyment of the little territories Providence had bellowed on me; for by 
a liberal and equal ceffion of fields, and meads and woods, you connected all the di¬ 
vided parts, and gave a full fcope to all my improvements. Every view I take from 
VOL. III. B 
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4 In their memorie Sir Peter Legh of Lyme knight defcended from them finding 
the fayd ould verfes written upon a ftone in this Cbappel did reedifie this place An° 
Dni 1620/ 

After leaving this town* the country almoft inftantly changes and becomes very 
mountainous and barren* at lead: on the furface; but the bowels compenfate^ for the 
external fterility, by yielding a fufficient quantity of coal for the ufe of the neighbour¬ 
ing parts of Chefhire, and for the burning of lime: vafl quantity is made near Buxton, 
and being carried to all parts for the purpofes of agriculture* is become a confiderable 
article of commerce. 

The celebrated warm bath of Buxton * is feated in a bottom* amidft thefe hills, in a 
moft cheerlefs fpot, and would be little frequented, did not Hygeia often refide here* 
and difpenfe to her votaries the chief bleffings of life, eafe and health. With joy and 
gratitude I this moment refieft on the efficacious qualities of the waters \ I recoUeft 
with rapture the return of fpiriis, the flight of pain, and re-animation of my long, long- 
crippled rheumatic limbs. But how unfortunate is it, that what Providence defigned 
for the general good, fliould be rendered only a partial one, and denied to all, except 
the opulent 5 or I may fay to the (comparatively) few that can get admittance into the 
houfe where thefe waters are imprifoned! There are other fprings (Camden fays nine) 
very near that in the Hall, and in all probability of equal virtue* I was informed that 
the late Duke of Devonfliire, not long before his death, had ordered fome of thefe to 
be inclofed and formed into baths. It is to be hoped that his fucceffor will not fail 
adopting fo ufeful and humane a plan; that he will form it on the moft enlarged 
fyftem, that they may open not folely to thofe whom mifufed wealth hath rendered in¬ 
valids, but to the poor cripple, whom honeft labour hath made a burthen to himfelf and 
his country; and to the foldier and failor, who by hard fervice have loft the ufe of 
thofe very limbs which once were adtive in our defence* The honour refulting from 
fuch a foundation would be as great, as the fatisfaftion a riling from a confcioufnefs of 
fo benevolent a work would be unfpeakable. The charms of diffipation would then 
lofe their force; and every human luxury would appear to him infipid, who had it in 
his power thus to lay open thefe fountains of health, and to be able to exult in fuch pa¬ 
thetic and comfortable ftrains as thefe : ct When the ear heard me, then it blefled me; 
and when the eye fa w me, it gave witnefs to me; 

« Becaufe I had delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherlefs, and him that had 
none to help him. 

The bleffing of him that was ready to perilh came upon me, and I caufed the 
widow’s heart to ling for joy* 

<c I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame.” 

After leaving Buxton, pafled through Middleton dale, a deep narrow chafm between 
two vaft cliffs, which extend on each fide near a mile in length : this road is very Angu¬ 
lar, but the rocks are in general too naked to be beautiful. At the end is the fmall 
village of Stoney Middleton; here the profpect opens, and at Barfley-bridge exhibits a 
pretty view of a fmall but fertile vale, watered by the Derwent, and terminated by Chatf- 
worth and its plantations. Arrived and lay at 

Cheflerfield, an ugly town. In this place is a great manufacture of worfted ftockings, 
and another of a brown earthen-ware, much of which is fent into Holland, the country 
which, within lefs than half a century ago, fupplied not only thefe kingdoms but half of 

# The Romans, who were remarkably fond of warm baths, did not overlook thefe agreeable waters : they 
had a bath, inclofed with a brick wall, adjacent to the prefent St. Anne’s well, which Dr. Short, in hie 
EfTay on Mineral Waters, fays was razed in J709. 
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Europe with that commodity. The clay is found near the town, over the bafs or * cherty 
ftratum, above the coal. The fteeple of Chefterfield church is a fpire covered with 
lead, but by a violent wind ftrangely bent, in which (late it remains. In the church are 
fome fine monuments of the Foljambes of Walton. 

At this place may be faid to have expired the war of the barons in the reign of 
Henry III. After the battle of Evelham, Robert Earl Ferrers, and Baldwin Wake 
Baron of Chefter field, attempted once more to make head againft the royal power. 
They rendezvoufed here, but were fuddenly furprifed by the royalifts; Ferrers was 
taken, and Wake fled. The eftate of the firft was forfeited : the fortunes of the laft 
were reftored, after certain mulfts. By the marriage of a filler of one of his defend¬ 
ants with Edmund of Woodftock, this place and Bakewell became the property of his 
daughter, the fair maid of Kent, widow of the Black Prince, and were part of her join¬ 
ture on his deceafe. 

June 27. On the road fide, about three miles from the town, are feveral pits of iron- 
ftone about nine or ten feet deep. The ftratum lies above the coal, and is two feet thick. 
I was informed that the adventurers pay ten pounds per annum to the lord of the foil for 
liberty of railing it; that the labourers have fix Ihillings per load for getting it: each 
load is about twenty ftrikes or bulhels, which yields a ton of metal. Coal in thefe parts 
is very cheap, a ton and a half being fold for five Ihillings. 

Changed horfes at Workfop and Tuxford. In the 1‘outh aifie of the church at Tux- 
ford, beneath a flowery arch, is a very rude relief of St. Lawrence placed on the grid¬ 
iron. By him is a fellow with a bellows blowing the lire, and the executioner going to 
turn him. The zealous Fox in his Martyrology has this very thought, and makes the 
martyr fay in the midft of his fuflerings, “ This fide is now roafted ; turn me, O tyrant 
great!”, Crofted the Trent at Dunham-ferry, where it is broad, but Ihallow: the 
ipring tides flow here, and rife about two feet, but the common tides never reach this 
place. Dunham had been a manor belonging to Edward t the Confeffor, and yielded 
him thirty pounds, and fix fe&aries of honey, valuable when mead was the delicious 
beverage of the rimes. From hence pafs along the Fofs-Dyke, or the canal opened by 
Henry I. $ to form a communication between the Trent and the Witham. It was 
opened || in the year 1121, and extends from Lincoln to Torkefey ; its length is eleven 
miles three quarters, the breadth between dike and dike at the top is about fixty feet, 
at bottom twenty-two : veffets from fifteen to thirty-five tons navigate this canal, and 
by its means a confiderable trade in coals, timber, corn, and wool, is carried on. In 
former times, the perfons who had landed property on either fide were obliged to fcower 
it whenever it was choaked up, and accordingly we find prefentments were made by 
juries in feveral fucceeding reigns for that purpofe. Reach 

Lincoln, an ancient but ill-built city, much fallen away from its former extent. It 
lies partly on a plain, partly on a very fteep hill, on whofe fummit are the cathedral and 
the ruins of the caftle. The firft is a vaft pile of Gothic architecture} within of 
matchlefs beauty and magnificence : the ornaments are exceflively rich, and in the finefl: 
Gothic tafte ; the pillars light, the centre lofty, and of a furprifmg grandeur. The 
windows at the N. and S. ends are very ancient, but very elegant one reprefents a leaf 

* Or flinty. + Thoroton’s Nottinghamfli. 388. £ Dugdaleon embanking, 167. 

1 | I make ufe of this word, as Dr. Stukeley conjectures this canal to have been originally a Roman work ; 
and that another of the fame kind (called the Cars-dike) communicated with it by means of the Witham, 
which began a little below Waflienbro’, three miles from Lincoln, and was continued through the fens as 
far as Peterborough. Stukeley’s Caraufiua, 129 & feq. B. 2 . Ejuld. Account of Richard of Ciren- 
cefter, 56. . ' 

with 
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with its fibres, the other confifts of a number of fmall circles. There are two other 
ancient windows on each fide the great ifle: the others, as I recolleft, are modern. 
This church was, till of late years, much out of repair, but has juft been reftored in a 
manner that does credit to the chapter. 

The profpeft from this eminence is very extenfive, but very barren of objects; a 
vaft flat as far as the eye can reach, confiding of plains not the moft fertile, or of fens* 
and moors: the laft are far lefs extenfive than they were, many being drained, and will 
foon become the belt land in the country; but much ftill remains to be done. The fens 
near Revelby Abby t, eight miles beyond Horncaftle, are of vaft extent; but ferve for 
little other purpofe than the rearing great numbers of geefe, which are the wealth of the 
fenmen. 

During the breeding feafon, thefe birds are lodged in the fame houfes with the inha¬ 
bitants, and even in their very bed-chambers: in every apartment are three rows of 
coarfe wicker pens placed one above another ; each bird has its feparate lodge divided 
from the other, which it keeps pofleflion of during the time of fitting. A perfon, called 
a Gozzard J, attends the flock, and twice a day drives the whole to water; then brings 
them back to their habitations, helping thofe that live in the upper ftories to their nefts, 
without ever mifplacing a Angle bird. 

The geefe are plucked five times in the year ; the fir ft plucking is at Lady-Day, for 
feathers and quills, and the fame is renewed, for feathers only, four limes more between 
that and Michaelmas. The old geefe fubmit quietly to the operation, but the young 
ones are very noify and unruly. I once faw this performed, and obferved that golfings 
of fix weeks old were not fpared; for their tails were plucked, as i was told, to habi¬ 
tuate them early to what they were to come to. If the feafon proves cold, numbers of 
geefe die by this barbarous cuftom.|| 

Vaft numbers are driven annually to London, to fupply the markets; among them, 
all the fuperannuated geefe and ganders (called here Cagmags) which ferve to fatigue 
the jaws of the good citizens, who are fo unfortunate as to meet with them. 

The fen called the Weft Fen, is the place where the ruffs and reeves refort to in the 
greateft numbers § ; and many other forts of water-fowl, which do not require the 
flielter of reeds or rufties, migrate here to breed ; for this fen is very bare, having been 
imperfectly drained by narrow canals, which interfed it for great numbers of miles. 
Thefe the inhabitants navigate in moft diminutive ihallow boats; they are, in fad, the 
roads of the country. 

The Eaft Fen is quite in a ftate of nature, and gives a fpeeimen of the country before 
the introdudion of drainage; it is a vaft trad of morafs, intermixed with numbers of 
lakes from half a mile to two or three miles in circuit, communicating with each other 
by narrow reedy ftraits; they are very Ihallow, none are above four or five feet in 
depth; but abound with fifli, fuch as pike, perch, ruff, bream, tench, rud, dace, roach, 
burbot, fticklebacks, and eels. 

* The Fens, naked a@ they now appears were once well wooded* Oaks have been found buried in them, 
which were fixteen yards long, and five in circumference fir-trees from thirty to thirty-five yards, and a 
foot or eighteen inches fquare. Thefe trees had not the mark of the aat, but appeared as if burnt down by 
fire applied to their lower parts. Acorns and fmall nuts have alfo been found in great quantities in the fame 
places. Dugdale on embanking, 141. 

f Revefby Abby was founded 1142 by W. de Romara* Earl of L.incoln, for Cifleruan monks, and 
granted by H- VIII. an. 30. to Ch. Duke of Suffolk. The founder turning monk was burled here* 
Tanner, 263. J u t* Goofe herd. 

H It wac alfo pradtifed by the ancients. Candidorum alterum vefiigal in pluma. Vtlhniur quibufdam locis 
hk amQ. Plinii, lib. x. c. 33 . { Br. Zool* II. No. 191. 

It 
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It is obfervable, that once in feven or eight years, imraenfe lhoals of fticklebacks ap¬ 
pear in the Welland below Spalding, and attempt coming up the river in form of a vafl 
column. They are fuppofed to be the colleaed multitudes wafhed out of the fens by 
the floods of feveral years, and carried into feme deep hole : when over-charged with 
numbers, they are obliged to attempt a change of place. They move up the river in 
fuch quantities as to enable a man, who was employed in takihg them, to earn, for a 
confiderable time, four {hillings a day, by felling them at a halfpenny per bufliel. They 
were ufed to manure land, and attempts have been made to get oil from them. The 
fen is covered with reeds, the harvefl of the neighbouring inhabitants, who mow them 
annually ; for they prove a much better thatch than ftraw, and not only cottages, but 
many very good houfes are covered with them* Stares, which during winter reiort in 
myriads to rooft in the reeds, are very deftru&xve, by breaking them down, by the vaft 
numbers that perch on them. The people are therefore very diligent in their attempts 
to drive them away, and are at great expence in powder to free themfelves of thefe trou- 
blefome guefts. I have feen a flock of reeds harvefted and flacked worth two or three 
hundred pounds, which was the property of a Angle farmer. 

The birds which inhabit the different fens are very numerous: I never met with a 
finer field for the zoologift to range in. Befides the common wild-duck, of which 
an account is given in another place wild geefe, garganies, pochards, fliovelers, and 
teals breed here. I have feen in the Eaft Fen a fmall flock of the tufted ducks; but they 
feemed to make it only a baiting-place. The pewit gulls and black terns abound; the 
laft in vaft flocks almoft deafen one with their clamors: a few of the great terns, or 
tickets, are feen among them. I faw feveral of the great crefted grebes on the Eaft 
Fen, called there gaunts, and met with one of their floating nefts with eggs in it. 
The Ieffer crefted grebe, the black and duflty grebe, and the little grebe, are alfo in¬ 
habitants of the fens; together with coots, water-hens, fpotted water-hens, water-rails, 
ruffs, redfhanks, lapwings or wipes, red-breafted godwits and whimbrels. The godwits 
breed near Waflienbrough; the whimbrels only appear about a fortnight in May near 
Spalding, and then quit the country. Oppofite to Foffdyke Walk, during fummer, are 
great numbers of avofettas, called there yelpers, from their cry. They hover over the 
fportfman’s head like the lapwing, and fly with their necks and legs extended. 

Knots are taken in nets along the lhores near Foffdyke in great numbers during 
winter; but they difappear in the fpring. 

The fliort-eared owl, Br. Zool. I. No. 66 . vifits the neighbourhood of Waftien- 
brough along with the woodcocks, and probably performs its migrations with thofe 
birds, for it is obferved to quit the country at the fame time: I have alfo received 
fpecimens of them from the Danifti dominions, one of the retreats of the woodcock. 
This owl is not obferved in this country to perch on trees, but conceals itfelf in long 
old grafs ; if difturbed, takes a Ihort flight, lights again, and keeps flaring about, 
during which time its horns are very vifible. The farmers are fond of the arrival of 
thefe birds, as they clear the fields of mice, and will even fly in fearch of prey during 
day, provided the weather is cloudy and mifty. 

But the greateft curiofity in thefe parts is the vaft heronry at Crefli-hall, fix miles 
from Spalding. The herons refort there in February to repair their nefts, fettle there 
in the fpring to breed, and quit the place during winter. They are numerous as rooks, 
and their nefts fo crouded together, that myfelf, and the company that was with me, 

* Br, Zool, II, No- 279* In general» to avoid repetition, the reader is referred to the Britiih Zoology 3 
for a more particular account of animal* mentioned in this Tour, 

counted 
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counted not lefs than eighty in one fpreading oak- I here had an opportunity of de¬ 
tecting my own miftake, and that of other omithologifts, in making two fpecies of 
herons; for I found that the crefted heron was only the male of the other: it made a 
molt beautiful appearance with its fnowy neck and long creft flxeaming with the wind. 
The family who owned this place was of the fame name with thefe birds, which feems 
to be the principal inducement for preferving them. 

In the time of Michael Drayton, 

Here italked the ftately crane, zb though he march'd in war, 

But at prefent this bird is quite unknown in our ifland; but every other fpecies 
enumerated by that obfervant poet ft ill are found in this fenny traft, or its neigh¬ 
bourhood, 

June 28, Vifited Spalding, a place very much refembling, in form, neatnefs, and 
fituation, a Dutch town: the river Welland pafTes through one of the ftreets, a canal 
is cut through another, and trees are planted on each fide* The church is large, and 
the fteeple a fpire. The churches in general, throughout this low traft, are very 
handfome ; all are built of ftone, which mud have been brought from places very re¬ 
mote, along temporary canals; for, in many inftances, the quarries lie at leaft twenty 
miles diftant. But the edifices were built in zealous ages, when the benediftions or 
maledifHons of the church made the people conquer every difficulty that might obftru£t 
thefe pious foundations. The abby of Crow land, feated in the midft of a fliaking fen % 
is a curious monument of the imuperable zeal of the times it was erefted in ; as the 
beautiful tower of Bofton church, vifible from all parts, is a magnificent fpecimen of a 
fine Gothic tafte. 

June 29, Paired near the fite of Swinefhead abby, of which there are not the 
leafl remains. In the walls of a farm-houfe built out of the ruins, you are fliewn the 
figure of a knight Templar, and told it was the monk who poifoned King John ; a fa£t 
denied by our beft hiflorians. This abby was founded in 1134, by Robert de Greflei, 
and filled with Ciftertian monks. 

Returned through Lincoln; went out of town under the Newport-gate, a curious 
Roman work; pafled over part of the heath ; changed horfes at Spittle, and at Gian- 
ford-bridge ; dined at the ferry-houfe on the banfo of the Humber; and, after a 
paffage of about five miles, with a brifk gale, landed at Hull, and reached that night 
Burton-Conflable, the feat of Mr, Conftable, in that part of Yorkihire called HoL 
dernefs; a rich flat country, but excellent for producing large cattle, and a good 
breed of horfes, whofe prices are near doubled fince the French have grown fo fond 
of the Englifh kind. 

Made an excurfion to Hornfea, a fmall town on the coaft, remarkable only for its 
mere, a piece of water about two miles long, and one broad, famous for its pike and 
eels; it is divided from the fea by a very narrow bank, fo is in much danger of being 
fome time or other loft. 

The cliffs on the coaft of Holdernefs are high, and compofed of clay which falls down 
in vaft fragments. Quantity of amber is waftied out of it by the tides, which the 
country people pick up and fell: it is found fometimes in large maffes, but I never 

* This monallery was founded by Ethelbald, king of Mercia, A,D. 716. The ground being too 
marfhy to admit a weighty building of (tone, he made a foundation by driving into the ground valt piles of 
oak ; and caufed more compact earth to be brought in boats nine miles off to lay on them, and form a 
more found foundation. 
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faw any fo pure and clear as that from the Baltic. It is ufually of a pale yellow colour 
within, and prettily clouded ; the outfide covered with a thin coarfe coat. ^ 

July 2, After riding fome miles over a flat grazing country, palled through the 
village of Skipfev, once under the protection of a caftle founded by Drugon or Dm- 
gan, a valiant Flandrian, who came over at the time of the conquefl. The Conqueror 
gave him in marriage one of his near relations ; and as a portion made him lord of 
Holdernefs. Drugon by fome unlucky accident killed his fpoufe ; but, having his wits 
about him, haftened to the King, and informing his Majefty, that his lady and he had 
a great defire to vifit their native country, requelted a fum of money for that purpofe: 
the Conqueror immediately fupplied the wants of Drugon ; who had fcarcely em¬ 
barked, when advice was brought from Skipfey of the death of the lady : purfuit was 
inflantly made but in vain; the artful Flandrian evaded all attempts to bring him to 

iuftice*. . , 

Near this village is a confiderable camp; but I palled too hafluy to determine ot 

what nation. ' . 

A few miles farthei- is Burlington Quay, a fmail town clofe to the fea. There is a 
defign of building a pier, for the protection of fhipping; at prefent there is only a large 
wooden quay, which projects into the water, from which the place takes its name. In 
February 1642, Henrietta, the fpirited confort of Charles I. landed here with arms and 
ammunition from Holland. Batten, a parliament admiral, had in vain tried to inter¬ 
cept Her Majefty; but coming foon after into the bay, brutally fired for two hours at 
the houre where fhe lay, forcing her to take flielter, half-dreifed, in the fields. Nor 
parliament nor admiral were afiiamed of this unmanly deed ; but their hiftorian, the 
moderate Whitelock, feems to blufh for both, by omitting all mention of the affair. 
From hence is a fine view of the white cliffs of Flam borough-head, which extends far to 
the eaft, and forms one fide of the Gabrantvicorum finus portuofus of Ptolemy, a name 
derived from the Britifli Gyfr, on account of the number of goats found there, accord¬ 
ing to the conjecture of Camden. Perhaps, Eua^-*®*, the epithet which Ptolemy 
adds to the bay, is ftill preferved in Sureby, or Sure-bay f, a village a little north of 
Burlington Quay. That the Romans had a naval Ration here, is more ftrongly con¬ 
firmed by the road called the Roman-ridge, and the dikes which go by Maltonto York, 
are vifible in many places, and ended here J. 

A mile from hence is the town of Burlington. The body of the church is large, 
but the fleeple, by fome accident, has been deftroyed ; near it is a large gateway, with 
a noble Gothic arch, the remains of a priory of black canons, founded by Walter de 
Gant, in the beginning of the reign of Henry I. In that of Richard II. in the year 
1388, the canons got liberty of inclofing their houfe with ftrong walls, to defend them 
from the attacks of pirates. I cannot help mentioning a proof of the manners of the 
.clergy in early times, by relating a complaint of the prior to Innocent 111 . againft the 
archdeacon of Richmond, who calling at his houfe with ninety-feven horfes, twenty-one 
dogs, and three hawks, devoured in one hour, more provifion than would have lulled 
the monks a long time. The grievance was redreffed. William Wode, the Iaft prior, 
was executed for rebellion in 1537. At that time, according to Speed, the revenue was 
68al. 13s. gd. according to Dugdale, 547I. 6s. id. 

This coaft of the kingdom is very unfavourable to trees, for, except fome woods in 
the neighbourhood of Burton-Conflable, there is a vaft nakednels from the Humber, 

* MS* at Biu-ton-ConftabJe. f Camden, II- 899. 

t Drake's HiJL York- 34, Coofult alfo his map of the Roman road* in York/hire* 
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as far as the extremity of Caithnefs, with a very few exceptions, which fliall be noted ife 
their proper places, 

July 3. Went to Flatnborough head. This was the Fleamburg of the Saxons, pof. 
fiblv from the lights made on it to direft the landing of Ida, who, in 547, joined his 
countrymen in thefe parts with a large reinforcement from Germany ; and founded 
the kingdom of Northumberland. In the time of Edward the Confeflor, Flamborough 
was one of the manors of Harold*, Earl of the >veft Saxons, afterwards King of England, 
On his death, the Conqueror gave it to Hugh Lupus, who, in perpetual alms, be¬ 
llowed it on the monaftery of Whitby f• 

The town is on the north fide j confifts of about one hundred and fifty final I houfes, 
entirely inhabited by fifliermen, few of whom, as is faid, die in their beds, but meet 
their fate in the element they are fo converfant in. Put niyfelf under the direction of 
William Camidge, Cicerone of the place, who conduced me to a little creek at that 
time covered with fifh, a fleet of cobles having juft put in. Went in one of thofe little 
boats to view the Head, coaflingit for upwards of two miles. The cliffs are of a tre¬ 
mendous height, and amazing grandeur > beneath are feveral vaft caverns, fome clofed 
at the end, others are pervious, formed with a natural arch, giving a romantic paffage 
to the boat, different from that we entered. In fome places the rocks are infulated, 
are of a pyramidal figure, and foar up to a vaft height: the bafes of moft are folid, 
but in fome pierced through, and arched j the colour of al! thefe rocks is white, from 
the dung of the innumerable flocks of migratory birds, which quite cover the face of 
them, filling every little projection, every hole that will give them leave to reft ; multi¬ 
tudes were fwimming about, others fwarmed in the air, and almoft ftunned us with the 
variety of their croaks and fereams, I obferved among them corvorants, fliags In fmall 
flocks, guillemots, a fe w black guillemots very fhy and wild, auks, puffins, kitriwakes J, 
and herring gulls. Landed at die fame place, but before our return to Flam borough, 
vifited Robin Leith's hole, a vaft cavern, to which there is a narrow paffage from the 
land fide $ it fuddenly rifes to a great height; the roof is finely arched, and the bot¬ 
tom is for a cpnfiderable way, formed in broad fteps, refembling a great but eafy flair- 
cafe ; the mouth opens to the fea, and gives light to the whole* 

Lay at Hunmandby, a fmall village above Filey Bay, round which are fome planta¬ 
tions that thrive tolerably well, and ought to be an encouragement to gentlemen to at¬ 
tempt covering thefe naked hills. 

Filey-brig is a ledge of rocks running far into the fea, and often fatal to Slipping. 
The bay is Tandy, and affords vaft quantities of fine fifh, fuch as turbot, foies, &c. which 
during fummer approach the fhore, and are eafily taken in a common feine or dragging- 
net. 

July 4. Set out for Scarborough \ paffed near the fite of Flixton, a hofpital 
founded in the time of Athelftan, to give fheiter to travellers from the wolves, that they 
fiiould not be devoured by them § ; fo that in thofe days this bare trafl mufl have 
been covered with wood, for thofe ravenous animals ever inhabit large fbrefts. Thefe 
hofpitia are not unfrequent among the Alps ; are either appendages to religious houfes, 
or Supported by voluntary fubferiptions. On the fpot where Flixton flood is a farna- 
houfe, to this day called the Spital-houfe. Reach 

Scarborough, a town once ftrongly guarded by a caftle, built on the top of a vaft 
cliff, by William le Gros, Earl of Yorkfhire, Albemarle, and Hordernefs, in the reign 

* Dugdale, Baron. L 20. + Dugtlak, Monad. I. 73. 

$ Called here Petrels. Br. Zool. No zjo. $ Camden, Brit, II, 9c2, 
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of Stephen. After the refumption of this, as well as other crown lands alienated by 
that prince, Henry II. rebuilt the fortrefs, then grown ruinous, with greater ftrength 
and magnificence, inclofing a vaft area. From this time it was confidered as the key 
of this important comity, and none but perfons of the firft rank were entrufted with the 
cultody. Its confequence may be evinced from this circutnftance; that when.knag 
John had granted to his fubjects the magna charta, and placed the government m the 
hands of twenty-five barons, the governor of this caftle was to be approved by them, 

and to receive his orders from them. .... 

In iit2 Edward II. in his retreat out of the north before his rebellious nobility, 
left here, as in a place of the greatell fecurity, his minion Peers Gavefton. It was m- 
ftantly befieged, and taken by Aymer de Valence, Earl ot Pembroke; and the in (blent 
favourite, in a Ihort time after, fell a viftim to the refentment of the Earl of Warwick. 

In the reign of Richard 11 . in 1378, its trade received great injury from a combined 
fleet of Scots, French, and Spaniards, under the conduft of one Mercer, who entered 
the harbour, and carried off feveral (hips. The infult was inftantly revenged by 1 lul- 
pot, a gallant alderman of London, who fitted out a fleet at his own charge, pur hied 
the enemy, and not only retook their prizes, but made himfelf matter of the whole 

Richard III. added ftrength to the place by building a bulwark near the fliore at 
the fouth-eaft end of the town ; and he alfo began to wall in the town *. 

In the religious rebellion, fly led the pilgrimage of grace, in the tune of Henry M li¬ 
the leader, Robert Aik, in 1536, layed clofe fiege to the caftle; but was obliged to 
defift, after its governor Sir Ralph Ewers and his garrilon were reduced for twenty 

days to live on bread and water f. r 

In 1 c57, Thomas Stafford, fecond fon of Lord Stafford, with only thirty-two perfons, 
came from France, and furprized the fortrefs. It appears that they were encouraged 
to the attempt by Henry II. It was, probably, only the prelude to an mvafion. 
Stafford publifhed a manifefto againft the Queen; and ftyled himfelf Proteftor of 
England: but the Earl of Weftmoreland, colleSing fome forces, (in two days; put 
an end to his dignity J. 

At the beginning of the civil wars* the parliament committed this caltle to the caie 
of Sir Hugh Cholmley, who foon after revolted to the King. He maintained the place 
with great fpirit for two years. In 1644, he was vigoroufly befieged by Sir John 
Meldrum, from February till the middle of May, when Sir John, in attempting to repel 
a tally, received a mortal wound. Sir Hugh kept poffeflion of it till July 1645, when 
he fur rendered it on terms to Sir Matthew Boynton §. It is at prefent a large ruin. 
In the caftle yard are barracks for about a hundred and fifty men, at prefent untenanted 

^In ttiisTown were three religious houfes and a hofpital. The grey friers, or Fran- 
eifeans, began a houfe here about 1240, which was enlarged by Edward II. and F-oger 
Molendarius. The black friers, or Dominicans, had another before the 13th of 
Edward I. whether founded by Sir Adam Say, or Henry Earl of Northumberland, is 
doubtful. The white friers, or Carmelites, were eftabli(hed here in 1319, by Ed¬ 
ward II. and the Ciftertians had in the reign of King John a cell in this town de¬ 
pendent on a houfe in France, to which was given the church of St. Mary, and 
certain lands, till the fuppreffion of the alien priories in the reign of Edward IV. 


• Leland’s Itin. I. 6 i. f Herbert’s Henry VIII. 

$ Whitcbck, 83. 133- 146, 147 - i6 3- 


X Raping II. 46* 
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Leland* defcribes this church as very magnificent; with two towers at the wed end* 
and a great one in the centre. It was probably demolilhed in the civil wars, when Sir 
John Meldrum forced the royatifts into the caflle ; for it lay too near that fortrefs to 
be differed to remain entire, to give fheker to the enemy. The prefent church (the 
only one in the town) rofe from the ruins of the former. 

The town is large, built in form of a crefcent, on the fides of a deep hill ; from 
whence the name, which fhews it to have exifted in Saxon times, Scareburg, or the 
Burg on a fear or cliff. Beneath the fouth fide of the caftle, is a large (tone pier 
(another is now building) which flickers the flapping belonging to the place. It is 
abfbltttely without trade, yet has above ten thoufand inhabitants, moflly Tailors, and owns 
above three hundred fail of ftiips, which are hired out for freight. In time of w r ar 
government feldom has lefs than a hundred in pay. 

In 1359, thelhipping of this place was very inconfiderable; for to the naval arma¬ 
ment of that year made by Edward III. Scarborough contributed only one fliip and fix- 
teen mariners j when the following northern ports fent the numbers here recited : 


NewcafUe 

• 

17 fliips, 3 14 mariners. 

Barton on the Humber 

3 

3 ° 

Grimlby 

- 

11 

171 

Bofton 



361 

Hull 

- 

16 

3 82 + 


The range of buildings on the cliff commands a fine view of the caftle, town, and 
of innumerable fhipping that are perpetually palling backward and forward on their 
voyages. The fpaw| lies at the foot of one the hills, S. of the town ; this and the 
great conveniency of lea-bathing, occafion a vaft refort of company during faminer ; 
it is at that time a place of great gaiety, for with numbers health is the pretence, but 
diffipation the end. 

Thefhore is a fine hard fand, and during low water is the place where the company 
amufe themfelves with riding. This is alfo the filh market; for every day the cobles, 
or little fifhlng boats, are drawn on lhore here, and lie in rows, often quite loaden 
with variety of the beft filh. It is fuperfluous to repeat what has been before mentioned 
of the methods of fifhing, being amply deferibed, VoL III. of the Britifh Zoology ; yet 
it will be far from impertinent to point out the peculiar advantages of thefe feas, and the 
additional benefit this town might experience, by the augmentation of its fiihertes. 
For this account, and for numberlefs civilities I think myfelf much indebted to Mr. 
Travis, furgeon, who communicated to me the following remarks: 

Scarborough is fituated at the bottom of a bay, formed by Whitby rock on the 
North, and Flatnborough Head on the South : the town is feated direftly oppolite to 
the centre of the W. end of the Dogger bank; which end (according to HatnmoiTtFs 
chart of the North Sea) lies S* and by W., and N- and by E.; but by a line drawn 
from Tinmouth caftle, would lead about N. W. and S. E. Though the Dogger 
bank is therefore but twelve leagues from Fiamborough Head, yet it ia fixteen and a 
half from Scarborough, twenty-three from Whitby, and thirty-fix from Tinmouth 
caftle. The N, fide of the bank ft retches off E. N. E. between thirty and forty 
leagues, until it almoft joins to the Long-Bank, and Jutt's Riff. 

# Itin. I f MS, Hift. of Hull, in Lord Shelburne^s library. 

t The waters are impregnated with a purgative fait (glauberhi), a final] quantity of common fait, and of 
fleel. ^ There are two the fartheft from the town is more purgative, and itsta[lt more bitter ; the 
ether is more chalybeate, and its Ufte more brilk and pungent- D, H. 
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t£ It is to be remarked, that the fifhermcn feldom find any cod, ling, or other 
round fifli upon the Dogger bank itfelf, but upon the Hoping edges and hollows con¬ 
tiguous to it. The top of the bank is covered with a barren {hiking fand, which af¬ 
fords them no fubfiftence; and the water on it, from its fhallownefs, is continually lb 
agitated and broken, as to allow them no time to reft. The flat fifh do not fuller the 
fame inconvenience there; for when difturbed by the motion of the fea, they flicker 
themfelves in the fand, and find variety of fuitable food. It is true, the Dutch fifli 
upon the Dogger bank ; but it is alfo true they take little except foies, lkates, thorn- 
backs, plaife, &c. It is in the hollows between the Dogger and the Well-bank, that 
the cod are taken which fupply London market. 

« The ftiore, except at the entrance of Scarborough pier, and fome few other 
places, is com poled of covered rocks, which abound with lobfters and crabs, and 
many other fliell filh, (no oyfters;) thence, after afpace covered with clean fand, ex¬ 
tending in different places from one to five or fix miles, the bottom, all the way to 
the edge of the Dogger bank, is a fear ; in fome places very rugged, rocky, and ca¬ 
vernous; in others fmooth, and overgrown with a variety of fubmarine plants, moffes, 
corallines, &c. * Some parts again are fpread with fand and {hells; others, for 
many leagues in length, with foft mud and ooz, furaiflied by the difeharge of the Tees 
and Humber. 

** Upon an attentive review of the whole, it may be clearly inferred, that the Hi ore • 
along the coaft on the one hand, with the edges of the Dogger bank on the other, like 
the fides of a decoy, give a direction towards our fifliing grounds to the mighty fhoals of 
cod, and other fifh, which are well known to come annually from the Northern Ocean 
into our feas; and fecondly, that the great variety of fifhing grounds near Scarbo¬ 
rough, extending upwards of fixteen leagues from the fhore, afford fecure retreats and 
plenty of proper food for all the various kinds of fifh, and alfo fuitable places for each 
kind tq depofit their fpawn in. 

“ The filhery at Scarborough only employs 105 men, and brings in about 5250!. per 
annum, a trifle to what it would produce, was there a canal from thence to Leeds and 
Manchefter; it is probable it would then produce above ten times that fiini, employ 
fome rhouiands of men, give a comfortable and cheap fubfiftence to our manufacturers, 
keep the markets moderately reafcnable?- enable our manufacturing towns to underfell 
our rivals, and prevent the hands, as is too often the cafe, railing infurreCtions, in 
every year of fcarcity, natural or artificial.” 

In addition to the above I add an extract of a letter from Mr. Travis, dated Dec. a»T, 
1784, which flings more light on this interefting fubjeft. The fifliery is now on its de¬ 
cline. The profits of fmuggling having tempted molt of the owners of cobles to quit 
their bufiilefs, the number here is reduced from thirty-five cobles to feven. At Robin 
Hood’s bay from forty-five to feventeen, and in the fame proportion along the coaft. 
At Scarborough are only fifhermen to the number mentioned; thofe ferve a regular 
apprenticefiiip, for it is a particular trade, and the ableft failors will not venture in a. 
coble in the ftream of the tide, where the belt filh only are taken. , 

The clame to the tithe of fifh is a great difeouragement; the prefent worthy owner. 
Sir Charles Hotham Thompfon, does not demand it, but as the right has been confirmed 
by the courts of law, no one dare venture to truft to what a fucceffor may do. The 
cobles are not owned by the filhers, but hired from the ale-houfe keepers at one {hil¬ 
ling and fix-pence per week, for the fear of the tithes prevents people of fubftance from . 

* X met with on the {ho res near Scarborough, {mail fragments of the true red coral. 
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engaging and fitting out large veiTels, with which alone a national filhery can be carried 
on. 

At prefent the Dutch engrofsall our lampreys for baits, and once a fortnight a veffel 
fails from the Humber with a cargo to Holland. Thus the “Dutch fupply Holland, 
Germany, and even London itfelf, with cargoes of excellent fiflj. I refer the readers 
to my Arctic Zoology, Suppl. p. 20,, or Introdu&ion, Ed. 2d. p. Ixxix. for an account 
of this valuable filhery j and of a very unjult attempt made by a felfifh few to exclude the 
Dutch from fupplying our markets from their own coafts. 

On difcourfing with fome very intelligent fifliermen, I was informed of a very Angu¬ 
lar phenomenon they annually obferve about the fpawning of filh *. At the diftance of 
four or five leagues from lhore, during the month of July and Auguft, it is remarked, 
that at the depth of fix or feven fathom from the furface, the water appears to be fatu- 
rated with a thick jelly, filled with the ova of fifli, which reaches ten or twelve fathoms 
deeper : this is known by its adhering to the ropes the cobles anchor with, when they are 
billing ; for they find the firfl; fix or feven fathom of rope free from fpawn, the next ten 
or twelve covered with flirny matter, the remainder again free to the bottom. They fup- 
pofe this gelatinous fluff to fupply the new-born fry with food, and that it is alfo a pro- 
te&ionto the fpawn, as being difagreeable to the larger filh to fwim in. 

There is great variety of fifh brought on Ihore. Befides thofe deferibed as Britifh 
filh, were two fpecies of rays: the whip-ray has alfo been taken here, and another 
fpecieg, of weever; but thefe are fubje&s, more proper to be referred to a fauna, than 
an itinerary, for a minute defeription. 

The following is a proof of the vaft quantity of filh that may be taken on this coaft. 
On April i t, 1776, were taken in one tide, by one coble, 37 cods, 36 lings, 45 
holibuts, 3 turbots, befides a large quantity of Ikates and finall filh ; which were fold 
for feven pounds. 

July 1 oth left Scarborough, and pafied over large moors to Robin Hood’s bay. On 
my road, obferved the vaft mountains of alum ftone, from which that fait is thus ex¬ 
tracted : It is firfl; calcined in great heaps, which continue burning by its own phlogi- 
fton, after being well fet on fire by coals, for fix, ten, or fourteen months, according to 
the lize of the heap, fome being equal to a finall hill. It is then thrown into pits and 
fteeped in water, to extract all the faline particles. The liquor is then run into other 
pits, where the vitriolic falts are precipitated by the addition of a folution of the fal fodse, 
prepared from kelp ; or by the volatile alkali of ftale urine. The fuperflous water 
being then evaporated duly by boiling in large furnaces, the liquor is fet to cool j and 
laftly, is poured into large calks, to cryftallize. 

The alum works in this country are of fome antiquity: they were firfl; difeovered by 
Sir Thomas Chaloner, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, who obferving the trees tinged 
with an unufual colour, made him fufpicious of its being owing to fome mineral in the 
neighbourhood. He found out that the ftrata abounded with an aluminous fait. 

At that time the Englifli being ftrangers to the method of managing it, there is a 
tradition that Sir Thomas was obliged to feduce fome workmen from the Pope’s alum- 
works near Rome, then the greateft in Europe. If one may judge from the curfe 
which his holinefs thundered out againft Sir Thomas and the fugitives, he certainly was 
not a little enraged j for he curfed by the very form that Emulphust has left us, and 
not varied a tittle from that mo A comprehenfive of imprecations. 

* Mr. Ofbeck obferved the fame in 5 . Lat. 35,36, in bis return from China. The feamen call it the 
.flowering of the water. Vol. II. 72. 

-j- Vide TriHram Shandy. 
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The fir(l pits were near Gifborough, the feat of the Chaloners, who hill flourifh 
there, not with (landing his holinefs's anathema. The works were fo valuable as to be 
deemed a royal mine. Sir Paul Pindar, who rented them, payed annually to the King 
12,500k, to the Earl of Mnigrave 1640!., to Sir William Pennyman 600k; kept 
800 workmen in pay, and fold his alum at 26I. per ton. But this monopoly was de- 
ftroyed on the death of Charles I. and the right reftored to the proprietors. 

In thefe alum rocks are frequently found cornua ammonis, and other fulfils, lodged in 
a llony nodule. Jet is fometimes met with in thin fiat pieces, externally of the appear¬ 
ance of wood. According to Solinus, Britain was famous for this foflil *. 

The fands near Robin Hood’s village, were covered with fifh of feveral kinds, and with 
people who met the cobles in order to purchale their cargo: the place Teemed as if a 
great fifh fair had been held there; fome were carrying oft their bargains, others bufied 
in curing the filh: and a little out at fea was a fleet of cobles and five-men boats, and 
others, arriving to difeharge the capture of the preceding tides f. There are 36 of the 
firlt beloning to this little place. The houfes here make a grotefque appearance, are 
fcattered over the face of a fteep cliff in a very ftrange manner, and fill every projecting 
ledge, one above another, in the fame manner as thofe of the peafantsin the rocky parts 
of China. Sand’s End, Run wick, and Staithes, three other filhing towns on this coaft, 
are fas I am told) built in the fame manner. 

The country through this day’s journey was hilly, the coaft: high. Reach 

Whitby, called by the Saxons, Streanelhalch, or the bay of the light-houle, a large 
town oddly fituated between two hills, with a narrow channel running through the mid¬ 
dle, extending about a mile farther up the vale, where it widens, and forms a bay. The 
two parts of the town are joined by a good draw bridge, for the conveniency of letting 
the (flipping pafs. From this are often taken the viviparous Bleany, whofe back-bone 
is as green as that of the fea needle. The river that forms this harbour is the Elk, but 
its waters are very inconfiderable when the tide is out. Here is a pretty brilk trade in 
{hip-building; but except that, a fmall manufacture of fail-cloth, and the hiring of 
{hips, as at Scarborough, like that town, it has fcarce any commerce. It is computed, 
there are about 270 /hips belonging to this place. Of late, an attempt has been made 
to have a /hare in the Greenland filhery; four Ihips were fent out, and had very good 
fuccefs. There are very good dry docks towards the end of the harbour ; and at the 
mouth a mod beautiful pier. At this place is the firft falmon-fifhery on the coaft 

In 1394 prodigious Ihoalsof herrings appeared off this port, which occafioned avaft 
refort of foreigners, who bought up, cured the fifh, and exported them to the great 
injury of the natives. To prevent which, the King iffued a proclamation, dire&ed to 
the bailiffs of St. Hilda’s church, requiring them to put a ftop to thofe practices f. 

On the hill above the S. fide of the town is a fine ruin of St. Hilda’s church. The 
fite was given to that faint by Ofwy, King of Northumberland, about A. D. 657 ; 
pofltbly in confequence of a vow he made to found half a dozen monafteries, and make 
his daughter a nun, fliould heaven favour his arms. At this place was held, before 
King Ofwy, the celebrated controverfy about the proper feafon for keeping of Eafter. 
Archbifliop Colman fupported one opinion from the traditions, which the Britons had 
of the example of St. John the Evangelifl j and Wilfrid, on the contrary, drew his ar- 

* Gagates hie plurimus optimfque efl lapis : fs iecorebt rtqutras , nigro gemmeus : ft natnrum aqua arid , oh'j- 
rejisnguilur ; ft pote/laUm attrilu calefaSus applicila (Utinet, alque fucsinum. C. xxii. 

f From hence the fifh are carried in machines to Derby, Litchfield, Birmingham, and Wo feeder : the 
towns which lie beyond the lad are fnp plied from the Wed of England. 

J Rymer’sFmdera, VII. 78S. 
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with a white flime : they are called here rack-riders, becaufe they appear in winter, or 
bad weather: rack, in the Engliih of Shakefpeare’s days, fignifylng the driving of the 
clouds by tempefts, a word ftill retained here. 

That which is now a horfe. even with a thought 
The rack diflimns, and makes it indiltin& 

As water is in water, 

Antony and Cleopatra, IV. 

There is no inconfiderable manufa&ure at Durham of dial loons, tammies, ftripes, 
and callemancoes. I had heard on my roid many complaints of the ecclefiaftical go- 
vernment this country is fubjeft to; but from the general face of the country, it feetns 
to thrive wonderfully under it. 

July 21. Saw Coken, the feat of Mr. Car; a moll romantic fituation, layed out with 
great judgment: the walks are very extenfive, principally along the fi ies or at the bot¬ 
tom of deep dells, bounded with vaft precipices, finely wooded ; and many parts of the 
rocks are planted with vines, which I was told bore well, but late. The river Were 
winds along the hollows, and forms two very fine retches at the place where you enter 
thefe walks. Its waters are very clear, and its bottom a folkl rock. The view towards 
the ruins of Finchal-abby is remarkably great; and the walk beneath the cliff has a mag¬ 
nificent folemnity, a fit retreat for its monadic inhabitants. This was once called the 
Defert, and was the rude feene of the aufterities of St. Godric, who carried them to the 
moft fenfelefs extravagance *. A fober mind may even at prefent be affefted with 
horror, at the profpefts from the fummits of the cliffs into a darkfome and ftupendous 
chafm, rendered Ml more tremendous by the roaring of the waters over its didant 
bottom. 

Paded through Chefter-le-Street, a finall town, near which is Lumley-cadie, the feat 
of the Earl of Scarborough. The trad from Durham to Newcadle was very beautiful; 
the filings gentle, and prettily wooded, and the views agreeable; that on the borders 
remarkably fine, there being, from an eminence not far from the capital of Northum¬ 
berland, an extenfive view of a rich country, watered by the coaly Tyne. Go through 
Gatefhead, crofs the bridge, and enter 

Newcadle, a large town, divided from the former by the river, and both fides very 
deep: the lower parts very dirty and difagreeable. The fides of the river are inha¬ 
bited by keelmen and their families, a mutinous race; for which reafon this town is 
always garrifoned : in the upper parts are feveral handfome well-built ftreets. 

The great bufinefs of the place is the coal trade. The collieries lie at different dif- 
tances, from five to eighteen miles from the river; and the coal is brought down in 
waggons along rail roads, and difeharged from covered buildings at the edge of the 

• St. Godric was born at Walpcle, in Norfolk, and being an itinerant merchant, got acquainted with 
St. Cuthbert at Farn ifiand. He made three pilgrimages to Jerufalem ; at length was warned by a vifion 
to'fettl: in the defert of Finchal. He lived an henaitical life there during 63 years, and praftifed unheard- 
of aufterities: he wore an iron Ihirt next his (kin day and night, and wore out three : he mingled alhes with 
the flour made his bread of; and, left it Ihonld then be too good, kept it three or four months before he 
ventured to "eat it. In winter, as well as fummer, be palled whole nights, up to his chin in water, at his de¬ 
votions. Like St. Antony, he was often hunted by fiends in various lhapes ; fometimes in form of beau¬ 
tiful damfels, fo was vifited with evil concupifcence. which he cured by rolling naked among thorns and 
briars: his body grew ulcerated; but, t encreafe liis pain, he poured fait into the wounds : wrought 
many miracles, and died 1170. Britannia facra, 304. About ten years after his deceafe, a Benedictine 
priory of thirteen monks was founded there in his honour, by Hugh Pudfey, biJhop of Durham. 
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water into the keels or boats that are to convey it on fhipboard. Thefe boats are ftrong, 
clumfy, and round, will carry about 25 tons each ; fometimes are navigated with a 
fquare fail, but generally are worked with two vaft oais. No /hips of large burthen 
come up as high as Newcaftle, but are obliged to lie at Shields, a few miles down the 
river, where ftage-coaches go thrice every day for the conveniency of pafiengers. This 
country is moft remarkably populous ; Newcaftle with Gatefhead contains near 30,000 
inhabitants; and there are at leaft 400 fail of /hips belonging to that town and its port. 
The effect of the vaft commerce of this place is very apparent for many miles round; 
the country is finely cultivated, and bears a moft thriving and opulent afpeft, 

July 13. Left Newcaftle; the country in general flat; paffed by a large ftone column 
with three dials on the capital, with feveral fcripture texts on the Tides, here called Pigg’s 
Folly, from the founder. 

A few miles further is Stannington-bridge, a pleafant village. Morpeth, a fmall town 
with a neat town-houfe, and a tower for the bell near it. Some attempt was made a 
few years ago to introduce the Manchefter manufacture, but without fuccefs. Camden 
informs us, that the inhabitants reduced their town to afties, on the approach of King 
John, A. T). 121 6, out of pure hatred to their monarch, in order that he might not find 
any fhelter there. But the Chronicle of Melros, p. 190, aifigns a more rational caufe, 
by faying that the barons of the country deftroyed both their own towns and the Handing 
corn, in order to diftrefs the king then on his march to punifli their revolt. 

The caftle was feated on a fmall eminence. The remains are little more than the 
gateway tower. This fortrefs was built by William Lord Grayftock, in the year 1358. 
It appears to have been entire in the days of Leland, and at that time in the pofTeflion 
of Lord Dacres *, who derived his right from his marriage with Elizabeth Baronefs of 
Grayftock; and in the time of Queen Elizabeth, was conveyed into the family of the 
prefent Earl of Carlifle, by the marriage of a daughter of Thomas Lord Dacres with 
Lord "William Howard of Naworth t- 

Between Morpeth and Felton, on the right fide of the road, /lands Cockle Tower, an 
ancient border-houfeof the larger fize, fortified as the fad neceflity of the times required, 
Mr. Grofe tells us, that in the time of Edward I. it belonged to the Bertrams of Mitford, 
perfons of much property in this county. 

This place gave* birth to William Turner, as Dr. Fuller expreffes it, an excellent 
Latinift, Grecian, orator, and poet j he might have added polemic divine, champion 
and fufferer in the proteftant caufe, phyfician and naturalift. His botanic writings are 
among the firft we had, and certainly the beft of them; and his criticifms on the birds 
of driftotle and Pliny are very judicious. He was the firft who flung any light on thofe 
fubjefts in our ifiand j therefore clames from a naturalift this tribute to his memory J. 

Felton, a pleafant village on the Coquet, which, fome few miles lower, difcharges 
itfelf into the fea, oppofite to a fmall ifle of the fame name, remarkable for the multi¬ 
tudes of water-fowl that refort there to breed. At Felton, the barons of Northumber¬ 
land did homage to Alexander II. King of Scotland, in 1216, in the reign of King 
John §. Coquet iiland was a place of arms for the royal party in the time of Charles I., 
but was taken by the Scots, in 1643, with much booty of ammunition and cattle. 

Near Felton, I had a diftant view of Warkworth caftla* in old times the feat of the 
Claverings, by defcent from Roger Fitz-Richard, to whom it was granted by Henry IL j| 
Mr. Grofe’s elegant defign of it makes me regret I did not take a nearer view. 

J He wae born in the reign of Henry VIII. died in 1563* 

$ W-allia, ii. 356. II Idem, 331. 

At 


* Leland Itin. vii. 62, 
f Wallis, ii. 299. 
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At Alnwick, afmall town, the traveller is difappointed with the fituation of the en¬ 
virons of the cattle, the reftdence of the Percies, the ancient Earls of Northumberland, 
You look in vain for any marks of the grandeur of the feudal age ; for trophies won by 
a family eminent in our annals for military prowefs and deeds of chivalry ; for halls 
hung with helms and hauberks, or with the Ipoils of the chace ; for extenfive foretts 
and venerable oaks- You look in vain for the helmet on the tower, the ancient fignal 
•of hofpjtality to the traveller, or the grey-headed porter to conduct him to the hall of 
entertainment. The numerous train, whofe countenances gave welcome to him on his 
way, are now no more; and inllead of the difinterefted ufher of the old times, he is at¬ 
tended by a valet eager to receive the fees of admittance. 

There is a vatt grandeur in the appearance of the outfide of the cattle; the towers 
magnificent, but injured by the numbers of rude ftatues crowded on the battlements. 
The apartments are large, and lately fmilhed in the Gothic ftyle with a moft incompa¬ 
tible elegance. The gardens are equally inconfiftent; trim to the higheft degree, and 
more adapted to a villa near London, than the ancient feat of a great baron. In a word, 
nothing, excepting the numbers of uniiiduftrious poor that fwarin at the gate, excites 
any one idea of its former circumftances, 

William Tyfon, a noble Saxon, baron of Alnwick, fell on the fide of Harold at the 
battle of Mattings. The conqueror bellowed his daughter and fortune on Ivo de Vefci. 
In 131c, a natural fon of one of his defcendants was left under the guardianlhip of 
Antony Beke,bifhop of Durham, who betrayed his trutt, and fold this barony to Henry 
Lord Percy. The cattle underwent two memorable lieges. In 1093, by- Malcolm III. 
of Scotland, who, with his fon Edward, loft their lives before it; and in 1174, Wil¬ 
liam I., after a fruitlefs liege, was defeated and taken prifoner near the fame place. 

The abby lay a little north of the town : nothing is left but the fine fquare gateway. 
It was founded by Euftace Fitz-John, in 1147, for Premonftratenfian canons *, and at 
the diffolution fupported thirteen, whofe revenues were about 190I. a year. 

A ftage further is Belford, the feat of Abraham Dixon, Efq., a modern houfe; the 
front has a moft beautiful limplicity in it: the grounds improved as far as the art of 
hulbandry can reach; the plantations large and flourifhing : a new and neat town, in- 
Head of the former wretched cottages ; and an induftrious race, inllead of an idle poor, 
at prefent fill the eftate. 

On an eminence on the fea-coaft, about four miles from Belford, is the very ancient 
cattle of Bamborough, founded by Ida, firft king of the Northumbrians, A. D. 548. It 
was called by the Saxons, Bebbanburh f, in honour of Bebba, Ida’s queen. It was at 
firft furrounded with a wooden fence, and afterwards with a wall. It had been of great 
llrength ; the hill it is founded on is excelfively lleep on all fides, and accelfible only 
by flights of Heps on the fouth-eaft. The ruins are Hill confiderable, but many of them 
now filled with fand, caught up by the winds which rage here with great violence, and 
carried to very diftant places. The remains of a great hall are very Angular ; it had 
been warmed by two fire-places of a vaft fize, and from the top of every window run 
a flue, like that of a chimney, which reached the fumraits of the battlements. Thefe 
flues feem defigned as lb many fupernumerary chimneys, to give vent to the fmoke^that 
the immenfe fires of thofe hofpi table times filled the rooms with: halls fmoky, but filled 
with good cheer, were in thofe days thought no inconvenience. Thus my brave coun¬ 
tryman Howel ap Rys, when his enemies had fired his houfe about his ears, told his 
people to rife and defend themfelves like men : “ For fliame, for he had knowne there 
as greate a fmoake in that hall upon a Chriltmas even j.” 

* Tanner, 933, f Saxon Chr, 19, X Bid* Givedir family, nS. 
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Bamborough village is now very inconftderable. It once was a royal borough, and 
fent two members : it was even honoured with the name of a fhire, which gave name to a 
large tra£t extending fouth ward. It had alfo three religious foundations ; a houfe of friers 
preachers founded by Henry III., a cell of canons regular, of St. A tiffin, and a hofpitak 
This eaftle, and the manor belonging to it, was once the property of the Formers ; 
but (on the forfeiture of Thomas Fortier, Efq. in 1715) purchafed by Lord Crew, 
bifliop of Durham, and with other confiderable eflates, left veiled in truftees, to be 
applied to unconfined charitable ufes. Three of thefe truftees are a majority : one of 
them makes this place his refidence, and bleffes the coaft by his judicious and humane 
application of the prelate’s generous bequeft. He has repaired and rendered habitable 
the great Norman fquare tower : the part referved for himfelf and family is a large hall 
and a few fmalter apartments ; but the red of the fpacious edifice is allotted for pur- 
pofes which make the heart to glow with joy when thought of. The upper part is an 
ample granary, from whence com is difpenfed to the poor without diftinifioii, even ia 
the deareft time, at the rate of four {hillings a bufliel; and the diftrefied, for many miles 
round, often experience the convenlency of this benefaction. 

Othej apartments are fitted up for the reception of fhipwrecked failors ; and bed¬ 
ding is provided for thirty, fiiould fuch a number happen to be cad on fliore at the fame 
time* A conftant patrole is kept every dormy night along this temped uous coaft for 
above eight miles, the length of the manor, by which means numbers of lives have been 
preferved. Many poor wretches are often found on the fhore in a date of infenfibility ; 
but by timely relief are foon brought to themfelves. 

It often happens, that fhips fhrike in fuch a manner on the rocks as to be capable of 
relief, in cafe numbers of people could be fuddenly affembled : for that purpofe a can* 
non* is fixed on the top of the tower, which is fired once, if the accident happens in 
fuch a quarter ; twice, if in another; and thrice, if in fuch a place. By thefe fignals 
the country people are directed to the fpot they are to fly [to ; and by this means 
frequently preferve not only the crew, but even the veflel \ for machines of different 
kinds are always in readinefs to heave fhips out of their perilous fituatiom 

In a word, all the fchemes of this worthy truftee have a humane and ufeful tendency: 
he feems as if felefted from his brethren for the fame purpofes as Spenfer tells us the. 
firft of his feven beadfinen in the houfe of holineffe was* 

The firft of them, that ddefi was and beftj 
Of all the houfe had charge and government, 

As guardian and Reward of the re It: 

His office was to give entertainsment 
And lodging unto all that came and went: 

Not unto fuch as could him feafl: againe 
And doubly quite for that he on them fpent; 

But fuch as want of harbour did conftraine ; 

Thofc, for God 3 s fahe, his dewty was to eijtcrtaiae f. 

Oppofite to Bamborough lie the Farn iflands, which form two groupes of little iflss 
and rocks to the number of feventeen, but at low water the points of others appear 
above the furface ; they are all diftinguifhed by particular names. The neareft ifle to the 
Ihore is that called the Houfe Ifland, which lies exactly one mile fixty-eight chains from 
the coaft : the molt diftant is about feven or eight miles- They are rented for 16I. per 

* Once belonging to a Dutch frigate of forty guns j which, with all the crew, was loft oppofite to the 
collie about fixty years ago* 

f The Rev, Thomas Sharge, B, D. 
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annum : their produce is kelp, fome few feathers, and a few feals, which the tenant 
watches and Ihoots for the fake of the oil and fkins. Some of them yield a little grafs, 
and fcrve to feed a cow or two, which the people are defperate enough to tranfport over 
in their little boats. 

July 15. Vifited thefe illandsin a coble, a fafebut feemingly hazardous fpecies of boat, 
long, narrow, and fiat-bottomed, which is capable of going through a high fea, dancing 
like a cork on the fummitS of the waves. 

Touched at the rock called the Meg, whitened with the dung of corvorants which 
almoll covered it; their nelts were large, made of tang, and exceffivety foetid. 

Rowed next to the Pinnacles, an iflaifd in the fartheft groupe; fo called from fome 
■vaft columnar rocks at the fouth end, even at their fides, and flat at their tops, and en¬ 
tirely covered with guillemots and fliags : the fowlers pafs from one to the other of 
thefe columns by means of a narrow board, which they place from top to top, forming 
a narrow bridge, over fuch a fyorrid gap that the very fight of it (trikes one with horror. 

Landed at a final! ifland, where we found the female eider ducks * at that time fitting: 
the lower part of their nefts was made of fea-plants ; the upper part was formed of the 
down which they pull off their own breads, in which the eggs were furrounded and 
warmly bedded : in fome were three, in others five eggs, of a large fize, and pale olive 
colour, as fmooth and gloffy as if varnifhed over. The nefts are built on the beach, 
.among the loofe pebbles, not far from the water. The ducks fit very clofe, nor will 
they rife till you almoft tread on them. The drakes feparate themfelves from the fe¬ 
males during the breeding feafon. We robbed a few of their nefts of the down, and 
after carefully ffeparating it from the tang, found that the down of oneneft weighed only 
■three-quarters of an ounce, but was fo elaftic as to fill the crown of the largeft hat. The 
people of this country call thefe St. CuthberPs ducks, from the faint of the iflands t- 

Befides thefe birds, I obfervedthe following: puffins, here called tom noddies, auks, 
here Ikouts, guillemots, black guillemots, little auks, fhiel ducks, fliags, corvorants, 
black and white gulls, brown and white gulls, herring gulls, which I was told fed fome- 
times on eggs of other birds, common gulls, here annets, kittiwakes or tarrocks, pewit 
gulls, great terns, fea pies, fea larks, here brokets, jackdaws which breed in rabbet-holes, 
■rock pidgeons, rock larks. 

The terns were fo numerous, that in fome places it was difficult to tread without 
crufiling fome of the eggs. 

The laft ifle I vifited was the Houfe Ifland, the fequeftered fpot where St. Cuthbert 
paffed the two laft years of his life. Here was afterwards eftablifhed a priory of Bene- 
diftines for fix or eight monks fubordinate to Durham. A fquare tower, the remains 
of a church, and feme other buildings, are to be feen there Hill; and a ftone coffin, 
which, it is pretended, was that of St. Cuthbert. At the north end of the ifle is a deep 
chafm, from the top to the bottom of the rock, communicating to the fea, through 
which, in tempefluous weather, the water is forced with vaft violence and noife, and 
forms a fine jetd’eau of fixty feet high: it is called by the inhabitants of the oppofite 
coafl the Chum. ' 

Reached Jhore through a molt turbulent rippling, occafioned by the fierce current of 
the tides -between the iflands and the coaft. \ 

* Vide Br. Zool. ii. No. 271. I have been informed that they alfobreed on Inch-Colm, in the Firth 
ofForth. ...... 

f I mud here acknowledge my obligations to Jofeph Banks, Efq. who, previous to his circumnavigation, 
■liberally permitted my art id. to take copies of his valuable collection f>f Zoologic drawings ; amongft others, 
thofe of the eider ducks. 

July 
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July 17. Purfued my journey northward. Saw at a diftance the Cheviot hills; 
on which, I was informed, the green plovers breed; and that, during winter, flocks in¬ 
numerable of the great bramblings, or fnow-flakes, appear; the molt fouthern place 
of their migration in large companies. 

The country almoft woodlefs, there being but one wood of any confequence between 
Bedford and Berwick. Saw on the left another antient tower, which {hewed the cha¬ 
racter of the times, when it was unhappily neceffary, on thefe borders, for every houfe 
to be a fortrefs. 

On the right, had a view of the fea, and, not remote from the land of Lindesfarn, 
or Holy Ifland, once an epifcopal feat, afterwards tranflated to Durham. On it are 
the ruins of a cattle and a church. Mr. Grofe has given an entertaining and ample 
hiftory of the place:" and has informed me, that the ruins are fine remains of the Saxon 
maffy architecture. Its ftrft bilhop was Aidan in -635. In fome parts of the ifland are 
abundance of entrochi, which are called by the country people St. Cuthbert’s beads. 

After a few miles riding, have a full view of Berwick, and the river Tweed wind¬ 
ing weft ward for a confiderable way up the country; but its banks are without any par¬ 
ticular charms *, being almoft woodlefs. 1 he river is broad, and has over it a bridge 
of fixteen very handfome arches, especially two next the town. 

Berwick is fortified in the modern way; but is much contracted in its extent to 
what it was formerly ; the old caftle and works now lying at fome diftance beyond the 
prefent ramparts. The barracks are large, and confift of a center and two wings. 
On the ceflion of this place, as one of the fecurities for the payment of the ranfom of 
William I. of Scotland, (according to the Polychronicon of Durham, quoted by 
Camden) the caftle (now a ruin) was built by Henry II. That politic prince knew 
the importance of this key to the two kingdoms. I imagine it had been little under- 
ftood before the reign of his illuftrious prifoner: for about feventy years preceding, 
Edgar, one of his predeceffors, had prefented this place, with the lands of Coldingham, 
to the abbv of Durham f. From, the time of its ceflion to the Scots by Richard I. 
it for near three centuries became an objeft of contention between the two nations : 
but in 1482, the laft year of Edward IV., was finally wrefted from Scotland. By a 
convention between Edward VI. and the Queen Regent J, it was declared a free town, 
if fo it could be called, while the garrilbn and caftle remained in the power of the 
Englifh. James I. of England confirmed to it the privileges granted to it by Edward IV. 
It remained a place independent of both kingdoms, under its proper juriicliction, till 
1747, when the legiilature annexed it to England. The lands belonging to it, or 
what are called Berwick Bounds, are about 8000-acres. 

The religious had five convents, all founded by the Scottifh monarchs. Here were 
Mathurines, Dominicans, and Francifcans, and two nunneries, one of Benedi&ines, 
another of Ciftertians§. The church was built by Cromwell, and, according to the 
fpirit of the builder, without a fteeple. Even in Northumberland, (towards the bor¬ 
ders) the fteeples grow lefs and lefs, and as it were forewarned the traveller that he 
was fpeedily to take leave of epifcopacy. The town-houfe has a large and handfome 
modern tower to it: the ftreets in general are narrow and bad, except that in which 
the town-houfe Hands. 

Abundance of wool is exported from this town: eggs in vaft abundance col- 
lefted through all the country, almoft as far as Carlifle: they are packed up in - 

* The beautiful banks of the Tweed verify the old fong from Melros to Coldftream. 

-f- Anderfon’s Diplom. No. IV. J Rymer. XV. 365, 

§ Keith, 343., 37 p. 374. i8o. 381. 
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boxes, with the thick end downwards, and are fent to London for the ufe of fugar 
refiners. 

The falmon fiflieries here are very confulerable, and likewife bring in vaft Aims; 
they lie on each fide the river, and are all private property, except thofe belonging to 
the dean and chapter of Durham, which, in rent and tythe of fifii, bring in 450I. per 
ami. for all the other fiflieries are liable to tythe. The common rents of thole are 
i;ol. a year, for which tenants have as much fliore as ferves to launch out and draw 
their nets on fliore: the limits of each are flaked ; anil I obferved that the filhers'never 
failed going as near as poflible to their neighbour's limits. One man goes of! in a 
fmall flat-bottomed boat, fquareat one end, and taking as large a circuit as his net ad¬ 
mits, brings it on fliore at the extremity of his boundary, where others afiift in landing 
it. The belt fifhery is on the fouth fide * : very fine falmon trout are often taken here, 
which come up to fpawn from the fea, and return in the lame manner as the falmon do. 
The chief import is timber from Norway and the Baltic. 

Almoft immediately on leaving Berwick, enter 

SCOTLAND, 

in the fliire of Merch, or Mersf. A little way from Berwick, on the weft, is Halydon- 
hill, famous for the overthrow of the Scots under the regent Douglas by Edward II. 
on the attempt of the former to raife the fiege of the town. A cruel action biafted 
the laurels of the conqueror : Seton, the deputy governor +, flipulated to iurrender in 
fifteen days, if not relieved in that time, and gave his fon as hoftage for the perform¬ 
ance The time elapfed ; Seton refilled to execute the agreement, and with a Roman 
unfeelingnefs beheld the unhappy youth hung before the walls. 

The entrance into Scotland has a very unpromifing look ; for it wanted, for feme 
miles, the cultivation of the parts more diftant from England : but the borders were 
necelfarily neglected; for, till the acceflion of James VI. and even long after, the na¬ 
tional enmity was kept up, and the borders of both countries difeouraged from im¬ 
provements by the barbarous inroads of each nation. r I his inattention to agriculture 
continued tilflately ; but on reaching the fmall village of Ey town, the feene was greatly 
-fleered • the wretched cottages, or rather hovels of the country, were vanifhing; good 
comfortable houfes arife in their ftead; the lands are inclofing, and yield very good 
barley oats, and clover ; the banks are planting: I fpeak m the prelent tenfe; for 
there is ftill a mixture of the old negligence left amidft the recent improvements, which 
look like the works of a new colony, in a wretched impoverilhed country. 

Soon after the country relaples ;' no arable land is feen; but for four or five miles 
fuccceds the black joylefs heathy moor of Coldingham : happily, this is the whole fpe- 
cimcn that remains of the many miles, which, not many years ago, were in the fame 
dreary unprofitable Rate. Near this was the convent of that name immortalized by 
the heroifm of its nuns ; who, to preferve themfelves inviolate from the Danes, cut 
off their lips and nofes; and thus rendering themfelves objects of horror, were, in 
870, with their abbefs Ebba, burnt in the monaftery by the difappointed lavages. In 
1216, it was burnt again by King John, in an inroad little lefs cruel. 

* Fora fuller account of this f.fbery, vide Britlfh Zoology, lib No. x; 3 . To It may alfo be added, 
khat hi the ndddlc of the river, not a mile weft of the town, is a large (lone, on which a man i& placed, to ot> 

ievve what is called the reck of the falmon coming up. . . - 

| Boetllivis fays, that iii his time buftarck were found in this county ; but they are now extirpated; 

|a*t the hi ft on an calls them guftardes, Dtfc. Scot. 7. , ' t 1 

f Keith, the governor, having a little before left the place, in order to excite Archibald Douglas, regent 

#£ Scotland, to attempt to raife the fKgc, 
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This nunnery was the oldeft in Scotland. For in this pt.-ven thp virgin-wife Ethel- 
*lreda took the veil in 670: but by the andent name, Coludum *, it Ihould feem that 
it had before been inhabited by the religious called Culdees. After its deftru&ion by 
the Danes, it lay deferted till the year 1098, when Edgar founded on its fite a priory 
of Benedi&ines, in honour of St. Cuthbert; and bellowed it on the monks of Durham, 
with all lands, waters, wrecks, &c. f. 

At the end of the moor came at once in fight of the Firth of Forth, the Boderia of 
Ptolemy } ; a moll extenfive profpeft of the great arm of the fea, of the rich country 
of Eaft Lothian, the Bafs lfle ; and at a dillancethe ille of May, the coaft of the county 
of Fife, and the country as far as Montrofe. 

After going down a long defeent, dine at Old Cambus, at a mean houfe in a poor 
■village ; where I believe the lord of the foil is often execrated by the weary traveller, 
for not enabling the tenant to furnilh more comfortable accommodations in fo con¬ 
siderable a thoroughfare. I have been told by an anonymous correfpondent §, that the 
proper name of this place is Alt Camus, or the place where a rivulet falls into a bay. 
He alio added, that a good inn has, of late years, been built about a mile eaftward of 
the place. 

The country becomes now extremely fine; bounded at a diftance, on one fide, by 
hills, on the other, by the fea: the intervening fpace is as rich a tract of corn land as 
I ever faw; for Eaft Lothian is the Northamptonlhire of North Britain: the land is in 
many places manured with fea tang ; but I was informed, that the barley produced 
from it is much lighter than barley from other manure. 

On the fide of the hills, on the left, is Sir John Hall’s, of Dunglas ; a fine fituati, 
-with beautiful plantations. Pafs by Broxmouth, a large houfe of the Duke of Rox¬ 
burgh, in a low fpot, with great woods furrounding it. Reach 

Dunbar : the chief ftreet broad and handfome; the houfes built of Hone; as is the 
cafe with moll of the towns in Scotland. There are fome {hips fent anually from this 
place to Greenland, and the exports of com are pretty confiderable. The harbour is 
fefe but fmall; its entrance narrow, and bounded by two rocks. Between the har- 
bourand the caftle is a very furprifing ftratum of Hone, in fome refpeflrs refembling 
that of the Giant's Caufeway in Ireland: it confifts of great columns of a red grit 
ftone, either triangular, quadrangular, pentangular, or hexangular; their diameter 
from one to two feet, their length at low water thirty, dipping or inclining a little to 
the fouth. 

They are jointed, but not fo regularly, or fo plainly, as thofe that form the Giant’s 
Caufeway. The furfaceof feveral that had been tom off, appear as a pavement of 
numbers of convex ends, probably anfwering to the concave bottoms of other joints 
once incumbent on them. The fpace between the columns was filled with thin fepta 
of red and white fparry matter, and veins of the fame pervaded the columns tranf- 
verfely. This range of columns faces the north, with a point to the eaft, and extends 
In front about two hundred yards. The breadth is inconfiderable: the reft of the rock 
degenerates into fhapelefs maffes of the fame fort of ftone, irregularly divided by thick 
fepta. This rock is called by the people of Dunbar, the Iflc, 

* ’Bede, lib. 2V c. 19. f Andetfon f s Dipl. Ho* IV. 

% Bodotria of Tacitus, who deferibes the two Firths of Clyde and Forth, and the intervening ifthmus* 
with much propriety ; fpeaking of the fourth fummer Agricola had patted in Britain, and how convenient 
he found this narrow trad for Glutting out the enemy by his fortreffefi, he feys, Nam f Glota (Firth of Clyde) 

Bodotria, diverfi marts &jlu per immenfum reacts, ierr arum fpatk dirimmtur. Vlf# Agr. 

$ Sent to me by poll, without date of time or place. 
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Oppofite are the ruins of the caftle, feated on a rock above the Tea; underneath 
uuc paft is a vaft cavern, corapofed of a black and red ftone, which gives it a moll 
infernal appearance; a fit reprefentation of the pit of Acheron, and wanted only to be 
peopled with witches to make the feene complete ; it appears to have been the dun¬ 
geon, there being a formed pafl'age from above, where the poor prifoners might have 
been let down, according to the barbarous cutlom of war in early days. There are 
in forae parts, where the rock did not clofe, the remains of walls, for the openings 
are only natural fiffurcs; but the founders of the caftle taking advantage of this 
cavity, adding a little art to it, rendered it a moll complete and fecure pri- 
fon. 

On the other fide are two natural arches, through which the tide flowed ; under 
one was a fragment of wall, where there feemsto have been a portal for the ad million 
of men or provifions front fea: through which it is probable that Alexander Ramfay, 
in a ftormy night, reinforced the garrifon, in fpite of the fleet which lay before the 
place, when clofely befieged by the Englifii, in 1337, and gallantly defended for 
nineteen weeks by that heroine Black Agnes, Countefs of March *. 

Through one of thefe arches was a moll picturefque view of the Bafs Ifle, 
with the fun fetting in full fplendor; through the other, of the May ifland, gilt 
by its beams. 

Over the ruins of a window were the three legs, or arms of the Ifle of Man, a lion 
rampant, and a St. Andrew’s crols. 

In the church is the magnificent monument of Sir George Hume, Earl of Dunbar, 
the vvorthiell and belt Scotch miniller of James VI. till he chofe his favourites for 
their perfonal, inltead of their intellectual accomplifliments : moderate, prudent, and 
fuccefsful in the management of the Scotch affairs: and, as Spotfwood remarks, 
“ a man of deep wit, few words, and in His Majefty’s fervice no lefs faithful 1 than for¬ 
tunate : the moll difficile affairs he compaffed without any noife $ and never returned 
when he was employed without the work performed that he was fent to doto his 
honor, he recommended the temperate, firm, and honell Abbot to the fee of Canter¬ 
bury, and by his affiltance gave peace to the church of Scotland, too foon interrupted 
by their deaths. Dunbar’s merit is evident; for the weakneffes and the infamy of his 
mailer’s reign did not commence during the period of his power. 

The monument is a large and beautiful ltru£lure of marble, decorated with arms, 
figures, and fluted pillars. The Earl is reprefented in armour, kneeling, with a cloak 
hanging loofely on him. The infeription imports no more than his titles and the day 
of his death, January 29th, 1610. 

Near this town were fought two battles fatal to the Scots. The firft in 1296; 
when the Earls of Surrey and Warwick, generals of Edward I. defeated the army of 
Baliol, took the caftle, and delivered the nobility they found in it to the Englilh mo¬ 
narch, who with his ufual cruelty, devoted them all to death. 

The other was the celebrated viftory of Cromwell, in 1650; when the covenanting 
army chofe rather to fight under the dire&ion of the minifters than the command of 
their generals : and the event was correfpondent. Thefe falfe prophets gave the troops 
aflurance o£ victory ; and many of them fell in the fight with the lying fpirit in their 
mouths. Cromwell had the appearance of enthufiafm j they the reality j for when the 

* Buchanan, lib, is* c. 25* The Englilh were obliged to defift from their enterprize*. Agnes was 
eldeil daughter of Sir Thomas Randal, of St rad own, Earl of Murray* and nephew to Robot Bruce* She 
wa* called Black Agues, fays Robert Lindefay, becaufe fhe was black-fls injicd 
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artful ufuVper faw their troops defeend from the heights from whence they might with¬ 
out >a blow have ftarved the whole Eiigufh army, he, with a well-founded confi¬ 
dence, exclaimed, The Lord hath delivered them into our hands. Cromwell 
at that inliant was in the fuuation of Hannibal before the battle of Cannae. The ex¬ 
ultation of the Carthaginian was the fame, delivered indeed by his hiflorian with 
greater eloquence*. 

But the caftle has been the feene of very different t ran factions. In 1 567.it was in 
poffeffion of the infamous Earl Both Well, who here committed the fimulated outrage 
on the perfon of the fair Mary Stuart; (lie certainly feems to have had foreknowledge 
of the violence; and the affront (lie fuftamed was but a pignut direphnn male pertinaci. 
Here alfo the Earl retreated, after being given up by his miftrefs at the capitulation of 
Carberry-hill ; and from hence he took his departure for his long, but merited milery. 

In this town was a convent of Mathurines, founded by Patrick Earl of Dunbar and 
March, in 1218 ; and another of Carmelites or white friers, in 1263. 

July 18. Rode within fight of Tantallon caftle, now a wretched ruin ; once the 
feat of the powerful Archibald Douglas, Earl of Angus, which for fonts time redded 
all the efforts of James V. to fubdue it. 

A little further, about a mile from the fhore, lies the Bafs Iflmd, or rather rock, of 
a moft ftupendous height; on the fouth fide the top appears of a conic fhape, but the 
other overhangs the fea in a moft tremendous manner. The caftle, which was once 
the ftate prifon of Scotland, is now neglefled : it lies clofe to the edge of the precipice, 
facing the little village of Caftleton ; where I took boat, in order to vifit this Angular 
fpot; but the weather proved unfavourable; the wind blew fo frefli, and the waves 
ran fo high, that it was impoffible to attempt landing *, for even in calmer weather it 
cannot be done without hazard, there being a deep rock to afeend, and commonly a 
great fwell, which often removes the boat, while you are fealing the precipice ; fo, in 
cafe of a falfe ftep, there is the chance of falling into a water almoft unfathomable. 

My anonymous friend tells me that this rock has the appearance of being volcanic, 
and that it confifts of two malfes caft up together, but fo irregularly joined, that he 
knew a perfon who feme years ago had a (dually crept through the pafTage which ran 
from north to fouth. 

Various forts of water fowl repair annually to this rock to breed; but none in 
greater numbers than the gannets, or Soland geefe, multitudes of which were then fit¬ 
ting on their nefts] near the Doping part of the ille, and others flying over our boat: it 
is not permitted to (hoot at them, the place being farmed principally on account of the 
profit arifing from the fale of the young of thefe birds, and of the kittiwake, afpecies of 
sliU, fo called from its cry. The firft are fold at Edinburgh t for twenty-pence apiece, 
and ferved up roafted a little before dinner. This is the only kind of provifion whofe 
price has not been advanced ; for we learn from Mr. Ray, that it was equally dear 
above a century ago {. It is unneceffay to fay nlore of this lingular bird, as it has been 
very fully treated of in the fecond volume of the Britilh Zoology. 

With much difficulty landed at North Berwick, three miles diftant from Caftleton, 
the place we intended to return to. The firft is a finall town pleafantly feated near a 

* Polybius, lib. iii. c. 23. 

■y Solan Goose. —There is to be fold by John Watfon, jnn. at his Hand at the Poultry, Edinburgh, 
all lawful days in the week, wind and weather ferviug, good and frelh Solan geefe. Any who have octa¬ 
gon for the fame may have them at reafonable rates. 

Aug. j, 1768. EtiKBuRG* Advertiser. 

f Ray’s Itineraries, 192. 
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high conic hill, partly planted with trees: it is feen at a great diftanee, and is called 
North Berwick Law : a name given ro ftfveral other high hills in this pare of the 
ifland. 

Pafs through Abberladie and Prefton Pans : the lad takes its name from its felt-pans* 
there being a confiderable work of that article j alfo another of vitriol* Saw at a final! 
diftanee the field of battle, or rather of carnage* known by the name of the battle of Prefton 
Pans* where the rebels gave a leffon of feverity, which was more than retaliated the 
following fpring at Cullodcn- Obferved, in this day’s ride (t forget the fpot) Seaton* 
the once princely feat of the Earl of Wintoun, now a ruin; judicioufiy left in that ft ate* 
as a proper remembrance of the fad fate of thofe who engage in rebellious politics* 

Pinkie and Carberry-hill lie a little weft of the road, a few miles from Edinburgh ; 
each of them famed in hiftory. The firfl noted for the fatal overthrow of the Scots 
under their Regent, the Earl of Arran, on September the icth, 1547, by the Proteftor* 
Duke of Somerfet* Ten thoufand Scots fell that day : and by this rough courtfhip, 
Mary Stuart, then in her minority, was frightened into the arms of the Dauphin of 
France, inftead of fiiaring the crown of England with her amiable coufin Edward VI* 
Twenty years after, Carberry-hill proved a fpot ftill more pregnant with misfortunes to 
this imprudent princefs* Pier army, in 1567, occupied the very camp polTefted by the 
Engllfh before the battle of Pinkie, Here, with the profligate Bothwell, fhc hoped to 
make a ftand againft her infargent nobles. Her forces, terrified with the badnefs of 
the caufe, declined the fight- She furrendered to the confederates \ while her hufband, 
by the connivance of Morton and others, partakers of his crimes, retired, and efcaped 
his merited puniftimeot* 

At Muffelburgh, crofs the Elk near its mouth. There are great marks of improve¬ 
ment on approaching the capital; the roads good, the country very populous, numbers 
of manufactures carried on, and the proipeft embeUifhed with gentlemen s feats- Reach 
Edinburgh *,—A city that poffefies a boldnefs and grandeur of fituation beyond any 
that I had ever feen. It is built on the edges and fides of a vail Hoping rock, of a great 
and precipitous height at the upper extremity, and the fides declining very quick and 
fteep into the plain- The view of the houfes at a diftanee ftrikes the travelier with 
wonder; their own loftmefs, improved by their almoft aerial fituation, gives them a look 
of magnificence not to be found in any other part of Great Britain- All thefe con- 
fpicuous buildings form the upper part of the great ftreet, are of ftone, and make a hand- 
fome appearance : they are generally fix or feven {lories high in front; but by reafon 
of the declivity of the hill, much higher backward; one in particular, called Babel, had 
about twelve or thirteen (lories, before the fire in 1700, but is now reduced to ten or 
eleven. Every houfe has a common ftaircafe, and every fiery is the habitation of a 
feparate family. The inconvenience of this particular ftruclure need not be mentioned ; 
notwithflanding the utinoft attention, in the article of cleanlinefs, is in general obferved* 
The common complaint of the ftreets of Edinburgh is novy taken away, by the viligance 
of the magiftrates f, and their feverity againft any that offend in any grofs degree J. It 
muft be obferved, that this unfortunate fpecies of archite&ure arofe from the turbu¬ 
lence of the times in which it was in vogue : every body was defirous ol getting as near 

# Known throughout the Highlands by the name Dun-edm* t r , - - 

f The firsts are cleaned early every morning. Once the city payed For the cleaning j at preknt it is 

rented for four or five hundred pounds annum* . , , - 

1 In the dofes ? or allies, the inhabitants are very apt to fling out their filth, Bcc, without regarding wfio 
paffcs; but the fufFerer may call every inhabitant of the houfe it came from to account, and make them 
prove the delinquent, who is always pimhhed with a heavy fine. 
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as poffible to the protefHon of the caftle j the houfes were crouded together, and I may 
fay, piled one upon another, merely on the principle of fecurity. 

The caftle is ancient, but ftrong, placed oh the fuminit of the hill, at the edge of a 
very deep precipice. Strangers are fliewn a very ftnall room in which Mary Queen of 
Scots was delivered of James VI. 

From this fortrefs is a full view of the city and its environs ; a ftrange profpect of 
rich country, with vafl rocks and mountains intermixed. On the fouth and eafl: are the 
meadows, or the public walks, Herriot’s Holpital, part of the town overfhadowed by 
the flupendous rocks of Arthur’s Seat and Salulbury Craigs, the Pentland hills at a few 
miles diltance, and at a Hill greater, thofe of Muirfoot, whofe fides are covered with 
verdant turf. 

To the north is a full view of the Firth of Forth, from Queen's Ferry to its mouth, 
with itsfouthern banks covered with towns and villages. On the whole the profpeft is 
fmgular, various, and fine. 

The refervoir of water # for fupplying the city lies in the CafHe-ftreet, and is well 
worth feeing : the great ciftern contains near two hundred and thirty tons of water, 
which is conveyed to the feveral conduits, that are difpofed at proper diftances in the 
principal ftreets ; thefe are conveniencies that few towns in North Britain are without. 

On the fouth fide of the High-ftreet, is the Parliament Clofe, a fmall fquare, in 
which is the Parliament Houfe, where the courts of juftice are held.- Below flairs is 
the Advocates’ library founded by Sir George Mackenzie, and now contains above 
thirty thoufand volumes, and feveral manufcripts: among the more curious are the four 
Evangelifts, very legible, notwitbdanding it is faid to be feveral hundred years old, 

St. Jerome’s bible, wrote about the year 1 too. 

A Malabar book, written on leaves of plants. 

A Turkilh manufcript, illuminated in feme parts like a mtffal. Elogium in fultan 
Morad fill urn JUii Soliman Titreici . Script . Conjlantinopoli. Anns Hegira, 992. 

Cartularies, or records of the nionafleries, lome very ancient. 

A very large Bible, hound in four volumes \ illuftrated with fcripture prints, by the 
fir(i engravers, pafled in, and collected at a vaft expence. There are befides great 
numbers of antiquities, not commonly fhewn, except inquired after. 

The Luckenbooth row, which contains the Tolbooth, or city prifon j and the weigh- 
ing-houfe, which brings in a revenue of 500I. per annum , Hands in the middle of the 
High-ftreet, and with the guard-houfe, contributes to fpoil as fine a ftreet as molt in 
Europe, being in fome parts eighty feet wide and finely built. 

The exchange is a handfome modern building, in which is the cuftom-houfe: the 
firft is of no ufe in its proper character; for the merchants always chufe Handing in 
the open ftreet, expofed to all kinds of weather. 

The old cathedral is now called the New Church, and is divided into four places of 
worlhip ; in one the Lords of the Seflions attend : there is alfo a throne and a ca¬ 
nopy for his majefty Ihould he vifit this capital, and another for the Lord Commiflioner. 
There is no mufic either in this or any other of the Scotch churches, for Peg ftill faints 
at the found of an organ. This is the more furprifing, as the Dutch, who have the- 
lame eftablilhed religion, are extremely fond of that folemn inftrument j and even in the 
great church of Geneva the pfalmody is accompanied with an organ. 

The part of the fame called St. Giles’s church has a large tower, oddly terminated ' 
with a fort of crown. 

* It is conveyed in pipes flora the Pentland hills five miles diflanti 
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On the front of a houfe In the Nether Bow, are two fine profile heads of a man and 
a woman, of Roman fculpture, fuppofed to be thofe of Severus and Julia: but, as ap¬ 
pears from an inlcription * made by the perfon who put them into the wall, were niif- 
taken for Adam and Eve. 

Near the Trone church are the remains of the houfe, (now a tavern) where Mary 
Stuart was confined the night after the battle of Carben y. 

At the end of the Cannongate-flreet ftandi Holy R ood palace, originally an abbey 
founded by David L in i j 28* The towers on the N. W. fide were eredted by James V. 
together with other buildings, for a royal reftdence; according to the editor of Cam¬ 
den, great part, except the towers above mentioned, were burnt by Cromwell; but the 
other towers* with the reft; of this magnificent palace, as it now Hands, were executed 
by Sir William Bruee, by the directions of Charles IL ; within is a beautiful fquare, with 
piazzas on every fide, It contains great numbers of fine .apartments ; fome, that are 
called the King’s, are in great diforqer, the reft: are granted to feveral of the nobility. 

In the Earl of Rreacklbane’s, are fome good portraits, 

William Duke of Newcaflte by Vandyck; 

And by Sir Peter Lely, the Duke and Dutchefs of Lauderdale, and Edward Earl of 
Jerfey, There is befides a very good head of a boy by Morrillio, and fome views of 
the fine feenes near bis lordfhip’s feat at Taymouth. 

At Lord Dunrnore’s lodgings is a very large piece of Charles T, and his Queen going 
to ride, with the Iky fhowering rofes on them 5 a black holds a grey horfe; the cele¬ 
brated Jeffery Hudfon f the dwarf with a fpaniel in a firing, and feveral other dogs 
fponing round : the queen is painted with a love-lock, and with browner hair and 
completion, and younger, than I ever law her drawn. It is a good piece, and was the 
work of Mytens, predeedfor in fame to Vandyck. In the fame place are two other 
good portraits of Charles IL and James VII. * 

The gallery of this palace takes up one fide, and is filled with coloffal portraits of 
the Kings of Scotland. 

In the old towers are fhewn the apartments where the murthee of David Rizzo was 
committed. 

That beautiful piece of Gothic architecture, the chuixh, or chapel, of Holy-Rood 
Abbey, is now a ruin, the roof having fallen in, by a rnoft fcandalous negle£t, notyrith- 
fianding money had been granted by government to preferve it entire. Beneath the 
ruins lie the bodies of James IL and James V. Henry Darnly, and feveral other perfons 
of rank ; and the inferiptions on feveral of their tombs are preferred by Maitland. A 
gentleman informed me, that fome years ago he had feen the remains of the bodies, 
but in a very decayed (late: the beards remained on fome; and that the bones of 
Henry Darnly proved their owner by their great fize, for he was faid to De feven feet 

Near this palace is the Park, firft: inclofed by James V.; within are the vaft rocks 
known by the names of Arthur’s Seat and Salufbury’s Craigs ; their fronts exhibit a 
romantic and wild feene of broken rocks gand vafi precipices, which from fome points 
feem to over-hang the lower parts of the city. Great columns of Hone, from forty to 
fifty feet in length, and about three feet in diameter, regularly pentagonal, or hex¬ 
agonal, hang down the face of' fome of thefe rocks almofii perpendicularly, or with a 

'* [nfudon utiliUs tut n>c/ht m U pans. Anna 1621 . Thefe heads are well engraven in Gordon’s Itinerary* 
tab. H. ' * 

f For a further account of this little hero confult Mr. Walpoles Anecdotes of Fainting, iL p, 10. 

I According to Maitland, iheir perpendicular height is 656 feet. 
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very flight dip, and form a ftrange appearance. Beneath this ftratmn is a quarry of 
free-ftone. Confiderable quantities of ftone from the quarries have been cut and fent 
to London for paving the ftreets, its great hardnefs rendering it excellent for that 
purpofe. Beneath thefe hills are fome of the molt beautiful walks about Edinburgh, 
commanding a fine profpeft over feveral parts of the country. 

On one fide of the Park are the ruins of St. Anthony’s chapel, once- the refort of 
numberlefs votaries; and near it is a very plentiful fpring. 

The fouth part of the city has feveral things worth vifiting. Harriot’s Hofpital is a 
fine old building, much too magnificent for the end propofed, that of educating poor 
children. It was founded by George Herriot, jeweller to James VI. who followed that 
monarch to London, and made a large fortune. There is a fine view of the caftle, 
and the hoping part of the city, from the front: the gardens were once the refort of 
the gay ; and there the Scotch poets often laid, in their comedies, the fcenes of in¬ 
trigue. , 

In the church-vard of the Grey Friers, is the monument of Sir George Mackenzie, 
a rotunda ; with *a multitude of other tombs. This is one of the few cemeteries to this 
populous city; and from it is a very fine view of the caftle, and the lofty ftreet that 
leads to that fortrefs. 

The college is a mean building; it contains the houfes of the Principal and a few of 
the Profeffors : the Principal’s houfe is fuppofed to be on the fite of that in which 
Henry Darnly was murdered, then belonging to the provoft of the kirk of Field. 
The ftudents of the univerfity are difperfed over the town, and are about fix hundred in 
number;'but wear no academic habit. The ftudents are liable to be called before the 
profeffors, who have power of rebuking or expelling them: I cannot learn that either is 
ever exerted ; but, as they are for the moft part volunteers for knowledge, few of them 
defert her ftalidards. There are twenty-two profeffors of different fciences, moft of 
whom read leftures : all the chairs are very ably filled *, thofe in particular which relate 
to the ftudy of medicine, as is evident from the number of ingenious phyficians, eieves 
of this univerfity, who prove the abilities of their matters. The Mufeum has for many 
years been negle&ed. 

The royal infirmary is a fpadous and handfome edifice, capable of containing two 
hundred patients. The operation-room is particularly convenient, the council-room 
elegant, with a good picture in it of Provoft Drummond. From the cupola of this 
building is a fine profpeft, and a full view of the city. 

Not far from hence are about three acres of ground defigned for a fquare, called 
George Square: a fmall portion is at prefent built, confiding of finall but commodious 
houfes, in the Englifh fafhion. Such is the fpirit of improvement, that within thefe 
three years fixty thoufand pounds have been expended in houfes of the modern tatte, 
and twenty thoufand in the old. 

Watfon’s hofpital fhould not be forgot: a large good building, behind the Grey 
Friers church ; an excellent inftitution for the educating and apprenticing the children 
of decayed merchants ; who, after having ferved their time with credit, receive fifty 
pounds to let up with. 

The meadows, or public walks, are well planted, and are very extenfive: thefe are 
the mall of Edinburgh, as Comely Gardens are its Vauxhall. 

The Cowgateisa long ftreet, running parallel with the High-ftreet, beneath the fteep 
fouthem declivity of the city, and terminates in the Grafs-market, where cattle are 
fold, and criminals executed. On feveral ©f the houfes are fmall iron croffes, which, 

I was informed, denoted that they once belonged to the knights of St. John. 
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On the north fide of the city lies the new town, which is planned with great judgment, 
and will prove a magnificent addition to Edinburgh; the houfes in St. Andrew’s Square 
colt from 18ool. to 2000I. each, and one or two 4000 or 5000I. They are all built 
in the modern ftyle, and are free from the inconveniences attending the old city. 

Thefe improvements are connected to the city by a very beautiful bridge, whofe 
higheft arch is ninety five feet high. 

In the walk of this evening, I palled by a deep and wide hollow beneath Cal ton Hill, 
the place where thofe imaginary criminals, witches and forcerers, in lefs enlightened 
times, were burnt; and where, at feltive feafons, the gay and gallant held their tilts and 
tournaments. At one of thefe, it is faid that the Earl of Bothwell made the firit im- 
preffion on the fufceptible heart of Mary Stuart, having galloped into the ring down the 
dangerous fteeps of the adjacent hill; forhefeeraed to think that 

Women bom to becontroPd 
Stoop to the forward and the bold. 

The defperate feats were the humour of the times of chivalry : Brantome relates, that 
the Due de Nemours galloped down the Heps of the Sainte Chappel at Paris, to the 
aftonilhment of the beholders. 1 he men cultivated every exercile that could preferve 
or improve their bodily ftrength; the ladies, every art that tended to exalt their 
charms, Mary is reported to have ufed a bath of white wine; a cuftora ftrange, but 
not without precedent. Jaques du Fouilloux enraptured with a country girl, enumerat¬ 
ing the arts which {he fcorned to ufe to improve her perfon, mentions this: 

Point re porta ft de ce Tinge femelle 
Pour amoindrir fon feing et fa mammelle. 

Vafqume nulle, on a hcuti pel 19011 
Eile tie portok, ce n’eitok fa te^on* 

Point ne prenoit vln blanc pour fe baigner, 

Ne drogue encore pour four foo corps allcger*. 

At a fmall walk’s difiance from Calton Hill, lies the new botanic garden f, confift- 
ingof five acres of ground, a green-houfe fifty feet long, two temperate rooms, each 
twelve feet, and two ftoves, each twenty-eight feet: the ground rifes to the north, and 
defends the plants from the cold winds: the foil a light fand, with a black earth on the 
furface. It is finely {locked with plants, whofe arrangement and cultivation do much 
credit to my worthy friend Dr. Hope, profeffor of botany, who planned and executed 
the whole. It was begun in 1764, being founded by the munificence of His prefent 
Majefty, who granted fifteen hundred pounds for that purpofe. 

During this week's ftay at Edinburgh, the prices of provifions were as follow : 

Beef, from jd. to 3-d.; Mutton,from4d. to 3vd. ; Veal,from jd. to 3d.; Lamb, 
2|d.; Bacon,yd.; Butter, in fummer, Sd. in winter, is.; Pigeons, per dozen, from 
Sd. to 5s.; Chickens, per pair, Sd. to is.; A fowl, is. 2d. ; Green goofe, 3s.; Fat 
goofe, 2Si fid.; Large turkey, 4s. or 5s. ; Pig, 2s. ; Coals, jd. or fid. per hundred 
delivered. 

Many fine excurfions may be made at a fmall diftance from this city. Leith, a large 
town, about two miles north, lies on the Firth, is a flourifliing place, and the port of 
Edinburgh. The town is dirty and ill built, and chiefly inhabited byfailors; but the 

* V Adokfcence fie Jaques dti Fouilloux, 88* 

f Th- old botanic garden Iks to the caft oi the new bridge ; an account of it is to be feen in the 
Mnfcuni Baliburianum. 
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Is very fine, and is a much frequented walk. The races were at this time on the 
lands, near low-water mark : confidering their vicinity to a great city and populous 
country, the company was far from numerous ; a proof that diihpation has not gene 
rally infected the manners of the North Britans. 

Craicmillar cattle is feated on a rocky eminence, about two miles fouth of Ldm- 
bur eh is fquare. and has towers at each corner. Some few apartments are yet in¬ 
habited ; but the relt of this great pile is in ruins. Mary Stuart fomenmes made this 

place her refidence. . , , ., e r ■> „ 

New bottle, the feat of the Marquifs of Lothian, is a pleafant ride of a few miles 

from the capital. It was once a Ciftercian abbey, founded by David I. m 1140 ; but, 
in s cc, i, was ereaedinto a Iord{hip,in favour of Sir Mark her fon of Sir Waltei Rei, 
of Ofsford. The houfe lies in a warm bottom, and, like moll other of the houfes c; 
the Scotch nobility, refembles a French chateau, by having a village or little paltry town 
adricent. The fituation is very favourable to trees, as appears by the vaft fize of thole 
near the houfe; and I was informed, that fruit ripens here within ten days as early 

' The Marquifs poffeffes a mod valuable collection of portraits, many of them very fine, 
and almoft all very mftruftive. A large half-length of Henry Darnly reprefents him 
tall, aukward and gauky, with a ftupid, infiptd countenance; moft hkely drawn after 
he had loft by intemperance and debauchery, thofe charms which captivated the heart 

A head of her mother, Marie de Gmfe; not lefs beautiful than her daughter. 

A head of Madame Monpenfier, and of feveral other ilLuftnous perfons, who 

graced the court of Lewis XIII. 

Prince Rupert and Prince Maurice, in one piece. 

Some fmall portraits, ftudies of Vandyck ; among which is one of William Eail ot 
Pembroke, of whom Lord Clarendon gives fo advantageous a character. 

A beautiful half-length of Henrietta, Queen of Charles I. Her charms almoft apo- 
logize for the compliances of the uxorious monarch. 

"His daughter, the Dutchefs of Orleans. . 

The wife of Philip the Bold, inferibed Marga Mala, Lodo Malo. 

Head of Robert Car, Earl of Somerfet; the countenance effeminate, fmall features, 
light flaxen or yeltowifli hair, and a very final 1 beard: is an original of that worthies 
favourite, and proves that the figure given as his among the iltuftnous heads is errone¬ 
ous, the laft being reprefented as a robuft black man. A print l have of him by 
Simon Pafs is authentic : the plate is of oftavo fize, reprefents him 111 hair curled to the 
top ; and in his robes, with the George pendent. 

His father. Sir Robert Car of Femihurft. 

An Earl of Somerfet; of whom I could get no account; handiome; with Long li e fit 

hair inclining to yellow: a head. , . . , 

A full length of James I. by Jamefon. Another of Charles I. when young, in rich 

armour, black and gold : a capital piece. 

LadyTufton; a fine half length. 

Earl Morton, regent: half-length; a yellow beard. . 

A head of General Ruthven, Sir Patrick Ruthven, a favourite of Guftavus Adol¬ 
phus - knitted in his majefly’s tent in prefence of the whole army at Daifaw m 
Pruflia onthe 23d of September 1627. As potent in the campaigns-of Bacchus as of 
Mars and ferviceable to his'great matter in both. He vanquiflied his enemies in the 
; a nd by the ftrength of his head, and goodnefs of underftanding, could in COn- 
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vivial hours estraft from the minifters of unfriendly powers, fecrets of the firft import¬ 
ance. He paffed afterwards into the fervice of Charles I. and behaved with the fpirit 
and integrity that procured him the honours of Earl of Forth in Scotland, and after¬ 
wards Earl of Brentford in England. He died in a very advanced age in 1651. 

Two very curious half-lengths on wood : one of a man with a iong forked black 
beard ; his jacket flafhed down in narrow (tripes from top to bottom, and the ftripes 
loofe : the other with a black full beard; the lame fort of ftripes, but drawn tight by 
a girdle. 

The Doge of Venice, by Titian. 

Three by Morillio; boys and girls in low life. 

A remarkable line piece of our three firft circum-navigators, Drake, Hawkins, and 
Candifh ; half-length. 

The heads of Mark Earl of, Lothian, and his lady, by Sir Antonio More. 

Mark Kei-, prior of Newbottle, who, at the reformation, complied with the times, 
and got the efface of the abbey. 

In the woods adjacent to this feat are fame fubterraneous apartments and paffages cut 
out of the live rock: they feem to have been excavated by the ancient inhabitants of 
the country either as receptacles for their provifions, or a retreat for themfelves and 
families in time of war, in the fame manner, as Tacitus relates, was cuftomary with the 

old Germans *. ... _ ,, ,. . . 

Two or three miles diftant from Newbottle is Dalkeith, a fmall town, adjoining to 
Dalkeith Houfe, the feat of the Duke of Buccleugh : originally the property of the 
Douglades ; and, when in form of a cattle, of great ftrength ; and during the time of 
the regent Morton's retreat, ftyled the Lion’s Den. - 

The portraits at Dalkeith are numerous, and fome good ; among others, the 
Firft Duke of Richmond and his Dutch els. 

The Dutchefs of Cleveland. r , , T 1 t? 

Countefs of Buccleugh, mother to the Dutchefs of Monmouth, and Lady Eghngton, 

^The^Dutchefs and her two fons : the Dutchefs of York ; her hand remarkably fine: 

'^Mrsl^Lucy Waters, mother of the Duke of Monmouth, with his picture m her 

^Dutchefs of Cleveland and her fon, an infant; fhe in charaaer of a Madonna: 

^The Duke of Monmouth, in charafler of a young S t. John. 

Lord Strafford and his fecretary ; a fmall ftudy of Vandyck. 

Henrv VIII. and Oueen Catherine, with the divorce in her hand ; two fmall pieces 
by Holbein. Anna'Bullen, by the fame, dreffed in a black gown, large yellow netted 
ileeves, in a blackcap* peaked behind* 

Lady Jane Gray, with long hair, black and very thick; not handfome; but the 
virtues and the intelleHual perfeaions of that fuffenng innocent, more than lupphed the 

abl A hri fpTritedpiameof the Duke of Monmouth on horfeback. The fame in ar- 
mour. *A11 his pictures have a handfome likenefs of his father. 

* Solent a fubterraneos fpecn aperire, cofque multo Infi.per fimo entrant, h ‘ e ^ €t rece P' 

Germanoruro, c. 16 . ^ Dutchefs 
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Dutchefs of Richmond, with -a bow in her hand, by Sir Peter Lely. 

A fine head of the late Duke of Ormond. 

A beautiful head of Mary Stuart; the face fharp, thin and young; yet has a likc- 
nefs to fome others of her pictures, done before misfortunes had altered tier; her dr els 
a ftrait gown, open at the top and reaching to her ears, a final! cap, and fraall ruff, 
with a red rofe in her hand. 

In this palace is a room entirety furnifhed by Charles II. on occafion of the marri¬ 
age of Monmouth, with the heirefs ofthehoufe. 

At Smelon, another feat of the Duke of Buccleugh, a mile diftant from the firft, is 
a fine half-length of General Monk looking over his Ihonlder, with his back towards 
you; he reftded long at Dalkeith, when lie commanded in Scotland. 

Nell Gwinne loofely attired. 

A fine marriage of St. Catherine, by Vandyck. 

July 24. Left Edinburgh, and palled beneath the caflle, whofe height and ftrength, 
in my then fituation, appeared to great advantage. The country I paffed through was 
well cultivated, the fields large, but moftly inclofed with ftone walls; for hedges are not 
yet become univerfal in this part of the kingdom : it is not a century fince they were 
known here. Reach the 

South-ferry, a fmall village on the banks of the Firth, which fuddenly is con trailed 
to the breadth of Uvo miles by the jutting out of the land on the north Ihore; but al- 
mofl inftantly widens towards the weft into a fine and extenfive bay. The profpecl: on 
each fide is very beautiful; a rich country, frequently diverfified with towns, villages, 
caftles, and gentlemen’s feats *. There is befide a vaft view up and down the Firth, 
from its extremity, not remote from Stirling, to its mouth near May ifle; in all, about 
fixty miles. To particularize the objefts of this rich view : from the middle of the 
pafi’age are feen the coafts of Lothian and Fife; the ifles of Garvie and Inch-Colm; the 
town of Dumfermline ; fouth and north Ouecn’s-ferries ; and Burrowftonefs finoking 
at a diltance from its numerous falt-pans and fire-engines. On the fouth fide are Hqpe- 
ton-houfe, Dundafs caltle, and many other gentlemen’s feats; with Blacknefs cal tie. 
On the north fide, Rofythe caftle, DimibrylTel, and at a diltance. the caltle and town of 
Brunt-ifland; with the road of Leith, often filled with fliips, and a magnificent diftanl 
view of the caltle of Edinburgh on the fouth. 

This ferry is alfo called Queen’s-ferry, being the paffage much ufed f by Margaret, 
queen to Malcolm III., and filter to Edgar Etheling, her refidence being at Dumferm¬ 
line. Crofs over in an excellent boat; obferve midway the little ifle called Inlh-Garvey, 
with the ruin of a fmall caltle. An arftic gull flew near the boat, purfued by other 
gulls, as birds of prey are: this is the fpecies that perfecutes and purfues the leffer kinds, 
till they mute through fear, when it catches up their excrements ere they reach the 
water : the boatmen, on that account, ftyled it the dirty aulin. 

Landed in the Ihire of Fife at North-ferry, near which are the great granite quar¬ 
ries, which help to fupply the ftreets of London with paving Hones; many fhips then 
waiting near in order to take their lading. The granite lies in great perpendicular 
flacks; above which is a reddilh earth filled with friable micaceous nodules. The gra¬ 
nite itfelfis very hard, and is all blafted with gun-powder: the cutting into fliape for 

* Such as Rofythe calUe, Dumfermline town, Lord Murray’s, Lord Hopetoun’s, Captain Dundafs’s. 

f Or, mothers fay, becaufe Ihe, her brother and fitter, firft landed there* after their efcape from Wil¬ 
liam the Conqueror. 

J Fart of the ancient Caledonia* 
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Dutchefs of Richmond, with 5 bow in her hand, by Sir Peter Lely. 

A fine head of the late Duke of Ormond. 

A beautiful head of Mary Stuart; the face fharp, thin and young; yet has a like- 
nefs to feme others of her pictures, done before misfortunes had altered her; her drelk 
a ftrait gown, open at the top and reaching to her ears, a fmall cap, and ftnall ruff, 
with a red rofe in her hand. 

In this palace is a room entirety fund Hied by Charles II. on occafion of the marri¬ 
age of Monmouth, with the heirels of the houfe. 

At Smeton, another feat of the Duke of Buccleugh, a mile diftant from the firft, is 
a fine half-length of General Monk looking over his fhoulder, with his back towards 
you ; he refided long at Dalkeith, when he commanded in Scotland. 

Nell Gwinne loofely attired. 

A fine marriage of St. Catherine, by Vandyck. 

July 24. Left Edinburgh, and paffed beneath the caflle, whole height and flrength, 
in my then fituation, appeared to great advantage. The country I paffed through was 
well cultivated, the fields large, but moftly inclofed with done walls; for hedges are not 
yet become univerfal in this part of the kingdom : it is not a century fince they were 
known here. Reach the 

South-ferry, a fmall village on the banks of the Firth, which fuddenly is contracted 
to the breadth of two miles by the jutting out of the land on the north Ihore; but al- 
1110ft inftantly widens towards the weft into a fine and extenfive bay. The profpeCt on 
each fide is very beautiful; a rich country, frequently diverfified with towns, villages, 
caftles, and gentlemen’s feats *. There is befide a vaft view up and down the Firth, 
from its extremity, not remote from Stirling, to its mouth near May file; in all, about 
fixty miles. To particularize the objects of this rich view: front the middle of the 
paflage are feen the coafts of Lothian and Fife; the ifles of Garvie and Inch-Cohn; the 
town of Dumferntline ; fouth and north Queen’s-ferries; and Burro wftonefs fmoking 
at a diftance from its numerous falt-pans and fire-engines. On the fouth fide are Hope- 
ton-houfe, Dundafs caftle, and many other gentlemen's feats; with Blacknefs caflle. 
On the north fide, Rofythe caflle, Dumbryflel, and at a difiance, the caflle and town of 
Erunt-iiland; with the road of Leith, often filled with fhips, and a magnificent diftant 
view of the caflle of Edinburgh on the fouth. 

This ferry is alfo called Queen’s-ferry, being the paflage much ufedf by Margaret, 
queen to Malcolm III., and filler to Edgar Etheling, her refidence being at Dumferm- 
line. Crofs over in an excellent boat; obferve midway the little ifle called Infli-Garvey, 
with the ruin of a fmall caftle. An arftic gull flew near the boat, purfued by other 
gulls, as birds of prey are: this is the fpecies that perfecutes and purfues the lefler kinds, 
till they mute through fear, when it catches up their excrements ere they reach the 
water : the boatmen, on that account, fly led it the dirty aulin. 

Landed in the fhire of Fife at North-ferry, near which are the great granite quar¬ 
ries, which help to fupply the ftreets of London with paving Hones; many fhips then 
waiting near in order to take their lading. The granite lies in great perpendicular 
flacks; above which is a reddifh earth filled with friable micaceous nodules. The gra¬ 
nite itfelfis very hard, and is all blafted with gun-powder: the cutting into fliape for 

* Such as Rofythe caftle, DumFermlmc town, Lord Murray’s, Lord Hopetoun's, Captain Dundafs’s. 

f Or, a* others fay 3 becaufe Oie* her brother and fitter* firft landed there s after their efcape from Wil¬ 
liam the Conqueror. 

£ Part of the ancient Caledon la • 
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paving cofts two {hillings and eight-pence per ton, and the freight to London feven 
{hillings. 

The country, as far as Kinrofs, is very fine, con filling of gentle rifings; much corn, 
efpecially bear; but few trees, except about a gentleman’s feat called Blair, where there 
are great and fiourifiiing plantations. Near the road are the laft collieries'in Scotland-, 
except the inconfiderablc works in tile county of Sutherland. 

Kinrofs is a fnn.ll town, feated in a large plain, bounded by mountains; the houfe-s 
and trees are lo intermixed, as to give it an agreeable appearance. It has fotne manu¬ 
factures of linen and cutlery ware. At this time was a meeting of jufiices, on a fingu- 
lar occafion : a vagrant had been, not long before, ordered to be whipped ; but fuck 
was the point of honour among the common people, that no one could be perfuaded to 
go to Perth for the executioner, who lived there : to prefs, I may fay, two men for 
that fervice was the caufe of the meeting ; fo Mr. Bofwell may rejoice to find the no¬ 
tion of honour prevail in as exalted a degree among his own countrymen, as among the 
virtuous Corficans *. 

Not far from the town is the houfe of Kinrofs, built by the famous architeft Sir Wil¬ 
liam Bruce, for his own reftdence, and was the firft good houfe of regular archireflure 
in North Britain. It is a large* elegant, but plain building: the hail is fifty-two feet 
long ; the grounds about it well planted ; the fine lake adjacent; fo that it is capable 
of being made as delightful a ipot as any in North Britain. 

Loch-Leven, a magnificent piece of water, very broad, but irregularly indented, is 
about twelve miles in circumference, and its greateft depth about twenty four fathoms: 
is finely bounded by mountains on one fide ; on the other by the plain of Kinrofs ; and 
prettily embelliflied with feveral groves, moll fortunately difpofed. Some illands are 
difperfed in this great expanfe of water; one of which is large enough to feed feveral 
head of cattle: but the moft remarkable is that diftinguifhed by the captivity of Mary 
Stuart, which Hands almoft in the middle of the lake. The caflle {till remains; con- 
fifts of a fquare tower, a fmall yard with two round towers, a chapel, and the ruins of 
a building where, it is {aid, the unfortunate princefs was lodged. In the fquare tower 
is a dungeon, with a vaulted room above, over which had been three other {lories. 
Some trees are yet remaining on this little fpot; probably coeval with Mary, under 
whofe Ihade Ihe may have fat, expecting herefcape at length effected by the enamoured 
Douglas f. This caflle had before been a royal refidence, but not for captive monarchs; 
having been granted from the crown by Robert III. to Douglas, laird of Loch-Leven. 

This cattle underwent a fiege in the year 1335, and the method attempted to reduce 
it was of the moft lingular kind. John of Sterling, with his army of Anglicifed Scots, 
fat down before it; but finding from the filiation that it was impofiibie to fticceed in 
the common forms, he thought of this expedient. He flopped up the water of Leven, 
at its difeharge from the lake, with a great dam, with ftones, and every thing that would 
obfiruct its courfe, hoping by that means to raife the Waters fo high as to drown the 
whole garrifon. But the watchful governor, Alan de Vipont, took art opportunity of 
Tallying out in boats when the befiegers were off their guard, being intoxicated with 
celebrating St. George’s day, and piercing the dam, releafed the pent-up waters, and 
formed a moft deftructive deluge on all the plain below ; {truck a.panic into the ene- 

* Hifh Corfiea, p, 2%, of the fir ft edition, 

+Hiftorians differ in refped to the eauf- that influenced him to affift in his fovereign's efcape : fume 
attribute it tG his avarice, and think he was bribed with jewels, referved by Mary; others, that he was 
touched by a mort generous paifion: the laft opinion is the moft natural, confidenng the charms of the 
queen, and the youth or her deliverer, 
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my's army, put them to flight, and returned to his caftle laden with the lpoils of tha 
c<imp 

St. Serf’s ifle is noted for having been granted by Brudo, laft king of the Pifts, to 
St. Servan and the Culdees; a kind of priefts among the firft Chriftians of North Bri¬ 
tain, who led a fort of monadic life in cells, and for a conftderable time preferved a 
pure and uncorrupt religion: at length, in the reign of David I. were fupprefled in fa¬ 
vour of the church of Rome. The priory of Port-moak was on this ille, of which 
feme fmall remains yet exift. 

The fifli of this lake are pike, fmall perch, fine eels, and molt excellent trouts, the 
belt and the reddelt I ever faw; the large!! about fix pounds in weight. The fifhermcn 
jrave me an account of a fpecies they called the gaily trout, which are only caught from 
OctGbe&o January, are fplit, faked, and dried, for winter provifion: by the dei'eription, 
thev certainly were our char, only of a larger fize than any we have in England or 
Wales, fome being two feet and a half long. The birds that breed on the ifles are her¬ 
ring gulls, pewit gulls, and great terns, called here pittances. 

Lay at a good inn, a Angle houfe, about half a mile north of Kinrofs. 

July 25. Made an excurfion about feven miles weft, to fee the Rumbling Brig at 
Gleii-Devon, in the parifti of Muchart, a bridge of one arch, flung over a chafin worn 
by the river Devon, about eighty feet deep, very narrow, and horrible to look down - 7 
the bottom in many parts is covered with fragments; in others the waters are vifible, 
gulhing between the Hones with great violence : the fides in many places project, and 
almoft lock in each other; trees (hoot out in various fpots, and contribute to increafe 
the gloom of the glen, while the ear is filled with the cawing of daws, the cooing of 
wood-pigeons, and the impetuous noife of the waters. 

A mile lower down is the Cawdron Lin. Here the river, after a fhort fall, drops on 
rocks hollowed in a. ft range manner into large and deep cylindric cavities, open on 
one fide, or formed into great circular cavities, like cauldrons t; from whence the- 
name of the place. One in particular has the appearance of a vaft brewing-vefiel; and 
the water, by its great agitation, has acquired a yellow feu in, exactly refembling the 
yefty working of malf liquor. Juft beneath this the water darts down about thirty feet 
m form of a great white iheet: the rocks below widen confiderably, and their elifty 
fides are fringed with wood. Beyond is a view of a fine meadowy vale, and the diftant 
mountains pear Stirling. 

Two miles north is Caftle Cam pbel, feated on a fteep peninfulated rock between vaft 
mountains, having to the fouth a boundlefe view through a deep glen fhagged with 
.brufhwood ; for the forefts that once covered the country are now entirely dellroyed. 
Formerly, from its darkfome fituation, this pile was called the caftle of Gloom $ and 
all the names of the adjacent places were untable : it was feated in the parifti of Dolor, 
was bounded by the glens ol Care, and walked by the birns of Sorrow. The lordlhip was 
purchafed by the firft Fai l of Argyle. This caftle, with the whole territory belonging 
to the whole family of Argyle, underwent all the calamities of civil war in 1645 ; for 
its rival, the Marquis of Munrrofe, carried fire and fword through the whole eflare. 
The caftle was ruined, and its magnificent reliques exift, as a monument of the horror 
of the times. No wonder then that the marquis experienced fo woeful and ignominious 
a fate, when he fell into the power of fo exafperated a chieftain. 

* SibbaUTs Hift. of Fife and Kinrofs, 108. 

| In E Wf{ k:>, and the north of Germany, fuch holes as theft* are called Giants Pots, Kalin’s Vojv 12 r. 
and Ph. Tranf. abridg. V. 1:5. 


Returned 


pennant’s TOUR IN SCOTLAND. 


38 

Returned to my inn along the foot of the Ochil hills, whofe fiJes were covered with 
a fine verdure, and fed great numbers of cattle and fheep. The country below full of 
oats, and in a very improving (late: the houfes of the common people decent, but moftly 
covered with l'ods; fome were covered both with ftraw and fod. The inhabitants ex¬ 
tremely civil, and never failed offering brandy or whey, when I iiopt to make inquiries 
at any of their houfes. 

In the afternoon croffcd a branch of the fame hills, which yielded plenty of oats ; 
defcended into Strath-Earn, a beautiful vale, about thirty miles in length, full of rich 
meadows and corn-fields, divided by the river Eam, which ferpentines finely through 
the middle, hilling into the Tay, of which there is a fight at the eaft end ol the vale. It 
is prettily diverfiiied with groves of trees and gentlemen’s houfes ; among which, to¬ 
wards the weft end, is Caftle Drummond, the forfeited feat of the Earl of Perth. 

Dupplin % the refidence of the Earl of Kinnoul, feated on the north fide of the vale, 
on the edge of a ftcep glen. Only a Angle tower remains of the old caftle, the reft 
being modernized. The fouth front commands a pleafing view of the vale: behind 
are plantations extending feveral miles in length; all flouriili greatly, except thofe of 
afli. I remarked in the woods fome very large chefnuts, horfe-chefnuts, fpruce and 
filver firs, cedar and arbor vitae. Broad-leaved laburnum thrives in this country greatly, 
grows to a great fize, and the wood is ufed in Sneering. 

Fruits fucceed here very indifferently; even nonpareils require a wall: grapes, figs, 
and late peaches, will not ripen: the winters begin early, and end late, and are attended 
with very high winds. I was informed that labour is dear here, notwithftanding it is 
only eight-pence a day ; the common people not being yet got into a method of work¬ 
ing, fo do very little for their wages. Notwithftanding this, improvements are earned 
on in thefe parts with great fpirir both in planting and in agriculture. Lord Kinnoul 
planted laft year not fewer than eighty thoufand trees, befides Scotch firs ; fo provides 
future forefts for the benefit of his fucceffors, and the embelliilnnent of his country. 
In refpefl: to agriculture, there are difficulties to ftruggle with, for the country is with¬ 
out either coal or lime-ftone; fo that the lime is brought from the eftate of the Earl of 
Elgin, near Durnfermline, who, I was told, drew a confiderable revenue from the kilns. 

In Dupplin are fome very good pictures ; a remarkable one of Luther, Bucer, and 
Catherine the mm, in the chara&ers of muficians, by Giorgiani di Caftel franco. 

A fine head of a fecular prieft, by Titian. St. Nicholas bleffing three children. Two 
of cattle, by Rofa di Tivoli. A head of Spenfer. Rubens’s head, by himfelf. A fine 
head of Butler, by Sir Peter Lely. Mrs. Tofts, in the character of St. Catherine, by 
Sir Godfrey Kneller. Sir George Haye, of Maginnis, in armour, 1640; done at Rome, 
by L: Ferdinand. Haye, Earl of Carliile, in Charles I.’s time, young and very hand- 
foine. The fecond Earl of Kinnoul, by Vandyck. Chancellor Haye, by My tens. A 
good portrait of lord treafurer Oxford, by Richardfon j and a beautiful miniature of 
Sir John Earnly. 

But the molt remarkable is a head of the celebrated Countefs of Defmond, whom the 
apologifts for the ufurper Richard III. bring in as an evidence againft the received opi¬ 
nion of his deformity : ffie was daughter of the Fitzgeralds of Drumanat, in the county 
of Waterford, and married, in the reign of Edward IV., James fourteenth Earl of Def- 
inond : was in England in the fame reign, and danced at court with his brother Richard, 

• Near this place was (might the battle of Dupplin, 1332, between the Englifli, under the command of 
Ealiol, and the Scots, The fa ft were defeated, and fuch a number of the name of Hay flam, that the family 
would have been extrnd, had not feveral of their wives been left at home pregnant. 

f .Smith’s Hill, of Cork; ii 36. 
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then Duke of Gloucefter. She was then a widow, For Sir Walter R aleigh fays (he held 
her jointure from sill the Earls of Defmond fince that time She lived to the age of 
fome years above a hundred and forty, and died in the reign of James 1 . It appears 
that die retained her full vigour in a very advanced time of life ; for the ruin of the 
houfeof Defmond reduced her to poverty, and obliged her to take a journey from 
Briftol to London, to folicit relief from the court, at a time (lie was above a hundred 
and forty t- She alfo twice or thrice renewed her teeth; for Lord Bacon affurts us, 
in his Hill, of Life and Death, ter per vices dent life; and in his Natural Hiftory men¬ 
tions that die did dentire twice or thrice, carting‘her old teeth, and others coming in 
their place J 

July 27. Afcended the hill of Moncrief; the profpect from thence is the glory of Scot¬ 
land, and well merits the eulogia given it for the variety and richnefs of its views. On the 
fouth and weft appear Strath-Earn, embellifhed with the feats of Lord kinnoul, Lord 
Rollo, and of feveral other gentlemen ; the Carfe, or rich plain of Goivric; Stormont 
hills and the hill of Kinnoul, whofe vaft cliff is remarkable for its beautiful pebbles. 
The meanders of the Earn, which winds more than any river I at this time had feen, 
are moft enlivening additions to the fcene. The laft turn it takes forms a fine penin- 
fula prettily planted; and juft beyond it joins the Tay §, whofe aeftuary lies full in view,, 
the fea doling the profped on this fide. 

To the north lies the town of Perth, with a view of part of its magnificent bridge $. 
which, with the fine woods called Perth Parks, the vaft plain of Strath- lay, the winding 
of that noble river, its iflands, and the grand boundary formed by the diftant highlands, 
finifli this matchlefs fcene. The inhabitants of Perth are far from being blind to the 
beauties of their river ; for with fingular pleafure they relate the tradition of the Ro¬ 
man army, when it came in fight of the Tay, burfting into the exclamation of Ecce 
Tiberim. 

On approaching the town are fome pretty walks handfomely planted, and at a lmalL 
diftance, the remains of fome works of Cromwell’s, called Oliver’s Mount. 

Perth is large, and in general well-built $ two of the ftreets are remarkably fine ; in 
fome of the lefler are yet a few wooden houfes in the old ftyle; but as they decay, the 
ms gift rates prohibit the rebuilding them in the old way. There is but one paiiili, 
which has three churches, befides meetings for feparatifts, who are very numerous. 
One church, which belonged to a monaftery, is very ancient: not a veftige of the laft is 
now to be feen; for the difciplesof that rough apoftle Knox made a general defolation 
of every edifice that had given fhelter to the worfhippers of the church of Rome ; it 
being one of his maxims to pull down the nefls, and then the rooks would fly away. 

The fiourifhing (late of Perth is owing to two accidents : the firft, that of numbers 
of Cromwell’s wounded officers and foldiers chufing to refide here, after he left the 
kingdom, who introduced a fpirit of induftry among the people ; the other caufe was 
the long continuance of the Earl of Mar’s army here in 1715, which occaiioned vaft 
fums of money being fpent in the place. But this town, as well as all Scotland, dates 
its profperity from the year 1745* the government of this part or Great Britain having 
never been fettled till a little after that time. The rebellion was a diforder violent in 
its operation, but falutary in its effects. 

* Raleighs HilL of the World. Booki. ch, 5 . 5 P 

f Sir W. Temple’s Efiay on Health and Long Life. Vide his Works, folio ed. i. 276, 

| Cent. viii. fed. 755. $ Taus, Taciti Vit. Agr. 


The 


PEKWANT*i TOUR IN SCOTLAND. 


40 

The trade of Perth is confidcrab'e. It exports annually one hundred and fifty thou- 
fand pounds worth of linen to different places; from twenty four to thirty thouiand 
bolls of wheat and barley to London and Edinburgh, and about twelve or fourteen 
thoufand pounds worth of cured fa'mon. That filh is taken there in valt abundance; 
three thoufand have been caught in one morning, weighing one with another fixteen 
pounds; the whole capture, forty-eight thoufand pounds. The fifliery begins at 
St. Andrew's day, and ends Auguft 26th, old ffyle. The rents of the fifheries amount 
to three thoufand pounds per annum. 

■I was informed that fmelts come up this river in May and June. 

There has been in thefe parts a very great fifhery of pearl got out of the frelh-water 
mufcles. From the year 1761 to 1764, io,oool. worth were fent to London, and fold 
from 10s. to il. 16s. per ounce. 1 wa\ told that a pearl had been taken there that 
weighed 33 grains. But this filhery is at prefent exhaufted, from the avarice of the 
undertakers: it once extended as far as Loeh-Tay. 

Gowrie-houfe is (hewn to ajl ftrangers; formerly the property and refidence of the 
Earl of Gowrie, whofe tragical end and myfterious confpiracy (if confpiracy there was) 
are Hill frefh in the minds of the people of Perth. At prefent the houfe is occupied by 
fotne companies of artillery. I was fliewn the flaircafe where the unhappy nobleman 
was killed, the window the frighted monarch James roared out of, and that he efcapcd 
through, when he was faved from the fury of the populace, by baiiy Roy, a friend of 
Cowrie’s, who was extremely beloved in the town. 

From the little traditions preferved in the place, it feems as if Gowrie had not the 
lead intent of murdering the king : on the day his majeffy came to Perth, the earl was 
engaged to a wedding-dinner with the dean of guild : when the account of the king’s 
defign reached him he changed colour, on being taken £0 unprovided ; but the dean 
forced him to accept the nuptial feaff, which was fent over to the earl’s houfe. 

When the king fled, he paffed by the feat of Sir William Moncrief, near Earn-bridge, 
who happening to be walking out at that time, heard from the mouth of his terrified 
majeffy the whole relation; but the knight found it fo marvellous and fo disjointed, as 
plainly to tell the king, tc that if it was a true ffory, it was a very Orange one.” 

Gowrie was a moll; accomplilhed gentleman. After he had finiflied his ftudies, he 
held the profeflbr of pliilofophy’s chair for two years in one of the Italian universities. 

Crofs the Tay on a temporary bridge; the ffone bridge, which is to con lift of nine 
arches, being at this time imfinimed: the larged arch is feventy-lix feet wide; when 
complete, it promifes to be a molt magnificent ftructure. The river here is very vio¬ 
lent, and admits of fcarce any navigation above; but (hips of one hundred and twenty 
tons burthen come up as high as the town ; and if flat-bottomed, of even two hundred 
tons. 

Scone lies about a mile and half higher up, on the eaft bank of the river. Here was 
once an abbey of great antiquity*, which was burnt by the reforming zealots of Dundee. 
The prefent palace was begun by Earl Gowrie; but,*on his death, being granted by 
James VI. to his favourite Sir David Murray of Gofpatrie, was completed by him ; 
who, in gratitude to the King, has, in feveral parts of the houfe put up the royal arms. 
The houfe is built round two courts; the dining-room is large and handfome, has an 
ancient but magnificent chimney-piece, the king’s arms, with this motto. 

Nobis hsec invida miferimt centum fex proavi, 

* Founded by Alexander I, 1114* Tors canon reguler of St. Auguflin. 

Beneath 
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Beneath are the Murray arms. In the drawing-room is feme good old tapeftry, with 
an excellent figure of Mercury. In a final! bed-chamber is a medley fcripture-piece in 
needle-work, with a border of animals, pretty well done; the work of Mary Stuart, 
during her confinement in Loch-Levcn caftle : but the houfe in general is m a man¬ 
ner unfur milled. 

The gallery is about a hundred and fifty-five feet long ; the top arched, divided into 
compartments; filled with paintings, in water-colours, of different forts of huntings ; 
and that Nimrod, James VI. and his train, appear in every piece. . . 

Till the deftruction of the abby, the Kings of Scotland were crowned here, fittjng m 
the famous wooden chair, which Edward L tranfported to Weft minder Abby, much 
to the mortification of the Scots, who elteemed it as their palladium. Charles II. be¬ 
fore the battle of Worcefter, was crowned in the prefent chapel. The old Pretender 
refided at Scone for a confiderable time in 1715* an d his fon made it a vifit in 17 + 5 - 

Re-paffed the Tay at Bullion’s boat; vifited the field of Loncarty, celebrated for the 
n-]* ea t victory * obtained by the Scots over the Danes, by means of the gallant peafaut 
flay, and his two fons, who, with no other weapons than the yokes which they fnatched 
from their oxen then at plough, firft put a ftop to the flight of their countrymen, and 
afterwards led them on to conqueft. The noble families of Hay dcicend from this 
ruftic hero, and, in memory of the a&ion, bear for their arms the inftrument of their 
victory, with the allufive motto of Sab jugo. There are on the Ipot feveral tumuli, in 
■which are frequently found bones depofited in loofe ftones, difpofed in form of a coffin. 
Not remote is a fpot which fupplied me with far more agreeable ideas ; a tract ot 
ground, which in 1732 was a mere bog, but now converted into good meadows and 
about fifty acres covered with linen; feveral other parts with building, and all the ap- 
paratus of the linen manufafture, extremely curious and worth feeing, carried on by 
the induftrious family of the Sandimans: and in the bleachery are annually whitened 
four hundred thoufand yards of linen, the manufadure of this family, and or Mr. 

Marlhall and others from Perth. _ ' 

The country is good, full of barley, oats, and flax in abundance; but, after a iew 
miles travelling, is Weeded fcv a black heath. Ride through a beautiful plantation 
of pines, and, after defending an eafy flope, the plain beneath fuddenly contrails ltfclf 
into a narrow glen. The profpccl before me ftrongly marked the entrance into the 
Highlands, the hills that bounded it on each fide being lofty and rude On. the left 
was Birnam wood, which feerns never to have recovered the march which its anceltors 
made to Dunfinane : I was fliewn at a great diftance a high ridge of hills, where feme 
remains of that famous fortrefs (Macbeth s caftle) are find yet to exilt. 

The pafs into the Highlands is awfully magnificent; high, craggy, and often naked 
mountains prefent themfelves to view, approach very near each other, and in many 
parts are fringed with wood, overhanging and darkening the Tay, that rolls with great 
rapidity beneath. After fome advance in this hollow, a moll beautiful know I, covered 
with pines, appears full in view ; and foon after the town of Dunkeld, mated undel¬ 
and environed by crags, partly naked, partly wooded, with fummits of a valt height. 
I.ay at Invert, a good inn on the well fide of the river. 

July 28. Crofled it in a boat, attended by a tame fwan, which was perpetually ioli- 
citing our favors, by putting its neck over the fidcs of the ferry-boat. Land in the 



* In the tims r Kenneth, who began bis reign obf>. 
f Inver, a pi a lefTer river runs into a 
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Duke of Athol’s gardens, which are extremely pleafing, walhed by the river, and com¬ 
manding from different parts of the walks, the 1110ft beautiful and pifiurefque views of 
wild and gloomy nature that can be conceived. Trees of all kinds grow here ex¬ 
tremely well j and even fo fouthern a ihrub as Portugal laurel flourifhes greatly. In 
the garden are the ruins of the cathedral, once a magnificent edifice, as appears by 
the beautiful round pillars ffill /landing ; but the choir ispreferved, and at prefent ufed 
as a church. In the burial-place of the family is a'large monument of the Marquis of 
Athol, hung with the arms of the numerous connections of the family. 

On the other fide of the river is a pleafing walk along the banks of the water of 
Bran *, a great and rapid torrent, full of immenfe ftones. On a rock at the end of the 
walk, is a neat building, impending over a molt horrible chafm, into which the river 
precipitates itfelf with great noife and fury from a confiderable height. The windows 
of the pavilion are formed of painted glafs; fome of the panes are red, which makes 
the water refemble a fiery catarafil. About a mile further is another. Rumbling Brig, 
like, but inferior in grandeur, to that near Kinrofs. 

The town of Dunkeld is finall, and has a fmall linen manufacture. Much company 
reforts here in the fummer months, for the benefit of drinking goafs’ milk and whey: 

I was informed here, that thofe animals will eat ferpents; as it is well known that 
flags do. _ 

After a ride of two miles along a narrow ftrait, amidfl trees, and often in fight of 
the Tay, was driven by rain into a fifherman’s hut, who entertained me with an ac¬ 
count of his bufinefs: faid he paid ten pounds per aim. for the liberty of two or three 
miles of the river ; fold the firft fifh'of the feafon at three-pence a pound ; after that, 
got three /hillings per fifh. The houfes in thefe parts began to be covered with broom, 
which lafts three or four years : their infides mean, and very feantily furniihed; but 
the owners civil, fenfible, and of the quickeft apprehenfions. 

The ftrait now widens into a vale plentiful in oats, barley and flax, and well peopled. 
On the right is the junction of the Tay and the Tumel: the channels of thefe rivers 
are wide, full of gravel, the mark of their devaflation during floods. Due north is the 
road to Blair and Fort Auguftus, through the noted pafs of Killicrankie: turn to the 
left; ride oppofite to Caftle Menzies: reach lay mouth, the feat of the Earl of 
Bread albane. 

July 29, &c. Tay mouth f lice in a vale fcarce a mile broad, very fertile, bounded 
on each fide by mountains finely planted. Thofe on the fouth are covered with trees, 
or with corn-fields far up their fides. The hills on the north are planted with pines 
and other trees, and vaftly fteep, and have a very Alpine look; but particularly re¬ 
femble the great flope, oppofite the Grande Chartreufe in Dauphine. His lord/hip’s 
policy + furrounds the houfe, which /lands in the park, and is one of the few in which 
fallow deer are feen. 

The ground is in remarkable fine order, owing to his Lord/hip’s a/Iiduity in clearing 
it from ftones, with which it was once covered. A blafter was in eonftant employ to 
blaft the great ftones with gun-powder ; for, by reafon of their fize, there was no other 
method of removing them. 

The Berceau walk is very magnificent, compofed of great trees, forming a fine 
gothic arch ; and probably that fpecies of architecture owed its origin to fuch vaulted 

* Rivers in Scotland are very frequently called waters. 

Its name in old maps is Balloch ; i. e. the month of the Loch 1 Bala in the Britilh language* 

X This word here h guides improvements^ or ckmcfne; when ufed by a merchant, ot tradefman, dgntfies 
their warehouses, Ihops, and the like. ' 

11 K &a<ics» 
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ftmdes. The walk on the bank of the Tay is fifty feet wide, and two-and-twenty hun¬ 
dred yards lon^; but is to be continued as far as the junction of the Tay and the Lion, 
which is about°as Far more. The firft runs on the fides of the walk with great ra- 
piditv is clear 3 but not colour tefs* for its pellueldneis is lik^ that of brown cryftal ; as 
is the cafe with molt of the rivers in Scotland, which receive their tinge from the bogs. 
The Tay has here a wooden bridge two hundred feet long, leading to a white feat on 
the fide of the oppofite hill, commanding a line view up and down Strath-Tay. The 
rich meadows beneath, the winding of the river, the beginning of Loch-Tay, the dif- 
charge of the river out of it, the neat village and church of Kinmore, form a molt plea- 
fine and magnificent pro'peel. 

The view from the temple of Venus is that of the lake, with a nearer fight ot the 
church and village, and the difeharge of the river. The lake is about one mile broad, 
and fifteen long, bounded on each fide by lofty mountains; makes three great bends, 
which add to its beauty. r Ihofe on the fouth are well planted, and finely cultivated 
high up ■ ioterfperfed with the habitations of the Highlanders, not fmgly, but in fmall 
groupes as if they loved fociety or clanlhip : they are very fmall, mean, and without 
windows orchimnies, and are the dilgrace of North Britain, as its lakes and nvers are 
its glory. Loch-Tay is in many places a hundred fathoms deep, and within as many 

yards of the fliore, fifty four. . . T , XT , 

Till of late, this lake was fuppofed to be as incapable ot freezing as Loch-Nefs, 
Loch-Earn, and Loch-Each j though Loch-R.annoch, and even Loch-Eine, an arm of 
the fea often does. But in March 1771, fo rigorous and uncommon was the cold, 
that about the twentieth of that month this vaft body of water was frozen over in one 
part from fide to fide, in the fpace of a Angle night; and fo ftrong was the ice, as 
greatly to damage a boat which was caught in it. 

Loch-Tay abounds with pike, perch, eels, falmon, char, and trout ; of the lalt, 
fome have been taken that weighed above thirty pounds. Of thefe fpecies, the High¬ 
landers abhor eels, and alfo lampreys, fancying, from the form, that they are too nearly 

The north'fide is leis wooded, but more cultivated. The vaft hill of Laurs, with beds 
of fnow on it, through great part of the year, rifes above the reft, and the ftiil loftier 
mountain of Benmor clofes the view far beyond the end of the lake.. All this country 
abounds with game, fuch as Grous, ptarmigans *, ftags, and a peculiar fpecies of hare, 
which is found only on the fummits of the higheft hills, and never mixes with the 
common kind, which is frequent enough in the vales t: is lefs than the common hare ; 
its limbs more flender; its fielh more delicate : is very agile, and full of frohek when 
kept tame ; is fond of honey and carraway comfits, and prognofticates a ftorm by eating 
its own dung: in a wild ft ate does not run an end* but fecks (heker under ftones as 
foon as poflible. Duringfummer its predominant colour is grey: about September it 
hetrins to affiime a fnowy whitenefs, the alteration of colour appearing about the neck 
and rump,' and becomes entirely white, except the edges and tips of the ears: m 


out rifing. It is not necellary to nave a aug iu iuiu mem, * i>cy i-uic *u 



* Br Zool. I. No. 95- t No. ai. 
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as to be fcarce diftmguifhable. During winter, their plumage, except a few feathers 
on the tail, are of a pure white, the colour of the fnow, in which they bury themfelves 
in heaps, as a protection from the rigorous air. 

Roy (ton crows, called here hooded crows, and in the Erfe, feannag, are very com¬ 
mon, and refide here the whole year. They breed in all forts of trees, not only in the 
Highlands, but even in the plains of Murray : lay fix eggs; have a thriller note than 
the common fort; are much more mifchievous ; pick out the eyes of lambs, and even 
of horles, when engaged in bogs; but for want of other food, will eat cranberries, and 
other mountain berries. 

Ring ouzels breed among the hills, and in autumn defcend in flocks to feed on the 
berries of the vvickett trees. 

Sea eagles breed in ruined towers, but quit the country in winter. The black eagles 
continue there the whole year. 

It is very difficult to leave the environs of this delightful place. Before I go within 
doors, muff recal to mind the fine winding walks on the loath fide of the hills, the 
great beech fixteen feet in girth, the picturefque birch with its long llreaming branches, 
the hermitage, the great cataracts adjacent, and the darkfome chafin beneath. I muff 
enjoy over again the view of the fine reach of the Tay, and its union with the broad 
water of the Lion: I mull ftep down to view the druidical circles of Hones ; and, lalfly, 
I muft vifit Tay-bridge, and, as far as my pen can contribute, extend the fame of our 
military countrymen, who, among other works worthy of the Romans, founded this 
bridge, and left its hiftory infcribed in thefe terms : 

Mirare 

Viam banc militarem 
Ultra Romanos termiuos 
M. pafiuum ccl, bac iliac 
Extenfam ; 

Tefqiiis et paludibus mfultantem 
Per monies rupefque patefaftam 
Et indignant! Tavo 
Ut cernis inftratam ; 

Opus hoc arduuni fua folertTi* 

Et decerniali militum opera* 

A ittr. Xn« 1733. Pofuit G. Wa&e 
Copiarum in Scotia Priefc&iis, 

Ecce quantum valeant 
Regis Geqrgu II* aufpicia, 

Taymoutft is a large houfe, a caftle modernized. The moft remarkable part of its 
furniture is the works of the famous Jamefon *, the Scotch Vandyck, an eleve of this 
family. That fmgular performance of his, the genealogical piOure, is in good pre- 
fervation. 1 he chief of the Argyle family is placed recumbent at the foot of a 
tree with a branch; on the right is a fingle head of his eldeft fon. Sir Duncan 
Campbell, laird of Lochou; but on the various ramifications, are the names of his 
defcendants, and along the body of the tree are nine final! heads, in oval frames, with 
the names on the margins, all done with great neatnefs : the fecond fon was the fir ft of 
the Louie of Bieadalbane* which branched from the other about four hundred years 


* S°n of a«architect Aberdeen j ftudied under Reubens, at Antwerp. Charles l. fat to him, and 
jrefented h.m with a diamond ring. He always drew himfrif with his hat on. His prices were sol 
*Scots, or '>■ !*• 4 d -E»ghlh, per head : was born in 1586 ; died at Edinburgh, 1644. F or a f urtlier ac ‘ 

count, confult Mr. Walpole’s Anecdote! of Fainting. . b *+ mmier ac- 

ago. 
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ago. In a corner is mfcribed, “ The Genalogie of the houfe of Glenorquhie quhairof 
is defcendit fundrie nobil and worthie houfes. Jamefon faciebat 1635.” I ts fize is eight 
feet by five. In the fame room are about twenty' heads of perfons of the family; 
among others, that of a lady, fo very ugly, that a wag, on feeing it, with lifted hands 
pronounced, that fiie was fearfully and wonderfully made. There are in the fame 
houfe, feveral heads by Jamefon, but many of them unfortunately fpoiled in the re¬ 
pairing. 

In the library is a finall book, called from the binding, the Black Book, with fome 
beautiful drawings in it, on vellum, of the Breadalbane family, in water colours. Ire 
the firft page is old Sir Duncan between two other figures, then follow feveral chiefs 
of the family, among whom is Sir Colin, Knight of Rhodes, who died 14S0, aged 80. 
At the end is a manufcript hiftory of the family, ending, I think, in 1633. 

July 30. Went to divine fervice at Kinmore * church, which, with the village, was- 
re-built, in the neateft manner by the prefent Lord Breadalbane : they Hand beautifully 
on a finall headland, projecting into the lake. His lordlhip permits the inhabitants to 
Jive rent-free, on condition they exercife fome trade, and keep their houfes clean : lo 
that, by thefe terms, he not only laves the expence of fending, on every trifling occa- 
lion, to Perth or Crief, but has got fome as good workmen, in common trades, as any 
in his Majefty’s dominions. 

The church is a remarkably neat plain building, with a very handfome tower fteeple. 
The congregation was numerous, decent, attentive, ftill; well and neatly clad, and not 
a ragged or floventy perfon among them. There were two fervices, one in Englifb, 
the other in Erfe. After the firft, numbers of people, of both fexes, went out of the 
church, and, feating themfelves in the church-yard, made, in their motley habits, a gay 
and piCfurefque appearance. The devotion or the common people of Scotland on the 
ufual days of worfhip, is as much to be admired, as their conduct at the facrament in 
certain places is to be cenfured. It is celebrated but once in a year -f, when there are 
fometimes three thoufand communicants, and as many idle fpe&ators. Of the firft, as- 
many as poffible crowd on each fide of a long table, and the elements fometimes are 
rudely Ihoven from one to another; and in certain places, before the day is at an end, 
fighting and other indecencies enfue. It has often been made a feafon for debauchery ; 
and to this day, Jack cannot always be perfuaded to eat his meat like a Chriftian t. 

Every Sunday a collection is made for the fick or necefiltous ; for poor’s rates are 
unknown in every parilh in Scotland. Notwithftanding the common people are but juft 
rouzed from their native indolence, very few beggars are feen in North Britain : either 
they are full matters of the leflbn of being content with a very little ; or, what is more 
probable, they are poffeffed of a fpirit that will ftruggle hard with neceflity before it will 
bend to the afking of alms. 

\ ifited a pretty ifland in Loch-Tay, tuffed with trees, and not far from the fliore.. 
On it are the ruins of a priory dependent on that at Scoune; founded in 1122, by 
Alexander the Firft; in which were depofited the remains of his Oueen Sybilla, natu¬ 
ral daughter to Henry I.: it was founded by Alexander in order for the prayers of the 
Monks for the repofe of his foul and that of his royal confort §. To this ifland the 
Campbells retreated, during the fucceffes of the Marquifs of Montrofe, where they de¬ 
fended themfelves agaiuft that hero, which was one caule of his violent relentinent 
againft the whole name. 


* Or the Great Head. N 

f ]■ orrneriy the facrament was admmJftcred but oncek two years. ± Tale of a Tuh 

§ As appears from a grant made by that monarch of the ifle ill Lodi-Tay, Ut pro ecchfia ibi pro w' et 
fro anmia ih dtjunU* fabrkdur, 
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July 31ft, Rode to Glen-Lion ; went by the fide of the river* that gives name to it. 
It has now loft its ancient title of Duie, or Black, given it on account of a great battle, 
between the Mackays and the Macgregors; after which, the conquerors are hid to have 
ftained the waters with red, by vvalhiog in it their bloody twords and fpears. On the 
right is a rocky hill, called Shi-hailen, or the Paps, Enter Glen-Lion through a ftrait 
pals: the vale is narrow, but fertile ; the banks of the river fteep, rocky, and wooded ; 
through which appears the rapid water of the Lion. On the north is a round fortrcfs, 
on the top of a hill : to which in old times, the natives retreated on any invafion. A 
little farther, on a plain, is a frnall Roman camp f, called by the Highlanders Fortingal, 
or the fort of the Strangers : themfelves they ltile Na fian, or defendants of Fingal. 
In Fortingal church-yard are the remains of a prodigious yew-tree, whofe ruins mea- 
fured fifty-fix feet and a half in circumference. 

Saw at the houfe of Colonel Campbell of Glen-Lion, a curious walking-ftaff* belong¬ 
ing to one of his anceftors : it was iron cafed in leather, five feet long; at the top a 
neat pair of extended wings, like a caduceus; but, on being fhaken, a poniard, two 
feet nine inches long, darted out. 

He alfo favoured me with the fight of a very ancient brotche, which the Highlands 
life, like the fibula of the Romans, to fallen their veil: it is made of filver, is round, 
with a bar crofs the middle, from whence are two tongues to fallen the folds of the 
garments: one fide is ftudded with pearl, or coarfe gems, in a very rude manner; on 
the other, the names of the three kings of Cologne, Cafpar, Melchior, Baltazar; with 
the word confummatim. It was probably a confecrated brotche, and worn not only for 
ufe, but as an amulet. Keyfier’s account of the virtues attributed to their names con¬ 
firms my opinion. He fays that they were written on flips of paper in this form, and 
worn as prefervatives again ft the falling-ficknefs: 

Gafparfert Myrrham, Thus Melchior, Balthazar, Aurum; 

Solvitur a morbo Chrifti pietate caduco. 

Return South, and come at once in fight of Loch-Tay. The day very fine and calm, 
the whole fctne was nioft beautifully repeated in the water. I mull not omit that on 
the north fide of this lake is a moll excellent road, which runs the whole length of it, 
leading to Tiendrum and Inverary, in Argylefhire, and is the route which travellers 
mufl take, who make what I call the petit tour J of Scotland. This whole road was 
made at the foie expence of the prefent Lord Breadalbane; who, to facilitate the tra - 
veiling, alfo erected thirty-two ftone bridges over the torrents that rufh from the 
mountains into the lake. They will find the w hole country excell in roads, partly mili¬ 
tary, partly done by ftatute labour, and much by the munificence of the great men. 

I was informed, that Lord Breadalbane’s eftate was fo extenfive that he could ride a 
hundred miles an end on it, even as far as the Well Sea, where he has alfo fome iflands. 
Thefe great properties are divided into diftricts, called Officiaries: a ground officer pre¬ 
sides over each, and has thi;ee, four, or five hundred men under his care. He fuper- 
inti-nds the duties due from each to their Lord, filch as fetching pear, bringing coal 
from Crief, &c. which they do, at their own expence, on hories backs, travelling in 

* This river freezes ; but the Tay, which receives, never does. 

^ It polTibly might have been made during the expedition of Severus, who penetrated to the extremity 
of this ifland. It was the mo ft northern work of the Romans of which I had any intelligence. 

± Which comprehends-the route I have deferibed ; adding to it, from Taymouth, along the road on 
the fide of the lake, to Killin, 6 miles ; from thence to Tiendrum, 10 ; Glenorchie, 12 ; Inveraray. ' 6 • 
Luis, on the banks of Loch-Lomond, o i Dumbarton, 12; Glafgow, 15 ; Sterling, ; Edinburgh bv 
Uopetoun Houfe, 35 ; a trait unparalleled, for the variety and frequency of fine and magnificent fcentry. 
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firings, the tail bf one horfe being fattened by a cord, which reaches to the head of the 
next: the horfes are little, and generally white or grey; and as the farms are very 
fmall, it is common for four to keep a plough between them, each furnifhing a horfe, 
ami this called a horfe-gang. 

The north fide of Loch-Tay is very populous ; for in fixteen fquare miles are feven- 
teen hundred and eighty fix fouls: on the other fide, above twelve hundred. The 
country, within thefe thirty years, manufactures a great deal of thread. They l'pin with 
rocks *, which they do while they attend their cattle on the hills; and, at the four 
fairs in the year, held at Kinmore, above fixteen hundred pounds worth of yarn is fold 
out of Breadalbane only : which fhewS the increafe of induftry in thefe parts, for lefs 
than forty years ago there was not the lead trade in this article. The yarn is bought 
by perfons who attend the fairs for that purpofe, and fell it again at Perth, Glafgow,, 
and other places, where it is manufactured into doth. 

Much of this may be owing to the good fenfe and humanity of the chieftan; but 
much again is owing to the abolition of the feudal tenures, or vaffalage j for before 
that was eft'eCted, (which was done by the influence of a chancellor f, whofe memory 
Scotland gratefully adores for that fervice) the ftrong oppreffed the weak, the rich the 
poor. Courts indeed were held, and juries called; but juries of vaffais, too dependent 
and too timid to be relied on for the execution of true juftice. 

Auguft i. Leave Tavmouth; ford the lion, and ride above it through fome woods. 
On the left burlls out a fine cafcade, in a deep hollow, covered with trees: at a fmall 
diffanceto the welt isCaftle Garth j or, more properly, Garbh, i. e. The rough place, 
a fmall caff I e leated like Cattle Campbell, between two deep glens. Keep afcending a 
fteep hill, but the corn country continues for a while: the fcene then changes for a 
wild, black, and mountainous heath. Defcend into Rannoch, a meadowy plain, toler¬ 
ably fertile : the lake of the fame name extends from eaft to weft; is about eleven miles 
long, and one broad the northern bank, appears very barren : part of the fouthern 
finely covered with a foreft of pine and birch, the fir ft natural woods I had feen of pines j 
rode a good way in it, but obferved no trees of any fize, except a birch fixteen feet in 
circumference: the ground beneath the trees is covered with heath bilberries, and 
dwarf arbutus, whofe gloily leaves make a pretty appearance. This place gives fhelter 
to black game, and Roes. Thefe animals are found from the banks of Loch-Lomond, 
as far north as the entrance into Caithnefs: in fummer their hair is Ihort, finooth, glofljv 
and red ; at approach of winter grows long and hoary, and proves an excellent defence 
againft the rigour of the High’and air. The weight of a full grown roe is 6olb. The 
horns of the fecond year are ftrait, flend.er, and without any branch: in the third be¬ 
come bifurcated : in the fourth, trifurcated, and grow more fcabrous and (tronger, in 
proportion to their longevity. They feed during fummer on grafs, and are remarkably 
fond of the Rubus Saxatilis, called in th j Highlands, on that account, the Roebuck. 
Berry. When the ground is covered with fnow, they browse on the extreme branches 
of the pine and juniper. They bring two young at a time: the fawns elegantly fpotted 
with white. It is extremely difficult to rear them; commonly eight out of ten dying in 
the attempt. The flefh of the Roe is by fome ccounted a delicacy: to me it feeraed 
very dry. They keep in final 1 families of five or fix, 

among them Annually a great number of fpinning wheels, which will foon caufe the 
libit?!" 1 ° f Hardwick ’ wh ° raay be tru,y faid t0 Uavp £ t>cn t0 the North Briton, their great charter of 
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Near thefe woods is a faw-mill, which is rented from the Government: and the te¬ 
nant is obliged to work 150 tons of timber annually, paying-eighteen (hillings and ftx- 
pence per ton. 1 lie deal, which is the red fort, is fold in plank to different parts of 
the country, carried on horles backs, for the trees are now grown fo fcarce as not to 
admit of exportation *. 

I he lake affords no other filh than trouts, {mail chars, and bull trouts: thelaft, as 
I was informed, are fometimes taken of the length of four feet and a half. Many water 
fowl breed in the birns or little {creams that trickle into the lake ; among others, dif¬ 
ferent forts of grebes and divers: I was told of one which the inhabitants call Far- 
bhuachaille, or the Herd-man’s Watch-man, that makes a great noife before (forms, 
and by their defcription find it to be the northern diver. Br. Zool. 4th Ed. Vol. II. 
No. 237. No rats have hitherto been obferved in this country'. 

This country was once the property of Robertfon of Struan, and was granted to an 
anceftor of his, as a reward for taking Robert Graham, the ruffian who murdered 
James I. It was then valued at a hundred marks. He was likewife permitted to bear 
in his coat of arms a Graham bound in chains, A defceiidant of his, ftyled Mac- 
Robert, was the molt potent plunderer of his days, and, at the head of eight hundred 
men, for a long time ravaged Athol and the adjoining countries, in the beginning of the 
reign of James V. but at length was furprized and flam f. The late Struan feemed to 
inherit his turbulent difpofition. He had been in the rebellion of 1715 ; had hiseftate 
reflored, but in 1745 rebelling a fecond time, the country was burnt, and the eft ate 
annexed to the crown. He returned a few years after, and died as he lived, am oft- 
abandoned fot; notwithftanding which, he had a genius for poetry, and left behind him 
a volume of elegies and other pieces, in fome of which he elegantly laments the rav¬ 
ages of war among his vaffals, and the lofs of his favorite feenes, and in particular his 
fountain Argentine. 

The country is perfectly highland; and in fpite of the intercourfe this and the 
neighbouring parts have of late years had with the reft of the world, it ftill retains fome 
of its ancient cuftoms and fuperftitions : they decline daily, but left their memory 
Ihould be loft, 1 fhall mention feveral that are ftill praclifed, or but very lately difufed 
in the traft I had paffed over. Such a record will have this advantage, when the 
follies are extinct, in teaching the unfhackled and enlightened mind the difference be¬ 
tween the pure ceremonies of religion, and the wild and anile flights of fuperftition. 

The belief in fpectres ftill exifts; of vvhich I had a remarkable proof while I was in 
the county of Breadalbane. A poor vifionary, who had been working in his cabbage 
garden, imagined that he was raifed fuddenly into the air, and conveyed, over a wall 
into an adjacent corn field f ; that he found himfelf fur rounded by a crowd of men and 
women, many of whom he knew to have been dead fome years, and who appeared to 
him Ikimming over the tops of the unbended corn, and mingling together like bees 
going to hive: that they fpoke an unknown language, and with a hollow found: that 
they very roughly pufhed him to and fro ; but on his uttering the name of God, all 
•vanifhed but a female l'prite, who feizing him by the fhoulder, obliged him to promife 
’ uffignation, at that very hour, that day fevennight: that he then found that his hair 
was all tied in double knots, and that he had almolt loft the ufe of his fpeech; that 
he kept his word with the fpeftre, whom he foon faw come floating through the 

* Some Pot Afh is alfo made of the Birch wood. f Buchanan, lib xiii. c. 47. 

J Thefe tales of fpeftral tranfportations are far from being new; Mr. Aubrey, in bis Mifcdknies, p, i;, 
gives tivo ridiculous relations of aimed, flmtlar faifts, one in Devon (hire, the other in the Shire of Murray. 
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air towards him: that he fpoke to her, but fhetold him at that time M was m too much 
hafte to attend to him, hot bid him go away, and no harm fhould be.all hite; ami fc 
the affair retted when I left the country. But it is incredible the mifchief thefe ^grt 
Somuia did in the neighbourhood : the friends and relations of the deceafed, whom the 
old Dreamer had named, were in the utmoft anxiety at finding them in fuch bad com¬ 
pany, in the other world: the almoft extinft belief of the old idle tales began again to 
gain ground, and the good mini tier will have many a weary difcourfe and exhortation 
before he can eradicate the abfurd ideas this idle ftory has revived. 

In this part of the country the notion of witchcraft is quite loft: it was obferved to 
ceafe almoft immediately on the repeal of the witch aft * ; a proof what a dangerous 
inftniment it was in the hands of the vindictive, or of the credulous. 

Among the fuperftitious cuftoms thefe are the mod fingular. A Highlander never 
begins any thing of confequence on the day of the week on which the third of May falls, 
which he ftyles La Sheachanna na bleanagh, or thedifmal day. 

On the lit of May, the herdfinen of every village hold their Bel-tien f, a rural fa ori¬ 
fice. They cut a fquare trench on the ground, leaving the turf in the middle ; on that 
they make a fire of wood, on which they drefs a large caudle of -eggs, butter, oatmeal 
and milk; and bring befides the ingredients of the caudle, plenty of beer and whilky; 
for each of the company muft contribute fomething. The rites begin with fpilling 
i'ome of the caudle on the ground, by way of libation: on that every one takes a cake 
of oatmeal, upon which are raifed nine fquare knobs, each dedicated to fome particular 
being, the fuppofed preferver of their flocks and herds, or to feme particular animal, 
the real deftroyer of them: each perfon then turns his face to the fire, breaks off a 
knob, and flinging it over his Ihoulders, fays, “ This 1 give to thee, preferve thou my 
horfes; this to thee, preferve thou my flieep; and fo on.” After that, they.ufe the 
fame ceremony to the noxious animals; “ This I give to thee, O fox 1 fpare thou my 
lambs; this to thee, O hooded crow ! this to thee, O eagle!” 

When the ceremony is over, they dine on the caudle ; and after thefeaft is finifhed, 
what is left is hid by two perfons deputed for that purpofe $, but on the next Sunday 
they re-affemble, and finifh thereliques of the firft entertainment J. 

On the death of a Highlander, the corpfe being ftretched on a board, and covered 
withacoarfe linen wrapper, the friends lay on the breaft of the (Jeceafed a wooden 
platter, containing a fmall quantity of fait and earth, feparate and uninixed; the earth, 
an emblem of the corruptible body ; the fait, an emblem of the immortal fpirit. All 
fire is extinguifhed where a corpfe is kept; and it is reckoned fo ominous for a dog or 
cat to pafs over it, that the poor animal is killed without mercy. 

The late-wake is a ceremony uled at funerals. The evening after the death of any 
perfon, the relations and friends of the deceafed meet at the houfe, attended by bagpipe 

* Which ivas not till the year 1736. 

t My account of this, and every other ceremony mentioned in this journal, was communicated to me bv 
a gentleman refident on the fpot where they were performed. 1 

t A cuftom favouring of the Scotch Bel tien, prevales in Gloucefterfhlre, particularly about Newent 
and the neighbouring panfhes, on the twelfth day, or on the Epiphany, in the evening. AH the fervanu 
of every particular farmer aflemble together in one of the fields that has been fotvn with wheat • on the 
border of which in the moft coofp.cuouaor molt elevated place, they make twelve fires of ftraw in a row * 
around one of which, made larger thanjthe reft, they drink a cheerful glafs of cyder to their roaftcr'a health* 
fucceft to the future barveft, and then returning home, they feafl on cakes made of carraways &c foaked’ 
in cyder, which they claim as a reward for their pall labours in fowine- the o-nin Ti,; n <J' , ' r n 

a cullom of the ancient Danes, who in their a<MrdL< to their denies, emphh^^a "ever^iiwlKulon ircap*!. 
honour of the,. Norii et Frejx taemoria pocufo rceolebatur, annua ut iplis contingerent feK 
frogim qu: ^ armona& ubmimus proventusa Worm. Monum. Dan. lib. j. p, 18, 6 1 
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Or fiddle; the neared of kin, be it wife, fon, or daughter, opens a melancholy ball, 
dancing and greeting, i. e. crying, violently at the fame time; and this continues till day¬ 
light, but with fuch gambols and frolics among the younger part of the company, that 
the lofs which occafioned them is often more than fupplied by the confequences of that 
night *. If the corpfe remains unburied for two nights, the fame rites are renewed. 
Thus, Scythian-like, they rejoice at the deliverance of their friends out of this life of 
inifery. 

This cudom is an ancient Englifli one, perhaps a Saxon. Chaucer mentions it in his 
Knight’s Tale. 

Ne how the liche-wake was yhold 
All thilke nighr. 

It was not alone in Scotland that thefe watchings degenerated into excefs, Such in¬ 
decencies we find long ago forbidden by the church. In vigil:is circa corpora mortuorum- 
vetantur chorea et cantilena ■, feculares ludi et alii turpes & fatm f 

The coranich, or finging at funerals, is dill in ufe in fome places : the fongs are ge¬ 
nerally in praife of the deceafed, or a recital of the valiant deeds of him or his anceftors. 
I had not the fortune to be prefent at any in North Britain, but formerly affided at one 
in the fouth of Ireland, where it was performed in the fultnefs of horror. The cries 
are called by the Iri'h the 'ulogohne and hullulu, two words extremely expreffive of the 
found uttered on thefe occafions, and being of Celtic dock, etymologids would fwear to 
be the origin of the t>\a\vym of the Greeks, and ululatus of the Latins. Virgil is very 
fond of ufing the lad, whenever any of his females are didrefled ; as are others of the 
Roman poets, and generally on occafions fimilar to this. 

It was my fortune to arrive at a certain town in Kerry, at the time that a perfon of forae 
didindtion departed this life : my curiofity led me to the houfe, where the funeral 
feemed conduced in the pured claflical form. 

Quodcunque afpicerem luclus gemltufque fouabant* 

Formaque non tacit! funcrh inlus-erst. 

In fliort, the conclamatio was fet up by the friends in the fame manner as Vireil defrril™ 
that confequential of Dido’s death. 

Lament is gemiuique et facmineo uluktu 

Tedta frcniiJDl. 

Immediately after this followed another ceremony, fully defcribed by Camden in his 
account of the manners of the ancient Iriffi ; the earned expodulations and reproaches 
given to the deceafed for quitting this world, where die enjoyed fo many bleflines fo 
good a hufband, fuch fine children. This cudom is alfo of great antiquity for Eurva- 
lus’s mother makes the fame pathetic addrefs to her dead fon. ; 3 ' 

Tune ilia fenedae 

Sera mere requiea ? potuifti rdinquere folam 
Cruder? 


But when the time approached for carrying out the corpfe, the cry was redoubled, 

Tremulis ululatibus sethera complent; 

* Tin* cudom derived from their Northern anceftors. Longe fecurius moriendnm eifc a.hitnmtnr 
quam vivendum; puerpma luctu, funcraque feft.vo cantu, ot in pluriumm concelebrantes nl ’ 
Magnus, hi 6. wijus 

t Synod. Wigorn. Au. 1*40. c. as quoted in Mr. Tyrwliit’s Chaucer, IV. 234. 
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a numerous band of females waiting in the outer court to attend the hearfe, and to pay 
fin chorus) the taft tribute of their voices. The habit of this farrowing tram, and the 
negled of their perfous, were admirably fuited to the occafion : their robes were black 
and flowing refembliiig the ancient Palls. \ their feet rmkcdj then hair long £ind difne- 
veiled; 1 might truly fay, 

Vidi cgomit nigra fuccin&am vadere palla 
Canidiam; pcdibus midis, palfoquecapillo, 

Cum Sagana majore ululantem. 

Among thefe mourners were difperfed the females who fung the praifes of the deceafed* 
> and were in the place of the viulicrps pv{ eJiclk of the Romans, and like them, a mercenary 
tribe. I could not but obferve that they over-did their parts, as Horace acquaints us 
the hireling mourners of his days did. 

Ut qui condudti pf Grant in fun ere, d fount 
Et iaciunt prope piura dokntibus ex ammo* 

The corpfe was carried fiowly along the verge of a moft beautiful lake, the ululatus was 
continued, and the whole proceffion ended among the venerable ruins of an old abbey* 
But to return to North Britain. 

Midwives give new-born babes a fmall fpoonful of earth and whifky, as the fir ft food 
they tafte. 

Before women bake their bannocks, or oatmeal cakes, they form a crofs on. the la ft 
they make. 

I he notion of fecond-fight {till prevails in a few places: as does the belief of fairies ; 
and children are watched till the chriftening is over, left they fhould be ftole, or 
changed. 

Elf-fhots, i. e. the ftone arrow-heads of the old inhabitants of this ifland, are fuppofed 
to be weapons fhot by fairies at cattle, to which are attributed any diforders they have : 
In order to effeft a -cure, the cow is to be touched by an elf-lhot, or made to drink 
the water in which one has been dipped. The fame virtue is faid to be found in the 
cryflalgems *, and in the adder-ftone, our gleinnaidr; and it is alfo believed that 
good fortune mull attend the owner; fo, for that reafon, the firft is called Clach 
Bhuai, or the powerful ftone. Captain Archibald Campbell fliewed me one, a fpheroid 
fet in filver, for the ufe of which, people came above a hundred miles, and brought the 
water it was to be dipt in with them j for without that, in human cafes, it was believed 
to have no efieft. 

Thefe have been fuppofed to be magical ftones or gems ufed by the Druids, to be 
infpefted by a chafte boy, who was to fee in them an apparition informing him of future 
events. This impofture, as we are told by Dr. Woodward, was revived in the laft century 
by the famous Doftor Dee, who called it his (hew ftone and holy ftone, and pretended, 
by its means, to foretell events. I find in Montfaucon f, that it was cuftomary in early 
times to depofite balls of this kind in urns or fepulchres: thus twenty were found at 
Rome in an alabaftrine urn: and one was difcovered in 1653, in the toinb of Childeric 
at Tournai; he was King of France, and died A. D. 480. 

Auguft 2d, left Carrie, the ho ufe of Mr. Campbell, faftor for the Struan eftate, 
where I had a very hofpitable reception the preceding night. Went due eaft ; puffed 
over a bridge crofs the Tumel, which difcharges itfelf out of Loch-Rannoch. Not far 

• Woodward’s Method of Foflils, p. ^o. See alfo Mr. Aubrey’s Mifccllanics, p. 118. 

■f Les Motmmene de la Monarchic Francoife, 
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off were fome neat finall houfes, inhabited by veteran foldiers, who were fettled here 
after the peace qf 1748 ; had land, and three pounds in money given, and nine pounds 
lent to begin the world with. In fome few places this plan fucceeded; but in general 
was fru ft rated by the diffipation of thefe new colonifts, who could by no means relilb 
an induftrious life ; but as foon as the money was fpent, which feldom lafted long, left 
their tenements to be poffeffed by the next comer. 

Saw next a ftamping-mill, calculated to reduce lime-ftone to a fine powder, in order 
to fave the expence of burning, for manure. The Hampers beat it into finall pieces in a 
trough, which a flream of water paffed through, carrying off the finer parts into a 
proper receptacle, the grofs ones being flopped by a grate. I did not find that this 
projeft anfwered ; but was told, that the benefit the land was to receive from it, would 
not appear till the third year. 

On going up a fteep hill, have a fine view of the lake. Where the mountains al- 
molt clofe, is Mount Alexander, where Struan once refided, and which he called his 
hermitage; it is a mod romantic fituation, prettily wooded, impending over a fine 
bafin, formed by the Tumel, in a deep hollow beneath. At the bottom of this hill is 
Argentine, a little fountain ; to which he gave that name from the filvery micae it flings 
up: near this arefeveral rude but beautiful walks amidfl the rocks and trees, among 
which, in clefts and chafms, I was fhewn the hard bed of the poor poet, when his dif- 
loyalty had made it penal for him to fhew his head. Near this the rocks almoft meet, 
and the river rufhes with vaft violence between. Some outlawed M'Gregors were once 
furprized on the precipice, and all killed; one, who made a defperate leap upon a ft one 
in the middle of the water, and another to the oppofite fide, had the hard fate to be 
fhot in climbling the rocky fleeps. 

A mile lower are tire falls of the Tumel: I have feen higher; but except that of the 
Rhine, never fawone with more water. 

Afcend a very fteep and high hill, through a great birch wood; a mod picturefque 
fcene, from the pendant form of the boughs waving with the wind from the bottom to 
the utmoft fummits of the mountain. On attaining the top, had a view of the beauti¬ 
ful little Straith, fertile and prettily wooded, with the river in the middle, forming num¬ 
bers of quick meanders, thenfuddenly fwelling into a lake, that fills the vale from fide 
to fide j is about three miles long, and retains the name of the river. After riding 
along a black moor, in fight of vaft mountains, arrive at 

Blair *, or Athol Houfe, feated on an eminence above a plain, watered by the Gary, 
an outrageous ftream, whofe ravages have greatly deformed the valley, by the vaft beds 
of gravel which it has left behind. The houfe was once fortified, and held a fiege 
againft the rebels in 1746; but at prefent is much reduced in height, and the infide 
highly finifhed by the noble owner. The molt Angular piece of furniture is a cheft of 
drawers made of broom, molt elegantly ftriped in veins of white and brown. This 
plant grows to a great fize in Scotland, and furniflies pieces of the breadth of fix 
inches. 

Near the houfe is a fine walk, furrounding a very deep glen finely wooded, but in 
dry weather deficient in water at the bottom; but on the fide of the walk on the rock 
is a fmall cryftalline fountain, inhabited at' that time by a pair of Naiads, in form of 
golden fifli. in a fpruce fir was a hang-neft of fome unknown bird, fufpended at the 
Four corners to the boughs ; it was open at top, an inch and a half in diameter, and two 
deep; *he fides and bottom thick, the materials mofs, worfted, and birch bark, lined with 


* Or a level clear fpot of ground, a fit place for an engagement. 
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hair and feathers. The ftreams afford the parr, a fiaall fpecies of trout, feldom ex¬ 
ceeding eight inches in length, marked on the tides with nine large bluifh fpots, and 
on the lateral line with fraall red ones 

No traveller fhould omit vifiting Yorke Cafcade, a magnificent cataract, amidft 
mod fuitable fcenery, about a mile diftant from the houfe. 

This country is very mountainous, has no natural woods, except of birch j but the 
vaft plantations that begin to cloath the hills will amply fupply thefe defects. There is 
a great quantity of oats raifed in this neighbourhood, and numbers of black cattle reared, 
the refources of the exhaufted parts of South Britain. 

Vifit the pafs of Killicrankie, about five miles fouth of Blair : near the northern en¬ 
trance was fought the battle between the Vifcount Dundee and General Mackay, in 
which the firft was killed in the moment of victory. The pafs is extremely narrow 
between high mountains, with the Gary running beneath in a deep, darkfome, a.ld 
rocky channel, over-hung with trees, forming a fcene of horrible grandeur. The road 
through this ftrait is very fine, formed by the foldiery lent by the government, who 
have fixpence per day from the country, befides their pay. About a mile beyond the 
pafs, Mr. Robertfon’s, of Fafkally, appears like fairy ground, amidft thefe wild rocks, 
feated in a moft beautiful meadow, watered by the river Tumel, furrounded with pretty 
hills, finely wooded. 

The Duke of Athol’s eftate is very extenfive, and the country populous: while 
vatfalage exifted, the chieftain could raife two or three thoufand fighting men, and leave 
fufficient at home to take care of the ground. The forefts, or rather chafes, (for they 
are quite naked) are very extenfive, and feed vaft numbers' of flags, which range 
at certain times of the year, in herds of five hundred- Some grow to a great fize : 
I have heard of one that weighed eighteen ftone, Scots, or three hundred and fourteen 
pounds, exclufive of head, entrails, and fkin. The hunting of thefe animals was for¬ 
merly after the manner of an eaftern monarch. Thoufands of vaffals furrounded a 
great trad of country, and drove the deer to the fpot where the chieftains were fta- 
tioned, who {hot them at their leifure. The magnificent hunt, made by an Earl of 
Athol, near this place, for the amuferaent of James V. and the Queen-mother, is too 
remarkable to be omitted; the relation is therefore given as deferibed by Sir David 
Lindfay of the Mount f, who, in all probability, affifted at it. 

“ The Earl of Athole, hearing of the King's coming, made great provifion for him 
in ail things pertaining to a prince, that he was as well'ferved and eafed, with all things 
neceflary to his eftate, as he had been in his own palace of Edinburgh. For I heard 
fay, this noble Earl gart make a curious palace to the King, to his Mother, and to the 
Embafiador, where they were fo honourably eafed and lodged as they had been in 
England, France, Italy, or Spain, concerning the time and equivalent, for their hunting 
and paftnne ; which was budded in the midft of a fair meadow, a fair palace of green 
timber, wind with green birks, that were green both under and above, which was fa- 
fhioned in four quarters, and in every quarter and nuik thereof a great round as it 
had been a block-houfe, which was lofted and gefted the fpace of three houfe height - 
the floors laid with green fcarcts, fpreats, medwarts and flowers, that no man knew 
whereon he zeid, but as he had been in a garden. Further, there were two great rounds 
m ilk fide of the gate, and a great portculleis of tree, falling down with the manner of 
a Wee, with a draw-bridge and a great ftank of water of fixteen foot deep, and 
iinrty foot of breadth. And alfo this palace within was hung with fine tapeftry and 
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arrafles of filk, and lighted with fine glafs windows in all airths; that this palace was 
as pleafantly decored, with all neceffaries pertaining to a prince, as it had been his own 
palace-royal at home. Further, this Earl gart make fudi provilion for the King, and 
his Mother, and the Embafiador, that they had all manner of meats, drinks, anti deli- 
cates that were to begotten, at that time, in all Scotland, either in burgh or land; that 
is to fay, all kind of drink, as ale, beer, wine, both white and claret, malvery, mulkadel, 
hippocras, aquavitae. Further, there was of meats, wheat-bread, main-bread and ginge- 
bread ; with fleflies, beef, mutton, lamb, veal, venifon, goofe, grice, capon, coney, 
cran, fwan, partridge, plover, duck, drake, brifiel cock and pawries, black-cock, 
and muir-fowl, cappercaillies : and alio the flanks, that were round about the palace, 
were full of all delicate fifhes, as falmonds, trouts, pearches, pikes, eels, and all other 
kind of delicate filhes, that could be gotten in frefh waters; and all ready for the banket. 
Syne w r ere there proper ftewards, cunning baxters, excellent cooks and potingars, 
with confections and drugs for their deferts; and the halls and chambers were pre¬ 
pared with coflly bedding, veflel and napery, according for. a king, fo that he wanted 
none of his orders more than he had been at home in his own palace. The King re¬ 
mained in this wild&nefs, at the hunting, the fpace of three days and three nights, and 
his company, as l have fliewn. I heard men fay, it coil the Earl of Athole, every day, 
in expences, a thoufand pounds.” 

But hunting meetings, among the great men, were often the preludes to rebellion; 
for under that pretence they collected great bodies of men without fufpicion, which at 
length occafioned an aft of parliament prohibiting fuch dangerous aflemblies, 

Aug. 3: Set out for the county of Aberdeen ; ride eallward over a hill into Glen- 
Tilt, famous in old times for producing the moil hardy warriors, is a narrow glen, 
feveral miles in length, bounded on each fide by mountains of an amazing height; on 
the fouth is the great hill of Ben y glo, whole bafe is thirty.five miles in circumference, 
and whofe furamit towers far above the others. The fides of many of thefe mountains 
are covered with fine verdure, and are excellent flieep-walks: but entirely woodlefs. 
The road is the'molt dangerous and the moll horrible 1 ever travelled : a narrow path, 
fo rugged, that our horfes often were obliged to crofs their legs, in order to pick a 
fecure place for their feet; while, at a confiderable and precipitous depth beneath 
roared a black torrent, rolling through a bed of rock, folid in every part, but where 
the Tilt had worn its antient way. Salmon force their paflage even as high as this 
dreary ft ream, in fpite of the diitance from the fea, and the difficulties they have to 
encounter. 

Afcend a ileep hill, and find ourfelves on an arrie, or traft of mountain, which the 
families of one or two hamlets retire to with their flocks for pafture in fummer. Here 
we refreihed ourfelves with fome goats’ whey, at a Sheelin, or Bothay, a cottage made 
of turf, the dairy-houfe, where the Highland lliepherds, or graziers, live with their herds 
and flocks, and during the fine feafon make butter and cheel'e. Their whole furniture 
-confifts of a few horn-fpoons, their milking utenfils, a couch formed of fods to lie on 
and a rug to cover them. Thar food oat-cakes, butter or cheefe, and often the col 
agulated blood of their cattle fpread on their bannocs. Their drink milk, whey, and 
fometimes, by way of indulgence, whiiky. Such dairy-houfes are common to moffi 
mountainous countries; thole in Wales are called Iiafodtai, or fummer-houfes • thofe 
on the Swifs Alps, Sennes, 

Dined on the fide of Loch-1 ilt, a fmall piece of water, fwarming with trouts 
Continued our journey over a wild, black, moory, melancholy traft. Reached Brae- 
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mar * *, the country almoft inflantly changed, and in lieu of dreary waftes, a iich vale, 
plenteous in com and grafs, fuccceded. Crofs the Dee near its head, which, nom an 
inf;o-nificant dream, in the courfe of a very few miles, increafes to the fize ot a great 
river from the influx of numbers of other waters; and is remarkable for continuing 
near fifty miles of its courfe, from Invercauld to within fix miles of Aberdeen, without 
any fenfiUle augmentation. "I he rocks of Brae-mar, on the eafb, are exceedingly ro¬ 
mantic, finely wooded with pine. The cliffs are very lofty, and their front molt 
ruoged and broken, with vaft pines growing out of their fiflures. 

On the north fide of the river lies Dalmore, dittinguiflied by the finefi natural pines 
in Europe, both in refpeft to the fize of thetrees, and the quality of the timber. Single 
trees have been fold out of it for fix guineas: they were from eighty to ninety feet high, 
without a lateral branch, and four feet and a half In diameter at the lower end. The 
wood is very refinous, of a dark red colour, and very weighty. It is preferable to 
any brought from Norway, and being fawn into plank on the fpot, brings annually to 
the proprietor a large revenue. On the opposite fide of the river is the eftate of In- 
verey, noted alfo for its pines, but of a fize inferior to thofe of Dalmore. When the 
river is fwelled with rains, great floats of timber from both thefe eflates, are lent down 
into the Low Countries. 

This trad, abounding with game, Was, in old times, the annual refort of numbers of 
nobility, who affembied here to pafs a month or two in the amusements of the chace. 
Their huntings refenibled campaigns ^ they lived in temporary cottages, called Lon- 
quhards, were all dreffed in an uniform habit conformable to that of the country, and 
paffed their time with jollity and good cheer, mo ft admirably defcribed by John Taylor, 
the water poet, who, in 1618, made there his Pennileffe Pilgrimage, and deferibes, in 
page 135, the rural luxury with all the glee of a Sancho Parana. 

* c I thank my good Lord Erlkin,” (fays the poet) hee commanded that l 
fhould alwayes bee lodged in his lodging, the kitchen being alwayes on the fide of a 
banke, many kettles and pots boyling, and many fpits turning and winding, with 
great variety of cheere; as venifon bakM, fodden, roft and fttPde beefe, mutton^ 
goates, kid, hares, freffi falmon, pidgeoiis, hens, capons, chickens, partridge, moore- 
coots, heath-cocks, caperkellies, and termagants : good- ale,. facke, white and claret, 
tent or (Allegant) and mod potent aquavitae 

« A IT 

* Brae figmfies a fteep Face oFany hill. 

f The French* during the reign of Charles IX. feemed not only* to have made Full as large facrifleea 
to Diana and Bacchus, but even thought their entertainment incomplete without the prefence of Vernas. 
Jacques do Fouilloux, a celebrated writer on hunting of that age, with much ferioufnefs deferibes ill 
the requifites For the chace, and thus places and equips the jovial crew : (f I/Afiemblee k doit faire cn 
quelque beau lieu fmibs des arbres aupres d’une Fontaine ou RuffTeau, la on lee veneurs fe dement tom 
rcndie pour fabe leur rapport. Ce pendant le Sommelier doit venir avec trois bans chevaux chargez d* 
iTiftrumens pour arroiifer le gofier, cmnme coutrets, barraux, barils, flacons et bouteilles: kfqudles 
doinent eftre pleines de bon vin d 1 Arbois, de Beaume, deChaloce et de Graue ; luy eltant defeendu du 
clicval, les metra refiraifchir en Fean, nu bienstea pourra faire refroidir avec duCanfre; apres il eilrauda 
la nappe fur la verdure. Ce fait, le cuifinier den viendra charge de plufieurs boas harnois de gueuie, 
eommejambons, Ungues de boeuf fumees, groins, oreilks de ppttrceau, cervefats, eFdimees, pieces de boeufde 
Saifon, carbonnadcs, jambons de May cnee, pattez, bnges de veau froides, couvertes de poudre blanche^ 
et autres menus fuffrages pur remph'r le boudin ltquel il metra fur la nappe. 

* l Lorsle Roy ou le Seigneur avee ceux de fa Cubic ellrendront leurs manEeaux fur Pherbe, et fe coiich- 
eront de code deffug, beauuans, mangeans, rians et faifans grand chere /’ and that nothing might be 
wanting to render the entertainment of fitch a fet of merry men complete* honeft Jacques adds 7 1C et tfil y 
a quelque femme de reputation en ce pays qui faJR plaifir aux compagnons, die doit etre allcguec, et fea 
paffages et remuemens de fdfes, attendant k rapport a venir/ 1 

But 
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ce All thefe, and more than thefe, we had had continually, in fuperfluous abun¬ 
dance, caught by faulconers, fowlers, fifliers, and brought by my Lord*s (Mar) 
tenants and purveyors, to victual our campe, which confided of fourteen or fifteen 
hundred men and horfes* The manner of the hunting is this : five or fi& hundred men 
doe rife early in the morning, and they doe difperfe them felves divers wayes, and 
feven, eight, or ten miles compare, they doe bring or chacein the deer in many hoards 
(two, three, or four hundred in a heard) to fiich or fuch a place, as the noblemen 
ihall appoint them ; then when day is come, the lords and gentlemen of their compa¬ 
nies doe ride or goe to the faid places, fometimes wading up to the middles through 
bournes and rivers ; and then they being come to the place, doe lie down on the 
ground till thofe forefakl fcouts, which are called the Tinckheil, doe bring down the 
deer; but, as the proverb fays of a bad cooke, fo thefe Tinckheil men doe lick their 
own fingers; for, bcfides their bowes and arrows which they carry with them, wee 
can heare now and then a harguebule, or a mufquet, goe off, which doe feldom dif- 
eharge in vaine; then after we had flayed three houres, or thereabouts, we might per¬ 
ceive the deer appeare on the hills round about us, (their heads making a Ihew like a 
wood) which being followed clofe by the Tinckheil, are chafed down the valley where 
we lay; then all the valley on each fide being way-laid with a hundred couple of 
llrong Irifh greyhounds, they are let loole, as occafion ferves, upon the heard of 
deere, that with dogs, gunnes, arrows, durkes and daggers, in the fpacc of two 
houres, fourfcore fat deere were flaine, which after are difpofed of feme one way and 
feme another, twenty or thirty miles, and more than enough left for us to make merry 
with all at our resdevouze- Being come to our lodgings, there was fuch baking, boy I- 
mg, reading and ftewing, as if Cook Ruffian had been there to have fcalded the Devil 
in his feathers/* But to proceed* 

Pafs by the cattle of Brae-mar, a fqnare tower* the feat of the antietit Earls of Mar : 
in later times a garrifen to curb the difeontented chieftains ; but at prefertt unnecefia- 
riiy occupied by a company of foot, being rented by the Government from Mr. Tar* 
quharfon, of Invercauld, whofe houfe I reach in lefs than half an hour. 

Invercauld is lea ted in the centre of the Grampian hills, in a fertile vale, wafhed by 
the Dee, a large and rapid river; nothing can be more beauEiful than the different 
views from the feveral parts of it. On the northern entrance, immenfe ragged and 
broken craggs bound one fide of the profpe£t ; over whofe grey fides and fummits Is 
fcattered the melancholy green of the piclurefque pine, which grows out of the naked 
rock, where one would think nature would have denied vegetation. 

A little lower down is the caftle above-mentioned; formerly a neeeffary curb on 
the little kings of the country ; but at prefent ferves fcarce any purpofe, bat to adorn 
the kmdfcape. 

The views from the fkirts of the plain near Invercauld, are very great; the hills 
that immediately bound it are cloathed with trees, particularly with birch, whofe long 
and pendent boughs, waving a vaft height above the head, furpafs the beauties of the 
weeping willow. 

But when the great man tallies out to the chaee of foxes and badgers, he fee ms not to leave fo impor- 
t^nt an affairytp chance, fo feta off thus amply provided in his triumphal car; if Le Seigneur,” (faya 
Foil dtpux) “ doit avoir fa petite charmte, la on il fera dedans*' avec la Fillettfc agee de ieize a dix fept 
laquelie lay fro tera la tefte par les chcmins. Toutes lea chevllles et paux de la charette doinent 
eRre garnis de flacconsct bouteilles, et doit avoir an bout de la charreitc un coifre debois, plein de coqa 
d J inde froide, jambons* langues de Bcrufs et autre bons harnois de gudle. Et fi e’eft en temps driver, il 
pourra iaire porter fun petit pavilion, et faire du feu dedans pour fe chauffer, ou bicn dunner un council 
r-obbfc a la nympbe. P 35. 7 i* r 
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The fouthem extremity is pre-eminently magnificent ; the mountains form there a 
vaft theatre, the bofom of which is covered with extenfive forefts of pines: above, the 
trees grow (career and (career, and then feem only to (prinkle the furface; after which 
vegetation ceafes, and naked fummits* of a furprifing height fucceed, many of them 
topped with perpetual fnow ; and, as a fine confeaft to the feene, the great catarafl: of 
Garval-bourn, which feenis at a diftance to divide the whole, foams amidft the dark 
foreft, rufttingfrotn rock to rock to a vaft difiance. 

Some of thefe hills are fuppofed to be the higheft part of Great Britain: their height 
has not yet been taken, but the conjecture is made from the defeent of the Dee, 
which runs from Brae-mart to the fea, above feventy miles, with a moft rapid courfe. 

In this vale the Earl of Mar fir It fet up the Pretender's ftandard on the. fixth of 
September 1715 ; and in confecjuence drew to deftruction his own, and feveralof the 
moft noble families of North Britain. 

Rode to take a nearer view of the environs; eroded the Dee on a good (tone-bridge 
built fcy the Government, and entered on excellent roads into a magnificent foreft of 
pines of many miles extent. Some of the trees are of a vaft fize; I meafured feveral 
that were ten, eleven, and even twelve feet in circumference, and near lixty feet high, 
forming a moft beautiful column, with a fine verdant capital. Thefe trees are of great 
age, having, as is-fuppofed, feen two centuries. Their value is confiderable; Mr. Far- 
quharfon informed me, that by fawing and retailing them, he has got for eight hun¬ 
dred trees five-and-twenty (hillings each : they are fawed in an adjacent faw-mill, into 
plank ten feet long, eleven inches broad and three thick, and fold for two (hillings 
a-piece. 

Near this antient foreft is another, confiding of fmaller trees, alrnoft as high, but 
very (lender; one grows in a Angular manner out of the top of a great (lone, and 
notwithftanding it feemstohave no other nourifiiment than what it gets from the dews, 
is above thirty feet high. 

The profpect above thefe forefts is very extraordinary, a diftant view of hills over a 
furface of verdant pyramids of pines. 

I mu ft not omit, that there are in the moors of thefe parts, what I may call fubterra- 
neous forefts, of the fame fpecies of trees, overthrown by the rage of tempefts, and 
covered with vegetable mould. Thefe are dug up, and ufed for feveral mechanical 
purpofes. The finer and more refinous parts are fptit into (lender pieces, and ferve 
the purpofes of torches. Ceres made ufe of no other in her fearch after her loft 
daughter 

Ilia duabus 

Flammifera pinus manibus fuccendit ab ./Etna. 

. _ , a . , . Ovid. Met. lib. *. 7. 

fit s naming mouth two pitchy pines 

To light her in her fearch at length flit tines. 


This whole tiaft abounds with game: the (tags at this time were ranging J n the moun 
tains; but the little roebucks j were perpetually bounding before its- and the black 
game often fprung under our feet. The tops of the hills (warmed with grous and ptarmi¬ 
gans. Green plovers, whimbrels, and fnow-jlakes §, breed here : the Iaft affemble in 


t C r*JofJdy!^ 8CalledB ^ y b0l,rd * un ^* r w Weh isa (mail Locb, which I wa. told bad icc the lat- 
f The molt diftant from the fea of any place in North Britain 
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great flocks during winter, and collect fo clofely in their eddying flight, as to give the 
fportfman opportunity of killing numbers at a (hot. Eagles*, peregrine falcons, and 
goihawks breed here : the falcons in rocks, the goihawks in trees : the laft purfues its 
prey an end, and dallies through every thing in purfuit; but if it miffes its quarry, 
debits from following it after two or three hundred yards flight. Thefe birds are pro- 
feribed ; half a crown is given tor an eagle, a fliilling for a hawk, or hooded crow. 

Foxes are in thefe parts very ravenous, feeding on roes, Iheep, and even Ihe-goats. 

Rooks vifit thefe vales in autumn, to feed on the different fort of berries; but nei¬ 
ther winter nor breed here. 

I law flying in the forells, the greater bulfinch of Mr. Edwards, tab. 123, 124. the 
Loxia enucleator of Linnaeus, whofe food is the feed of pine-cones; a bird common 
to the north of Europe and America. 

On our return palled under fome high cliffs, with large woods cf birch intermixed. 
This tree is ufed for all forts of implements of hufbandry, roofing of finall houfes, 
wheels, fuel; the Highlanders alfo tan their own leather with the bark ; and a great 
deal of excellent wine is extracted from the live tree. Obferved among thefe rocks 
a fort of projecting Ihelf on which had been a hut, acceffible only by the help oi fome 
-thongs, fattened by fome very expert climbers, to which the family got, in time of 
danger, in former days, with their moll valuable moveables. 

The houfes of the common people in thefe parts are Clocking to humanity, formed 
with loofe Hones, and covered with clods, which they call devots, or with heath, broom, 
or branches of fir: they look, at a diftance, like fo many black mole-hills. The in¬ 
habitants live very poorly, on oatmeal, barley-cakes and potatoes; their drink whifky 
fweetened with honey. The men are thin, but ftrong; idle and lazy, except em¬ 
ployed in the chace, or any thing that looks like amufement; are content with their 
hard fare, and will not exert themfelves farther than to get what they deem neceflaries- 
The women are more induftrious, fpin their own hufbands* cloaths, and get money by 
knitting ftockings, the great trade of the country. The common women are in ge¬ 
neral moll remarkably plain, and foon acquire an old look,‘and by being much expoled 
to the weather without hats, fuch a grin, and contraction of mufcles, as heightens greatly 
their natural hardnefs of features: I never faw fo much plainnefs among the lower rank 
of females : but the ns plus ultra of hard features is not found till you arrive among 
the fifh- women of Aberdeen. 

Tenants pay their rent generally in this country in money, except what they pay in 
poultry, which is done to promote the breed, as the gentry are fo remote from any 
market. Thofe that rent a mill pay a hog or two ; an animal fo detefted by the High¬ 
landers, that very few can be prevailed on to tafte it in any fliape. Labour is here very 
cheap, the ufual pay being fifty fhillings a year, and two pecks of oatmeal a week. 

Purfued my journey call, along a beautiful road by theriver-fide, in fight of the pine 
forefts. The vale now grows narrow, and is rilled with woods of birch and alder.. 
Saw on the road-fide the feats of gentlemen, high built, and once defenfible. The pea- 
fants cultivate their little land with great care to the very edge of the ftony hills. 
All the way are vafl: maffes of granite, the fame which is called in Cornwall, Moor- 
jfione. 

The glen contrafts, and the mountains approach each other. Quit the Highlands, 
palling between two great rocks, called the Pafs of Bollitir, a very narrow ftrait, whofe 

* The ring-tail eagle, called here the Black Eagle, I fufpeft, from the deferiptirm, that the dotrel breeds 
here* I, hear alfo of a bird, called here Snatadi 11a cuirn, but could not procure it. 
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bottom is covered with the tremendous ruins of the precipices that bound the road. 

I was informed, that here the wind rages with great fury during winter, and catching 
up the fnow in eddies, whirls it about with fuch impetuofity, as makes it dangerous for 
man or bead to be out at that time. Rain alfo pours down fometimes in deluges, and 
carries with it done and gravel from the hills in fuch quantity, that I have feen the 
efft-as of tbefe fpates, as^ they are called, lie crofs the roads, as the avalanches, or 
fnow-falls, do thofe of the Alps. In many parts of the Highlands were hofpitia for 
the reception of travellers, called by the Scotch, Spittles, or hofpitals : the fame were 
ufual in Wales, where they are dyled Yfpytty ; and, in both places, were maintained 
by the religious houfes: as fimilar alyl urns are to this day fupported, in many parts of 
the Alps. 

This pafs is the eadem entrance into the Highlands. The country now affumes a 
new face: the hills grow lefs, but the land more barren, and is chiefly covered with 
heath and rock. The edges of the Dee are cultivated, but the red only in patches, 
among which is generally a groupe of fmall houfes. There is alfo a change of trees, 
oak being the principal wood, but even that is fcarce. 

On the fouth fide of the river is Glen-Muik, remarkable for a fine cataract formed 
by the river Muik, which, after running for a confiderable way along a level moor, 
at once falls down a perpendicular rock of a femicircular form, called the Lin of Muik, ■ 
into a hole of fo great a depth worn by the weight of water, as to be fuppofed by the 
vulgar to be bottomlefs. 

Refrefhed my horfes at a hamlet called Tullich, and looking wed, faw the great 
mountain Laghin y gair, which is always covered with fnow. 

Almofl oppofite to the village of Tullich is Pananich, noted for the mineral water 
difcovered a few years ago, and found to be very beneficial in rheumatic and fcrophu- 
lous cafes, and complaints of the gravel. During fummer great numbers of people 
afflicted with thofe diforders refort there to drink the waters; and for their reception 
feveral commodious houfes have already been built. 

A little below Tullich ride over the fouth corner of the hill of Culbleen, where foon 
after the Revolution, a bloodlefs battle was fought between King William's forces, 
under the command of General Mackay, and fome gentlemen of the country, with their 
dependents. The lad made fuch an expeditious retreat, that, in derifion, it was called 
the race of Tullich. 

The hill of Culbleen is the fouth-weft extremity of a range of mountains which form 
a deep femicircle, and enclofe on all fides, except the fouth, a very fruitful bottom, and 
five parilhes, called Cromar. The foil, excepting fome moors and little hills, is good to 
the foot of the mountains, and produces the bell barley in the county of Aberdeen. 
Cromar is the entrance into the low countries; the Erfe language has been difufed in 
it for many ages, yet is fpoken at this time fix miles weft in Glen-gairn. 

One of the mountains to the weft is ftyled the Hill of Morven, of a ftupendous height, 
and on the fide next to Cromar, almofl perpendicular. From the top, the whole 
country as far as Aberdeen, thirty computed miles, feems from this height as a plain; 
and the profpect terminates in the German ocean. The other great mountains appear 
to fink to a common fize; and even Laghin y gair abates of its grandeur. About 
four miles below Culbleen, at Charles-Town, ride on a line with the hill of Coui the 
fouth-eaft extremity of the Cromar mountains. 

A little north of Charles-Town ftands Aboyne caftle, the feat of the Earl of Aboyne, 
ainidft large plantations; but his Lordfliip’s pines in the foreft of Glen Tanner, yield to 
none in Scotland, excepting thofe of Dalmore. 
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Obferved feveral vaft plantations of pines, planted by gentlemen near their feats ; 
fuch a laudable fpirit prevails in this refpeCt, that in another half century, it never flmll 
be faid, that to fpy the nakednefs of the laud you are come. 

Dine at the little village of Kincairn Oneil. Hereabouts the common people 
cultivate a great deal of cabbage. The oat-fields are inclofed with rude low mounds of 
ftone. 

It gives me real concern to find any hiftorical authority for overthrowing the beauti¬ 
ful relation that the powerful genius of Shakefpear has-formed out of Boethius's tale of 
Macbeth. If we may credit Fordun, that ufurper was llain in his retreat at Lunfanan, 
two miles north-weft of this place. To Sir David Dalrymple's * accurate inveftigation 
of a dark period of the Scottifh liiftory, I ana obliged for this difeovery. “ Near the 
church of Lunfanan," adds that gentleman, “ is the veftige of an ancient fortrefs once 
furrounded by te a brook that runs by.” This he conjectures to have been the retreat 
of Macbeth. 

Lay at a meanhoufe at Banchorie. The country, from Bollitir to this place, dull, 
unlefs where varied by the windings of the river, or with the plantations. 

Auguft 7th, the nearer to Aberdeen, the lower the country' grows, and the greater 
the quantity of com : in general, oats and barley j for there is very little wheat fown in 
thofe parts. Reach 

Aberdeen, a fine city, lying on a fmall bay, formed by the Dee, deep enough for 
fhips of two hundred tons. The town is about two miles in circumference, and con¬ 
tains thirteen thoufand fouls, and about three thoufand in the fuburbs; but the whole 
number of inhabitants between the bridges Dee and Don, which includes both the 
Aberdeens, and the interjacent houfes or hamlets, is eflimated at twenty thoufand. It 
once enjoyed a good Jhare of the tobacco trade, but was at length forced to refign it to 
Glafgow, which was fc much more conveniently fituated for it. At prefent, its im¬ 
ports are from the Baltic, and a few merchants trade to the Weft Indies and North 
America. Its exports are, ftockings, thread, falmon, and oatmeal: the firft is a molt 
Important article, as appears by the following Hate of it. For this manufacture 20,800 
pounds worth of wool is annually imported, and 1600 pounds worth of oil. Of this 
wool is annually made 69,333 dozen pairs of ftockings, worth, at an average _il. 10s. 
per dozen. Thefe are made by the country people, in almoft all parts of this great 
county, who get 4s. per dozen for fpinning, and 14s. per dozen for knitting, fo that 
there is annually paid them 62,329k 14s. And befides, there is about 2000k value 
of ftockings manufactured from the wool of the county, which encourages the breed 
of lheep much ; for even as high as Invercauld, the farmer fells his flieep at twelve 
fhillings a-piece, and keeps them till they are four or five years old, for the fake of the 
wool. About 200 combers are alfo employed conftantly. The thread manufacture is 
another confiderable article, though trifling in comparifon of the woollen. 

The falmon fiflieries on the Dee and the Don, are a good branch of trade: about 
46 boats, and 130 men are employed on the firft; and in fume years 167,0001b. of fifli 
have been fent pickled to London, and about 930 barrels of falted fifli exported to 
France, Italy, &c. The fifhery on the Don is far lefs confiderable. About the time 
of Henry VIII. this place was noted for a confiderable trade in dried cod-nth, at that 
period known by the name of Habherdyn filh. 

The town of Aberdeen is in general well built, with granite from the neighbouring 
quarries. I he beft tlreet, or rather place, is the CalUe-ftreet: in the middle is an 
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oftagon building, with neat bas relievos of the Kings or Scotland, from James I. to 
James ^VII. The town-houfe makes a good figure, and has a handfome fpire in the 
edit re# 

The eaft and weft churches are under the fame roof j for the North Britions obferve 
ceconomy, even in their religion : in one 1 obferved a (mall fhip hung up; a votive of- 
fering frequent enough in Popilh churches, but appeared very unexpectedly here. But 
I am now fatisfied that the fliip only denotes the right the mariners have to a fitting 

place beneath. _ 

In the church-yard lies Andrew Cant, minifter of Aberdeen, from whom the 
Spectator derives the word to cant: but in all probability, Andrew canted no more 
than the reft of his brethren, for he lived in a whining age *; the word therefore 
feems to be derived from canto, from their tinging out their difeourfes. The inferip- 
tion on his monument fpeaks of him in very high terms, ftyles him vir fuo feculo 
fummus, qui orbi huic ct urbi ecciefiaftes, voce et vita inclinatam religionem fuftinuit, 
degen eres mundi mores refmxit, ardens et ainans, Boanerges et barn abas, Magnes et 
Adamus, &c. &c. 

In the fame place are multitudes of long-winded epitaphs ; but the following, though 
fhort, has a mo ft elegant turn: 

Si Tides, ft humanitas, mul toque gratus lepore candor ; 

Si fuorum amor, amicorum tharitas, o mm unique Bene^ 
vokntiafpintum red ope re poiTtot, 

Hand liclc Titus efitt Johannes Burnet a Elrick* 1747* 

The college is a large old building, founded by George Earl of Marechal, 1593. 
On one fide is this ftrange infeription ; probably alluding to fome fcoft'ers at that time: 

They have feid, 

Quhat fay thay ? 

Let Yauie fay* 

In the great room are feveral good piclures. A head of the founder. The prefent 
Lord Marechal when young, and General Keith, his brother. Bifliop Burnet in his 
robes, as Chancellor of the Garter. A head of Mary Stuart, in black, with a crown 
in one hand, a crucifix in the other. Arthur Jonfton, a fine head by Jamefon. An¬ 
drew Cant, by the fame. Gordon of Strachloch, publifher of the maps; DoCtor 
Gregory, author of the reflecting telefcope; and fevera-ipOthers, by Jamefon. 

In the library is the alcoran on vellum, finely illuminated. 

A Hebrew bible, manulcript, with Rabbinical notes on vellum. 

Ifidori excerpta ex libro : a great curiofity, being a complete natural hiftory, with 
figures, richly illuminated on fquares of plated gold, on vellum. 

A paraphrafe on the Revelation, by Janies VI. with notes, in the King’s own hand. 

A fine milfai. 

There are about a hundred and forty ftudents belonging to this college. 

The convents in Aberdeen were ; one of Mathurines, or of the order of the Trinity, 
founded by William the Lion, who died in 1214: another of Dominicans, by Alex¬ 
ander II.: a third of Obfervantines, a building of great length in the middle of the 
city, founded by the citizens, and Mr. Richard Vaus, &c.: and a fourth of Carmelites 
or White Friers, founded by Philip de Arbuthnot, in 4350. In the ruins of this was 
difeovered a very curious filver chain, fix feet long, with a round plate at one end 
and at the other a pear-lhaped appendage ; which is ftill preferred in the library. 

* la Charles die Fir/t’s time. 
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The grammar, fchool is a low but neat building, Gordon’s hofpital is handfome ; 
in front is a good ftatue of the founder: it maintains forty boys, children of the in¬ 
habitants of Aberdeen, who are apprenticed at proper ages. 

The infirmary is a large plain building, and fends out between eight or nine hundred 
cured patients annually. 

On the fide of the great bleachery, which is common to the town, are the public 
walks. Over a road, between the Caftle-ftreet and the harbour, is a very handfome 
arch, which mud attract the attention of the traveller. 

On the eaft of the town is a work begun by Cromwell, from whence is a fine view 
of the fea: beneath is a ftnall patch of ground, noted for producing very early barley, 
which was then reaping. 

Prices of provifionsin this town were thefe: Beef, (16 ounces to the pound) 2|d. 
to 5d. ; mutton the fame ; butter, (28 ounces to the pound) 6d. to 8d.; cheefe, ditto, 
4d. to 4§d.; a large pullet, fid. or tod.; duck, the fame; goofe, ss. 3d. 

Crofs the harbour to the granite quarries that contribute to fupply London with 
paving ftones. The ftones lie either in large nodules or in fhattery beds ; are cut into 
Ihape, and the fmall pieces for the middle of the ftreets are put on board for feven 
Ihillings per ton, the long ftones at ten-pence per foot. 

The bridge of Dee lies about two miles S. of the town, and confifts of feven neat 
arches : before the building of that of Perth, it was efteemed the fined ftrufture of the 
kind in North Britain. It was founded, and is ftiil fupported by funds deftined for that 
purpofe by Bifliop Elphinfton. The following infcription on the buttrefs of a ruinous 
ifle in the cathedral of Old Aberdeen, informs us of the architect:— 4 Thomas, the fon 
of Thomas French, mafter mafon, who built the bridge of the Dee and this ifle, is en- 
terred at the foot hereof, who died anno 1530.’ 

Auguft 8th, vifitedOld Aberdeen, about a mile north of the new; a poor town 
feated not far from the Don. The college is built round a fquare, with cloifters on the 
fouth fide. The chapel is very ruinous within; but there ftiil remains fome wood-work 
of exquifite workman/hip. This was preferved by the fpirit of the principal at the 
time of the reformation, who armed his people and checked the blind zeal of the ba¬ 
rons of the Mearns, who after ftripping the Cathedral of its roof, and robbing it of the 
bells, were going to violate this feat of learning. They fhipped their facrilegious booty 
with an intention to expofin~it to fale in Holland* ; but the veflel hadfcarcely gone 
out of port, but it perilhed in a ftorm with all its ill gained lading. 

The college was founded in 1494 by William Elphinfton, bifliop of this place, and 
Lord Chancellor of Scotland in the reign of James III.; and Lord Privy Seal in that 
of James IV. He was a perfon of fuch eminence, that his cotemporaries firmly be¬ 
lieved that his death was prefaged by various prodigies, and that fupernatural voices 
were heard at his interment, as if heaven more peculiarly interefted itfelf in the depar¬ 
ture of fo great a chara&er f. 

The library is large. The moft remarkable things are; John Trevifa’s tranflation of 
Higden’s Polychronicon, in 1387 ; the manufeript excellently wrote, and the language 
very good, for that time. A very neat Dutch miflal, with elegant paintings on the 
margin. Another, of the angels appearing to the Ihepherds, with one of the men 
playing on the bagpipes. A manufeript catalogue of the old treafury of the college. 

Hector Boethius was the firft principal of the college, and fent for from Paris for that 
purpofe, on ah annual falary of forty marks Scots, at thirteen-pence each. The fquare 

* Spotfwood’s Hill. Church of Scotland, ■{- Boethius’s Hill, of the Biihops of Aberdeen. 
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tower on the fide of the college was built by contributions from General Mom-, and the 
officers under him, then quartered at Aberdeen, for the reception of ftudents; ol 
which there are about a hundred belonging to the college, who lie in it 

In Bilhop Elphinfton’s hall is a picture of Bilhop Dunbar, who fimlhed tne bridge of 
Dee, and completed every thing elfe that the other worthy prelate had begun. Befides 
this are portraits of Forbes, Bilhop of Aberdeen, and Profeffors Sandiland and Gordon, 
by Jamefon. The Sybils : laid to be done by the fame hand, but feemed to me in 
too different a ftyle to be his; but the Sybilla iEgyptiaca and Erythrtea are in good 

attitudes. . . 

The cathedral is very ancient ; no more than the two very antique lpires and one 
ifle, which is iffed as a church, are now remaining. This bifhoprick was founded in 
the time of David I. who tranflated it from Mortlick in Banfflhire to this place. 

From a tumulus, called Tille dron, now covered with trees, is a fine view of an ex- 
tenfive and rich country; once a moft barren fpot, but by the induftry of the inhabi¬ 
tants brought to its prefent ftate. A pretty vale bordered with wood, the cathedral 
foaring above the trees, and the river Don, form all together a moft agreeable prof- 
pe£h Thefe are comprehended in the pleafure grounds of Seaton, the houfe of George 
Middleton, Efq.; which lies well Iheltered in the north-weft corner of the valley, and 
was probably the firft villa built in the north of Scotland according to the prefent idea 
of elegance. 

Beneath are fome cruives, or wears, to take falmon in. The owners are obliged by 
law to make the rails of the cruives * of a certain width, to permit filh of a certain fize 
to pafs up the river ; but as that is neglected, they pay an annual fuin to the owners of 
the filheries which lie above to compenfate the lofs. 

In the Regiam Majeftatem are preferred feveral ancient laws relating to the falmon 
filheries, couched in terms expreffive of the fimplicity of the times. 

From Saturday night till Monday morning, they were obliged to leave a free paffage 
for the fifh, which is ftyled the Saturday es floppe t* 

Alexander I. enafted, 1 That the ftreame of the water fal be in all parts fwa free, 
that ane fwine of the age of three zeares, well fed, may tume himfelf within the 
ftreame round about, fwa that his fnowt nor tail! fall not touch the bank of the water.* 

‘ Slayers of reide filh or fmoltes of falmond, the third time are punilhed with death. 
And fic like he quha commands the famine to be done.’ Jac. IV. pari. 6. ftat. Rob. III. 

Auguft gth, continue my journey : pafs over the bridge of Don; a fine Gothic arch 
flung over that fine river, from one rock to the other; the height from the top of the 
arch to the water is fixty feet; its width feventy-two. It was built by Henry de Cheyn, 
Bilhop of Aberdeen and nephew to John Cummin Lord of Badenoch, who fuffering 
exile for his attachment to the faction ol the Cummins on his being reftored to his fee, 
applied all the profits that had accumulated during his abfence, towards this magnifi¬ 
cent work J. Ride for fome miles on the fea fands ; pafs through Newburgh, a final 1 
village, and at low water ford the Ythen, a river productive of the pearl mufcle : go 
through the parifh ofFurvie, now entirely overwhelmed with fand, (except two farms) 
and about 500I. per annum loft to the Errol family, as appears by the oath of the fac¬ 
tor, made before the court of feffions in 1600, to alcertain the minifter’s falary. It was 
at that time all arable land, now covered with Ihiftmg fands, like the deferts of Arabia, 
and no veltiges remain of any buildings, except a finall fragment of the church. 

* Cruives, See. (hall have their heeke two inches wide, that the fry may pafs. Rob. I. 
t Alex, I. J Keith’s Scotch Bifhops, 6j. This Prelate was living in 1333. 
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The country now grows very flat; produces oats ; but the crops are confidcrably 

woiTe than in the preceding country. Reach . _ , 

Bownefs, or Buclianefs, the feat of the Earl of Errol, percned, u- .e a falcon s n> = 
on the edge of a vaft cliff above the fea. The drawing room, a large and very elegant 
apartment, hangs over it; the waves run in wild eddies round the rocks bepealb, and 
the fea fowl clamour above and below, forming a ftrange profpeft and fingulut enouis* 
The place was once defenfible, there having been a ditch and draw-bridge on the at - 

ceffible fide ; but now both are deftroyed. t 

Above five miles fouth is Slains, the remains of the old family cattle, mated itrongty 
on a peninfulated rock ; but demoliflied in 1594, by James VI. on the rebellion o± 
the Earl of Huntly. Near this place are feme vafV caverns, once filled- with curious 
ftalaflical incruftations, now deftroyed, in order to be burnt into lime; for there is 
none in this country, that ufeful commodity being imported from the Earl of Elgin’s 
works on the l'Yith of Forth. 

Here the fliore begins to grow bold and rocky, and indented in a ftrange manner 
with final 1 and deep creeks, or rather immenfe and horrible claims. ^ ihe famous 
Bullers of Buchan lie about a mile north of Bownefs, are a vaft hollow in a rock, pro¬ 
jecting into the fea, open at top, with a communication to the fea through a noble 
natural arch, through which boats can pafs, and lie fecure in this natural harbour. 
There is a path round the top, but in fome parts too narrow to walk on with latisfac- 
tion, as the depth is about thirty fathom, with water 011 both fides, being bounded on 
the north and fouth by fmall creeks. 

Near this is a great mfulated rock, divided by a narrow and very deep chafm from the 
land. This rock is pierced through midway between the water and the top, and in 
violent ftorms the waves rulh through it with great noife and impetuofity. On the fides, 
as well as thofe of the adjacent cliffs, breed multitudes of kittiwakes *. The young are 
a favourite difh in North Britain, being ferved up a little before dinner, as a whet for the 
appetite; but, from the rank fmell and tafte, i'eem as if they were more likely to have a 
contrary effect. I was told of an honeil gentleman who was fet down for the fir It time 
to this kind of whet, as he fuppofed ; but af ter demolifhing half a dozen, with much 
impatience declared, that he had eaten fax, and did not find himfelf a bit more hungry 
than before he had began. 

On this coaft is a great fifhery of fea dogs f, which begins the laft week of July, and 
ends thefirft in September. The livers are boiled for oil j the bodies fplit, dried, and 
fold to the common people, who come from great distances for them. Very fine tur¬ 
bots are taken on this coall; and towards Peterhead are good fifheries of cod and ling. 
The lord of the manor has 3I. 6s. 8d. per annum from every boat, (a fix man boat) but 
if a new crew fets up, the lord, by way of encouragement, finds them a boat. Befules 
thefe, they have little yawls for catching bait, at the foot of the rocks. Mufcles are alfo 
much ufed for bait, and many boats loads are brought for that purpofe from the mouth 
oftheYthen. Of late years, a very fuccefsful falmon fifhery has been fet up in the 
fandy bays below Slains. This is performed by long nets, carried out to fea by boats, 
a great compafs taken, and then hawled on fliore. It is remarked, thefe fifli fv\im 
againfl the wind, and are much better tailed than thofe taken in frefli waters. 

Moll of the labour on fliore is performed here by the women; they will carry as 
much filh as two men can lift on their fhouldcrs, and when they have fold their cargo 
and emptied their bafket, will re-place part of it with ftones: they go fixteen miles to 

+ The picked Shark, Br. Zool. Ill No 40. 
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fell or barter their filh; are very fond of finery, and will load their fingers with trump¬ 
ery rings, when they want both (hoes and Hackings. The fleet was the laft war fup- 
plied with great numbers of men from this and others parts of Scotland, as well as the 
army * I think near 70,000 engaged in the general caufe, and alufted in carrying our 
glory through all parts of the globe: of the former, numbers returned j of the latter, 
very few. 

The houfes in this country are built with clay, tempered in the fame manner as the 
Ifraelites made their bricks in the land of ./Egypt: after dreflingthe clay, and working 
it up with water, the labourers place on it a large ftratum of ftraw, which is trampled 
into it and made fmall by horfes : then more is added, till it arrives at a proper con- 
iiftency, when it is ufed as a plaifter, and makes the houfes very warm. The roofs are 
farked, i. e. covered with inch-and-half deal, fawed into three planks, and then nailed 
to the joifts, on which the flates are pinned. 

The land profpedt is extremely unpleafant ; for no trees will grow here, in fpite of all 
the pains that have been taken: not but in former times it rnuft have been well wooded, 
as is evident from the number of trees dug up in all the bogs. The fame nakednefs 
prevails over great part of this coaft, even far beyond Banff, except in a few warm 
bottoms. 

The corn of this tra£l is oats and barley ; of the lafl: I have feen very good clofe to the 
edges of the cliffs. Rents are paid here partly in cafli, partly in kind ; the lafl is com¬ 
monly fold to a contractor. The land here being poor, is let cheap. The people live 
hardly: a common food wirh them is fowens, or the groffer part of the oatmeal with 
the hulks, firft put into a barrel with water, in order to grow four, and then boiled in¬ 
to a fort of pudding, or flummery. 

Auguft 1 ith, croffed the country towards Banff, over Oatlands, a coarfe fort of 
downs, and feveral black heathy moors, without a Angle tree for numbers of miles. 
See Craigfton caftle, a good houfe, once defenfible, feated in a fnug bottom, where the 
plantations thrive greatly. Saw here a head of David Lefly, an eleve of Guftavus 
Adolphus: a fuccefsful general againft the royal caufe : unfortunate when he attempted 
to fupport it} loft the battle ofDunbar, being forced to engage contrary to his judgment 
by the enthufiaftn of the preachers: marched with an unwilling army to the fatal battle 
ofWorcefterj confcious of its difaffeCtion or its fears, he funk beneath his apprehen- 
fions ; was difpirited and confounded : after the fight, loft his liberty and reputation ; 
but was reftored to both af the reftoration by Charles II. who created him Baron of 
Newark. Another head, Sir Alexander Frazer, the Knight of Dores j both by Jame- 
fon. Palled by a fmall ruined caftle, in the parilh of Kinedward, feated on a round hill 
in a deep glen, and fcarce accefiible; the ancient name of this caftle was Kin, or Kyn- 
Eden, and faidto have been one of the feats of the Cummins, Earl of Buchan. Ford' 
theDevron, a fine river, over which had been a beautiful bridge, now waflied away by 
the floods. Enter Banfflhire, and reach its capital 

Banff, plealantly feated on the fide of a hill, has feveral ftreets ; but that with the 
town-houle in it, adorned with a new fpire, is very handfome. This place was erected 
into a borough by virtue of a charter from Robert II. dated October 7th, 1372, endow¬ 
ing it with the fame privileges, and putting it on the fame footing with the burrir of 
Aberdeen; but tradition fays it was founded in the reign of Malcolm Canmore. °The 
harbour is very bad, as the entrance at the mouth of the Devron is very uncer¬ 
tain, being often flopped by the Ihifting of the fands, which are continually changing 
in great ftprms: the pier is therefore placed on the outfide. Much falmon is exported 
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from hence. About Troop-head, feme kelp is made; and the adventurers pay the 
lord of the manor 50I- per annum for the liberty of collecting the materials. 

Banff had only one monaflery, that of the Carmelites, dedicated to the Virgin Mary : 
whofe rents, place and lands were bellowed on King’s College in Aberdeen in 1617 by 
James VI. 

The Earl of Fin later has a houfe, prettily feated on an eminence near the town, with 
fame plantations of flirubs and fmall trees, which have a good effect in fo bare a coun¬ 
try. The profpeft is very fine, commanding the rich meadows near the town, Down a 
fmall but well-built fifhing town, the great promontory of Troop-head, and to the north 
the hills of Rofslhire, Sutherland, and Caithnefs. 

The houfe once belonged to the Sharps ; and the violent archbilhop of that name was 
born here. In one of the apartments is a picture of Jamefon by himfelf, fitting in his 
painting-room, dreffed like Rubens, and with his hat on, and his pallet in his hand. 
On the walls are reprefented hung up, the-p:£lures of Charles I. and his Queen; a head 
of his own wife; another head ; two fea views, and Perfeus and Andromeda, the pro¬ 
ductions of his various pencil. 

Duff Houfe, avail pile of building, a little way from the town, is a fquare,with a 
fquare tower at each end ; the front richly ornamented with carving, but, for want of 
wings, has a naked look: the rooms within are very fmall, and by no means anfwer the 
magnificence of the cafe. 

In the apartments are thefe pictures: Frances, Dutchefs of Richmond, full length, 
m black, with a little picture at her bread, iEt, 57, 1 633, by Vandyck : was grand¬ 
daughter by the father to Thomas Duke of Norfolk j to Edward Stafford Duke of Buck¬ 
ingham, by the mother. A lady who attempted the very climax of matrimony: firft mar¬ 
ried the fon of a rich vintner: gave hopes after hi? death to a knight. Sir G, Rodney, 
who on being jilted by her for an earl, Edward Earl of Hertford, wrote to her in his own 
blood a well compofedcopy of verfes, and then fell on his ftvord ; having buried the 
Earl, gave her hand to Ludovic Duke of Richmond and Lenox, and on his deceafe 
fpread her nets for the old monarch James I. Her avarice kept pace with her vanity : 
when vifited by the great, Ihe had all the parade of officers, and gentlemen who at¬ 
tended : tables were fpread, as if there had been ample provifion ; but the moment 
her vifitors were gone, the cloths were taken off, and her train fed with a moll fcanty 
fare. Her pride induced her to draw up an inventory of moll magnificent prefents, Ihe 
wiflied the world to believe Ihe had given to the Queen of Bohemia j prefents of maffy 
plate that exifted only on a paper *. Befides this fingular character, are two fine heads 
of Charles I. and his Queen. A head of a Duff of Corfenday, with Ihort grey hair, by 
Cofmo Alexander, defeendant of the famous Jamefon. Near the houfe is a fhrubbery, 
with a walk two miles long, leading to the river. 

I muft not be filent refpefiing the Reverend Mr. Charles Cordiner, mir.ifter at the 
epifcopal chapel at Banff. He has made his abilities fufficiently known by his feveral 
ingenious publications: and 1 muff exprefs my happinefs in having been the caufe of 
bringing them to the view of the public, much to its entertainment, and I flatter myfelf 
not a little to his own benefit, and that of his numerous family. When I had publilhed. 
the laft volume of my tours in Scotland, I reflected that there were certain parts which 
I had not been able to vifit. I prevailed on Mr. Cordiner to undertake the tour which 
appeared in *780, under the title of Antiquities and Scenery of the North of Scotland, 

* Vide Wilton's Life of Jamcn I, 159. 
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Uluftrated by (Avoniy-one plates taken from his own beautify! drawings. He afterwards 
publi&ed, and continues to publifh, in numbers, the moft remarkable ruins, and fub- 
jetts of natural hiftory he met with in his journies through the northern parts of his 
country. Thefe, I hope, will meet the encouragement they merit, and his labours 
receive their due reward. 

Aug. 12. About two miles weft of Banff, not far from the fea, is a great ftratum 
of fand and fhells, ufed with fuccefs as a manure. Sea tang is alfa much ufed for 
corn lands, fometimes by itfelf, fometimes mixed with earth, and left to rot; it is be- 
fides often laid frefh on grafs, and anfwers very well. Pafied by the houfe of Boyne, a 
ruined caftle on the edge of a deep glen, filled with ferine good afh and maples. 

Near Portfoy, a final! town in the parifli of Fordyce, is a large ftratum of marble, in 
which afbeftos has heen fometimes found : it is a coarfe fort of verd di Corfica, and 
ufed in fome houfes for chimney-pieces. Fortfoy is the principal place in this parifh, 
and contains about fix hundred inhabitants, who carry on a confiderable thread manu¬ 
facture, and one of fnuff: there alfo belong to the town twelve fhips, from forty to a 
hundred tons burthen; and there are in the parifli fix fifhing boats, each of whofe 
crew confifts of fix men and a boy. Reach 

Cullen-houfe, feated at the edge of a deep glen full of very large trees, which, 
being out of the reach of the fea winds, profper greatly. This fpot is very prettily 
laid out in walks, and over the entrance is a magnificent arch fixty feet high, and 
eighty-two in width. The houfe is large, but irregular. The moft remarkable pictures 
are, a full length of James VI. by My tens: at the time of the Revolution, the mob had 
taken it out of Holy-rood Houfe, and were kicking it about the ftreets, when the Chan¬ 
cellor, the Earl of Finlater, happening to pafs by, redeemed it out of their hands. A 
portrait of James Duke of Hamilton, beheaded in 1649, in a large black cloak, with a 
ltar, by Vandyck. A half length of his brother, by the fame, killed at the battle of 
Worcefter. William Duke of Hamilton, prefident of the Revolution Parliament, by 
Kneller. Old Lord Banff, aged 90, with a long white fquare beard, who is faid to 
have incurred the cenfure of the church, at that age, for his gallantries *. 

Not far from Cullen-houfe are the ruins of the caftle of Finlater, fituated on a high 
rock, projecting into the fea. It was ftrengthened in 1455 by Sir Walter Ogilvie, 
who had licence from James II. to build a tower and fortalice at his caftle of Finlater. 
It continued in poffeffion of the family till it was ufurped by the family of the Gordons; 
but was reftored to the right heirs about the year 1562, by Queen Mary, who for that 
purpofe caufed it to be invefted both by fea and land. 

The country round Cullen has all the marks of improvement, owing to the f inde¬ 
fatigable pains of the late noble owner, in advancing the art of agriculture and planting, 
and every other ufeful bufinefs, as far as the nature of the foil would admit. His fuc¬ 
cefs in the firft was very great; the crops of beans, peas, oats, and barley were ex¬ 
cellent ; the wheat very good, but through the fault of the climate, will not ripen till 
it is late, the harveft in thefe parts being in October. The plantations are very ex- 

* Among other pictures of perfons of merit, that of the admirable Crichton mult not be overlooked, I 
was informed, that there is one of that extraordinary perfon in the pofTeflbii of Alexander Morrifon, Efq* 
of Bagnie, in the county of Banff ; it is in the fame apartment with -fome of janiefan’s, but feems done 
by afuperior hand : came into Mr, Morrifon’s pofftfFiou from the family of Crichton, Vifcoimt Frend- 
raught, to whom Crichton probably foot it from Italy, where he fpent the laft years of his ftiort, but 
glorious life. Vide Appendix* 

f His Lordfhlp collcded together near scoo fouls to his new town at Keith, by feuing, L e. giving in 
pepetuity, on payment of a flight acknowledgment* land fufficieut to build a houfe on, with gardens and 
back yard* 
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tenfive, and reach to the top of Binn-hill, but the farther they extend from the bot¬ 
toms, the worfe they fucceed. 

The town of Cullen is mean, yet has about a hundred looms in it; there being a 
flourifliing manufacture of linen and thread, of which near fifty thoufand pounds 
worth is annually made there and in the neighbourhood. Upwards of two thou¬ 
fand bolls of wheat, barley, oats, and meal are paid annually by the tenants to 
their landlords, and by them fold to the merchants and exported : and befides, the 
upper parts of the parifh yield peas, and great quantities of oats, which are fold by thole 
tenants who pay their rents in cafli. 

Near this town the Duke of Cumberland, after his march from Banff", joined the 
reft of his forces from Strath-Bogie, and encamped at Cullen. 

In a fmall fandy bay are three lofty fpiring rocks, formed of flinty mafles, cemented 
together very differently from any ftratmn in the country. Thefe are called the 
Three Kings of Cullen. A little farther is another vaft rock, pierced quite through, 
formed of pebbly concretions lodged in clay, which had fubfided in thick but regular 
layers. 

In this country are feveral cairns or barrows, the places of interment of the antient 
Caledonians, or of the Danes, for the method was common to both nations. At 
Craig-mills near Glaffaugh was a very remarkable one demoliflied about fourteen years 
ago. The diameter was fixty feet, the height fix teen ; formed entirely of ftones 
brought from the lhore, as appears by the limpets, mufcles, and other Ihells mixed 
with them. The whole was covered with a layer of earth four feet thick, and that 
finilhed with a very nice coat of green fod, inclofing the whole. It feems to have been 
origiDally formed by making a deep trench round the fpot, and flinging the earth in¬ 
wards: then other materials brought to complete the work, which muff have been 
that of an whole army. On breaking open this cairn, on the furnmit of the ftony heap 
beneath the integument of earth was found a ftone coffin formed of long flags, and 
it the complete Ikeleton of a human body, lain at full length, with every bone in its 
proper place; and with them a deer’s horn, the fymbol of the favourite amufement of 
the deceafed. 

About five years ago another cairn was broke open at Kil-hillock, or the hill of burial, 
and in it was found another coffin about fix feet long, with a Ikeleton, an urn, and 
feme charcoal: a confiderable deal of charcoal was alfo met with intermixed every 
w here among the ftones of the cairn. By this it appears that the mode of interment 
was various at the fame period; for one of thefe bodies muff have been placed entirely 
in its cemetry, the other burnt, and the allies collected in the urn. 

A third cairn on the farm of Brankanentim near Kil-hillock, was opened very lately; 
and in the middle was found a coffin only two feet fquare, made of flag-ftones fet on 
their edge, and another by way of cover. The urn was feated on the ground, filled 
with alhes, and was furrounded in the coffin with charcoal and bones, probably bones 
belonging to the fame body, which had not been reduced to alhes like the contents of 
the urn. 

A fourth urn was difeovered in a cairn on the hill of Down, overlooking the river 
Devron, and town of Banff. This was alfo placed in a coffin of flat ftones, with the 
mouth downwards. Handing on another ftone. The urn was ornamented, but round 
it were placed three others, fmaller and quite plain. The contents of each were the 
fame; alhes, burnt bones, flint arrow heads with almoft vitrified furfaces, and a piece 
of flint of an oval lhape flatted, two inches long, and an inch and a half thick. There 
was alfo in the larger urn, and one of the Ieffer, a fmall llender bone four inches 
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long, and fomewhat incurvated and perforated at the thicker end: it is apparently not 
human; but the animal it belonged to, and the ufe are unknown. 

The materials of the urns appear to have been found in the neighbourhood; and con- 
fill of a coarfe clay mixed with fmall Hones and fand, and evidently have been only dried, 
and not burnt. By the "appearance of the infide of the larger urn, it is probable that 
it was placed over the bones while they were hot and full of oil; the whole infide being 
blackened with the fleam; and where it may have been fuppofed to have been in 
contact with them, the ftain pervades the entire thicknefs. The urn was thirteen 

*Xl tl. S fl j rf] 

Befides is a numerous affenablage of cairns on the Cotton-hill, a mile fouth of Bir- 
kenbog, probably in memory of the flam in the victory obtained iu 998, by Indulphus, 
over the Danes. The battle chiefly raged on a moor near Cullen, where there are 
fimilar barrows j but as it extended far by reafon of the * retreat of .the vanquifhed, 
thefe feem to be flung together with the fame defign. 

Not far from thefe are two circles of long Hones, called Gael-crofs : perhaps they 
might have been eroded after that battle ; and as gaul is the Erfe word for a flranger 
or enemy f, as the Danes were, I am the more inclined to fuppofe that to have been 

the fad. .... - r 

Nor is there wanting a retreat for the inhabitants in time of war; for round the 
top of the hill of Durn is a triple entrenchment Hill very diHind ; the middle of Hone, 
and very flrong in the moH acceffible place; and fuch faflneffes were far from being 
unneceflary in a trad continually expofed to the ravages of the Danes. 

The vault of the family of the Abercrombies in this parifh muH not be pafled over 
in filence: it is lodged in the wall of the church, and is only the repofitory of the 
fculls. The bodies are depofited in the earth beneath; and when the Laird dies, the 
fcull of his predeceflor is taken up and flung into this Golgotha, which at prefent is in 
poffeflion of nineteen. 

Some fuperftitions Hill lurk even in tins cultivated country. The farmers carefully 
preferve their cattle againlt witchcraft by placing boughs of the mountain afh and 
honeyfuckle in their cow houfes on the 2d of May. They hope to preferve the milk 
of their cows, and their wives from mifcarriage by tying red threads about them : they 
bleed the fuppofed witch to preferve themfelves from her charms : they vifit the well 
of Spey for many diflempers, and the well of Drachaldy for as many, offering fmall 
pieces of money and bits of rags. The young people determine the figure and fize of 
their huibands by drawing cabbages blindfold on All-Hallows even; >and, like the 
Engliih, fling nuts into the fire ; and in February draw valentines, and from them col- 
left their futureTortune in the nuptial Hate. 

Every great family had in former times its daemon, or genius, with its peculiar attri¬ 
butes. Thus the family of Rothemurchus had the Bodach an dun, or ghofl of the 
hill. Kinchardine’s, the fpeftre of the bloody hand. Gartinbeg-houfe was haunted 
by Bodach Gartin; and Tulloch Gorms by Maug Moulach, or the girl with the hairy 
left hand. The fynod gave frequent orders that inquiry fliould be made into the truth 
of this apparition : and one or two declared that they had feen one that anfwered the 
defcription J. 

The little fpeftres called Tarans §, or the fouls of unbaptized infants, were often 
feen flitting among the woods and i'ecret places, bewailing in fofit voices their hard fate. 


* Buchanan* lib* vtf. c. ig. 

% Shaw’s Hiftory of Moray* 306# 


+ Dodor Macpherfou, p. 240, 
§ Idem, 307. 
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Could not fuperflitlon have likewise limited their fuffenngs j and, like the wandering 
g holts of the unburied, at length given them an Jilyfmm ? 

Centum errant annas, volitant Iigsc Iktora cfrcum : 

Turn deimim adtTjiift ftagna exoptata reviftfut. 

Pa fled through a fine open country, full of gentle rifrngs, and rich in oorn, with a 
few clumps of trees fparmgly icattered over it. Great ufe is made here of Hone marie, 
a gritty indurated made, found in vaft ftrata, dipping pretty much; it is of different 
colours, blue, pale brown, and reddifh ; is cut out of the quarry, and laid very thick on 
the ground in lumps, but will not whblly diffolve under three or four years* In the 
quarry is a great deal of {parry matter, which is laid apart, and burnt for lime* Ar* 
rive at 

Cafile Gordon, a large old houfe, the feat of the Duke of Gordon, lying in a low 
wet country, near fame large well-grown woods, and a confiderable one of great hollies. 
It was founded by George fecond Earl of Huntly, who died in 1501, and was originally 
called the eaftlc of the bog of Gight* It inherited, till of late, very little of its antient 
iplendor: but the prefent Duke has made confiderable addkioosriri a very elegant ftyle. 
J5y accident ! met with an old print that fhews it in all the magnificence defcribed by-a 
fmgular traveller of the middle of the laft century. “ Bogagieth/' fays he, t£ the 
Marquis.of Huntly’s palace, all built of ftone facing the ocean, whofe fair front (fet 
prejudice afide) worthily deferves an Engliflnnan's appkufe for her lofty and majeftic 
towers and turrets, that {form the air ; and feemingly make dents in the very clouds* 
At firft fight, I mult confds, it ft ruck me with admiration to gaze on fo gaudy and re¬ 
gular a frontifpiece, more efpecially to confider it in the nook of a nation *•” 

The principal pictures in Caftle Gordon are, the firft Marquis of Huntly, who, on his 
firft arrival at court, forgetting the ufual obeifance, was afked why he did not bow : 
he begged His Majetty’s pardon, and ejtcufed his want of refpedt, by faying he was 
juft come from a place where every body bowed to him. Second Marquis of Huntly, 
beheaded by the Covenanters. His fon, the gallant Lord Gordon, Montrofe’s friend, 
killed at the battle of Auldford. Lord Lewis Gordon, a lefs generous warrior, the 
plague f of the people of Murray, (then the feat of the Covenanters) whofe character, 
with that of the brave Montrofe, is well contraftcd in thefe old lines ; 

If ye with Montrofe ^ae f ye f l get fie and wae enough ; 

If ye with Lord Lewis gae, yel get rob and rave enough. 

The head of the fecond Countefs of Huntly, daughter of James I. Sir Peter Frafer, 
a full length in armour. A fine fmall portrait of the Abbede Aubigne, fitting in his 
ftudy. A very fine head of St. John receiving the Revelation; a beautiful expreflion 
of attention and devotion. 

The Duke of Gordon ft ill keeps up the diverfion of falconry, and had feveral fine 
hawks of the peregrine and gentle falcon fpecies, which breed in the rocks of Glen- 
more. I faw alfo here a true Highland grey-hound, which is now become very fcarce : 

* Northern Memoirs* &c. by Richard Franks, Philanthropes. London, 1694. iamo. This gentle¬ 
man made his journey irt i 6 § 8 f and vent through Scotland as far as the water of Brora in Sutherland, to 
enjoy, as he travelled, the amufement of angling. 

4 Whence this proverb. 

The gui], the Gordon, and the hooded craw. 

Were the three werft things Murray ever faw. 

Guil is a weed that rnfefts corn. It was from the caftle of Rothes, on the Spey, that Lord Lewis made 
his plundering excurfioni into Murray. 
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It was of a very large fize, ftrong, deep chefted, and covered with very long and 
rough hair. This kind was in great vogue in former days, and ufed in vail numbers at 
the magnificent flag-chafes, by the powerful chieftains. 

I alfo faw here a dog the offspring of a wolf and Pomeranian birch. It had much 
the appearance of the firil, was very good-natured and fportive ; but being flipped at a 
weak deer, it iuftantly brought the animal .down and tore out its throat. This dog was 
bred by Mr. Brook, animal-merchant in London, who told me that the congrefs be¬ 
tween the wolf and the bitch was immediate, and the produce at the litter was ten. 

The Spey is a dangerous neighbour to Caflle Gordon; a large and furious river, 
overflowing very f requently in a dreadful manner, as appears by its ravages far beyond 
its banks. The bed of the river is wide and full of gravel, and the channel very fhift- 
ing. 

The Duke of Cumberland palled this water at Belly church, near this place, when 
the channel was l'o deep as to take an officer, from whom I had the relation, and who 
was fix feet four inches high, up to the breaft. The banks are very high and fteep 
fo that, had not the rebels been providentially fo infatuated as to neglect opposition, 
the paffagc mufl have been attended with confiderable lofs. 

The falmon fifhery on this river is very great: about feventeen hundred barrels full 
are caught in the feafon, and thelhore is rented for about 1200I. per annum. 

Auguft 14th, paffed through Fochabers, a wretched town, clofe to. the caftle;. 
Croffed the Spey in a boat, and landed in the county of Murray. 

The peafants’ houfes, which, throughout the fiitre of Banff were very decent, were 
now become very miferable, being entirely made of turf: the country partly moor,, 
partly cultivated, but in a very flbvenly maimer. 

Between Fochabers and Elgin. on the right lies Innes, once the feat of the very an¬ 
cient family of that name, whofe -annals are marked with great calamities. 1 fhall recite 
two which ftrongly paint the manners of the times, and one of them alfo the manners of 
that abandoned ilatefman the Regent Earl of Morton. 1 (hall deliver the tales in the 
Ample manner they are told by the hillorian of the houfe, 

“ This, man Alexander Innes 20th heir of the houfe '(though very gallant} had 
fometbing of particularyty in his temper, was proud and pofitive in his deportment, 
and had his lawfuits with feverall of his friends, among!! the reft with Innes of Peth* 
nock, which had brought them both to Edinburgh in the yeir 1576, as I ; take it, q“ 
the laird haveing met his kiniinan at the crofs, fell in words with him for dareing to give 
him a citation; in choller either ftabeff the gentleman with a degger or, piftoled him 
(for it was varioufly reported). When he had done, his ftomach would not let him fly 
but he walked up and doun on the fpott as if he had done nothing that could be 
quareled, his friends lyfe being a thing that he could difpofe of without being bound to 
count for it to any oyn. and y® flayed till the F.arle of Mortune who was Regent fent 
a guard andcariedhim away to the caftell, but q he found truely the danger or his 
circumftance and y‘ his proud raih aftion behooved to coll him his lyfe, he was then 
free to redeem that at any rate and made ane agreement for a remiffione with the re¬ 
gent at the pryce of the barrony of Kilmalemnock which this day extends to 24 thou¬ 
sand marks rent yeirly. The evening after the agreement was made and write, being 
merry with his friends at acollatione and talking anent the deirnefs of the ranfome the 
regent hade made him pay for his lyfe, he waunted that hade his foot once loofe he 
would faine fee q‘ the Earle of Mortune durft come and poffefs his lands: q" being 
told to the regent that night, he refolved to play fuir game with him, anil therefore 
though q l he fpoke was in drink, the very next day he put the fentence of death in exe¬ 
cutions 
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cutione ag' him by caufing his head to be ftruck of in the caftle and q’ pofleft his 
eftate.” 

The other relation, ftill more extraordinary, is given in the appendix. 

Dine at Elgin*, a good town, with many of the houfes built over piazzas: except¬ 
ing its great cattle fairs, has little trade; but is remarkable for its ecclefiaftical anti¬ 
quities. The cathedral had been a magnificent pile, but is now in ruins : it was de- 
ftroyed by reafon of the fale of the lead that covered the roof, which was done in 1567, 
by order of council, to fupport the foldiery of the regent Murray. Joh niton, in his 
Encomia Urbium, celebrates the beauty of Elgin, and laments the fate of this noble 
building. 

Arcibus heroum nitidis urbs cingitur, intus 
Plebei radiant, nobilhimque Lares: 

Omnia dele&ant, vetcris fed rudera templi 
Dura fpedlas, lachrytrus, Scotia, tinge genas. 

The weft door is very elegant, and richly ornamented. The choir very beautiful, and 
has a fine and light gallery running round it; and at the eaft end are two rows df nar¬ 
row windows in an excellent Gothic tafte. The chapter-houfe is an oftagon, the roof 
fupported by a fine fmgle column, with neat carvings of coats of arms round the capi¬ 
tal. There is ftill a great tower on each fide of this cathedral; but that in the centre, 
with the fpire and whole roof, are fallen in, and form moft awful fragments, mixed with 
the battered monuments of knights and prelates, Boethius fays that Duncan, who 
was killed by Macbeth at Invernefs, lies buried here* Numbers of modern tomb-ftones 
alfo crowd the place > a proof how difficult it is Eg eradicate the opinion of local fanftity, 
even in a religion that affects to defpife it* 

The cathedral was founded by Andrew de Moray! in 1224, on apiece of land 
granted by Alexander the II.: and his remains were depofited in the choir under a 
tomb of blue marble in 1244. The great tower was built principally by Johnlnnes, 
bifliop of this fee, as appears by the infeription cut on one s of the great pillars : Hie 
jacet in Xto Pater et Dominus, Dominus Johannesde Innes Iiujus eedefias epifeopus— 
qui hoc notabile opus incepit et per fepiennium edificavit |* 

This town had two convents; one of Dominicans, founded in 1233 or 1244, by 
Alexander II, ; another of Gbfervantines, in 1479, by John Innes. 

About a mile from hence is the cafUe of Spinie ; a large fquare tower, and a vaffc 
quantity of oLher ruined buildings, ftill remain, which ffiews its ancient magnificence 
whilftthe refidence of the bilhops of Murray: the-lake of Spinie almofi: waffles the 
walls; is about five miles long, and a half mile broad, fituated in a fiat country. 
During winter, great numbers of wild fwans migrate hither ; and I have been told that 
lbme have bred here. Boethius § fays they refort here for the fake of a certain herb 
called after their name. 

Not far front Elgin is a ruined chapel and preceptoryj called Maifon Dieu. Near it 
is a large gravelly difF, from whence is a beautiful view of the town, cathedra!, around 
hill with the remains of a caftle, and beneath is the gentle ftreani of the Laflie, the 
Loxia of Ptolemy. 

* Celt ice Belle ville - In the Appendix is a full and accurate account not only of Elgin, but of fcveral 
parts of the county of Murray, by the venerable Mr, Shaw, Mini (ter of Elgin, aged ninety, and eminent 
for his knowledge of the antiquities of his country. 

4 Keiths Bilhops of Scotland. Hi, J MS. Hlft. of the Innes family. 

£ Scotorum Regni Defcr. ix. 


Three 


pennant’s TOUR IN SCOTLAND. 7$ 

Three miles fouth is the Priory of Plufcairdin, in a mod fequeftered place j a beauti¬ 
ful ruin, the arches elegant, the pillars well turned, and the capitals rich*. 

Crofs the Loflie, ride along the edge of a vale, which has a ftrange mixture of good 
corn, and black turbaries: on the road-fide is a mill-done quarry. 

Arrive in the rich plain of Murray, fertile in corn. The upper parts of the country 
produce great numbers of cattle. The view of the Firth of Murray, with a full prof- 
pect of the high mountains of Rofsfliire and Sutherland, and the magnificent entrance 
intc the bay of Cromartie between two lofty hills, form a fine piece of fcenery. 

Turn about half a mile out of the road to the north, to fee Kinlofs an abbey of 
Cidercians, founded by David I. in 1150. Near this place was murdered by thieves 
Duffus, King of Scotland : on the difcovery of his concealed body it was removed to 
Jona, and interred there with the refped due to his merit. The Prior’s chamber, two 
femicircular arches, the pillars, the couples of feveral of the roofs afford fpecitnens of- 
the mod beautiful Gothic archite&ure, in all the elegance of fimplicity, without any of 
its fantadic ornaments. Near the abbey is- an orchard of apple and pear trees, at lead 
coeval with the lad Monks; numbers lie prod rate; their venerable branches feem to 
have taken frefli roots, and were leaden with fruit, beyond what could be expected 
from their antique look. 

Near Forres, on the roadfide,is a vad column, three feet ten inches broad, and one 
foot three inches thick : the height above ground is twenty-three feet; below, as it is 
faid twelve or fifteen. On one fide are numbers of rude figures of animals, and armed 
men, with colours flying : fome of the men feemed bound like captives. On the op- 
pofite fide was a crofs, included in a circle, and railed a little above the furface of the 
done. At the foot of the crofs are two gigantic figures, and on one of the fides is fome 
elegant fret-work. 

This is called King Sueno’s done; and feems to be as Mr. Gordon f conjectures, 
erected by the Scots, in memory of the final retreat of the Danes ; it is evidently not 
Danifti, as l'ome have afferted; the crofs difproves the opinion, for that nation had not 
then received the light of chridianity. 

On a moor not far from Forres, Boethius, and Shakefpear from him, places the ren* 
countre of Macbeth and the three wayward fiders or witches. It was my fortune to 
meet with but one, which was fomewhere not remote from the ruins of Kyn-Eden: 
die was of a fpecies far more dangerous than thefe, but neither withered, nor wild in 
her attire, but fo fair. 

She look’d not like an inhabitant o’ th* earth ! 


Boethius tells his dory admirably well: but entirely confines it to the predi&ions of 
the three fatal fiders, which Shakefpear has fo finely copied in theIVth feene of the id 
a£t. The poet, in conformity to the belief of the times, calls them witches; in fad 
they were the Fates, the Valkyrite \ of the northern nations, Gunna, Rota, and Skuldaj 
the handmaids of Odin, the arctic Mars, and ftyled the chufers of the flain, it being 
their office in battle to mark thofc devoted to death. 


* As I was informed, for I did not fee tins celebrated abbey. -j- Itin. Septentr. 1 58. 

t From Walur, fignifying the flaughter in battle, and Kytia to obtain by choice : for their office, be¬ 
tides Stirling out thefe that were to die in battle, was to conduit them to Valhalla, the paradiftoi the 
brave, the hall of Odin. Their numbers are different, fome make than three, others twelve, tubers four¬ 
teen ; ate deferibed as being very beautiful, covered with the feathers of the fwans, and milled with fpear 
and helmet. Vide Bartholwus de cauf. contempt, mortis. yy 5l 554, & not* vet. Stephana in Sax. 
Gramm. 88. & Torfseue. p. 36. 
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We the reins to Ha ugh ter give, 

Ours to kill, and ours to (pare ; 

Spite of danger he fliall live, 

(Weave thecrirofon web of war) 

Boethius, fenfible of part of their bufinefs, calls them Farcae: and Shakefpear intro* 
duces them juft going upon their employ. 

When {hall we three meet again 
In thunder, lightning, or in rain ? 

When the hurly burly's done, 

When the battle's loll or won. 

But all the fine incantations that fucceed, are borrowed from the fanciful Diableries of 
old times, but fublimed, and purged from all that is ridiculous by the creative genius of 
the inimitable poet, of whom Dryden fo juftly fpeaks: 

But Shakefpear's magic cauM not copied be, 

Within that circle none durft walk but he. 

We laugh at the magic of others; but Shakefpear’s makes us tremble. The windy 
caps f of King Eric, and the vendible knots of wind of the Finland J magicians ap¬ 
pear infinitely ridiculous } but when our poet dreffes up the fame idea, how horrible is 
the ftorm he creates! 

Though you untie the winds, and let them fight 
Agauift the churches ; though the yefty waves 
Confound and fwallow’ navigation up ; 

Though bladed com be lodged and trees blown down | 

Though cattles topple on their wardens heads ; 

Though palaces and pyramids do Hope 

Their heads to their foundations; though the treafure 

Of nature's gernnns tumble all together, 

Even till definition fieken, anfwer me 
To what I alk. 

Lay at Forres, a very neat town, feated under fome little hills, which are prettily di¬ 
vided. In the great ftreet is a town-houfe with a handfome cupola, and at the end is 
an arched gateway, which has a good effect. On a hill weft of the town are the poor 
remains of the caftle, from whence is a fine view of a rich country, interfperfed with 
groves, the bay of Findorn, a fine bafon, almoft round, with a narrow ftrait into it from 
the fea, and a melancholy profpeft of the eftate of Cowbin, in the parifh of Dyke, now 
nearly overwhelmed with fand. This ft range inundation is ftill in motion, butmoftly 
in the time of a weft wind. It moves along the furface with an even progreffion, but 
is flopped by water, after which it forms little hills: its motion is fo quick, that a gen¬ 
tleman allured me he had feen an apple-tree fo covered with it, in one feafon. as to leave 
only a few of the green leaves of the upper branches appearing above the furface. An 
eftate of about 300!. per annum has been thus overwhelmed ; and it is not long fince 
the chimnies of the principal houfes were to be feen : it began about eighty years ago, 
occafioned by the cutting down the trees, and pulling up the bent, or ftarwort, which 

* Gray. 

t King Eric was a great magician, who by turning his cap, caufed the wind to blow according to his 
Jlirnd. 

t Sokbant aliquando Finn!, negotiatoribus in eorum littoribus contrana ventorum tempeftate impeditk, 
ventum venalem exhibere* merce deque oblata, ires nodes magic os non caflioticos lory conftritos eifdem 
reddere, eofm a to mod era mine et ubi pritnum diflblverint, ventos hsberent placidos; ubi alterum velic- 
mentiores; at ubi tertium laxaverint ita feivaa tempdtates fc pafluroe, See. Olaus Magnus decent 
Sept, 97. 
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gave occafion at laft to the aft 15th G. II. to prevent its farther ravages, by prohibiting 
the deftru&ion of that plant. 

A little N. E. of the bay of Findorn is a piece of land proje&ing into the fea, called 
Brugh or Burgh. It appears to have been the landing-place of the Danes in their di> 
ftru&ive detents on the rich plains of Murray: it is fortified with foffes; and was well 
adapted to fecure either their landing or their retreat. 

Aug. 15. Crofs the Findorn; land near a friable rock of whltifh ftone, much tinged 
with green, an indication of copper. The ftone is burnt for lime. From an adjacent emi¬ 
nence is a piciurefque view of Forres. About three miles farther is Tama way caftle, the 
ancient feat of the Earls of Murray. The hall, called Randolph’s-hall, from its founder 
Earl Randolph, one of the great lupporters of Robert Bruce, is timbered at top like 
Weftminfter-hall: its dimenfions are 79 feet by 35, 10 inches, and feems a fit refort 
for barons and their vafials. In the rooms are feme good heads: one of a youth, with 
a ribband of fome order hanging from his neck. Sir William Balfour, with a black 
body to his veft, and brown fleeves, a gallant commander on the parliament’s fide in 
the civil wars, celebrated for his retreat with the body of horfe from Leftwithiel in 
face of the king’s army; but juftly branded with ingratitude to his mafter, who by his 
favour to Sir William in the beginning of his reign, added to the popular difcontents 
then arifing. The Fair, or Bonny Earl of Murray, as he is commonly called, who 
was murdered, as fuppofed, on account of a jealoufy James VI. entertained of a pafiion 
the queen had for him; at leaft fuch was the popular opinion, as appears from the old 
ballad on the occafion: 


He was a braw gallantj 


And he played at the gluve * i 


And the bonny Earl of Murray* 
Oh ! he was the queen’s love, 


There are befides, the heads of his lady and daughter, all 011 wood, except that of the 
Earl. To the fouth fide of the caftle are large birch woods, abounding with ftags and 
roes. 

Continued my journey weft of Auldearne: am now arrived again in the country 
where theErfe fervice is performed. Juft beneath the church is the place where Mon- 
trofe obtained a fignal victory over the Covenanters, many of whofe bodies lie in the 
church, with an infcriplion, importing, according to the cant of the time, that they 
died fighting for their religion and their king. I was told this anecdote of that hero : 
that he always carried with him a Cselar’s Commentaries, on whofe margins were 
written, in Montrofe’s own hand, the generous fentiments of his heart, verfes out of 
the Italian poets, expreffing his contempt for every thing but glory. 

Having a diftant view of Naim, a finall town near the fea, on a river of the fame 
name, the fuppofed tuaefis of Ptolemy. Ride through a rich com country, mixed with 
deep and black Turberies, which fhew the original ftate of the land, before the recent 
intro duff ion of the improved method of agriculture. Reach Calder caftle, or Cawdor, 
as Shakefpear calls it, long the property of its thanes. The ancient part is a great 


# For glaive, an old word for a fword* 


* E Then forth he drew his trufty glaive a 
Quhyle thoufands all around. 


Drawn frae their {heaths glanft in the fun* 
And loud the bougills found/* 
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fquarc tower; but there is a large and more modern building annexed, with a draw¬ 
bridge. v 

The thanedom was transferred into the houfe of the Campbells by the theft of the 
heirefs of Calder, when flie was an infant, by the fecond Earl of Argyle. The Calders 
raifed their clan, and endeavoured to bring back the child, but were defeated with great 
lofs. ’Jlie Earl carried off his prize, and married her to Sir Johr^Campbell, his fecond 
fon, fometime before the year 1510. 

Ail the houfes in thefe parts are caftles, or at Ieaft deferable; for till the year 1745, 
the Highlanders made their inroads, and drove away the cattle of their defencelefs 
neighbours. There are laid to exift fume very old marriage articles of the daughter of 
a chieftain, in which the daughter promifes for her portion two hundred Scots marks, 
and the half of a Michaelmas moon, i. e. half the plunder, when the nights grew dark 
enough to make their excurfions. There is likewife in being a letter from Sir Ewin 
Cameron to a chief in the neighbourhood of the county of Murray, wherein he regrets 
the mifchief that had happened between their people (many having been killed on both 
fides), as his clan had no intention of falling on the Grants when it left Lochaber, but 
only to make an incurfion into Murray-land, where every mail was free to take his prey. 
This ftrange notion feems to have arifen from the county having been for fo many ages 
a Pittifli country, and after that under the dominion of the Danes, and during both 
periods in a date of perpetual warfare with the Scots and weftern Highlanders, who 
(long after the. change of circumftances) feein quite to have forgot that it was any crime 
to rob their neighbours of Murray. 

Rode into the woods of Calder, in which were very fine birch trees and alders, fome 
oak, great broom, and juniper, which gave flicker to the roes. Deep rocky glens, 
darkened with trees, bound each fide of the wood : one has a great torrpnt roaring at 
its diftant bottom, called the brook of Achneem : it well merits the name of Acheron, 
being a molt fit fcene for witches to celebrate their nofturnal rites in. 

Obferved 011 a pillar of the door of Calder church a joug, i. e, an iron yoke, or ring, 
fattened to a chain, which was in former times put round the necks of delinquents 
againft the rules of the church, who were left there expofed to fliame during the time 
of divine fervice, and was alfo ufed as a punifliment for defamation, fmall thefts, &c.; 
but thefe penalties are now happily abolifhed. The clergy of Scotland, the moft decent 
and confident in their conduft of any fet of men I ever met with of their order, are at 
prefent much changed from the furious, illiterate, and enthufiaftic teachers of the old 
times, and have taken up the. mild method of perfuafion, inftead of the cruel difcipline 
or corpoial punifhments. Science almott uuiverfalty flourifhes among them j and their 
difcourfe is not lefs improving than the table they entertain the ftranger at is decent 
and hofpitable. Few, very few of them permit the bevvitchery of diflipation to lay hold 
of them, notwithttanding they allow all the innocent pleafures of others, which, though 
not criminal in the layman, they know mutt bring the taint of levity on the churchman. 
They never fink their characters by midnight brawls, by mixing with the gaming world, 
either m cards, cocking, or horfe-races, but preferve with a narrow income a dignity 
too often loft among their brethren fouth of the Tweed *. 

The 

* The APOLOGY. 

Friend. “ You, you in fiery purgat’ry mult flay, 

“ t ill gall and ink and dirt of fcribling day 
“ In purifying flames are purg’d away. 


Traveher. 
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The Scotch livings are from 40I. per annum to 150b per annum ; a decent houfe is 
built for the mmifter on the glebe, and about fix acres of land annexed. The church 
allows no curate, except in cafe officknefs or age, when one, under the title of helper, 
is appointed ; or, where the livings are very extenfive, a miffionary or affiftant is al¬ 
lotted; but fine-cures, or fine-cured preferments, never difgrace the church of our 
fifter kingdom. The widows and children are of late provided for out of a fund efta- 
blifhed by two a&s, 17th and 22d Geo. II. * This fund, amounting now to 66,oool. 
was formed by the contributions of the clergy, whofe widows receive annuities from 
10I. to 25I. according to what their hufbands had advanced. 

Crofs the Nairn ; the ftream inconfiderable, except in floods. On the weft is KiU 
ravoch Caftle, and that of Dalcrofs. Keep due north, along the military road from 
Perth; pafs along a narrow piece of land, projefiing far into the Firth, called Arderfier, 
forming a ftrait fcarce a mile over, between this county and that of Cromartiet. At 
the end of this point is Fort George, a fmall but ftrong and regular fortrefs, built fince 
1745, as a place d’armes : it is kept in excellent order, but, by reafon of the happy 
change of the times, feemed almoft deferted : the officers’ apartments and barracks are 
very handfome, and form feveral regular and good ftreets. According to a (ketch I 


Traveller _“ O truft me, dear D-, I ne’er would offend 

** One pious divine, one virtuous friend, 

4t Frr^m nature alone are my characters drawn, 

** From little Bub Jerom to bifhops in lawn 
O truft me* dear friend, I never did think on 
The holies who dwell near tV overlooker of Lincoln, 

Not a prelate or prieft did e'er haunt my ftumber. 

Who inftruftively teach betwixt Tweeda and Humber j 
Nor m fouth, eaft, or weft do I ftigoutife any, 

Who (lick to their texts, and thofe are the many, 

But when crofting and joftling come queer men of God, 

In rufty brown coats and wai ft coats of plaid ; 

With greafy cropt hair, and hats cut to the quick. 

Tight white leathern breeches, and fmart little itick ; 

Clear of all that is facred from bowfprit to poop, fir; 

Who prophane like a pagan, and fwear like a trooper; 

Who mine in the cock’pit, on turf, and in liable. 

And are the prime bucks and arch wags of each table ; 

Who if they e*er deign to thump drum ecclefiaftic, 

. Spout new-fangled do ft line enough to make man fick; 

And lay down as gofpel, but not from their bibles. 

That good-uatur'd vices are nothing hut foibles ; 

And vice are refining till vice is no more. 

From taking a bottle to taking a- 

Then if in thefe days fuch apoftates appear, 

(For fuch lam told appear there and here) 

O pardon, dear friend* a well-meaning zeal, 

Too unguardedly telling thefcandat 1 feel; 

It touches not you, let the galled jades winch, 

Sound in morals anddoftrinc you never will flinch, 

O friend of pa ft youth, let me think of the fab!e 
Oft told with chafte mirth at your innocent table. 

When inftruftiveiy kind, wifdom's rules you run o'er, 

Keluftant l leave you, infuriate for more ; 

So, blcft be the day, that my joys will reftore.” 

* An account of the government of the church of Scotland was communicated to me by the Reverend 
Mr. Brodie, the late worthy miniftcr of Calder. Vide Appendix* 
f B etweeu whsch plies a ferry-boat * 
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obtained to refrefh my memory, it appears to be of an o&agonal form; to have an 
ample eiplanade ; cafeinates on each fide bomb-proof, the parade in the centre, and a 
chapel in the rear. 

Lay at Campbeltown, a place confiding of numbers of very mean houfes, owing its 
rife and fupport to the neighbouring fort. 

Aug. 16. Palfed over Colloden-moor, the place that North Britain owes its prefent 
profperity to, by the victory of April 16, 1746. On the fide of the moor, are the great 
plantations of Culloden-houfe, the feat of the late Duncan Forbes, a Warm and aftive 
friend to the Houfe of Hanover, who fpent great fums in its fervice, and by his influ¬ 
ence, and by his perfuafions, diverted numbers from joining in rebellion; at length 
he met with a cool return, for his attempt to lheath after victory, the unfatiared fword. 
But let a veil be flung over a few exceffes confequential of a day, productive of fo 
much benefit to the united kingdoms. 

The young adventurer lodged here the evening preceding the battle; did:rafted with 
the averfion of the common men to difcipline, and the dilfentions among his officers, 
even when they were at the brink of deftruftion, he feemed incapable of aCting, could 
be fcarcely perfuaded to mount his horfe, never came into the action, as might have 
been cxpefted from a prince who had his laft flake to play, but fled inglorioufly to the 
old traitor Lovat *, who, I was told, did execrate him to the perfon who informed him 
that he was approaching as a fugitive : forefeeing his own ruin as the confequence t- 

The Duke of Cumberland, when he found that the barges of the fleet attended near 
the Ihore for the fafety of his perfon, in cafe of a defeat, immediately ordered them 
away, to convince his men of the refolution he had taken of either conquering or pe- 
rilhing with them. 

The battle was fought contrary to the advice of forae of the moft fenfible men in the 
rebel army, who advil'ed the retiring into the faftneffes beyond the Nefs, the breaking 
down the bridge of Invemefs, and defending themfelves amidft the mountains. They 
politically urged that England was engaged in bloody wars foreign and domeftic, that 
it could at that time ill fpare its troops ; and that the Government might, from that 
confideration, be induced to grant to the infurgents their lives and fortunes, on con¬ 
dition they laid down their arms. They were fenfible that their caufe was defperate, 
and that their ally was faithlefs; yet knew it might be long before they could be en¬ 
tirely fubdued; therefore drew hopes from the fad neceflity of our affairs at that fea- 
fon: but this rational plan was fuperfeded by the favourite faction of the army, to 
whole guidance the unfortunate Adventurer had refigned himfelf. 

After defcending from the moor, got into a well cultivated country; and, after 
riding fome time under low but pleafant hills, not far from the fea, reach 

Invernefs, finely feated on a plain, between the Firth of Murray, and the river Nefs: 
the firff, from the narrow ftrait of Arderfier, inftantly widens into a fine bay, and 

* His Lordflnp was at that time expecting the event of the battle, when a perfon came in and informed 
him, that he faw the Prince riding full fpeed, and alone. 

f Regard to impartiality obliges me to give the following account very recently communicated to me, 
relating to the ftation of the chief on this important day ; and that by an eye-wit nefs : 

The Scotch army was drawn np in a bugle line ; behind, at about 500 pacts dillance, was a corps de re- 
ferve, with which was the Adventurer, a place of feeming fecurity, from whence he iflued his orders. His 
ulnal drels was that of the Highlands, but this day he appeared in a brown coat, with a loofe great coat 
over it, and an 01 dinary hat. Inch as countrymen wear, on his head. Remote as this place was from the 
fpot where the trifling action was, a fervant of his was killed by an accidental fliot. It is well known how 
Soot l the conflict was : and the moment he faw hi 9 right wing give way, he fled with the tit molt precipitation, 
and without a finglc attendant, till he wa* joined by a few other fugitives, 


again 
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again as fuddenly contrafts oppofite Inveroefs, at the ferry of KefTock, the pafs into 
Rofsihire. The town is large and well builr, very populous, and contains about 
eleven thoufand inhabitants. This being the laft of any note in North Britain, is 
the winter refidence of many of the neighbouring gentry: and the prefent emporium, 
as it was the antient, of the north of Scotland. Ships of five or fix hundred tons can 
ride at the lowed ebb within a mile of the town; and at high tides, veflels of two 
hundred tons can come up to the quay. The prefent imports are chiefly groceries, 
haberdaflieries, hardware, and other neceffaries from London: and of late from fix to 
eight hundred hoglheads of porter are annually brought in. The exports are chiefly 
falmon, tbofe of the Nefs being edeemed of more exquifite flavour than any other. Her¬ 
rings, of an inferior kind, taken in the Firth from Auguft to March. The manufactured 
exports are confiderable in cordage and lacking. Of late years, the linen manufacture 
of the place faves it above three thoufand pounds a year, which ufed to go into Holland 
for that article. The commerce of this place was at its height a century or two ago, 
when it engrofled the exports of corn, falmon, and herrings, and had befides a great 
trade in cured codfiJb, now lod ; and in thofe times very large fortunes were made 
here. 

The opulence of this town has often made it the objeCl of plunder to the Lords of 
the Ifles and their dependents. It differed in particular in 1222, from one Gillifpie ; 
in 1429, from Alexander Lord of the Ifles; and even fo late did the antient manners 
prevail, that a head of a weftern clan, in the latter end of the laft century, threatened 
the place with fire and fword, if they did not pay a large contribution, and prefent 
him with a fcarlet fuit laced ; all which was complied with. 

On the north ftood Oliver’s Fort, a pentagon, whofe form remains to be traced only 
by the ditches and banks. He formed it with ftonss purloined from the neighbouring 
religious houfes. At prefent there is a very confiderable rope-walk near it. 

On an eminence, fouth of the town, is old Fort St. George, which was taken and 
blown up by the rebels in 1746. It had been the antient caftle converted by General 
Wade into barracks. According to Boethius, Duncan was murdered here by Mac¬ 
beth : but according to Fordun, near Elgin *. This caftle ufed to be the refidence of 
the Court, whenever the Scottifh Princes were called to quell the infurre&ions of the 
turbulent clans. Old people ftill remember magnificent apartments embeilifhed with 
ftucco bufts and paintings. The view from hence is charming of the Firth, the paffage 
of Keffock, the river Nefs, the ftrange fhaped hill of Tomtnan heurich, and various 
groupes of diftant mountains. 

The Tomman is of an oblong form, broad at the bafe, and Hoping on all fides to. 
wards the top; fo that it looks like a fliip with its keel upwards. Its fides, and part of 
the neighbouring plains, are planted, fo it is both an agreeable walk and a fine obje£t» 
It is perfectly detached from any other hill; and if it was not for its great fize, might 
pafs t for a work of art. The view from it is fuch, that no traveller will think his 
labour loft, after gaining the fummit. 

At Invernefs, and I believe at other towns in Scotland, is an officer, called Dean of 
the Guild, who, alfifted by a council, fuperintends the markets, regulates the J price 

* Annals of Scotland* i- 

f lu length at top about 300 yards; I ncgle&ed meafuring the bafe or the height, which arc both con* 
fiderable ; the breadth of the top only 20 yards* 

J Beef, {ii ounces to the pound) 2d to 4-d. Mutton, 2d, tojd. Veal, 3d. to $tL Pork, 2d. to 3d* 
Chickens, 3d, to 4d* a couple- ■ Fowl, 4th to 6d, a piece* Goofe, ad* to i4d* Ducks, is* a couple. 
Eggs, feven a penny, Salmon, of which there arc fcveral great filheries, t d* and id. halfpenny per pound* 
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of provifions; and if any houfe falls down, and the owner lets it lie in ruins for 
three years, the Dean can abfolutely difpofe of the ground to the heft bidder. 

In this town was a houfe of Dominicans, founded in 1233 by Alexander II.; and in 
Dalrymple’s Collection there is mention of a nunnery. 

_ In the Church-ftreet is a hofpital with a capital of 3000I. the intereft of which is 
diftributed among the indigent inhabitants of the town. In this houfe is a library of 
1400 volumes of both antient and modern books. The founder was Mr. Robert 
Bail lie, a minifter in this town ; but the principal benefactor was Dr. James Fraler, 
fecretary to the Chelfea Hofpital. 

Crofs the Nefs on a bridge of feven arches, above which the tide flows for about a 
mile. A final! toll is collected here, which brings to the town about 60L a year. 

Proceed north ; have a fine view of the Firth, which now widens again from Keflock 
into a large bay fome miles in length. The hills flope down to the water-fide, and are 
finely cultivated; but the diftant profpeft is of rugged mountains of a ftupendous 
height, as if created as guards to the reft of the iilanii from the fury of the boifterous 
north. 

Ride clofe to the water-edge through woods of alder; pafs near feveral houfes of the 
the Frafers, and reach 

Cattle Dunie, the fite of the houfe of their chieftain Lord Lovat. The barony 
from which he took his title came into the family by the marriage of Sir Simon Frafer, 
a little before the year 1300, with the heirefs of Lord Bifiet, a nobleman of great pof- 
l'effion in thefe parts. 

The old houfe, which was very mean, was burnt down in 17465 but a neat box, 
the refidence of the hofpitable factor, is built in its Read on a high bank well wooded, 
over the pretty river Bewley, or Beaulieu. The country for a certain circuit, is fer¬ 
tile, well cultivated and finding. The bulk of Lord Lovat’s eflate was in thefe parts ; 
the reft, to the amount of 500I. per annum, in Stratherick. He was a potent chief¬ 
tain, and could raife about 1000 men: but I found his neighbours fpoke as unfavour¬ 
ably of him, as his enemies did in the 1110ft diftant parts of the kingdom. Legiflature 
has given the moft honourable teftimony to the merit of the fon, by reftoring, in 
i 774, the forfeited fortunes of the father. No patent for nobility conveyed greater 
glory to any one, than the preamble of the act has done to this gentleman. His fa¬ 
ther’s property had been one of the annexed eftates, i. e. fettled unalienably on the 
Crown, as all the forfeited fortunes in the Highlands are: the whole value of which 
brought in at that time about 6000I. per annum, and thole jn the Lowlands about the 
fame fum ; fo that the power and intereft of a poor twelve thou land per annum, terri¬ 
fied and nearly fubverted the conftitution of thefe powerful kingdoms. 

The profits of thefe eftates are lodged in the hands of tmftees, who apply their re¬ 
venue for the founding of fchoolsfor the inft ruCtion of children in fpinning; wheels are 
given away to poor families, and flax-feed to farmers. Some money is given in aid of 
the roads, and towards building bridges over the torrents ; by which means a ready 
intercourfe is made to parts before inacceflible to ftrangers*. And in 17^3, a large 
fum was l’pent on an Utopian project of eftablifliing colonies (on the forfeited eftates) of 
difbanded foldiers and failors: comfortable houfes were built for them, land and 
money given, and fome lent; but the fuccefs by no means anfwered* the intentions of 
the projectors 

Aug. 17. Ford the Bewley, where a falmon fifhery, belonging to the Lovat eftate, 
rents at 120I. per annum. The Erfe name of this river is Faror, and the vale it runs 

* The fa&ors, or agents of thefe eUates, are alfo allowed all the money they expend in planting. 
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through, Glen-ftrath-farar. It is probable that this was its antient name, and that the 
Varar ./Eftuarium of Ptolemy was derived from it, the 1 ’ being changed into V. 1 he 
country on this fide the river is called Leirnatnonach *, or the monk’s land, having for¬ 
merly been the property of the priory of Bevvley ; and the oppofite fide bears the name 
of Airds, or the heights. Pal's by fome excellent farms, well inclofed, improved, and 
planted: the land produces wheat and other corn. Much cattle are bred in thefe 
parts, and there are feveral linen manufactures. 

Ford the Conan to Caftle Braan, the feat of the Earl of Seaforth ; a good houfe, 
pleafantly fituated on the fide of a hill; commands a view of a large plain, and to the 
weft, a wild profpeft of broken and lofty mountains. 

There is here a fine full length of Mary Stuart, with this infcription : Maria D. G. 
Scstia piiffima Regina. Ffandse Dot aria. Anno A tails Rcgni 38. 1580* Her drefs 
is black, with a ruff, cap, handkerchief, and a white veil down to the ground, beads, 
and prayer-book, and a crofs hanging from her neck; her hair dark brown, her face 
handfome, and, confidering the difference of years, fo much refembling her portrait by 
Zucchero, in Chifwick-houfe, as to leave little doubt as to the originality of the laft. 

A finall half-length on wood of Henry Darnly, infcribed Henricus Stmrdus Dominm 
Dandy , At. IX. M. D. LV. drefied in black, with a fword. It is the figure of a 
pretty boy, 

A fine portrait of Cardinal Richlieu. General Monk, in a buff coat. Head of Sir 
George Mackenzie. The Earl of Seaforth, called from his fize, Kenneth More. 
Frances Countefs of Seaforth, daughter of William Marquis of Powis, in her robes, 
with a tawny moor offering her a coronet. Roger Palmer Earl of Caftlemaine, dil- 
tinguifhed by his lady, Barbara Duchefs of Cleveland ; and by his fimple embaffy to a 
difcerning Pope from that bigotted Prince James II. 

Near the houfe are fome very fine oaks, and horfe-chefnuts ; in the garden, Turkey 
apricots, orange nectarines, and a finall foft peach, ripe; other peaches, nectarines, and 
green gages, far from ripe. 

Pafs through Dingwall, a finall town, the capital of Rofsfliire, fituated near the head 
of the Firth of Cromarde: the Highlanders call it Inner-Feorain, Feoran being the 
name of the river that runs pear it into the Firth. An antient crofs, and an obeliik 
over the burying-pkce of the Earls of Cromartie’s family, were all I faw remarkable iti 
it. In the year 1400, Dingwall had its caftle, fubjett to Donald, Lord of the Ifles, and 
Earl of Rofs. After that Regulus was weakened by the battle of Harlaw, his territories 
were invaded ; and this caftle reduced to the power of the crown of Scotland, by the 
Duke of Albany. 

Ride along a very good road cut on the fide of a hill, with the country very well 
cultivated above and below, with feveral finall woods interfperfed near the water’s edge. 
There is a fine view of almoft the whole bay, the mod capacious ami fecure of any in 
Great Britain; its whole navy might lay there with eafe, and fiiips of 200 tons may 
fail up above two thirds of its length, which exends near thirty Englifh miles from the 
Sutters f of Cromarde to a finall diftance beyond Dingwall: the entrance is narrow j 
the projecting hills defend this fine bay from all winds, fo it jufty merits the name 
given it of Partus falutis. 

Foules, the feat of Sir Henry Monro, lies about a mile from the Firth, near vafl 
plantations on the flats, as well as on the hills. Thofe on the hills are fix miles in 

* I.etr, or Lether, land that lies on the fide of a river or branch of the fea, and Monach, a monk. 

f Sutters, or shooters, two hills that form its entrance, projecting coniiderably into the water. 
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length, and in a very flouriflring ftate. On the back of thefe are extenfive vallies full 
of oats bounded by mountains, which here, as well as in the Highlands in general, run 
from eaft to weft. Sir Henry holds a foreft from the crown by a very whimfical tenure* 
that of delivering a fnow-ball on any day of the year that it is demanded; and he feems 
to be in no danger of forfeiting his right by failure of the quit-rent: for fnow lies in 
form of a gladere in the chafms of Benwewiih, a neighbouring mountain, throughout 
the year. 

Aug. 18, Continue my journey along the low country, which is rich and well 
cultivated. 

Fafs near Invergordon *, a handfome houfe, amid ft fine plantations. Near it is thenar- 
roweft part of the Firth, and a ferry into the Ihire of Cromaltie, now a country almoft 
deftitute of trees; yet, in the time of James V. was covered with timber, and overrun 
with wolves ft. 

Near the fummit of the hill, between the Firths of Cromaltie and Dornoch, is Bal- 
linagouan, the feat of a gentleman, who has mo ft fuccefsfully converted his fword into a 
ploughfhare; who, after a feries of difmterefted fervices to his country, by clearing 
the leas of privateers, the mod unprofitable of captures, has applied himfelf to arts not 
lefs dcferving of its thanks. He is the beft farmer and the greateft planter in the 
country : his wheat and his turneps fhew the one, his plantations of a million of pines 
each year the other j. It was with great fatisfa&ion that I obferved characters of this 
kind very frequent in North Britain j for, during the interval of peace, every officer 
of any patrimony was fond of retiring to it, afl’umed the farmer without flinging off the 
the gentleman, enjoyed rural quiet ; yet ready to undergo the fatigues of war the 
moment his country claimed his fervices. 

About two miles below Ballinagouan is a melancholy inftance of a reverfe of con* 
duft: the ruins of New Tarbat, once the magnificent feat of an unhappy nobleman, 
who plunged into a moft ungrateful rebellion, deftructive to himfelf and family. The 
tenants, who feem to inhabit gratis, are forced to flielter themfelves from the weather 
in the very loweft apartments, while fwallows make their nefts in the bold ftucco of 
fome of the upper. 

While I was in this county, I heard a Angular but well-attefted relation of a woman 
difordered in her health, who faded for afupernatural fpace of time j. but the length of. 
the narrative obliges me to fling it into the Appendix. 

Ride along a tedious black moor to Tain, a ftnall town on the Firth of Dornoch,, 
diflinguilhed for nothing but its large fquare tower, decorated with five fmall fpires. 
Here was alfo a collegiate church, founded in 1481 by Thomas bilhop of Rofs. Cap¬ 
tain Richard Franks, an hone ft cavalier,, who during the ufurpation made an. angling, 
peregrination from the banks of the Trent to John a Groat’s houfe, calls Tain “ as 
exemplary as any place for juftice, that never ul'es gibbet or halter to hang a man, but 

* At Culrsen. three miles from this place, is found, two feet beneath the furfaee, a flratum of white 
foapy marie filled with (hells, and is much nfed as a manure. 

f Thefe animals have been long extinct in North Britain, notwithftandmg M. de BufFon afferts the con¬ 
trary. There are many aiuietit law? for their extirpation : that of James I. parlem. 7. is the moft remark¬ 
able : The fchiriffs and barons fuld hunt the wolf four or time times in the zear, betwixt St. Mark's day 
and LambeSj quhich is the time of their quhelpes, and all tenents fall rife with them under paine of ane 
wadder.” 

J Pine, or Scotch fir feed, aa it is called, fells from four to fix {billings per pound. Rents are payed here 
in kind* the landlord either contracts to fupply the forts with the produce of the laud, or fella it to the 
jnerchant, who cornea for it* The price of labour is 6d. per day to the men, 3d* to the women. 
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fecks all their malefa&ors, fo fwims them to their graves *. This method of punifli- 
ment was not peculiar to this, for in old times women convicted of capital offences were 
drowned in the river Geftling, near Sandwich f. The place appeared very gay at this 
time ; for all the gaudy finery of a little fair was difplayed in the fliew of hardware, 
printed linens, and ribbands. Kept along the fhore for about two miles through an 
open com country ; and croffing the great ferry, in breadth near two miles, through a 
rapid tide, and in a bad boat, land in the county of Sutherland, Cattu of the Highlanders, 
and in lefs than an hour reach its capital. 

Dornoch, a fmall town, half in ruins, once the refidence oF the bifhops of Caithnefs, 
and, like Durham, the feat of ecclefialtics : many of the houfes ftill are called after the 
titles of thofe that inhabited them: the bilhop lodged in the caftle: the dean’s houfe is 
at prefent the inn. The cathedral was in form of a crofs, built by Gilbert Moray, who 
died bilhop of Caithnefs in 1245: it is now a ruin, except part, which is the prefent 
church +. On the doors and window-lhutters were painted (as is common in many 
parts of North Britain) white tadpole-like figures on a black ground, defigned to ex- 
prefs the tears of the country for the lofs of any perfon of diflinfUon. ihefe were 
occafioned by the affecting end of that amiable pair, the young Earl and Countefs of 
Sutherland, who were lovely in their lives, and in their deaths they were not divided, 
for their happinefs was interrupted by a very fhort reparation: fane ubi idemct max'tmus 
et honejliflimus amor eft, aliquando praftat morte jungi , quam vita diftrabi §. 

Ride on a plain not far from the fea; pafs by a fmall crofs, called the Thane's* 
erected in memory of the battle of Embo in 1259, between William Earl of Sutherland 
and the Danes, who were overthrown, and their general llain, at this place; and not 
far from thence the fpot where an unhappy creature had been burnt, if I miftake not, 
in June 1727, for the imaginary crime of witchcraft ||. 

Crofs a very narrow inlet to a fmall bay at Portheg, or the little ferry, in a boat as 
dangerous as the laft ; for horfes can neither get in or out without great rifque, from 
the vaft height of the fides and their want of flips. Keep along the fhore, pafs by the 
fmall village of Golfpie, and reach 

Dunrobin caftle, the ancient feat of the earls of Sutherland, founded about the year 
1100 by Robert, or Robin, fecond Earl of Sutherland, fituatednear the fea, and as the 
word dun imports, on a round hill. The few paintings here are, an Earl of Murray, 

* Northern Memoirs, See* by Richard Franks, Philanthropus. London, 1694, 

-J- Harris 1 ® Kent, 27 

£ Sir Patrick Murray founded here in 1271 a convent of Mathurinetf. 

§ Where a mutual aod mod ardent and mo ft virtuom afte&lou reigns, it is fometimes preferable to be 
'United by death, than torn from each other by life. 

|] This is the laft inftance of thtfe frantic executions in the north of Scotland, as that in the fouth was at 
Faifley in 1697, where, among others, a woman, young and handfome, fuflfered, with a reply to her enquir¬ 
ing friend® worthy a Roman matron : being afleed why fhe did not make a better defence on her trial, 
znfwered, H My peifecutors have ddlroyed my honour, and my life is not now worth the pains of defend¬ 
ing/* The laft inftance of national credulity on this head was the ftory of the witches of Therfo, who tor* 
mentjog for a long time an honeft fellow under the ufual form of cats, at laft provoked him fa, that one night 
be put them to flight with Ida broad fword, and cut off the leg of one lefs nimble than the reft j on his tak¬ 
ing it up, to hts amazement he found it belonged to a female of his own fpecies, and next morning difco- 
vered the owner, an old hag, with only the companion le g to this. The horrors of the tale were confiderably 
abated in the place I heard it, by an unlucky enquiry made by one in company, viz. In what part would die 
old woman have fuffered, had the man cutoff the cat’s tail ? But thefe relations of almoll obfolete fuperdi¬ 
tions, muft never he thought a refte&fon on this country, as long as any memory remains of the tragical ml 
of the poor people at Bring, who, within a few miles of our capital, in J 751, fell a facrificc to the belief of 
the common people in witches; or of that ridiculous impofture in the capital itfelf, in 1.762, of the Cock- 
la/ie ghoft* which found credit with all ranks of people, 

m a ar< 


84 pennant’s TOUR IN SCOTLAND. 

an old man, on wood. His fon and two daughters, by Co. G. 1628. A fine full 
length of Charles I. Angus Williamfon, a hero of the clan Chattan, who refcued the 
Sutherlands- in the time of diflrefs. A very fingular picture of the Duke of Alva in 
council, with a cardinal by his fide, who puts a pair of bellows blown by the devil into 
his ear; the duke has a chain in one hand fixed to the necks of the kneeling Flemings, 
in the other he fliews them a paper of recantation for them to fign; behind whom are 
the reformed clergy. The cardinal is the noted Anthony Perrenot, cardinal de Gran¬ 
ville, fecretary to Margaret of Aultria, duchefs dowager of Savoy, governefs of the 
Netherlands, and who was held to be the author, advancer, and nourilher * of the 
troubles of thofe countries; and who, on his recall into Spain, was fuppofed to be the 
great promoter of the cruelties exercifed afterwards by the Duke of Alva, the fucceffor 
of his millrefs. 

The demefiie is kept in excellent order; and I faw here (lat. 58.) a very fine field of 
wheat, which would be ripe about the middle of next month. 

This was the moll northern wheat which had been Town this year in North Britain. 

Sutherland is a country abounding in cattle, and fends out annually 2500 head,, 
which fold about this time (lean) from si. 10s. to 3I. per head. Thefe are very fre¬ 
quently without horns, and both they and the horfes are very fmall. Stags abound in 
the hills, there being reckoned not lefs than 1600 on the Sutherland eftate, which, in 
f adt, is the greatefl part of the county. Befides thefe are roes, grous, black game, and 
ptarmigans in plenty, and during winter multitudes of water-fowl on the eoaft. 

Not far from D unrobin is a very entire piece of antiquity, of the kind known in. 
Scotland by the name of the Piclifh caftles, and called here Cairn Lia’, or a grey tower:, 
that I faw was about 130 yards in circumference, round, and raifed lb high above the- 
ground as to form a confiderable mount: on the top was an extendve but fliailow hol¬ 
low : within were three low concentric galleries, at fmall didances from each other,, 
covered with large (tones; and the fide-walls were about four or five feet thick, rudely 
made. There are generally three of thefe places near each other, fo that each may be 
feen from any one. Buildings of this kind are very frequent along this coafl, that of 
Caithnefs, and of Strathnavern. Others agreeing in external form are common in tne 
Hebrides, but dilfer in their internal conftruction. In the iflands they are attributed to 
the Danesf; here to the Pifts. Folfibly each nation might have the fame mode of 
building with fome variation, for I am told that fome are to be feen in places where the 
Danes never penetrated : they were probably the defencible habitations of the times. 

I muil withdraw my opinion of their having been the fuffitgia biemi, aui receptacula frur- 
gtbus , like thofe of the ancient Germans. Such are not uncommon in Scotland, but of 
a form very different from thefe. 

Kept along the fliore northward. About a mile from the caftle are fome final! cliffs 
of free-done; in one is Strath Leven Cove, an artificial cave, with feats, and feveral 
fhallow circular hollows cut within-fide, once the retreat of a devout hermit. At fome 
diflance, and near the fea, are fmall flrata of coal three feet thick, dipping to the eafl, 
and found at the depth of about 14 to 24 yards.. Sometimes it takes fire on the bank, 
which has given it fo ill a name, that people are very fearful of taking it aboard their 
fhips. I am furprifed that they wiil not run the rifle, confidering the miraculous qua¬ 
lity it poffelfes oi driving away rats wherever it is ufed. This is believed by the good. 

• Grimlone'9 Hid. Netherlands, 344. 345. 

f An enquiry is at this time making, by means of a correfpondencc in Copenhagen, whether any fuch 
edifices exift at prefent in the Danijh dominions, and what was their fuppofed ufe. The refult will be given 
hereafter, 
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people of Sutherland, who aflured me ferioufly of its virtues ; and they farther attri¬ 
buted the fame to the earth and very heath of their county. They add too, that not a 
rat will live with them* notwithftanding they fwarm in the adjacent Ihires of Rofs and 
Caithneis *. 

In Affynt, a part of this county, far weft of Dunrobin, are large ftrata of a beautiful 
white marble, equal, as I was told, to the Parian. I afterwards law fome of the fame 
kind found at Gleu-avon, in Badenoch. 

Crofs the water of Brora, which runs along a deep ehafm, over which is a hand fome 
bridge of a Angle arch. Near is a cave, where the falmon-fifhers lie during the feafon : 
the roof is pierced through to the furface, which ferves for a natural chimney. They 
take annually about ten or twelve lafts of fiflu In a bank not far from the bridge are 
found abundance of belemnitae. 

The country is very fandy, and the arable, or cultivated part, very narrow, confined 
on the eaft by the fea, on the weft by lofty black mountains, which approach nearer 
and nearer to the water, till at length they project into it at the great promontory, the 
Ord of Caithnefs, the boundary between that county and Sutherland ; after which the 
coaft is bold and rocky, except a finall bay or two. 

Ford the very dangerous water of Helmfdale, rapid and full of great Rones. Very large 
lampries are found here, filh detelled by the Highlanders. Beneath the ftones on the 
fea-fhore are abundance of fpotted and viviparous hlennies, father-lafhers, and whiflle¬ 
ft fh, Mackarel appear here in this month, but without their roes. I thought them far 
inferior ingoodnefs to thole of our country. Much falmon taken here. 

The grey water wagtail quits this country in winter; with us it rcfides. 

Dined at the little village of Helmfdale; near which are the ruins of a fquare tower 
built by Margaret Countefs of Sutherland* in the fifteenth century. 

Pafled through a rich vale full of good barley and oats* between the hill of Helmfdale 
and the Ord, Afcend that vaft promontory on a good mad, winding up its fteep^Atfes, 
and impending in many parts over the fea> infinitely more high and horrible than our 
Penmaen Mawr. Beneath were numbers of feals floating on the waves, with fea-fowl 
Iwimming among them with great fecurity. Obferved projefting from one part of the 
Ord, far below, a fmall and verdant hill, on which, tradition fays, was fought a Angle 
combat between an Earl of Caithnefs and a fonof the Earl of Sutherland, while their 
two armies looked on from above 1 the fir ft was killed on the fpot, the laft died of his 
wounds. 

The Ord was the ancient divifion of Caithnefs, when Sutherland was reckoned part. 
The diftinflion at that time was Gatbemfia cis et ultra montem* Sutherland was ftylcdi 
then Catau, as being more mountainous : the modern Caithnefs Guaelav, as being, 
more plain 

* Seme years ago I bought of the monks, at the great Benedict in e convent at Augfburg, fome papers of 
St. Ulrlck’s earth, which I was a flared by Lutheran and Fapifr had the fame rat-expelling quality with that 
above-mentioned ; but whether for want of due faith* or neglect of attending to the forms of the printed 
preferiptions given with them, (here copied at full length) I know not, but the audacious animals haunt 
my houfe in fpite of it:— “ Veuerablles reliquiae de terra fepulchrali, five de refoJuta dcintiis came $. Udal- 
rid eonh k. epifeopi Auguftani; quae fi honorihee ad in fra r aliarumrcltquiamm habeantur, Sc ad dei laiidcm 
diviqut prafulis honorem, pium quoddam opus, v. g. oratio,Jejunium, deemoPynn, praefretur, rniruiu eft, 
quap&Eeant dlicacta, ad proferibendos praefertim c domibus, & vicinia glires* qui fubMere mini me valent 
ubicunque fimiles reliquiae cum hducia fuerint appenfsc vel aflervata:, Idqne ex fpeciali pnerogativa, qu& 
©mmpotens Deus inlignia tar.t* patroni meriuperpetuo miraculo fratuit condecorare. 5 ' 

f Sir D avid Dairy mplt’s Ann ala of Scotland, ijj. 
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Beneath this cape are immenfe caves, the refort of feals * * * § and fea-fowls: the fides 
and top are chiefly covered with heath and morafly earth, which give it a black and 
melancholy look. Ride over fome boggy and dreary moors. Pafs through Aufdale, a 
little highland village. Defcend into a deep bottom covered with alders, willows, birch, 
and ivicken-trees, to Langwall, the feat of Mr. Sutherland, who gave me a very hofpi- 
table reception. The country abounds with flags and roes, and all forts of feathered 
game, while the adjacent river brings falmon alinofl up to his door. 

I enquired here after the Lavellan f, which, from defcription, I fufpeft to be the water 
fhrew-moufe. The country people have a notion that it is noxious to cattle: they 
preferve the fkin, and, as a cure for their fick beafts, give them the water in which it 
has been dipt. I believe it to be the fame animal which in Sutherland is called the 
water-mole. 

Aug. 20. Proceed on my journey. Pafs nearBerridale, On a peninfula jutting into the 
feais the ruin of the caflle; between it and the land is a deep chafm, where there had 
been a draw-bridge. On this caflle are ftationed, in the falmon feafon, perfons who are 
to obferve the approach of the fifh to the frefli waters. 

Nfear Clathron is a druidical ftone fet an end, and of a moll ftupendous fize. 

Saw Dunbeth the feat of Mr, Sinclair, fituated on a narrow neck of land; on one 
fide impending over the fea, on the other, over a deep chafm, into which the tide 
flows: a fmall narrow garden, with billows beating on three fides, fills the reft of the 
land between the houfe and the water. Numbers of old caftles in this county have the 
fame tremendous fituation. On the weft fide of this houfe are a few rows of tolerable 
trees; the only trees that I faw from Berridale to the extremity of Caithnefs §. On 
the right inland are the fmall remains of Knackennan Caflle, built by an Earl of Caith¬ 
nefs. From thefe parts is a full view of the lofty naked mountain of Scaraban and 
Morven. The laft ptarmigans in Scotland are on the firft ; the laft roes about Lang¬ 
wall, there being neither high hills nor woods beyond. All the county on this fide, 
from Dnnbeth to the extremity, is flat, or at leaft very feldom interrupted with hills, 
and thofe low, but the coafts rocky, and compofed of ftupendous cliffs. 

Refrefhed our horfes at a little inn at the hamlet of Clythe, not for from the head¬ 
land, called Clythenefs. Reach Thrumfter, a feat of Mr. Sinclair’s. It is obfervable, 
that the names of places in this county often terminate in ter and dale, which favors of 
Danifh origin. 

The Sinclairs are very numerous, and poflefs confiderabfe fortunes in thefe parts; 
but Boethius fays, that they, the Fraziers, Campbells, Bofwells, and many others, came 
originally from France. 

Auguft zi ft, pafs through Wick, a fmall borough town with fome good houfes, 
feated on a river within reach of the tide ; and at a diftance lies an old tower, called 
Lord Oliphant’s caflle. In this town lives a weaver who weaves a fliirt, with buttons 
and button holes entire without any feam, or the leaft ufe of the needle: but it is feared 
that he will fcarce find any benefit from his ingenuity, as he cannot afford his labour 
under five pounds a ihirt. Somewhat farther, clofe to the fea, is Achringal tower, the 

* During fpring great quantities of lump fiih refort here, and arc the prey of the feals, as appears 
from the numbers .if their (kins, which at that feafon float afhore. The feals, at certain times, fcem riiUed 
with a great mentality ; for at thofe times multitudes of them are feen dead in the water, 

f Sibbahl’s Hilt. Scotland. Br. Zool- I. 33. 

J Ttiis caHlc was taken and garrifoned by the Marquis of Moutrofe In 1650, immediately preceding 
his nnsl defeat. Whitelock, 454. 

§ But vaft quantity of fubtenaneous timber in all the moors. Near Dunbeth ij an entire Fifts caflle, 
with the hollow in the top, and is called the Bourgof Dunbeth. 
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feat of Sir William Dunbar, Ride over the Links of Keith, on the fide of Similar b aw 
Thefe were once a morals, now covered with fand, finely turfed over; fo in this iu~ 
ftance the land has been obliged by the inftability of the fand. The old caftle of 
Keifs is Rated on a rock, with a good Ixoufe of the fame name near it. 

Near Frefwick caftle the cliffs are very softy: the ft rata that compofe them lie quite 
horizontally in fuch thin and regular layers, and fo often interfered by fiffures, asto 
appear like mafonry, Beneath are great infulated columns, called here Stacks, com- 
pofedofthe fame fort of natural mafonry as the cliffs ; many of them are hollowed quite 
through, fo as to form moft magnificent arches, which the fea rallies through with vaft 
noife and impetuofity, affording a moft auguft. piece of fcenery to fuch who are Ready 
enough to furvey it from the narrow and almolt impending paths. 

Frefwick caftle is feated on a narrow rock projecting into the fea, with juft room 
enough for it to Hand on: theaccefs to ft while the draw-bridge was in being, was 
over a deep chafm cut through the little ifthnius that connected it to the main land* 
Thefe dreadful fituations are ftrongly expreftive of the jealous and wretched condition 
of the tyrant owners* It is (aid that a nobleman of the name of Suenus Afteilf inha¬ 
bited this caftle about the year i i 55* 

After riding near Frefwick bay, the fecond Tandy bay in the county, pafs over a very 
bad morafs, and after a few miles travel arrive at Dungfby bay # a low traft, confifting, 
of oat-lands and grazing land,:, the ultima thule of Sir Robert Sibbald, whofe defcrip- 
tion it fully anfwers in this particular* 

Qnam juxta infames fcopuli, et petrofa vorago 
Afpcrat undifoms faxa pudenda vadb 

The beach is a colleftion of fragments of fhells; beneath which are vaft broken 
rocks, fome funk, others apparent, running into the fea never pacific. The contrary 
tides and currents form here a moft tremendous eonteft ; yet, by the fkilfulnefs of the 
people, are palled with great fafety in the narrow little boats I law lying on the Ibore* 

The points of this bay are Dungfby head and vSt* John’s head, ftretching out into the 
fea to the eaft and weft, forming a pair of horns; from the refemblance to which it 
ftiould feem that this country was antiently ftyled Cornana, 

From hence is a full view of feveral of the Orkney iflands, fuch as Flota, Waes ? 
Ronaldfa, Swanna, to ihe weft the Skerries, and within two miles of land Stroma, fa¬ 
mous for its natural mummies, or the entire and uncorrupted bodies ofperfons who had 
been dead fixty years. I was informed that they were very light, had z flexibility in their 
limbs, and were of adufky colour J- Thisifleis fertile in corn, is inhabited by above 
thirty families* who know not the ufe of a plough, but dig every part of their corn 
land. 

Dine at the good minifter’s of Cannefby. On my return faw at a diftance the Stacks 
of Dungfby, a vaft infulated rock, over-topping, the land, and appearing like a great 
tower* 

Palled near the feat of a gentleman not long: deceafed ; the laft who was believed to 1 
be pofTeffed of the fecond fight* Originally he made ufe of the pretence, in order to 
render himfeJf more refpeftable with his clan but at length, in fpite of fine abilities^, 

*Johiv a Groat'a houfe ia now known only by name. The proper natne of the bay h DuncanV* 

+ Quoted by Sir Robert from ihe Iitr J*altli : ctim oFCunrad nsCdte&. 

f In the Philo fophic 1 Tran factions abridged* viii 7:5, if* an a I moft parallel mftance of two corpfies, 
found in a moor in DerbyIhire, that had for 49 years refitted putrefaction, and were in much the fame date 
asthofe in Stroma- In voL xlvii. of the Ph Tr, at large, ia an account of a body found entire and itn- 
putrid at Stamton in Devonfbire, So years after its interment , 
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was made a dupe to his own artifices, became poffeded with a ferious belief of the 
faculty, and for a confiderable number of years before his death was made truly un¬ 
happy by this ftrange opinion, which originally arofe from the following accident. A 
boat of his was on a very tempeftuous night at fea; his.mind filled with anxiety at the 
danger his people were in, fumiflied him with every idea of the misfortune that really 
befell them: he fuddenly darting up, pronounced that his men would be drowned, 
for he had feen them pafs before him with wet garments and dropping locks. The 
event was correfpondent, and he from that time grew confirmed in the reality of 
fpectral prediftions. 

There is another fort of divination, called Sleinanachd, or reading the fpeal-bone, or 
the blade-bone of a fhoulder of mutton well fcraped. When Lord Loudon was obliged 
to retreat before the rebels to the ifle of Sky, a common foldier, on the very moment 
the battle of Culloden was decided, proclaimed the victory at that diftance, pretending 
to have difcovcred the event by looking through the bone. 

1 heard of one in (lance of fecond fight, or rather of forefight, which was well atteft- 
ed, and made much noife about the time the prediction was fulfilled. A little after 
the battle of Prefton Pans, the prefidcnt, Duncan Forbes, being at his houfe of Cullo¬ 
den with a nobleman, from whom I had the relation, fell into difeourfe on the probable 
confequences of the action: after a long converfation, and after revolving all that might 
happen, Mr. Forbes, fuddenly turning to a window, faid, “ all thefe things may fall 
out; but depend on it, all thefe diilurbances will be terminated on this fpot.’* 

Returned the fame road. Saw multitudes of gannets, or Soland geefe, on their 
paffage northward : they went in final 1 flocks from five to fifteen in each, and con¬ 
tinued pafling for hours: it was a ftormy day; they kept low, and near the (here ; 
but never pafled over the land, even when a bay intervened, but followed (preferving an 
equal di(lance from the 111 orethe form of the bay, and then regularly doubled the 
capes. 1 faw many parties make a fort of halt for the (ake of filhing; they foared to 
a great height, then darting down headlong into the fea, made the water foam and 
ipring up with the violence of their defeent; after which they purfued their route. 

Swans refort in October to the lochs of Hemprigs and Waller, and continue there 
till March. Abundance of land-rails are found throughout the county. Multitudes of 
fea fowl breed in the cliff’s : among others, the lyre j but the feafon being pad, I neither 
faw it, nor could underlland what fpecies it was *. 

Went along a fine hard fand on the edge of Sinclair bay. On the fouth point, near 
Nofs-head, on the fame rock, are Sinclair and Gernigo caffles; but as if the joint te¬ 
nants, like beads of prey, had been in fear of each other, there was between them a 
draw-bridge; the firft too had an iron door, which dropped from above through 
grooves Rill vifible ; this was inhabited in the year 1603 by a Sinclair Earl of Caithnefs. 

Should the chapel of St, Tayre near this caftle exid, I overlooked that feene of 
cruelty in 147S- The Keiths and the clan Gun had in that year a feud; but a meeting 
•was fixed at this place for a reconciliation : twelve horfe were to convene-on each fide. 
The Cruner, or chief of the clan Gun, and his fons and neareft kinfmen arrived firll, 
and were at their prayers in the chapel: when their antagonid arrived with twelve 
horffe, but with two men on each horfe, thinking that to bring no more than the ftipu- 
lated number of horfes was no breach of agreement. Thefe attacked the people in the 
chapel, and put them all ro death, but with great Iofs to their own party, for the 

* I have ftnee learned that it is the Shearwater or Manks Petrel of the Br. Zool. II. No. 258. 

Cruner 
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Crimer and his friends fold their lives dear. I mention this tale to oppofe the manners 
of the old Cathnefians to thofe of the prefent hofpitable and worthy race. 

Cathnefs may be called an inimenfe morafs, mixed with feme fruitful fpots of oats 
and barley, much coarfe grafs, and here and there fome fine, aim oft all natural, there 
being as yet very little artificial. At this time was the hay harveft both here and about 
Dunrobin: the hay on this rough land is cut with fliort fcythes, and with a brilk and 
ftrong ftroke. The country produces and exports great quantities of oatmeal, and 
much whilky is diftilled from the barley : the great thinnefs of inhabitants throughout 
Cathnefs enables them to fend abroad much of its productions. No wheat had^ been 
railed this year in the county ; and I was informed that this grain is fown here in the 
fpring, by reafon of the wet and fury of the winters. 

The county is fuppofed to fend out in fome years, 2200 head of cattle ; but in bad 
feafons, the fanner kills and falts numbers for fale. Great numbers of fwine are reared 
here: they are fhort, high-backed, long-briftled, fharp, flender, and long nofed ; have 
long ereCt ears, and molt favage looks, and are feen tethered in almoft every field. 
The reft of the commodities of Cathnefs are butter, cheefe, tallow, hides, the oil and 
fkins of feals, and the feathers of geefe. 

Here are neither barns nor granaries: the corn is thralhed out and preferred in the 
chaff in bykes, which are flacks in fhape of bee-hives, thatched quite round, where it 
will keep good for two years. 

Much falmon is taken at Caftle-hill, Dunet, Wick, and Thurfo. The miraculous 
draught at the laft place is Hill talked of; not lefs than 2500 being taken atone tide, 
within the memory of man.' At a fmall diftance from Sinclair caftle, near Staxigo 
creek, is a finall herring filhery, the only one on the coaft: cod and other white filh 
abound here; but the want of ports on this ftormy coaft is an obftacle to the eftablifli- 
ment of filheries on this fide the country. 

In the month of November, numbers of feals* are taken in the vaft caverns that 
open into the fea and run fome hundred yards underground. Their entrance is nar¬ 
row, their infide lofty and fpacious. The feal-hunters enter thefe in finall boats with 
torches, which they light as foon as they land, and then with loud Ihouts alarm the ani¬ 
mals, which they kill with clubs as they attempt to pafs. This is a hazardous employ ; 
for Ihould the wind blow hard from fea, thefe adventurers are inevitably loftf. 

Much lime-ftone is found in this country, which when burnt is made into a compoft 
with turf and fea plants. The tender fex (I blufh for the Cathnefians) are the only 
animals of burden : they turn their patient backs to the dunghills, and receive in their 
keifes, or baikets, as much as their lords and mailers think fit to fling in with their 
pitchforks, and then trudge to the fields in droves of fixty or feventy. The common 
people are kept here in great fervitude, and molt of their time is given to their Lairds, 
an invincible impediment to the profperity of the county. 

Of the ten parilhes in Cathnefs, only the four that lie S. E. fpeak Erfe; all the 
others fpeak Englilh, and that in greater purity than molt part of North Britain {. 
Latheron, Reay, Thurfo, and Halkirk, fpeak Erfe and Englilh; Bower, £annelby, 
Dunnet, Watters, Obrick, and Wick, fpeak Englilh only. 

* Sometimes a large fpecie* twelve feet long has been killed on die coaft; and I have been informed 
that the fame kind are found on the rock Hiikir, one of the Wellern iflea. 

+ For a fuller account, vide Br. Zool. 37. 

j I beg leave to refer the reader for a farther hiftorypf this country, and of Strathnavern, to the Appen¬ 
dix ; where is infertcd, the obliging communication of the Rev. Mr. Alexander Pope, Miniftcrof Reay] the 
moil remote N.W. trad of North Britian, which complete* the hiftory of this diftantpartof ouriflaml. 

vol. hi. n Inoculation 


go 


pennant’s TOUR IN SCOTLAND. 


Inoculation is much praftifed by an ingenious phyfician (Dr. Mackenzie of Wick) in 
this county, and alfo the Orkneys *, with great fuccefs, without any previous prepara¬ 
tion. The fuccefs was equally great at Sanda, a poor ifle, where there was no fort of 
fuel but what was got from dried cow-dung: but in all thefe places, the fmall-pox is 
very fatal in the natural way. Other difeales in Cathnefs are colds, coughs, and very 
frequently palfies. 

The laft private war in Scotland was occafioned by a difpute relating to this county. 
The prefent Earl of Breadalbane’s grandfather married an heirefs of Cathnefs: the in¬ 
habitants would not admit her title; but fet up another perfon in oppofition. The 
Earl, according to the cuftom of thofe ill-governed times, was to after t his right by 
force of arms: heraifed an army of fifteen hundred men ; but the numbers, like thofe 
under the conduct of Gideon, were thought to be too great: his lordlhip firft difmilfed 
five hundred; after that, another five hundred ; and with the remainder marched to 
the borders of Cathnefs. Here he thought proper to add ftratagem to force. He knew 
that the enemy’s army waited for him on the other fide of the Ord. He knew alfo 
that in thofe days whilky was the nefiar of Cathnefs: and in confequence ordered a 
fliip laden with that precious liquor to pafs round, and willfully ftrand itfe'f on the flio> 
The directions were punctually obeyed j and the crew in a feeming fright efcaped in 
the boats to the invading army. The Cathnefians made a prize of the {hip, and indulg¬ 
ing themfelves too freely with the freight, became an eafy prey to the Earl, who at¬ 
tacked them during their intoxication, and gained the country, which he difpofed of 
very foon after his conqueft. 

I came here too late 1 to have any benefit from the great length of days ; but from 
June to the middle of July, there is fcarce any night; for even at what is called mid¬ 
night thefroalleft print maybe read,fo truly did Juvenal ftyle thefe people. 

Minima con tent os fio£te Bntannos* 

Atiguft 23d, on my way between Thrum Her and XJunbeth, again faw numbers of 
flocks of Gannets keeping due north; and the weather being very calm, they flew 
high. It has not been obferved that they ever return this way in thefpring; but feem 
to make a circuit of the ifland, till they again arrive at the Bafs, their only breeding- 
place on the eaftern coaft. 

On defending a fteep hill, is a romantic view of the two bridges over the waters 
of Berridale and Langwall, and their wooded glens ; and of the caftle ofBemdaJet, 
over the fea, where the falmon-filhers ftation themfelves to obferve the approach of 
thofe filh out of the ocean. After a tedious afeent up the King’s road of four miles, 
train the top of the Ord, defeend, and lie at Helmfdale, 

^ Auguft 24th to 29th, revifit the fame places, till I pafs Dingwall. Crofs the Conan 
in a boat, a very beautiful river, not remote from Caftle Braan. Was in the neigh- 
bourhood informed of other Angular cuftoms of the Highlanders. . 

On New year's day they burn juniper before their cattle, and on the firft Monday in 
every quarter fprinkle them with urine. 

In fome parts of the country* is a rural fa.cn.ficc* different iiom that before men- 
tioned. A crofs is cut on fome flicks, which is dipped in pottage, and the 1 hurfday 

* At this time a perfon was employed in the fame bufinefs In the Shetland i (lands. . . 

+ Befits the miffing fo Angular a phenomenon, I found that the bad weather, which begins earlier in 
the north" was fitting in : I would therefore recommend to any traveller, who means to take this diftant 
tour, to fet out from Edinburgh a month foonerthan I did. 

t A little up the land is the ruin of Ach caftle. 
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before Eafter, one of each placed over the flieep-cot, the liable, or the cow-houfe. 
On the ift of May, they are carried to the hill where the rites are celebrated, all deck¬ 
ed with wild flowers, and after the feaft is over, re-placed over the fpots they were 
taken from; and this was originally ftyled Clou-an-Beltien *, or the fplit branch of the 
lire of the rock. Thefe follies are now feldom praclifed, and that with the utmoll fe~ 
crecy; for the clergy are indefatigable in difcouraging every fpecies of fuperftition. 

In certain places the death of people is l'uppofed to be foretold by the cries and 
Ihrieks of Benlhi, or the Fairies wife, uttered along the very path where the funeral is 
to pafs ; and what in Wales are called corps candles, are often imagined to appear, and 
foretell mortality. 

The courtfhip of the Highlander has thefe remarkable circumftances attending it: 
after privately obtaining the confent of the fair, he formally demands her of the father. 
The lover and his friends affeinble on a hill allotted for that purpofe in every parifli, 
and one of them is difpatched to obtain pcrmiflion to wait on the daughter : if he is 
fuccefeful, he is again fent to invite the father and his friends to afcend the hill and par¬ 
take of a whifky calk, which is never forgot: the lover advances, takes his future 
father-in-law by the hand, and then plights his troth, and the fair-one is furrendered up 
to him. During the marriage ceremony, great care is taken that dogs do not pals 
between them, and particular attention is paid to the leaving the bridegroom's left-(hoe 
without buckle or latchet, to prevent witches f from depriving him, on the nuptial night,, 
of the power of loofening the virgin zone. As a teft, not many years ago a Angular cuf- 
tom prevailed in the weftern Highlands the morning after a wedding : a bafket was 
fattened with a cord round the neck of the bridegroom by the female part of the com¬ 
pany, who immediately filled it with Hones, till the poor man was in great danger of 
being ftrangled, if his bride did not take companion on him, and cut the cord with a 
knife given her to ufe at difcretion. But fuch was the tendemefs of the Caledonian 
fpoufes, that never was an inftance of their negle&ing an immediate relief of their good 
man. 

Pals near the Prior J of Beaulieu, a large ruin: crofs the ferry, and again reach 
Invernefs. 

Made an excurfion ten miles fouth of Invernefs to May-hall, pleafantly feated at the 
end of a fmall but beautiful lake of the fame name, full of trout and char, called in the 
Erfe, Tarrdheargnaich, and in the Scotch, Red Weems. This water is about two 
miles and a half long, and half a mile broad, adorned with two or three ifles prettily 
wooded. Each fide is bounded by hills cloathed at the bottom with trees; and in 
front, at the diftance of thirty miles, is the great mountain of Karn-gorm, patched with 
fnow. 

This place is called Starihnach nan-gai’l, or the threfhold of the Highlands, being a 
very natural and firongly marked entrance from the north. This is the feat of rhe Clan 
Chattan, or the M‘IntoIhes, once a powerful people: in the year 1715, fifteen hundred 
took the field ; but in 1745, fcarce half that number: like another Abfalom, their fair 
mitlrefs was in that year l’uppofed to have fiolen their hearts from her Laird their chief¬ 
tain : but the fevered loyalift muft admit fome extenuation of their error, in yielding 
to the infinuations of fo charming a feducer. 

* M t PKerfon , s Introduction, i 66 . 

f An old opinion. Gcfner fays that the witches made ufe of toads as a charm, Ut vim coeundi, ni 
fallor, in vim icllerent. Gefner ck quad ovi. p, 7 1* 

^ Founded about 12591 by Patrick BiOTet ? .Laird of Lovat, for the monks of Vallis cauKum* 
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Here is preferved the fword of James V. given by that monarch to the captain of 
Clan Chattan, with the privilege of holding the King’s fword at all coronations ; on 
the blade is the word Jefus. That of the gallant Vifcount Dundee is alfo kept here. 
The firft was a confecrated fword prefented to James in 514, by Leo X. by the hands 
of his Legate *. The ancient family was as refpe£tab!e as it was powerful; and that 
irom very old times. Of this the following relation is fufficient evidence. In 1341 a 
Monro of Foulisf having met with fome affront from the inhabitants of Strathardule, 
between Perth and Athol, determined on revenge, collected his clan, marched, made 
his inroad, and returned with a large booty of cattle. As he paffed by May-hall, this 
threlhold of the Highlands, the Mackintolh of 1454 fent to demand the Hike creich or 
road collop, being a certain part of the booty, challenged according to an ancient cuf- 
tom by the chieftains for liberty of palling with it through their territories. Monro ac- 
quiefced in the demand, and offered a reafonable ihare ; but not lefs than half would 
content the chieftain of Clan Chattan : this was refufed; a battle enfued near Keffock; 
Mackintolh was killed j Monro loft his hand, but from that accident acquired the 
name of back-lawighe : and thus ended the conflict of Clagh-ne-herey. 

Boethius relates, that in his time Tnvernefs was greatly frequented by merchants from 
Germany, who purchafed here the furs of feveral forts of wild beafts \ ; and that wild 
horfes were found in great abundance in that neighbourhood: that the country yielded 
a great deal of wheat and other corn, and quantities of nuts and apples. At prefent 
there is a trade in the lkins of deer, roes, and other beafts, which the Highlanders bring 
down to the fairs. There happened to be one at this time: the commodities were 
flrins, various neceffaries brought in by the pedlars, coarfe country cloths, cheefe, but* 
ter, and meal: the laft in goat-lkin bags; the butter lapped in cawls, or leaves of the 
broad alga or tang; and great quantities of birch-wood and hazel cut into lengths for 
carts, &c. which had been floated down the river from Loch-Nefs. 

The fair was a very agreeable circumftance, and afforded a mod lingular groupe of 
Highlanders in all their motly dreffes. Their brechan, or plaid, confifts of twelve or 
thirteen yards of a narrow fluff, wrapt round the middle, and reaches to the knees: is 
often faflened round the middle with a belt, and is then called brechan-feill ; but in cold 
weather is large enough to wrap round the whole body from head to feet; and this 
often is their only cover, not only within doors, but on the open hills during the whole 
night. It is frequently faflened on the Ihoulders with a pin often of filver, and before 
with a brotche (like the fibula of the Romans) which is fometiraes of filver, and both 
large and extenfive; the old ones have very frequently mottos. 

The ftockings are fliort, and are tied below the knee. The cuaran is a fort of laced 
Ihoe made of a Ikin with the hairy fide out, but now feldom worn. The truis were 
worn by the gentry, and were breeches and ftockings made of one piece. 

The colour of their drefs was various, as the word breaccan implies, being dyed with 
ftripes -pf the moft vivid hues: but they fomedmes affefted the duller colours, luch as 
imitated thofe of the heath in which they often repofed; probably from a principle of 
fecurity in time of war, as one of the Scotch poets feems to inlinuate. 

# Leflie Scotk, 353- 

f Confli&s of the Clans, p. y, ^ ^ 

t Ad NefTsehcus longi quatuor et vfg'nti pafTmmi miUia, lats duodeam lateni; propter mgentia nemora 
ferarum nigena copia eft cervorum, equorurn indomltorum, capreolorum et ejufmodi animantium magna ria: 
ad haec martin Use, fouin® lit vuJgd vocanturt vulpes, muftell#) fibri, lutraeque incomparabui ntimera, quo* 
rutn tcrgora extern gen to ad Inxmu immenfo pretio coemunt* Scot, regni Defer, k, Hift, Scot, xxx. 
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Virgata g-auftent varii quas eft vefle coioris, 

Furpnreum et deamant fere cseruleumque colorem ; 

Verum nunc pi urea fufcum roagis, aernula frond i 
Qureque creeina adamant, ut ne lux fiorida vdt.s 
Splendent is prod at recubantea inqae ericelia. 

Andrew Meltini Topogr. Scotkc- 

The feil-beg, i. e. little plaid, alfo called kelt, is a fort of lhort petticoat reaching only 
to the knees, and is a modern fubftitute for the lower part of the plaid, being found to 
be Iefs cutnberfome, efpecially in time of aftion, when the Highlanders ufed to tuck 
their brechcan into their girdle. Almofl all have a great pouch of badger and other 
Ikins, with taffels dangling before: in this they keep their tobacco and money. 

Their ancient arms were the Lochaber ax, now ufed by none but the town-guard of 
Edinburgh ; a tremendous weapon, better to be expreffed by a figure than words *. 

The broad-fword and target; with the kft they covered themfelves, with the firlt 
reached their enemy at a great diftance. Thefe were their ancient weapons, as appears 
by Tacitusf ; but, fince the difarming act, are fcarcely to be met with : partly owing 
to that, partly to the fpirit of induftry now rifing among them, the Highlanders in a 
few years will fcarce know the ufe of any weapon. 

Bows and arrows were ufed in war as late as the middle of the laft century, as I find 
in a manufcript life of Sir Ewen Cameron. 

The dirk was a fort of dagger ftuck in the belt. I frequently faw this weapon in the 
fhambles of Invernefs, converted into a butcher’s knife, being, like Hudibras’s dagger* 

A ferric table dudgeon. 

Either for fighting or for drudging. 

The dirk was a weapon ufed by the ancient Caledonians ;■ for Dio Cafiius, in his ac¬ 
count of the expedition of Severus, mentions it under the name of Ei^fguheiy, pugi° or 
little dagger. 

The mattucalhlalh, or arm-pit dagger, was worn there ready to be ufed on coming 
to clofe quarters, fthefe, with the piftol ftuck in the girdle, completely armed the 
Highlander §. 

It will be fit to mention here the method the chieftains took formerly to alfemble the 
elans for any military expedition. In every clan there is a known place of rendezvous, 
fly led Carn-a-whin, to which they mull refort on this fignal. A perfon is fent out full 
fpeed with a pole burnt at one end and bloody at the other, and with a crofs at the top, 
which is called Crofh-tarie, the crofs of fliame |f, or the fiery crofs; the firft from the 
difgrace they would undergo if they declined appearing ; the fecond from the penalty 

* Vide tab. xxxiv* 

+ Simul conflantla, fimul aitc Britanni Ingentrbus gladiis et brevibus cetris, ml fill la noftrorum vitare vel 
excuterc, Vita Agrleolse, c. 36. 

J XiphiL epii DiomY 

^ Major, who wrote about the year 1518, thus deferibes their arms ; Arcurii et fagittas Jatifimniuv 
enfem cum parvo halberto, pugioneni groffum ex folo duo latere feindentem, fed acutiffimam fub zona fem* 
per Fetunt. Tcmp^ri belli lorTcam ex loris ferreis per totum corpus induunt. Lib* I. c. viii, 

0 Thiscuftom was common to the northern parts of Europe with fome flight variation, as appears from 
Glaus Magnus, p, 146, who deferibes it thus : Bacculua tripalmaris, agifioris juvenia curfu precipitl, ad 
ilium vel ilium pagum feu villam hujufmodi edi&o deferendus commktitur, ut 3, 4, vel 3 die unufl, duo vel 
tres, aut vhkim omnes vel fiugult ab anno triltiftn, cum armis et expenfis 10 vel 20 dlerum fub pxna com- 
buftiomsdomorum (quo uftu bacculo) vel fufpenfiemis patron!, aut omnium (quae fane allegato fignatur) 
in tah npa, vd campo, aut valie comparers teueaatur fubito, caufain vocationis, atque ordinem execuuonis 
praefefri provlnrialis, quid fieri debeat audituri. 
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of having fire and (word carried through their country, in cafe of refufa!. The firfl 
bearer delivers it to the next perfon he meets, he running full fpeed to the third, and 
fo on. In every clan the bearer Had a peculiar cry of war ; that of the Macdonald’s 
was freich, or heath; that of the Grants, craig-elachie; of the Mackenzies, tuilickard*. 
In the late rebellion, it was fent by fome unknown difaffe&ed hand through the county 
of Breadalbane, and pafled through a traCt of thirty-two mites in three hours, but with¬ 
out effet!. 

The women’s drefs is the kirch, or a white piece of linen, pinned over the foreheads 
of thofe that are married, and round the hind part of the head, falling behind over 
their necks. The iingle women wear only a ribband round their head, which they call 
a fnood. The tonnag, or plaid, hangs over their fhoulders, and is fattened before with 
a brotche; hut in bad weather is drawn over their heads: I have alfo obferved during 
divine fervice, that they keep drawing it forward in proportion as their attention in- 
creafes ; iiifomuch as to conceal at lafl their whole face, as if it was to exclude every 
external objeCt that might interrupt' their devotion. In the county of Breadalbane 
many wear, when in high drefs, a great pleated flocking of an enormous length, called 
offan preaffach : in other refpecls, their drefs refembles that of women of the fame rank 
in England ; but their condition is very different, being little better than Haves to our 
fex. 

This cuHotn of covering the face was in old times abufed, and made fubfervient to 
the purpofe of intrigue. By the fumptuary law of James II. in 1457, it was exprefsly 
prohibited. It directs that “ na woman cum to kirk, nor to merest, with hir lace muf- 
lalled or covered, that fcho may not be kend, under the pane of efcheit of the courchie.” 
I fufpect much, that the head-dreffes of the ladies were at that time of the prefent fa* 
Ihionable altitude; for the fame ftatute even prefcribes the mode of that part of apparel 
as well as others: for, after directions given to regulate the drefs of the men, they are 
told “ to make their wives and dauchters in like manner be abuilzed, ganand and cor- 
refpondant for their eftate, that is to fay, on their head Ihort curches with little hudes, 
as ar ufed in Flanders, England, and other countries $ and as to their gownes, that na 
woman weare mertrickesf, nor letteis, nor tailes unfitt in length, nor furred under, but 
on a halieday. ” 

The manners of the natiye Highlanders may juHIy be expreffed in thefe words; 
indolent to a high degree, unlefs roufed to war, or to any animating araufement; or I, 
may fay, from experience, to lend any difinterefled afliHance to the diftrcffed traveller, 
either on directing him on his way, or affording their aid in palling the dangerous tor¬ 
rents of the Highlands : hofpitable to the higheft degree, and full of generofity : are 
much affeCted with the civility of Hrangers, and have in themfelves a natural politenefs 
and addrefs, which often flows from the meanefl: when lead expeCted. Through my 
whole tour I never met with a Angle inflanee of national reflection ! their forbearance 
proves them to be fuperior to the meannefs of retaliation: 1 fear they pity us; but I 
hope not indiferiminately. Are exceffively inquifitive after your bufinefs, your name, 
and other particulars of little confequence to them: moft curious after the politics of 
the world, and when they can procure an old news-paper, will liHen to it with all the 
avidity of Shakfpeare’s blackfinith. Have much pride, and consequently are impatient 
of affronts, and revengeful of injuries. Are decent in their general behaviour; in¬ 
clined to fupcrftition, yet attentive to the duties of religion, and are capable of giving a 
molt diftinCl account of the principles of their faith. But in many parts of the High* 

* Sliiw’s Hift- Moray, 231. 4 Mertrickes are furs of the martin’s (kin. 
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lands, their charafter begins to be more faintly marked; they mix more with the 
world, and become daily lefs attached to their chiefs: the clans begin to diiperfe tbem- 
felves through different parts of the country, finding that their induftry and good con- 
du& afford them better proteftion (fmce the due execution of the laws) than any their 
chieftain can afford j and the chieftain, tailing the fweets of advanced rents, and the 
benefits of induftry, difmiffes from his table the crowd of retainers, the former inftru- 
ments of his oppreflion and freakifh tyranny. 

Mod of the antient lports of the Highlanders, filch as archery, hunting, fowling, and 
fifhing, are now diluted ; thofe retained are, throwing the putting-flone, or flone of 
flrength *, as they call it, which occafions an emulation who can throw a weighty one 
the fartheft. Throwing the penny flone, which anfwers to our coits. The fhinty, or 
linking of a ball of wood or of hair; this game is played between two parties in a 
large plain, and furnilhed with clubs j whichever fide flrikes it firfl to their own goal 

wins the match. . 

The amufements by their fire-fides were the telling of tales, the wildeft and mod 
extravagant poflible ; mufic was another : in former times the harp was the favourite 
inftrument, covered with leather, and hung with wire t, but at prefent is quite loft. 
Bagpipes are fuppofed to have been introduced by the Danes j this is very doubtful, 
but" fhall be taken notice of in the next volume ; the oldeft are played with the mouth, 
the loudeft and mofl ear-piercing of any wind mufic ; the others, played with the fin- 
gers only, are of Irifh origin: the firfl fuited the genius of this warlike people, roufed 
their courage to battle, alarmed them when fecure, and collected them when fcattered. 
This inftrument is become fcarce fince the abolition of the power of the chieftains, and 
the more induftrious turn of the common people. 

The trum, or Jew’s harp +, would not merit the mention among the Highland inftru- 
ments of mufic, if it was not to prove its origin and antiquity: one made of gilt 
brafs having been found in Norway 9 , depofited in an urn. 

Vocal mufic was much in vogue amongfl them, and their fongs were chiefly in 
praife of their antient heroes. I was told that they ftill have fragments of the flory of 
Fingal and others, which they carrol as they go along: thefe vocal traditions are the 

foundation of the works of Offian. < 

Aug. 31. Leave Inverneis, and continue my journey weft for fome time by the 
river.fide ; have a fine view of the plain, the Tominan, the town, and the diftant hills. 
After the ride of about fix miles reached Loch Nefs |j, and enjoyed along its banks a 
mofl romantic and beautiful feenery, generally in woods of birch, or hazel, mixed 
a few holly, white-thorn, afpin, afh and oak, but open enough in all parts to admit 
a fight of the water. Sometimes the road was ftraight for a confiderable diftance, and 
refeinbled a fine and regular avenue; in others, it wound about the fides of the hills 
which overhung the lake; the road was frequently cut through the rock, which, on one 
fide, formed a folid wall, on the other, a deep precipice. In'many parts, we were im- 
merfed in woods, in others, they opened and gave a view of the fides and tops of the 
vail mountains fearing above feme of thefe were naked, but in general covered with 

jl MaVor fays** <c Pro mtificw inftrumentis et imifico concentu, lyra fylvefcres uhmtur, eujus chordaa ex 
are, et non ex animal ium intdtinis faciunt, in qua dulcimi modubntur.’’ 

| Probably, as an ingenious friend tuggefted* tins mould be read, the Jaws-harp, 

5 Sir Thomas Brown’s Hydriotapbia, 8, tl rT r 

j[ This beautiful lake has a great re fe mb lance to fome parts of the lake of Lucerne, cfpcmUjr towards 
the eaft end* 
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wood, except on the mere precipices, or where the grey rocks denied vegetation, or 
where the heath, now glowing with purple bloflfoms, covered the furface. The form 
of thefe hills was very various and irregular, either broken into frequent precipices, or 
towering into rounded fummics cloathed with trees; but not fo clofe but to admit a 
light of the Iky between them. Thus, for many miles, there was no poffibility of cul¬ 
tivation ; yet this trail was occupied by diminutive cattle, by flieep, or by goats: the 
lafi: were pied, and lived moll luxurioully on the tender branches of the trees. The 
wild animals that poffeffed this piclurefque fcene were Hags and roes, black game, and 
grous; and, on Jhe fummits, white hares and ptarmigans. Foxes are fo numerous 
and voracious, that the farmers are fometimes forced to houfe their flieep, as is done in 
France for fear of the wolves. 

It is to me matter of furprife that no mention is made, in the Poems of Offian, of 
our great beads of prey, which mull have abounded in his days; for the wolf was a 
pell to the country fo late as the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and the bear exifted there 
at. lea 11 till the year 1C57, w ^ en a Gordon, for killing a fierce bear, was directed by 
King Malcolm III. to carry three bear’s heads in his banner*. Other native 
animals are often mentioned in leveral parts of the work; and in the five little 
poems on Night, compofitions of as many Bards, every modern Britilh beaft of chace 
is enumerated, the howling dog and the howling fox defcribed ; yet the howling wolf 
omitted, which would have made the bard’s night much more hideous. 

Dr. Johnfon, in his journal to the Weftern Ifles, p. 297, in a ftriCture on a paffage 
in one of my Tours, infinuates my belief in the writings of Ollian; but the laft para¬ 
graph might have evinced my fcepticifm. In the five firlt lines of p. 275 of the fame 
w r ork, by that good and learned man, is collected the fum of my belief. 

The north fide of Loch-Nefs is far Iefs beautiful than the fouth. In general, the 
hills are lefs high, but very fteep ; in a very few places covered with brulh-wood, but 
in general very naked, from the Hiding of the llrata down their Hoping fides. About 
the middle is Caftle Urquhart, a fortrels founded on a rock projecting into the lake, and 
was faid to have been the fear of the once powerful Cummins, and to have been de- 
ltroyed by Edward I. Near it is the broadelt part of the Loch, occafioned by a bay 
near the caftle. 

Above isGlen-Morifton, and eaftof that Straith-Glas, the Chifolm’s country; In 
both of which are forefts of pines, where the rare bird, the cock of the wood, is Hill 
ro be met with ; perhaps in thofe near Caftle Grant. Formerly was common through¬ 
out the Highlands, and was called Capercalze, and Auercalze, and in the old law books, 
Capercally. The variety of the black game, mentioned by M. Briffon, under the name 
of Coy. de Bruyere piquets , was a mixed breed between thefe two birds; but I could not 
hear that any at prefent were to be found in North Britain. Linnseus has met with 
them in Sweden, and deferibes them under the title of Tetrao cauda bifurcafubtus alba 
punctata. At Glen-Morifton is a manufacture of linen, where forty girls at a time are 
taught for three months to fpin, and then another forty taken in: there are befides fix 
looms, and all fupported out of the forfeited lands. 

Above is the great mountain Meal Fourvounich; the firft land failors make from 
ihe eaft fea. 

I was informed that in that neighbourhood are glens and cafcades of furprifing beauty, 
but my time did not permit me to vifit them. 

Dined at a poor inn near the General’s Hut, or the place where General Wade re. 
fided when he infpeCled the great work of the roads, and gave one rare example of 

* Hi ft. Gordons, f, p. 2, 
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making the Xbldiery ufeful in time of peace. Near is a fine glen covered at the bot¬ 
tom with wood, through which runs a torrent rifing fouthward. The country alfo is 
prettily varied with woods and corn-fields. 

About a mile farther is the fall of Fyers, a vaft catarafl in a darkfome glen of a ftu- 
pendous depth ; the water darts far beneath the top through a narrow gap between 
two rocks, then precipitates above forty feet lower into the bottom of the chafm, and 
the foam, like a great cloud of fmoke, rifes and fills the air. The fides of this glen are 
vaft precipices mixed with trees over-hanging the water, through which, after a fliort 
fpace, the waters difeharge themfelves into the lake. 

About half a mile fouth of the firII fall is another puffing through a narrow chafm, 
whofe fides it has undermined for a confiderable way j ever- the gap is a true Alpine 
bridge of the bodies of trees covered with fods, from whofe middle is an aweful view of 
tile water roaring beneath. 

At the fall of Foher the road quits the fide of the lake, and is carried for fome fpace 
through a ffnall vale on the fide of the river Fyers, where is a mixture of final! plains 
of corn and rocky hills. 

Then lucceeds a long and dreary moor, a tedious afeent up the mountain See-chui- 
min, or Cummin's feat, whofe fummit is of a great height and very craggy. Defcend 
a fteep road, leave on the right Loch-'laarf, a finall irregular piece of water, decked 
with little wooded ifles, and abounding with char. Afterafecond fteep defeent, reach 

Fort Auguftus *, a finall fortrefs, feated 011 a plain at the head of. Lock-Nefs, be¬ 
tween the rivers Taarf and Oich ; the laft is confiderable, and has over it a bridge of 
three arches. The fort confifts of four baftions ; within is the governor’s houfe, and 
barracks lor 400 men ; it was taken by the rebels in 1746, who immediately deferted 
it, after demoliftiiug what they could. 

Loch-Nefs is twenty-two miles in length, the breadth from one to two miles, except 
near Caftle Urquhart, where it fwells out to three. The depth is very great; oppo- 
fite to the rock called the hovle-ihoe, near the weft end, it has been found to be 140 
fathoms. From an eminence near the fort is a full view of its whole extent, for it is- 
perfectly ftraight, running from call to weft, with a point to the fouth. The boundary 
from the fall of Fyers is very fteep and rocky, which obliged General Wade to make 
that detour from its banks, partly on account of the expence in cutting through fo 
much folid rock, partly through an apprehenfion that, in cafe of a rebellion, the troops 
might be deflroyed in their march, by the tumbling down of-ftones by the enemy 
from above : befides this, a prodigious arch muft have been flung over the Glen of 
Fyers. 

This lake, by reafon of its great depth, never freezes, and, during cold weather, a 
violent fleam rifes from it as Irom a furnace. Ice brought from other parts, and put 
into Loch-Nefs, inftantly thaws; but no water freezes fooner than that of the lake 
when brought into a houfe. Its water is efteemed very falubrious, fo that people come 
or fend thirty miles for it: old Lord Lovat in particular made conftant ufe of it. 
But it is certain, whether it be owing to the water, or to the air of that neighbourhood, 
that for {even years Lhe garifon of Fort Auguftus had not loft a Angle man. 

The filh of this lake are lhlmon, which are in feafon from Chriftmas to Midfummer; 
trouts of about two pound weight, pikes and eels. During winter, it is frequented by 
fwans and other wild fowls. 

* Its Erie name is Kil-chuimin, or the burial place of the Cummins. It lies on the road to the Tfle of 
Skie, which is about fifty-tuo miles off ; but on the whole way, there is not a place fit for the reception 
of man or hoi fe, r 
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The greateft rife of water in Loch-Nefs is fourteen feet. The lakes from whence it 
receives its fupplies are Loch-Oich, Loch-Garrie, and Loch-Quick. There is but 
very little navigation on it; the only veffel is a gaily belonging to the fort, to bring 
the ftores from the eaft end, the river Nefs being too (hallow for navigation. 

It is violently agitated by the winds, and at times the waves are quite mountainous. 
November i ft, 1755, at the fame time as the earthquake at Lilbon, thefe waters were 
affefted in a very extraordinary manner : they rofe and flowed up the lake from eaft 
to weft with yaft impetuofity, and were carried above 200 yards up me river Oich, 
breaking on its banks in a wave near three feet high; then continued ebbing and flow* 
ing for the fpace of an hour > but at eleven o’clock, a wave greater than any of the 
reft came up the river, broke on the north fide, and overflowed the bank for the ex¬ 
tent of thirty feet. A boat near the General’s Hut, loaden with brufh-wood, was 
thrice driven afttore, and twice carried back again $ but the laft time, the rudder was 
broken, the wood forced out, and the boat filled with water and left on fhore. At 
the fame time, a little ifle, in a fmall loch in Badenoch, was totally reverfed and flung 
on the beach. But at both thefe places no agitation was felt on land. 

Sept. 1. Rode to the caftle of Tor-down, a rock two miles weft of Fort Auguftusi 
on the fummit is an antient fortrefs. The face of this rock is a precipice; on the 
acceflible fide is a ftrong dyke of Ioofe ftones, above that a ditch, and a little higher a 
terrafs fupported by ftones ; on the top, a fmall oval area hollow in the middle j round 
this area, for the depth of near twelve feet, are a quantity of ftones ftrangely cemented 
with almoft vitrified matter, and in forae places quite turned into black fcoria; the 
ftones Were generally granite, mixed with a few grit-ft ones of a kind not found nearer 
the place than forty miles. Whether this was the antient fite of fome forge, or whe¬ 
ther the ftones which form this fortrefs * had been collected from the ftrata of forae 
volcano, (for the veftiges of fuch are faid to have been found in the Highlands) I fub- 
mit to farther inquiry. 

From this rock is a view of Ben-ki, a vaft craggy mountain above Glen-Game’s 
country. Towards the fouth is the high mountain Coryarich : the afeent from this 
fide is nine miles, but on the other the de/cent into Badenoch is very rapid, and not 
above one, the road being, for the eafe of the traveller, cut into a zig-zag fafliion. 
People often perifh on the fummit of this hill, which is frequently vifited during winter 
with dreadful ftorms of fnow. 

Sept. 2. After a fliort ride weft:ward along the plain, reach Loch-Oich, a narrow 
lake; the fides prettily indented, and the water adorned with fmall wooded ifles. On 
the fhore is Glen Game, the feat of Mr. M'Donald, almoft fummnded with wood, 
and not far distant is the ruin of the oid caftle. This lake is about four miles long j 
the road on the fouth fide is excellent, and often carried through very pleafant woods. 

After a fmall interval, arrive on the banks of Loch-Loehy, a fine piece of water 
fourteen miles long, and from one to two broad. The diftant mountains on the north 
were of an immenfe height • thofe on the fouth had the appearance of fheep-walks. 
The road is continued on the fide of the lake about eight miles. On the oppofite 
lhore was Achnacarrie, once the feat of Cameron of Lochiel, but burnt in 1746. He 
was efteeined by all parties the honefteft and rnoft fenfible man of any that embarked 
in the pernicious and abfurd attempt of that and the preceding year, and was a me¬ 
lancholy inftance of a fine underhand ing and a well intending heart, over-powered 
by the unhappy prejudices of education. By his influence, he prevented the Rebels 

* I was informed ikat at Arifaig is an old caSUe formed of the fame materials. 
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from committing feveral exceffes, and even faved the city of Glafgow from being plun¬ 
dered, when their army returned out of England, irritated with their difappointment, 
and enraged at the loyalty that city had Ihewn. The Pretender came to him as fooa as 
ever he landed. Lochiel feeing him arrive in fo wild a manner, and fo unfupported, 
entreated him to defilt from an enterprize from which nothing but certain ruin could 
refultto him and his partizans. The adventurer grew warm, and reproached Lochiel 
with a breach of promife. This affeCted him fo deeply, that he inflantly went and 
took a tender and moving leave of his lady and family, imagining he was on the point 
of parting with them for ever. The income of his ellate was ar that time, as I was 
told, not above 700I. per annum, yet he brought fourteen hundred men into the field. 

The waters of this lake form the river Lochy, and difeharge themfelves into the 
weftern fea, as thofe of Loch-Oich do through Loch-Nefs into the eaftern. About the 
beginning of this lake enter Lochaber *; flop at Low-bridge, a poor houfe; travel 
over a black moor for fome miles ; fee abundance of cattle, but fcarce any corn. Crofs 

High-bridge, a fine bridge of three arches flung over the torrent Spean, founded on 
rocks ; two of the arches are ninety-five feet high. This bridge was built by General 
Wade, in order to form a communication with the country. Thefe public works were 
at firil very difagreeable to the old chieftains, and leflened their influence greatly ; for, 
by admitting ilrangers among them, their clans were taught that the Lairds were not 
the firil of men. But they had another reafon much more folid ; Lochaber had been 
a den of thieves ; and, as long as they had their waters, their torrents and their bogs, 
in a ftate of nature, they made their excurlions, could plunder and retreat with their 
booty in full fecurity. So weak were the laws in many parts of North Britain, till after 
the late rebellion, that no Hop could be put to this infamous practice. A contribution, 
called the Black-mail, was raifed by feveral of thefe plundering chieftains over a vaft 
extent of country: whoever paid it had their cattle enfured, but thofe who dared to 
refufe were fure to fuffer. Many of thefe freebooters were wont to infert an article, 
by which they were to be releafed from their agreement, in cafe of any civil commo¬ 
tion : thus, at the breaking out of the laft rebellion, a M'Gregor f, who had with the 
ItriCleft honour Ctill that event) preferred his friends’ cattle, immediately fent them 
word, that from that time they were out of his protection, and mull now take care of 
themfelves. Barrifdale was another of this clafs, chief of a band of robbers, who 
fpread terror over the whole country: but the Highlanders at that time elleemed the 
open theft of cattle, or the making a creach, (as they call it,) by no means difhonour- 
able; and the young men confidered it a piece of gallantry, by which they recom¬ 
mended themfelves to their miltrefles. On the other fide, there was often as much 
bravery in the purfuers; for frequent battles enfued, and much blood has been fpilt 
on thefe occafions. They alfo lhewed great dexterity in tracing the robbers, not only 
through the boggy land, but over the firmed ground, and even over places where 
other cattle had pafled, knowing well how to diftinguilh the Heps of thofe that were 
wandering about from thofe that were driven haflily away by the freebooters. 

From the road had a dillant view of the mountains of Arifaig, beyond which were 
Moydart, Kinloch, &c. At the end of Loch-lhiel the Pretender firil fet up his lland- 
ard in the wildell place that imagination can frame: and in this fequeltered fpot, 
amidtl antient prejudices, and prevailing ignorance of the bleffings of our happy confti- 
tution, the llrength of the rebellion lay. 

* So called from a lake not far from Fort William, near wliofe batiks Ban quo was faid to hare been 
murdered, *J- Who afltimed the name of Graham, 
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Pafs by the river Lochy, now confiderable. See Inverlochy cattle, with large round 
towers* which, by the mode of building, Teems to have been the work of the Engliih, 
in the time of Edward 1 . who laid large fines on the Scotch barons for the purpofe of 
ere£ting new cattles. The largcft of thefe towers is called Cummin’s. But long prior 
to thefe ruins Inverlochy had been a place of great note, a molt opulent city, remark¬ 
able for the vaft refort of French and Spaniards*, probably on account ot trade. It 
was alfo a feat of the Kings of Scotland, for here Aehaius in the year 790 figned (as 
is reported) the league offenfive and defend ve between him fell and Charlemagne. In 
after-times it was utterly deftroyed by the Danes, and never again reftored. 

In the neighbourhood of this place were fought two fierce battles, one between 
Donald Balloch, brother to Alexander Lord of the illes, who with a great power in¬ 
vaded Lochaber in the year 1427 : he was met by the Earls of Mar and Caithnefs, the 
Iaft was flain, and their forces totally defeated f. Balloch returned to the ilks with 
vaft booty, the object of thofe plundering chieftains. Here alfo the Campbells, under 
the Maquis of Argyle in February 1645, received from Montrofe, an overthrow fatal 
to numbers of that gallant name. Fifteen hundred fell in the action, and in the pur- 
fuit, with the lofs only of three to the royalifts. Sir Thomas Oglevie, the friend of 
Montrofe, died of his wounds. His death fuppreffed all joy for the victory. 

At Inverlochy is Fort William, built in King William’s reign ; as was a final! town 
near it called Maryborough, in honour of his Queen ; but, prior to that, had been a 
filial! fortrefs, erected by General Monk, with wKofe people the famous Sir Ewea 
Cameron | had numerous contefts. The prefent fort is a triangle, has two baftions,. 
and is capable of admitting a garrifon of Soo men. It was well defended againft the - 
Rebels in 1746, who raifed the fiege with much difgrace. It w r as alfo attempted by 
thofe of 171 s, but without fuccefi. The fort lies on a narrow arm of the-Tea, called 
Lochiel, which extends fome miles higher up the country, making a bend to the 
north, and extends likewife Veftward towards the ifle of Mull, near twenty-four Scotch 
Stiles. 

This fort on the weft, and Fort Auguftus in the centre* and Fort George on the 
eaft, form what is called the chain* from fba to fea. Ihis ibace is called Glen-more, 
or the great glen* which, including water and land, is almoft a level of feventy miles.. 
There is, in faft but little land* but what is divided by firth, loch* or river; except the 
two miles which lie between Loch-Oich and Loch-Tochy, called Lagan-achadrom* 13 y 
means of Fort George, all entrance up the firth towards Invernefsis prevented* Foit 
Auguftus curbs the inhabitants midway, and Fort William is a check to any attempts 
in the weft. Detachments are made from all thefe garrifons to Inveraefs Bernera bar- 
rack oppofite to the Ifle of Skie, and Cattle Duart in the Ifle of Mull §, Other final! 
parties are alfo fcattered in huts throughout the countiy, to prevent the ftealing of 

Fort William is furrounded by vaft mountains, which occafion almoft perpetual rain: 
the loftiefl are on the fouth fide; Benevifli foars above the reft, and ends, as I was told, 
in a point, (at this time concealed in inift) whofe height from the feais find to be 1450 
yards. As an antient Briton, 1 lament the difgrace of Snowdon, once efttfemed the 
higheft hill in the ifland, but now mult yield the palm to a Caledonian mountain* 

* Boethius. Scot. Regm Defer- 4. t Buchanan, ltb x. c. 33 * 

j Who h fa id to have killed the taft wolf in Scotland, about the year 1680. Memoirs of this celebrated 

chieftaio are given m the Appendix. ,, 

{ 1 was informed that coal has lately bem difcovered in this ifUd. What advantage may not this 
prove* in cftablilhraents of manufactures* in a country juft roofed from the lap of indolence l ^ 
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But I have my doubts whether this might not be rivalled, or perhaps furpalfed, by 
others in the fame country; for examples Ben y bourd, a central hill, from whence to 
the fea there is a continued and rapid defcent of feventy miles, as may be feen by the 
violent courfe of the Dee to Aberdeen, But their height has not yet been taken, 
which to be done fairly muft be from the fea. Benevilh, as well as many others, har¬ 
bours fnow throughout the year. 

The bad weather which reigned during my (lay in thefe parts, prevented me from 
vifiting the celebrated parallel roads in Glen-Roy* As I am unable to fatisfy the curi- 
ofity of the reader from my own obfervadon, I fhall deliver in the Appendix the infor¬ 
mation I could collect relating to thefe amazing works. 

The great produce of Lochaber is cattle; that diftridt alone fends out annually 
3000 head ; but if a portion of Invernefsihire is included, of which this properly is 
part, the number is 10,000. There are alfo a few horfes bred here, and a very few 
fheep ; but of late leveral have been imported. Scarce any arable Jand, for the excef- 
five wet which reigns here ahnoft totally prevents the growth of com, and what little 
there is fit for tillage lets at ten Ihillings an acre. The inhabitants of this diftrict are 
therefore obliged, for their fupport, to import 6000 bolls of oatmeal annually, which 
coft about 4000!.; the rents are about Joool. per annum ; the return for their cattle is 
about 7500b ; the horfes may produce feme trifle; fo that the tenants mail content 
themfelves with a very fcanty fubfiftence, without the profpeft of faving the leaft 
againft unforefeen accidents. The rage of raifmg rents has reached this diftant coun¬ 
try : in England there may be reafon for it, (in a certain degree) where the value of 
lands is increafed by acceition of commerce, and by the rife of provifions: but here 
(contrary to all policy) the great men begin at the wrong end, with fqueezing the ba^ ? 
before they have helped the poor tenant to fill it, by the introduction of manufactures. 
In many of the ifles this already fiiews its unhappy eftefl:, and begins to depopulate the 
country ; for numbers of families have been obliged to give up the ftrong attachment 
the Scots in general have for their country, and to exchange it for the wilds of 
America. 

The houfes of > the peafants in Lochaber are the molt wretched that can be imagined ; 
framed of upright poles, which are wattled ;. the roof is formed of boughs like a wig¬ 
wam, and the whole is covered with fods ; fo that in this moift climate their cottages 
have a perpetual and much finer verdue than the reft of the country. 

Salmons arc taken in thefe parts as late as May; about 50 tons are caught in the 
feafon. Thefe fifti never appear fo early on this coaftas on theeafterm 

Phinocs are taken here in great numbers, 1500 having been taken at a draught. 
They come in Auguft, and disappear in November. They are about a foot long, their 
colour grey, fpottcd with black, their flefti red ; rife eagerly to a fly. The fifliermen 
fuppofe them to be the young of what they call a great trout, weighing 301b. which I 
fuppbfe is the grey 

September 4th, left Fort William, and proceeded fouth along the military road on 
the iide of a hill, an awful height above Loch-Leven f, a branch of the fea, fo narrow 
as to have only the appearance of a river, bounded on both fides with vaft mountains, 
among whofe winding bottoms the tide rolled in with folemn majefty, The fcenery 
begins to grow very romantic ; on the weft fide are fome woods of birch and pines: 
the hills are very lofty, many of them taper to a point; and my old friend, the late 


* Br, Zool, III. No. 144- 

f The country people have a moll fuperfUturns deilrc of being buried in the little ifk 
loch. 
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worthy bifiiGp Pocock, compared the fhape of one to mount Tabor. Beneath them 
is Glen-Co, infamous for the maflacre of its inhabitants in 1691, and celebrated for 
having (as feme afl'ert) given birth to Oflian; towards the north is Morven, the coun¬ 
try of his hero Fingal, 

The feenery * of this valley is far the mod picturefque of any in the Highlands, 
being fo wild and uncommon that it never fails to attract the eye of every ftranger of 
the leafi: degree of tafte or fenfibility. The entrance to it is ftrongly marked by the 
craggy mountain of Buachalety, a little weft of the King’s houfe. All the others 
mountains of Glen-Co referable it, and are evidently but naked and folid rocks, riling 
on each fide perpendicularly to a great height from a flat narrow bottom, fo that in many 
places they feem to hang over, and make approaches, as they afpire, towards each other. 
The tops of the ridge of hills on one fide are irregularly ferrated for three or four miles, 
and (hot in places into fpires, which form the moft magnificent part of the feenery above 
Ken Lock-Leven. In the middle of the valley is a JmaU lake, and from it runs the 
river Goan, or Cona, celebrated in the works of Oflian* Indeed no place could be 
more happily calculated than this for forming the tafte and mfpiring the genius of fuch 
a poet, 

<c The principal native animals on the mountains of Glen-Co are red deer, Alpine 
hares, foxes, eagles, ptarmigans, and a few moor-fowl, 11 is remarkable that the com¬ 
mon hare was never feen either here, in Glen-Creran, or Glen-Ety, till the military 
roads were made. The partridge is a bird but lately known here, and is {till rare. 
There are neither rats nor vipers. 

** In Glen-Co are fix farms, forming a rent of 24ih per annum : the only crops are 
oats, bear and potatoes* The increafe of oats is three bolls and a half from one ; of 
bear four or five. But the inhabitants cannot fubfift upon their harveft : about three 
hundred pounds worth of meal is annually imported. They fell about feven hundred 
pounds worth of black cattle \ but keep only Iheep and goats for the ufe of private 
families : neither butter or cheefe is made for fale* The men fervants are paid in 
kind ; and commonly married. 

“ Glen-Co lies in the united parishes of Lifmore and Appin, and contains * abou tfour 
hundred inhabitants, who are vifited occafionally by a preacher from Appin/’ 

Leave on the left a vaft cataraft, precipitating itfel fin a great foaming fheet between 
two lofty perpendicular rocks, with trees growing out of the fiflureSj forming a large 
ft ream, called the water of Boan. 

Breakfaft at the little village of Kinloch-Leven on moft excellent minced flag, the 
only form I thought that animal good.in* 

Near this village is afingle farm fourteen miles long, which lets for only 35I per 
annum ; and from the nature of the foil, perhaps not very cheap, 

Saw here a quern, a fort of portable mill, made of two ftones about two feet broad, 
thin at the edges, and a little thicker in the middle. In the centre of the upper (lone is 
a hole to pour in the corn, and a peg by way of handle* The whole is placed on a 
cloth \ the grinder pours the corn into the hole with one hand, and with the other 
turns round the upper ft one with a very rapid motion, while the meal runs out at the 
fides on the cloth. This is rather preferved as a curiofity, being much out of ufe at 
prefent. Such are fuppofed to be the fame with what are common among the Moors, 
being the fimple fubftitute of a mill. 

* I am indebted to the Rev. Mr. John Stuart of Kilim for the dtfcriptkm of this curious valley, having 
only had a diflaut view of it, f Repoit of the Vifitatkm, &c, 1760, 

12 Immediately 
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Immediately after leaving Kinloch-Leven the mountains foar to a far greater height 
than before ; the fides are covered with wood, and the bottoms of the glens filled with 
torrents that roar amidft the loofe ftones. After a ride of two miles begin to afcend 
the black mountain, in Argylelhire, on a fteep road, which continues about three miles 
almoft to the fummit, and is certainly the higheft public road in Great Britain. On the 
other f»de the defcent is fcarce a mile, but is very rapid down a zig-zag way. Reach 
the King’s houfe, feated in a plain : it was built for the accommodation of His Majefty's 
troops, in their march through this defolate country, but is in a manner unfurniflied. 

Pafs near Loch-Talla, a long narrow piece of water, with a final! pine wood on its 
fide. A few weather-beaten pines and birch appear fcattered up and down, and in all 
the bogs great numbers of roots, that evince the foreft that covered the country within 
this half century. Thefe wer the laft pines which I faw growing fpontaneoufly in 
North Britain. The pine forefts are become very rare: I can enumerate only thofe on 
the banks of Loch Rannoch, at Invercauld, and Brae-Mar; at Coygach and Dirry- 
Monach : thefiril in Straithnavern, the laft in Sutherland. Thofe about Loch-Loyn, 
Glen-Morrifton, and Straith-GIas ; a fmall one near Loch-Garrie ; another near Loch- 
Arkig, and a few fcattered trees above Kinloch Leven, all in Invernefsffiire; and I was 
alfo informed that there are very coniiderable woods about Caftle-Grant. I faw only 
one fpecies of pine in thofe I vifited : nor could I learn whether there was any other 
than what is vulgarly called the Scotch Fir, whofe fynonyras are thefe : 

Pinus JylveJirh foliis brevibus glaucis^ cents parvis albentibus. Raii hift. pi. 1401. fym 
ftirp. Br. 442. 

Firms fyivejlrh Gerard’s herb. 1356- Lin. fp. pi, 1418. Flora Angl. 351. 

Pin d'Ecoffe, ou de Geneve. Du Hamel Traite des Arbres. II. 125. No. 5. 

Fyrre. Strom, Sondmor. 12. 

Mod of this long day’s journey from the black mountain was truly melancholy, al- 
moft one continued fcene of dulky moors, without arable land, trees, houfes, or living 
creatures, for numbers of miles. The names of the wild trafts I pafled through were, 
Buachil-ety Corricha-ba, and Bendoran. 

The roads are excellent; but from Fort-William to Kinloch-Leven, very injudici- 
oufly planned, often carried far about, and often fo fteep as to be fcarce funnountable; 
whereas had the engineer followed the track ufed by the inhabitants, thofe incon- 
veniencies would have been avoided. 

Thefe roads, by rendering the Highlands acceflible, contributed much to their prefent 
improvement, and were owing to the induftry of our foldiery; they were begun in 
1723*, under the directions of General Wade, who, like another Hannibal, forced his 
way through rocks fuppofed to have been unconquerable: many of them hang over 
the mighty lakes of the country, and formerly afforded no other road to the natives 
than the paths of lheep or goats, where even the Highlander crawled with difficulty, and 
kept himfelf from tumbling into the far-fubjacent water by clinging to the plants and 
bulhes of the rock. Many of thefe rocks were too hard to yield to the pick-ax, and the 
miner was obliged to fubdue their obftinacy with gunpowder, and often in places where 
nature had denied him footing, and where he was forced to begin his labours, fufpended 
from above by ropes on the face of the horrible precipice. The bogs and moors had 
tikewife their difficulties to overcome; but all were at length conftrained to yield to 
the perfeverance of our troops. 

* Vide p. 100# 
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In fome places, I obferved, that, after the manner of the Romans, they left engraven 
on the rocks the names of the regiment each party belonged to, who were employed in 
thefe works : nor were they lefs worthy of being immortalized than the vexillatio’s oi 
the Roman legions ; for civilization was the conleqtience of the labours of both. 

Ihefe roads begin at Dunkeld, are carried on through the noted pals of Killicrankic, 
by Blair, to Dalnacardoch, Dalwhinie, and over the Coryarich, to Fort Auguftus. A 
branch extends from thence eaftward to Invernefs, and another well ward, over Iligh* 
bridge to Fort Wiiliam. From the laft, by Kinloch-Leven, over the Black Mountain, 
by the King’s houfe, to Tyendrum ; and from thence, by Glen-Urquie, to Inverary, 
and fo along the beautiful boundaries of Loch-Lomond, to its extremity. 

Another road begins near Grief, paffes by Afcerfeldy, croffes the Tay at Tay-bridge, 
and unites with the other road at Dalnacardoch ; and from Dalwhinie a branch paffes 
through Badenoch to Invcrnefs. 

Thefe are the principal military roads: but there may be many others I may have 
overlooked. 

Rode through fbme little vales, by the fide of a final 1 river; and from the appear¬ 
ance of fertility, have feme relief from the dreary Scenes of the reft of the day. Reach 

Tyendrum, a fmaU village. The inn is feated the higheft of any houfe in Scotland. 
The Tay runs eaft, and a few hundred yards further is a little lake, whofe waters run 
weft. A lead-mine is worked here by a level to fome advantage; was difeovered 
about thirty years ago : the viens run S. W. and N. E. 

September 5th, continue my tour on a very fine road on a fide of a narrow vale, 
abounding with cattle, yet deftitute both of arable land and meadow ; but the beafts 
pick up a fuftenance from the grafs that fprings up among the heath. The country 
opens on an approaching Glen-Urquie, a pretty valley, well cultivated, fertile in corn, 
the fides adorned with numbers of pretty groves, and the middle watered by the river 
Urquie: the church is feated on a knoll, in a large ifle formed by the river : the nianfe, 
or minifter’s houfe, is neat, and his little demefne is decorated in the moft advantageous 
places with feats of turf, indicating the content and fatisfaclion ot the poffeffor in the 
lot Providence has given him. 

In the church-yard are feveral grave-ftones of great antiquity, with figures of a war¬ 
rior, each fumiflied with a fpear, or two-handed fword ; on fome are reprefentations of 
the chafe ; on others, elegant fret-work; and on one, faid to be part of the coffin of a 
M‘Gregor is a fine running pattern of foliage and flowers, and excepting the figures, 
all in good tafte. * 

On an eminence on the fouth fide of this vale dwells M'Nabb, a fmith, whofe family 
"have lived in that humble ftation fince the year 144.0, being always of the famepro- 
feflion. The firft of the line was employed by the Lady of Sir Duncan Campbell, who 
built the caftle of Kilchurn when her hufband w'as abfent. Some of their tombs are in 
the church-yard of Glen-Urquie; the oldeft has a hammer and other implements of 
his trade cut on it. At this place I was favoured with feveral Highland proverbs, in- 
ferted in the Appendix. After breakfaft, at a good inn near the village, was there pre- 
fent at a chriftening, and became fponfor to a little Highlander, by no other ceremony 
than receiving him for a moment into my arms: this is a mere a<ft of friendfliip, and no 
effential rite in the church of Scot land. 

Purlue my journey, and have a fine view of the meanders of the river before its union 
with Loch-Aw: in an ifle in the beginning of the lake is the caftle of Kilchurn, which 
had been inhabited by the prefent Lord Breadalbane’s grandfather, ihe great tower 
was repaired by his lordlhip, and garrifoned by him in 1745* f° r t ^ ie f er ™ e °f 

•, Government, 
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govemmeat, in order to prevent the rebels from making ufe of that great pafs crofs the 
kingdom ; but is now a ruin, having lately been (truck by lightning. 

At a place called Hamilton’s pafs, in an inftant burn: on a view of the lake, which 
makes a beautiful appearance; is about a mile broad, and (hews at lead ten miles of its 
length* * * § This water is prettily varied with ifles, fome fo fmall as merely to peep above 
the furface ; yet even thefe are tufted with trees : fome are large enough to afford hay 
and pafturage; and in one, called Inch-hail, are the remains of a convent** On 
Fraoch-Elant, the Hefperides of the Highlands, are the ruins of a caftle. The fair 
Mego longed for the delicious fruit of the ifle, guarded by a dreadful ferpent: the hero 
Fraoch goes to gather it, and is deftroyed by the monfter. This tale is fung in the 
Erfe ballads, and is tranflated and publilhed in the manner of FingaL 

The whole extent of Loch-Aw is thirty miles, bounded on the north by Lorn, a por¬ 
tion of Argyleftiire, a fertile country, prettily wooded near the water-fide. On the 
N.E, are vaft mountains j among them CruachanJ towers to a great height; St rifes 
from the lake, and its Tides are fiiagged with woods impending over it- At its foot is 
the difcharge of the waters of this loch into Loch-Etive, an arm of the fea, after a tur¬ 
bulent courfe of a feries of catara£ls for the fpace of three miles- At Bunaw, near the 
north end, is a large falmon-fifliery j alfo a confiderable iron-foundery, which I fear will 
foon devour the beautiful woods of the country. 

Pafs by Scotftown, a fingle houfe* Dine at the little village of Cladifh* About two 
miles hence, on an eminence in fight of the convent on Inch-hail, is a fpot, called Croif- 
an-t-fleuchd, or the crofs of bowing, becaufe in Popi(h times, it was always cuftomary 
to kneel or make obeifance on firft fight of any confecrated place §. 

Pafs between bills finely planted with feveral forts of trees, Inch as Weymouth pines, 
&c. and after a pi£turefque ride, reach 

Inverary j|, the caftle the principal feat of the Dukes of Argyle, chief of the Camp¬ 
bells ; was built by Duke Archibald ; is quadrangular with a round tower at each cor¬ 
ner ; and in the middle rifes a fquare one glazed on every fide to give light to the fiair- 
cafe and galleries, and has from without a moft difagreeable effedt* In the attic ftory 
are eighteen good bed-chambers: the ground floor was at this time in a manner un- 
furniihed, but will have feveral good apartments* The caftle is built of a coarfe lapis 
ollaris, brought from the other fide of Loch-Fine, and is the fame kind with that found 
in Norway, of which the King of Denmark's palace at Copenhagen is built- Near the 
new caftle are fome remains of the old. 

This place will in time be very magnificent: but at the prefent the fpace between 
the front and the water is dilgraced with the old town, compofed of the moft wretched 
hovels that can be imagined* The founder of the caftle defigned to have built a new 
town on the weft fide of the little bay the houfe (lands on : he finiflied a few houfes, a 
cuftom-houfe, and an excellent inn: his death interrupted the completion of the plan, 
which, when brought to perfection, will give the place a very different appearance to 
what it now bears. 

* The country people are it ill fond of burying here* Infelar interments are fa id to owe their origin to 
the fear people had of having their friends* corpfes devoured by wolves on the main land. 

f This ifland was granted by Alexander III. in 1267, to Giilcrift M*Nacban and his heirs for ever, on 
condition they fhould entertain the King whenever he pafled that way. 

J Or the great heap, 

§ Dmidical ftones and temples are tailed Claehan, churches having often been built on fuch places : to 
go to Claehan is a common Erfe phrafe for going to church* 

j) In the Gallic, Inner-aora, 
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From the top of the great rock Duniquaich is a fine view of the caftle, the lawn 
fprinkled with fine trees, the hills covered with extenfive plantations, a country fertile 
in corn, bordering on the loch, and the loch itfelf covered with boats. The trees on 
the lawn about the eaftle are faid to have been planted by the Earl of Argyle: they 
thrive greatly ; for I obferved beech from nine to twelve feet and a half in girth, pines 
nine, and a teller maple between feven and eight. 

But the bufy fcene of the herring-filhery gave no Ana 11 improvement to the magnifi¬ 
cent environs of Inverary* Every evening # fome hundreds of boats in a manner 
covered the furface of Loch-Fine, an arm of the fea, which, from its narrownefs and 
from the winding of its fhores, has alt the beauties of a frefh water lake : on the week 
days, the cheerful noife of the bagpipe and dance echoes from on board; on the fab- 
bath, each boat approaches the land, and pfalmody and devotion divide the day; for 
the common people of the north aredifpofed to be religious, having the example before 
them of a gentry untainted by luxury and diilipation, and the advantage of being in- 
flrufted by a clergy, who are aftive in their duty, and who preferve refped, amidft all 
the difadvantages of a narrow income. 

The length of Loch-Fine, from the eaftern end to the point of Lamond, is above 
thirty Scotch miles ; but its breadth fcarce two meafured: the depth from fixty to 
feventy fathoms* It is noted for the vaft flioals of herrings that appear here in July and 
continue fill January* The higheft feafon is from September to Chrifhnas, when near 
fix hundred boats, with four men in each, are employed. A chain of nets is ufed (for 
feveral are united) of an hundred fathoms in length. As the herrings fwim at very 
uncertain depths, fo the nets are funk to the depth the fhoal is found to take: the fuc- 
cefs therefore depends much on the judgment or good fortune of the fifhers, in taking 
their due depths ; for it often happens that one boat will take multitudes, while the next 
does not catch a (ingle fifh, which makes the boatmen perpetually enquire of each other 
about the depth of their nets. Thefe are kept up by buoys to a proper pitch ; the ropes 
that run through them fattened with pegs, and by drawing up, or letting out the rope 
(after taking out the pegs) they adjuft their fituation, and then replace them. Some¬ 
times the fifh fwim in twenty fathom water, fometimes in fifty, and oftentimes even at 
the bottom. 

It is computed that each boat gets about 40I. in the feafon. The fifh are either 
faked, and packed in barrels for exportation, or fold frefii to the country people, two 
or three hundred horfes being brought every day to the water-fide from very diftant 
parts* A barrel holds 500 herrings, if they are of the bed kind: at a medium, 700 ; 
but if more, for fometimes a barrel will hold 1000, they are reckoned very poor* The 
prefent price it. 4s* per barrel; but there is a drawback of the duty on fait for thofe 
that are exported. 

The great rendezvous of veffels for the fifhery off the weftern ifles is at Cambeltown, 
in Cantyre, where they clear out on the 12th of September, and fometimes three hun¬ 
dred buffes are feen there at a time: they muff return to their different ports by January 
13th, where they ought to receive the premium of 2I* 10s. per ton of herrings; but it 
is faid to be very ill paid, w r hich is a great difcouragement to the fifhery. 

The herrings of Loch-Fine are as uncertain in their migration as they are on the 
coaft of Wales; they had for numbers of years quitted that water ; but appeared again 
there within thefe dozen years* Such is the cafe with the lochs on all this weftern coaft, 
not but people defpair too often of finding them, from one or two uofuccefsful trials in 

* The fifhery is carried oa in the night, the herrings being then in motion* 
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the beginning of the feafon; perhaps from not adj ufting their nets to the depth the 
fifh happen then to fwim in; but if each year a fmall veffel or two was fent to make a 
thorough trial in every branch of the fea on this coaft, they would undoubtedly find 
Ihoals of fifti in one or other. 

Tunnies *, called here mackrel-fture, are very frequently caught in the herring fea¬ 
fon, which they follow to prey on. They are taken with a ftrong iron hook faftened to 
a rope and baited with a herring; as loon as hooked lofe all fpirit, and are drawn up 
without any refiftance: are very active when at liberty, and jump and frolic on the fur- 
face of the water. 

September 7. Croffed over an elegant bridge of three arches upon the Aray, in front 
of the caftle, and kept riding along the fide of the loch for about feven miles : faw in 
one place a flioal of herrings, clofe to the furface, perfectly piled on one another, with a 
flock of gulls bufied with this offered booty. After quitting the water-fide the road is 
carried for a confiderable way through the bottoms of naked, deep and gloomy glens. 
Afcend a very high pafs with a little loch on the top, and defcend into Glen-Crow, the 
feat of melancholy, feldom cheered with the rays of the fun. Reach the end of Loch- 
Long, another narrow arm of the lea, bounded by high hills, and after a long courfe 
terminates in the Firth of Clyde. 

Near this place fee a houfe, very pleafantly fituated, belonging to Colonel Campbell, 
amidft plantations, with feme very fertile bottoms adjacent. On afeending a hill not 
half a mile farther, appears 

Loch-Lomond. North Britain may well boaft of its waters; for fo ftiort a ride as 
thirty miles prefents the traveller with the view of four moll magnificent pieces. Loch- 
Aw, Loch-Fine, Loch-Long, and Loch-Lomond. Two indeed are of l'alt-water ; but, by 
their narrnwnefs give the idea of frefh-water lakes. It is an idle obfervation of travel¬ 
lers, that feeing one is the fame with feeing all of thele fuperb waters ; for almoft every 
one I vifited has its proper characters. - 

Loch-Leven is a broad expanfe, with itles and cultivated fhores. 

Loch-Tay makes three bold windings, has fteep but Hoping Ihores, cultivated in 
many parts, and bounded by vaft hills. 

Loch-Rannoch is broad and ftrait, has more wildnefs about it, with a large natural 
pine wood on its fouthera banks. 

Loch-Tumel is narrow, confined by the Hoping fides of fteep hills, and has on its 
weftern limits a flat, rich, wooded country, watered by a moft ferpentine lfream. 

The Loch of Spinie is almoft on a flat, and its fides much indented. 

Loch-Moy is fmall, and has foft features on its banks, amidft rude environs. 

Loch-Nefs is ftrait and narrow; its Ihores abound with- a wild magnificence, lofty, 
precipitous, and wooded, and has all the greatnefs of an Alpine lake. 

Loch-Oich has lofty mountains at a fmall diftance from its borders ; the Ihores in¬ 
dented, and the water decorated with ifles. 

Loch-Loch, wants the ifles; its Ihores Hope, and feveral ftraiths terminate on its 

banks. 

Loch-Aw is long and waving: its little ifles tufted with trees, and juft appearing 
above the water, its two great feeds of water at each extremity, and its Angular lateral 
difeharge near one of them, fufficiently mark this great lake. 

Loch-Lomond, the laft, the moft beautiful of the Caledonian lakes. The firft view 
£>f it from Tarbat prefents an extenfive ferpentine winding amidft lofty hills: on the 


* Br. Zool. III. No. 135. 
P 2 


north 


108 pennant’s TOUR IN SCOTLAND. 

north barren, black, and rocky, which darken with their lhade that contracted part of 
the water. Near this gloomy traft, beneath Craig Rofton, was the principal feat of' 
the M‘Gregors, a murderous dan, infamous for exceffes of all kinds; at length, for a 
horrible mafiacre of the Colquhouns * * * § , or Cahouns, were profcribed, and hunted down 
like wild heafts; their very name fuppreffed by a a of council t; fo that the remnant, 
now difperfed like Jews, dare not even fign it to any deed. Their pofterity are ftill 
faid to be diftinguifhed among the clans in which they have incorporated themfelves, 
not only by the rednefs of their hair, but by their ftill retaining the mifchievous difpofi- 
tions of their anceftors. 

On the weft fide the^ mountains are clothed near the bottoms with woods of oak quite 
to the water edge; their fummits lofty, naked and craggy. 

On the eaft fide the mountains are equally high, but the tops form a more even ridge 
parallel to the lake, except where Ben-Lomond J, like Saul amidft his companions, 
overtops the reft. The upper parts were black and barren ; the lower had great marks 
of fertility, or at leaft of induftry, for the yellow corn was finely contrafted with the ver¬ 
dure of the groves intermixed with it. 

This eaftem boundary is part of the Grampian hills, which extend from hence 
through the counties of Perth, Angus, Mearns, and Aberdeen. They take their name 
from only a fingle hill, the Mons Grampius of Tacitus, where Galcacus waited the ap¬ 
proach of Agricola, and where the battle was fought fo fatal to the brave Caledonians. 
Antiquarians have not agreed upon the particular fpot $ but Mr. Gordon § places it 
near Comrie, at the upper end of Strathern, at a place to this day called Galgachan- 
moor. But to return. 

The road runs fometimes through woods, at others is expofed and naked; in feme 
fo fteep as to require the fupport of a wall; the whole work of the foldiery: bleffed 
exchange of inftruments of deftruftion for thofe that give fafety to the traveller, and a 
polilh to the once inacceffible native. 

Two great headlands covered with trees Separate the fir ft fcene from one totally dif¬ 
ferent : the laft is called the Point of Firkin. On palling this cape an expanfe of water 
burfts at once on your eye, varied with all the fofter beauties of nature. Immediately 
beneath is a flat covered with wood and corn : beyond, the headlands ftretch far into 
the water, and confift of gentle rifings j many have their furfaces covered with wood, 
others adorned with trees loofely fcattered either over a fine verdure, or the purple 
bloom of the heath. Numbers of iflands are difperfed over the lake of the fame ele¬ 
vated form as the little capes, and wooded in the fame manner; others juft peep above 
the furface, and are tufted with trees ; and numbers are fo difpofed as to form magni¬ 
ficent villas between. 

Oppofite Lufs, at a fmall diftance from Ihore, is a mountainous ifle almoft covered 
with wood ; is near half a mile long, and has a moll fine effefh I could not count the 

* Vide Appendix* 

+ In the lit of Charles I, c. 30. there was a ftridtadt again ft thefe people confirming all former a&s of 
council again it them, fupp re fling the name, and obliging them to make compearance yearly on the 24th of 
July before the council after fifteen years of age, to find caution or otherwayes if they be denounced for 
their failzy, declaring them to be intercommuned, and that none refort or aflift them * and the adt con- 
ftitutea feveral juftices in that part againtt them. In 1661, this was refcinded, but revived again in the firft 
parliament of William and Mary, and the a£l reciffory annulled. Abridge A£U of Parliament, 45. I think 
that the aft has been lately wholly repealed* 

J Its height is 3240 feet. 

§ I tin. Septent* 33. The rcafone again ft the opinion of this able antiquary will be given in the other 
volumes* 

number 
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number of iflands, but was told there are twenty-eight: the largeft two miles long, and 

flocked with deer. . 

The length of this charming lake is twenty-four Scotch miles ; its greatelt breadth 
eight; its greatelt depth, which is between the point of Firkin and Ben-Lomond, is a 
hundred and twenty fathoms. Befides the fiffi common to the lochs are guiniads, called 

here poans. , 

At this time -were living at the little village of Lufs the following perfons, molt 
amazing inflances of cotemporary longevity j and perhaps proofs of the uncommon 
healthinefs of the place. Thefe compofe the venerable lilt: 

Rev. Mr. James Robertfon, minifter, aged - - 90 


Mrs, Robertfon, his wife, .... 86. 

Anne Sharp, their fervant, .... 94, 

Niel Macnaughtan, kirk-officer, - 86. 

Chriftian Gay, his wife, - 94 - 

Walter Maclellan, - - - - - go. 


The country from Lufs * to the fouthern extremity of the lake continually improves j 
the mountains fink gradually into final! hills ; the land is highly cultivated, well planted, 
and well inhabited. I was ltruck with rapture at a fight fo long new to me : it would 
have been without alloy, had it not been dalhed with the uncertainty whether the moun¬ 
tain virtue hofpitality, would flourifh with equal vigour in the fofter fcenes, I was 
on the point of entering on; for in the Highlands every houfe gave welcome to the 
traveller. 

On the road fide near Lufs is a quarry of mod excellent flates; and near the fide of 
the lake, about a mile or two farther, is a great heap of Hones in memory of St. Mac- 
Keffog, biffiop and confeffor, who fuffered martyrdom there A. D. 520, and was 
buried in Comftraddan church. 

The vale between the end of the lake and Dunbarton is unfpeakably beautiful, very 
fertile, and finely watered by the great and rapid river Leven, the difcharge of the lake, 
which, after a Ihort courfe, drops into the Firth of Clyde below Dunbarton : there fs 
fcarcely a fpot on its banks but what is decorated with bleacheries, plantations, and 
villas. Nothing can equal the contraft in this day’s journey, between the black barren 
dreary glens of the morning ride, and the foft fcenes of the evening, iflands worthy of 
the retreat of Armida, and which Rinaldo himfelf would have quitted with a figh. 

Before I take my laft leave of the Highlands, it will be proper to obferve that 
every entrance into them is ftrongly marked by nature. 

On the fouth, the narrow and wooded glen near Dunkeld inftantly fhews the change 
of country. 

On the eaft, the craggy pafs of Bollitir gives a contracted admiffion into the Gram¬ 
pian hills. . 

On the north, the mountains near Loch-May appear very near, and form what is 
properly ftyled the threlhold of the country ; and on the 

Weft, the narrow road impending over Loch-Lomond forms a moft charaCteriftic 
entrance to this mountainous traCt. 

But the Erfe or Gallic language is not confined within thefe limits; for it is fpoken 
on all fides beyond thefe mountains. On the eaftern coaft it begins at Nairn ; on the 
weftern extends over all the ifles. It ceafes in the north of Caithnefs, the Orkneys, 
and the Shetland iflands t; but near Loch-Lomond, is heard at Lufs, at Buchanan, 
eaft of the lake, and at Rofeneth, weft of it. 

« A tolerable inn ott the borders of the lake. 

In the Shetland ilka are ftill foine remains of the Norfe, or old Norwegian language. 
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The traveller, who has leifore, fhould ride to the eminence of Millegs, to fee the rich 
profpedl between Loch-Lomond and the Clyde. One way is feen parr of the magnifi¬ 
cent lake, Ben-Lomond and the vail mountains above Glen-Crow. On the other hand 
appears a fine reach of the Clyde, enlivened with Ihipping, a view of the pretty feats of 
Rofeneth and Ardincapel, and the bufy towns of Port-Glafgow and Greenock. 

Crofs the ferry over the Leven at Bonnel, and after a ride of three miles reach 

Dunbarton, a finall but good old town, feated on a plain near the conflux of the 
Leven with the Firth of Clyde; it confifts principally of one large ftreet in form of a 
crefcent. On one fide is the tolbooth, and at the fouth end the church with a fmallfpire 
fteeple; it had been collegiate, was founded about 1450 by Ifabel Countefs of Lenox 
and Dutchess of Albany, and was dedicated to St. Patrick, who was born in this county. 
The waites of the town are bag-pipes, which go about at nine o’clock at night and five 
in the morning. , 

The caftle is feated a little fouth of the town on a two-headed rock of a ftupendous 
height, rifing in a ftrange manner out of thefands, and totally detached from every thing 
elfe; is bounded on one fide by the Clyde, on the other by the Leven. On one of ihe 
fummits are the remains of an old light-houfe, which fome fuppofe to have been a Roman 
pharos; on the other, the powder magazine : in the hollow between is a large well of 
water fourteen feet deep. The fides of the rocks are immenfe precipices, and often 
hang over, except on the fide where the governor’s houfe ftands, which is defended 
by walls and a few cannon, and garrifoned by a few invalids. Itfeems to have been 
often ufed as a ftate prifon: the Regent Morton was fecured there previous to his trial. 
From its natural flrength, it was in former times deemed impregnable; fo that the 
defperate but fuccefsful fcalado of it in 1571 * may vie with rhe greateft attempts of 
that kind, with the capture of the Numidian fortrefs, in the Jugur thine war, by Marius, 
of the more horrible furprife of Fefcamp t, by the gallant Bois-rofe. 

The Britons in very early times made this rock a fortrefs ; for it was usual with 
them after the departure of the Romans to retreat to the tops of craggy inacceffible 
mountains, to forefts, and to rocks on the fhores of the fea: but Boethius makes the 
Scots poffefled of it fame ages prior to that, and pretends that it refilled all die efforts of 
Agricola, who laid fiege to it. It certainly may claim a right to great antiquity, for 
Bede declares it to have been the beft fortified city the Britons had during his days. Its 
ancient name was Alcluid, or Arcluid, or the place on the Cluid. But in after-timesit 
acquired the name of Dun Britton, being the laft place in thefe parts held by the Bri¬ 
tons againft the uforping Saxons. In 756, reduced by famine, it was furrendered to 
Edbert King of Northumberland. 

From the fummit of this rock is a fine view of the country, of the town of Dunbarton, 
the river Leven, the Frith of Clyde (the Glota of Tacitus) here a mile broad, and of the 
towns of Greenock and Port-Glafgow, on the oppolite fliore. The bufinefs of this 
country is the fpinning of thread, which is very confiderable. There is alfo a great fal- 
mon fifhery : but in this populous country, fo great is the demand for them that none 
can be fpared for curing. Gilfes come up the river in June, and continue in plenty 
about twenty days; and many falmon trout are taken from March to July- Phinocs, 
called here yellow fins, come in July, and continue about the fame fpace of time as the 
gilfes: the fifhermen call them the young of fome great fea trout. During May, 
parrs appear in fuch numbers in the Leven, that the water feems quite animated with 
them. There are befides in that river, perch and a few poans 

* Robcrtfon’s Hift. Scotland, II. 8vo. Guthrie’s, VII. 331. f Sully’s Memoirs, Vol. I. Book VI. 

+ At Dunbarton I was informed by perfons of credit, that fwallows have often been taken in midwinter, 
in a torpid ftate, out of the fteeple of the church, and alfo out of a land-bank over the river Endrich, near 
Loch-Lomond. 
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Sept. 8. Pafs by the mins of Dunglas * cafUe, near the banks of the Clyde, which 
meanders finely along a rich plain full of barley and oats, and much inclofed with good 
hedges, a rarity in North Britain. At a diftance are fome gentle rifings, interfperfed with 
woods and villas belonging to the citizens of Glafgow, Grofs the water of Kelvin at 
the village of Partic, and foon after reach 

Glafgow.—The beft built of any modem fecond-rate city I ever faw ; the houfes of 
ft one, and in a good tafte, The principal ftreet runs eaft and weft, and is near a mile 
and a half long, but unfortunately is not ftrait, The tolbooth is large and handfome. 
Next to that is the exchangd ; within is a fpacious room with full length portraits of 
all our monarchs fince James L ; and an excellent one, by Ramfay, ol Archibald Duke 
of Argyle, in a judge's robe. Before the exchange is a large equeftrian ftatue of King 
William. This is the broadeft and fineft part of the ftreet \ many of the houfes are 
built over piazzas, but too narrow to be of much fervice to walkers. Numbers of 
other ft reels crofs this at right angles, and are in general well built. 

The market-places are great ornaments to this city, the fronts being done in a very 
fine tafte, and the gates adorned with columns of one or other of the orders. Some 
of tbefe markets are for meal, greens, fifh, or fieftt. There are two for the laft which 
have conduits out of feveral of the pillars, fo that they are conftantly kept fweet 
and clean. 

Near the meal market is a public granary, to be filled on any apprehenfion of 
fcarcenefs. 

The guard-houfe is in the great ftreet, which is kept by the inhabitants, who re¬ 
gularly do duty* An excellent police is obferved here, and proper officers attend the 
markets to prevent any abufes. 

The old bridge over the Clyde confifts of eight arches, and was built 400 years ago 
by biffiop Rea ; another is now built. The tide flows three miles higher up the 
country, but at low water is fordable* There is a plan for deepening the channel, for 
at prefent the tide brings up only very fmall vefTels ; and the ports belonging to this 
city lie feveral miles lower, at Port-Glafgow and Greenock, on the fide of the Firth* 

Near the bridge is a large alms-houfe, a vaft nailery, a ftone-ware manufadhire, and a 
great porter brewery, which fupplies fome part of Ireland. Within fight, on the fouth 
fide are collieries, and much coal is exported into the laft mentioned ifland, and into 
America. 

The great imports of this city are tobacco and fugar ; of the former, above 40,000 
hogfheads have been annually imported, and mod part of it again exported into France 
and other countries. The manufa&ures here are linens, cambrickst, lawns, tapes, 
fuftians, and ftriped linens ; fo that it already begins to rival Manchefter, and has, in 
point of conveniency of its ports, in refped to America, a great advantage over it. 

The college is a large building, with a handfome front to the ftreet, refembling fonie 
of the old colleges in Oxford, Charles I. lubfcribed 200b towards this work, but was 
prevented by the troubles from paying it; but Cromwell afterwards fulfilled the de¬ 
ft gn of the royal donor. It was founded in 1450 by James II. Pope Nicholas V. gave 
the bull, but Bifhop Turnbull fupplied the money. There are about 400 ftudents be¬ 
longing to the college, who lodge in the town ; but the profefibrs have good houfes in 
the college. Young gentlemen of fortune have private tutors, who have an eye to 
their conduft; the reft live entirely at their own difcretion. 

* A Britifh word ; Dun glas, or the grey-hill, 

f The greateft cambrick manufacture is now at Paifley, a few iniles from this city. 
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The library is a very handfome room, with a gallery round it, fupported by pillars. 
That beneficent nobleman the firft Duke of Chandos, when he vifited the college, gave 
500I. towards building this apartment. 

Meffrs. Robert and Andrew Foulis, printers and bookfellers to the univerfity, have 
inftituted an academy for painting and engraving ; and, like good citizens, zealous to 
promote the welfare and honour of their native place, have at a vaft expence formed a 
molt numerous col left ion of paintings from abroad, in order to form the tatte of their 
eleves. 

The printing is a very confiderabie branch of bufinefs, and has long been celebrated 
for the beauty of the types and the corredtnefe of the editions. Here are preferved 
in cafes numbers of monumental and other {tones*, taken out of the walls on the Ro¬ 
man Rations in this part of the kingdom ; fome are well cut and ornamented ; moil 
of them were done to perpetuate the memory of the vexii/atio, or party who performed 
fuch or fuch works ; others in memory of officers who died in the country. 

The cathedral is a large pile, now divided into two churches. Beneath, and deep 
underground, is another, in which is alfo divine fervice, where the congregation may 
truly fay, clamavi e profundis : the roof is fine, made of ftone and fupported by pillars, 
but the beauty much hurt by the crowding of the pews. Near this is the ruin of the 
caftle, or bilhop’s palace. 

The new church is a very handfome building with a large elegant porch, but the 
outfide is much disfigured by a {lender fquare tower; and, in general, the fteeples of 
North Britain are in a remarkable bad tafte, being, in faft, no favourite part of archi¬ 
tecture with the church of Scotland. The infide of that juft fpoken of is moft neatly 
finiftied, fupported by pillars, and very prettily ftuccoed : it is one of the very few 
exceptions to the flovenly and indecent manner in which Prefbytery keeps the houfes 
of God ; reformation in manners of religion feldom obferves mediocrity, here it was 
outrageous ; for a place of worlhip commonly neat was deemed to favour of Popery ; 
but, to avoid the imputation of that extreme, they run into another ; for in many 
parts of Scotland our Lord feems ftill to be worlhipped in a liable, and often m .1 
very wretched one. Many of the churches are thatched with heath, and in fome places 
are in fuch bad repair as to be half open at top ; fo that the people appear to worlhip, 
as the Druids did of old, in open temples. 

Sept. 10. Went to fee Hamilton Houfe, twelve miles diftant from Glafgow; ride 
through a rich and beautiful corn country, adorned with fmall woods, gentlemen s 
feats, and well watered. Hereabout I faw the firft muddy ftream fince I had left Edin¬ 
burgh ; for the Highland rivers running generally through a bed of rock or pure 
gravel, receive no other taint, in the greateit floods, than the brown cryftallme tinge ol 

the moors, out of which they rife. . , _ . A 

See on the weft, at a little diftance from the road, the rums of Bothwell caftle, 
the bridge, remarkable for the Duke of Monmouth’s victory over the rebels m 1679. 
The church was collegiate, founded by Archibald Earl of Douglas, 1398, and is, . 
heard t, oddly incrufted with a thin coat of ftone. ....... . ; 0 

Hamilton Houfe, or Palace, as it is called here, is feated at the end of a W > S 

a large difagreeable pile of building, with two deep wings at right angles with the centre; 
The gallery*is of great extent, and furniffied (as well as fome other rooms) with moft 
excellent pointings: that of Daniel in the lion’s den, by Rubens, is a great performance. 

* Several have been engraven by the artifta of the academy ™ ** 

honour of prefenting me withafet. + Bifliop Pocoek a Manu p vj'jjg 
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The fear and devotion of the prophet is finely expreffed by his uplifted face and eyes* 
his clafped hands* his fwelling mufcles, and the violent extcnfion of one foot ; a lion 
looks fiercely at him with open mouth, and feems only reftrained by the Almighty 
power from making him fall a victim to his hunger ; and the fignal deliverance of Daniel 
is more fully marked by the number of human bones flattered over the floor* as if to 
fcew the infiant fate of others* in whofe favour the Deity did not interfere. 

The marriage-feaft* by Paul Veronefe* is a fine piece; and the obflinacy and re¬ 
finance of the intruder* who came without the wedding-garment* is firongly expreffed. 

The treaty of peace between England and Spain in the reign of James L by Juan do 
Pantoxa, is a good hiftorical picture. There are fix envoys on the part of the Spaniards* 
and five on that of the EngUlb* with their names infcribed over each; the Englilh 
are the Earls of Dorfet, Nottingham, Devonfhire, Northampton, and Robert Cecil. 

Earls of Lauderdale and Lanerk fettling the covenant, both in black* with faces full 
of puritanical folemnity* 

Several of the Dukes of Hamilton. James Duke of Hamilton, with a blue ribband 
and white rod. His fon* beheaded in 1649. His brother* killed at the battle of Wor» 
certer. The Duke who fell in the duel with Lord Mohun. 

Fielding, Earl of Denbigh *, his hair grey, a gun in his hand, and attended by an 
Indian boy. It feems perfectly to flart from the canvas* and the a&ion of his counte¬ 
nance looking up has matchlefs fpirit. He commanded the fleet in two expeditions 
for the relief of Rochelle. In the hft* which was in 1628* he found an inferior fleet 
of the French king’s lying before the harbour. Thefe he promifed the befieged to 
deftroy as foon as a high tide and fit wind concurred. Both happened ; but* hiftead 
of attacking the enemy* he made an inglorious retreat* and was purfued by a few 
French fhips even to our own coafts. Yet* on the breaking out of the civil war* he 
behaved on land like a flout and gallant foldier ; and died fighting valiantly in the 
royal caufe in April 1643* in a (kirmith not far from Birmingham. It is remarkable*, 
that in the battle of Edge-bill* his fun* efpoufing the contrary fide* afted in the wing 
in which his father was polled. 

His daughter married James Marquis (afterwards Duke) of Hamilton. Both their 
portraits are in this palace. 

Old Duke of Chateiberault, with an order about his neck. 

Two half lengths in black; one with a fiddle in his hand, the other in a grotefque 
attitude ; both with the fame countenances* good* but fwarthy, miftakenly, called Da¬ 
vid Rizzo’s ; but I could not learn that there was any portrait of that unfortunate man. 

Maria Dei gratia Sectorum Regina^ 1586. Jit. 43. a half length ; a ftiflf figure* in 
a great ruff, auburn hair* oval but pretty full face* of much larger and plainer features 
than that at caftle Braan* a natural alteration from the increafe of her cruel ufage, and 
of her ill health ; yet ftill with a refemblance to that portrait. It was told me here* 
that fhe fent this picture* together with a ring* to the Duke of Hamilton* a little before 
her execution. 

A head, Aid to be Anna Balien* very handfome* drefied in a ruff and kerchief 
edged with ermine, and in a purple gown ; over her face a vei], fo tranfparent as not 
to conceal 

The bloom of young defire and purple light of love. 


* The peiTtm who (hewed the houfe called him governor of Jamaica; but that mtift be a miflafce. If 
any errors appear in my account of any of the pictures, I flatter myfelfit may be excufed ; for fo me times 
they were (tawti by ftrvanit; fotnetimea the owners of the houfe were fo obliging aa to attend me, whom 
I could not trouble with a number of queftione* 
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Earl Morton, Regent of Scotland. 

The rough reformer John Knox. 

Lord Belhaven, author of the famous fpeecii againft the Union. 

Philip II. at full length, with a ft range figure of Fame bowing at his feet, with a 
label and this motto. Pro merente adjlo. 

About a mile from the boufe, on an eminence, above a deep wooded glen, with the 
Avon at its bottom, is Chatelherault; fo called from the ellate the family once pof- 
feffed in France, is an elegant banqueting-houfe, with a dog-kennel, gardens, &c. and 
cqjnmands a fine view of the country. The park is now much inclofed $ but I am 
told, that there are ftill in it a few of the breed of the wild cattle, which Boethius * 
fays were peculiar to the Caledonian foreft, were of a fnowy whitenefs, and had mimes 
tike Hons ; they were at this time in a diftant part of the park, and I loft fight of them. 

Returned to Glafgow. 

Sept. 11. Crofted the country towards Sterling. Paffed through the village of Kyl- 
fith, noted for a victory gained by Montrofe over the Covenanters. Through a bog, 
where numbers of the fugitives periflied, is now cutting part of the canal that is to join 
the firths of Forth and Clyde. Saw the fpot where the battle of Bannocburne was 
fought, in which the Englilh under Edward II. had a lhameful defeat. Edward was fo 
affured of conqueft, that he brought with him William Bafton, a Carmelite, and fa¬ 
mous poet, to celebrate his victory j but the monarch was defeated, and the poor bard 
taken and forced by the conqueror, mvifd Minervd , to fing his fuccefs, which he did 
in filch lines as thele : 

Hie eapit, h'tc rapit , hie terit, hit ferity ecce dokres ; 

Vox tonal; as fonat; hie ruit ; hit luit; arfto mode res. 

Hie fecat ; hie necat; hie docet; hit nocet; ijie fugatur: 

Hie latety hie patet; hie premit , hie gemit; hie fuperatur. 

At this place that unfortunate monarch James III. was defeated by his rebellions 
fubjedts; in his Sight fell down from his horfe, and, bruifed by his fall, was drawn into 
a neighbouring mill, and foon after affalfinated by a prieft called in to receive his con- 
felfion, and afford him fpiritual afliftance. 

Went through the fmall town of St. Ninian f, a mile fouth of Sterling. The church 
had been the powder-magazine of the Rebels; who, on their return, blew it up in 
fuch hafte, as to deftroy fome of their own people, and about fifteen innocent fpec- 
tators. 

Sterling and its caftle, in refpeft of fituation, is a miniature of Edinburgh; is placed 
on a ridged hill or rock, rifing out of a plain, having the caftle at the upper end on a 
hmh precipitous rock. Within its walls was the palace of feveral of the Scotch kings, 
a fquare building, ornamented on three Tides with pillars refting on grotefque figures 
projefting from the wall, and on the top of each pillar is a ftatue, feemingly the work 
of tancy. Near it is the old parliament houfe, a vaft room 120 feet long, very high, 
with a timbered roof, and formerly had a gallery running round the infide. Below 
the caftle are the ruins of the palace belonging to the Earls of Mar, whofe family had 
once the keeping of this fortrefs. There are ftill the Erlkine arms, and much orna- 

* “ Gignere folk ea fdva boves candidiflimos in Fomam leoois jubam habentes, cattera manfoetia fimilli. 
mas veto adeo fe r bs,” &c. Defer. Regni Scotia:, fol. xi. _ . . 

y Apoftle of the Pifts, fon of a prince of the Cumbrian Bntams, converting the Fitts as tar an the 

Grampian hills- Died 43 1 * * 


PENNANT’a TOUR IN SCOTLAND. 


mental carving on parts of it. The town of Sterling is inclofed with a wall; the 
ftreets are irregular and narrow, except that which leads to the caftle. Here, and at 
the village of Bannocburne, is a confiderable manufacture of coarfe carpets. 

From the top of the caftle is by far the fineft view in Scotland. To the eaft is a vail 
plain rich in corn, adorned with woods, and watered with the river Forth, whofe mean¬ 
ders are, before it reaches the fea, fo frequent and fo large, as to form a multitude of 
moft beautiful peninfulas; for, in many parts, the windings approximate fo clofe as to 
leave only a little ifthmus of a few yards. In this plain is an old abby, a view of Alloa, 
Clackmannan, Falkirk, the Firth of Forth, and the country as far as Edinburgh. On 
the north, the Ochil-hills, and the moor where the battle of Dumblain was fought. 
To the weft, the ftraith of Menteith, as fertile as the eaftern plain, and terminated by 
the Highland mountains, among which the funimit of Ben-Lomond is very confpicuous. 

The Sylva Caledonia, or Caledonian foreft, begun a little north of Sterling, and 
palling through Menteith and Strathern, extended, according to Boethius, as far as 
Athol on one fide, and Lochabar on the other. It is very flightly mentioned by the 
antients * ; but the fuppofed extent is given by the Scottifh hiftorian. 

Lie at Falkirk, a large ill-built town, fupported by the great fairs for black cattle 
from the Highlands, it being computed that 24,000 head are annually fold here. There 
is alfo a great deal of money got here by the carriage of goods, landed at Carron 
wharf, to Glafgow. Such is the increafe of trade in this country, that about twenty 

£ ears ago not three carts could be found in the town, and at prefent there are above a 
undred that are fupported by their intercourfe with Glafgow. 

In the church-yard, on a plain ftone, is the following epitaph on John de Graham, 
ftyled the right hand of the gallant Wallace, killed at the battle of Falkirk in 1298 j ; 

Here lies Sir John the Grame both wight and wife, 

Anc of the chief refkewit Scotland thrife, 

Ane betier knight not to the world was lent, 

£Jor was gnde Grame of truetb* and of hardiment. 

Tvlente mamique potens, et Vallte fidus Achates 
Conditnr hie Gram us bcllo iuterfedlus ab Angjfu. 

22 Jut it, 129S. 

Near this is another epitaph* occafioned by a fecond battle of Falkirk* as difgrace- 
ful to the Englifh as the other was fatal to the Scots : the firfl was a well difpoted 
combat; the laft, a panic on both Tides, for part of each army flew, the one weft* 
the other eaft, each carrying the news of their feveral defeats, while the total definition 
of our forces was prevented by the gallant behaviour of a brigadier* who with two 
regiments faced fuch of the rebels as kept the field, and prevented any further ad¬ 
vantages. The epitaph I allude to is in memory of Sir Robert Monro the worthy chief¬ 
tain 

* By Pliny, lib. fv. c. id and Eumemua, in his Panegyric on Confianrim, c* 7* 
y Fought between Falkirk and Carron works, at a place called to this day Graham's Moor, 

^ Conditur hfic quod' potent mori 
Roberti Monro de poulis, Eq Bar, 

Gent is fui P rincipia 
Militum Tribum; 

Vita in caflris cnrmqne Britannica 
Hontfte prodmfla 
Pro Libmate nrligione Patr ias 
In acie hpneftiffime defun^lS 
Props Falkirk Jan xviiL 1 iEt. 

Viriutis confdiique fama 

1* .. , la 
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tain of that loyal clan, a family which loft three brothers the fame year in fupport of 
tile royal caufe. Sir Robert being greatly wounded in the battle was murdered in 
cool blood by the rebels, with his brother Dr. Monro, who, with fraternal piety, was 
at that time drefling his wounds} the third was aflaflinated by mi [take for one who 
well deferved his death for fpontaneous barbarities on Highlanders approaching ac¬ 
cording to proclamation to furrender their arms. 

1 have very often mentioned fields of battle in this part of the kingdom ; fcarce a 
fpot has efcaped unftained with gore; for, had they no public enemy to contend with, 
the Scots, like the Welfh of old, turned their arms againft each other. 

Carron iron-works lie about a mile from Falkirk, and are the greateft of the kind 
in Europe : they w-ere founded about eight years ago, before which there was not a 
fingle houfe, and the country a mere moor. At prefent, the buildings of all forts are 
of vaft extent, and about twelve hundred men are employed. The iron is fmelted 
from the (lone, then caft into cannon, pots, and all forts of utenfils made in foun- 
deries. This w*ork has been of great fervice to the country, by teaching the, people 
induftry and a method of Jetting about any fort of labour, which, before, the common 
people had fcarce any notion of. 

Carron wharf lies on the Forth, and is not only ufeful to the works, but of great 
fervice even to Glafgow, as confiderable quantities of goods de(lined for that city are 
landed there. The canal likewife begins in this, neighbourhood, which, when effected, 
will prove another benefit to thefe works. 

At a fmall diftance from the founderies, on a little riling above the river Carron, 
flood that celebrated antiquity called Arthur’s Oven, which the ingenious Mr. Gor¬ 
don * fuppofes to have been a facellum, or little chapel, a repofitory for the Roman 
infignia, or ftandards.} but, to the mortification of every curious traveller, this match- 
lefs edifice is now no more; its barbarous owner, a Gothic knight, caufed it to be de- 
molilhed, in order to make a mill-dam with the materials, which, within lefs than a 
year, the N aides, in refentment of the facrilege, came down in a flood, and entirely 
■fwept away. 

Sept. 12. Saw near Callandar-Houfe fome part of Antoninus’s Wall, or, as it is 
called here, Graham’s Dyke f. The vallum and the ditch are here very evident, 
and both are of great fize, the laft being forty feet broad, and thirteen deep : it ex¬ 
tended from the Firth of Forth to that of Clyde, and was defended at proper diftances 
by forts and watch-towers, the work of the Roman legions under the command of 
Lollius Urbicus, in the reign of Antoninus Pius. According to Mr. Gordon, it began 


In Montanorum cobortis Pncfe&ura 
Quamdiu prselmm Fonton^dm memorabitur 
Perduratura ; 

Ob amiciuam et ftdem amicis 
FI urn an l tat e try clcmentiamque adverfariis 
Bcnevolcntram bonitatemque omnibus* 
Trucidantibus etiam. 

In perpetuum defideranda. 

-Duncan rs Monro de Obfalde* M. D, Jit. 59, 
Prater Fratrem linquere fugiena, 

Saucfam curanSj idles inermis 
Co mm one ns cohone flat Urnam, 


* Itin. Septentr. p, ?4> tab. h. 

f So called from Graham, who h fa id to have firft made 
of the Romani out of Britain, Vide Boethius* c%xxi. 


a breach !n tli is wall foon after the re [re at 
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at old Kirk Patrick on the Firth of Clyde, and ended two miles welt of Abereorri* on 
the Firth of Forth, being in length 36 miles, 887 paces* 

Failed through Burrowfionefs, a town on the Firth, enveloped in fmoke from the 
great fait* pans and vaft: collieries near it. The town-hoiifeis built in form of a caftle. 
There is a good quay, much frequented byfhippingj for confiderable quantities of 
coal are Cent from hence to London $ and there are befides fame Greenland ihips* 
belonging to the town/ 

Ride near Abercorn. called by Bede the monaftery of Abercurnig; of which no 
mention is made in the accounts of the Scotch religious boufes, nor has there been for 
many centuries the leafl remains; for Buchanan fays, that none of any kind were to 
be met with even in his time, except the ruins of a tower belonging to the Douglafes* 

Reach Hopeton-Houfe, the feat of the Earl of Hopetoun ; a houfe begun by Sir 
.William Bruce, and finished by Mr, Adams, is the handfomeft I law in North Britain : 
the front is enriched with pitaflers, the wings at fome diftance joined to it by a beauti¬ 
ful colonade; one wing is the ftables, the other the library* In the laft is a Angle 
piece of lead ore weighing five tons, got out of his Lordihip’s mines at the Lead- 
hills, 

The great improvements round the houfe are very extenfive, but the gardens are 
fiill in the old tafte; trees and fhrubs fucceed here greatly, among others were two 
Portugal laurels thirty feet high. Nothing can equal the grandeur of the approach to 
to the houfe, or the profpeft from it- The fit nation is bold, on an eminence, com¬ 
manding a view of the Firth of Forth, bounded on the north by the county of Fife $ 
the middle is chequered with iflands, fuch as Garvey, Inch Keith f, and others ; and on 
the fouth-eaft is a vaft command of Eaft Lothian, and the terminating object, the great 
conic hill of North Berwick. 

The whole ride from Sterling to Queen’s Ferry (near Hopeton-Houfe) is not to be 
paralleled for the elegance and variety of its profpe&s ; the whole is a compofition qf 
all that is great and beautiful; towns, villages, feats, and antient towers decorate each 
bank of that fine expanfe of water the Firth $ while the bufy feenes of commerce and 
rural economy are no final! addition to the fiill life. The lofty mounains of the High¬ 
lands form a diftant but auguft boundary towards the north-weft, and the eaftern view 
is enlivened with fhrps perpetually appearing or vanifhing amidft the numerous ifles* 

Pafs by QueenVFerry:; fall into the Edinburgh road, and finifh this evening in that 
capital, a moll agreeable and profperous tour. It was impoflible not to recal the idea 
of what I had feen; to imagine the former condition of this part of the kingdom, and 
to compare it with the prefen t ft ate, and, by a fort of fecond-fight, make a probable 
conjecture of the happy appearance it will affume in a very few years. Nor could I 
forbear repeating the prophetic lines J of Aaron Hill, who feemed feized with a like 
reverie. 

* This year the whale fifhery began to revive; which for a few years pail had been fo unfucccefsful, 
that fevcral of the adventurers had thoughts of difpoling of their fhips. Perhaps the whales had till this 
year defined thofe teas * for Marten, p, of his voyage to Spitsbergen, remark*, That thefi animal?, 
either weary of their place, or finable of their own danger, do often change their harbours }i 

+ This file k oppofite to Leith. By order of council, in 1497, all venereal patients in the neighbour* 
hood were tranfported there, ne quid detrimenti res publica caperel. Jt is remarkable, that this difordcr, 
which was thought to have appeared in Europe only four years before, ftumld make fo quick a progrefs. 
The horror of a difisfc, for which there was then fuppofed to be no cure, mail have occasioned this atten¬ 
tion to flop the contagion j for even half a century after, one of the firft monarch? of Europe, Francis L 
fell a vidlim to it. The order h fo curious, that we have given it a place in the Appendix. 

} Written on a window in North Britain. 

Once 
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Once more, O North ! I view thy winding Ihores, 

Climb thy bleak hills arid crofs thy dulliy moor). 

Impartial view thee with an heedful eye. 

Yet dill by nature, not by cenfure try. 

England thy filler is a gay coquet, 

Whom art enlivens, and temptations whet: 

Rich, proud, and wanton, (lie her beauty knows, 

And in a coitfcious warmth of beauty glows : 

Scotland comes after, like an unripe fair. 

Who fighs with anguilh at her filler’s air; 

Uiiconfcioua, that lhe’11 quickly have her day, 

And be the toad when Albion’s charms decay. 

Sept. 18. After a few days experience of the fame hofpitality in Edinburgh that t 
- had met with in the Highlands, I continued my journey fouth, through a rich corn 
country, leaving the Pentland hills to the weft, whofe fides were covered with a fine 
turf. Before 1 reached Crook, a finall village, the country grew worfe ; after this, it 
affumed a Highland appearance, the hills were high, the vales narrow, and there was 
befides a great fcarcity of trees, and hardly any corn; inftead, was abundance or good 
pafturage for fheep, there being great numbers in thefe parts, which fupply the north 
of England. The roads are bad, narrow, and often on the edges of precipices, im¬ 
pending over the river Tweed, here an inconfiderable ftream. Reach 

Moffat, a fmall neat town, famous for its fpaws; one faid to be uferul in lcrophu- 
lous cafes, the other a chalybeate, which makes this place much refcrted to in fuminer. 
Doftor Walker, minifter of the place, fhewed me in jnanufcnpt hisi natural hiftory of 
the Weftern Illes, which will do hint much credit whenever he favours the world 

Here the unfortunate nobleman Lord Vifcount Kenmure fet up the Pretenders 
ftandard on the rath of Oftober 1715, in fatal compliance with the importunities ot 

the difaffefted Lowlanders. . n . 

The country between Moffat and Lockerby is very good, a mixture of downs and 
corn-land, with a few fmaH woods; the country grows quite flat and very unpleasant; 
but inceffant rains throughout my journey from Edinburgh, rendered ”27 

tour both difagreeable and unedifying. Crofs a fmall river called the Sa.k, which di¬ 
vides the two kingdoms, and enter Cumberland. , 

About three miles farther crofs the Elk over a handfome ftone bridge, and he at the 
fmall village of Longtown. The country is very rich in com, but quite bare ot uees, 
and very flat. Near this village, at Netherby, are the ruins of a Roman ftation-, where 

ftatues, weapons, and coins are often dug up. .... 

Crofs the Eden to Carlifle, a pleafant city, furrounded with walls, like Chefter, but 
they are very dirty, and kept in bad repair. The caftle is ament, but makes a good 
appearance It a diftance: the view from it is fine, of rich meadows, at this time co- 
vered with thoufands of cattle, it being fair-day. The Eden here forms two bi anthes, 

and infulates the ground; over one is a bridge of four, ov ®F 4 ® ^ ? ^ .. r>. 

arches. There is befides a profpeft of a rich country, and a diftant view of Cold-mils, 

Crofs-fells, Skiddaw, and other mountains. . ,, , , . t „. *,j v,„ 

The cathedral * is very imperfoft, Cromwell having pulled down part to build bar¬ 
racks with the materials? There remains feme portion that was built in the Saxon 
times, with very maffy pillars and round arches. The reft is more modern, find 

* Begun By Walter, deputy of thefe parts, under William Rufus S but the new choir was noi founded 
till about 1354; have 
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have been built in the reign of Edward III. who had in one part an apartment to 
lodge in. The arches in this latter building are iharp pointed ; the eaft window re¬ 
markably fine. 

The manufactures of Carlifle are chiefly of printed linens, for which near 3000I. 
per ann. is paid in duties. It is alfo noted for a great manufacture of whips, which 
employs numbers of children. 

Salmons appear in die Eden in numbers fo early as the months of December and 
January ; and the London, and even Newcaftle markets are fupplied with early fifli 
from this river ; but it is remarkable, that they do not vifit the Elk in any quantity 
till April, notwithftanding the mouths of both thefe waters are at a finall diflance from 
each other. I omitted in its proper place an account of the Newcaftle fiihery, therefore 
infert here the little I could collect relating to it. The fifb feldoin appear in the Tyne 
till February: there are about 34 filheries on the river, befides a very confiderable 
were, and the whole annual capture amounts to about 36,000 fifli. I was informed 
that once the fifli were brought from Berwick, and cured at Newcaftle ; but at pre- 
fent, not with Handing all goes under the name of Newcaftle falmon, very little is taken 
there, in comparifon of what is caught in the Tweed. 

The country near Carlifle confifts of fmall inclofures, but a little farther -on, to¬ 
wards Penrith, changes into coarfe downs. On the eaft, at a diftance, are ridges of 
high hills running parallel to the road, with a good inclofed country in the inter¬ 
vening fpace. Above Penrith is a rich inclofed tract, mixed with hedge-row trees and 
woods. On the fouth-weft, a profpeCt of high and craggy mountains. After I left 
Lockerby, Nature, as if exhausted with her labours, in the lofty hills of Scotland, 
feemed to have lain down and repofed herfelf for a confiderable fpace 4 but here began 
to rife again with all the fublimity of Alpine majefty. 

Between the twelfth and thirteenth mile-ftones is Plumpton. Plumpton park was 
leafed by Henry VIII. to Jack Mufgrave, Captain of Bewraith, an active man in his 
day, who fettled on five of his fons as many tenements. 

Old Penrith, the antient Bremetenreium and Vorada of Antonina, flood in this pa- 
rifli. On the road fide, Hoping towards the river Petrel, the vallum, fofs, and gates 
are ftiil very vifible; and alfb great ruins of a town. The fort is called Caftle deeds; 
the town Old Penrith. Camden copied feveral inferiptions, for which I refer to his 
Britannia and to Dr. Burn’s Hiftory of this county. Here are the faint veftiges of a 
military road which points towards Kefwick and joined another, which were by Elen- 
borough and Papcaftle to Amblefide. This ftation was alfo the Berada of the Raven- 
nas; and was garrifoned by a Cuneus Armaturarum, a cohort of the Ala Petriana, a 
body of horfe completely armed, mentioned in the notitia, fo mull have been ftationed 
here very late in the Roman empire. 

About four miles farther is Penrith, &c. an antient town, feated at the foot of a 
hill: is a great thoroughfare for travellers, but has little other trade, except tanning, 
and a fmall manufacture of checks. In the church-yard is a monument of great anti¬ 
quity, confuting of two {tone pillars eleven feet fix inches high, and five in circum¬ 
ference in the lower part, which is rounded; the upper is fquare, and tapers to a 
point; in the fquare part is fome fret-work, and the relievo of a crofs, and on the in¬ 
terior fide of one is the faint reprefentation ot fome animal. Both thefe ftones are 
mortifed at their lower part into a round one; they are about fifteen feet afunder ; 
the fpace between them is inclofed on each fide with two very large but thin femi- 
circular ftones; fo that there is left a walk between pillar and pillar of two feet in 

10 breadth- 
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breadth. Two of thefe leffer ftones are plain, the two other have certain figures at 

prefent fcarce intelligible. 

Thefe ftones feem to have been monumental, and are evidently chriftiun, as appears by 
by the crofs on the capital: fable lays that they were to perpetrate the memory of 
Cefarius, a hero of gigantic ftature, whole body extended from (tone to ftone: but 
it is probable, that the lpace marked by tbefe columns contained feveral bodies, or 
might have been a family fepulchre. 

Not far from thefe pillars is another called the Giant’s thumb, five feet eight inches 
high, with an expanded head perforated on both fides; from the middle the ftone 
rifes again into a leffer head rounded at top, but no part has a tendency to the figure 
of a crofs, being in no other part mutilated } fo that it is difficult to judge of the ufe or 
delign of this pillar *. 

The church is very neat: the galleries fupported by twenty ftones, each ten feet 
four inches high, and four feet two inches in circumference. On one of the walls is 
this melancholy record of a peftilence that wafted the country in the latter end of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth : 

A. D. M.DXCVIII ex gravi pefte qnre regionibus hifce incubuft, obierunt apud Penriih 2260. Ken- 
dal *500. Richmond 22cQ, Carlifle i igt> f, 

Po fieri 

avortite vea ct vlvite. 

On confulting a very old regifter kept in this parifh it appears that the plague raged 
here for fifteen months; from the 22d September 1597 to jth January 1598, and that 
only 680 perfons were buried in the pariih during that time. It feems therefore pro¬ 
bable that Penrith mull have been the centre of fome particular diftrift, and that the 
numbers recorded on the wall mull comprehend all that died within that fpace. Pen¬ 
rith now contains about 2000 fouls. At a medium, 63 have died annually the laft ten 
years, or 630 in the whole. In the ten years preceding the peftilence there were only 
686 funerals; fo that there was no great difference between the number of inhabitants 
at that and the prefent time. Some centuries previous to this Penrith had another vifit- 
ation of the fame nature. When the Scots under the Earl of Douglafs in 1380 made 
an inroad into Cumberland, they furprized this place at the time of the fair j, and re¬ 
turned with imtnenfe booty ; but fullered feverely in confequence, for they introduced 
into their country the plague contracted in this town, which fwept away one third of the 
inhabitants of Scotland 

Thecaftleis at the Ikirts of the town, and now very ruinous. It appears not to have 
been of a high antiquity; for in acompromife of certain differences between Henry III. 
and Alexander King of Scotland, it was ftipulated that Henry ftiould grant to Alexander 
200 Iibrates of land in Northumberland or Cumberland, iffo much of Henry’s land could 
be found in any of the places where no caflle was fituated ; and Penrith was part of this' 
grant. Richard Duke of Gloucefter, afterwards Richard III. refided frequently at this 
caftle, and either was the founder, or repaired it greatly, for there is no mention of it 
before his time. The feignory of Penrith |j was part of the great eftare he had with his 
Dutchefs Anne (afterwards queen daughter to Richard Nevil the great Earl of War- 

-J- It broke out in Carlifle October 3d, 

§ Guthrie J s Hift, ScotL III. 12 


* Vide tub, iii. oF the ift and 2d editions, 
£ HoJHnlhed 42 8 . 

\\ Buck's Life of Richard IIL 


8 


wick 


pennant’s TOUR IN SCOTLAND. 


wick. By his refidence here and his magnificent mode of living he gained great popu¬ 
larity in the north, and he feemed to depend greatly on the troops n'om that part, tor 
he caufed five thoufand to march from thence to London to fupport his coronation. 
On his death, this and other neighbouring manors reverted to the crown : and remain¬ 
ed in that ftate, till they were granted by King William to his favourite Bentinck Earl of 

Portland. . 

The cattle was difmantled by Cromwell, but it^does not appear in any hdtory to have 

fuftained a fiege. . . 

In this town lives Mifs Calvin ofexquifite fkill and accuracy in painting of plants and 
flowers: a heaven-born genius obfeure and unknown l 

Full many a gem of pureft ray ferene, 

The dark imfathomM cares of ocean bear : 

Full many a flower h born to blufti unfeen, 
iind walls its fweetnefs in the defert air. 

She communicated to me a moft beautiful drawing of a fpecies of water-ouzel (hot 
in the neighbouring fells. It was lefs than the common kind, and the tail fhoner. 
The throat white, croffed below with a duiky band: the belly mottled with black and 
white; the upper part of the neck, the back, and coverts of the wings, duiky, fiightly 
edged with white : tail and primaries black. 

Crofs over the Eimot at Eamont bridge. The river and bridge take their name from 
the Saxon Ea or Eye, water, and mont, as the water flows out of a mountainous re¬ 
gion. On paffing the bridge I* immediately enter the county of 


WESTMORELAND. 


September 2 t. At a fmall diftance beyond the bridge, near the road fide, is the circle 
called Arthur's round table* confifiingof a high dike of earth* and a deep fofs witmn, 
furrounding an area twenty-nine yards in diameter. There are two entrances exaftly 
oppofiteto each other; which interrupt the ditch in thofe parts filled to a level with the 
middle. Some fuppofe this to have been defigned for tilting matches, and that the 
champions entered at each opening. Perhaps that might have been the purpofe of it; 
for the fize forbids one to fuppofe it to be an encampment. . > _ 

A little to the north of this, on the ftimmit of a fmall hill, is Mayborough, a vatt 
circular dike of loofe ftones s the height and the diameter at the bottom is ftupendous: 
it Hopes on both tides, and is entirely formed of pebbles, fuch as are collefted out of 
rivers. There is an entrance on the eaft fide leading into an area eighty-eight yards m 
diameter. Hear the middle is an upright ftone nine feet eight inches high, and feven- 
teenin circumference in the thickell part. There had been three more placed fo as to 
form (with the other) a fquare. Four again flood on the fides of the entrance, viz. 
one on each exterior corner ; and one on each interior; but, excepting that at prefent 
remaining, all the others have long fince been blafted to clear the ground. 

The ufe of this accumulation Teems to have been the feme with that called Bryn-gwyn 
at Trer Dryw in Anglefea*, a fupreme confiftory of Druidical admimftration, as the 
Britilh names import That in Anglefea is conftmaed m the feme manner with this; 
but at prefent there are no remains of columns m the interior part Tradition is entirely 
filent about the origin of this place: nothing can be collected from the name, which 
is Saxon, and given long after its conftruttion. 


* Mona Antiqua, ad cd. 90. 
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Almoft oppofite to Mayborough on the Cumberland fide of the Eirnot is avail cairn 
or tumulus, compofcd of round (tones, and furrounded with large grit ftones of dif¬ 
ferent fizes, fome a yard fquare ; which all together form a circle lixty feet in diameter. 

Crofs the Lowther or Loder, and in about three or four miles diitance pafs Clifton 
Moor, where the rebels in 1745 facrificed a few men to fave the reft of their army. 

Reach Shap or Heppe, a long village with the ruins of the priory of Premonftrenfian 
canons and its beautiful tcwer placed in a fequeftered bottom to the north-weft of the 
road. The religious of this houfe were originally placed at Prefton in Kendal by 
Thomas fon of Gofpatric ; and afterwards removed to this valley, which in old times 
was called the v alley of Mary Magdalene, and was granted to them by Robert de 
Veteripont in the thirteenth year of King John. 

On the common near the road fide half a mile beyond the village are certain large 
circles, and ovals formed of fmall ftones : and parallel to the road commences a double 
row of granites of immenfe fizes, crofted at the end by another row, all placed at fome 
diftance from each other. This alley I may call it, extended once above a mile; pafs- 
ing quite through the village; perfons now living remember to have feen fome ftones 
that formed part of the lines, but now blafted in order to clear the ground. The fpace 
between the lines at the fouth end is eighty-eight feet: they converge towards each 
other, for near Shap the diftance decreafes to fifty-nine feet; and it is probable that they 
met and concluded in a point forming a wedge. That this monument was Danitb may¬ 
be inferred from the cuftom of the Northern nation of arranging their recording 
ftones in forms that they feemed to determine Ihould be exprelEve of certain events: 
thofe that were placed in a ftrait and long order commemorated the emulations of 
champions: fquares lliewed equeftrian conflicts: circles, the interments of families: 
wedge-ftiaped, a fortunate victory *. Succefs might have attended the Northern in¬ 
vaders in this place, which gave rife to their long arrangement: the fall of fome con- 
fanguineous heroes in the aftion caufed the grateful tribute of the ltony circles, _ 

Pafs over Shap fells, more black, dreary and melancholy than any of the Highland 
hills, being not only barren, but deftitute of every piaurefque beauty. This gloomy 
fcene continues for feveral miles: leave on the right the narrow valley of Long Sladale, 
and at a diftance the mountain of Kenmere fell, famous for its flate quarries. The 
profpefl grows more chearful within a fmall diftance of 

Kendal, a large town, feated in a beautiful valley prettily cultivated, and watered by 
the river Ken. The principal ftreet is above a mile long, running north and fouth; 
the houfes old and irregular, moftly plaiftered. Yet the whole has an air of neatnefs 
and induftry without the leaft oftentation of wealth ; none appear meanly poor, 
or infultingly rich. The number cf inhabitants is about feven thoulandj chiefly en¬ 
gaged in manufactures of Jinfies, worfted ftockings woven and knit, and a coarfe fort 
of woollen cloth called cottons, fent to Glafgow, and from thence to Virginia for the 
ufe of the negroes. The carding and the friezing mills, the rafping and cutting of log¬ 
wood by different machines are well worth feeing 1 and the tenter fells all round the 
town, where the cloth is ftretched, fliew the extent of the manufadures, which employ 
great quantities of wool from Scotland and Durham. _ 

Yet the place labours under great difad vintages ; the country near it yields no corn 
except oats: the fuel is in general peat; for the coals being brought from Wigan and 
other diftant places, coft nineteen Ihillings per ton: yet notwithftanding, it has flourifhed 
in manufactures from the time of Richard the Second to the prefent; Camden honouis 
it with this encomium, Lanifidi Gloria ,, et Indufiria pracellem . 


• Olaus Magnus de Gent. Septcntr. lib. i. c. 18. 
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hr of a native of this town who 
? the celebrated traveller* was 
xman and dyer, a reputable and 


ary, E^ypt, and the Holy-had > 
ig^r of being either depredai; 
Oxford, 


I am furprized that Doctor Bum fliould omit ri: 
would have done honour to any country. Thomas oft 
born here in 1693. He was ten of Gabriel ShaV, &■- 
profitable bufinefs. The merit of bis travels in Barfr 

arejuftlyin the higheft eftimatioa*, an 1 bey. - .. „ 

or fuperfeded. He became fellow of Queen’s Coll .'go* Oxford, and was promoted to 
the headlhip of Edmund Hall, and in 175 ; died in high reputation for knowledge, 
probity, and pleafantry. TIis countenance Was grotefque, but marked inoft ftronglv 
with jocularity and good humour, fo as t o dsffiil'e into the company the full effects of 
his innocent and milructive mirth. The print prefixed to his works is a faithful repre¬ 
fen tation of this excellent and able character. 

The church is large, divided into five allies. The meft remarkable tomb is one in th'e 
altar form of black marble, with various arms on the fide and end, fuppofed to be that 
of William Parr, anceftor of William Parr Marquis of Northampton, and his filler 
Queen Catherine, wife to Henry VIII. . - 

q-jjg ru ; ns 0 f the caflle are on the fummit of a round hill on the eall fide of the town. 
It is of great antiquity; but the founder is not known. It appears to me to have been 
built on an artificial mount raifed on the top of the hill, with a deep fofle round the 
bafe. The barony of Kendal was granted by William the Conqueror to Ivo de Tale- 
bois! one of his followers, whofe defeendants frequently refuted in the callle. From 
them it palled by marriage to the Roffes, and from them to the Parrs : and when in 
their poffeffion Catherine afterwards Oueen of England was born here ; a lady who 
had the good fortune to defeend to the grave with her head, in all probability merely 
by outliving her tyrant. It does not appear that this callle fullained any fiege: but in. 
1774 the Scots, under Duncan Earl of Fife, entered and plundered the town, broke 
open the churches, put all the inhabitants to the fword, fparing neither age nor fexf. 

Take a very pleafant walk to Water-Crook, a mile diftant, along the fides of the 
Ken This had been die Concangium of the Noiftia, a ftatioa on the eall fide of the 
liver whofe veftiges are alraoll worn away by the plough. Altars, coins, and other, 
antiquities have been found here. I fiiwm the walls or the bam of th*. faim houle, the 
monumental infeription preferved by Mr. Horfely, p. 300, fuppofed by him to have 
been in memory of two freed-men ; and that there was added the penalty of a fine on 
any who prefumed to bury in that fepulchre. Here is preferved an altar un-inferibed, 
but ornamented with beautiful fefloons: and I alfo faw the remains of the ftatue fup- 

pofed of Bacchus or Silenus. ' 

Crofs the river and walk over fome fine meadows. Pals by tome large round hil¬ 
locks one appearing artificial: afeend to gain the heights, above the town : leave below 
me near thefkirts a well called the Anchorite’s, probably from fome hermitage once in. 
its neighbourhood. Reach Caftlehow hill, a great artificial mount above the town* 
and oppofite to the caflle. The fummit is flat: juft within its verge is a circular ditch; 
and another tranfverfe, probably the place of the foundation of a tower. Round the 
bafe is a deep fofsand high dike, and on the eaft -fide of the dike two baftions to give 
it additional ftrength. Immediately below is a fpot called Battle place, but tradition 
does not Dreferve the reafon of the name. 

At a very fmall diftance from Kendal I crofted the Ken; purfued my journey over 
End-moor, and paffed through the townfliip of Prefton Richard, in the parifli of 
Haverfham, remarkable for being, from the reign of Henry II. to that of Edward III. 


* See Briiifh Zoology, i- p< 216. 410- or 25$* $vo* 
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a fpace of two hundred years, owned by perfons of the name of Richard de Preffom. 
Soon after, went through the fmall market town of Burton in Kendal, in the parilhof 
Burton, the moil fouthern of any in Weftmoreland. At a fmall. diftance enter 

LANCASHIRE. 

After travelling an uninterefting ftage reach; its capital Lancaster, a large and well 
built town, feated on the Lune, a river navigable for Iblps of 250 tons as high as the- 
bridge. The Cultom-houfe is a fmall but moll elegant building,, with a portico fup- 
ported by four Ionic pillars, on a moll beautiful plain pediment; There is a double 
flight of Heps, a ruftic furbaie and coins ; a work, that does much credit to Mr. Gillow, . 
the architect, an inhabitant of this town. 

The church is feated on an eminence, and commands an extenfive but not a pleafing 
view. The cattle is entire, the courts of juftice are held in it; and it is alfo the county 
jail. The front is very magnificent, confifts ,of two large angular towers, with a hand* 
fome gateway between. 

Eleven miles farther is the village Garftang, feated on a fertile plain, bounded on the 
eaft by the fells, on the weft by Petting mofs, which formerly made an eruption like 
that of Solway, The adjacent country is famous for producing the fineft cattle in all 
the county. A gentleman in that neighbourhood has refuted 30 guineas for a three 
year old cow: calve? of a month old have been fold for 10: and bulls from 70 to 
100 guineas, which have afterwards been hired out for the feafon for 30; fo, notwith- 
Handing his misfortune, well might honeft Bamaby celebrate the cattle of this place. 

Vcni Garftang ub£ imta 
Sunt Armenia fronts lara* 

Yeni Garftang, ubi male 
Intrans forum btftiale. 

Forte vaccillando vico 
Hue et illuc cum amico*. 

* In Juvencae dorfum rui 

Cujua cornu l«fus fuL 

A little to the eaft is a ruined tower, the remains of Grenehaugh cattle, built, as 
Camden fuppofes, by Thomas Stanley firft Earl of Derby, to protect himfelffrom the 
outlawed nobility, whofe eftates had been granted him by Henry VII. 

September 3 2d, haftened through Prefton, Wigan, Warrington, and Chefter, and 
finifhed my journey with a rapture of which no fond. parent can be ignorant, that of 
being again reftored to two innocent prattlers after an abfence equally regretted by all 
parties. 


APPENDIX.— Number I.' 

Of Scotch Pines. 

By James Farquh arson, Efq. ; of Invercawlxl 

IT is generally believed that there are two kinds of fir trees, the produce of Scot¬ 
land, viz. the red or reiinous large trees, of a fine grain, and hard folid wood : the 
other, a white wooded fir with a much ftnaller proportion of refin in it, of a coarfer 
grain, and a foftfpongy nature, never comes to fuch a fize, and much more liable to 

decay. 
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decay. At firfi: appearance, this would readily denote two diftinft fpecies, but I am 
convinced that all the trees in Scotland, under the denomination of Scotch fir, are the 
fame j and that the difference of the quality of the wood, and fize of the trees, is cer¬ 
tainly owing to circumftances, fuch as the climate, fituation, and foil they grow in. 
Thefe fineft fir-trees appear in the mod mountainous parts of the Highlands of' Scotland, 
in glens or on fidesof hills generally lying to a northerly afpeft, and the foil of a hard 
gravelly confidence, being the natural produce of thefe places ; the winged feeds are 
Scattered in quantities by the winds, from the cones of the adjacent trees, which expand 
in April and May, with the heat of the fun j thefe feedlings when young, rife extremely 
clofe together, this makes them grow ftraight, and free from fide branches of any fize, to 
the height of 50 or 60 feet before they acquire the diameter of a foot: even in this pro- 
grefs to height, they are very flow, occafioned by the poornefs of the foil, and the num¬ 
bers on a fmall furface, which I may fay makes them in a conflant date of war for their 
fcanty nourilhinent, the ftronger and tailed by degrees overtopping the weaker, and 
when the winds blow they lafli againfl one another; this affifts in beating off any hori¬ 
zontal branches that might damage the timber with knots, as well as by degrees crufhes 
the overtopped trees. In fuch ft ate of hoftility they continue ftruggling until the 
mafter trees acquire fome fpace around them j then they begin to {hoot out in a more 
bufhy manner at the top, gradually lofing their fpiral form, increafing afterwards 
more in fize of body then height, fome acquiring four feet diameter, and above fixty 
feet of height to the branches, fit for the fineft deal board. The growth is extremely 
flow, as is plainly proved by the fmallnefs of the grain of the wood, which appears dif- 
tindly in circles, from the centre to the bark. Upon cutting a tree overclofe at the 
root, l can venture to point out the exa£t age, which in thefe old firs comes to an amaz¬ 
ing number of years, I lately pitched upon a tree of two feet and a half diameter, as 
this is near the fize of a planted fir of fifty years of age mentioned, and I counted ex¬ 
actly two hundred and fourteen circles or coats, which makes this natural fir above four 
times the age of the planted one. Now as to planted firs, thefe are raifed firfi in drefled 
ground from the feed, where they ftand two feafons or more, then are planted out in 
the ground they are to 'continue in at regular diftances, have a clear circumference 
round them for extending both roots and branches; the one gives too quick nourifh- 
ment to the tree which /hoots out in luxuriant growths, and the other allows many of 
the branches to fpread horizontally, fpoiling the timber with knots ; befides, this quick 
growth occafions thefe thick yearly circular coats of wood, which form a coarfe grain, 
of a fpongy foft nature. The juices never after ripen into a proportional quantity 
their refinous prefervative balm: fo that the plantations decay before the wood acquires 
age, at a valuable fize, and the timber when ufed in work has neither flrength, beauty, 
nor duraiion. I believe the climate has likewife a great fhare in forming the nature of 
the bell wood, which I account for in the following manner. The moll mountainous 
parts of the Highlands, particularly the northerly hanging fituations, where thefe fine 
fir trees are, have a much fhorter time of vegetation than a more foutherly expofure, 
or the lower open countries, being lhaded by high hills from the rays of the fun even 
at mid-day for months together, fo that with regard to other vegetables nature vifibly 
continues longer in a.torpid flats there than in other places of the fame latitude. 
This dead ftate of nature for fo long a time yearly appears to me neceffary to form the 
flrength and health of this particular fpecies of timber. No doubt they may at firfi 
fhow a gratefulnefs for better foil and more fun by /hooting out fpontaneoufly, but if 
the plant or tree is fo altered by this luxury that it cannot attain any degree of perfec¬ 
tion fit for the purpofes intended, the attempt certainly proves in vain. 


From. 
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From what is faid above, it is not at all my intention to diffuade from planting Scotch fir, 
but to encourage thofe that have the properfoil and fituation to do fo, being of opinion 
that where thefe circumftances agree, and there, planting not in lines, but irregularly and 
thicker than common, the trees will come to be of equal fize and value with the natu¬ 
ral ones. In confidence of this, I have planted feveral millions on the fides of hills out 
of reach of feed from the natural firs, 

APPENDIX.—Number II. 

Of Elgin and the Shire of Murray. 

By the Rev. Mr, Shaw, Minifter of Elgin. 

THE parifh of Elgin can afford little matter for anfwering Mr. Pennant’s queries, 
and therefore I extend my view through the whole province or country of Murray, ex¬ 
tending by the coaft from the river of Spey to the ealt, to the river of JBeauly to the weft, 
which is the boundary of the province of Rofs: and extending to the fouth-wefl: as far 
as the north end of Loch-Lochy, and comprehending the countries of Strathfpey, Bade- 
noch, Strathern, Strath-nairn, and Strath-nerick,-all which were the feats of the an¬ 
cient Moravienfes. I fhall make my anfwers to the queries in order, and advance no¬ 
thing but w hat confifls with my perlonal knowledge, or for which I have unqueltionable 
authority. 

I. This province is naturally divided by the rivers of Spey, Loffey, Findern, Nairn, 
Net's, and Beauly. The river of Spey rifing on the borders of Lochaber is more than 
fixty Scotch miles, or a hundred Englilh in length, but too rapid to be navigable. 
Upon this river great floats of fir and birch wood are carried down to the firth ; the 
float is guided by a man fitting in a courach, of which Solinus, cap. 22. fays of the 
Irifh, “ Navigant vimineis alveis, quos circumdant ambitione tergorum bubulomm,” a 
fhort but exa£t defcription of the courach. It is in fliape oval, about four feet long and 
three broad, a fmall keel from head to ftern, a few ribs crofs the keel, and a ring of 
pliable wood round the lip of it, the whole covered with the rough hide of an ox or a 
horfe. The rower fits on a tranfyerfe feat in the middle, and holds in his hand a rope, 
the end of which is tied to the float, and with the other hand he manages a paddle, and 
keeps the float in deep water and brings it to fhore when he pleafes. The rivers of 
Loffey, Findern and Nairn, have nothing remarkable in them, but the river of Nefs is 
ofefervabie on the following accounts, viz. It runs from Loch-Nefs, a lake 23 miles 
long, and from 2 to 3 broad ; this loch is fed by a river running from Loch-Eoch, into 
which a river falls from Loch-Garric, into which a river enters from Loch-Queich: 
Loch-Nefs and the river running from it never freeze, but the water is warm in the 
keenefl: froft. There are many other lakes in this province, of which one called the 
lake Dundelchack is remarkable: the inhabitants of the neighbourhood told me that 
this lake is never covered with ice before the month of January, but in that month and 
February one night’s ftrong froft covers it all over with ice: this lake Hands in the parilh 
of Durris, within two miles of Loch-Nefs. O11 the ealt fide of Loch-nefs, a large mile 
above the loch, is the water-fall of Foher, where the river Feach Len falls over a deep 
rock about 80 feet in height; and the water breaking upon the {helves, rarifies like a 
fog. In this province are ieveral chalybeate mineral fprings, as at Tinland in Lambride 
parifh, at Auchterblare in Duthel parifh, at Relugos in Edenkeely parifh, at Muretown in 
Invemefs parilh. 
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II. In the parilh of Drainie there is a large cave open to the fea, of a confiderabie 
length, breadth, and height. There are many natural caves in the hills, within which 
hunters, herds and thieves take fhelter in time of florin: there is an artifical cave in the 
lands of Rails in Badenoch, in which fugitives and thieves were wont to reft; but it is 
now demolilhed in part. Of the mountains in this province I fiiall name but two or 
three: the Carngorm in Strathfpey is remarkable for its height, and for the ftones found 
upon it; I have feen thefe ftones of blue, green, yellow, and amber colours; fome fo 
large as to make big fnuff-boxes or fmall cups; fome of a hexagonal or pentagonal 
figure, and tapering to a point at each end. Thefe are now well known to the curious 
and to jewellers. Another mountain is Benalar in Badenoch, which I imagine is the 
higheft ground in Scotland, for waters running from it fall into the fea at Dundee, at 
Inverlochv, and at Gar modi in Murray. On the weft fide of Loch-Nefs there is a hill 
called Meafuarvoney: Mr. Gordon the geographer was impofed upon by being told 
that it is two miles perpendicular above the lake, and that on the top of it, there is a 
fmall lake which could never be founded, and communicates with Loch-Nefs: but I 
can afftire you it is not near one mile above the loch, and there is no fuch lake on the 
top of it. For picfurefque feenes, worth drawing, I know none except Loch-Nefs : 
with the rocks, woods, cafcades of rills of water, and fome plots of corn land, on both 
fides of the loch, which make a delightful feene to one failing the loch in the King’s 
yatcht, or in a barge. 

HI. No earthquake, that I can learn, was ever felt in this province. No whirlwind 
any way remarkable: there are feveral echoes, but fcarcely worth the mentioning,. 
About the 1733 or 4, flalhesof lightning fo ftruck the lioufe of Innes near Elgin, as by 
entering into crevices in the wall to drive out big ftones, likewife to rent a confiderabie 
long vault, and to tofs a large cap-ftone above forty yards from the houfe, as the late Sir 
Harry Innes of that ilk told me. 

IV. The common difeafes in our country are fevers, rheums, cold, fcrofula, hyfteric 
and hypocondriac; bites of ferpents, and mad dogs. Our natural phyfieians cure 
fevers, by making the patient drink plentifully of barley water or wangrels, and when 
the fever rifes high the patient drinks a large draught of cold water which brings out a 
profufe fweat, that ends in a crifis. For rheums, they twice a-day bathe the part af¬ 
fected, pouring cold water upon it, and after it is dried, rubbing it till it is warm, and 
covering it with plaiding or flannel. For colds, they keep bed for two days, drinking 
warm, and if they fweat not, they take the cold bath in a river or brook, which produces 
fweat. The fcrofula they find incurable, but in young perfons, by wafiiing often with 
lime water, it cures in a few years. Hyfterics and hypocondriacs, in my opinion, are 
the effects of tea, coffee, floth and lazinefs, but thefe dileafes are never known in our 
Highlands. When one is bit by a ferpent or fnake, if he can reach the wound, he fucks 
the blood, covers the wound, and often foments the part wounded, and members 
round it, with a decoCtion of the buds and leaves of afli trees. When one is bit by a 
mad dog, as often happens in the Highlands, he with a razor immediately cuts out the 
flefli of the part wounded, fucks the blood in plenty, and covers the wound with a hand- 
full of cobwebs: .or if he has not courage to cut out the flefli, and thereby to prevent 
the poifon from mixing with the blood, he caufesthe wound to be well fucked, and then 
foments it with warm oil or melted butter. 1 have i'een thefe cures performed with re¬ 
markable fuccefs. We have had, fifty years ago, a terrible difeafe called the Civans, 
which broke out int© blotches infeveral parts of the body, and often turned into a gan¬ 
grene in the face; this difeafe was brought by the military returning from Flanders, 

and 
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and was cured only by a plentiful falivation with mercury, but now wc are happfly 
free from ir. 

V. In the' parifh of Elgin, William Calanch, a farmer, died about the year 1740, at 
the age of about 119 years j we have had many who lived to an 100 years; we have 
fome who have two thumbs on each hand, or two great toes on each foot. 

VI. and VII. In this town of Elgin the number of inhabitants increafes, occasioned 
by ftrangers living in the borough and many poor people coming from the country 
into it. But in the parifh to landward the number appears to decreafe, by reafon of 
tenants taking up larger farms than formerly : the number noiv is above 5000. 

VIII. The corns raifed in this province are wheat, barley, oats, peas and beans, and 
rye. Of thefe in good years we have enough to ferve the country, and to export above 
20,000 bolls, befides ferving the High land countries. Our manufactures are linen in 
confiderable quantities, wool and common fluffs, and now at Invernefs a flourilhing 
fail manufactory, and a ropery. Our fifhery is confiderable, for of white or fea-fifh 
there is great plenty to ferve the country and towns, and foraetimes to export a little. 
And our falmon on the rivers of Spey, Findern, Nefs, and Beauly, ferves the towns 
and country, and we export annually to the value of about 12,000!. 

IX. Near the frith, the farmers manure with fea ware or weeds, which produces 
richly; in other parts they ufe marie, lime, dung of cattle, and in the Highlands tathing, 
i. e. keeping their cattle in fummer and autumn within pinfolds on barren or relied 
ground, that by their dung they may enrich the foil; and in many parts they ufe 
green earth mixed with the dung of black cattle and horfes. 

X. We cultivate fome hemp, much flax, of which we not only make linen for home 
confumption, -and have three bleaching fields within the province, befides private 
bleaching, but we fell great quantities of linen yarn to the merchants of Glafgow and 
others. We likewife cultivate potatoes in great plenty to ferve the country. 

XL From the Lowlands of the province few or no cattle are fent out of the country, 
but from the Highland glens and valleys, feveral hundreds of black cattle, fome horfes, 
but no fwice, are annually fold into England and the fouthern counties of Scotland. 

XII. There are in this province feveral final! mounts or motes, of which I cannot 
determine whether any of them be artificial or not; they generally Hand about 40 paces 
one from another; I flial! name only the following: viz. Near the town of Elgin 
are two little mounts called the fliooting-buts, and two of the fame kind are near the 
kirk of Petty. I am inclined to think, that, before the invention of fire-arms, thefe 
■were marks for Ihooting at with bows and arrows; but that in time of Druidifm, they 
were the feats on which the Druids met to determine queftions in law and property ; 
and they are in the Gaelic language called Tomavoed, i. e. the court hill; and in the 
ibuth, they are called Laws, as North Berwick Law, Largo Law, &c. I may add the 
Cmnis terra, or Mote-hill at Scoen. We have few military entrenchments worth the 
mentioning, as the Romans encamped little, if at all, fo far north. Druidical circles 
have been very frequent in this province. The ftones were generally about four feet 
in length, and eighteen inches in breadth; for the molt part, the ftones are removed 
by the country people, and I lhall name but one or two; viz. at Stonny-field near In- 
•vernefs, there was a large circle about thirty feet diameter, fome of the ftones as yet 
ftand. In Durris, at the north end ofLoch-Nefs, is a Druid temple of three concentric 
circles : in all thefe druidical circles, there was an ahar-ftone at the centre, but that at 
Durris is taken away, and near the centre is a hollowed ftone, which either was a lam* 
to wafh in, or a bafon to receive the blood of the facrifice. Befides circles, there were 
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many druidical cairns in this country, on which, at their folemn feftivals, they offered 
their facrifices; thefe cairns were about five feet high, and about thirty feet in cir¬ 
cumference, and hedged around with ftones pitted in the earth to prevent the failing 
out of the ftones of the cairn; fuch a cairn ftands in the parifh of Alves, four miles 
from Elgin ; another in the parifh of Birney, two miles from that town ; and twb or 
three near Avemore, in the parifh of Duthel in Strathfpey. From thefe circles and 
cairns many churches are to this day called Clachan, i-»e. a collection of fion.es ; anu 
as they flood in time of druidifm in groves and woods, a church in Wales was called 
Lhan, probably from Lhuin a grove. There is within a half-mile to the eafl of the town 
of Forres, an ohelifk called Seven’s ftone. The height of it cannot now with certainty 
be known, it is faid to be twelve feet funk in the corn-field. When feme years ago it was 
likely to fall, the Countefs of Murray caufed it to be ereCted, and much funk to pre¬ 
vent falling : it is about twenty-three feet above ground, about four feet broad ; what 
is above ground is vifibly divided into feven parts, whereof the Iowefl is almofl hid by 
the ftones fupporting it; the fecond divifion contains many figures, but much defaced; 
in the third compartment are figures of men, and foiiie of beafts with human heads ; 
the fourth contains enfigns and military weapons; and in the fifth, fixth, and ieventh, 
the figures are fcarce difcernible; on the reverfe there is a crofs, beneath which are two 
human figures of a Gothic form; this feems to be a monument of a battle fought in 
that place, by King Malcolm II. of Scotland againft the Danes, about the year 1008. 
There are about two or three obelifks of fix or feven feet high below the kirk of Alves, 
probably as monuments of Ikirmilhes, and the burying of men of fome figure. 

XIII. In this province we had two bifhopricks, one abby, three priories, once pras 
ceptory, and feveral convents. The firft bifliopric was that of Murthlack, now Mort- 
lich, erected by K. Male. II. An. 1010, when he had given a total defeat to the Danes 
in that valley : the diocefe confifted only of three parifhes, and after three biftiops had 
ferved there it was tranflated to Aberdeen, an. 1142. As an account of it will be. 
fully given by others, I infill not further. 

The fecond bifhoprick was that of Murray. In the fourth century the bifhop af¬ 
fected a pre-eminence over his fellow prefbyters, and an equality in many things to 
fovereign princes : as princes had their thrones, were crowned, wore crowns, had their 
palaces^ their minifters of ftate, their privy council, and their fubje&s; fo bifhops had 
a folium, a confecration, a mitre, palaces, dignified clergy, chapter, and inferior clergy. 
The epifcopal bifliopric of Murray, was, in my opinion, erefted by K. Alexander I.; and 
the bilhops of it were in fuc-ceflion. 

(1.) Gregorius, who is a witnefs in a charter of K. David I. to Dumfermline, con¬ 
firming K, Alexander’s charter to that abby ; there he is called Gregorius Moravienfis 
Epifcopus: and in the foundation charter of the priory of Schoon, an. n 15, Grego¬ 
rius Epifcopus is a witnefs, who probably was the fame with the formerly mentioned. 

(2.) William was made apoftolic legate, an. 1159, and died 1162. I find not what 
time he was confecrated. 

(...) Felix, is witnefs in a charter by K. William, Wilielmo filio frejhen, de term, de 
Strablock , Ro/oil, Injhkek , Duffus Machare , et Kintray. He died about an. 1170. 

(4.) Simeon de Toney, monk of Melrofe, elected 1171, and died an. 1184, he was 
buried in Birney. 

(5.) Andrew, confecrated an. 1184, and died 1185. 

(6.) Richard, confecrated Idi. Martii, an. 1187, by Hugo biiliop of St. Andrew's, 
and died an. 1203, and was buried inSpynie. 
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(”7.) Bricius, brother of William lord of Douglas, and prior of LefTinahego, elefted 
an. 1203, and died an. 1:22, and was buried at Spynie. He had reprdented to the 
pope that the former bifhops had no fixed fee, or cathedral, fome refitting at Birnev, 
fome at Kinnedar, and fome at Spynie; and he obtained that Spynie fliould be the 
the bifhop’s fee; he appointed the dignified clergy and canons, and founded a college 
of canons, eight in number. 

(8.) Andrew (fon of William Murray of Duffus, dean of Murray,) confecrated 
an. 122^. He founded the cathedral church at Elgin, added fourteen canons to the 
college,"and afligned manfes and prebends for them, and for the dignified clergy, and 
died an. 1242. 

Here it will be proper to give fome account of the cathedral church at Elgin, for 
it does not appear that Briceus built any church at Spynie. Bilhop Andrew was 
not pleafed with the fituation of Spynie for a cathedral, and therefore petitioned the Pope, 
that, becaufe the di(lance from the burgh of Elgin, which would divert the canons 
from their facred functions to go and buy provifions in the burgh, that he might allow 
the cathedral to be tranflated to the Ecclejla fanfta Trinitath prope Elgin • Pope Ho- 
norms granted his requeft, and by his bull dated 4 t °Idu in Aprilis 1224 empowered the 
bifliop of Caithnefs, and the dean of Rofemarky, to make the defired tranflation. 
Thefe met at the place defired, on the 14th of the kalends of Auguft, an. 1224; and 
finding it “ in commodum Ecclefue” declared the church of the holy Trinity to be the 
cathedral church of the diocefe of Murray in all times coming: it is faid that bi- 
fhop Andrew laid the foundation-done of the church on the fame day above- 
mentioned, but it does not appear what the form or dimenfions of that firft: church 
were. 

(9.) Simon dean of Murray fucceeded and died 1252, and was buried in the choir 
of the cathedral near to bifliop Andrew. 

(jo.) Archibald dean of Murray, confecrated an. 1253, and died December 5th, 
an. 1298, and was buried in the choir. This bifliop having no palace, built one at 
Kinnedar, and lived there. In his time William Earl of Rofs, having done great harm 
to the parfon of Petty, was obliged to do penance, and for reparation gave the lands 
of Catholl in Rofs to the bifhops of Murray in perpetuum. 

(n.) David Murray, confecrated at Avignon in France, by Boniface VIII. anno 
1299, and died January 20, anno 1325. 

' (12.) John Pilmore, confecrated 3" kal. Aprilis, anno 1326, and died at Spynie on 
Michaelmas-eve, 1362. 

(13.) Alexander Bar, doftor decretorum, confecrated by Urban V. an. 1362, died 
at Spynie, May 1397. In his time, viz. an. 1390, Alexander Stewart (fon of king 
Robert II.) lord Badenoch, commonly called the Wolf of Badenoch, keeping violent 
poffeJEon of the bifhop’s lands in that country, was excommunicated in refentment, in 
the month of May, an. 1390. He with his followers burnt the town of Forres, with 
the choir of that church, and the archdeacon’s houfe 4 and in June that year burnt 
the town of Elgin, the church of St. Giles, the hofpital of Maifon-Dieu, the cathedral 
church, with eighteen houfes of the canons in the college of Elgin. For this he was 
made to do penance, and, upon his humble fubmiffion, he was abfolved by Walter 
Trail, bilhop of St. Andrews, in the black-friars church of Perth (being firft received 
at the door, barefoot, and in fackcloth, and again before the high altar in prefence of 
the king and his nobles,) on condition that he would make full reparation to the bifliop 
and church of Murray, and obtain abfolution from the pope. Bilhop Bar began the 
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rebuilding of the church, and every canon contributed to it, as did every parifli in the 
diocefe. 

(14,) William Spynie, chanter of Murray, D. I. C. confecrated at Avignon by 
Benedia the IXth, Sept. 13th, 1397, and died Aug. 20th, an. 1406. He carried 0:1 
the reparation of the cathedral, but the troubles of the times caufed it to make flow 
advances. On July 3, an. 1402, Alexander III. fon of the lord of the ifles, plundered 
Elgin, burnt many houfes, and fpoiled the houfes of the canons: he was excommu¬ 
nicated, and offered a fum of gold, as did every one of his captains, and he received 
absolution : this money was applied for erecting a crofs and a bell in that part of the 
canonry which lies next the bridge of Elgin. 

(15.) John Innes, parfon of Duffus, archdeacon of Caithnefs, and LL. D. was con¬ 
fecrated by Benedia the Xlllth, Jan. 22d, an. 1406, and died April 25th, an. 1414, 
and was buried in his own ifle in the cathedral, where his ftatue at large Hill remains 
with this infeription, “ Hie jacet reverendus in Cbrifto Pater et Dominus D. Johannes 
Innes de Innes, hujus ecclefia Epifcopus , qu't hoc neiabile opus incepit , ctper feptennium eedifi- 
eavit He built that ifle and a part of the great fteeple or tower. After his death, 
the chapter met, and all were fworn, that on whomloever the lot fliould fall to be 
bifliop, he Ihould annually apply one third of his revenues until the building of the 
cathedral fliould be finilhed. 

(t6.) Henry Leighton, parfon of Duffus, and LL. D. was confecrated in Valentia 
by Bendift XIII. March 8 th, an. 1415 : he diligently carried on the building, and finilhed 
the great tower, and was tranflated to Aberdeen, an. 1425. The cathedral church 
having been completely finilhed in the time of this bilhop, I fliall here deferibe that 
edifice, which was all in the Gothic form of architecture. It ftood due eall and weft, in 
the form of a paflion or Jerufalem crofs: the length of it 264 feet; the breadth 35 feet; 
the length of the traverfe 114 feet. The church was ornamented'with five towers, 
whereof two parallel towers ftood on the weft end, one in the middle, and two at 
the eaft end : the two weft towers ftand entire in the (lone work, and are each 84 feet 
high ; what the height of the fpires was I do not find; probably they were of wood, 
and fell down long fince. The great 'tower in the centre of the nave ftood on two 
arched pillars crofting at top, and was including the fpires, 19S feet in height; the 
two turrets in the eaft end are itill entire, and each has a winding ftaircafe leading to 
a channel or paflage in the walls round the whole church. The height of the fide- 
walls is 36 feet. The great entry was betwixt the two towers in the weft end ; this 
gate is a concave arch, 24 feet broad in bale, and 24 in height, terminating in a fliarp 
angle; on each fide of the valves in the fweep of the arch are 8 round, and 8 fluted 
pilafters, £>f feet high, adorned with a chapiter, from which arife 16 pilafters that meet 
in the key of the arch. Each valve of the door was 5 feet broad, and about 1 o feet 
high. To yield light to this large building, befides the great windows in the porti¬ 
cos, and a row of windows in the wall above, each 6 feet high, there was above the 
gate a window of an acute angled arch 19 feet broad in bale, and 27 in height; and 
in the eaft end between the turrets, a row of five parallel windows, each 2 feet broad 
and 1 o high ; above thefe five more each 7 feet high, and over thefe a circular win¬ 
dow near 10 feet diameter: the grand gate, the windows, the pillars, the projecting 
table, pedeftals, cordons, are adorned with foliage, grapes, and other carvings. The 
traverfe, in length as above, leems to have been built by the families of Dunbar anS 
Innes, for the north part of it is called the Dunbar’s ifle, and the fouth part the Innes’ 
ifle. 

The 
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The chapter-houfe, in which the bifhop’s privy council met, Hands on the north 
fide of the choir: it is a curious piece of architecture, communicating with the choir 
by a vaulted veftry. The houfe is an exaCfc oCtagon, 34 feet high, and the diagonal 
breadth within wails 37 feet: it is almoft a cube arched anti vaulted at top, and the 
whole arched roof fupported by one pillar in the centre of the houfe. Arched pillars 
from every angle terminated in the grand pillar, which is 9 feet in circumference, 
crufted over with 16 pilafters, and 24 feet high ; adorned with a chapiter from which 
arife round pillars that fpread along the roof, and join at top ; and round the chapiter 
are engraven the arms of feveral biffiops. There is a large window in each of the feven 
fides, the eighth fide communicating, as was faid, with the choir; and in the north 
wall are five flails cut in nitches for the bifhop’s minifters of Hate, viz. the dean, 
chapter, archdeacon, chancellor, and treafurer, the dean’s flail railed a ftep higher than 
the other four. This ftrufture of the cathedral came to decay in the manner follow¬ 
ing : viz. The Regent Earl of Murray being obliged to levy fome forces, and being 
flraitened in money, appointed by his privy council February 14, 1567, 8, the fheriffs 
of Aberdeen and Murray, with other gentlemen, to take the lead, thatch or covering 
off the cathedrals of Aberdeen and Murray, and to fell it for paying the troops, which 
was done, and (hipped for Holland ; but the fhip foon after launched in the fea, funk 
with the lead, which it is thought was done by a fuperftitious Roman catholic who was 
captain of it. Of this whole edifice, the chapter-houfe, the walls of the choir, the 
weftern fteeples, and the eaftern turrets remain as yet entire, but the fide walls of 
the nave and the traverfe, are moll part fallen, and Peace Sunday, an. 1711, the great 
tower or fteeple in the middle fell from the foundation. 

The cathedral flood within the precindt of the college, near the river fide of Loffey : 
this precindt was walled round with a ftrong ftone wall, and was about 1000 yards in 
circumference, a part of the walls ftill remains entire ; it had four gates, every one of 
which probably had (as is apparent the eaftern had) an iron gate, a portcullis, and a 
porter’s lodge: within the precindt the dignified clergy and all the canons had houfes 
and gardens, and without the precindt, towards the town of Elgin, there was a finall 
burrow with a crofs, where the churchmen purchafed their provifions. The bifbop’s 
palace flood at Spynie a large mile from Elgin; when it flood entire, it was the molt 
(lately I have feen in any diocefe in Scotland. The area of the buildings was an ob¬ 
long fquare of 60 yards; in the fouth-wefl corner flood a ftrong tower vaulted, the 
wall 9 feet thick, with an eafy winding flair-cafe, a cape-houfe at top, with a battlement 
round. In the other three corners are finall towers with narrow rooms. In the fouth 
fide of the area, there was a chapel and tennis-court; and in other parts were (tables 
and all neceffary offices. The gate or entry was in the middle of the eaft wall, Se¬ 
cured by an iron grate and a portcullis ; over the gate (land the arms of bifhop John 
Innes and the initial letters of his name, which affords a conjecture that he was the firfl 
who built any part of this court. Around the palace was a fpacious precinct, with 
gardens, and walks, and which now pay twelve pounds fterling to the crown. The 
lands of Spynie and the precindt were granted by the crown to one gentleman after 
another till the revolution, and fince that time, the precinct continues in the crown, 
and the lands belong to Mr. Brodie of Spynie, now of Brodie; but the iron grate, 
the roof, the joifts, and all the timber-work were carried off by the former leffees, and 
no - ^ all is in decay. 

The diocefe of Murray comprifed the counties of Murray and Nairn, and the great- 
eft part of the counties of Bamff and Invernefs, and had fifty-fix paftoral charges. 
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What the revenue of this bifhoprick was beiore the reformation cannot now be well 
known ; for Patrick Hepburn, the la.fi popito bifliop, fewed and fold at lead a thiid 
part of the lands of the bifliop rick, including what he was obliged to give to the 
gent of Scotland, an. 1568, for harbouring his intercommuned uncle James Earl of 
Bothwell, who married our unfortunate Q- Mary, an. 1563, when an account of all- 
dignified clergy’s revenues was called in by the parliament, the revenues or the bi-r 
fhoprick of Murray, as then given up, were as follows: viz. In money, 1646b 7s. yd. 
Scots; wheat 10 bolls; barlev, 77 chalders, 6 bolls, 3 firlots, and 2 pecks; oats, 2 
chalders, 8 bolls; falinon, 8 lads; poultry, 223. Befides the emoluments of the 
regality of Spynie, and of the commiflaries of Spynieand Invernefs, and the great teinds 
of the parilh of Elgin, and of St. Andrew’s in Murray, Ogdon, Laggon, and the 
bi (hop’s fhare of the revenues of the common kirks. 

The only abby we had was at Ivinlofs, which flood in what is now called the panto 
of that name. It was founded by K. David I. 10™ kal. Januarii, an. 115 0 ’ A he abbot 
was mitred, and had a feat in parliament; the monks were of the Cillercian order, 
called Menachi Albi. K. David endowed it, as did K. William, with many lands. 
Afelinus was the firll abbot, and Robert Reid was the lad. 1 he revenues of tne 
abby, an. 1561, were Found to be, in money, 1152I. 1S * Q£ k Scots ; barley and meal, 
47 chalders, 11 bolls, 1 firlot, and 3 pecks; oats 10 bolls, 3 firlots ; wedders, 34 ; 
geefe, 41 ; capons, 60 ; and poultry', 125. The abbot had a regality within the abby 
lands; Mr. Edward Bruce was made commendatory and afterwards lord of Kinlofs* 
an. 1604; from whom Alexander Brodie of Lethen porchaled the lands or Klnlofs, 
and the fuperiority of the other abby lands. The ruins of the building are fo finally 
that it cannot be known what it was when entire; for an, 1651 and 1652* the Hones 
of it were foldy and carried to build Cromwell's fort at InvernefSy and.nothing now 

remains but confuted ruins* _ . 

The old eft priory we had in this province was at TJrquhart, three miles eaft 01 Elgin* 
It was founded by K, David I. an, 1125* in honour ot the Trinity* It was a cen of 
Dunifermline with Benediftine monks* K. David endowed it liberally, i he i even ties 
thereof were not given up in an. 1563, and fo I can give no account of them. I he 
priory lands were eredted into a regality, but no veflige of the buildings now remains. 
In 1565, Alexander Seton was made commendatory and 15915 created Lord Urquhart, 
and an. 1605 Earl of Dumferniline; but the honours being forfeited in 169c, Seton 
of Bams claimed the lordlhip, and about an. 1730 it was purchaied by the family ot 
Gordon. 

The next priory was at Plufcarden, founded by K, Alexander IL an. 1230* ^tic. 
named Vatlis Sanffi Andrts* It was planted by Mon&chi Vallis Caulhmu None but the 
prior and procurator were allowed to go without the precindt ; the mon^s becoming 
vicious were expelled, and other monks brought from Dumferniline. I he lands o. 
this p r iory were very confiderable, and they had a grangia and a cell of monks .at 
Grange-hill. The revenue of this priory, given up an, 1563, was in money 
525I, 1 os, i|d. Scots; wheat, 1 chalder, 1 boll, 2 firlots; Dial t, meal, and barley, 
.51 chalders, 4 bolls, 3 firlots, 1 peck; oats, 5 chalders, 13 bolls; diy multures, 9 
chalders, 11 bolls ; falinon, 30 lafts* The buildings flood four miles S. W, from the 
town of Elgin, in a warm valley called the glen of Plufcarden. 1 he walls of the pie* 
cinfl make a large fquare, and are pretty entire. I he church Hands about the middle 
of the fquare, a'fine edifice in the form of a crofs, with a fquare tower, all of hew'en 
afblar. The oratory and refectory join to the fouth end of the church, under which is 
the dormitory. The chapter^houfe is of curious work, an 0diagonal cube, vaulted roofs 
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fnpported by one pillar, all as yet entire. They had a regality in the priory lands and a 
diilinft regality in Grange-hill, called the regality of Staneforenoon. At the reforma¬ 
tion Sir Alexander Seton was, An. 1565, made commendator. The lands ofPIufcar- 
den and Old Milnsnear Elgin palled through leveral hands, and are now the property 
of James Earl of Fife. 

The third priory was at Kingufie, founded by George Earl of Huntly, about an. 
1490. Of what'order the monks were, or what were the revenues of the priory, I 
have not learned. The few lands belonging to it being the donation of the family of 
Huntly, were at the reformation re-alfumed by them, and continue to be their property. 

There were likewife within this province feveral convents of religious orders. In 
the town of Elgin were Grey Friars, Black Friars, Red Friars, Templars Houfes, and 
a Nunnery of the religious of St. Catherine of Sienna. There were other convents at 
Forrers and Invernefs. 

Ciofe by the town of Elgin flood the prseceptory of Maifon-Dieu. It was a hofpital 
for entertaining flrangers, and maintaining poor infirm people. The buildings are 
now gone to ruins. They had confiderabie lands in the parifhes of Elgin, Laubride, 
Knockando, and Dundurkus, all which were by King James VI. and Charles I. 
granted to the town of Elgin, and now hold few of them. 

In this province we had four royal forts; the firfl flood on a round hill that over¬ 
looks the town of Elgin ; and fome of the walls, all of run lime, do as yet remain. 
The Earls of Murray fince the year 1313 were conflables of it, and had confiderabie 
lands for their lalary. Their office continued till 1748, when heritable offices were an¬ 
nexed to the crown, and now they have no more but the hilt called Ladv hill, which 
yields a fmall rent annually. Another fort flood in the town of Nairn, but no veftiges 
of it now remain. Mr. Campbell of Calder (and formerly the Thanes of that ilk) was 
conllable, and in 1748 was paid a compenfation for that office. The third fort was at 
Invernefs, of which the Earls of Rofs were formerly conllables ; and alter their for¬ 
feiture, the Earl of Huntly obtained the office of conllable, with very confiderabie 
lands as a falary, and continued to be confiable till 1629. I need not here fpeak of 
Cromwell's fort at Invernefs, of which no doubt others will give a full account. The 
fourth fort was at Urquhart, on the wefl-fide of Loch-Nefs : rhe buildings were pretty 
large, and in a great part as yet Hand. In the time of David II. Alexander Boes was 
governor of this fort; afterwards, Chifolm of that ilk was governor : but fince the 
middle of the fifteenth century I do not find it had any governor, and now the lands of 
Urquhart are the property of Sir Ludowick Grant of Grant. Befidcs thefe forts we 
had many old caftles within this province commonly called Fortalicia. One flood at 
Duffus, three miles north of Elgin, and was the feat of the chief of the Moravienfes as 
early as the eleventh century. The caflle flood on a green mote, on the bank of the 
loch of Spynie: it was a fquare, the wall about 20 feet high, and 5 feet thick, with a 
parapet, a ditch, and a draw bridge: within the fquare were buildings of timber for ac¬ 
commodating the family, and alfo necefiary offices. The walls are as yet pretty entire. 
Such FortaKces were alfo at Balveny in the parifh of Murtlich, at Abernethy in that 
parifh, at Lochindorb in the parifh of Cromdil, at Raet in Nairn parifh, and at Ruthven 
in Kin l u fie parifh, All which were large fquares, and many rooms built with timber 
within the walls. 

I fhall give no account of the modem forts of Fort George at Arderfair or Fort 
Augullus at the fomh end of Loch-Nefs, and fhall only defcribe a promontory in the 
panfli of Duffus, four miles from Elgin. Our hiftorians call it Burgus, it juts into the 
frith, and riles above low water about fixteen yards. To the weft and north it is a per- 

pendicular 
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pcndicular rock, to the eaft the a/cent is lleep but graffy, to the fouth towards land the 
afcent is more eafy. The area on the top is near a rectangular figure, in length about 
loo yards, and in breadth about 50. After the Danes had defeated the Scots army at 
Forres about an. 1008, they fent for their wives and children, and made this promon¬ 
tory an afylum to them and a place of arms. It was at top furry unded with a llrong 
rampart of oaken logs, of which fome are as yet digged up: by a trench cut on the 
fouth fide they brought the fea round the promontory', and within this, had other 
trenches, and they fortified it to the eafh The trenches are now filled up. After the 
battle of Mortlich in the year to to, the Danes abandoned it, and left the country of 
Murray. To return. 

(17.) Columba Dunbar fucceeded and died An. 1435* 

(18.) John Winchefter, L. B. and chaplain to King James II. was confecrated 1438,. 
and died 1458. In 1452, the King erefted the town of Spynie into a free burgh of 
barony, and .erefled all the lands of the bifhoprick into the regality of Spynie. 

(ip.j James Stewart, dean, confecrated 1458, died an. 1460. 

(20.) David Stewart, parfon of Spynie, fucceeded in 1461, built the high tower of 
the palace, and died an. j 475. 

(2;.) William Tulloch, tranflated from Orkney, an, 1477, was Lord Privy Seal, 
and died 1482. » 

(22.) Andrew Stewart, dean of Murray and Privy Seal, fucceeded an. 1483, and 
died 1498. * 

(23.) Andrew Forman, commendator of Dry Burgh, fucceeded an. 1501, and was 
tranflated to St. Andrew's an. 1514. 

(24.) James Hepburn fucceeded, and died an. 1524. 

(25.) Robert Shaw, fon of Sauchy, and abbot of Paifly, was confecrated 1525* 
and died 1528. 

(26.) Alexander Stewart, fon of the Duke of Albany, fucceeded, and died an. 

1535. 

(27.) Patrick Hepburn, uncle to James Earl of Bothwell, and commendator of 
Scoon, was confecrated an. 1537. He dilapidated, fewed, of fet in long leafes a great 
part of the church lands, and died An. 1573, on the 20th June. 

I have feen feveral catalogues of the popifli bifhops of Murray, both printed and manu- 
feript, but all imperfect; comparing thele with the writings of Sir James Dalrymple, 
Sir Robert Sibbald, Biffiop Keith, the chartulary of Murray, and the chronicle of Mel 
Rofs, the above catalogue may I think be depended upon. To return to the quseries. 

XIV. There are in this province manuscript hiitories of feveral families, which 
might be of fome fervice in compiling a general hiftory ; as of the families of Dunbar, 
Innes, Brodie, Calder, Kilravock, M‘Intofh, and Grant. With regard to ancient 
weapons, I have feen in the houfe of Grant, of Kilravock, and in other houfes, fteel 
helmets, habergeons, and coats of mail, and of buff leather. Adder ftones, glafs beads, 
8tc. are but amulets not worth regarding. 

XV. I know not one picture worth regarding, except a picture of the Virgin.Mary 

in the houfe of Caftle Grant. , 

XVI. No battle in the parilh of Elgin, but many within this province, as at Forres,, 
about an. ioo:S, betwixt the Scots and Danes ; at Mortlich, an. 1010, between the 
fame; at Spey-mouth, an- icyS, the King againll the Moravienfes; again an. it 10, 
againft the fame people; and, an. 1160, on the Muir of Urquhart, King Malcolm 
IV. againll the fame Moravienfes; at Cleanlochlochie, an. 1544, betwixt the Frazers 
and M‘Donalds; at Glenlivot, an. 1594, the King againll the Earls of bluntly, 

Errol, 


PENN AMT’S TOUR. IN SCOTLAND, 


Errol, anti Angus ; at Auldern, an. 1645, the covenanters agalnfl: Montrofe ; at 
Cromdcl, an. 1690, the Kings troops again(t the Highlanders and at Culloden, an. 
Tj!4^, the Duke of Cumberland againft the rebels. 

XVII. Druidifm having been the form of religion in this country before Chriftianity, 
the people ftill retain fonie fuperftitious cuftoms of that Pagan religion. As Bel-tien : 
on the fir ft of May the herds of feveral farms gather dry wood, put fire to it, and dance 
three times fouthways about the pile. In the middle of June farmers go round their 
grounds with burning torches in memory of the Cerealia. On Hallow even they have 
feveral fuperftitious cuftoms. At the full moon in March, they cut withes of the mifle- 
toe or ivy, make circles of them, keep them alt year, and pretend to cure hecticks and 
other troubles by them. And at marriages and baptifins they make a proceffion around 
the church, Deafoil, i. e. funways, becaufe the fun was the immediate object of the 
Druids’ worfhip. 

XVIII, Their fports are hunting, firing at marks, foot-ball, club-ball, &c. And the 
only annual feftival they obferve is Chriftmas; fpent more as the Saturnalia were of 
old, than as Chrift's birth ought to be. 

XIX. We have no true marie in this country, nor any afbeftus : but we have granite, 
talcum, lapis fpecularis, and at Stadtfield within four miles of Elgin there was lately 
found lead ore, and in Glen-garry they have for feveral years had an iron forge and 
made pigs of iron; likewife about 40 years ago, a company from England fet up a mill 
and forge for iron in Abernethy in Strathfpey, and made very good bars of iron, but 
through their own extravagance they abandoned it. There is through all this province 
great plenty of iron ore. I have often feen the ignis fatuus, which is a piece of rotten 
birch wood, lying in a mire, and fhinhig in a dark night, like a flame of firs : likewife 
ignis lambens, which is an unftuous vapour falling upon a man’s wig, or mane of a 
horfe, which fliines bright, but by a flight rub it is extinguifhed. 

XX. Great plenty of the particulars in the 2Cth quaery may be found on the fea 
coaft in this province, if any will take the trouble to colleft them. 

XXI. I know no fpecies of wood remarkable, and peculiar to this province, except 
Red Slaugh, or fallow, which is no Iefs beautiful than mahogany, and is much more 
firm and tough, and not fo brittle ; it receives a fine polifli, and in colour refembles 
light-coloured mahogany ; it grows in rocks, and is very rare. But we have great 
forefts of firs and birches: and as the Grampian hills divide in Athol into one branch 
running northward, and another eaftward; in the former branch are great woods of 
fir and birch in Breadalbane, Rannoch, Strathfpey, Badenoch, Glen-morifton, Strath- 
glafs, and Strath-carron in Sutherland ; and in the other branch are fuch forefts in 
Brae-mor, Glen-Muik, Glen-tanner, &c. I am inclined to think that thefe are the re¬ 
mains of the ancient Sylva Caledonia. Among other vetegables, we have in great 
plenty, in the heaths and woods, the following berries, viz. wild rafps, wild ftrawber- 
ries, blueberries, bugberries, uva urfa, &c. And we have one root 1 cannot but take 
notice of, which we call Carmele: it is a root that grows in heaths and birch woods to 
the bignefs of a large nut, and fometimes four or five roots joined by fibres; it bears a 
green ftalfc, and a finall red flower. Dio, fpeaking of the Caledonians, fays, “ Certum 
cibi genus pa rant ad omnia, quem fi ceperint quantum eft unius fabre magnitudo, 
niinime eiurire aut fitire folent.” Csefar de Bel. Civ. lib. 3’’°. writes, that Valerius’s 
loldiersfound a root called Chara, " quodadmiftum lacte multam inopiam levebat, id 
ad fimilitudinem panis efliciebant.” I am inclined to think that our Carmele (i. e. 
fweet root) is Dio’s Cibi genus, and Cedar's Chara : I have often feen it dried, and kept 
for jo urn , ys through hills where no provifions could be had : I have likewife feen it 
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pounded and mfufed, and when yeft or barm is put to it, it ferments and makes a li¬ 
quor more agreeable and wholefome than mead. It grows &plentifully, that a cart 
load of it can eafily be gathered, and the drink of it is very balfanuc. • 

XXII. Sea fowl in this province refort in winter to lakes and lochs, as loch of opynie, 
Loch-Nefs, Loch Nadorb, &c. Eagles and falcons breed in high rocks and macceuib.e 
mountains, as Score a ve in Rothemurchus. There are fome Ipecies of fowls, d not 
peculiar to this province, at leaft rare in other countries: iuch as, the Caperkyly, as 
large as the domed ick turkey; it frequents the fir woods, and perches in the top of 
very tall trees, but the hen breeds in the heath. Another fowl is the black cock, 
which frequents birch woods in hills, is of the fize of a capon, of a Aiming blue colour 
it is by fome authors called Gallus Scoticanus. A third fowl is tarmagan, of the flze 01 
a partridge, haunts the high rocky hills, is of a colour (potted brown and white. I helc 
three fowls are very harmlefs, and make delicious food. 

N. B. In anfwering qusery IV. it is omitted that our natural phyficians, when they 
find a toe or finger hurt, and beginning to corrupt, they ftnke it off with a chiflel and 
fere the wound with a hot iron, and foon cure it. In (lead of bleeding by lancets, they 
Scarify the flefii about the ancle, and they take blood from the nafal vein by cleaving the 
quill of a hen and binding it into four branches, and fcarifying the noltrds thereby. 
Eor vomits, they ufe a decoction of groundfill, of the bark of the fer vice tree, and a 
decoaion of Ho'lborn faugh; and for purgatives, the decoaion of fervice bark and a 
decoaion of mugwort boiled in new whey. In anfwering quiery I. I omitted to lay, 
that the river of Bewly was anciently called Farar: it rifes in the hills towards Glenelg, 
and runs through Glenftrathfarar; and I am inclined to think that in Ptolemy's Geo¬ 
graphical Tables the Murray frith is called iEAuarium Varans from the river farar 
Changing the 1 < into V) that falls into the head of it. And the river was called Bewly, 
» hen An. 12to, a priory of the monks Vallis Caulium was fettled there, who called 
their feat Beaulieu, i. e. Bello loco ; and then the old name of Farar was difeontinueu 
except among the Highlanders. 


APPENDIX.— Number III. 

The Life of James Crichton , of Chime, commonly called the Admirable Crichton *. 

THIS gentleman was defeended from a very ancient family ; his father Robert 
Crichton of Clunie and Elicok, was one of thofe who commanded Queen Mary s army 
at the battle of Lungfide in the year 1568. He was born at Clunie U Ins paternal in¬ 
heritance, in the {hire of Perth, in the year 1551. He was taught his grammar at the 
fchool of Perth, and his philofophy at the univerfity 01 ot. Andrews + under Mr. 

* This compilation was fome years ago printed at Aberdeen. I have had opportunity of comparing it 
with loft of the authorities q Jed in fupport of the hiftory of fo extraordinary a perfon and tad them 
nfrd with judgment and fidelity. Excepting a few notes, l prefcnt it to the readers 111 e ate^ I found It: 
and {Ha.ll oalyacquamt them that the life of this glory of North .Britain may be found in the Mft number 
of the Adventurer, treated in a more elegant, but far lefs comprehenfive manner. 

■V The prefent houfc of Clunie Hands it. an ifland in a lake of the fame name. -But the old l o " r ^ or caftlc 
flood on one fide of the water : and its place is d.ilingmfned by -nothing hnt a mound and imperftA moa . 

i Vid. rid. Manut. Epi 1 . Ded Paradox. L.cer; D.A Cutiq. & H-llor. par M. Bayle i Demplke 
Hitt. Ecclcf. p. 1876. Joan, imperial;* Muf. Hiftor. ,p. 241. f)ir f homas UrquUait s \ indication of 

the Scot*Nation, See, 
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John Rutherford *. He had hardly attained to the 20th year of his age, when he had 
run through the whole circle of the feiences, and could fpeak and write to perfection in- 
ten different languages : but this was not all; for he had likewife improved himfelf to 
the utmoft degree in riding, dancing, tinging, and playing upon all Ions of i nit ru¬ 
men ts. 

Having thus eftablifhed himfelf at home, his parents fent him abroad to accompliih* 
him further by travelling. And coming to Paris* it is not to be imagined what con-- 
lternation he railed in that famous univerfity; as we have it from an eye wjtnefs, who 
gives us this account of it f: “ There came, 1 ' fays he, to the college of Navarre, a 
young man of 20 years of age, who was perfectly well feen in all the feiences, as the 
moll learned mailers of the univerfity acknowledged : in vocal and in ft ru mental tnufic 
none could excel him, in painting and drawing in colours none could equal him ; in all 
military feats he was mod expert, and could play with the fword fo dexteroufly with 
both his hands, that no man could fight him 5 when he faw his enemy or antagonift, he 
would throw himfelf upon him at one jump of 20 or 24 feet diftance: He was a in after 
of arts, and difputed with us in the fchools of the college upon medicine the civil and 
canon law, and theology ; and although we were above fifty in number, befides above 
three thoufimd that were prefent; fo -pointedly and learnedly he anfwered to all the 
queftions that were propofed to him, that none but they that were p refen trean believe 
it. He fpake Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and other languages moil politely *, he was 
likewife an excellent horfeman, and truely if a man fhould live an bundl ed years with¬ 
out eating, drinking, or fleeping, he could not attain to this mail’s knowledge, which 
ftruck us with a panick fear; for he knew more than human nature could well bear j 
he overcame four of the doctors of the church j for in learning none could conteft with- 
him, and he was thought to be Antichrift.” 

Sir Thomas Urquhart of Cromarty giving an account of this difpute, fays, that 
Crichton, when he came to Paris, caufed fix programs on all the gates of the fchools, 
halls and colleges belonging to the univerfity, and on all the pi.lars and polls before 
the houfes of the 1110ft renowned men for literature in the city, inviting all thofe 
who were well verfed in any art or fcience, to difpute with him in the college of, 
Navarre, that day fix weeks, by nine of the clock in the morning, where he fhould at¬ 
tend them, and be ready to anlwer to whatever fhould be proponed to him in any art 
or fcience, and in any of thefe twelve languages, Hebrew, fiyriaek, Arabick, Greek,. 
Latin, Spanifh, French, Italian, Englifh, Dutch, Flemifh or Sclavonian, and that either 
in verfe or profe, at the diferetion of the difputant; and during all this time inftead of 
making a clofe application to his ftudies, he minded nothing, but hunting, hawking, 
tilting, vaulting, riding of a well managed horfe, toiling the pike, handling the muf- 
ket, and other military feats, or in houfe games, fuch as balls, concerts of mufic vocal 
and inftrumental, cards, dice, tennis, and the other diverfions of youth; which fo 
provoked the ftudents of the univerfity, that they caufed write beneath the program 
that was fixt on the Sorbonne gate, “ If you would meet with this monfter of perfec¬ 
tion, to make fearch for him either in the tavern or bawdy-houfe, is the readieft way to 
find him.” Yet upon the day appointed he met with them in the college of Navarre, 
and acquit himfelf beyond expreffion in that difpute, which lafted from nine till fix of 

* Aldus calls Crichton firfl confin to the King, and fays that he was educated along with his Majefly 
under Buchanan, Hepburn, Robertfon and Rutherford. 

4 Steph. Pafch. Difcpiif, lib, 5. cap. 23. 
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the clock at night t At length, the Pr^fes having extolled him highly, for the many rare 
and wonderful endowments that God and nature had bellowed upon him, he rofefrotn 
his chair, and accompanied by four of the molt eminent profe(Tors of the univerfuy, 
gave him a diamond ring and a purfe full of gold, as a teftimony of their love and 
favour, which ended with the acclamations and repeated huzzas of the Jpefhitors. 
And ever after that he was called, the admirable Crichton. And my author fays, that 
he was fo little fatigued with that day’s difpute, that the very next day lie went to the 
Louvre, where he had a match of tilting, an exercife in great requell in thofe days, 
and in the prefence of fome princes of the court of France, and a great many ladies, 
he carried away the ring fifteen times on end, and broke as many lances oh the Saracen. 

The learned M. du Launy, in his hiftory of the college of Navarre, finding the hit 
Tory of this difpute recorded in a MS, hiftory of the college of Navarre, and the like 
account of a Spaniard in Trithemius, confounds the two together, and robs our author 
of the glory of this adlion, and places it in the year *4455 whereas it fiiould be in the 
year 1571, as we have reafon to believe, from the authority of thofe that werecottm- 
porary with him, and knew him, and have recorded this or him; but we need not be 
i'urprized at M. du Launy’s denying him the glory of this action, when we find M. 
Baillet, another learmed Frenchman, denying there ever was fuch a man as our author*, 
notwithfhmding that Aldus Manutius dedicates his book of Cicero’s paradoxes to him 
in the year 1581, and that the moft of the eminent men in Italy in that age were ac¬ 
quainted with him, as we fhall fhow in the remaining part of the hiftory of his life. 
About two years after his difpute at Paris, Trajano Boccalini in his advertiienients from 
Parnaflus, tells 11s, that he came to Rome, Boccalini being then at Rome, himfelf, and 
by a placard which he affixed upon all the eminent places of the city, he challenged ail 
the learned men in Rome, in the following terms, Nos Jacobus Crichtonus Scotus, 
cuicunque rei propofitje ex improvifo refpondebimus/ > That is to fay, he was ready to 
anfwer any queftion that could be propoled to him, without being previoufty advertifed 
of it. Upon which the wits put a paper in Pafquin’s t hand, endeavouring to ridicule 
him ; but that noways difeouraging him, he came at the time and place appointed by his 
placard, and in the prefence of the pope, many cardinals, biffiops, doctors of divinity, and 
profdfors in all thefciences ; he gave fuch furprifing inftances of his univerfal know¬ 
ledge, that they were no lefs furprtzed with him, than they had been at Paris. 

From Rome he goes to Venice, where he con traded an intimate friendfhip with 
Aldus Manutius, Laurennius Mafia, Speron Speronius, and feveral other learned men, 
to whom he prefented feveral poems in commendation of the city and univerfity, and 
amo^g the reft, one to Aldus Manutius, which we have flill extant in the Delitia; 
Poetaruin Scotorum J. This poem gave him a very agreeable furprize, being prefented 
by a ftranger, whom he judged by the performance to be a perfon of an extraordinary 
genius ; but when he came to difeourfe with him, he was ftruck with admiration, and 
finding him known in every thing, be brought him to the acquaintance of all the people 
of learning of note that were in Venice, and all of them were fo furprized with him, 
that they thought him, as he really was, the wonder of the world, and never lpoke of 
film but with admiration j at length being brought before the doge and fenate, he made 

* Hifk des Enf, Cckb. 

■f The pafqmnade w,s to UusefFe£l, written beneath the challenge* And he that will fecit let him go 
to thefignt of the Fafilcon it ihall bp fhewn. This, fays Boccalini, made fuch an impreffion on Crich¬ 
ton, that hekft the place where he wa$ fo gvefly affronted as to be put on a level with jugglers and mrnrnte* 
banks. 

$ DtUtfa Poet, Scot, ubi fuprs. 
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a handfome fpeech to them, which being accompanied with all the graces and beau, 
ties of eloquence and nature * that appeared in his perfon in their utmoft luflre, her 
received the thanks of the fenate, and nothing was talked through the whole city, but 
of this prodigy of nature. Having flayed for fome time at Venice, he went to Padua to 
vifit the learned men that were at that famous univerfity; and he had no fooner arrived 
there, but there was a meeting of all the learned men in the city, in the houfe of 
Jacobus Moyfius Cornelius, to wait upon him, and converfe with him : He opened the 
affembly with an extemporary poem in pratfe of the city, univerfity, and the affembly 
that had honoured him with their prefence at that tim e ; and after fix hours of a dis¬ 
pute, which he fuflained againft them, in whatever they could propofe to him in all tha 
Jdiences, he concluded with an extemporary oration in praife of ignorance, that Aldus 
Manutiust fays that they all thought that they were in a dream, and that he had ah 
molt perfuaded them that it was better to be ignorant, than learned and. wife. Some 
time after this he fixed a paper on the gates of St. John and St. Paul’s churches* 
wherein he offered to pnwe before the univerfity, that there was an infinite number of 
errors iri Ariftotle’s philofophy, which was then only in vogue, and in all his actmnen- 
taries, both in theological and philofophical matters, and to refute the dreams of feveral 
mathematicians : He likewife made an offer to difpute in all the fciences, and to anfwer 
to whatever Ihould be prepofed to him, or objefted againft him, either in the common 
logical way, or by numbers and mathematical figures, or in a hundred forts of verfes as 
they pleafed. 

Aldus Manutius, who was prefent at this difpute, faysf, that he performed all that 
he had promifed, to their greateft amazement: and he tells us likewife of another dif¬ 
pute that he had- before a great concourfe of people in the Bifhop of Padua’s houfe, 
without mentioning the occafion or particulars of it; but Joannes Imperials tells us 
that he was informed by his hither, who was prefent at this difpute, that it was with one 
Archangellus Mercenarius, a famous philofopher, upon philofophical fubjefts, in which 
he acquitted himrfelf fo well, that his adverfary owned, before tile affembly that he had 
overcome him. 

From Venice he went to Mantua ; at this time there was a gladiator at Mantua, who 
had foiled in his travels the moft famous ffneers in Europe, and had lately killed in 
that city three perfons who had entered the lifts with him j the Duke of Mantua was 
Highly offended that he had granted this fellow his protection, fince it had fuch a fatal 
confequence: Crichton being informed of this, offered his fervice to the Duke, to rid 
not only his dominions, but Italy of this murtherer, and tG fight him for fifteen hun¬ 
dred piftoles: though the Duke was unwilling to expofe fuch a fine gen den an as our 
author, to fuch a hazard, yet relying upon the report of his performances in all war¬ 
like achievements, it was agreed to ; and the time and place being appointed, the 
whole court were witnefs to the performance. In the beginning of the combat,. Crich¬ 
ton was upon the defen five, and the Italian attacked him with fuch vigour and eager- 
nefs, that he began to grow faint, having over-acted hirafelf;. then our author attacked 
him with fuch dexterity and vigour, that he run him through the body in three dif¬ 
ferent places, of which he immediately died. The huzzas and acclamations of the 
deflators were extraordinary upon this occafion, and all of them acknowledged, that 
they had never feeii art, grace, nor nature fecond the precepts of art °with fo 
much liyelincfs as they had feen that day; and to crown, the glory of this action, 

* Joan Imperial, ubifuprs. f Aldus Man. Praff. in Cicer. Parad, 

t Ubi.fupra. ^ Ubi fupra. 
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Gridiron beffowed the prize of his victory upon the widows who had loft their huf- 
bands in fighting with this gladiator* 

Thefe and his other wonderful performances, moved the Duke of Mantua to make 
choice of him for preceptor td'hisTon Vincent de Gonzagua, a prince of a riotous temper 
and diffolute life. The court was highly pleafed with the Duke’s choice, and for their dk 
verfion he composed a comedy, wherein he expofed and ridiculed # all the weakneffes and 
failures of the feveral employments that men betake themfelves to ; which was looked 
upon as one of the mod ingenious fatfres that ever was made upon mankind ; but that 
which was moft wonderful and aftonifhing was, time lie himfelf perfonated the divine, 
philofopher, lawyer, mathematician, phylician, and ibldier, with fuch an inimitable 
grace, that every time he appeared upon the theatre, he feemed to be a different per- 
foil; but from being the principal adtor of a comedy, he became the woful iiibjeQ: of a 
moft lamentable tragedy, being moll barbaroufly mnrthered by his pupil, which hap¬ 
pened rods: 

One night as he was walking along theftreetsin the time of the carnarval, and play¬ 
ing upon his guittare, he was attacked by half a dozen people in mafks; but 
they found that they had not an ordinary perfcn to deal with, for they were not able ter 
ft and their ground agaiiift him, and having difarmed the principal perfon amongft 
them, he pulled oft’ his mafk, and begged his life, telling him, that he was the Prince 
his pupil. Crichton, who immediately knew him, fell down upon his knees, and told 
him that he was forry for his miftake, and that what he had done was only in his own 
defence, and that if he had any defign upon his life, he might always be mailer of it ; 
and then taking his own fword by the point, he prefen ted him with it; which the prince 
taking in his hand, and not being able to overcome his paflion for the affront that 
he thought he had fuftained, in being foiled with all his attendants, he immediately 
run him through the heart. 

What moved the prince to this ungenerous and brutal aflion, is varioufly conjee-- 
tured y for feme think it was jealoufy, fufpe&ing that he was more in favours with a 
young lady whom he paflionately loved than he was. Others fay, that it was only to 
try his valour, and the effect of a drunken ramble ; but whatever was the caufe of it, 
*tis certain that thus he died, in the beginning of the month of July, in the year 15S3,, 
in the thirty-fecond year of his age, or, as Imperiaiis fays, in the twenty-fecond. 

* The unhappy tffeft that this humour had on two maids’ of honour is admirably told by Sir Thomas 
T^rquhart, a fecund Rabelais, and be it tranflator of chat extravagant author. 

<f They heard in him alone the promtfeiious fpeech of fifteen feveral a&ors, by 'the various ravijh- 
meats of the excellencies whereof t in the frolicknefs of a jucund ftraine beyond expectation, the logo - 
fafeinated fpirits of the beholding hearers and auriculare fpedtators, were fo on a fudden feuzed upon in 
their rifibie faculties of the foul, and all their vital motions fo univerfally affected in this extremity of agi¬ 
tation, that to avoid the inevitable charms of his intoxicating ejaculations, and the accumulative influences 
of fo powerful a tranfportation, one of my Tady Dutchefs chief maids of honour, by the vehemencie of the 
{hock of thofu imcomprehenfible raptures burlt forth into a laughter, to the rupture of a veine in her body; 
and another young lady, by the irrefutable violence of the pleafure unawares infufed, where the tender re- 
ceptibilitie of her too tickled fancie was lefl able to hold out, fo unprovidedly was furprifed that,, 
withnolefe impctunlitie of ridibimdal paflion then (a^ Hath been told) octafioned a fradtme in the other 
young lathe, fhe, not able longer to fupport the well btloved burden of fo exceffive delight, and intranfmg 
fiich joy a ot fuch Mereuiial exhiliifatioos through the ineffable extafie of an overmaftered apprehenfion, fell 
back in h fwoon, without the appearance of any other life into her, then what by the moft refined wits of 
the oh gical fpeeukuors is conceived to be exerced by the pure ft parts of the feparated entelechiea of blrfTed 
Saints in their fubumcfl converfations with the eeleftial hierarchies ■ this accident procured the incoming of 
an apoth carie with rcllorativcs, as the other did that of a fnrgCon with confolidative medicaments, J ' 

Vindication of the honour of ^Gotland* &c. p. 11 ij 112. 

His 
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His death was extraordinarily lamented iby all the learned men in Europe, and from 
thele Italian‘writers, who knew, and were cotemporary with him, it is, that I have 
molt of all that I have faid of him. Joannes Imperialism a doctor of medicine of Vic nza 
in Italy, who has wrote our author's life, and who could not but know the truth of all, 
or molt of what he has faid of him, fince he lived upon the places in which they were 
acted, and who had them from his father, who was an eye and ear witoefs to them, 
fays *, That he was the wonder of the laft age, the prodigious production of nature, 
the glory and ornament of Parnaffus in a ftupendous and an unufuai manner, and as 
yet in the judgment of the learned world, the Phoenix of literature, and rather a fhining 
particle ot the Divine Nature and Majefty, than a model of what human nature and in- 
duftry can attain to. And what can be more/ 1 continues hef, u above our coinpre- 
henfion, than in the 2 sit year of his age to be matter of ten languages, and to be per¬ 
fectly well feen in philofophy, mathematicks, theology, the belles-lettres, and all the 
other fciences; befides, was it ever heard of in the whole compafs of'this globe, that 
one with all this, fhould be found expert to admiration, in fencing, dancing, finging, 
riding, and the other exercifes of the gymnaftick art ? Befides all this* he is faid to have 
been one of the mart beautiful, and one of the handfomefl gentlemen the world ever 
law, lb that Nature s had taken as much care about his body, asfhe had done about hi$ 
mind ; and in one word, he was the utmofi that man could came to/' M- Bayle fays J, 
that he was one of the greateft prodigies of wit that ever lived ; and Faelix Aflolfus 
that he had fuch a prodigious memory § that he retained more books upon his mind, than 
any of his age had read ; P lures libras memoriier tmebat quam qui/quam ea estate kgcrat* 

And Sir Thomas Urquhart of Cromarty, having infilled on all the particulars of our 
author's life in a fuflian and bombaftical ft rain, tells us, that in the comedy which he 
compofed, and was an aftor in before the court of Mantua, m the fifth and laft aft, 
he himfelf perfonated no lefs than thirteen different characters of perfons and employ¬ 
ments in their different habits. 

And in his character of him, he tells us, that he gained the efteem of all kings and 
princes, by his magnanimity and knowledge; of all noblemen and gentlemen, by his 
courtlinefs and breeding; of all knights, by his honourable deportment and pregnancy 
of wit; of all the rich, by his affability and good feliowfbip ; of all the poor, by his 
munificence and liberality; of all the old, by his conftancy and wifdom ; of all the 
young, by his mirth and gallantry ; of^all the learned, by his univerfal knowledge; of all 
thefoldiers, by his undaunted valour and courage ; of all the merchants and artificers, 
by his upright dealing and honefty; and of all the fair lex, by his beauty and hand- 
fomenels ; in which refpeft, he was a mafter-piece of nature. “ The reader,” fays he, 
4i perhaps will think this wonderful, and fo would I too, were it not that I know as Sir 
Phillip Sidney fays, that a wonder is no wonder in a wonderful fubjeft, and confequent- 
ly not in him, who for his learning, judgment, valour, eloquence, beauty and good 
fellowfhip, was the perfected refult of the joint labours of Pallas, Apollo, Mars, Mercury, 
Venus and Bacchus, that hath been fince the days of Alcibiades ; and he was reported to 
have been enriched with a memory fo prodigious that any lermon, fpeech,4iarangue, or 
other manner of difeourfesof an hour's continuance he was able to recite without heft- 
tation, after the fame manner of gefture and pronunciation in a! I points, wherewith it 
was delivered at firll; and of fo ftupendous a judgment, that nothing efcaped his 

* Mafs&um Hiftor. p. 241. 

J* Mutaum Hiftor. toper. Joa. ibidem* Veneris apud Juntas 1650, in 

& htb. Crit, j Officina Htft, p* 102. 

knowledge 
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knowledge:” and for the truth of all this* he appeals to above two thoufand Witnefles,. 
that were Hill alive, and had known Kim. And /peaking of his death, which he attri¬ 
butes to an amour, he tells us that it was in the thirry-fecoiid year of his age j that the 
whole court went in mourning for him ; that the epitaphs and elegies that were com- 
poled upon his death, if collected* would exceed the bulk of Horner’s works, and that 
his picture was Hill to be feen in the moil of tile bed chambers and galleries of the 
kalian nohiiiiy, reprefenting him upon horfebaek, with, a lance in one hand, and a 
book in the other 

Dempfteiy who was cotemporary with him, an J a profdfor of the civil law at Bbno- 
nia in Italy, agrees as to the molt of what we have faid of him j but he tells us f, that 
he was for feme time at Geneva, as he was on his travels to Italy, and that they offered 
him a con filterable falary, if he would remain with them ; but that he refufed it, and 
that no man offered to detraft from his juft praifes, hut Irajano Boccilini ; but that he 
being a perfon of no erudition, it was rather a glory h; n any di(grace upon him to be 
ib rreated by a perlon of his charafter. Yet the fame Demplter blames our author, 
very much, not for hi& boafting of the endowments of his mind, but for his affirming 
that he wa> defended from the royal family of Scotland- Many poems and epitaphs 
were competed upon him, but I (hall only infert that of our countryman, Dr. John 
Johnfton, in his inferiptions upon heroes, who makes him die in the year 1581# 

JACOBUS CHITON I US CLUNIUS. 

Mufarum paritcr ac Marti* Alumnus* omnibus in flttdit % *pfis etiam I f alts admirabill^ 

Mantua a Ducis Maniuam mBuvms infid. is accifus eft> anno Cbrij/i 1581 , 

ET genus ct centem dat Scotia> Gallia pe£tus 
Excolit: admirans Itala terra virum 
Ambit, et efTe fuum vellct ; gens semula vitam 
Abthilu ; an falls hot dieat ut ilia fuum 
Mantua habet cineres foetus execrata nefandum,. 

AWucnviU Unto gaiukt honorc tame 11. 

I have nothing of this author that is extant, but two poerns, one in praife of the city 
of Venice, and the other addreffed to Aldus Manutius Both which are in the firft 
volume of the Deliticg Poetarum Scoiicorum* 

* The print given by Mr. Pennant was taken from a picture in poftefliou of Lord Elicok, Lord of 
SefiSona, copied from an original belonging H to Mr* Graham at Airth I am told that there is a very tine 
portrait of this celebrated pert m the property of Mr- Morrilon of Bogny, which was tent from Italy by 
Erich ton a Jbort time before lie was killed 

f Hilt Ecclef. Gen. Scot, ubi fupra, 

J Crichton replies to one of the Naiads of the Po, who appeared to him on hla arrival at Venice : 

-Fateor me, candlde Naiaa, 

Promtritvm qu&cunque fero : nee rurpis egeftas 

1 Infaudumve feel us fervl mta pe&ora vexat. 

At me quis nuferum magna cognoteit 111 n be 
Aut quis ad j jcquoreai» ftemem folatur arenas ? 

The Naid direfts him to Aldus; 

Hunc pete, namque regens filo vefligia caeca 
Dirigtl ilte tuns optato in tramite greflua. 

Inde via pendet, Seqviere hunc quseeunque jubentenfr 
Sic te Diva movie t fsevain qus Gorgona geltat* 

Qu* pkrumque tuts pretend eric optima votb. 


Dempfter 
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Dempfter gives us the following catalogue of his works; where it plainly appears, 
that he makes three books out of that placard which he affixed upon the gates of St. 
John and St. Paul's churches in Padua. 

The Catalogue of bis Works. 

L ODiE ad Laurentmm MaiTam plures, 

II. Laudes Patavina. Carmen extempore effufam, cum in Jacobi Moyfu Cornell! dotno expenmentum 
Wenii coram tola Acatfcnnas frequent*a non Gne muharum ftuporc facerer 
‘’TIL IgJiorationis Laudatio, extern porale Thcma ibidem redd it um poO; fe# horaru m djfpu tat ion e s, ufc pra* 
ientes fomnia potius fovere qiiam rem fe veram videre affirmanot, ait ManutuJS. 

IV, Be appulfa iuo Venetias. Delrtiae Poet. Scot. vol, i p 2 8. 

V. Oda; ad Alduin Manutium, Del Poet, Scot, vol t p 26 ?* 

VI, Epiftolse ad Diverfos, 

=VIL Praefationee folemnea in omnes feientias facias et profanas. 

VI11. Judicium de Fliilofophis. 

IX, JCrrores AnfloteliV, 

X. Armia an Liter# pradlant, Controverfia oratoria. 

XI. Rcfutatio Mathematicorum. 

XII. A comedy in tlic Italian language. 


APPENDIX.— Number IV. 

On the Murder of ct Laird of Innes.—As related in the old Account • 

JOHN Lord INNES, having no children, fettles his eftate upon his next heir and 
coulin Alexander nnesof Cromy, and feems to fuller him to enjoy his title and pof- 
feffions in his life time. Robert Innes of Innermarky, another cadet of the family, is 
difgufted to fee Innes of Cromy endowed with fo much power and preferred to him. 
He alarms Lord John, and makes him repent fo far of what he had done, that he joins 
in confpiracy with Innermarky to a/iaffinate his coufin Alexander. The author fays, 
*< John being brought over to his minde, (viz. Innes’s of Innermarky.) there wanted 
nothing but a conveniency for putting y 1 purpofe to execution, which did oiler itfelf 
in f month of Apryle 580, at w ch tyme Alex, being called upon fome bufinefsto Aber¬ 
deen, was obliged to itay longer there then he intended, by reafone that his only fone 
Robert, a youth of 16 yeirs of age, had fallen fick at the college, and his father could 
not leave the place untiU he faw q became of him. He hade tranfported him out 
of the old toune, and hade brought him to his own lodgeing in the new toune * 
he had alfo fent feveral of his fervams home from tyme to tyme to let his Lady know 
the reafone of his Hay, by means of thefe fervants it came to be known perfectly at 
Kinnardy in q' circumltance Alexander was at Aberdeen, q r he was lodged, and how 
he was attended, which invited Innermarky to take the occafione. Wherefore getting 
a confidcrable number of afliltants with him, he hade Laird John ryde to Aber¬ 
deen 1 : they enter the toun upon the night, and about middiiight came to Alexanders 
Jodgeing. 

“ The outer gate of the clofs they found oppen, but all the refl of the doors mutt; 
they vver afraid to break up doors by violence, lead the noile might alarm the neigh- 
.bouiheed, but choifed rather to ryfe up fuch a cry in the clofs as might obleidge thole 
who wer within to oppen the door and fee q - it might be. 1 he feuds at that tyme 
betwixt the familys of Gordone and Forbes wer not extinguilhed, therfor they ryfed 

a cry. 
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a cry, as if it had been upon fome outfall among thefe people, crying, * Help, a Gor¬ 
don, a Gordon,’ which is the gathering word of the friends of y' familie. 

« Alexander, being deeply interefted in the Gordon, at the noife of the cry liar ted 
from his bedd, took his fword in his hand and opened a back door that led to y c court 
below, ftept down three or four Heps, and cryed to know q 1 was the matter. Inner- 
marky who by his word new him, and by his whytt fliirtr decerned him perfectly, cocks 
his gun and Ihootts him through the body in ane inflant. As many as could get 
about him fell upon him and butchered him barbarouily. Innermarky perceaveing in 
the mean tyme y‘ Laird John flood by, as either relenting or terrified, held the bloody 
dagger to his throat that he had newly taken out of the murthered body, fwearing 
dreadfully y 1 he would ferve him the fame way if he did not as he did, and fo com¬ 
pelled him to draw his dagger, and flab it up to the hilts in the body of his neareft 
relatione, and the braveft that boare his name. After his example all who wer ther 
behooved to do the lyke, that all might be alyke guilty; yea in profecutione of this, it 
has been told me that Mr. John Innes, afterwards Coxtoune, being a youth than at 
fchooll, was ryfed out of his bedd, and compelled by Innermarky to flab a daggar unto 
the dead body, that the more might be under the fame condemnatione; a very crafty 
cruelty. 

“ The next thing looked after was the deftruefione of the lick youth Robert, who 
had lyein y 1 night in a bedd by his father, but upon the noyfe of q‘ was done, hade 
fcrambled from it, and by the help of one John of Culdreafons, or rather fome of the 
people of the houfs, had got out at ane unfrequented bak door into the garden, and 
from y' into a neighbour’s houfs, q f he hade flialtered ; the Lord in his providence 
preferveing him for the executing vengence upon thefe murthurers for the blood of 
his father. 

“ Then Innermarky took the dead man's fignet ring, and fent it to his wife, as from 
her hufband, by a fervant whom he had purehafed to that purpofe, ordering her to 
fend him fuch a particular box q ctl contained the bond of tailie, and all y l hade fol¬ 
lowed thereupon betwixt him and Laird John, whom the fervant faid he hade left 
w* his m r at Aberdeen : and yc for difpatch he hade fent his beft hors with him, and 
hade not taken Ieifure to writ, but fent the ring. Though it troubled the woman 
much to receave fuch a blind meafage, yet her hufband’s ring, his own fervant and 
his horfs, prevailed fo with her, togither with the man’s importunity to be gone, that 
lhee delivered to him q : he fought, and let him go. 

** There happened to be then about the houfs a youth related to the family, who 
was courious to go to the lenth of Aberdeen, and fee the young Laird who had been 
fick, and to whom he was much addicted. This youth hade gone to the liable to in- 
terceed with the fervant that he might carrie him behind him, and his difeourfs hade 
found the man under great reftraint and confufion of minde, fometiyme fayeing he 
he was to go no further than Ktnnardy (which indeed was the truth,) and at oy r times 
that he behooved to be immediately at Aberdeen. 

ct This brought him to be jealous, though he knew not q ( , but further knowledge he 
behoved to have, and therfor he ftept out a little beyond the entry, watching the fer- 
vant’s comeing, and in the by-going fuddenly leapt on behind him, and would needs 
either go alonges with him, or have fatisBeing reafone, why he refuffed him. 

“ The conteft became fuch betwixt them, that the fervant drew his durk to ridd him 
of the youth’s trouble, q cl1 the other wrung out of his hands, and down right killed 
him w’ it, and brought back the box w rh the writs and horfs to the houfs of Innes (or 
Cromie, 1 know not q‘\) ^ 
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tc As the lady is In a confufione for q' had fallen out, ther conies aneother of the fer- 
vants from Aberdeen, who gave ane account of the {laughter, fo that Hie behooved 
to conclude a fpeciall hand of Providence to h&ve been in the firft pafage. Her next 
courfs was to fecure her hufband’s writs the beft {he could, and flee to her friends for 
{h alter, by whos means fire was brought w'-all fpeed to the King, befor whom fhee 
made her complaint* And is heir let doun is hotderi by all men to be true matter 
of fafL 

cc The Earl of Huntly imediatly upon the report of the {laughter concerned himfelf 
becaufs of his relatione to the dead, and looked out for his fon, whom he inftantly 
carried to Edinburgh, and put him for {halter into the family of the Lord Elphinftoime, 
at that tyme Lord High Treafurer of the kingdome* 

“ Innermarky and Laird John, after the {laughter, came back to the Lord Saltoun's 
houfs, who lived then at Rothimay, and is thought to have been in the knowledge of 
q' they had been about, for certain it is they wer fupported by the Abernethys, ay until 
the law went againft them. From Rqthymay they went with a confiderable party of 
horfs, and repofcefl Laird John in all parts of the eftate of Lines* And Innermarky, 
to make the full ufe of q* he hade fo boldly begun, did, upon the feventein Maii 1580, 
which was 5 weeks after the Daughter, take from Laird John a new difpofmone of the 
eftate of Innes* 

u By what is faid, Innermarky may appeir to have been a man full of unrighteouf- 
nefs, craft, and cruelty ; yet forne fay for alleviations of his fact, that he having his 
chieiPs favour, hade got the firft difpofition of his eftate fai being airs of himfelf, but 
that Cromy had taken a pofterior right and hade fupplanted Innermarky, for q ch he in 
revenge had killed him, &c* But falfenefs of the allegance (mean as it is) is plaine 
paft contradi&ion, from the above narraitted writ, q Gh was given to Innermarky but 
40 days after the {laughter of Crpmy* 

u For two full yeirs Innermarky and John hade pofieft the eftate of Innes, ftrenthen- 
ing themfelfs with all the friendfhip they could acquyre ; but being in end declared out 
laws, in the 3 d yeir Robert I^aird of Innes, the fon of AIex r , came north with a com- 
million againft them and all others concerned in the Daughter of his father* This 
Robert was a young man well endued w c favour and underftanding, which had ingaged 
the Lord Treafurer fo far to wedd his intereft, that he firft weded the young man to 
his daughter, and then gote him all the aififtance requifit to poifefs him of his eftate, 
q Gh was no fooner done but he led waft the poffeflions of his enemies \ burning and 
blood filed was afted by both party s with animoully enough* 

€< In the mean tyme Laird John had run away to feek feme lurking place in the 
fouth, q 1 he was difeovered by the friends of the Lord Elphinftoune, and by them 
taken and fent north to the Laird Robert, who did not put him to death, but took 
him bound to various forts of performances, as appears by the contract betwixt them 
in anno 1585 : onegrofs was, y t that he fhould deliver up the charter chift, and all the 
old evidents, q ch he and Innermarky had feafed, and which I doubt if ever he faithfully 
did, els this relation hade been with lefs pains and more fully inftructed- 

u As to innermarky, he was forced for a v'hile to take the hills, and when he wearied 
of that, he hade a retreat of a difficult accefs within the houfs ofEdinglafly, q r he fieeped 
in little enough fecurity j for in September 1584, his houfs was furpryfed by Laird 
Robert, and that retching place of his firft entered by Alexander Innes, aftewards of 
Cotts, the fame who feme yeirs before had killed the fervant who came from Inner¬ 
marky with the falfe tokin for y e writs, and who all his lyfe was called Craigg in peirill, 
for venturing upon Innermarky then defperat, and whos cruelty he helped to repay 
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it in its own colne ; there was no mercy for him, for flain he was, and his hoar head 
cut oft' and taken by the widdow of him whom he hade flain, and carried to Edin¬ 
burgh and cafien at the King’s feett; a thing too mafcuiiae to be coin mended in a 
woman.” 


APPENDIX.- Numblr V. 

Of Caithncfs , Straibnaver, and Sutherland. 

By the Rev, Mr. Alexander Pope, Mini Iter of Re ay* 

AS the Pitts poffefled the northern parts of Scotland of old, as they did the molt 
fertile parts of the fouth, and were expelled in the year 839, we have very-little of 
their hiflory: what preferves the remembrance of that people is only the round build¬ 
ings wherein they dwelt, of which there are numbers all over the north, particularly 
Sutherland, Caithnefs, and Orkney. 

It is obfervable in thefe buildings, that there is no mortar of any kind, neither day nor 
lime ; nor had they any notion of calling an arch. They confifl of the belt Hones they 
could find, well laid and joined ; the wall was fometimes fourteen feet thick, and the 
great room, which was quite round, twenty two feet diameter j the perpendicular wall 
twelve feet high; and the roof was carried on round about with long Hones, till it 
ended in an opening at the top, which ferved both for light and a vent to carry off 
the fmoke of their fire. Where the Hones were long and good, they had fmall rooms 
for Heeping in the thickhefs of their wall. The door or entry was low, three feet for 
ordinary, fhut up by a large broad Hone. There is one of them entire in the parifli of 
Loth, which the Bilhop of Offory vifited and examined. It is the only one that is fo, 
as far as 1 could find, excepting one at Suifgil in the parilh of Kildonnan. It is to be 
obl’erved, that where the Hones were not flat and well bedded, for fear the outer wall 
fliould fail, they built great heaps of Hones to fupport it, fo that it looks outwardly 
like a heap without any defign, which is the cafe at Loth beg, in the parilh of Lothis. 
At the defire of the Bilhop of Ofi'ory I meafured feverai of them, and law fome quite 
demolilhed. We found nothing in them but hand-mills, or what the Highlanders call 
Querns, which were only eighteen inches diameter, and great'heaps of deer bones and 
horns, as they lived much more by hunting than any other means. 

What are ftyled foreft, or hunting-boufes, are fuppofed to have been ufed by the 
antient inhabitants for retreats in the hunting countries. They confiH of a gallery, 
with a number of fmall rooms on the fides, each formed of three large Hones, viz. one 
on each fide, and a third by way of covering. Thefe are made with the vaft flags this 
country is famous for. At the extremity is a larger apartment of an oval figure, pro¬ 
bably the quarters of the chieftain. The paflage or gallery is without a roof; a proof 
that they were only temporary habitations. Their length is from fifty 1 " to fixty feet. 
Thefe buildings are only in places,where the great flags are plentiful. In Glen-Loch 
are three, and are called by the country people Uags. 

I beg leave to make a few more remarks on the round edifices. They were large or 
fmall, according to the fize or goodnefs of the Hones in their neighbourhood. The 
Hones that formed the roof were placed thus : the largeft lay loweft, tlie remainder 
grew fuccefiively fmaller and thinner to the top; fo that there was no danger of its 
falling in by too great a preffure. The builders took great pains to bed their Hones 
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well; and, where two met, they were wont to band them above by another, and to pin 
them tight to make them firm. The doors were always on the eaft fide, and only 
three feet wide at the entrance, but grew higher within, and were cbfed with a great 
flag. They ufually introduced water into thefe houfes, where they formed a well, 
and covered it with a flag-ftone. A deep ditch furrounded the outfides of many of 
thefe buildings. The dead were interred at fome difiance from the houfes. The ceme¬ 
teries were of two kinds. In fome places the deceafed were placed within great circles 
offtonesofa hundred feet diameter, and the the corpfes covered with gravel In 
other places they were interred in cairns of a fugar-loaf form ; fome times bones have 
been found in them, fometimes urns with allies, a proof that burning and the common 
fpecies of interment was ufual. Sometimes the remains of iron weapons have been 
found, but fo corroded that their form could not be difiinguifhed. In one was found 
a brazen head of a fpear nine inches long. 

If thefe buildings were the work of the Pi&s, they originally extended over many 
parts of Scotland fouth of this country. The laft have been fo long in a ftate of cul¬ 
tivation, that it is not furprifmg that we fee none of thefe houfes at prefent, the ftones 
having been applied to various ufes. Even in thefe remote parts, they are continually 
defiroyed as farming gains ground, they offer a ready quarry to the hulbandman for 
making inclofures, or other purpofes of his bufinets. 

From the extirpation of the Pifis to the year 1266, Scotland was haraffed by m- 
vafions from the Norwegians and Danes, particularly the north part; for Harold the 
Fair, King of Norway, feized Orkney in the latter end of the ninth century. From 
Norway fwarms came to Orkney, and the paffage being fo fliort, all the north of Scot¬ 
land was continually in arms. As nothing can be expected in that period but fight¬ 
ing, bloodlhed, and rapine, we cannot look for improvements of any kind, and foT 
that reafon it is needlefs to attempt any particular hiftory of it. It is true, Torfsens 
gives us fome account of that time, which is all that we have. 

As to the family of Sutherland, they have poffefied that country fmce the expul- 
fion of the Pifts, and have continued as Thanes and Earls to this time. That they 
are originally of German extraction, is evident from their arms. Dr. Abercrombie, in 
his Hiftory of the Scots Ideroes, mentions Donald Thane of Sutherland married to a 
niece of King Kennet If. May that good family continue and profper. 

Lord Reay’s family derive their original from Ireland, in the twelfth century, when 
King William the Lion reigned. The occafion of their fettling in the north is men¬ 
tioned by Torfaeus, as captains of a number of warriors to drive the Norwegians out 
of Caithnefs. 

The Sinclairs Earls of Caithnefs are only of a late date. The family of Roilin is 
their original in Scotland ; but their coming into England is as early as the yeari066; 
for I find them mentioned among the commanders in the army of William the Con¬ 
queror, in the roll of Battel abbey. They were firft Earls of Orkney, then Earls of 
Caithnefs, and ftill continue in the perfon of William Sinclair of Ratter, who carried 
the peerage before the Britifh parliament this prefent year 1772. 

As for the hiftory of thefe parts, 1 fliall begin with 

Edrachilis *.—This parifh, which belongs to the family of Reay, is all forefl and 
rocks, little arable, and fc rcely any plain ground, excepting the town of Scoury, The 
pafture is fine, and plenty of red deer, but the country at fome diftance looks as if one 

* Properly Eider dar c boil lee, i. e. between two woods, 
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hill was piled upon another The firth that runs far into the land abounds with good 
filh, and herring in their feafon. _ ' , 

Torfaeus mentions a bloody battle fought in this firth, at a place called Glen du, by 
two pirates ; one of them he calls Odranus Gillius^ the other Suenus, wherein the 
latter was viaorious. There is likewife a tradition of fome bloody engagement be- 
twixt the Mackays and Macleods, 

Parifh of Diuruefs.—This parifh was of old a grafs room or fhealing to thebifhnp oi 
Caithnefs, and was difpofed of to the family of Sutherland by bifhop Andrew Stuart, 
and the family of Sutherland gave it to Lord Reay’s family. Two pieces of antiquity 
are to be feen in this parifh : ill, Dornadilla’s Tower, or hunting houfe, which ftands 
in Strathmore \ a very ftrange kind of building, w r ell worth the feeing*. It is certain 
that the fineft pafture is in the hills of Diurnefs, which rendered it the bed forth in 
Scotland of old. Our antient Scots kings hunted there frequently, and it appears that 
this was a cultom as far bade as the time of King Dornadilla. *d, 1 here is on the 
fide of a hill called Bui fpinunn, a fquafe piece of building, about three feet high and 
twelve fquare, well levelled, called Carn nri, or king’s earn, which probably was the 
place where his Majefty fat or Hood, and faw the fport, as he had from hence an ex- 
tenfive profpt£L Torfaeus mentions that one Suenus from Orkney waited on the 
King of Scotland as he was diverting himfelf in the hunting feafon in the hills of 
Diurnefs. T his fhould be in the days of Malcolm II. 

At Loch-eribol, on the north fide, there is a plain rock whicn is Hill called Lech 
vuaies, where they fay that Hacon King of Norway flaughtered the cattle he took front 
the natives in his return to Orkney, after the battle of Largis in the year 1263. Tor¬ 
faeus gives a journ?J of that expedition, and mentions King Hacon s landing there* 
But there is a tradition that a party of Norwegians, venturing too far into that country, 
were cut to pieces ; and that the place is called Strath urradale, from the name of the 
Norwegian commander : a cuftom very common of old. 

The greateCt curiofity in this parifh is a cave called Smow, It is a ftupendoiis 
or vault, and runs under ground fo far that the extremity of it was never found* 

Donald Lord Reay, the firft of that family, made an attempt, and we are told he 
proceeded very far, meeting with lakes, and paffing through them in a boat: b ut, after 
all, was obliged to fatisfy himfelf with feeing a part. 

Here-are fever a l caves that run far underground, but Smow is the moll remarkable, 
I am told that of late they have difeovered in the manor or mains of Diurnofs, a hole of 
great depth : it was of old covered with large hones, but thefe it Teems have mouldered 
away- So that it is the conjecture of many, that there are numbers of cavities of great 
extent, under ground, in this, parifh* 

This parifh is all upon the lime (tone, and abounds in marble j the part called 
ftriaiy Diurnefs, is a plain, the foil good, and the grafs incomparable, therefore capable 
of the bighefl improvement* The lakes are flared with the fineft filh, and lull of 
marie. The hills afford thebefl pafturage for ftieep, and the feas are well Itored with 
fifh. But the great difadvantage to this country is, that it is expofed to the north-well 
ftonns, which drive the fand upon it, and have by that means defrayed ieverai good 
firms, and threaten more harm daily* 

In this parifh is a firth called Loch-Eriboll ; Torheus calls it Goa^fiord, or the firth 
of Hoan, an ifhnd oppofite to it* This is one of the fineft and fafeft roads lor Ihipping 
in Europe ; the navy of Great Britain can enter it at low water, and find good anchor* 

* A further account of lUit lower will be given in l!ie Tour and Voyage of J J^2. 
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jn ft. It is a lofs that this incomparable bay has not been Curveted, and the different an¬ 
choring places marked. It would be a mighty bleffing to mariners, being fo near Cape 
Wrath one of the moft ftormy capes in the world. For it would be a late retreat 
to veftels, in time of (form, either failing towards the cape, or to thofe that had the 
misfortune to receive any damage off it. Cape Wrath is alfo in the panto of Di- 

ornels* * .« , 

Parilh of Tongue. The antiquities of this pari Hi are few. There is an old Danifli 

building upon the fummit of a hill, called Caftle varrich, or Barr caftle: for the Danes 
or Norwegians poffeffed that country for fome time. Tongue is the feat of Lord Rcav’s 
family. This parilh is rather better for pafture than tillage, but what corn ground 
they have is extremely good. Of old there was a fine foreft in it, and there is Hill 
plenty of deer. The anceftors of Lord Reay’s family drove the Danes from thefe parts. 

In this parlh is a loch, called Loch-Hacon « in it an illand, caked Ulan Lofftian Ha- 
con, in which there is the ruin of a Hone building with an artificial walk in if, called 
Grianau, becaufe dry and expofed to the fun. From which it appears that Earl Hacon, 
who poffeffed Orkney and Caithnefs, had a hunting houfe in this illand, and lodged 
there with his warriors, in the hunting leafbn* I he lea. coafl lor the gicatef! pair is ah 
rock, of a rough granite, or what we call whin. Here is a promontory or cape, called 
Whiten head, very ftormy when it is a hard gale. 

There was formerly a chapel in an ifland near Skerray ; the common people call 
it the ifle of Saints ; it goes by the name of Illand comb. 

Another illand, called Ilian ha nroan, all of a high rock, but good land, and plenty 
of water and mofs. It might be rendered impregnable. Both thefe illands are in the 
parilh of Tongue. I have" been in Ilian comb. If the fand had not over-run a part, it 
would be a charming place. 

A bloodv battle was fought in this parilh of old, by one of the anceftors of Lord 
Reay, againft one Agnus" Murray, a Sutherland man, wherein the Sutherland men 
were cut to pieces. The field of battle is called Drim na coub. And in the fame 
place there was a llurmifh betwixt Lord Reay’s men, and a number of Frenchmen that 
were on board the Hazard Hoop of war, in' 1746: fome of the French were killed, 
and the reft taken prifoners. 

This parilh is remarkable for an excellent ebb, where they have the fineft cockles, 
nmfcles, .fpout fifh, and flounders, or floaks; which is a great blefling to the poor, 
and no fmall benefit to the rich. And in the firth of Tongue there is a fine ifland, 
abounding with rabbets, called Rabbet Ifle. It has many lochs, or freih water lakes, 
full of the fineft trout and falmon. 

Parilh of Far.—The whole of thefe four parilhes was of old called Strathnaver, 
from the river Navar, which was fo called, as fome think, from the name of one of 
King Kenneth the Second’s warriors. It is a noble body of water, well ftored with 
falmon, having many fruitful and beautiful villages on the banks of it, and is fo in¬ 
habited for eighteen miles. 

At a place" called Langdalc there were noble remains of a druidical temple, being a 
circle of 100 feet diameter, and furrounded with a trench, fo that the earth formed a 
bank ; in the midft of it a llone was erected like a pillar, where the Druids flood and 
taught. The country people have now trenched or delved that ground, and Town it 
with com. There was in that town a large round building, and a place where they 
buried of old. 

This parilh is of great extent, rather a country for pafture than tillage. A great 

battle was fought of old at a place called-, Harald or Harald’s field or plain, 

betwixt 
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betwixt Reginald King of the Ifles, and Harald Earl of Orkney and Caithness. Ha- 
rald was well drubbed ; and the field of battle is full of fmall cairns, where the flain 
are buried, and fome large Rones erected like pillars Ihew where perfons-of note were 
interred. Torfaeus tells a long Rory about this affair ; it feeras that they had bloody 

Ikirmilhes at-, and near the manfe of Far, as appears from the number of cairns 

in both thefe places. There is*a molt curious fepulchral monument in the churchyard 
of Far, which may be of that date; it is of hard hill granite, well cut, confidering the 
a;ra of it. But what the meaning of the fculpture is, we know not. Only we may 
guefs, that theperfon for whofe fake it was erefted, was a chriftian, becaufe of the 
crofs upon the Rone ; and that he was a warrior, becaufe we fee a fliield or target upon 
it. I have taken a draught of it. 

In this parilh, in old times, was a chapel at a town called Skail, upon' the river 
Naver ; another in the extremity thereof, at Moudale; and another at Sarthie, the 
molt beautiful and fertile part of the parilh. 

Betwixt Far and Kirtomy, in this parilh, is a moR Angular curiofity, well worth the 
pains of a traveller to view, being the remains of an old fquare building or tower, called 
Borve, Handing upon a fmall point joined to the continent by a narrow neck of land 
not ten feet wide. This point or head is very high, confiRing of rock, and fome gra¬ 
vel on the top; on both fides is very deep water, and a tolerable harbour for boats. 
This tower feems to be built by the Norwegians ; and the tradition is that one Thorkel, 
or Torquil, a warrior mentioned by Torfaeus, was the perfon that built it. They 
fpeak lifcewife of a lady that was concealed there; Hie is faid to be an Orkney woman, 
and Thorkel was an Orkney man. But what is moR curious, is, that through the rock 
upon which the tower Rands, there is a pafiage below of 200 feet in length, like a grand 
arch or vault, through which they row a boat. The writer has been one of a company 
that rowed through it. The pafiage is fo long, that when you enter at one end, you 
fancy that there is no poflibility to get out at the other et vice verfa. How this hard 
rock was thus bored or excavated, 1 cannot fay; but it is one of the mod curious natu¬ 
ral arches, perhaps, in the known world. 

In this parilh there is alfo a promontory, called Strathy head ; Ptolemy the geogra¬ 
pher callsit Vervadrtinij'as he calls Cape Wrath, Tarvedrum, and Dungfbey head, Ber- 
ubium. Thefe three promontories run in a line, from N. W. to north, and jut far out 
into the fea, having moll rapid tides upon them. In Strathy head is a Rately cave, cal¬ 
led Uai nei, or cave where they find driven wood or timber. The entrance into this 
cave is very grand, the natural rock almoft forming itfelf like the fway of an arch : the 
writer hereof has admired the beauty of it. This promontory is the fineft pafiure for 
ftieep and goats in the north of Scotland. 

To the north-eaR of Strathy there is a Rone erected near the highway, with a crofs 
upon it, which fiiews its antiquity as a fepulchral monument. Ere&ed Rones were the 
diftinguilhing marks of the graves of perfons of note in time of Paganifm. And after 
Chnftianity was planted in this kingdom, the diftin&ion of Pagan from Chriltian was 
that a crofs was cut upon the fepulchral monuments of the latter. 1 have leen many 
with this diftingui filing badge. 

No doubt there are mines in this country, if perfons of Ikill examined our fliores 
and rocks; as yet no pains have been taken. I have been told that there is at Loch- 
Eribol plenty of iron Rone, and fomething like a tin mine. As I do not underftand 
thefe things, I chufe to pafs them over. As for fea-filh and fliells, we have none ex¬ 
traordinary. It is true, in Caithnefs, John a Groat’s buckies are very curious and 
beautiful, of which we fliatl take notice in the parilh of Cannelby. 
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Parifh of Reay. Some part of this parifh lies in thelhire of Sutherland, but the great- 
eft part in that of Caithnefs} that part in Sutherland is called Strath-Halladale, from 
Halladha Earl of Orkney, a Norwegian, (lain in battle in the beginning of the tenth 
century. The field of battle is full of fmall cairns, or heaps of ftone. The com¬ 
mander in chief, and principal warriors fiain in that afiion, are buried in a place apart 
from the field of battle: I have frequently feen the place. The tradition is, that HalU 
adha is buried in a fpot inclofed with a circular trench ten or twelve feet wide, and that 
hisfword lies by his fide. There was a ftone erefted in the middle of this circle, part 
of which ftill remains. Near the field of battle ftands a little town, called Dal Hall¬ 
adha, or Halladha’s field. A river runs through Strath-Halladale, which is rather 
pafture ground on-the fides of it, for the eleven miles it is inhabited. 

The boundary betwixt Sutherland and Caithnefs, to the north, is called Drim Halli- 
ftin. Caithnefs is a flat plain country, having few hills; the foil good, and producing 
great quantities of corn in fruitful feafons; it lies upon quarries of a black flate kind, 
and perhaps no country on earth excells it for fmooth thin flags or Hates of great di- 
inenfions. As thefe flags may be feen in all part of the country, it is needlefs to de- 
fcribe them. The foil not being deep, and the country flat, renders our highways very 
deep in winter, and very dry in fu miner. That part of the parifh of Reay in the fliire 
of Caithnefs, is excellent corn ground through the whole of it. It appears that many 
battles have been fought in it in former times, but we have no tradition concerning 
them. In later times fome bloody Ikirmiflies happened betwixt M‘Kay of Strathnaver, 
and Keith Earl Marefchal; and alfo betwixt the Caithnefs and Strathnaver people. 

The following chapels flood in this parifh of old; St. Mary’s at Lybfter; St. Mag¬ 
nus’s at Shebfber: one at Shail, another at Baillie, and a third in Shurerie; befides the 
parifli kirk dedicated to St. Colman, at Reay. There is an old caflle at Dimreay, and 
modern houfes both at Bighoufe and Sandfide. 

Lead mines are frequent in Caithnefs; but the country is fo flat, that there is no 
working them for water. The moft promifing mine is at Sandfide, being in the face of 
a rock near the fea. It might prove of value, if proper pains were taken to work it. 
The highways rUu near it. 

It feems that the Saxons, in the fifth century, plagued this country ; and it is prob¬ 
able thatThurfo is fo called from Horfa the Saxon genera!, who landed in the river of 
Thurfo, or Inverr-Horfa, the landing-place of Horfa. And when the Saxons plundered 
Caithnefs, it feems they had a bloody conflict with the natives. In this parifli there is 
a place called Tout Horfa, or Horfa’s grave, where they fay that fome great warrior was 
flam and buried; in the place is a great ftone erected. Probably he was one of 
Horfa’s captains. This is the tradition. 

Parifh of Thurfo. Thurfo, or Inver-Aorfa, fo called from the Saxon general, is a 
town of an old date; we find mention made of it as a populous place in the eleventh 
century, and from it the parifli is denominated. Formerly a ftrong caftle flood in it, 
called Cailrum de Thorfa ; but no veftige of it is now extant. The Earls of Caithnefs 
had a fine fquare at Thurfo Eaft now demolifhed. The Bifhop of Caithnefs had a 
ftrong caftle at Scrabfter, near Thurfo, called the caftle of Burnfide, built in the 
thirteenth century, by Gilbert Murray, Bifhop of Caithnels: the ruins are (till extant. 
Another caftle flood at Ormly, near i hurfo : lately demolifhed. At Murkil, to the 
eaft ot Thurfo, there were great buildings of old; it was a feat of the late Earl of 
Caithnefs, and at Hamer he had a modern houfe. An old tower, ftill extant, ftands at 
Brines, three miles well of Thurfo. 
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As for chapels and places of worfhip, one flood at Crofs Kirk, one at Brines, another 
at Gwic, and a fmall chapel flood in the parks of Thurfo Eafl, where Earl Harold the 
younger was buried. The walls are fallen down; but Mr. Sinclair of Ulbfler, very 
generoiifly is determined to enclofe that fpot, becaufe that young nobleman is interred 
there. The church of Thurfo was the bifhop’s chapel; and when he refilled, in Caith- 
nefs, he often preached there. I was told by the late Earl of Caithnefs, that there was 
a nunnery in ancient times near his feat at Murkil, The country people call the place 
the Glolters ; but no veflige of the building is extant, excepting the remains of the 
garden wall, which enclofed a rich fpot of ground. Torfaeus fays that a Queen of Nor¬ 
way lived fome time at Murkil. He relates that Harold the Bloody, foil to Harold the 
Fair, was banifhed for his cruelty, with his Queen; and that his brother Hacon iucceed- 
ed to the throne: but after Harold the Bloody was flainin England, his Queen returned 
to Orkney, andrefided fome time at Murkil in Caithnefs. 

The fame author mentions great battles fought in this parifh ; one in the eleventh 
century, on the plains of Thurfo Eafl, betwixt Thorfinnus Earl of Orkney, and one 
Karl or Charles; he calls him King of Scotland, or a general of the Scots army. An¬ 
other bloody battle at Claredon, near Thurfo Eafl, betwixt the Earls Harold the 
elder and younger. I have already told that Earl Harold the younger is buried near 
the field of battle, and a chapel erected over his grave, which is now to be enclofed by 
Mr. Sinclair of Ulbfler, a moft promifing youth. 

The bifhop of Caithnefs, fince the reformation, lived in a fmall Iioufe at Scrabfter, 
which is dill extant, and belongs to the crown. He had a grafs room in the Highlands, 
called Dorary, where flood a chapel, called Gavin’s Kirk, or Temple Gavin ; the wafts 
are Hill (landing. The river of Thurfo abounds with falmon, ten and eleven lads of 
fifli have been caught. 

Parifh of Olrig. A fine com country, two miles and a half in length, and a mile 
broad, or thereabouts. Nothing memorable in it. 

Parifh of Dunnet. The northerly winds have covered a great part of this parifh with 
fand ; a large traft of ground is ruined and not likely to be recovered. In this parifh 
Hands Dunnet head, or what Ptolemy calls Berubium, a large promontory*, with a moft 
terrible tide on the point of it. A hermit in ancient times lived upon it, the ruins of his 
cell are extant. It is a fine fheep paflure. The parifh itl'elf is an excellent corn coun¬ 
try. At Ratter is the feat of the prefent Earl of Caithnefs. 

Pariih of Cannefbey is a fine corn country. Here was the ancient refidence of one 
of the governors of Caithnefs, under the Norwegian lords that held Orkney and 
Caithnefs. They dwelt at Dungfbey, and their office was called the Praefeftura dc 
Dungalfbaris. Torfteus mentions bloody battles fought betwixt the Scots and Nor¬ 
wegians, near Dungifby, in the tenth century. And Ewin, King of Scotland, fought 
an army of Orkney men, at Huna in this parifh, and dellroyed their King and his army. 
Here was, formerly, befides the parifh church, a chapel at St. John’s head, near Mey, 
and another at Frefwick. 

At Mey there is a beautiful, ftrong caflle, belonging to Sir John Sinclair. Here a 
kind bf coal is found, like the Lanftaffen coal in Wales. At Frefwick (lands a large 
modern houfe, the feat of Mr. John Sinclair. And there is a ftrong old caflle, built on 
a high rock joined to the continent by a narrow neck of land to the l'outh of Frefwick. 
Torfteus calls it I.ambaburgum five cafirum agnorum. It fuflained a memorable fiege 
in the twelfth century. In later times it was pofleffed by Mouat of Bucholly. The 
common people call it Bucclc’s caflle, a corruption of Buchollie's caflle. In Dungifby, 
the rapid tides of the Pentland throw up vafl quantities of moft beautiful fea flit Us, 
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abundance of which are carried fouth for ftiell work* They are called John a Groat% 
buckies. The town and ferry belonged of old to a gentleman of the name of Groat. 

An tflaad belongs to this parifh, called Stroma, in which there is a vault where they 
bury, built by one Kennedy of Carmnucfu The coffins are laid on ftools above ground* 
But the vault being on the fea edge, and the rapid tides of the Pentland firth running by 
it, there is fu?h a faltifh air continually, as has converted the bodies into mummies : in- 
fpmuch, that one Murdo Kennedy, foil of Carnnmch, is faid to beat the drum on his* 
father’s belly. * - 

Parifli of Wick, an excellent corn country, and a fruitful fea ; 2000 barrels of her¬ 
rings were caught here in the year 1771* There was a chapel near Caflle Sinclair,, 
called Sr. Tay, another at Ulbfter, and a third at Kilrnifter* The caflle of Girnigois 
the oldeft building in this parifh. I cannot find out by whom it was erefted* It is pro¬ 
bable fome ftrong building flood here before the prefent ruinous houfe was erefted, It 
Hands on a rock in the fea* Near it flood Caflle Sinclair, built by George Earl of 
Caithnefs; a grand houfe in thofe days. Not far from it flood the caflle of Akergil, 
built by Keith Earl Marefchal: bid this place is now rendered 3 1110ft beautiful and, 
convenient feat, by Sir William Dunbar of Hemp rigs, the proprietor- die old tower 

is thelargefl vault in the North of Scotland, beautified with elegant lights and plaifler- 
Ing, by Sir William ; fo that It is now the grandeft room in all this part of the country. 

The town of Wick is a royal burgh, now rifiog fmee the herring fifhery has profper-. 
„ ed* To the fouth of it flands an old tower, called Lord Glifant’s caflle. A copper ore 
was difeovered there, and wrought for fome time, but I do not find they have proceeded 
in it* 

In this parifh there is a haven for fifiling boats, called Whaligo, which is a. creek be¬ 
twixt two high rocks. Though the height of one of thefe rocks Is furprifing, yet the 
country people have madefbeps by which they go up and dpyvn, carrying heavy burdens 
on their back j which a ftranger, without feeing >h wQufd.feareely believe* This is a fine 
fifhing coafl* 

There was a battle fought at Old 1 Nanaerluch, In 16S0, betwixt the Earl of Caith*. 
nefs, and Lord Glenurchy, 

Parifh ofLathrone, eighteen miles long ; partly paflure, partly corn ground. It has 
a chapel at Barter Clyth, and another at tjie water of Dunbeath, befides the parifh. 
kirk. 

At the loch of Stemfter, in this, parifh, Hands a famous Druidical temple, 1 have 
viewed the place: the circle is large, above 1 go feet diameter; the ftones are large 
and ereft.; and to fhew that the planetary fyftern was obferved by them, they are fet up 
in this manner, 1: 2 : 3:4: 5 : 6: 7. Then the fame courfe begins again j, 1 : a ; 
3 : 4 : &c* Few of the ftones are now fallen. Near the temple there is a ruin, where 
the Arch-Druid, it feems, refided, I find no fuch large Druid temples in the country 
as for fmall ones, they are generally found In many places. 

Upon a rock in the edge of the fea, in Eafter Clyth, there is an old building* called 
Cruner Gunn's caflle. This gentleman of the name of Gupn was coronator qr juftiqi- 
ary of Caithnefs ; he was bafely murdered, with feveral.gentlemen of the name, and of 
other names, in the kirk of St* Teay, near caflle Sinclair, by Keith Earl MarefqhaL 
'Iheftory is told at full length in the hiflory of the family of Sutherland. This hap¬ 
pened in the fifteenth century. At Mid Clyth there was a large houfe, built by Sir 
George Sinclair of Clyth* At Nottingham there is an elegant new houfe, built by 
Captain Sutherland of Farfe : near this is the parifli kirk. There is a ftrong old cafile at 
Dunbeath; and near Langwallisa ftrong old ruin,/aid to be Ronald Cheir’s caflle * 
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he lived in the fourteenth century, and was a great hunter of deer, as will be told when 
we come to fpeak of the parifli of Halkirk. He had a third part of Caithnefs in pro¬ 
perty : his great eftate was divided betwixt his two daughters j one of which became a 
nun, the other married the anceftor of the Lord Duffus. 

There is an old building at Lathrone, called Harold tower, faid to have been built 
by wicked Earl Harold, in the twelfth century. 

We read of bloody encounters in this parifli, betwixt the Caithnefs men, and Hugo 
Frefkin Earl of Sui her land : and likewife many tonfii&s betwixt the two countries in 
after-times. Torfieus fays that King William the Lion marched into Caithnefs with a 
great army, and encamped at Oufdales, or Eifkenidale. This expedition of his Majefty’s 
Was to drive out wicked Earl Harold the elder, who had flain Harold the younger. 
The king feized Caithnefs as a conquefl, then Earl Harold fubmitted himfelf to him. 

Parifli of Loth, a fine corn country; much haVaflcd of old by the Danes or Nor¬ 
wegians. In it are St. Ninian’s chapel at Navidale, John the Baptilt’s at the river 
Helmifdale, St. loan’s at Eafler Garde, and St. TruIIen’s at Kintradwel, befides the 
parifli kirk. The caftle of Helmifdale was built by Lady Margaret Bail lie, Countefe of 
Sutherland : and there was a fquare or court of building at Craiag, erected by Lady 
Jane Gordon, Countefs of Sutherland; no veftige of it now extant. 

There is fine fifhing in the rivers of Helmifdale and Loth. The latter has a very high 
c-ataraft, where the water pours from a high rock, and falls into a terrible gulph be¬ 
low. If this could be removed, this river would afford excellent falmon fifhing. The 
hills in this parifli were of old famous for hunting. At-there is a hunting houfe, pro¬ 

bably built by the Pi£ts, confiding of a great number of fmall rooms, each composed of 
three large ftones. Thefe buildings prove that a tribe lived here in the hunting feafon. 
Near it flands a large Piftifh caftle, called Cam Brail. It Teems that this Bran, or 
Brian, was fome great man in thofe days, and that all thefe accommodations were of 
his building. The quarry from whence the ftones were carried to build this caftle, is 
ftill to be feen, and the road for their carriage vifible, being like a fpiral line along the 
fide of the hill. 

I read of no battles in this parifli: fome bloody conflicts are told us, and thefe are to 
be feen in the hiftory of the family of Sutherland. Near the miln of Loth-beg is the 
entire Pi£ts houfe, which the bifhop of Olfory entered. There is a fine caicade as 
you travel along the Ihore under Loth-beg, which makes a charming appearance when 
there is any fall of rain, or in time of a keen fro ft. 

Parifh of Clyne, partly corn ground, and partly fit for pafture. There was a chapel 
at Dol, called St. Mahon. No confiderable buildings in this parifh. Sutherland of 
Clyne had. a good houfe; and Nicolas Earl of Sutherland had a hunting feat in the 
Highlands called Caftle Uain, but now demolilhed. 

Them is a tradition that a battle was fought at Kilalmklll, in this parifli, wherein the 
country people routed the Danes. The common marks of a battle are vifible there, viz. 
a number of fmall cairns. Another bloody battle was fought at Clyne Milton, betwixt 
the Sutherland and Caithnefs men ; the flaughter was great, and the cairns, ftill to be 
feen there, cover heaps of flain. 

The river of Brora affords a fine falmon fifhery: it falls into the fea at Brora. 
Within two large miles is the loch of that name, which abounds with falmon. From 
the loch the river lies to the well; and at a place called Achir-na-hyl, is a mod charm¬ 
ing cafcade : here alfo they fifh for pearls. On the top of a fmall hill near the houfe of 
Clyne, is a fime-ftone quarry; and in the heart of the ft one, all forts of fea Ihells 
known in thefe parts are found. They are frefh and entire, and the lime-ftone within 
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the fliell refenibles the fiSi. The bifhop of Offory employed men to hew out maffes of 
the rock, which he broke, and carried away a large quantity of fhells. Near the bridge 
of Brora there is a fine large cave called Uai na Caiman. The biihop of Offory admired 
it, and faid there were fuch caves about Bethlehem in PaleHine. 1 he coal work and 
fait work are obvious here. But at Strath'leven, near the fea, there is a hermit’s apart¬ 
ment, cut.artificially in the natural rock, well worth a vifit from any curious traveller. 

1 need not mention the artificial iflands in the loch of Brora, made by the old thanes 
of Sutherland, as a place of refuge in dangerous times. Near that loch (lands a high 
hill or rock, Creig baw ir, on the fuinmit of which there is great ipace. I his rock is 
fortified round; and as the neck that joins it to another rock is lmall, it feeras that when 
they were invaded by enemies, they fled to this llrong hold, and drove their cattle 
likewife into it for fafety. Others fay it was a place for keeping of a watch. 

Parifh of Golfpie, this is a fine corn country. The parifh kirk was of old at Culmalie; 
and at Golfpie the family of Sutherland had a chapel of eaffi, dedicated to St. Andrew 
the Apoflle. In this parifh Hands the feat of the Earls of Sutherland, at Dimrobin; but 
during the Danifh wars, they lived at a greater diftance from the lea. 1 his pari/h af¬ 
fords no other great buildings; nor is there any tradition concerning any battles 
fought in it: finall ikirmifhes have happened here; particularly in the year 1 746, when 
the Earl of Cromarty was taken prifoner. Moll remarkable is the devaflation done by 
fand ; large trafts of corn around have been quite fpoiled thereby, and more mifchief 
is threatened yearly. 

Parifh of Dornoch, in this parifh Hands the cathedral church of Caithnefs. The 
Norwegians having murdered biihop John at Scrabfter, and bifhop Adam at Halkirk, 
in the year 1222 ; Gilbert Murray, the fucceeding bifliop, built the cathedral at Dor¬ 
noch, which was when entire, a neat compact building. It was burnt in troublefome 
times, and never fully repaired. The bifhop had a fummer refidence at Skibo; but in 
winter he lived in his caftle at Dornoch, the ruins of which are to be feen. 1 here was 
a ftately fabrick of a church, built in that town, in the eleventh century, by St. Bar, 
bifhop of Caithnefs; but bifhop Murray thought it too finall: it Hood where the 
council houfe now Hands. We are told that the diocefe of Caithnefs was not divided 
into parifhcs till the days of bifliop Murray; and that he tranflated the pfalms and 
gofpels into the Irifh language, or Scots Gaelic. The dignified clergy had houfes and 
glebes in Dornoch ; thefe made up his chapter when there was occafion to call one. 
it is a lofs that we have none of their records ; nor indeed is it a great wonder, confi- 
dering the daily invafionsof the Danes, which ended not till 1266. 

In bifhop Murray’s time there was a bloody battle fought at Hilton near Embo ; he 
and William Earl of Sutherland fought there againfi the Danes, and cut them to pieces. 
The Danifh general was killed, and lies buried in Hilton. 1 here was a Hone erefted 
over his grave, which the common people called Ree crofs, or crofs in Ri, or King’s 
crofs, fancying that the King of Norway was there buried. A brother of the bifhop was 
alfo killed in this battle; his body lies in a Hone coffin in the call aifle of the cathedral, 
above ground, near the font. The hewn Hone erefted to the caH of Dornoch is a 
trophy of this viftory : it has the Earl of Sutherland’s arms on the north fide. Hill very 
vifible, and the bifliop of Caithnefs’s arms on the fouth fide, but the heat of the fun has, 
quite deflroyed the fculpture. 

The driving of fand is very hurtful to this parifh, and threatens Hill more harm. The 
only old building in it, excepting thofe already mentioned, is Skibo. Hugo Frdkin, 
Earl of Sutherland, gave thefe lands to bifhop Gilbert Murray, then archdeacon of 
Murray, in 1186. It paffed through feveral hands, till at laH it came to Lord Dufius’s, 
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and now it returns to the family of Sutherland. It was a great pile of building, fur- 
rounded with a rampart. The prefent modern houfe is hill habitable. The fituation is 
moll beautiful, and a fine houfe there would have a noble effeffc. Cyder-hall is only a 
modern houfe. The plantations here, and at Skibo, are the mod thriving in this parilh. 
At the latter place a houfe was lately built in a very elegant tafle. Embo is an old build¬ 
ing, the feat of the knights of Embo. It is a pity that it has neither plantations nor 
policy about it. 

Parilh of Creich has no great buildings in it: Pukroffi is the bell. The great cata- 
ra£t at Inverfliin is a grand fight: fuch a large body of water pouring down from a 
high rock cannot mifs affording entertainment. The river of Shin abounds with large 
falmon, and fturgeons are often feen there. In the i ith or 12th century lived a great 
man in this parilh, called Paul Meutier. This warrior routed an army of Danes near 
Creich. Tradition fays that he gave his daughter in marriage to one Ilulvcr, or Leander, 
a Dane, and with her the lands of Strahohee; and that from that marriage are defeended 
the Clan Landris, a brave people, in Rofslhire, The gentlemen of the name of Gray 
pofleffed Mertil-Creich of an old date; and at Mrydol there was a good houfe and or¬ 
chard, which I believe are ftill extant. I find no other memorabilia in the parilh of 
Creich. 

Parilh of Larg. The moll remarkable thing in it is Loca-Shin, which is computed to 
be eighteen miles long, with fine pa (lure-ground on each fide of it. What fkirmilhes 
have happened in this parilh are mentioned in the hiftory of the family of Sutherland. 

Parilh of Rogart confifts of good pafturc and good corn land. A bloody battle was 
fought here, near Knochartol, in the days of Countefs Elizabeth. Tradition fays, that 
upon the field of battle fuch a number of fwords were found, that they threw numbers 
of them into a loch j and that in dry fummers they ftill find fome of them. There is 
a place in this parilh called Morinefs, and Ptolemy the geographer places there a people 
called the Morini. He alio calls the river Helmifdale, lleas; and the natives call it in 
the Gaelic, lllie, Avin Illie, Bun lllie, Stra lllie. 

Parilh of Kildonnan confifts of a valley, divided into two parts by the river Helmif¬ 
dale, or lllie, only fit for palture. The parilh kirk is dedicated to St. Donan. A tribe 
lived here called Gunns, of Norwegian extraction: they have continued here upwards 
of five hundred years, and contributed to extirpate the Danes out of Sutherland. They 
were in all times fatellites to the Earls of Sutherland. Their chieftain is lately dead, and 
reprefented by two boys: it were to be wilhed that fome generous perfon would take care 
of their education. The molt remarkable piece of hiftory relating to this parilh is what 
Tor fastis mentions, viz. that Helga, Countefs of Orkney, and her filler Frauhaurk, lived 
at Kinbrafs, and fupported a grand family there. This lady had a daughter called Mar¬ 
garet, who was educated in thefe deferts, and there married Maddadius Earl of Athole, 
uncle’s foil to King David I. of Scotland. Thefe buildings were burnt, and reduced to 
heaps, fo that wc cannot difeeni what their model has been; at prefent, they are called 
Cairn-fhuin: and Torfeus fays that one Suenus burnt and demolilhed them. 

"What fmall fkirmilhes have happened in this parilh are not worth mentioning, ex¬ 
cepting what Torfeus mentions relative to Kinbrafs, betwixt Suenus an Orkney man 
and Aulver Roila captain of a guard, which an old wicked lady, called Frauhaurk, kept 
10 defend her. This lady, we are told, had ordered a party to go and murder Oiafus, ■ 
the father of Suenus, at Dungfbey, which party Aulver commanded. They came to 
Dunglbey, and burnt that brave man, and fix more with him, in his own houfe. Luckily 
the lady of the houfe was abfent, being invited to an entertainment in the days of Chrift- 
mas. Her fon Gunnius, the anceftor of the Gunns, was with her, and Suenus was aVfc 
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abfent. After many years Suenus comes with a party, attacks Aulver, and after 
a fmart engagement defeats him, fo that he fled, and as many as could make their 
efcape with him. Suenus after this burns Frauhaurk and all her family, and made A 
heap of the buildings: and though the ruins are great, yet no man .can tell of what kind 
they were; that is, whether round like thePiftdh houfes, or not. This happened in 
the 1.2th century. 

Pariih of Halkirk, partly com land, partly pafture. Many places of worfhip have 
been in this pariih; fuch as the paiifli kirk of Skinnan, the hofpital of St. Magnus at 
Spinal, the walls of the church belonging to it being ftill extant; the chapel of Olgrim- 
beg; the chapel of St. Trofthi, at Weftfield; the chapel of St. Querin, at S trathmore; 
another chapel at Dilred : and as the bifliop of Caithnefs lived of old at Halkirk, his 
.chapel was called St. Kathrin, of which there is no veftige left but a heap of rubbiiii. 

The Norwegian lords that were fuperiors of Caithnefs built the cattle of Braal. Here 
lived Earl John, who is faid to have caufed the burning of the bilhop of Caithnefs. 
This bifliop, nhofe name was Adam, lived near the place where the minifter's houfe 
Hands, too near the bloody Earl. It is laid he was fevere in exacting tithes, which made 
the country people complain; whereupojj the Earl told them that they Ihould take the 
bifliop and boil him. Accordingly they went on furioufly, and boiled the bifliop in his 
own houfe, together with one Serlo a monk, his companion, in the year 1222. King 
Alexander II. came in perfon to Caithnefs, and, it is faid, executed near eighty perfons 
concerned in that murder. The Earl fled, but afterwards pardoned by the King. 
However, fome time after he was killed in the town of Thurfo by fome perfons whom 
he defigned to murder. At Braal there was a fine garden, befide which they catch the 
firll falmon from the month of November to the month of Auguft. The fituation is 
moft beautiful, very well adapted for the feat of a great man. The caftle of Dilred 
W as built by Sutherland of Dilred, defeended from the family of Sutherland : it is a 
finall building on the top'of a rock. His fon, Alexander Sutherland, forfeited his eftate; 
and thefe lands were given to the anceftor of Lord Reay, but now bdong to Mr. Sin¬ 
clair of Ulbfter. 

Up the river Hands an old ruin, called Lord Chein’s, or Ronald Chein’s, hunting- 
houfe: he was the Nimrod of that age, fpending a great part of his time in that exer- 
cife. The houfe flood at the outlet of a loch, called Loch-more, the fource of the river 
of Thurfo, which abounds with falmon. Ronald Chein had a cruive on this river, 
with a bell fo conftrucled, that when a fifli tumbled in the cruive the bell rang. The 
tradition is, that all thefe highlands were then foreft and wood, but now- there is fcarcely 
any wood. This loch is about half a mile long, and near that in breadth, and is the 
beft fiffi pond in Britain ; many lulls are caught every year on the fliore of this loch 
by the country people. Sixty nets are for ordinary {hot on it in a night, and fifli in 
every one. Many gentlemen claim a property in it, for which caufe it is a common 
good to .the country in general. 

There is In the town of North Calder an old ruin, called Tulloch-hoogie. Torfeus 
fays that Ronald Earl of Orkney was treacheroufly murdered there by a ruffian he calls 
Thiorbiornus Klerkus, and a fmart Ikirmilh enfued. THiorbiornus fled, and being hotly 
purlued, was burnt in a houfe where he took flielter, and eight more with hira.° This 
was in the 12th century. Two battles were fought by the Danes in the dales of the 
panlh of Halkirk.: one at Toftin-gale, the grave of the foreigners. A Scots nobleman 
w hom Torfaus calls Comes Magbragdus, commanded on one fide, and a Norwegian * 
called Liotus, on the other : Liotus was mortally wounded, and buried at Sten hou’ 
near the kirk of Watten, The other battle was fought at Hal [ary. The large Jones’ 
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erected at Rangag and thereabout * are fepulchral monuments* where perfons of note 
are buried. There was a battle fought in the i£tft century, by the Girnns and others, 
at a place called Blarnandofs, near Harpifdale, wherein the Gunns were routed. The 
beautiful river of Tburfo runs through this parifh* and numbers of falmcn are caught 
in it. Piftifh houfes are very numerous along the fhore, but ali fallen down. It is a. 
moll beautiful parifh, and mult have of old abounded with game and fifh, which invited 
people 1 to fettle in it. Mr. Sinclair, of TJlbfler, is proprietor of one half of it; 

PariiH of Bower : here the archdeacon of Cauhrtefs refitted. The pope of Rome 
was of old patron. 1 have in my poffeflion two prefentations from his holinefs to the 
archdeacon of Bo war. It was anciently a very extenfive parifh, but now Wat ten is 
part of it. I know of no other place of worfhip, betides the parifh kirk^ excepting the 
chapel of Dun, where a clergyman officiated, before the erection of the parifh of Watten. 

I know of nothing memorable concerning it. If there ever were any grand buildings 
inh, no veftiges of them now remain, Tbrfeus mentions a great man that lived here 
in the r^th century , named Maddan ; one of whofe fons was fUled Magnus the Gene- 
rous,, the other Count Qtfar of Thurfa. His daughter Helga married Harold the 
orator, Earl of Orkney. Another married Idotus, a noble Dane, that lived in Suiher* 
hnd ; and the third was married to a Dane that lived in --— in Orkney'. 

Parifh of Wat ten, a country fit for both tillage and pafture. The chapel of Dim 
Hands now in it. Here are no buildings but of a modern date. The only memorable 
thing in this parifh is the grave of Liotus, Earl of Orkney. At S ten-hou,,near the kirk 
of Wattrn, (lands a great rock upon a green fpot of ground, which is faid to be the 
fopulchral monument of this Earl. The monkifh tradition is, that St. Magnus con¬ 
verted a dragon into this (tone. This is as true as what they relate of his crofting the 
Pentland Firth upon a ftone, and that the print of the faintVfeet is vifibfe on the lame 
hone in the kirk of Bumch,m South Ronaldfhaw in Orkney. 

N, B. In the hiftory of the family of Sutherland mention is made of one Sir Paul 
Mensdes, provoft of Aberdeen, who difeovered a filver mine in Sutherland, and found 
it to be rich, but death prevented his working it, k feeras he covered the place where 
he found it, ami no peribn of fkill has obferved it fince that time. It is probable that 
Creig-nargod is the pteco where this mine may be, and that this difeovery was thecaufe 
cf this appellation $ for I can fee no other reafon for that name or defignation. Per¬ 
fons of fkill ought to examine thefe bounds. Creign-airgid, or the filver hill. Is above 
Gnllmalie* 

APPENDIX.— Number VI. 

Life of SirEwen Cameron * of Lot hi el *+ 

SIR EW.EN CAMERON was born in February t6cg. He lived with his fofter- 
father for the fir ft feven years, according to an old cuftam in the Highlands, whereby 
the principal gentlemen,pf the clan are entitled to the tuition and fuj part of their chiefs 
children during the years of their pupillarity. The fofter-fathers were alfo frequently 
at the charge of their education during that period; and when the pupils, returned 

* This memoir* io defcnptlve qftli^niangeift.of the times, an&the wild war carried on between the hero 
of the piece and Cromwell's people, woe communicated to me by a gentleman of Lochaber Is merits pre¬ 
fer vatiem not folely on account : of its cimofic^; but that it may prove an Inltrnative leflbn to the prefect 
inhabitants of that extenfive trail, by (hewing the happinefs they may enjoy In the prefent calm, after the 
long liorm of war and alriffipadoD their forefathers were curled with., 
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home, thefe fathers gave them a portion equal to what they gave their own children ; 
as the portion confided in cattle, before they came to age it increafed to a confidcrable 
height. 

Before his years of pupillarity expired, he was put under the charge and management 
of the Marquis of Argyle, the fame who was executed foon after the Reiteration, The 
marquis intending to bring him up in the principles of the Covenanters, put him to 
fchool at Inver ary, under the infpe£iion of a gentleman of his own appointment; but 
young Lochiel preferred the fport of the field to the labours of the fchool. Argyle 
obferving this, brought him back to himfelf, and kept a watchful eye over him, carrying 
him along with him wherever he went. 

After the defeat of the royal!fis at Philiphaugh in 1645, it happened that as the par¬ 
liament fat at St. Andrew’s, on the trial of the priloners of difimflion there feized, 
Lochiel, who went there with the marquis, found means to pay a vifit to Sir Robert 
Spotfwood, one of the prifoners, a few days before his execution, Then and there it 
was he received the firft intelligence concerning the date and principles of parties in 
Scotland. Sir Robert, happy to fee his young vifit ant, the fon of his" old acquaintance 
John Cameron, took the opportunity to relate, in an eloquent manner, the caufes of the 
prefent rebellion, and its biliary from its firft breaking out, with a view of the tempers 
and characters of the different factions that had confpired againft the crown. He ex¬ 
plained the nature of our conftitution, infilled much on the integrity and benevolence 
of the King, but inveighed bitterly againft his Scotch enemies ; and concluded with ex¬ 
prefling his aflonifliment how Lochiel’s friends could put him under the charge of 
Argyle, and conjuring him to abandon that party as foon as he could. This difeourfe 
had fuch an inipreffion on the mind of Lochiel, that it continued all his life-time. 

Some time after, Argyle addreffed his pupil in a different tone, but had little influ¬ 
ence over him : he never could be fatisfied why fo many brave fellows were executed* 
as he heard no confeffions of guilt, as thieves and robbers are wont to make; but dying 
with the courage and refolution of gentlemen* After this Lochiel was anxious to return 
to his country, inflamed with a defire of exerting himfelf in the royal caufe, and of 
joining Montrofe for that end. Upon the application of his uncle Breadalbane, and the 
Camerons, Argyle parted with his pupil; and he returned to Lochaber to head his 
clan in the 18th year of his age* 

An opportunity of aftihg the chief foon occurred. Gjengary and Reppoch, heads of 
two numerous tribes of the McDonalds, refufed to pay Lochiel certain taxtations for 
fotne lands they held of him: Lochiel armed a body of the Camerons, with a view to 
compel them. Glengary and Reppoch, finding him thus bold and refolute, thought 
proper to fettle their affairs amicably, and gave him no further trouble for the future. 
By fuch determined condudt, Lochaber enjoyed a profound peace for fome little time, 
while the whole of Scotland befides was a feme of war and bloodfhed. 

fn 1651 Lochiel was honoured with a letter from King Charles IL, inviting him and 
his clan to ufe and put themfelves inarms, for the relief of their country and fovereign ; 
in confequence of which, early in fpring 1652, after collefting his men, he was the 
firft who joined Glencairn, who had juft then fet up the royal ftandard in the Highlands. 
In the different encounters his iordfhip and the royalifts had with Lilburne, Morgan, 
and others, Lochiel difplayed more conduct and vigour than could be expefted from 
one fo young, and as yet unexperienced in the art of war. He diftmguifhed himfelf in 
a particular manner in a fkirmifh which happen^ between Glencairn and Cok LiL 
burne at Brae-mar, where he was polled at a pafs, which he defended with great fpirk, 
till Glencairn and his army retreated to a place offecurity, Lilburne, in the mean time, 
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getting between Loehiel and the army, and finding it impoffible to draw out the gene¬ 
ral to ail engagementj made a violent attack upon Loehiel: Loehiel, after making a 
bold refiftance for lame time, at laft retreated gradually up the hill, with his face to the 
enemy, who durft not purfue hitn on account of the ruggednefs of the ground, and the 
fnow that then covered it. G'encairn’s army was at this time full of factions and divi- 
fions, occafioned by the number of independent chiefs and gentlemen in his army, who 
would not condefcend to fubmit to one another either in opinion or addon. Loehiel 
was the only perfon of diftinflion that kept hitnfelf difengaged from thefe faftfons ; for 
in order to avoid them, he always chofe the mod dilhmt parrs, where his frequent fuc- 
celfes had endeared him to the general, who recommended him in a ftrong manner to 
the King, as appears by the following letter his snajedy fent him. 

** To our trudy and well-beloved the laird of Loehiel. 

“ Charles R. 

“ Trudy and well beloved, we greet you well. We are informed by the Ear! of 
Glencairn with what notable courage and affedtion to us you have behaved yourfelr at 
this time cf tryal, when our intered and the honour and liberty of your country is at 
flake} and therefore we cannot b'ut exprefs our hearty fenfe of fuch your good courage, 
and return you our princely thanks for the fame ; and we hope all honed men who are 
lovers of us and their country will follow your example, and that you will unite toge¬ 
ther in the ways we have diredted, and under that authority we have appointed to 
condudt you for the profecution of fo good a work, lo we do allure you we fhall be 
ready, as foon as we are able, fignally to reward your fervice, and to repair the Ioffes 
you diall undergo for our fervice, and fo we bid you farewell. Given at Chantilly, 
Nov. 3, 1653, in the fifth year of our reign.” 

When General Middleton came from Holland, 1654, to take the command of the 
king’s troops in Scotland, Loehiel joined him with a full regiment of good men, while 
many of the other heads of clans made their peace with General Monk, who had 
inarched into the Highlands at the head of a fmall army, giving another compoled of 
horfe and foot to General Morgan. Many trifling conflidts enfued between thefe two 
generals and the Highlanders ; but Loehiel being of the party who had oppofed Mor¬ 
gan, an adtive and brave officer, run feveral hazards, and encountered many difficulties; 
but his prefence of mind and refolution never forfook him. 

Monk left no method unattempted to bribe him into a fubmillion. Thefe propofals 
were fo engaging, that many of his friends importuned him to accept of them ; but he 
defpiled them all, and would not fubmit. Monk finding all His attempts ineffectual, 
refolvcd to plant a garrifon at Inverlochy, where Fort William now Hands, in order to 
keep the country in awe, and their chief at home. Loehiel being informed of this de- 
fign, thought the moll advifable plan would be to attack the enemy on their march 
from Invernefs, imagining they would come from that place or that way; but the hid¬ 
den arrival of the Englifh at fea difeoncerted all his meafures. They brought with 
them fuch plenty of materials, and were in the neighbourhood of fo much wood, that 
in a day’s time after their landing. Col. Bigan, their commander, and the governor of 
the new fort to be erected, had fecured his troops from all danger. 

Loehiel faw all their motions from a neighbouring eminence, and feeing it impracti¬ 
cable to attack, them with any probability of luccefs, retired to a place three miles weft- 
ward, to a wood on the north fide of Loehiel, called Achdalew ; from this he could 
have a full view of his enemy at Inverlochy. All his men’he difinifled to remove their 
cattle farther from the enemy, and -to furaifh themfelves with provifions, excepting 
vol. hi. y " about 
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about thirty-eight per Cons whom he kept as a guard. He alfo had fpies in and about the 
garrifon, who informed him of all their tranfa&ions. Five days after their arrival at 
Inverlochy, the governor difpatched three hundred of his men on board of two veflels 
which were to fail weftward a little, and to anchor on each fide of the fliore near Ach- 
dalew. Lochiel heard their defign was to cut down his trees and carry away his Cattle, 
and was determined if pofiible to make them pay well for every tree and every hide : 
favoured by the woods, he came pretty clofe to the fliore, where he faw their motions 
fo perfectly that be counted them as they came out of the fliip, and found the number 
of the armed exceed one hundred and forty, befides a number of workmen with axes 
and other inflruments. 

Having fully fatisfied himfelf, he returned to his friends to afk their opinion. _ The 
younger part of them were keen for attacking ; but the older and more experienced 
remonftrated againft it, as a moft rafli and hazardous euterprife. Lochiel then enquired 
of two of the party, who had ferved for fome time under Montrofe, if ever they faw him 
engage on fo diladvantageous terms; they declared they never did. He, however, 
animated by the ardour of youth, or prompted by emulation (for Montrofe was always 
in his mouth), infilled, in a fhort but fpirited harangue, that if his people had any re¬ 
gard for their king or their chief, or any principle of honour, the Englilh fliould be 
attacked: <c for,” fays he, “ if every mail kills his man, which I hope you will do, I 
will anfwer for the reft.” Upon this none of his party made further oppofidon, but 
begged that he and his brother Allan fliould Hand at a diftance from the danger. Lo¬ 
chiel could not hear with patience the propofal with regard to himfelf, but commanded 
that his brother Allan fliould be bound to a tree, and that a little boy fhould be left to 
attend him; but he foon flattered or threatened the boy to difengage him, and ran to 
the conflict. 

The Camerons being fome more than thirty in number, armed partly with mufquets, 
and partly with bows, kept up theij - pieces and arrows till their very muzzles and points 
almoft touched their enemies’ breads, when the very firft fire took down above thirty. 
Then they laid on with their fwords, and kid about with incredible fury. The Englifh 
defended themfelves with their mufquers and bayonets with great bravery, but to little 
purpofe. The fkirmifh continued long and obftinate ; at laft the Englifh gave way, 
and retreated towards the (hip, with their faces to the enemy, fighting with aftonifhing 
refolution. But Lochiel, to prevent their flight, commanded two or three of his men 
to run before, and from behind a bufli to make a noife, as if there was another party of 
Highlanders to intercept their retreat. This took fo effectually that they flopped, and 
animated by rage, madnefs, and defpair, they renewed the fkirmifh with greater fury 
than ever, and wanted nothing but proper arms to make Lochiel repent of his flrata- 
gem. They were at laft, however, forced to give way, and betake themfelves to their 
heels: the Camerons purfued them chin deep in the fea; 138 were counted dead of 
the Englilh, and of the Camerons only five were killed. 

In this engagement Lochiel himfelf had feveral wonderful efcapes. In the retreat of 
the Englifh, one of the ftrongeft and braveft of the officers retired behind a bufh, when 
he obferved Lochiel purfuing, and feeing him unaccompanied with any, he leaped out 
and thought him his prey. They met one another with equal fury. The combat was 
long and doubtful. The Englilh gentleman had by far the advantage in ftrength and 
fize; but Lochiel exceeded him in nimblenefs and agility, in the end tript the fword 
out of his hand: upon which his antagonift flew upon him with amazing rapidity ; 
they clofed and wreftled till both fell to the ground in each other’s arms. The Eng- 
lift$ officer got above Lochiel and prefled, hitn hard; but ftretching forth his neck by 
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attempting to difengage himfelf, Lochiel, who by this time had his hands at liberty, with 
his left hand feized hira by the collar, and jumping at his extended throat, he bit it 
with his teeth quite through, and kept fuch a hold of his grip, that he brought away 
his mouthful ; this, he faid, was the fweeteft bite he ever had in his life-time/ 1 Im¬ 
mediately afterwards, when continuing the purfuit after that encounter was over, he 
found his men chin deep in the fea; he quickly followed them, and obferving a fellow 
on deck aiming his piece at him, plunged into the fea and efcaped, but fo narrowly that 
the hair on the back part of his head was cut, and a little of the (kin ruffled- In a little 
while a fimilar attempt was made to Ihoot him : his fofter-brother threw himfelf before 
him, and received the ftxot in his mouth and break, preferring his chief -s life to his 
own. 

In a few days afterwards, refolving to return to General Middleton, he ordered all 
his men to affemble and join him ; but while he waited for their return, he cut off 
another party of the garrifon foldiers, who were marching into the country, at Auchen- 
tore, within half a mile of the fort, killed a few, and took feveral prifoners* His former 
engagements with the general obliged him at laft to join, which he did, with a great 
number of his clan ; but was not long with him when he had certain information that 
the governor of Inverlochy availed himfelf of LochieFs abfence, by making his troops 
cut down the woods, and collect all the provifions in the country. His return to Loch- 
aber being neceffary, Middleton agreed to it, upon condition he would leave thegreatefl 
part of his men behind him. This he did, and fet out privately for his country with 
only one hundred and fifty men* He foon found his information was too true : in 
order to obtain redrefs, he polled his men, early in the morning of the day after his 
arrival, in different parts of a wood called Stronnevifs, within a mile of the garrifon, 
where the foldiers ufed to come out every morning to cut and bring in wood. Four 
or five hundred came in the ordinary manner, Lochiel, obferving them from a con¬ 
venient part of the wood where he refted, gave the fignal at a proper time. His men 
foon made the attack, the enemy were foon routed, and a great daughter made; one 
hundred fell upon the fpot, and the purfuit was carried on to the very walls of the gar¬ 
rifon, It is remarkable that not an officer efcaped, they being the only adtve perlons 
that made refiftancep Thus continued Lochiel for fome time a peft to the garrifon, 
frequently cutting off final! detachments, partly by ftratagem, partly by force ; but his 
name carried fo much terror with it, that they gave him no opportunity for feme time 
of doing them much harm. 

General Middleton being at this time extremely unfuccefsful in fome of his adven¬ 
tures, particularly in an aftion fome of his troops had lately with Major-general Morgan 
at Lochgarry, where they were totally defeated, tent an exprefs to Lochiel fuppiicating 
his prefence, that ineafures might be concerted how to conclude the war in an honour¬ 
able manner* Lochiel refoived to go at the head of three hundred men, and made the 
proper preparations for his journey with all imaginable fecrecy ; yet the governor gets 
notice of his intended expedition, and orders Morgan if poffible to intercept him. Mid¬ 
dleton was at Brae* mar, in the head of Aberdeen (hire, between which place and Loeh- 
□ber there is a continued range of hills for upwards of one hundred miles- Over thefe 
did he travel, fleeping in fliellings, (huts which the herds build for flielter when in the 
mountains) on beds of hedder with their crops turned inwards, without any covering 
but his plaid. In the courfe of this expedition he was like to be furprifed by the activity of 
Morgan once and again ; but getting up to the tops of the mountains, he always efcaped 
the enemy, but frequently not to their profit, as his men often run down the hill, and 
after difchargmgafevv pieces or arrows among them, would as eafily afeend, 
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Soon after his junction with Middleton the war was given over, and Middleton re¬ 
tired to France, having .prefen ted Lochiel with a mod favourable declaration, figned at 
Bun vegan, in Sky, March 31,1665. But though the war was thus given over in ge¬ 
neral, and many of the nobility and heads of clans had fubmitted to Monk, upon getting 
their ellates restored, Lochiel /till flood out, not able to bear the infolence of the troops 
quartered in a garrifon fc near him. For the governor, encouraged by the departure 
of Middleton, and taking the advantage of Lochiel’s abl'ence in Sky, ufed to allow his 
officers to go out frequently in hunting parties, well guarded with a good number of 
armed men, deftroying the game. Lochiel, on his return, having learned this, foon 
put a flop to their infolence ; for convening a party of the Camerons, he watched one 
day at a convenient place, while he faw one of thefe hunting parties coming towards the 
hill whereon he fat, and having divided his men, and given them proper inftrucHons,. 
the attack was made with fuccefs: rnoft of the party were flain, and the reft taken pri- 
foners. The lofs of fo many officers afforded new matter of grief and affoniffiment to 
the governor, and prompted him to make fonie attempts to obtain redrefs, but they 
were all in vain. He, however, by this time became acquainted with the fituation and 
maimers of the country, and procured a number of mercenary defperadoes around him, 
who gave him exafl intelligence of whatever happened. This obliged Lochiel to flit 
his quarters to a farther diftance from the fort, while he employed fuch of his clan as 
continued faithful, as counter-fpies near the garrifon ; and by their means the refolu- 
tions and plans of the governor were not only made public, but many of his fpies were 
detected and apprehended, whom Lochiel ordered to be hung up, without any ceremony 
or form of trial. 

Soon after his encounter with the hunting party, an exprefs came to him from the 
laird of M'Naughtin, a true royalift in Cowal, a country oppofite to Inverara, in Ar- 
gylefhire, acquainting him that there were in that country three Englifh and one Scotch 
colonel, with other officers, who were deputed by General Monk 10 furvey the forts 
and fortified places in that part of the Highlands ; and that it was poflible t© feize them 
with a few.flout fellows. Lochiel, rejoiced at this intelligence, picked out one hundred 
choice Camerons, with whom he marched for Cowal, flill keeping the tops of the 
mountains, left his defigns fhould be dil'covered and publifhed. There he met his 
friend M'Naughtm, who informed him that the officers lay at a certain inn, well guarded 
with armed foldiers. Upon which he gave the proper orders to his men, who exe¬ 
cuted them with fo much expedifon and fkill, that the officers, fervants, and foldiers 
were all apprehended, and carried, almoft without halting, to a place of fecurity, before 
they well knew where they were. This place was a fmall ifland in Loch-Ortnick, a 
frefh-water lake twelve miles in length, about ten miles north of Inverlochy. 

The prifoners, though terrified at firft, were foon undeceived. The horrible execu¬ 
tions which Lochiel’s men made in the feveral rencounters they were engaged in, made 
his enemies believe him to be cruel and fanguinary in his difpofition ; but the gentle 
treatment and the great civility the prifoners met with loon convinced them of the con¬ 
trary : he omitted nothing that could contribute to their happinefs; but particularly 
he propofed and exhibited feveral hunting matches, which gave them great fatisfaftion. 
During their imprifonmeut, they took the liberty now and then to reprefent to Lochiel 
the expediency and the prudence of a treaty with the general. He at firft rejected the 
motion, and feorned the advice; but being often repeated, he began to give way to 
their reafonings, but flill laid that no wife man fhould truft his i'afety in the hands of 
their pretended protestor, whofe whole life was a continued feene of ambition, rebellion, 
hypocrify, and-cruelty ; and that though he was able to do little for the fervice of the 
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King or his country, yet would he-always prelerve his confcience and honour unflamed, 
till erhaps a more favourable opportunity of reftcring the King might offer, 'f hefe 
conferences being often renewed, brought I.ochiel to declare himfclf in a more favour¬ 
able manner. For the truth is, that he dtfembled'his fentimefits at firfl, wanting no¬ 
thing fo much as an honourable treaty ; for his country was impoverified, and his peo¬ 
ple almoft ruined. He ftill, however, pro ceded, that before he would con font to dilarni 
himfelf and his clan, abjure his King, and take oaths to the Ufurper, he would live as 
an outlaw and fugitive, without regard to confequences. To this it was aufwered, that 
if he only fhewedian inclination to fubmir, no oath fhould be required, and he fhould 
have his own terms. 

In confequence of this affirmation, Lochiel, with the advice of his friends, made out a 
draught of his conditions, which were tranfmitfed to General Monk, by Colonel 
Cavnpbel, one of the prifonetfs, he having given his word of honour he would foon re¬ 
turn. Upon receipt of this, the General made out a new fet of articles, of much the 
fame nature with the draught fent, which he returned to Lochiel, fignifying to him, if 
he agreed thereto they would ftand good, otherwise not. After fome little alterations, 
Lochiel contented, and the Marquis of Argyle became his guarantee. This treaty was 
burned in a houfe of Lochiel’s, which was confumed by accident. However, the molt 
material articles are preferved in Monk’s letters to him, and are as follows. 

* No oath was required of Lochiel to Cromwell, but his word of honour to live in 
peace. He and his clan were allowed to keep their arms as before the war broke out, 
they behaving peaceably. Reparation was to be made to I.ochiel for what wood- the 
Governor of Inverlochy cut on his grounds. A free and full indemnity was granted 
him for all riots, depredations, and crimes committed by him or his men preceding the 
prefent treaty.* Reparation was to be made to the tenants for all the Ioffes they fur- 
tained from the garrifon foldiers. The tithes, cels, and other publick burdens which 
had not been paid during the wars, were remitted on condition they fliould be paid af¬ 
terwards, with feveral others of the like nature,’ All that was demanded by Monk, of 
Lochiel, was, that he and his clan fhould lay down their arms in the name of King 
Charles II. before the Governor of Inverlochy, and take them up again in name of the 
States, without mentioning the protector; that he would afterwards keep the peace, 
pay public burdens, and fupprefs tumults, thefts, and depredations. 

Thefe articles being agreed to, and fubferibed by Monk and Lochiel, the prifoners 
were difeharged, but Lochiel begged they would honour him with their pretence at the 
ceremony of laying down their arms, which they complied with. Having convened a 
refpeftable number of his dan, lie ranged them into companies, under the command of 
the captains of their refpective tribes, and put himfelf at their head. In this manner he 
marched to Inverlochy, in the fame order as if going to battle, pipes playing, and 
colours flying. The Governor drew out the foldiers, and put them in order on a plain 
near the fert; placing them on two fines.oppofite to the Camerons. Lochiel and the 
Governor firfl faluted each other as friends. The articles of the treaty were then read, 
and the ceremony of laying down and taking up the arms performed’. Both parties 
afterwards partook of a fplendid entertainment, prepared by the Governor for the oc- 
cafion to the great fatisfadlion of ail prefent. Thus did Lochiel, the only chief in the 
Highlands that continued to fupport the royal caufe after it was agreed the war fliould be 
given over, at lafl: fubmit in an honourable way. Monk fent him a letter of thanks for 
his chearful compliance, dated at Dalkeith, 5 June 1655. 

During the remaining part of Oliver’s life, and the reigns of King Charles II. and 
James 11 ., Lochiel lived chiefly at home, in a broken kind of tranquill it v, occaftoned by 
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the did rations of the times, and the pretenfions of neighbouring Chiefs and Lairds to 
parts of his eftate : but he always /hewed fo much prudence and courage on every 
emergency, as gained him the friend/hip of the great and the efteem of all. He was 
held in particular favour by the two brothers Charles and James, and received from them 
many marks of their royal regard. It may not be unworthy the attention of the curious 
to narrate the following incident. 

Lochiel and the Laird of M‘Intofli had a long difpute concerning forae lands in Loch- 
aber. M‘Into/h claimed them in confequence of a grant of them he had from the Lord 
of the Ifles, afterwards confirmed by K, David Bruce: Lochiel’s plea was perpetual pof- 
feflion. The conteft was often renewed, both at the law courts and by arms. Many 
terms of accommodation were propofed to the contending parties but in vain. King 
Charles II. himfelf would needs be the mediator ; but nothing but fuperior force would 
prevail. In 1665, M‘Into/h, with his own clan and the M‘Pherfons, convened an army 
of j 500 men, with which he fets out for Lochaber. Lochiel, aided by the M‘Gregors, 
raifes 1200, goo of which were armed with guns, broad fwords and targets, and^oo 
with bows and arrows. (It is remarked, this was the /aft confiderable body of bow- 
men that ever was feen in the Highlands.) Juft as they were in view of one another, and 
almoft ready to fight, the Earl of Breadal bane, who was coufin german to both, arrived 
at the head of 300 men, and immediately fent for the two chiefs. He declared who¬ 
ever Ihould oppofe the terms he was to offer, he jfhould join the contrary party with all 
his power, and be his foe while he lived. Accordingly propofals of agreement were made, 
and fubmitted to by both parties. Lochiel continued in pofieflion of the lands : for 
which a fum of money was given to M'Into/h, to renounce all claims for the future. 
The articles of agreement were figned 20th September 1665, about 360 years after the 
commencement of the quarrel; and next day the two Chiefs had a friendly meeting, 
and exchanged fwords. The leading gentlemen of both clans performed the fame 
friendly ceremony. 

It muff appear Grange, that now not a bow is to be feen in the Highlands, nor any 
propenfity towards that kind of armour. One might imagine, when the difarming aft 
took place, bows and arrows would have been a good fubflitute for guns ; and^if I 
recolleft right, there is no prohibition of bows in the aft. 

At the revolution. Sir Ewen, who was always prepoftefled in favour of the heredit¬ 
ary right, and particularly for James, whofe friend/hip he had often experienced, and 
was refolved to fupport his caufe, as far as he could, aUall hazards. In this refolution 
he was confirmed by a letter he had from James, dated 29 March 1689, then in Ire¬ 
land, folicittng his aid, and that of his friends. Upon receipt of this letter, he vifited 
all the neighbouring Chiefs, and wrote to thofe at a difiance, communicating to them 
the King’s letter, and calling a general meeting to concert what meafures Ihould be 
taken. They afl'embled on May 13th, near his houfe, and mutually engaged to one 
another to fupport his Majefty’s intereft again/! all invaders. When Vifcount Dundee 
got a commiffion from King James to command his troops i Scotland, Lochiel joined 
him with his clan, notwithftanding that General M 4 Kay mao ’ him great offers, both in. 
money and titles, to abandon James’s intereft. 

He made a diftingui/hed figure at the /kirmi/h of Killicrankie, under Lord Dundee 
againft General M‘Kay, though then above the age of fixtv-three. He was the molt 
fangume man in the council for fighting ; and in the battle, though placed in the centre 
oppofitc to General M‘Kay’s own regiment, yet /poke he to his men one by one and 
took their feyeral engagements either to conquer or die. Juft as they began to fieht he 
fell upon this ftratagem to encourage his men : He commanded fuch cf the Camerons as 
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were polled near hi on to make a great ffiout, which being feconded by thofe who flood 
on the right and left, run quickly through the whole army, and was returned by the 
enemy. But the noife of the mufquets and cannon, with the echoing of the hills, 
made the Highlanders fancy that their fhouts were much louder and brifker than that of 
the enemy; and Lochiel cried out, “ Gentlemen, take courage, the day is ours: I 
am the oldeft commander in the army, and have always obferved fomething ominous and 
fatal infuch a dull, hollow, and feeble noife as the enemy made in their fiiout, which 
prognofticates that they are all doomed to die by our hands this night j whereas ours 
was brifk, lively, - and ftrong, and fliews we have vigour and courage.” Thefe words, 
fpreading quickly through the army, animated the troops in a ft range manner. The 
event juftified the prediction: the Highlanders obtained a complete victory. The 
battle was fought 16H9. Lochiel continued for fome time with that army ; but being 
diffatisfied with the conduCt of Cannon and fome of the principal officers, retired to 
Lochaber, leaving his fon in his place during the reft of the campaign. 

When terms of fubmiffion were offered by King William to the outftanding chiefs, 
though many were glad to accept of them, yet Lochiel and a few others were deter¬ 
mined to ftand out, until they had King James's permiffion, which was at laft obtained, 
and only a few days before King William’s indemnity expired. 

There is nothing elfe memorable, in the publick way, in the life of Sir Ewen Cameron. 
He outlived himfelf, becoming a fecond child, even rocked in a cradle ; fo much were 
the faculties of his mind, and the members of his body, impaired. He died A.D. 
1718. 

APPENDIX.— Number VII. 

Of the Maffacre of the Colquhouns. 

IN the Baronage of Scotland, by Sir Robert Douglas, it appears that in the years 
1594 and 1595, the clan of M‘Gregors with fome of their lawlels neighbours, came 
down upon the low country of Dumbartonlhire, and committed vaft outrages and de¬ 
predations, efpecially upon the territories of the Colquhouns. 

In 1 602 Humphry Colquhoun raffed his vaffals and followers to oppofe them, and 
was joined by many of the gentlemen in the neighbourhood. Both parties met in 
Glenfrone, where a bloody conflict enfucd. They fought with great obftinacy till night 
parted them, and many brave men were killed on both fid-s, but the Colquhouns ap¬ 
pear to have been worfted. The Laird of Colquhoun efcaped, and retired to a ftrong 
caftle; but Vvas clofely purfued by a party of the enemy j they broke into the caftle, 
and found him in a vault, where they inflantly put him to death with many circuin- 
ftances of cruelty. In the month of February it was that this Humphry Colquhoun 
was flain ; at which time the young noblemen and gentlemen who were at fchool at 
Dumbarton came as fpe&ators to fee the battle of Glenfrone, but were not buffered to 
approach near the danger, but were {hut up in a barn by the Colquhouns for flifety. 
The M'Gregors prevailing, are faid afterwards to have barb rroufly put them all to 
death. 

This is the account given by the hiftorianof the family of Lufs, but Mr. Buchanan * 
afterts that the Laird of Lufs efcaped from the battle, and was afterwards killed in 
Ben a chra Caftle by the M‘Farlanes, through influence of a certain nobleman whom 
Lufs had difobliged. 


* Surnames of clans, p, 14S, 
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Let thefe fails Hand as related by the p’artizans of each houfe, but From the various 
afis of council, and the great feverity of them, and by the frequent confirmation of them 
by acts of parliament for nearfixty years afterwards, under different princes and differ¬ 
ent influences, the rieceffity of the fapprefiion of this unhappy dan, for the common 
good, is fully evinced. 

Tlie humanity of the prefent legifiature did the laid year repeal thefe fanguinary a£ls ; 
alledging, that the caufes inductive of them for Ibpprelling the name of Gregour or 
M £ Greg our, are now little known and have longceafed. 


APPENDIX.— Number VIII, 
Itinerary. 


Miles. 

DOWNING, 

11 Chefter, Deonna, Devana, Ptol. 

Deva, Anton, Rav. Chorog. Deva, 
colonia legio cretica vicefima Va¬ 
leria viilrix, R. C. 

18 Northwich, Condate, R. C. 

8 Knutsford, 

12 Macclesfield, 

I q Buxton, 

13 Middleton, 

II Chelterfield, 

16 Workfop, 

1 1 Tuxford, 

8 Durham Ferry, on the Trent, Tri- 
vonia 11 . R. C. 

10 Lincoln, Lirtdum, Ptol. Anton. Rav. 
Chorog. R. C. 

6 Waflienbrough and back to Lincoln, 

12 Spittle, 

12 Glandford Bridge, 

12 Barton, 

Humber River, Abus, Ptol. R. C. 

8 Hull, 

8 Burton Conflable, 

22 Burlington Quay, 

Its bay, Gabrantuicorum portuofus 
finus, Ptol. Portus felix, R. C. 


Miles. 

5 Flamborough Head, Brigantum ex¬ 

trema, R. C. 

10 Hummanby, 

10 Scarborough, 

134 Robin Flood’s Bay, 

61 Whitby, 

13 Skellin Dam, 

9 Gilborough, 

12 Stockton, 

Tees River, Tifis fl. R. C. Its 
mouth. Dunum finus, Ptol. 

20 Durham, 

Were River, Vedra fl. R, C. 

6 Chefter-le-Street, Epiacum, R. C. 
g Newcaflfe, Pons Aelii, Notit. Imp. 

Tyne River Vedra. fl. Ptol. Tina fl. 
R. C. 

14 Morpeth, 
g Felton, 

10 Alnwick, Alauna, Rav. Chorog. 

16 Belford, 

\ 6 Berwick, Tuellis, Rav. Chorog. 

Tweed River, Alaunus, Ptol. Tueda, 
R. C. 


SCOTLAND. 


Miles. 

16 Old Cambos, 

10 Dunbar, Ledone, Rav. Chorog. Dun, 
a fmall hill, and bar a point of any 
.. thing. 

6 North Berwick, 

14 Prelion Pans, 

.8 Edinburgh, 


Miles. 

9 South Ferry, 

Firth of Forth, Boderia,Ptol. Bodotria, 
Taciti. R. C. 

2 North Ferry, 

Fife County, Horeftii, R. C. Caledonia, 
Taciti. 

15 Kinrofs, 


20 Rumbling 
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Miles* 

20 Rumbling Brig, Caftle Campbell, and 
back to Kinrofs, 

13 Caftle Dupplin, Duablifis, Rav. 
Chorog. 

8 Perth, Orrea, R. C. 

Tay River and its mouth, Taus, Taciti. 
Tava iEft. Ptol. R. C. 

1 Scone, 

1 Lunkerty, 

13 Dunkeld, 

20 Taymouth, 

15 Carrie on Loch-Rannoch, 

20 Blair, 

35 Through Glen-Tilt to Invercauld,;. 

18 Tulloch, 

15 Kincaim, 

9 Banchorie, 

18 Aberdeen, 

Dee River, Diva fl. Ptol. R. C. 

Ythen River, Ituna fl. R. C. 

25 Bownefs, 

27 Craigfton Caftle, 

9 Bamff, 

Devron River, Celnius fl, R. C. 

8 Cullen, 

22 Caftle Gordon, 

Spey River, Celnius fl. Ptol. Tueflis. 
R.C. 

8 Elgin, Alitacenon, Rav. Chorog. 
jo Forres, 

11 Tarnaway Caftle, Calder, Fort George, 
Firth of Murray, Tuse, iEft. Ptol. 

Varar. iEft. R. C. 

12 Invernefs, Pteroton, caftra alata R. C. 
10 Caftle Dunie, 

18 Dingwall, Foules, 

Firth of Cromartie, Loxa. fl. R. C. 
Rofslhire, Creones, R. C. The fame 
writer places at Channery in this 
county. Arse finium Imp. Rom. 

15 Ballinagouan, 

6 Tain, Caftra alata, Ptol. 

9 Dornoch. Its Firth, Vara iEft. Ptol. 

Abona fl. R. C. 

Sutherland County, Logi, R. C. 

9 Dunrobin Caftle, 

' 8 Helmfdale, 

Ord of Caithnefs, Ripa alta, Ptol. 

VOL. III. 


Miles. 

Caithnefs County, Carnabii, Cattini, 
R. C. Virubium promontorium, 
R.C. 

8 Langwall, . 

15 Clythe, Clythenefs, Virvedrum prom. 

R.C. 

8 Thrumfter, 

3 Wick, 

Wick River, Ilea fl. Ptol. 

16 Duncan’s or Dungfby Bay, and John 

a Groat’s Houfe, 

Dungfby Head, Berubium promcmto- 
rium, Ptol. Caledonia extrema, 

R. C. 

Stroma Ifle, Ocetis Infula, R. C. 

2 Canefby, and back the fame road to 
137 Invernefs, 

Invernefs County, Caledonii, R. C. 

17 General’s Hut, 

. 15 FortAuguftus, 

Loch Lochy, Longus fl. R. C. 

28 Fort William, R. C. places Banatia 
near it. 

14 Kinloch-Leven, 

9 King’s Houfe, 

19 Tyendrum, 

12 Dalmalie, 

16 Inveraray, 

22 Tarbut, 

Loch-Lomond, Lincalidor Lacus, 
R. C. 

8 Lufs, 

12 Dunbarton, Theodofia, R. C. 

Firth of Clyde, Glota, Taciti. Clotta 
JEft. R. C. 

15 Glafgow, Clidum, Rav. Chorog. 

24 Hamilton, and back to Glafgow, 

13 Kyllithe, 

18 Sterling, 

8 Falkirk, 

Calendar, 

15 Hopeton Houfe, 

11 Edinburgh, ( 

18 Lenton, 

18 Bild, 

18 Moffat, 

18 Lockerby. 

z ENGLAND, 
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Mil«. - , , , 

«i Longtown in Cumberland, 

Netherby, Caftra exploratorum, An 
ton. Aefica, Rav. Chorog. 

9 Carlifle, JLugavallium, Anton. 

18 Penrith, Bereda, Rav. Chorog. 

11 Shap in Weftmoreland, 

15 Kendal, Concangium, Notit. Imp. 
ki Burton, Cacdum, R. C. 


Miles. 

11 Lancafter, Longovicus, Notit. Imp. 

Lune River, Alanna, fl. R. C. 
ii Garftang, 
ii Prefton, 

18 Wigan, 

13 Warrington, 

21 Chefter, 

21 Downing in Flintihire. 


The andent names of places marked R. C. are borrowed from the late Dr. Stuke- 
lev's account of Richard of Cirencefter, with his andent Map of Roman Britain and 
the Itinerary thereof, publilhed in 1747. The reft from Mr. Horfley's remarks on 
Ptolemy, Antonme’s Itinerary, Notitia imperii, and Ravennatis Britannia: Chorographia. 
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A TOUR IN SCOTLAND , AND VOYAGE TO THE HEBRIDES IN 1772. 

By Thomas Pennant. 


TO SIR JOSEPH BANKS, BARONET. 

Dear Sir, 

X THINK inyfelf fo much indebted to you, for making me the vehicle for convey¬ 
ing to the public the rich difcovery of your lath voyage, that I cannot difpenfe with this 
addrefs, the ufual tribute on fuch occafions. You took from me all temptation of en¬ 
vying your fuperior good fortune, by the liberal declaration you made that the Hebrides 
were 1 mv ground, and yourfelf, as you pleafantly exprefied it, but an interloper. May 
I meet with fuch, in all my adventures ! 

Without lefl'ening your merit, let me fay that no one has lefsreafon to be fparing of 
his Acres of knowledge. Few poffefs fo large a lhare: you enjoy it without oftenta- 
tionj and with a facility of communication, the refult of natural endowments joined with 
an immenfity of obfervation, collected in parts of the world, before, either of doubtful 
exiftence, or totally unknown. You have enriched yourfelf with the treafures of the 
globe, by a circumnavigation, founded on the mod liberal and fcientific principles. 

° The lixteenth century received luftre from the numbers of generous volunteers of 
rank and fortune, who, diftinguilhing themfelves by the contempt of riches, eafe, and 
luxury, made the moll hazardous voyages, like yourfelf, animated by the love of true 
glory. 

In reward, the name 'of Banks will ever exift with thofe of Cliiford, Raleigh and 
Willoughby, on the rolls of fame, celebrated inftances of great and enter prizing fpirits: 
and the arftic Solander mull remain a fine proof that no climate can prevent the feeds 
of knowledge from vegetating in the breaft of innate ability. 

You have had juftly a full triumph decreed to you by your country. May your 
laurels for ever remain unblighted! and if flie has deigned to twine for me a civic 
wreath, return to me the lame good wi(h. 

I am, with every due acknowlegement. 

Dear Sir, your obliged, and molt obedient humble Servant, 

THOMAS PENNANT. 

Downing. ' •* 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

THIS journey was undertaken in the fummer of 1772, in order to render more 
complete my preceding tour; and to allay that fpecies of reftlefsnefs that infers many 
minds on leaving any attempt unfinilhed. Confcious of my deficiency in feveral re- 
fpefls, I prevailed on two gentlemen to favour me with their company, and to fupply 
by their knowledge what I found wanting in myfelf. 

To the Rev. Mr. John Lightfoot, lecturer of Uxbridge, I am obliged for all the bo¬ 
tanical remarks fcattered over the following pages. But it gives me great pleafure to 
fay that he means to extend his favours, by loon giving to the public a Flora Scotica, 
an ample enumeration and hiftory of the plants, obferved by him in the feveral places 
we vifited. To Mr. Lightfoot, I muff join in my acknowledgements, the Rev. Mr. 
John Stuart of Killin, for a variety of hints, relating to cuftoms of the natives of the 

a 2 Highlands, 
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Highlands, and of the iflands, which by reafon of my ignorance of the Erfe or Galic 
language, muft have efcaped my notice. To both I was indebted for all the comforts 
that arife from the fociety of agreeable and worthy companions. 

I muft not omit my thanks to the feveral gentlemen who favoured me at different 
times with accounts and little hiftories of the places of their refidence,or their environs. 
To begin with the moll fouthern, my bell acknowledgements are due to 
Mr. Aikin, Surgeon, for the account of Warrington. 

Mr. Thomas Weft favoured me with feveral things relating to the north of Lanca- 


Doftor Brownrigg, the Rev. Do£lor Burn, Jofeph Nicholfcn Efq. j of Hawk(bery, 
and the Rev. Mr. Farilh of Carlifie, afforded me large fupplies relating to their counties 
of Weftmoreland and Cumberland. 

In Scotland, John Maxwel, Efq.; of Broomholme, and Mr. Little of Langholme 
favoured me with feveral remarks relating to Elkdale. _ 

The Rev. Mr. Jaffray, minifter of Ruth well, with ahiftory ofhispanlh. 

Sir William Maxwell, Baronet of Springkeld, with variety of drawings, found at the 

Roman ftation at Burrens. . 

John Goldie, Efq.; of Dumfries, fupplied me with numbers of obfervations on that 


town and county. 

The Rev. Mr. Duncan Macfarlane of Drummond, with an account ot his pan in. 

Mr. John GolBorn, engineer, with an account of Glafgow, and various mifcellaneous 

remarks. 4 . 

For the excellent account of Failley, I am indebted to Mr. Francis Douglas. 

The Rev. Mr. Gerfhom Stuart fentme materials for an account of the ifle of Arran. 

Alexander Campbel Efq. of Ballole, and Charles Freebain Efq. communicated 
feveral obfervations relating to the ifle of Hay. 

Sir Jofeph Banks, Baronet, communicated to me his defcription of Staffa; and per¬ 
mitted my artift to copy as many of the beautiful drawings in his colleftion, as would be 
of ufe in the prefent work. 

I muft acknowledge myfelf in a particular manner indebted to the Rev. Mr. Donald 
JWacquin of Kilmuir, in the ifle of Skie, for a molt inftruftive correfpondence relating to 
the ancient cuftoms of the place, and to its various antiquities. A fmall part I have 
mingled with my own account: but the greater lhare, in juftice to the merit of the 
writer, I have delivered unmutilated in the Appendix to the third volume. 

The Rev, Mr. Dounie, Minifter of G air-loch, obliged me with various remarks on 
his neighbourhood. 

The Rev. Mr. Donald Macleod of Glenelg, the fame, refpe&ing his. 

To Doftor Ramfay of Edinburgh, I muft return thanks, for a variety of fervices: to 
Mr. George Paton of the fame place, for an indefatigable and unparralleled afliduity in 
procuring from all parts any intelligence that would be of ufe to the work in view. 
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A TOUR , &c. 

O N Monday the 18th of May, for a fecond time, take my departure for the North, 
from Chefter; a city without parallel for the Angular ftruCture of the four princi¬ 
pal ftreets, which are as if excavated out of the earth, and funk many feet beneath the 
furface; the carriages drive far below the level of the kitchens, on a line with ranges of 
(hops *, and over them, on each fide the ftreets, paflengers walk from end to end, fecure 
from wet or heat, in galleries purloined from the firft floor of each houfe, open and 
nalu(traded in front. The back courts of all thefe houfes are level with the ground, 
but to go into any of the four ftreets it is neceffary to defcend a flight of feveral fteps. 

The ftreets were once confiderably deeper, as is apparent from the [hops, whofe 
floors lie far below the prefent pavement. The lefler ftreets and allies that run into the 
greater ftreets, were iloped to the level of the bottoms of the latter, as is particularly 
vifible in Bridge-ftreet. It is difficult to aflign a reafon for thefe hollowed ways: I can 
only fuppofe them to have been the void left after the deftruftion of the ancient vaults 
mentioned by an ancient hiftorian : “ In this cyte, (fays the Polychronicon *,) ben ways 
under erthe with vowtes and ftone-werke wonderly wrought thre chambred werkes : I 
grave with old mennes names therein. There is aifo Julius Cezars name wonderly in. 
leones grave, and other noble mennes alfo, with the wrytynge aboutmeaning the 
altar and monumental inferiptions of the Romans. 

The cathedral (’till the reformation the church of the rich monaftery of St. Wer- 
burgh) is an ancient ftruSure, very ragged on the outfide, from the nature of the fri¬ 
able red ftonef with which it is built j but ftill may boa ft of a mo ft elegant Weftern 
front; and the tabernacle work in the choir is very neat: St. Werburgh’s flmne is 
now the bifliop’s throne, decorated with the figures of Mercian monarchs and faints; to 
whom the fair patronefs was a bright example, living immaculate with her hufband 
Ceolredus, copying her aunt the great Ethelreda, who lived for three years, with not 
lefs purity, with her good man TonberCtus, and for twelve with her fecond hufband, 
the pious Prince Egfrid, Iiiftory relates, that this religious houfe was originally a 
nunnery, founded A. D. 660, by Wulpherus, King of the Mercians, in favour of his 
daughter’s indifpofition. The nuns, in procefs of time, gave way to canons fecular ; 
and they again were difplaced by Hugh Lupus, nephew to the conqueror,-1095, and 
dieir room fupplied by Benedictines. 

The beauty and elegant fimplicity of a very antique Gothic chapter-houfe, and its 
fine veftibule, merits a vifit from every traveller. The date of the foundation is uncer¬ 
tain, but it feems, from the fimilitude of roof and pilafters in a chapel in the fquare 
tower in the caftle, to have been the work of cotemporary architects, and thefe archi¬ 
tects were probably Norman $ for the mode of fquare towers, with fquared angles, was 
introduced immediately on the conqueft. 

Thecloifters, the great refeCtory, now the free-fehool, and a gate-way of moft Angu¬ 
lar ftruCture, are at prefent the foie remains of this monaftery. The ruins near St. 
John’s church are fine reliques of the piety of the times *, and the mafly columns, and 

* Higden's Polychronicon, or rather that by Roger Ceflrenfis, a Benediftine monk of St. Wtrburgh'a; 
ftom whom Higden ii faid to have Rolen the whole work. This Roger was cotemporary with Trivet, 
who died A. D. 1328. 
f Vale Royal, 19. 
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round arches within the church, mod curious fpecimens of the clumfy ftrength of Saxon 
architecture. The former are probably the remains of the monaftery of St. Mary, 
founded by Randal, fecond E. of Chefter, for Benedictine nuns. The church was 
founded by King Ethel red, in 689 : an uncouth infcription on the walls informs us, 
that * King Ethelred minding more the bliffe of heaven, edified a colledge church not¬ 
able and famous in the fuburbs of Chefter pleafantand beauteous in the honour of God 
and thebaptift St. John with the help of bifhop Wulfrice and good Excillion It was 
rebuilt in 906 , by Ethelred, E. of Mercia, after he had expelled the Danes out of the 
city. This was alfo the cathedral, until fupplanted in 1551, by the church of the abbey 
of St. Werburgh. 

The caflle is a decaying pile, rebuilt by one of the Norman earls, on the fife of the 
more ancient fortrefs. The walls of the city (the only complete fpecimen of old for¬ 
tifications), are one mile three quarters, and a hundred and one yards in circumference, 
and, being the principal walk of the inhabitants, are kept in excellent order. The 
views from the feveral parts are very fine: the mountains of Flintfhire, the hills of 
Broxton, and the infulated rock of Beefton, form the ruder part of the fcenery: a rich 
flat gives us a fofter view, and the profpeCt up the river towards Bough ton, recalls in 
fbme degree the idea of the Thames and Richmond hill. 

The Hypocauft, near the Feathers inn, is one of the remains of the Romans, it being 
well know that this place was a principal flation. Among many antiquities found here, 
none is more fmgular than the rude fculpture of the Dea Armigera Minerva, with her 
bird and altar, on the face of a rock is a iinall field near the Welch end of the bridge. 

Chefter has been, at different times, a place d’armes, a great thorough-fare between 
the two kingdoms, and the refidence of a numerous and polifhed gentry. Trade, till of 
late years, was but little attended to, but at prefent efforts are making to enter into that 
of Guinea, America, and the Baltic. 

Since the year 1736, and not before, great quantities of linen-cloth have been im¬ 
ported from Ireland to each of the annual fairs : in that year 449654 yards; and at pre¬ 
fent about a million of yards are brought to each fair. Kops are another great article 
of trade, for above ten thoufand pockets are fold here annually, much of which is for¬ 
warded to the neighbouring ifland. But the only ftaple trade of the city is in (kins, 
multitudes of which are imported, dreifed here, but fent out again to be manufactured. 
Here is a well regulated poor-houfe, and an infirmary; the la ft fupported by contribu¬ 
tions from the city, its county, and the adjacent counties of North-Wales. The firft 
has happily the leaft ufe of this pious foundation ; for, whether from the drynefs of the 
fituation, the ctearnefsof the air, or the purity of the water, the proportion of deaths to 
the inhabitants has been only as 1 to 31 ; whereas in London 1 in 20 and 3-4ths ; in 
Leeds 1 in si and 3-5ths; and in Northampton and Shrewibury, 1 in 26, annually 
pay the great tribute of nature f. Might l be permitted to moralize, I fiiould call this 
the reward of the benevolent and charitable difpofition, that is the characleriitic of this 
city j for fuch is the facrifice that is pleafingto the Almighty. 

About two miles from Chefter, pafs over Hoole heath, noted for having been one of 
the places of reception for ft rangers eflablUhed by Hugh Lupus, in order to people his 
new dominions. This in particular was theafylum allotted for the fugitives of Wales. 

Ride through the fntali town of TrafFord : this, with the lord (hip of Newton, was as 
Daniel King obferves, one of the fweet morfels that the abbot of Sr. Werburgh ani’his 

* So tran flatcd From bono anxttfo. 

t Vide the obfervaiionij un this fubjedt of that Tttoane phyfidan, my worthy friend. Dr. Haygarth. 
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convent kept for their own wholefome provifion. Get into a traft of fandy 
country, and pars beneath Hellefby-Tor, a high and bluflF termination of Delamere 
foreft, compofed of the fame friable ftoneas that near Chefter, but veined with yellow. 
Hence a view of the tunaion of the Weever and the Merfey, and an extenfive tratt ot 
marfhy meadow* with fame good and much ruftiy grafs j and beyond is the beginning 

of the wide eftuary that flows by Liverpool. 

Crofs a little brook, called Llewyn, and reach Frodelham; a town of one long 
ftreet, which, with its caftle, was allotted by Edward L to David brother to Llewelyn, 
laft Prince of Wales, as a retainer in his double perfidy agamft his own blood, and his 
own country. Not a veftige is left of the caftle, which Hood at the weft end or the 
town j was latterly ufed as a houfe by the Savages* and was burnt down in 1652* w 
one of that name, an Earl Rivers, lay dead in it. ' r 

Thisj as well as moll other towns and villages in Chefhire, ftands on an eminence ot 
fand-ftone, and by that means enjoys a fituation dry, wholefome, and beautiful. 

The church ftands at a vaft height above the town. In the regifter are thefe two re¬ 
markable inftances of longevity : March the 13th, 1592, was buried I homas Hough ^ 
aged 141 ; and the very next day was committed to the earth, Randle Wall, aged 103. 
I obferved alfo,that in the winter of 1574, the peftilence reached this fequeftered place, 
for four are then recorded to have died of it. In early times that avenging angel fpread 
deftruaion through all parts of the land ; but her power is now ceafed by the provi* 
dential ceflation of the natural caufes that gave rife to that molt dreadful or calmities. 

Above the church is Beacon hill, with a beautiful walk cut along its fide. At the 
foot are four butts (archery being ftillpraaifed here) for an exercife in which the war¬ 
riors of this county were of old eminent. The butts lie at four, eight, twelve, and 
fixteen roods diftance from each other: the laft are now difufed, probably as the pre- 
fent race of archers prefer what is called ftiort-fhooting •. _ ' 

Crofs the Weever, on a good ftone-bridge: from a neighbouring warenouie much 
cheefe is fhipped off, brought down the river in boats from the rich grazing grounds, 
that extend as far as Nantwich. The river, by means of locks, is navigable for barges 
as high as Winflow bridge ; but below this admits veflels of fixty tons. The channel 
above and below is deep and clayey, and at low water very difagreeable. 

On the north banks are the ruins of Rock-favage, fullered, within memory, to fall to- 
decay; once the feat of a family of the fame name ; and not far remote, on the fame 
range, is Alton, a good houfe, finely fituated, but rendered too naked through the 
rage of modem tafte. 

About two miles farther on the right, is Dutton Lodge, once the feat of the Duttons; 
a family in poffeflion of a Angular grant, having “ Magifterium omnium Leccatorum 
et meretricum totius Ceftrelhire.” This privilege came originally from Randal 6th 
Earl of Chefter, to Roger Lacy, conftable of that city, who, when the Earl was clofely 
befieged by the Welfli in Rudland caftle, collefted haftily for his relief a band of min- 
ftrels, and other idle people, and with them fucceeded in the attempt; after which his 
fon John affigned it to the Duttons, one of that name being alfiftantin the affair. 

Reach Halton caftle, feated on an eminence, and given by Hugh Lupus to Nigellus, 
one of his officers, and founded by one of the two. Nigel held it by this honourable 
and fpirited fervice, that whenever the Earl made an expedition into Wales, the Baron 
of Halton lhould be foremoft in entering the country, and the laft in coming out f. It 

* X think myfdf mdebied lo Mr. Robcrtfon, librarian to the Royal Society, an old archer* for the 
correction of ibis padage. 

^ Blount's Ancient Tenures. 

became 
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became afterwards the property of the houfe of Lancafter, and was a favourite hunting 
leaf of John of Gaunt. The caftle is a ruin, except a part kept as a prifon. It belongs 
to the duchy of Lancafter, and has ftili a court of record, and other privileges. 

From the caftle is the molt beautiful view in Chelhire ; a rich profpect "of the mean¬ 
ders of the Merfey, through a fertile bottom ; a pretty wooded peninfiila jutting into it 
oppofite to Runcorn; the great county of Lancaftiire, filled with hedge-row trees ; and 
beyond foar the hills of Yorklhire and Lancaftiire ; and on the other fide appears Che- 
fhire, and the ftili loftier Cambrian mountains} but clofe beneath, near the church, is 
ftili a more pleafing view; that of a row of neat alm-houfes, for the reception of the 
fuperannuated fervants of the houfe of Norton, founded by the late Pufey Brook, Efq., 
my friend, and the friend of mankind. 

Defcend the hill, andpafs by Norton, a good modem houfe, on the fite of a priory 
of canons regular of St. Auguftine, founded by William, fon of Nigellus, A. D. 1135, 
M'ho did not live to complete his defign : for Euftace de Burgaville granted to Hugh de 
Catherik pafture for a hundred fheep, in cafe he finifhed the church in all refpefts con¬ 
formable to the intent of the founder. It was granted at the diffolution to Richard 
Brook, Elquire. 

Continue my way along a flat dull country, reach the banks of the Merfey, ride over 
a long caufeway, having before me a perfect wood oflofty poplar, that Ipeaks the foil; 
and Warrington as if in the mid ft of it. Enter 

Lancafhire, after crofting a handfome ftone bridge of four arches, which leads into 
the town, and was built by the firft Earl of Derby, to accommodate Henry VIL, then 
on his road on a vifit to hislordfhip, probably to footh the Earl after the ungrateful exe¬ 
cution of his brother, Sir William Stanly. It was at firft a toil-bridge, but his lordfhip 
generoufly releafed the country from that tax, at a lofs of as many marks as was equi¬ 
valent to the portion of one of his daughters. 

J he priory 01 the hermit friers of Auguftine, founded before 1375, flood near the 
bridge, but not a relique exifts. The entrance into the town is unproibifing, the ftreets 
long, narrow, ill-built, and crowded with carts and paffengers ; but farther*on are airy 
and of a good width, but afford a ftriking mixture of mean buildings and handfome 
houles, as is the cafe with mod trading towns that experience a hidden rife; not that 
this place wants antiquity, for Leland fpeaks of its having a better market than Man- 
chefter upwards of two hundred years ago. At that time the principal part of the town 
was near the church, remote from the bridge, and was acceffible only by a ford but 
the conveniency of a fafer tranfit foon drew the buildings to that end, 

, T1 i e .f hurct l has of late undergone much alteration, but two of the ancient fide-cha- 
pels Hi 11 remain: one belonging to the Maflies contains nothing but a fmall mural mo¬ 
nument, with a very amiable character of Francis Maffey, Efq. lord of the manors of 
.Rixton and Glafbrook, laft of the ancient family, which was extina with him in 1748- 
but m an oppofite chapel is a magnificent tomb of Sir Thomas Bottler and his Iadv in 
alabafter: their effigies he at top, hand in hand, he in armour, fhe in a remarkable 
mitre-mapeo cap; round the Tides are various figures, fuch as St. Chriftopher, St. Geortre 
^P^ Uious fculptures. The Botelers were of great antiquity in this place - 
the firft took his name from being butler to Ranulf de Gernons, or tMefchines, Earl of 
C K, e ^ el j , Hls P ofterit y acquired great poffeffions in this county *, and one of them 
obtained the charters for markets and fairs at Warrington, from his prince Edward I. 
Tradition fays that Sir Thomas, then refident at Beauly-houfe, near this town was 
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with his lady, murdered in the night by affaffins, who eroded the moat in leathern boats 
to perpetrate their villainy. 

Beneath an arch in the wall near this tomb Is another, containing a figure in a long 
robe, muffled up to the chin \ the head wrapped in a fort of cap, and bound with a neat 
fillet, 

Befides this church is a neat chapel of cafe* lately rebuilt, and many places of wor- 
fliip for X > refbyterians, Aiiabaptifts, Quakers, Methoditts, and Roman Catholics : for 
in manufacturing places it often falls out that the common people happily have a difpo- 
fition to feek the Lord, but as unhappily difagree in the means of rendering themfeives 
acceptable to him* 

Here is a free-fehool, very confiderably endowed, and made very refpeftable by the 
merits of the prefent matter* An academy has of late years been eftablifhed in this, 
town, with a view of giving an education to youth on the plan of an univerfity. 

The manufactures of this place are very confiderable; formerly a great quantity of 
checks and coarfe linens were made here, but of late years thefe have given way to that 
ofpolldavies, or fail-cloth, now carried on with fuch fpirk (in the town and country) 
as to fupply near one half of the navy of Great Britain* The late war gave a great 
rife to this branch, and a hidden improvement to the town. 

The making of pins is another confiderable article of commerce ; locks, hinges, call- 
iron, and other branches of hardware, are fabricated hereto a great amount: very 
large works for the refining of copper are carried on near the town ; and the glafsand 
fugar-houfes employ many hands* By means of all thefe advantages the town has been 
doubled within thefe twenty years; and is fuppofed to contain at prefeot between eight 
and nine thoufand inhabitants* 

The manufactures of this place are mod readily conveyed down to Liverpool by 
means of the Merfey. The fpring-tides rife at the bridge to the height of nine feet, 
and veffds of 1’eventv or eighty feet can lie at Bank-quay, the port of the town, where 
warehouses, cranes, and other conveniences for {flipping of goods are ereCted* I unfit 
not omit that thirty or forty thoufand bufhels of potatoes are annually exported out of 
the rich land of the environs of Warrington, into the Mediterranean, at the medium 
price of fourteen pence per bufflel* This is the root which honed Gerard, about two 
hundred and forty years ago, fpeaks of tc as a food, as alfo a meat for pleafure being 
either roatted in the embers or boiled and eaten with oije vinegar and pepper or dreffed 
fome other way by the hand of a fkilful cooke V' 

The falmon-fifhery is very confiderable, but the opportunity of fending them to Lon¬ 
don and other places, at the beginning of the feafon, keeps up the price to about eight- 
pence per pound, which gradually finks to three-pence or twopence-halfpenny, to the 
great aid of the poor manufacturers* Smelts, or as they are called in all the nonh ? 
fparliugs, migrate in the fpring up this river in amazing fhoals, and of a fize fuperibr 
to thofe of other parts, fome having been taken that weighed half a pound, and mea- 
fured thirteen inches. 

In this river is found a fmall fiffl called the graining, in fome refpefts refembiing the 
dace, yet is a'dittinft and perhaps new fpecies ■, the ufual length is feven inches and a 
half; it is rather more {lender than the dace, the body is almoft ft might, that of the 
other incurvated ; the colour of the fcales in this is filvery, with a bluifti caft \ thofe of 
the dace have a yetlowilh or greenifli tinge ; the eyes, the ventral and the anal fins in 
the graining are of a pale colour t* 

* Herbal, 928* f Raya In P. D. &♦ P. P. jj, V. 9, A, 10* C. 32. 
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Make a vifit to John BlackWite, Efq*; at his feat of Or ford, a mile from Warrington; 
dine and lie there. This gentleman from his earlieft iife, like another Evelyn, has made 
his garden the employ and amufeinent of his leifure hours, and been molt fuccefsful in 
every part he has attempted : in fa£t, he has an univerfal knowledge in the culture of 
plants. He was the fecond in thefe kingdoms that cultivated the pine-apple: has the 
belt fruit and the belt kitchen-garden : his colleftion of hardy exotics is exceedingly 
numerous; and his collection of hot-houfe plants is at lead equal to any private collec¬ 
tion in this kingdom. He neglefts no branch of botany, has the aquatic plants in their 
proper elements; the rock plants on artificial rocks; and you may be here betrayed 
into a bog by attempting to gather chofe of the tnorafs*. 

Mrs. Blackburne, his daughter, extends her refearches {till farther, and adds to her 
empire another kingdom : not content with the botanic, the caufes North America to 
be explored for its animals, and has formed a mufeum from the other fide of the At¬ 
lantic, as pleafing as it is inftruftive. 

In this houfe is a large family picture of the Affitons of Ch adder ton, confiding of a 
gentleman, his lady, eleven children living at that time, and three infants who died in 
their birth: it was painted in the reign of James J. by Tobias Ratcliff; but has fo little 
merit, that 1 fhould not have mentioned it, but to add one more to Mr. Walpole’s lift of 
painters. 

May 19. Pafs through Winwick, a fmall village, remarkable for being the richeft 
reCtory in England: the living is worth 2300k per annum ; the rector is lord of the 
manor, and has a glebe of 1300I. annual rent. It is fingular that this county, the 
ieventh in fize in England, has only fixty-one pariflies; whereas Norfolk, the next in 
dimenfions, has no fewer than fix hundred and fixty. 

In the wall of an old porch before the reCtor of Win wick’s houfe, is fafely lodged a 
bible, placed there by a zealous incumbent, who lived in the days of Oliver Crom¬ 
well, in order that at leaft one authentic book might be found, fhould the fanatics cor¬ 
rupt the text, and deftroy alt the orthodox copies. 

On the outlide of the church is this infeription, cut in old letters : 

Hie locus, Ofwalde, quondam lihi placmt valde ; 

Nortliiuiutnbrorum fueras Rea, ttuneque polar uni 
Regna tenes, Prato pafFus Marceldc vocato* 

Anno milleno quingentcnoque trlccno, 
delator poll Chriftum murum renovaverat ilium : 

Henncus John lion curat US erat fimul hie tunc. 

Ofwald was King of Northumberland; the moft pious prince of his time, and thereftorer 
of the Chriftian religion in his dominions : at length, A. D. 640, receiving a defeat 
near Ofrveftry, by Penda, pagan King of Mercia, was there flain, his body cut in pieces, 
and ftuck on poles by way of trophies. 

At Redbank, between this place and Newton, the Scots in Auguft 1648, after their 
retreat from Prefton,made a refolute ftand for many hours again ft the victorious Crom¬ 
well, who, with great lofs on both fides, beat them from their ground, and the next 
day made hinjfelf mafter of all their remaining infantry, which, with their commander, 
Lieutenant-general Bayly, furrendered on the bare condition of quarter J. 

• My refpe&ed and venerable friend, after a long and unfpotted life, died Dec. 19,1786, aged 92. 

-j Mufcr-'field, neai Ofwcftry. Whitelock, 33a. Clarendon, V. 16a, 
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Pafs through Newton, a fmall borough town : the country flat and fertile. On ap¬ 
proaching Wiggan, obferve feverai fields quite white with thread, bleaching for the ma¬ 
nufacture of ftrong checks and coarfe linen, carried on in that town and neighbourhood. 

Wiggan is a pretty large town and a borough. It has long been noted for manu¬ 
factures in brafs and pewter, which now give way to that of checks: an ingenious fellow 
here turns canal coal into vafes, obelilks, and fnuft-boxes, and forms excellent black- 
moors heads out of the fame material. 

The belt crofs-bows are alfo made in this town by a perfon who fucceeded his father 
in the bufinefs; the laft coming there from Rippon about a century ago. 

In the church is an infcription in memory of Sir Roger Bradlhaigh, of Haigh, an 
eminent loyalift in the time of the civil wars; and a tomb, much defaced, of a Sir Wil¬ 
liam Bradfhaigh and his lady Mabel, who lived in the reigns of Edward II. and 111 . 
A remarkable hiftory attends this pair : in the time of the firft monarch he fet out for 
the holy land in queft of adventures, and left his fair fpoufe at home to pray for his 
fuccefs ■ but after fome years’ abfence, the lady thinking he made rather too long a flay, 
gave her hand to Sir Ofinund Nevil, a Welch knight. At length Sir William returns 
in the garb of a pilgrim, makes himfelf known to his Mabel, is acknowledged by her, 
and fhe returns to her allegiance : Sir William purfues the innocent invader of his bed, 
overtakes him at Newton-park, where my unfortunate countryman is flain. The poor 
lady being confidered as an acceffary to his death, is condemned to a weekly penance 
of walking barefoot from the chapel in Haigh-hall, three miles diftant, to expiate her 
crime, to a crofs near Wiggan, at this day called Mabel’s crofs. 

Not far from the town is the little river Douglafs, immortalized by the victories of 
our Arthur # over the Saxons on its ban,ks. This ftream in 1727 was widened, deep¬ 
ened, and made navigable by locks, almoft to the mouth of the Ribble; and was among 
the firft of thofe projects which have fince been purfued with fo much utility to the 
inland parts of the kingdom. This canal conveys coal to fupply the north of the county, 
and even part of Weftmoreland, and in return brings from thence limeftone. 

On an eminence about a mile from Wiggan is Haigh, long the feat of the Bradihaighs, 
an ancient houfe, built at different times: the chapel fuppofed to be as old as the time 
of Edward II.; in the front are the Stanly arms, and beneath them thofe of the family, 
which in all civil commotions had united with the former, even as early as the battle of 
Bolworth field. 

In this houfe are fome excellent pictures: our Saviour with his difciples at Emmaus, 
by Titian, with the landlord and waiter ; a fine attention and refpeCt is expreffed in the 
countenances of the difciples. 

A very fine head of Sir Lionel Tolmach, by Fr. Zuchero, on wood, fliort grey hair, a 
forked beard, rofy complexion i a beautiful viridisJenecius. 

Eliz. Lady Dacres, daughter of Paul Vifcount Banning, reliCt of Francis Lord 
Dacres, created Countefs of Sheppy for life, by Ch. II. in 1680 ; a head on wood ; a 
blooming countenance. 

A head, by Riley, of Sir John Guifc, great-grandfather to the prefent baronet; and 
and another of Lady Guife, by Kncller, 

Charles I. in his robes. 

George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, in the robes of the garter, aflaffinated by the 
gloomy Felton. 

A large equeftrian picture of Ch. L, a copy after Vaaclyck. 

* Henry of Huntingdon, 313. 
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His daughter, Mary Princefsof Orange, mother to Kin^ William. 

Henry Murray, Efq. gentleman of the bed-chamber to Ch. 1 L : his daughter was mar¬ 
ried to Sir Roger Bradftiatgh, the fecond baronet. 

This neighbourhood abounds with that fine fpecies of coal called canal, perhaps candle 
coal, from its ferving as cheap light for the poor to fpin by during the long winter 
evenings : it is found in beds of about three feet in thicknefs ; the veins dip one yard 
in twenty ; are found at great depths, with a black bafs above and below, and are iub- 
je£fc to the fame damps fiery and fuffoeating as the common coah It makes the fweeteft 
of fires, and the molt cheerful: is very inflammable, and fo clean, that at Haigh hall a 
lummer-houfe is built with it, which may be entered without dread of foiling the Hghteft 
deaths. 

Sir Roger Bradibaigh, baronet, the laft of the male line, died on September 29, t 77a. 

On the death of his widow in —, the feat and eftate fell to -Lindfay, Earl of 

Balcarras, in right of his wife-Dairy m pie, great-grand-da ugh ter to the third Sir 

Roger Bradfliaigh. Endeavours have been made to impute to this houfe the infamous 
regicide John Bradfhaw, 

Leaving Wiggan, obferve on the road fide, near the north end of the town, a monu- 
mem, erected by Alexander Rigby, Efq., in memory of his gallant commander Sir 
Thomas Tildefty, who was killed on this fpot in the engagement with Lambert, in 1650: 
a faithful domestic, fupporting his dying m after, was fliot in that fit nation by a rebel 
trooper, who was inftantly piftoled by his generous officer, who abhorred the barbarity 
even to an enemy. 

Reach Standifh, a village with a very handfome church and fpire fteeple : the pillars 
within fliew an attempt of the Tufcan order; it was rebuilt in 1584, and chiefly by the 
afliftance of Richard Moodie, reftor of the place, who maintained the workmen with 
meat, at his own coft, during the time. He was the firft proteftant part or, conformed 
and procured the living by the ceflion of the tythes of Standifh, probably thinking it 
better to lofe part than all. He lies in efligy on his tomb, drefled in his francifcan habit* 
with an infeription declarative of his munificence towards the church. In front of the 
tomb are two fnialt pillars with Ionic capitals, the dawning of the introduction of Gre* 
cian architecture. 

Here is a handfome tomb of Sir Edward Wrightington, Knight, king’s counfd : he 
died 1658, and lies in alabafter recumbent in his gown. A curious memorial of Ed¬ 
ward Chifna!, who was, during the civil wars, colonel of a regiment of horfe, and 
another of foot; and left there (hould be any doubt, the commiflions are given in full 
length upon wood. This gentleman had the honour of defending Latham-hpufe under 
the command of the heroine the Countefs of Derby. 

At Mrs. Townley’s, at Standifli-hall, are feme few reliques of the Arundel cohesion, 
particularly eight pieces of glafs, with the labours of Hercules, moft exquifitely cut on 
them. A large filver fquare, perhaps thepannel of an altar, with a moft beautiful relief 
of the refurre&ion on it, by P. V. 1605. Two trinkets, one a lion, the other a dragon* 
whofe bodies are formed of two vaft irregular pearls. 

Make an excurfion four miles on the welt to Holland, a village where formerly hack- 
been a priory of Benediffines, founded by Robert de Holland in 1319, out of the colle¬ 
giate chapel, before ferved by canons regular. Nothing remains at prefent but the 
church, and a few w r alls. The pofterity of the founder rofe to the greateft honours 
durii gfeveral of the following turbulent reigns \ but thofe hnnours were attended with 
the greateft calamities. Robert hiinfelf, firft fecretary to Thomas of Wcodftcck, Earl 
of Lancafter, after betraying his in after, loft his head, by the rage of the people, in the 

14 beginning 
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beginning of the reign of Edward III. His pofterky, many at lead of them, were 
equally unfortunate : Thomas de Holland, Duke of Surry, and Earl of Kent, fell in the 
fame manner at Cirencefter, by the hands of the townfmen, after a rafh infurrection, in 
order to reftore his matter, Richard II. His half-brother, John, Duke of Exeter, and 
Earl of Huntingdon, underwent the fame fate, from the hands of the populace, at Pleffy, 
in F.ffex, fur being engaged in the fame defign. And his grandfon, Henry, Duke of 
Exeter, experienced a fortune as various as it was calamitous. He was thegreateft fubjeft 
in power under Henry VI., and was brother-in-law to Edw, IV.; yet, as Comities relates, 
during the firft depreflion of his unhappy matter, he was feen a Fugitive in Flanders, run¬ 
ning barefoot after the Duke of Burgundy’s coach, to beg an alms: on the laft attempt 
to replace Henry on the throne, lie again appeared in arms at the battle of Barnet, fought 
manfuliv, and was left for dead in the field; a faithful domeftic gave him affiftance, and 
-conveyed him into fanctuary ; he efcaped, and was never heard of till his corpfe was 
found, by fome unknown accident, floating in the fea between Dover and Calais * j and 
thus doled the eventful hittory of this ill-fated line. 

Return through this deep trad; into the road at Standifh : the country from hence 
to Prefton very good; on the laft a long valley runs parallel. At a place called Pin- 
cock-bridge crofsthe Yarrow, a pretty ftream, watering a narrow romantic glen, wooded 
on both fides. 

Ride through Wafton, aveiy populous village, near the Ribble, a fine river, extend¬ 
ing through a range of very rich meadows, as far as the pifturefque vale of Cuerden. 
Crofs the river on a bridge of five arches, afeend a hill, through lanes once deep, nar¬ 
row, and of difficult approach, where, in 1715, the rebels made fome refiftance to the 
king’s forces in the ill-concerted affair of that year. 

On the top lies Prefton, a neat and hand fome town, quiet, and entirely free from the 
noife of manufactures; and is fupported by paffengers, or the money fpent by the 
numerous gentry that inhabit it. It derives its name (according to Camden) from the 
priefts or religious that were in old times the principal inhabitants. Here was a convent 
of grey friars, or Francifcans, founded by Edmund Earl of Lancafter, fon of Henry III. 
Robert de Holland abovemen tioned was a confiderable benefaftor to the place, and was 
buried here. A gentleman of the name of Prefton gave the ground J. Might not the 
town take its name from him ? Here was alfo an ancient hofpital, dedicated to Mary 
Magdalene, mentioned in 129? in the Lincoln taxation t. 

'f his place was taken by florin in 1643, ky parliament forces under Sir John 
Seaton, after a mo ft gallant defence : it was at that time fortified with brick walls §. 

North of this town began the aftion between that gallant officer Sir Marmaduke 
Lan relate and the parliament forces under Cromwell. The former commanded the 
Emriifh army that was to aft in conjunftion with the Duke of Hamilton in his unfortu¬ 
nate invafion in July 1648. Langdale gave the infatuated Scot notice of the approach 
of Cromwell, and in vain advifing the affembling of the whole force, his counfel was 
loft. He alone made a ft and in the fields near Prefton for fix hours, unaffifted by the 
duke, who pufhed the march of his troops over the bridge, leaving Sir Marmaduke to 
be overpowered with numbers. 

The walks on the banks above the Ribble command a moft beautiful view of mea¬ 
dows, bounded by delicious rifings; the river meandring between till the profpeft clofes 
with its eftuary. ” Continue here the whole night, and lie at the Black-Bull. 

U he Spectator has long fince pointed out the knowledge that may be collefted from 
figns: it is impofiible not to remark the propriety of the reigning ones of this county; 

* Stow t Tanner, 234. 
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the triple-legs, and the eagle^and-cliild, denote the great poffeflions of the Stanlies in 
thefe parts; the bull, the juft pre-eminence of its cattle over other counties; and the 
royal-oak, its diftinguilhed loyalty to its l'overeign* I am amazed they do not add the 
Graces, for no where can be feen a more numerous race of beauties among that order, 
who want every advantage to fet oft" their native charms. 

May 20, Go over a flat country, with rufliy fields on each fide : crofs the Broke and 
the Calder; fee on one fide Blazedale fells, and on the other Felling mofs, which feme 
years ago made an eruption fimilar to that of Solway, Crofs the Wier, near Garftang, 
on a bridge of two arches; about twelve miles lower it fwells into a fine harbour, 
whence the provincial proverb, as fafe as Wier. Veffels put into it for the fail-cloth 
niade at Kirkham, 

Breakfaft at Garftang, a fmall town, remarkable for the fine cattle produced in its 
neighbourhood : a gentleman has refufed thirty guineas for a three-year-old cow ; has 
fold a calf of a month's age for ten guineas, and bulls for an hundred; and has killed 
an ox weighing twenty-one fcore per quarter, exclufiveof hide, entrails, &c. Bulls alfo 
have been let out at the rate of thirty guineas the leafon ; fo that well might honeft 
Barnaby # celebrate the cattle of this place, notwithftanding the misfortuneJie met with 
in one of its great fairs. 

Veni Garftang ubl riata 
Sunt Armenia fronte lata. 

Veni Garftang 1 , ubi male 
In trans forum be ft rale. 

Forte vaceillando vico 
Hue et iUiic cum amico. 

In JuvcncE dorfum mi 
Cujus cornu laefus fui. 

Abundance of potatoes are railed about the place, and fent to London, Ireland, and 
Scotland. 

Sir Edward Walpole is lord of this manor, his father having obtained a grant of it 
from the crown. 

Near the town, on a know I, is a fingle tower, the poor remains of Grenehaugh caltle: 
it was built by the firft: Stanley, Earl of Derby, to fecure himfelf in his new pofl'eJiions, 
the forfeited eftates of the Yorkifts, who did not bear, without refentment, this ufurpa- 
tionon their property. Among the attainted lands, which were veiled in his lordlhip, 
are reckoned thofe of Pilktngton, Broughton, and Wotton f. 

Soon after leaving Garftang the country grows more barren, uneven, or flightly 
hilly. From a common called the Grave have a fine view of 

Lancafter, built of ftone, and lying on the fide of a hill: the caftle, built by Edward 
III. I, forms one great object, the church another; and far beyond is an arm of the fea, 
and the lofty mountains of Furnefs and Cumberland. The town is not regular, but is 
well built, and contains numbers of very handfome houfes. Every ftranger mu ft ad¬ 
mire the front of Mr. Noble’s, faced with ftone, naturally figured with views, rivers, 
and mountains, in the fame nature with the pistra imbojeata and ruinata of the Italians! 
The inhabitants are alfo fortunate in having fomevery ingenious cabinet-makers fettled 
here, who fabricate moll excellent and neat goods at remarkably cheap rates, which 
they export to London and the plantations. Mr. Gillow’s warchoufe of thefe manu¬ 
factures merits a vifit. 

. * known by the name of drunken Barnaby, who lived the beginning of lait century, and published 

his four Itineraries in Latin rhyme. 1 1 
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It is a town of much commerce; has fine quays on the river Lime, which brings up 
fliips of 250 tons burden clofe to the place. Forty or fifty Ihips trade from hence di- 
reftly to Guinea and the Weft Indies; others to Norway. Befides the cabinet goods, 
fome fail-cloth is manufactured here; and great numbers of candles are exported to the 
Weft Indies. Much wheat and barley is imported. 

The cuftom-houfe is a fraall but elegant building, with a portico fupported by four 
Ionic pillars, with a beautiful plain pediment: each pillar is fifteen feet and a half high, 
and confrfts of a Angle ftone. There is a double flight of fteps, a ruftic furbafe and 
coins; a work that does much credit to Mr, Gillow, the architect. 

The caftle is very entire ; has a molt magnificent front, confifting of two angular 
towers, and a gateway between, and within is a great fquare tower: the courts of juf- 
tice are held here ; and here are kept the prifoners of the county, in a fafe yet airy con¬ 
finement. The caftle and town were furprifed and taken immediately after the ftorming 
of Prefton, by a party fent from thence under the command of Serjeant-major Birch. 

The church is feated on an eminence near the caftle, and commands an extenfive, but 
not a pleafing view. Within is a mural monument in memory of Sir Samuel Eyres, 
one of the judges of the king’s-bench in the time of King William ; and a very pom¬ 
pous infcription on the grave-ftone of Tho. Covell, fix times mayor of the town, forty- 
eight years keeper of the caftle, forty-fix years one of the coroners of the county, captain 
of the freehold land of the hundred of Lonfdale on this fide the fands, &e. &c. died 
Aug. i, 1639. 

Ccafe, ceafe £0 mourn, all tears are vain and void* 
fled, not dead* dllTolved, not deftroyed ; 

Jn heaven his foul doth tell, his body here 
Sleeps in this dull, and his fame every where 
Triumphs: the town, the country, farther forth. 

The land throughout proclaim his noble worth. 

Speak of a man fo court tout. 

So free and every way magnanimous ; 

That dory told at large here do you fee 
Epitomized m brief* Co veil was he. 

This is given as a fpecimen of an epitaph fo very extravagant, that the living muff 
laugh to read ; and the deceafed, was he capable, muft biufti to hear. 

This was one of the churches referved by Henry VIII. as a fan&uary after the aboli¬ 
tion of that dangerous privilege in the reft of England. 

On the north fide of the church-yard are the remains of an old wall, called the wery 
wall. Camden conjectures it to have taken its name from Caerwerid, or the green for- 
trefs, the Britifh name of Lancafter ; and that it was part of a Roman wall. For my 
part, with Leland, I fufpeft it to have been part of the enclofure of the priory, a cell 
of Benedi&ine monks of St. Martin, at Sees in France, fupprefled by Henry V., and 
given to Sion abby. 

The lhambles or this town muft not be omitted : they are built in the form of a ftreet, 
at the public expence; every butcher has his Ihop, and his name painted over the door. 

Crofs the Lune, on a hand fome bridge of four arches. Since I vifited this town 
there is a new bridge of five arches, built a little above the other, which is yet Handing. 
Turn to the left, and after four miles riding reach Hefs bank, and at low water crofs 
the arm of the fea, the Moricambe of Ptolemy, that divides this part of the county from 
the hundred of Furnefs, a detached traft peninfulated by the lea, lake, or river, a me¬ 
lancholy ride of eleven miles; the profpeft on all fides quite favage, high barren hills 

indented 


184 pennant's second tour in gcoTJ-ANu. 

indented by the fea, or dreary wet lands, rendered more horrible by the approach of 
night, and a tempeftuous evening, obfeured by the driving of black clouds. Beneath 
the (hade difcerned Arnfide tower, the property of the Stanlies for feme centuries. 
Here the county of Weftmoreland intrudes into the eftuary, and totally feparates the 
hundred of Loynfdale from the reft of Lancalhire. Before us^ was an extenfive but 
(hallow ford, formed by the Kent and other rivers, now paffed with trouble by the beat¬ 
ing of the waves. 

At the entrance into this water am met by a guide, called here the carter, who is 
maintained by the public, and obliged in all weathers to attend here from fun-rife to 
fun-fet, to conduct palfengers over. 

Three miles from the fhore is Cartmel, a fmall town with mod irregular ftreets, lying 
in a vale furrounded with high hills. The gateway of the monaftery of regular canons 
of St. Auftin, founded in 1188 by William Marefchal, Earl of Pembroke, is (till (land¬ 
ing: but this had long been holy ground. Egfrid, King of the Northumbrians, who 
reigned between the years 670 and 685, gave to St. Cuthbert all the traft called Carth- 
mell and all the Britains on it, and a town called Sudgetluit a proof of the length of 
time that the natives of our ifland inhabited this part. 

The church is large, and in form of a crofs: the length is 157 feet; the tranfept 11 o; 
the height 57. The fteeple is moft Angular, the tower being a fquare within a fquare; 
the upper part being fet diagonally within the lower. The infide of the church ist 
handfome and fpacious : the centre fupported by four large and fine cluttered pillars: 
the weft part more modern than the reft, and the pillars octagonal. The choir beauti¬ 
ful, furrounded with flails, whofe tops and pillars are finely carved with foliage, and 
with the inftruments of the paffion above. 

On one fide is the tomb-ftone of William de Walton, with a crofs on it. He was 
either firft or fecond prior of this place. The infeription is only “ Hie jacet frater 
Wilelmus de Walton prior de Cartmel.” 

On the other is a magnificent tomb of a Harrington and his lady, both fie recum¬ 
bent beneath a fine carved and open work arch, decorated with variety of fuperftitious 
figures ; and on the furbafe are grorefque forms of chaunting monks. He lies with his 
legs acrofs, a fign that he had obtained that privilege by the merits of a pilgrimage to 
the holy land, or a crufade. He is faid to have been one of the Harringtons of Wraf- 
holm tower, his lady a Huddlefton of Millam caftle. It is probably the effigies of Sir 
John de Harrington, who in 1305 was fummoned by Edw. I,, with numbers of other 
gallant gentlemen, to meet him at Carlifle, and attend him on his expedition into Scot¬ 
land ; and was then knighted along with Prince Edward, with bathing, and other lacred 
ceremonies f. 

The monument erected by Chriftopher Rawlinfon of Carkhall, in Cartmel, deferves 
mention, being in memory of his grandfather, father, and mother. The laft, a monk, 
descended from a Tho. Monk of Devonfhire, by Frances Plantagenet, daughter and co¬ 
heir of Anhui - Vifcount Lifle, fon of Edw. IV. ; and this Chriftopher dying without 
ilfue, was the laft male by the mother's fide of that great line. 

In a fide chapel is the burial-place of the Lowthers j among other monuments is a 
neat but fmall one of the late Sir William. 

May 2f. Pafs through fome fields, a ftrange mixture of pafture, rock, and fmall 
groves. Defcend a hill to Holker, once the feat of the family of the Preftons, fince the 
property of the Lowthers, and lately that of Lord George Cavendifli: a large irregular 

* Hilt. St. Cuthbert Id Hift. Angl. Script, i. 69. f Dngdale’s Baronage, II. 99. 
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houfe, feated in a pretty park* well wooded ; and on the fide of the houfe is a range 
of low rocky hills* direfting the eye to an immenfe chain of lofty mountains* 

AtHolker arefeveral good piftures: among the portraits, the beautiful, abandoned- 
vindiftive, violent Dutchefs of Cleveland, milt refs to Charles IL by Lely* 

A Mrs* Lowther by the facie. 

Admiral Penn, dreffed in black, with a cravat and fafli, long hair, and of a good 
honeft countenance. He rofe very early in life to the high eft naval commands ; was a 
captain at twenty one, rear admiral of Ireland at twenty-three, general in the fir ft 
Dutch war at thirty-two ; difgraced and imprifoned by Cromwell for his unfuccefsful 
attempt on St. Domingo, though he added, in that very expedition, Jamaica to the 
kingdom of Great Britain : on the reft oration, commanded under the Duke of York 
in the fame fhip, at the great fea fight of 1665, when the laurels of the firft day were 
blafted by the unfortunate inactivity of the fecond ; for where princes are concerned, 
the truth of mifearriages feidom appears. He foon after retired from the fervice, and 
died at the early age of forty-nine. 

The late Sir James Lowther; a character too well known to be dwelt on. 

The head of Thomas Wriothefly, Earl of Southampton, the friend of Clarendon, 
and virtuous treafurer of the firft years after the reft oration. 

His lady, leaning on a globe* 

Avery fine head of aPrefton, in black, a ruff, fliort grey hair; round beard. 

A head called that of an Earl Douglafs, with this infeription : “ Nevis paucos fecura 
quies,set, fuse, xxii. A. M. D, id* 9 * On the head a black bonnet, countenance good, 
beard brown, drefs black, 

A fine head of Vandyck, when young, leaning : by himfelft 
An old man reading, and a boy, on wood, marked j. w. Stap* 

Two boys at dice, and a woman looking on: a fine piece by Morillio. 

St. Francis (PAffize, kneeling, very fine. And variety of other good paintings. 
Among them four by Claude Lorraine. 

Crofs another tract of fands, three miles in breadth, and am conducted through the 
ford by another Carter. This officer was originally maintained by the priory of Coni- 
fhed; but at the difiblmion the King charged himfelf and his fucceffors with the pay¬ 
ment : fince that time it is held by patent of the dutch y of Lancafter, and the falary is 
paid by the receiver-general- Reach 

Ulverfton, a town of about three thoufand fouls, feated near the water fide, and is ap¬ 
proachable at high water by veffels of a hundred an,d fifty tons ; has a good trade in 
iron ore, pig and bar iron, bark, lime-ftone, oats and barley, and much beans, which 
laft are fent to Liverpool, for the food of the poor enfiaved negroes in the Guinea 
trade* Numbers of cattle are fold out of the neighbourhood, but the commerce in 
general declines; at prefect there are not above fixty veffels belonging to the place; 
formerly about a hundred and fifty moftly let out to freight; but both mafter and Tai¬ 
lors go now to Liverpool for employ. 

Quantities of potatoes are raifed here ; and fuch is the increafe that 450 bulhels 
have been got from a fingle acre of ground. Some wheat is raifed in low Furnefs, 
near the fea, and in the iile of Walney : but the inhabitants of thefe parts have but re¬ 
cently applied themfelves to hufbandry. Among the manures fea-fand and live tnuf- 
cles are frequently ufed : but till within thefe twenty years even the ufe of dung was 
fcarcely known to them. 

Make an ex cur lion of four miles to the weft, to vifit the great iron mines at Whit- 
rigs ; the ore is found in immenfe beds beneath two ftrata, one of pinnel or coarfe 
Vox,, in. B b gravely 
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gravel, about fifteen yards thick: the next is lirae-ftone of twenty yards : the ftratmn 
of ore is rather uncertain in extent, but is from ten to fifteen yards thick, and forty in 
extent; and fometimes two hundred tons have been taken up in a week. A cubic 
yard of ore weighs three tons and a half: the common produce of metal is one ton 
from thirty-five to forty hundred of ore ; but fome has been fo rich as to yield a ton of 
iron from twenty feven hundred of the mineral. 

The ore lies in vail heaps about the mines, fo as to form per fed mountains is of 
that fpecies called by mineralogifts haematites and kidney-ore ; is red, very greafy, and 
defiling. The iron"race that inhabit the mining villages exhibit a ftrange appearance : 
men, women and children are perfefty dyed with it, and even imjocent babes quickly 
affiime the bloody complexion of the foil. 

The ore is carried on board the fhips for 12s. per ton, each ton 1 1 hundred j and the 
adventurers pay l s. fid. per ton farm for liberty of railing it. It is entirely fmelted 
with wood charcoal, but is got in fiich quantities that wood in thefe parts is fometimes 
wanting; fo that charcoal is fometimes procured from the poor woods of Mull, and other 
of the Hebrides. The port tc thefe mines is Barrow, about five miles to the 1 'oiith weft. 

Thefe mines have been worked above four hundred years ago, as appears by the grant 
of William of Lancafler, Lord of Kendal, to the priory of Coni died, in this neighbour¬ 
hood, of the mine of Plumpton, probably part of the prefent vein ; which he conveys 
« libero introitu et exitu ad duos equos cum hominibus minam cariandam, &c. *” 

The veftiges of the ancient workings are very frequent, and apparent enough, from 
the vaft hollows in the earth wherever they have funk in. 

From one of the banks have a great view of the lower Furnefs, as far as appears, a 
woodlefs trad, and the iile of Walney, ftretching along the coafl:, and forming to it a 
fecure counterfcarp from the rage of the fea. At the louth end is Peel caff le, originally 
built, and fupportedby the abbey of Furnefs, and garrifoned with fixty men, as a pro¬ 
tection againft the Scots. 

The abbey lies oppofite, and the very ruins evince its former magnificence j■ It 
was founded in 1127, by Stephen Earl of Moriton of Bologne, afterwards King of 
England, or rather removed by him from Tulket in Aundirnefs. The monks were 
Originally of the order of Tironenfians, of the rule of St. Benedict, but afterwards be* 
came Ciftercians J. 

The little Tarn, or water called Standing Tarn, is within fight j it is. of confiderae 
depth, and abounds with pike, roach, and eels ; alfo with large trout; and is remark¬ 
able for having no vifible outlet, but difeharges its waters by fome fub terraneous paffage; 

See, towards the North, at a t'mall diflance, the hill of Black-Coomb, in Cumberland 
often vifible from Flintfhire, and an infallible prefage to us of bad weather. I found 
from the report of the inhabitants of thefe parts, that the appearance of our country is 
equally ominous to them, and equally unacceptable. 

See Swartz-moor hall, near which Martin Swartz and liis Germans encamped in 
1487, with Lambert Simnel, in order to coiled forces in thefe parts, before his attempt 
to wreft the crown from Henry ViL He was fupported by Sir Thomas Broughton, a 
gentleman of this neighbourhood, who, efcaping afterwards from the battle of Stoke, 
like our Owen-GIendwr, lived many years (when he was fuppofed to have been flain) 
in great obfeurity, fupported by his faithful tenants in Weftinoreland. 

• Dugdale, ii. 475. 

+ Finely engraven among the views publiflied by the fociely of Antiquaries. 

t Dugdale, i. 704. An excellent and full account of ibis abbey has been lately publilhcd, by Mr. 
Thomas Weft. * 
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And in after-times the melancholy fpirit of George Fox, the founder of quakerifen, 
took poffeflion of Swartz-moor hall, firft captivating the heart of a widow, the relict of 
judge Fell, the then inhabitant, moving her congenial foul to refign herfelf to him in 
the bonds of matrimony. From thence he Tallied forth, and T trull, unintentionally, 
gave rife to a crowd of fpiritual Quixotes (difowned indeed by his admirers, as his 
genuine followers) who for a period difturbed mankind with all the extravagancies that 
enthufiafm could invent. 

Return to Ulverfton, and dine with Mr. Kendal of that place, who Ihevved me every 
civility. In his poffeflion faw a fingulartripodal jug, found in the neighbourhood : it 
was wide at the bottom, and narrow at the top, with a fpout and handle made of a 
mixed raetal ; the height of the vefiel was eight inches three quarters, of the feet two 
three quarters. One of the fame kind was found in the county of Down *, in Ireland; 
yet probably both might be Roman, the laft brought by accident into that kingdom ; 
for Mr. Gordon, tab. 42. has given the figure of one carved on the fide of an altar. 

Proceed by Newland iron furnace; afeend a high hill, whofe very top, as well as 
others adjacent, appears well peopled. Defcend to Penny-bridge, or Crake-ford, 
where a Ihip of 150tons was then building. Furnaces abound inthefe parts, and vari¬ 
ous forts of implements of hufbandry are made here. 

Keep along a narrow glen on excellent roads, aniidft thick coppices, or brufh woods 
of various forts of trees, many of them planted exprefsly for the ufe of the furnaces or 
bloomeries. They confift chiefly of birch and hazel: not many years ago Ihip loads ’ 
of nuts have been exported from hence. The woods are great ornaments to the coun¬ 
try, for they creep high up the hills: The owners cut them down in equal portions, in 
the rotation of fixteen years, and raife regular revenues out of them ; and often fu- 
perior to the rent of their land, for freeholders of fifteen or twenty-five pounds per 
annum, are known to make conftantly fixty pounds a year from their woods. The 
furnaces for thefe laft fixty years have brought a great deal of wealth into this country. 

Obfervethat the tops of all the alh trees were lopped; and was informed that it was 
done to feed the cattle in Autumn, when the grafs was on the decline: the cattle peel¬ 
ing off the bark as a food. I11 Queen Elizabeth’s time the inhabitants of Colton and 
Hawkfliead fells remonftrated againft the number of bloomeries then in the country, 
becaufe they confirmed all the loppings and croppings, the foie winter food for their 
cattle. The people agreed to pay to the Queen the rent Ihe received from thefe works, 
on condition they were fupprdled. Thefe rents now called Bloom Smithy, are paid to 
the crown to this day, notwith(landing the improved ftate of the country has rendered 
the ufe of the former indulgence needlefs. 

Keep by the fide of the river Crake : near its difeharge from Coninfton mere, at a 
place called Waterfoot, lay abundance of flate brought down by water from the quarries 
in the fells: obferved alfo great heaps of birch befoms, which are alfo articles for ex¬ 
portation. 

Reach Coninfton or Thurftain water, a beautiful lake, about feven ineafured miles 
long; and the greateft breadth three quarters: the greateft depth from thirty to forty 
fathoms. At the S. end it is narrowed by the projection of feveral little headlands 
running far into the water, and forming between them l'everal pretty bays. A little 
higher up the wideft part commences : from thence it runs quite flrait to the end, not 
incurvated as the maps make it. The filh of this water are charrand pike : a few years 
ago the firft were fold for 3s. 6d. per dozen, but thanks to the luxury of the times, are ' 

* Ancient and prefent flate of the county of Down, p. 55. 
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novvraifed to eight or nine (hillings. The feenery about this lake, which is fcarcely 
mentioned, is extremely noble. TheE. and W. fides are bounded by high hills often 
wooded ; but in general conipofed of grey rock, and coarfe vegetation; much juniper" 
creeps along the fur-face, and fome beautiful hollies are finely intermixed. At the north- 
weftern extremity the vaft mountains called Coninfton fells, form a magnificent mafs. 
In the mid ft is a great bofom, retiring inward, which affords great quantities of fine 
flate. The trade in this article has of late been greatly improved, and the value of the 
quarries highly encreafed : a work that twenty years ago did not produce to the land¬ 
lord forty (hillings, at prefent brings in annually as many pounds : and the whole quan¬ 
tity at this time exported yearly from thefe mountains, is about two thculand tons. At 
their feet is a fmall cultivated traft, filled with good farm houfes, and near the water 
edge is the village and church of Coninfton. Formerly thefe mountains yielded cop¬ 
per ; but of late the works have been neglected on account of the poverty of the ore. 

Leave the fides of the lake, andafeend a deep hill, furrounded with woods. From 
the fnmmithave a fine view of the lake, the ftupendous fells, and a winding chafin be¬ 
neath fome black and ferrated mountains. 

The fields in.thofe parts are often fenced with rows of great flates ; which no herfes 
will attempt leaping. See at a diftance a piece of Winander mere, and that of Eaft- 
thwaite; defeend the hill, and foon reach the fmall town of Hawkfhead, feated in a fertile 
bottom. In the church is an altar tomb, with the effigies of William Sandys, and Mar¬ 
garet his wife, raoft rudely cut in ftone, and done by order of his fon Edwin, Archbifliop 
of York, who was born in a finall houfe in this neighbourhood. Round the tomb is 
this infeription: 

Condiiur hoc tumulo, Guilielmus Saottes et uxor* 

Cm Margareta nomcn et omen erat. 

Armiger ille fait percharua regibus olim, 

Ilia fed exemplar religion is erat. 

Conjugii fuerant aequaU forte beati. 

Felices opibus^ ftemmate* prole tide* 

Quos amor ec pietas keto conjnnxk eodem ; 
fios fnb fpe vitae cont met ifte lapis. 

May 22d, leave Hawkfhead, and ride by the fide of Urfwick mere, about two miles 
long, and three quarters broad $ on each fide ornamented with a pretty elevated penin- 
fula, jutting far into the water. Its fifh are perch, called here bafs, pike, eels, but no 
trout. The eels defeend in multitudes through the river that flows from this mere into 
Winander, beginning their migration with the firft floods after midfumnier j and ceafe 
on the firft fnows. The inhabitants of the country take great numbers in wheels at that 
feafon; when it is their opinion that the eels are going into the fait water: and that they 
return in fpring, 

The roads are excellent amidft fine woods with grey rocks patched with mofs rifin^ 
above. In one place obferved a Holly-park, a tract preferved entirely for ffieep, who 
are fed in winter with the croppings. Wild cats inhabit in too great plenty thefe woods 
and rocks. 

The Lichen Tartareus, or ftone rag, as it is called here, incrufts moll of the ftones: 
is gathered for the ufe of the dyers by the peafants, who fell it at a penny per pound, 
and can colleft two ftone weight of it in a day. 

Reach Graithwaite, the feat of Mr. Sandys; and from the cats craig, an eminence 
near the houfe, have an extenfive view up and down the water of Winander, for feve- 
ralmiles. The variety of beautiful bays that indent the fhore; the fine wooded rifings 
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rhat bound each fide ; and the northern termination of lofty fells patched with fnow, 
compofe a fcene the molt picturefque that can be imagined. 

See on the plain part of thefe hills numbers of fpringesfor woodcocks, laid between 
tufts of heath, with avenues of final l (tones on each tide to direct thefe foolifh birds into 
the fnares, for they will not hop over the pebbles. Multitudes are taken in this mari¬ 
ner in the open weather; and fold on the fpot for fixteen pence or twenty pence a 
couple (about 20 years ago at fix pence or feven pence) and lent to the all-devouring 
capital, by the Kendal ftage. 

After breakfaft, take boat at a little neighbouring creek, and have a 1110ft advantage¬ 
ous view of this beautiful lake, being favoured with a calm day and fine iky. 1 he 
length of this water is about twelve miles; the breadth about a mile; for the width is 
unequal from the multitude of pretty bays, that give inch an elegant finuofity to its 
ihores, efpecially thofe on the eaft, or the Weftinorelaud fide. The horns of thefe lit tic 
ports project far, and are finely wooded ; as are all the Icfler hills that fkirt the water. 

At a diftance is another feries of hills, lofty, rude, grey and moflv ; and above them 
foar the iminenfe heights of the fells of Coninfton, the mountains of Wrynofe and 
Hard-knot, and the ,conic points of Langden fells; all except the fir ft in Cumberland. 

The waters are difcharged out at the fouth end, at Newby-bridge, with a rapid pre¬ 
cipitous current, then affmne the name of Leven, and after a courfe of two miles fall 
into the eftuary called the Leven fands. The depth of this lake is various, from foul- 
yards and a half to feventy-four, and excepting near the fides, the bottom is entirely 
rocky : in fome places are vaft fubaqueous precipices, the rock falling at once perpen¬ 
dicular, for the depth of twenty yards, within forty of the fiiore; and the fame depth is 
preferved acrofs the channel. The fall of the Leven, from the lake to high water 
mark, is ninety feet; the deepeft part of the lake a hundred and thirty-two beneath 
that point. 

The boatmen directed their courfe northward, and brought us by the heathy ifle of 
Lingholm, and the far projecting cape of Rawlinfon’s Nab. On the left hand obferve 
the termination of Laneafliire, juft fouth of the ftor, a great promontory in Weftmore- 
land, all the remaining weftern fide is claimed by the firft ; but Weftmoreland bounds 
the reft, fo has the faireft claim to call itfelf Owner of this fuperb water. 

On doubling the ftor a new expanfe opened before us ; left the little ille of Grow- 
hohne on the right, traverfed the lake towards the horfe ferry, and a little beyond, the 
great Holme of thirty acres erodes the water, and conceals the reft. This delicious ille 
isbleft with a rich pafturage, is adorned with a pretty grove, and has on it a good 
houfe. 

It has been the fortune of this beautiful retreat often to change mafters : the flatter¬ 
ing hopes of the charms of retirement have milled feveral to purchafe it from the laft 
cheated owner, who after a little time difeovered, that a conftant enjoyment Ci the fame 
objeas, delightful as they were, foon fatiated. There mult be fomething more than 
external charms to make a retreat from the world long endurable; the qualifications 
requifite fall to the fhare of a very few ; without them difguft and wearinefs will foon 
invade their privacy, notwithftanding they courted it with all the paffion and all the 
romance with which the poet did his iniftrefs *. 

Sic ego fecretis poflum bene viverc fylvis, 

Qua nulla lrnmano fit via tnU pe< 3 e, 

Tu mihi curarum requies* tu nofrevd atm 
Lumen, et in folia tu mihi turba leds, 

*■ Tibullus iv, 13, 9, 
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From this iiUml began a new and broader extent of water* bounded on the well by the 
bold and lofty face of a fteep hill* patched with the deep green of vaft yews and hollies* 
that embellHhed its naked dope. This ex pa i vie is varied with feveralvery pretty ifles, 
feme bare* others juft-appear above water* tufted with trees : on the north-eaft fide is 
the appearance of much cultivation ; a tract near the village of Boutnefs falls gently to 
the water edge* and rifes again far up a high and large mountain, beyond which is a 
grand fkreen of‘Others, the pointed heads of Trouibeck Mis, the yafl rounded mafs 
of Fairfield, and the ftill higher finmnit of RydaT. 

Land, and dine in We tenor el and at Boulnefs, anciently called Wiaander, giving 
name to the lake ; and am here treated with mod delicate trout and perch, the fifh of 
this water. The chart is found here in great plenty, and of a fize fiiperfor to tbofe in 
Wales, They fpawn about Michaelmas, in the river Brathay, which, with the Row- 
thay are the great feeds of the lake, preferring the rocky bottom of the former to the 
gravelly bottom of the other. The fifhermen diftmguiflh two varieties, the cafe-charr 
cmd the gelt-charr, i. c, a fifh which had ,jiQt /pawned the I aft feafon, and efteemed by 
them the more delicate : this fpawns from the beginning of January to the end of March, 
and never afeends the river, but felefis for that purpofe the mo ft gravelly parts of the 
lake, and that which abounds nroft with fpririgs. It is taken in greateft plenty from the 
end of September to the end of November, but at other times is very rarely met with. 

The monks of the abbey of Furnefs had a grant from William of Lancafter, privileg¬ 
ing them to fifh on this water with one boat and twenty nets; but in cafe any of the 
fervants belonging to the abbey, and fo employed, mifbehaved thcmfelves, they were 
to be chaflifed by the lord of the water; and in cafe they refuted to fubmk, the abbot 
was boutidtodifchargethem, and make them forfeit their wages for their delinquency*. 

Remount my horfe, and continue my journey along the fides of the lake, and from 
an eminence about half a mile N. of the village of Boulnefs, have a fine view of the 
water and all its windings ; and obferve that the lafl bend points very far to the weft. 

On advancing towards the end have an auguft profpeft of the whole range of thele 
northern apemiines, exhibiting all the variety of grandeur in the uniform immenfe mafs, 
the conic fummit, the broken ridge, and the overhanging crag, with the deep chafm-like 
pafiages far winding along their bates, rendered more horrible by the blackening fhade 
of the rocks* 

Among the birds which poffefs this exalted tra£t, the eagles are the firft in rank: 
they breed in many places* If one is killed, the other gets a new mate, and retains its 
ancient aery. Thofe who take their nefts find in them remains of great numbers of 
moor game: they are befides very pernicious to the heronries : it is remarked, in the 
laying feafon of the herons, when the eagles terrify them from their nefts, that crows, 
watching the opportunity, will fteal away their eggs. 

The red deer which ftill run wild in Mar tin dale foreft, fometimes ftraggle into thofe 
parts, * 

Reach Amblefide, a fmaU town above the extremity of the lake: the inhabitants of 
thefe parts are very induftrious ; are much employed in knitting ftockings for Kendal 
market; in fpinning woollen yarn, and in making thread to weave their linfies. The 
countenances of the people begin to alter; efpeciaUyin the tender fex ; the face begins 
to fquare, and the cheek bone begins to rife, as if fymptomaric of my approaching to¬ 
wards North Britain. 

Below 7 Amblefide, in a meadow near the river Brathay, is a Roman camp, the fup_ 
pofed Didisof the Notitia, where coins, bricks, &c. have been often found. The out. 

* DiigiJale Monall. I. 70S. 
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line of the work is flill vifiblc, and . its extent is four hundred feet one way, and three 
hundred the other: it was the ftation of part of the cohort of the Numerus Nerviorum 
DiSenfium, and placed very conveniently to command feveral pafies. 

May 23. At a fmail diftance from Amblefide, fee Rydal-hall, the houfe of Sir 
Michael le Fleming, placed in a moll magnificent fituation; having the lake full in 
front, a rich intervening fore-ground ; and on each fide a ftupendous guard of moun¬ 
tains. This family have been fixed in the north ever fince the eonqueft, and became 
owners of Rydal-hall by a marriage with one of the coheireffes, daughter of Sir John 
de Lancafter, in the time of Henry IV. 

Storkgill force, near Amblefide, and two cafcades near Rydal-hall, deferve a vifit 
front the traveller. 

Near the houfe is a lofty rocky brae, cloathed with multitudes of gigantic yews and 
hollies, that from their fize and antiquity, give it a mod venerable appearance; and not 
far from its foot is Rydal water, about a mile long, beautified with little illes. 

Go through Rydal pals, or in the dialect of the country, Rydal haws, or gullet. 
Ride through Grafs-niere, a fertile vale with a lake dofed at the end by a noble pyra¬ 
midal mountain, called Helm-crag, with a rude and broken “top Angularly grand *. 

On a high pals between the hills, obferve a large Carnedd called Dunmail Wrays 
flones, collected in memory of a defeat, A. D. 946, given to a petty king of Cumber¬ 
land, of that name, by Edmund I. who with the ufual barbarity of the times, put out 
the eyes of his two fons, and gave his country to Malcolm, King of Scotland, on 
condition he preferved in peace the northern parts of England. 

The defcent from hence to the vale of Kefwick,nine miles. 

Near this place enter Cumberland, having on the left the long extended front of 
Helvellin fells. Moil of the hills in thefe parts are fine iheep walks, finooth and well 
turfed. The iheep are fmail, but the mutton exquifitely tailed,being feldom killed be¬ 
fore it is fix or feven years old. The wool is coarfe, but manufactured into ordinary 
carpets and blankets. " No goats are kept here on account of the damage they would do 

to the woods. _ 

Arrive within fight of Thirl-water, a moil beautiful but narrow lake, filling the bot¬ 
tom of a long dale for near four miles. From an eminence near Dale-head houfe^ 
have a piclurefque view over great part of its extent. About the middle, the land for 
above a hundred yardsj approaches and contrails the water to the fize of a little river, 
over which is a true Alpine bridge ; and behind that the water mil ant ly refumes the 
former breadth. 

Regaining die road, have a ftrange and horrible view downwards, into a deep and 
mifty vale, (called the vale of St. John,) at this time appearing bottomlefs, and winding 
far amidft the mountains, darkened by their height, and the thick clouds that hung on 

their fummits. , 

In the courfe of the defcent, vifit, under the guidance of DoCtor Brownngg (the 
firll difeoverer), a fine piece of antiquity of that kind which is attributed to the Diuids. 
An arrangement of great ftones tending to an oval figure, is to be feen near the road 
fide, about a mile and a half from Kefwick, on the fummit of a pretty broad and high 
hill, in an arable field called Caftle. The area is thirty-four yards from north to fouth, 
and near thirty from eatl to well; but many of the ftones are fallen down, fome in¬ 
ward, others outward j according to the plan, they are at- prefent forty in number. 

* My idea of Uiis.and other romantic feenes in tills part is improved by a very good drawing made in 
lycoby my ingenious friend Paul Panloil, EPj. Jim. 

At 
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At the north end, are two much larger than the reft, Handing five feet and a half 
above the foil: between thefe may be fuppofed to have been the principal entrance ; op- 
polite to it, on the S. fide, are others of nearly the fame height; and on the eaft is one 
near feven feet high. But what diftinguiflies this from all other Druidical remains of 
this nature, is a rectangular recefs on the eaft fide of the area, formed of great Rones, 
like thofe of the oval. Thefe ftruCtures are confidered in general to have been temples, 
or places of worlhip: the recefs here mentioned feems to have been allotted for the 
Druids, the priefts of the place, a fort of -Holy of Holies, where they met feparated 
from the vulgar, to perform their rights, their divinations, or to fit in council, to de¬ 
termine on controverfies, to compromife all differences about limits of land, or about 
inheritances, or for the trial of the greater criminals *; the Druids poffeffing both the 
office of prieft and judge. The caufe that this recefs was placed on the eaft fide, 
feems to arife from the refpect paid by the ancient natives of this ifle to that beneficent 
luminary the fun, not originally an idolatrous reipeft, but merely as a fymbol of the 
glorious all-feeing Being, its great Creator. 

I havealfo feen fibula cut out of a flat piece of fdver, of a form better to be expreffed 
by the figure than words. Its breadth is, from one exterior fide to the other, four 
inches. This was difcovered lodged in the mud, on deepening a fifli-pond in Brayton 
Park in Cumberland, the feat of Sir Wilfrid Lawfon, and communicated to me by 
Doftor Brownrigg. With it was found a large filver hook of two ounces weight. 
The length of the fhank from the top to the curvature at bottom, four inches and three 
eights. The hook not fo long. 

Arrive near the Elyfium of the north, the vale of Kefwick, a circuit between land and 
water of about twenty miles. From an eminence above, command a fine bird’s eye 
view of the whole of the broad fertile plain, the town of Kefwick, the white church of 
Crofswhaite, the boafted lake of Derwentwater, and the beginning of that of Baffenth- 
waite, with a full fight of the vaft circumjacent mountains that guard this delicious 
fpot. 

Dine at Kefwick, a final! market town: where, and in the neighbourhood, are 
manufactures of carpets, flannels, linfies and yarn : the laft fold to people from Cocker- 
mouth, who come for it every market day. 

1 ake boat on the celebrated lake of Derwentwater. The form is irregular, extend¬ 
ing from north to fouth, about three miles and a half. The greateft depth is twenty feet 
in a channel, running from end to end,, probably formed by the river Derwent, which 
paffes through, and gives name to the lake. The name is taken from Derwen an oak, 
probably bellowed on it by the Cumbrian Britons from the plenty of that timber on its 
banks and thofe of the lake. 

The views on every fide are very different: here all the poffible variety of Alpine 
feenery is exhibited, with all the horror of precipice, broken crag, or over-hanging 
rock, or infulated pyramidal hills, contrafted with others whofe fmooth and verdant 
Tides, fwelling into aerial heights, at once pleafe and furprize the eye. 

The two extremities of the lake afford moft difeordant profpe&s: the fouthern is a 
compofition of all that is horriblean immenfe chafm opens in the mid ft, whofe en¬ 
trance is divided by a rude conic hill, once topt wiih a cattle, the habitation of the ty¬ 
rant of the rocks; beyond, a feries of broken mountainous crags, now patched with 
fiiow, foar one above the other, overfiiadowing the dark winding deeps of Borrowdale. 
In thefe black recefies are lodged variety of minerals, the origin of evil by their abufe, 
And placed by nature, not remote from the fountain of it. 

9 Cast de Bello Gal* lib* vi, 


Jtum 




77 /V’/// 




Xrndon RtiWhtA by Lcnarnan,lIurft.RArt It Omit. FaUrncilerRaw.^ut} ljScS. 






































PEN ant’s SECOND TOUR IN SCOTLAND* 


*93 


Itum eft in vjfcera terrce, 

Qi.iafqiie recortdifierat ftygiifque reiTioverat urnbns, 

Eifodiuntur opes. 

But the opposite or northern view is in a'l refpefts a ftrong and beautiful contrail: Sldd- 
daw {hews its vaft bale, and bounding all that part of the vale, rifes gently to a height 
that finks the neighbouring hills; opens a pleating front, fmooth and verdant, finding 
over the country like a gentle generous lord, while the fells of Borrowdale frown on it 
like a hardened tyrant. °Sldddaw is covered with grafsto within half a mile of the fum- 
mit; after which it becomes ftony. The view front the top extends northward over 
Solway firth and various of the Scottilh mountains ; to the welt the fea and the ifle of 
Man; while the interjacent country exhibits a flatter variety, no bad contrail to the 
rude and exalted fells of Borrowdale: finally, to the eall appear the dreary mountains 
of Weltmoreland, lefs interefting than the reft of the fcenery. 

Each boundary of the lake feems to take part with the extremities, and emulates 
their appearance: the fouthern varies in rocks of different forms, from the tremendous 
precipices of the Lady‘s-leap, the broken front of the Falcon's-neft, to the more diftant 
concave curvature of Lowdore, an extent of precipitous rock, with trees vegetating 
from the numerous fiffures, and the foam of a cataract precipitating amidft. 

The entrance into Borrowdale divides the fcene, and the northern fide alters into 
milder forms* a fait fpring, once the property of the monks of Furnefs, trickles along 
the Ihore ; hills (the refort of fhepherds) with downy fronts and lofty fummits fucceed, 
with woods eloathing their bafes, even to the water’s edge. 

Not far from hence the environs appear to the navigator of the lake to the greateft 
advantage, for on every fide mountains clofe the profpect, and form an amphitheatre 
alraoft matchlefs. 

Loch-Lomond in Scotland, and Lough-Lene in Ireland, are powerful rivals to the 
lake in queftion. Was a native of either of thofe kingdoms to demand my opinion of 
their refpe&ive beauties, I mult anfwer as the fubtle Melvil did the vain Elizabeth: 
« that llie was thefaireft perfon in England, and mine the faireft in Scotland.” 

The illes that decorate this water are few, but finely difpofed, and very diffiinft ; rife 
with gentle and regular curvatures above the furface, confift of verdant turf, or are 
planted with various trees. The principal is the Lord’s ifland, about five acres, where 
the Radcliffe family had fome time its refidence; and from this lake took the title of 
Derweiitwater, The laft ill-fated Earl loft his life and fortune by the rebellion of 1715; 
and his eftate, now amounting to twenty thoufand pounds per annum, (the mines in¬ 
cluded) is veiled in truftees for the fupport of Greenwich Hofpital. 

St. Herbert’s ifle was noted for the refidence of that faint, the bofom friend of St. 
Cuthbert, who wiflied, and obtained his wiffi of departing this life on the fame day, 
hour and minute, with that holy man. 

The water of Derweiitwater is fubjc£l to violent agitations, and often without any 
apparent caufe, as was the cafe this day; the weather was calm, yet the waves ran a 
a great height, and the boat was tolled violently with what is called a bottom-wind. 

This lake gave name to the ancient family de Derwent water before the time of Ed¬ 
ward I. By the marriage of Margaret- only daughter of Sir John de Derwentwater, 
in the reign of Henry VI., to Sir Nicholas Radcliffe, of Dilfton, in Northumberland, 
Sir Francis, one of his dcfcondants, was created by James II. Earl of Denfrentwater; 
a title extinft in 1715, by the unhappy end of his fon James. 

May 24. Went to Croffthwaite church ; obferved a monument of Sir John Radcliff 
and dame Alice his wife, with their effigies on fmall brafs plates: the infeription is in 

vol. HI. eg . . the 
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the flyle of the times: <fi Of your charity pray for the foule of Sir John RadclifF, 
Knight, and for the foule of dame Alice his wife, which Sir John died the 2d day of 
February, A- D. 1527,0a whofe foule the Lord-have mercy,” Here are alfo two 
recumbent alabafter figures of a man and a woman; he in a gown, with a purfe at his 
girdle. 

This is the church to Kefwick, and has five chapels belonging to it. The livings of 
this county have been of late years much improved by Queen Anne's bounty, and there 
are none of lefs value than thirty pounds a year. It is not very long fince the minifter’s 
ftipend was five pounds per annum, a goofe-grafs, or the right of commoning his goofe; 
a whittle-gait, or the valuable privilege of ufmg his knife for a week at a time at any 
table in the parifii 5 and laftly, a hardened fark, L e. a ihirt of coarfe linen. 

Saw at Dodtor Brownrigg’s, of Ormathwaite, whofe hofpkality 1 experienced for 
two days, great Variety of the ores of Borrowdale, fuch as lead, common and fibrous, 
black-jack, and black-lead or wad. The iaft is found in greater quantities and purity 
in thofe mountains than in other parts of the world* Is the property of a few gentle¬ 
men who, left the markets fhould be glutted, open the mine only once in feven yearn, 
then caufe it to be filled and othervvife fecured from the depredations of the neighbour¬ 
ing miners, who will run any rifk to procure fo valuable an article, for the belt fells 
from eight to twelve ftiillings a pound. The legiflature hath alfo guarded their pro¬ 
perty by making the robbery felony. 

It is of great ufe in making pencils, black lead Crucibles for fufing of metals, for 
carting of bombs and cannon-balls, cleaning arms, for glazing pf earthen-ware; and 
fame alfert that it may beuied medicinally to eafe the pains of gravel, (tone, ftranguary, 
and cholic ; it has been fuppofed, but without Foundation, to have been the mdanteria 
and pnigitis of Diofcorides : Dr. Merret calls it nigrtca fabriHs^ and the people of the 
country kiilow and wad, from the colouring quality ; killow, or callow, fignifying the 
dirt of coal, and wad feems derived from woad, a deep dying plant 

Till of late years, the fuperftition of the behtein was kept up in thefe parts, and in 
this rural facrifice it was cu(tornary for the performers to bring with them boughs of 
the mountain afli. 

May 25. Continue my journey j pafs along the vale of Kefwick, and keep above Baf- 
fenthwaite water, at a fmali cultivated diftance from it; this lake is a flue expanfe of 
four miles in length, bounded on one fide by high hills, wooded in many places to their 
bottoms j on the other fide by fields arid the fkirts of Skiddaw. 

Between the lakes of Derwentwatcr and Baflenthwaite is a road which leads through 
the valley of Newlands to Butter-mere and Crommach-water, two finall lakes of extra¬ 
ordinary and romantic wildnefs. The cataraft of Scale-force, near the laft, has great 
peculiarity. The report of my friend is fo warm in the praifes of the feenery of chefs 
Jakes, that I regret greatly the lofs of what 1 fhould have fo fully enjoyed. 

Marks of the plough appear on the tops of many of the hills. Tradition fays, that 
in the reign of King John the Pope curled all the lower grounds, and thus obliged the 
inhabitants to make the hills arable: but I rather believe that John himfelf drove them 
to this cruel neceflity ; for out of refentment to their declining to follow his ftandards 
to the borders of Scotland, he cut down their hedges, levelled the ditches, and gave alt 
the cultivated trails of the north to the beaiis of chace, on his return from his expe* 
ditiom 

* M. S. Utter of Bifaop MUholfon to Doctor Woodward, Aug. j, 1713* 
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From Mr. Spedyn’s, of Armethwaite, at the lower extremity of the lake, have a fine 
view of the whole. Near this place the Derwent quits the lake, palling under Ouze 
bridge, confiding of three arches. Salmons come up the river from the fea about Mi¬ 
chaelmas, and force their way through both lakes as far as Borrowdale. They had 
lately been on their return, but the water near the bridge proving too (hallow to permit 
them to proceed, they were taken by dozens, in very bad order, in the nets that were 
drawing for trout at the end of the lake. 

On a hill near this fpot is a circular Britifli entrenchment; and I was told of others 
of a fquare form, at a few miles diflance, at the foot of Caermote ; I fuppofe Roman. 

The country now begins to lower, ceafes to be mountainous, but fwells into exteafive 
rifmgs. Ride near the Derwent, and pafs through the hamlets of Ifel, Blincraik, and 
Redmain: in a few places wooded, but generally naked, badly cultivated, and inclofed 
with done walls. Reach Bridekirk, a village with a finall church, noted for an ancient 
font, found at Papcadle, with an Infcriprion explained by the learned prelate Nich.jlfon, 
in Camden’s Britannia, and engraven in the fecond volume of the works of the Society 
of Antiquaries. The height is two feet and an inch ; the form fquare; on each fide 
are different fculptures j on one a crofs, on another a two-headed monfter, with a triple 
flower falling from one common deni, hanging from its mouth: beneath is a perfon, 
St. John Baptift, performing the office of baptifm by the immerfion of a child, our Sa¬ 
viour: and above the child is a (now) imperfect dove; on a third fide is a fort of 
centaur, attacked by a bird and fome animal; and under them the angel driving our 
fird father out of Eden, while Eve clings clofe to the tree of life. 

And on the fourth fide two birds, with fome ornaments and figures beneath; and the 
inscription in Runic characters thus decyphered by the bifhop: “ Er Erkard han men 
egroften, and to dis men red wer Taner men brogten.” That is to fay, 

^Ilere Erkard was converted, and to this man’s example were the Danes brought. 

It is certain that the infeription was cut in memory of this remarkable event; but 
whether the font was made exprefsly on the occafion, or whether it was not of much 
more ancient date (as the antiquary fuppofes), and the infcriprion put on at the 
time of this converfion, appears to me at this period very uncertain. 

Pafs, not far from Bridekirk, through the village of Papcaflle, once a Roman llation, 
conjectured by Mr. Horlley to have been the derventione of the geographer Ravenna, 
where many monuments of antiquity have been found. In a field on the left, on de¬ 
fending into the village, are the remains of fome dykes. Reach 

Cockermouth, a large town with broad flreets, irregularly built, walhed by the Der¬ 
went on the weftern fide, and divided into two by the Cocker, and the parts eonnefted 
by a bridge of a fingle arch. The number of inhabitants are between three and four 
thoufand : the manufaftures arc lhalloons, worfted dockings, and hats; the laft ex¬ 
ported from Glafgow to the Weft Indies. It is a borough town, and the right of vot¬ 
ing is veiled by burgefs tenure in certain houfes : this is alfo the town where the county 
eleftions are made. 

Thecaftle is feated on an artificial mount, on a bank above the Derwent c is fquare, 
and is ftrengthened with feveral fquare towers : on each fide of the inner gate are two 
deep dungeons, capable of holding fifty perfons in either ; are vaulted at top, and have 
only a fmall opening in order to lower through it the unhappy prifoners into this dire 
.. prifon; and on the outilde of each is a narrow flit with a Hope from it; and down this 
were (hot the provifions allotted to the wretched inhabitants. In the feudal rimes death 
and captivity were almolt fynonymous ; but the fir ft was certainly preferable; which 
may be one caufe why the battles of ancient days were fo bloody. 


This 
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This cattle was founded by Waldof, firft Lord of Allerdale, and fon of Gofpatrick, 
Earl of Northumberland, cotemporary with William the Conqueror; Waldof refided 
firft at Papcaftle, which he afterwards deniolifhed, and with the materials built that of 
Cockermouth, where he and his pofterity long refided; but feveral arms over the gate¬ 
way, which Catnden fays are thofe of the Muttons, Humfranvitles, Lucies, and Percies, 
evince it to have been of later times in thofe families. It appears that it was firft 
granted by Edyr. II. to Athony de Lucie, fon of Thomas de Mutton, who had affumed 
that name by reafon that his mother was daughter and co-heirefs to Richard de Lucie j 
and afterwards, by marriages, this cattle and its honours defcended to the Humfran- 
villes, and finally to the Percies In 1648 it was garrifoned for the king ; and being 
befieged and taken by the rebels, was burnt, and never afterwards repaired. 

May 26. Purfue my journey for about four or five miles along a tolerably fertile 
country, and then arrive amidft the collieries: crofs fome barren heaths, with inclofed 
land on each fide, deftitute both of hedges and woods. Pafs through Dillinton, a long 
and dirty -town, and foon after, from a great height, at once come in fight of White¬ 
haven, and fee the whole at a fingle glance, feated in a hollow open to the fea on the 
north : it lies in the parifh of St. Bees. The vaft promontory called the Barugh, or 
St. Bees-head, noted for the great refort of birds f, appears four miles to the ibuth ; 
and in days of old, ftill more noted for its patronefs St. Bega, who tamed fierce bulls, 
and brought down deep fnows at midfummer. 

The town is in a manner a new creation, for the old editions of Camden make no 
mention of it; yet the name is in Saxton’s maps, its cliffs being known to feamen, and 
from their colour Camden derives the name. The rife of the place is owing to the 
collieries, improved and encouraged by the family of the Lowthers, to their great emo¬ 
lument. About a hundred years ago there w r as not one houfe here, except Sir John 
Lowther’s, and two others, and only three fmall veffels : and for the next forty years, 
the number of houfes increafed to about twenty. At this time the town may boaft of 
being one of the handfomeft in the north of England, built of flone, and the ftreets 
pointing ftraight into the harbour, with others croffing them at right angles. It is as 
populous as it is elegant, containing twelve thoufand inhabitants, and has a hundred and 
ninety great fiiips belonging to it, moftly employed in the coal trade. 

In 1566 there were only twelve fmall fiiips under eighty tons, and a hundred and 
ninety-eight mariners in the whole county j. 

The tobacco trade is much declined : formerly about twenty thoufand hogfheads 
were annually imported from Virginia ; now fcarce a fourth of that number, Glafgow 
having ftolen that branch; but to make amends, another is carried on to the Weft 
Indies, where hats, printed linens, hams, &c. are fent. The laft week was a melan¬ 
choly and pernicious exportation of a hundred and fifty natives of Great Britain, forced 
from their natal foil, the low lands of Scotland, by the rife of rents, to feek an afyluni 
on the other fide of the Atlantic. 

The improvements in the adjacent lands keep pace with thofe in the town: the 
Brainfty eftate forty years ago was fetfor as many pounds ; at prefent, by dint of good 
hufbandry, efpecially limkig, is increafed to five hundred and feventy-one. 

In the town are three churches or chapels: St. James’s is elegantly fitted up, and 
has a handfome gallery, which, with the roof, is fupported by moll beautiful ranges of 
pillars. Befides, is a prefbyterian meeting, one of feceders, of anabaptifts, and 
quakers. 

* Dngdale’s Baronage, I. $(>4, &c. -|- Burn’s Hill, Cumberland, II. 42. J: Burn. II. 43- 
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The workhoufe is thinly inhabited, for few of the poor chafe to enter : thofe whom 
neceffity compels are mod ufefuliy employed : with pleafure I obferved old age, idiocy, 
and even infants of three years of age, contributing to their own fupport, by the pulling 
of oakum. 

The harbour is artificial, but a fine and expenfive work, oh the fouth end, guarded 
by a long pier, where the {hips may lie in great fecurity* Another is placed farther 
out 3 to break the force of the fea ; and within thefe are two long ftraight tongues, or 
quays, where the vefiels are lodged ; dole to the ihore, on the fouth fide, is another, 
covered with what is called here a fleer, having in the lower part a range of finiths 
{hops, and above an extenfive floor, capable of containing fix thoufand waggon-loads 
of coal, of 420olb. each. But this is only ufed as a fort of magazine ; for above this 
are covered galleries with rail roads, terminating in large flues, or hurries, placed Hoping 
over the quay, and through theje the coal is difcharged out of the waggons into the 
holds of the fhips, rattling down with a noife like thunder. Commonly eight Ihips, 
from a hundred and twenty to a hundred tons each, have been loaden in one tide; and 
on extraordinary occafions twelve. Each load is put on board for ten {hillings ; and 
the waggons, after being emptied, are brought round into the road by a turn frame, 
and drawn back by a fmgle horfe. The greater part of the way from the pits, which 
lie about three or four miles diftant from the hurries, is down hill ; the waggon is 
{leered by one man, with a fort of rudder to direct it; fo that he can retard or accele¬ 
rate the motion by the preffure he gives by it on the wheel. 

Many other works are projected to fecure the port, particularly another pier on the 
north fide, which when complete will render this haven quite land-locked. It is to be 
obferved, that in coming in veffels fhould carry a full fail till they pafs the pier-head, 
other wife they will not be carried far enough in. The great eft part ol the coal is lent 
to Ireland, where about two hundred and eighty thoufand tons are annually exported. 

Spring-tides rife here twenty-four feet. Neap-tides thirteen. 

Vifit the collieries, entering at the foot of a hill, not dillant from toe town, attended 
by the agent; the entrance was a narrow pafllige, bricked and vaulted, {loping down 
with an eafy defeent. Reach the firlf beds of coal which had been worked about a 
century ago : the roofs are fmooth and fpacious, the pillars of fufficient ftrength to 
fupport the great fuperflructtire, being fifteen yards Iquare, or fixty in circumference; 
not above a third of the coal having been worked in this place ; fo that to me the very 
columns feemed left as refources for fuel in future times. The immenfe caverns that 
lay between the pillars exhibited a mod gloomy appearance. I could not help enquir¬ 
ing here after the imaginary inhabitant, the creation of the labourers* fancy. 

The fwart fairy of the mine, 

and was ferioufiy anfwered by a black fellow at my elbow, that he really had nevei met 
with any ; but that his grandfather had found the little implements and tools belonging, 
to this diminutive race of fubterraneous fpirits *. ^ 

The beds of coal are nine or ten feet thick, and dip to the weft one yard in eight. 
In various parts are great bars of ftone, which cut off the coal: if they bend one way, 
they influence the coal to rife above one*s head j if another, to fink beneath the feet-. 
Operations of nature pail my {kill to unfold. 

41 The Germans believed in two fpedes ; one fierce and malevolent, the other a gentle race* appearing 
life link old men, dreffed like the miners, and not much above two feet high : thefe wander about the 
drifts and chambers of the works, feem perpetually employed, yet do nothing ; fome feem to cut the ore, 
or fling what is cut into veffels, or turn the windlafs; but never do any haim to the miner*, except pro¬ 
voked ; as the fenhbLc Agricola, in this point credulous, relates in his book, De Animamibus Sub terra ne is. 

/ Reach 
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Reach a place where there is a very deep defcent: the colliers call this hardknot, 
from a mountain of that name ; and another wrynofe. At about eighty fathoms depth 
began to fee the workings of the rods of the fire-engine, and the prefent operations of 
the colliers, who work notv in fecurity, for the fire-damps, formerly fo dangerous, are 
aitnoft overcome; at prefent they are prevented by boarded partitions, placed a foot 
difiance from the fides, which caufes a free circulation of air throughout: but as ftill 
there are fome placejs not capahle of fuch cdnveniencies, the colliers, who dare not ven¬ 
ture with a candle in fpots where fire-damps are fuppoled to lurk, have invented a cu¬ 
rious machine to ferve the purpofe of lights ; it is wliat they call a fteel-mill, confifting 
of a fmall wheel and a handle; this they turn with vail rapidity againfl a flint, and the 
great quantity of fparks emitted not only ferves for a candle, but has been found of fuch 
a nature as not to fet fire to the horrid vapour. 

Formerly the damp or fiery vapour was conveyed through pipes to the open air, and 
formed a terrible illumination during night, like the eruptions of a volcano; and by its 
heat water could be boiled: the men w ho worked in it inhaled inflammable air, and if 
they breathed againfl a candle, puffed out a fiery flream; fo that I make no doubt, was 
the experiment made, the fame phenomenon would appear as John Grub* attributed 
to my illuflrious countryman Pendragon, chief of Britons. 

Reached the extremity of this black journey to a place near two miles from the en¬ 
trance, beneath the fea, where probably fhips were then failing over us. Returned up 
the laborious afeent, and was happy once more to emerge into day-light. 

The property of thefe works, as well as the whole town, is in Sir James Lowther, who 
draws from them and the rents of the buildings fixteen thotifand pounds a year; whereas 
his grandfather only made fifteen hundred. The prefent baronet has inftituted here a 
charity of the moft beautiful nature, ufeful, humane, and unoftentatious. He always 
keeps filled a great granary of oats, which he buys from all parts, but never difpofes of 
while the markets are low ; but the moment they rife above five (hillings the Cumber¬ 
land bufhel, or three Winchefler meafures, he inftantly opens his ftores to the poor col¬ 
liers and artificers, and fells it to them at five fliillings, notwithflanding it might havecoff 
him feven ; thus happily difappointing the rapacity of the vufturine monopolizer. 

Leave Whitehaven, and return about two miles on the fame road I came. See under 
the cliffs a neat little village called Parton, and a pier, intended for the (hipping of coal; 
a new creation by Sir James Lowther. 

Leave Morefby on the left; a place near the fhore, mentioned by Camden as of great 
antiquity, a fort of the Romans, and where feveral infcriptkms have been found; he 
alfo fpeaks of certain caverns, called Pitts holes, but the latenefs of the evening pre¬ 
vented me from defeending to vifit them. Ride through the village of Herrington, 
pal's over a very naked barren country, and have from fome parts of this evening’s 
journey a full view of the ifle of Man, appearing high and mountainous. Reach 

Workington, the place where the imprudent Mary Stuart landed, after her flight 
from Dundrannan, in Galloway, creduloufly fruiting to the protettion of the infidious 
Elizabeth. The town extends from the caftle to the fea: it con fills of two chillers, 
one the more ancient near the caltle, the other nearer the church and pier ; and both 
contain about four or five thoufand inhabitants; they fubfill by the coal trade, which is 
here confiderable. The Derwent walhes the fkirts of the town, and difeharges itfelf 
into the fea about a mile well: on each bank near the mouth are piers where the Ihips 
lie, and the coals are conveyed into them from frames occafionally dropping into 


* Dr. Percy’s Ancient Songs, nd cd- iii. 313. 
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them from the rail roads. Ninety-feven veffels of different burdens, fome even of two 
hundred and fifty tons, belong to this port. 

The caflle flood on the feat of the late Mr. Curwen, whole property, together with 
the houfe, paffed a few years ago to Mr. Chriflian by marriage with the daughter of the 
late owner. The C id wens took their name from a great Jbrdfhip they poffeffed in Gal¬ 
loway about the year 1152, foon after which they fettled at Workington, and the name 
became corrupted into Curwen. 

Obferve to the fouth, on an eminence near the fea, a fmall tower, called Holme 
chapel, faid to have been built as a watch tower to mark the motions of the Scots in 
their naval inroads. 

Near the town is an iron furnace and foundery; the ore is brought from Fnrnefs, 
and the iron Hone dug near Harrington, A fine water-wheel and its rods, extending 
near a mile, are very well worth vifiting. 

May 27. Keep along the fea-fhore to Mary Port, another new creation, the property of 
Humphry Senhoufe, Kfq., and fo named by him in honour of his lady: thefecond houfe 
was built only in 1750. Now there are above a hundred, peopled by about thirteen 
hundred fouls, all colle&ed together by the opening of a coal trade on this eftate. For 
the conveniency of fhipping (there being above feventy of different fizes, from thirty to 
three hundred tons burden, belonging to the harbour) are wooden piers, with quays, on 
the river Fdlen, where fhips lie and receive their lading. Befide the coal trade is fome 
fkinning bufinefs, and a rope-yard. 

At the fouth end of the town is an eminence called the Mote-hill, and on it a great 
artificial mount, whofe bafe is a hundred and fixty yards round, protected by a deep 
ditch almoft furrounding it, ceafing only where the fleepnefs of the hill rendered fuch a 
defence unneceflary : this mount is a little hollowed on the top, has been probed in 
different places to the depth of four or five feet, but was difeovered to con {ill of no 
other materials than the common foil which had been flung out of the fofs. 

On a hill at the north end of the town are the remains of a large Roman flaiion, 
fquare, furrounded with double ditches, and furnifhed with four entrances, command¬ 
ing a view to Scotland, and round the neighbouring country. Antiquaries differ about 
the ancient name; one ftyles it oknacum , another virofidum,, and Camden vo’antium , 
from the wifh inferibed on a beautiful altar found here, volantii vivas *. it had been a 
confidcrable place, and had its military roads leading from it to Morefby, to old Car- 
lifle, and towards Amblefide j and has. been a perfect magazine of Roman antiquities. 

Not far from this ftation is a tumulus, Angular in its competition ; it is of a rounded 
form, and was found, on the feflion made of it by the late Mr. Senhoufe, to confifl of, 
firli the fod or common turf, then a regular layer of crumbly earth, which at the begin¬ 
ning was thin, increafing in thicknefs as it reached the top. This was at firil brittle, 
but foon after being expofed to the air acquired a great har duels, and a ferruginous 
look. Beneath this was a bed of flrong blue clay, mixed with fern roots, placed 
on two or three layers of turf, with their graffy fides together ; and under thefe, as the 
prefent Mr. Senhoufe informed me, were found the bones of a heifer and of a colt, with 
fotne wood afhes near them. 

Took the liberty of walking to Nether hall, formerly Alneburgh-hall, where T foon 
difeovered Mr. Senhoufe to be poffeffed of the politenefs hereditary f in his family to¬ 
wards travellers of curiofity. He pointed out to me the feveral antiquities that had 

* Vide Camden ion. Ho ft Icy, P 281. tab. No- Ixvm. Cumberland. 

+ VideCamden, p. and Gordon's Itin, boreal kg, 
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been long preferved in his houfe and gardens, engraved by Camden, Mr. Korfely, and 
Mr. Gordon; and permitted one of my fervants to make drawings of others that had 
been difeovered fince. 

Among the latter is the altar found in the rubbifh of a quarry, which feemed to have 
been worked by the Romans in a very exteniive manner : it has no infeription, and 
appears to have been left unfinilhed ; perhaps the workmen were prevented from exe¬ 
cuting the whole by the upper part of the hill Dipping down over the lower ; a circum- 
ftance that ftill frequently happens in quarries worked beneath the cliffs. On one fide 
of the altar is a broad dagger, on another a patera. 

A fragment of ftone, with a boar rudely carved, and the letters o r d. 

A large wooden pin, with a curious polygonal head. One fimilar to this, but made 
of brafs, was difeovered, with other trinkets, in a tomb near Choifi in France. Count 
Caylus calls it a mace, and thinks by the little ax that accompanied it, that the perfon 
interred was a child defigned for the military life, and that thefe were fymbolical proofs *. 

The fpoutofabrazen veflel. Mr. Senhoufe alio favoured me with the light of fome 
thin gold plate, found in the fanie place; and fheu ed me, near his houfe, in Hall-clofe, 
an intrenchment of a rectangular form, forty-five yards by thirty-five: probably the 
defence of fome ancient man (ion, fo neceffary in this border county. 

It gave me great pleafure to review the fculptures engraven in Mr. Horfeley’s anti¬ 
quities, and preferved in the walls of this place. The following were fixed in the walls 
of the houfe, by the anceflor of Mr. Senhoufe, coeval with Camden. On No. 65, an 
altar, appears Hercules with his club, and in one hand the Hefperian apples that he had 
conveyed 

ab Infomm male cuftodita dracoas* 

What is Angular, is an upright conic bonnet on his head, of the fame kind with that in 
which the goddefs, on whom he bellowed the fruit* is drefled f. On another fide of 
the altar is a man armed with a helmet and cloathed with a fagim clmtfum , or clofed frock* 
reaching only to his knees. In one hand is a thick pole \ the other refting on a wheel* 
probably denoting his having fueceededin opening fome great road. 

In No. 70* are feen the two victories fijpporting a triumphal crown, the viftorm 
auguftu 

The local goddefs Setlocenia, with long flowing hair, with a veflel in her hand, fills 
the front of one ftone ; and an altar inferibed to her is lodged in one of the garden 
walls. 

No. 74 is, near the goddefs, a moft rude figure of a cavalier on his fteed. 

In the fame wall with her altar is No. 64, a monumental mutilated infeription, fup- 
pofed in honour of Antoninus Pius. 

No. 71, the next monument, notes the premature death of Julia Mamertina, at the 
age of twenty years and three months. A rude head expreffes the lady, and a fetting 
fun the funereal fubje£t, 

A female expreffing modefty with one hand ; the other lifted to her head, ftands 
beneath an arch, as if about to bathe, and is marked in Horfely, No. 73. 

In a garden houfe is No. 6a, an altar to Jupiter, by the firft cohort of the Spanifh, 
whofe tribune was Marcus Menius Agrippa. 

Another, No. 66, to Mars Militaris, devoted by the firft cohort of thcBelgic Gauls, 
commanded by Julius Tutor. 


# Rccueil tTArtUq. L 19;. 
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And a third. No. 67, to Jupiter, by Cuius Caballus Prifcus, a tribune; but no men¬ 
tion is made of the cohort. > _ 

Since I vifued this place, Mr. Senhoufe has favoured me with an account of other dtf- 
coveries, made by the removal of the earth, that covered the reliques of this ftation t 
the ft reels and foot-ways have heen traced paved with ftones from the fliore, or free 
ft one from the quarries: the laft much worn by ufe. Many foundations of houfes ; the 
cement Hill very ftrong; and the plaifter on fome remains of walls appears to have been 
painted with what is now pink colour; feveral vaults have been diicovered, one with 
free-ftone fteps much ufed : fire hearths open before, enclofed with a circular wall be¬ 
hind : from the remains of the fuel it is evident, that the Romans have ufed both wood 
and pit coal. Bones, and teeth of various animals; and pieces of horns of flags, many 
of the latter fawed, have been found here : afro (hells of oyfters, mufcles, whilks and 
fnails. Broken earthen-ware and the handle of a iarge veffel, marked AEL. Frag¬ 
ments of glafs veffels and mirrors; and two pieces of a painted glafs cup, which evinces 
the antiquity of that art. 

An entire altar found in the fame fearch, is to be added to the preceding: three of 
the (ides are plain: the fourth has a hatchet exactly refembling thole now in ufe, and a 
broad knife, or rather clever, with which the victims were cut up. 

but the molt curious difcovery is a (tone three feet high, the top formed like a pedi¬ 
ment, with a neat fcollop (h;ll cut in the middle. Prom each fide the pediment i d s a 
llrail corded moulding, and between thofe juit beneath the fcollop, is a mutilated figure, 
the head being deftroyed: but from the body which iscloathed with tfaeSagum, and 
the bucket which it holds in one hand by the handle *, it appears to have been a Gaul, 
the only fculpture of the kind loumi in our ifiand. 

Continue ray ride along the coaft, enjoying a mo ft beautiful profpeft of the Solway 
Firth, the Ituna ssftuarium of Ptolemy, bounded by the mountains of Galloway, from 
the hill of Crefel, near Dumfries, to the great and little Rofs, not remote from Kirkcud- 

b> Keep on the (hare as far as the village of Allanby : then turn to the north-eaft, ride 
over a low barren wood left trait, and difmal moors, feeing on the ieh Crefel in Scot¬ 
land, and on the right Skid Jaw, both quite clear ; the laft flow appears ot mi infulting 
height over its neighbours. Had the weather been mifty it would have had its cap; and 
probably Crefel, according to the old proverb, would have lympatbized: 

If ever Skidd^w wears a cap, 

Crefel wots ull well of that* 

Dine atWigton, a fmsll town, with fome manufactures of coarfe checks. Doftor 
Burn favs that the church has never been rebuilt fince the days of its founder Odard de 
Logis cotemporary with Henry I About a mile or two to the right is old Carlifte, 
fuppofed by Mr. Horfely to have been the Olrtiacum of he Notitia. 

From Wipton the country continues very flat and barren, to a final 1 didance of Car- 
lifle Near that city a better cultivation takes place, and the fields often appear covered 
with linen manufactures: crois the river Cauda, that runs through the fuburbs, and 

enter the city at.the lrifli gate, . . . 

Carliile is moil pleafantly fituated ; like Chefter is furrounded with walls, but in very- 
bad repair, and kept verv dirty. The'caille is ancient, but makes a good appearance 
at a'diftaoce; the view from it confifts of an extenfive trad of rich meadows ot ih: 
river Eden, here forming two branches and infulating the ground; over one is a bridge 

• Montfaocon.Suppl. tll.p. 38. lab. xt. 
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of four; over the other one of nine arches. There is befides a pvofpeft of a rich 
country; and a diftant view of Cold-fells* Crofs-fells, Skidd aw, and other moun¬ 
tains. 

The caftle was founded by William Rufus, who reftored the city, after it had Iain 
two hundred years in ruins by the Danes. Richard III* made fome additions to it: and 
Henry VHL built the citadel, an oblong with three round baftions feated on the weft fide 
of the town: in the inner gate of the caftle is Hill remaining the old Portcullis ; and here 
are fhewn the apartments of Mary Queen of Scots, where (lie was lodged for fome time 
after her landing at Workington ; and after being fora little (pace entertained with Bat¬ 
tering refpeft, found herfelf prilbnerfo her jealous rival. 

Carlifte has two other gates befides the Irifh, viz. the Engtifh and the Scotch. The 
principal ftreet is very fpacious ; in it is a guard-houfe, buik by Cromwell, commanding 
three other ftreets that open into this. 

The cathedra!, begun by Walter, deputy under William Rufus, is very incomplete, 
Cromwell having pulled down part in 1649 to build barracks : there remains fome por. 
tion that was built in the Saxon mode, with round arches, and va(t mafiy round pillars* 
whofe fhafts are only fourteen feet two inches high, and circumference full leventeen 
and a half: the reft is more modern, laid to have been built by Edward HI. who had 
ail apartment to lodge in, in his frequent expeditions into Scotland. The arches in this 
latter building are fharp pointed, the pillars round and cluttered, and the infide of the 
arches prettily ornamented* Above are two galleries, but with windows only in the 
upper ; that in the eaft end has a magnificent fimplicity, and the painted glafs an un¬ 
common neatnefs, notwithftanding there is not a fingle figure in it* 

The choir was not founded till about the year 13^4; the tabernacle work in it is ex¬ 
tremely pretty; but on the allies on each fide are fome ftrange legendary paintings of 
the hiftory of St* Cuthbert and St* Auguftine: one reprefents the faint vifited by an un- 
■ clean fpirit, who tempts him in a molt indecent manner, as thefe lines import; 

The fpyht of Formeation to him doth aper $ 

And thus he chafourth hys body with thovne and v/ithbryer. 

At the weft end of the church is a large plain altar tomb called the Blue-ftont? : on 
■this the tenants of the dean and chapter by certain tenures were obliged to pay their 
rents. 

There had been only one religious houfe in this city; a priory of black canons found¬ 
ed by Henry 1 ., replaced on the fupprefiion, by a dean and four canons fecular; but 
what the tyrant Henry VIII. had fpared, fuch as the cloiflers and other reliques of the 
priory, fell in after-times viftims to fanatic fury ; no remains are to be feen at prefent, 
except the gateway, and a hancjlome building called the Fratry, or the lodging-room of 
the lay-brothers, or novices. 

Before this pious foundation, St. Cuthbert in 63 6 fixed here a convent of monks, and 
a nunnery, overthrown in the general defolation of the place by the Danes. 

Bur to trace the antiquity of this city with hilloric regularity, the reader fliouhl learn, 
that after laying afide all fabulous accounts, the Rritains call it Caer-LuaJid, that it was 
named by Antonine, or the author of his itinerary, Lugovallium, or the city of Lual on 
the vallum or wall. 

That it was probably a place of note in the feventh century, for Egfrid prefented it to 
St. Cuthbert with fifteen miles of territory around ; that the Danes entirely deftroyed 
it in the ninth century, and that it rema ned in ruins for two hundred years. William 
Rufus, in 1092, in a progrefs he made into thefe parts, was ftruck with the fit nation, 

founded 
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founded thecaftle, rebuilt the town and fortified it as a bulwark againftthe Scots: lie 
planted there a Urge colony from the fouth, who are faid to be the firfjt who introduced 
tillage in that part of the north. 

Henry I., in 1122, gave a (am of money to the city, and ordered fome additional for¬ 
tifications, Stephen yielded it to David, King of Scotland. After the recovery into 
the hands of the Englifl], it underwent a cruel fiege by William the Lion in 1173; and 
was again befieged by Robert Bruce, in 1313; and in the reign of Richard II. wasal- 
moft entirely deftroyed by fire. The greater events from that period are unknown to 
me, till itsreddttion to the rebels in 17^15, on November 16th, when its weaknefs made 
it untenable, even had it not been feized with the epidemic panic of the times. It was 
retak -n by the Duke of Cumberland, on the 30th December following, and the ftnall 
fell-devoted garnfon made prifoners on terms that preferred them (without the lhadow 
of impeachment of his Highnefe’s word) for future juft ice. 

The town at prefent confifts of two pariflies, St. Cuthbelt’s and the cathedr?], and 
contains about four thoufand inhabitants; is handlornely built, and kept very neat. 
Here is a conliderable mannfadlure of printed linens and coarfe checks, which bring iri 
near 3000I, per annum in duties to the crown. It is noted for a great manufacture of 
■whips, which em ploys numbers of children; here are alfo made molt excellent filh hooks; 
but I was told that the mounting them with flies is an art the inhabitants of Langholm 
are celebrated for. 

May .8. Saw, at Mr. Bernard Burton’s, a pleafing fight of twelve little induflrious 
girls fpinning at once on a horizontal wheel, which lets twelve bobbins in motion ; yet 
lo contrived that fhould any accide t happen to one, the motion of that might be flopped 
without any impediment to the others. 

At Mr. Cull's 1 was favoured with the fight of a fine bead of father Huddlefton, in 
black, with a large band aad long grey hair, with an uplifted crucifix in his hand, pro¬ 
bably taken in the attitude in which he lulled the loul of the departing profligate 
Charles II.- 

In this city I had the pleafure of being introduced to that worthy veteran Captain 
Ciipiii. I received from him numbers of fine drawings of views, and antiquities rela¬ 
tive to this county. Some have been engraven to ilJuftrate this work; others I preferve 
in memory of the good and ingenious donor. 

Crols the little river Petrel, the third that bounds the city, and at about three miles 
eafl, fee Warwick, or Wai thwick church, remarkable for its tribune or rounded eaft end, 
with thirteen narrow niches, ten feet eight high, and feventeeit inches broad, reaching 
almoft to the ground, and the top of each arched ; in two or three is a ftnall window. 
The whole church is built with good cut-llone; the length is feventy feet, but it once 
extended above one and twenty feet farther well; there being fiill at that end a good 
rounded arch, now filled up. 

This church is of great antiquity, bur the date of the foundation unknown, ft was 
granted in the time of'William the Conqueror* to the abbey of St. Mary’s York, and 
then mentioned as a chapel. 

Beneath it is a handiome bridge of three arches over the Eden, a beautiful river. 
Ride for two miles over a rich ami well cultivated trad', to Corbie cattle, now a modern 
houle, feated on an eminence above the river, which runs through a deep and finely 
wooded glen ; that part next the houle judickmfly planned and laid out in walks: in 
one of them is the votive altar engraven in Mr. Gordon’s Itinerary, mb. 43, with tolerable 
exactnefs, except on the top, for the hullow is triangular, not round, 

* Dugdak’s Mona It, I, j. 7, 
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The fight from this walk of the celebrated cells, and the arch of the ancient priory, 
were fo tempting that I could not refill eroding the river to pay a vifit to thofe curious 
remains. The laft is the gateway of the religious houfesof Wetheel, with its fine ellip¬ 
tic arch : the houfe was once a cell to the abbey of St. Mary in York, given by Ranulph 
de Mefchines, Earl of Carlifle, and maintained a prior and eight monks *. 

A little farther in the midft of a vaft precipice, environed with woods, are cut, with 
much labour, fome deep cells in the live rock: the front and entrance (the laft is on one 
fide) are made of fine cut-flone; in the front are three windows, and a fire-place: the 
cells are three in number, divided by partitions of the native rock, four feet three inches 
thick: each is twelve feet eight inches deep, and about nine feet fix wide in the lower 
part, where they are more extenfive than in their beginning: before them, from the door 
to the end, is a lbrt of gallery twenty-three feet and a halt long, bounded by the front, 
which hangs at an awful height above the Eden. There are marks of bolts, bars and 
other fecuriries in the windows and door; and veftiges, which /hew tli2t there had been 
doors to the cells. 

Thefe are called Conflantine’s cells, but more commonly the fafeguard, being fuppofed 
to have been the retreat of the monks of"the neighbouring priory, during the inroads of 
theScots; no one who fees them will doubt their fecurity, being approachable only by 
a moft horrible path, amidlt woods that grow rather out of precipices than flopes,” im¬ 
pending over the far fubjacent river; and to encreafe the difficulty, the door is placed 
at no fmall height from this only accefs, fo that probably the monks afeended by a lad¬ 
der, which they might draw up to lecure their retreat. 

I learched without fuccefs for the infeription on the fame rock, a little higher up the 
river. The words, as preferred in the Arcbaelogia f, are 

Maximus fcripfit 
Le xx w contl. eafufms. 

The firft line is laid to be a yard diflant from the other, and near, is a coarfe figure 
of a deer. The meaning is too dark to be explained. 

Return to Corbie; and find in the houfe an excellent picture of a mufician playing 
on a bafe-viol; the work of a Spanifh matter, part of the plunder of Vigo. A lar^e 
piece of the Emperor Charles V. and his Emprefs ; he fitting with a /fern look, as'lf 
reproving her, and alluding to a cafket on a table before them. She /lands, ami has in 
lier countenance a mixture of obflmacy and fear. 

Oil the flail-cafe is a full length of Lord William Howard, third fon of the Duke of 
Norfolk, known in thefe parts by the name of bald Willy. He lived in the time of Queen 
Elizabeth, and was the terror of the Mofs troopers, ruling-with a rod of iron, but by his 
necellary ieverity civilized the country. 

1 .:tv> are no traces of the old cattle. The manor belonging to it was granted l-y 
H nry II. to Hubert de Vallibus, who configned this and Warwick to Odard, whoVave 
Corbie to his eldeft fon, Ofbert and Warwick to his younger fon, Willi urn. By the 
death of Ofbert, William became pufleffed of both. His eldeft fon, John, fixed himfelf 
at Warwick, and took the name of the place, which continued in the family till its ex- 
tinaion, in the male line, in 1772, In the 3 itt ol Edward I it was held by Thomas de 
R chemouin : from him, came to Sir Andrew de llarcla, the unfortunate Earl of Car- 
Jifle, executed in the time of Edward II. and on his attainder, to Sir Richard de Salkeld - 
from his heirs to Lord William Howard then of Naworth, who fettled it upon his fccond 
fon, in whofe line it ftill continues. 


# Dugdale’s Monaft, I. 
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Returned toCarllfie, and continue there till the 30th of May* Crofs the Eden, that 
Bows about ten miles below into the Solway Firth, Pafs over near the village of Stan- 
wick a mile from Darliile. The life of the Pi£ls, or more properly Adrian’s or Seve- 
rus’s wall, begun by the firfl Emperor, and completed by the laft, who may with more 
jultice be faid tp have buife a wall of (tone, near the place, where Adrian had made his 
of turf. For that reafon theBritains ftyled it Gaulfever, Gal-fwer, and Mur-fver. But 
at prefent not a trace is to be difeovered in tbefe parts, except a few foundations, now 
covered with earth, to be feen in a field called Wall-know. From thence it palTes be¬ 
hind Stanwick to HifTopliolm bank, an eminence above the river; on which are veftiges 
of fome dikes describing a fmall fquare, the file of a fort to defend the pals ; for the 
wall reached to the edge of the water, was continued to the oppofite fide, over Soceres 
meadow, and extended tenor twelve miles farther, till it terminated at Bowlnefs, on the 
Solway Finh. Adrianas wall, or rather rampart, was made on the north fide of the 
wall, and is vifible in feme places, but ceafes at or near Burgh, the Axelodunum of the 
Notitia. Probably this was a ftati on for cavalry, for near Hilfop bank is a It upend ous 
number of horfes* bones, expofcd by the falling of the cliff. 

Crofs the Leveo, and ride through the village of Arthuret: in the church yard is a 
rude crofs, with a pierced capital, forming the exa£t figure of the crofs of the knights of 
Malta, and it is probable, it was erected by one of that order. In the fame ground was 
interred the remains of poor Archy Armftrong, jefter or fool to Charles I. and by acci¬ 
dent, fuitable to his profeffion, the day of bis funeral was the firfl of April* Archy had 
long (hot his bolt with great applaufe, till it fell unfortunately upon the prelate Laud 
who. with a pride and weaknefs beneath his rank and character, procured an order of 
council, the king prefen t, for degrading the fool, by pulling his ittody coat over 
his head, for discharging him of the King’s fcrvice, and banifhing him the court.— 
Near the village are feme high and irregular fandy eminences ; probably natural, not- 
withllanding a contrary opinion has been held, becaufe fame coins and an urn have been 
found in them. / 

Reach Netherby, the feat of the Rev, Mr. Graham, placed on a riflng ground, walked 
by the Eik, and commanding an extenfive view ; more pleafing to Mr. Graham, as he 
fees from it a creation of his own; lands that eighteen years ago were in a flate of na¬ 
ture; the people idle and bad, (till retaining a Snack of the feudal manners: fcarce a 
hedge to be feen : and a total ignorance prevailed of even coal and lime. His improv¬ 
ing fpirit loon wrought a great change in thefe parts: his example iriftiUed into the in¬ 
habitants an inclination to induftry : and they foon found a difference between ilorh and 
its concomitants, dirt and beggary, and a plenty that a right application of the arts of huf- 
bandry brought among them. They lay in the midft of a rich Country, yet ftarved in 
It; but in a fmall time they found, that tnfiead of a produce that hardly fupported them- 
felves, they could raile even fuppHes for their neighbours: that much of their land was 
fo ktndly as to bear corn for many years fucceffively without the help of manure, and for 
the more ungrateful foils, that there were lime-ftones to be had, and coal to burn them,. 
T Ibe wild trail foon appeared in form of verdant meadows or fruitful corn-fields : Irani 
the firfl, they were foon able to fend to diflant places cattle and butter: and their dairies 
enabled them to fupport a numerous herd of hogs, and carry on a confiderable traffick in 
bacon : iheir arable lands, a commerce as far as Lnncafhire in corn. 

A trail diftinguifhed for its fertility amt beauty, ran in form of a valley for feme fpace 
In view of Netherby ; it has been finely reclaimed from its original ft ate, prettily divided * 

* When the news arrived at court of die turn lifts fit Scotland, occaC^fred by the attempt to introduce die 
liturgy (a project of Laud , Archy unluckily met with die Archbifti u», and had the prtrfumpuun la a£k 
His brace. Who is fool now f 
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well planted with hedges, anti well peopled : the ground originally not worth fix-pence 
an acre, was improved-to the value of thirty findings : a tract completely improved in all 
refpedls, except in houfes, the ancient clay.dabbed habitations hill exiitijig. I faw it in 
that fituarion in the year 1769: at this time a melancholy extent of black turbery, the 
eruption of the Solway mois, having in a few days covered grafs and corn, levelled the 
boundaries of ahnoll every farm, deftroyed moil of the houfes, and driven the poor inha* 
bitants to the utmoft diltrefs, till they found (which was not long) from their landlord 
every relief that a humane mindcoulu fugged. Happily his fortune favoured his incli¬ 
nation to do good: for the inltant lofs of four hundred pounds a year could prove no 
check to his benevolence. 

On viiiting the place from whence this di falter had flowed, it was apparently a natural 
phenomenon, without any thing wonderful or unprecedented. Pe'ling mofs, near Gar- 
ilang, had made the fame fort of eruption in the prefent century 5 and Chatmofs, be¬ 
tween Manchefter and Warrington, in the time of Henry VI 1 . as Leland exprefies it, 
“ brail up within a mile of Morley-haul, and deftroied much grounde with mode there¬ 
about, and deftroied much frefch water fifhche thereabout, firft corrupting with /linking 
water Glafebrooke, and fo Glafebrooke carried {linking water and mofle into Merfey 
water, and Merfey corruptid carried the roulling mofi’e, part to the /hores of Wales, part 
to the ifle of Man. and fum into Ireland ; and in the very top of Chately more, where 
the mofle was hyeft and brake, is now a fair plaine valley as was in tyrnes pafte, and a 
rylle runnirh hit, and peaces of frnall trees be found in the bottom.” 

Solway Mofs confifts of fixteen hundred acres; lies fome height above the cultivated 
tradt, and feems to have been nothing but a collection of thin peaty mud : the furface 
itfelf was. always fo near the Hate of a quagmire, that in mod places it was unfafe for any 
thing heavier than a Iportfman to venture on, even in the dried fiimmer 

The fhell or cruft that kept this liquid within bounds, near*, ft to the valley, was at firft 
of fuflkient ftrength to contain it: but by the imprudence of the peat-diggers, who were 
continually working on that fide, at length became fo weakened, as not longer to be 
able to refill the weight prefling on it: to this may be added, the fluidity of the mofs 
was greatly increafed by three days rain of unufuai violence, w hich preceded the erup¬ 
tion ; and extended itfelf in a line as far as New ca file : took in parr of Durham, and 
a frnall portion of York/hire, running in a parallel line of about equal breadth ; both 
fides of which running north and fouth, experienced an uncommom drought. It is 
fingular that the fall of Newealth bridge and this accident happened within a night of 
each other. 

Late in the night of the 17th of November of the laft year, a fanner, who lived 
neareft the mofs, w as alarmed with an unufuai noife. The cruft had at once given way, 
and the blaek deluge was rolling toivards his houfe, when he was gone out with a lan¬ 
tern to fee the caufe ot his fright: he faw the ftream approach him; and firft thought 
that ir was his dunghill, that by fome fupernatura) caufe, had been let in motion j but 
foon difeevering the danger, he gave notice to bis neighbours with all expedition : but 
others received no oth-r advice but what this Stygian tide gave them: fome by its 
node, many by its entrance into their houfes, and 1 have been affured that feme 
were furprized with it even in their beds: thefe part a horrible night, remaining totally 
ignorant of their fate, and the caufe of their calamity, till the morning, when their 
neighbours, with difficulty, got them out through the roof. About three hundred 
acres ol tnols were thus Oifcharged, and above four hundred of land covered : the 
houfes either overthrown or filled to their roofs ; and the hedges overwhelmed; but 
providentially not a human life loft : feveral cattle were fufl'oeatedj and thole which 

were 
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were houfed had a very {mail chance of efcaping. The cafe of a cow is fo lingular as to 
deferve mention. She was the only one out of eight, in the fame cow-houfe, that was 
faved, after having (food fixty hours up to the neck in mud and water : when fhe was 
relieved, flie did not refufe to ear, but would not tafte water: nor could even look with¬ 
out {hewing manifeft figns of horror. 

The eruption burft from the place of its difcharge, like a cataraG of thick ink ; and 
continued in a ft ream of the fame appearance, intermixed with great fragments of peat, 
with their heathy furface ; then flowed like a tide charged with pieces of wreck, filling 
the whole valley, running up every little opening, and on its retreat, leaving upon the 
fhore tremendous heaps of turf, memorials of the height this dark torrent arrived at.— 
The farther it flowed, the more room it had to expand, leffenmg in depth, till it mixed its 
ftream with that of the Eik. 

The furface of the niofs received a confiderable change : what was before a plain, now 
funk in the form of a vaft bafon, and thelofs of the contents fo lowered the furface as to 
give to Netherby a new view of land and trees unfeen before. 

Near this niofs was the Ihameful redditibn in 1542, of the Scotch army, under the 
command of Oliver Sinclair, minion of James V. (to Sir Thomas Wharton, warden of 
the marches.) The nobility, defperate with rage and pride, when they heard that fa¬ 
vourite proclaimed general, preferred an immediate furrender to a handful of enemies, 
rather than fight for a King who treated them with fuch contempt. The Englifh com¬ 
mander obtained a bloodlefs victory : the whole Scotch army was taken, or difperfed, 
and a few fugitives periflied in this very mofs: as a confirmation it is faid, that a few years 
ago fome peat-diggers dilcovered in it the Ikeletons of a trooper and his horfe in com¬ 
plete armour. 

In my return vifit the ancient border-houfe at Kirk-andrews, oppofite to Netherby: 
it confifts only of a fquare tower, with a ground floor, and two apartments above, one 
over the other : in the firft floor it was ufual to keep cattle ; in the two laft was lodged 
the family. In thofe very unhappy times, every one was obliged to keep guard againft 
perhaps his neighbour \ and fometimes to fliut themfelves up tor days together, without 
any opportunity of lading the frefli air, but from the battlemented top of their cafteler. 
Their windows were very finall; their door of iron. If the robbers attempted to break 
it open, they were annoyed from above by the flinging of great flones, or by deluges of 
fcalding water *. 

As late as the reign of James I. watches were kept along the whole border, and at 
every ford by day and by night: fetters, watchers, fearchers of the watchers, and over- 
feers of the watchers were appointed. Befides thefe cautions, the inhabitants of the 
marches were obliged to keep fuch a number of flough dogs, or what we call blood¬ 
hounds : for example, “ in thefe parts, bevond the Efk, by the inhabitants there were 
to be kept above the foot of Sark, 1 dog. Item, by the inhabitants of the infyde of Efk, 
to Richmond Ouch, to be kept at the Moot, 1 dog. Item, by the inhabitants of the pa- 
rifli of Arthuret, above Richmond Clugh, to be kept at the Barley head, 1 dog j and 
fo on throughout the border.” The chief officers, bailiffs, and conftables throughout the 
diftrict being direGed to ^e that the inhabitants kept their quota of dogs, and paid their 
contributions for their maintenance. Perfons who were aggrieved, or had loft any thing. 
Were allowed to purine the hot trode with hound and horn, with hue and cry, and aft 
other accuftomed manners of hot purluk f. 

* Life of Lord Keeper Guildford 5 p, 138- 

+ Nidiolfbn’fl border laws, p* 127. In the Appendix is to be feen an order for the fecurity of the 
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The neceffity of all this was very ftrong ; for before the acceflion of lames I, to thefe 
kingdoms, the borders of both were in perpetual feuds; after that happy event, thofe 
that lived by hoftile excurfions, took to pillaging their neighbours* and about that pe* 
riod got the name of mofs-troopers, from their living in themoffes of the country. 

They were the terror of the limits of both kingdoms; at one time amounted to feme 
thoufands, but by the fe verity of the laws, and the activity of Lord William Howard, 
were at length extirpated. The life and manners of one of the plundering chieftains is 
well exemplified by the confeifion of Giordie Bourne, a noted thief, who iutiered when 
Robert Cary, Earl of Monmouth, was warden of one cf thefe marches : he fairly ac¬ 
knowledged, “ That he had lived long enough to do fo many villainies as he had done; 
that he had layne with above forty men's wives, what in England, what in Scotland; 
that he had killed feven Englifhmen with his owne hands, cruelly murthering them; 
that he had fpent his whole time in whoring, drinking, ftealing, and taking deep revenge 
for flight offences */* 

Return to Nerfierby. The houfe is placed on the fitc of a Roman ftarion, the caftra 
explbratorum of Antoninus, and was well fituated for commanding an extenfive view 
around* By fignifies a habitation; thus, there are three camps or Rations,' with this t r* 
ruination, not very remote from one another, Netherby, Middleby, and Overby- The 
lirft, like Ellenborough, has been a rich fund of curiofities for the amtifement of anti¬ 
quaries : at prefent the ground they were difeovered in is covered with a good houfe 
and ufeful improvements; yet not long before Leland’s time ther hath bene mar- 
velus buyldings, as appeal* by ruinous walks, and men alyve have fene rynges and fta- 
pies yn the walks as yt had been flayes or holdes for fhyppes f.’* There is a tradition 
that an anchor had been found not remote from Netherby, perhaps under the high 
land at Arihuret, i, e. Arthur's head, beneath which it appears as if the tide had once 
flowed. 

Every thing has been found here that denotes it to have been a fixed refidence of the 
Romans; a fine Hypocauft, or bath, was difeovered a few years ago, and the burial 
place, now a (hrubbery, was pointed out to me. The various altars, inferiptions, men- 
fils, and every other antiquity colfedted on the fpot, are carefully prefer ved, and lodged 
in the green houfe, with lbme others coliefted in different parts of the country. 

June iff. Take a ride to LiddePs Strength, or the Mote* A ftrong entrenchment 
two miles 5 . W. of Netherby, on a fteep and lofty clay cliff, above the river Lid del, 
commanding a vaft extent of view : has at one end a very high mount, from whence the 
country might be explored to very great advantage : in the middle is the foundation of 
a fquare building, perhaps, the practorium ? This place is fmall, rather of a circular 
form, llrongly entrenched on the weak fide; has before it a fort of half moon, with a 
vaft fofs and dike as a feeurity. From this place to Netherby is the veftige of a road* 
That this fonrefs has been originally Roman is probable, but fince their time has been 
applied to the fame ufe by other warders. 46 It was, fays Leland, the mated place of a 
gemilman cawled Syr Water Seleby, the which waskillyd there and the place destroyed 
yn King Edward the ihyrde when theScottes whent to Dry ham J.” 

It was taken by ft arm by David the lid* The governog ^Rir Walter, would havo 
compounded for his life by ranfome, but the tyrant, aftei^ufing his two ions to be 
ftrangled before his face, ordered the head of the father,- diftra&ed with grief, to be 
ftruck off §. 

* Cary’s Memoir % sd, e< 3 * p. 123* f Inland's Lin. vik p. 56. :d, td. 

| Leland Itin. vii* 55* $ Stow’s Chronicle, 243, 
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Defecnd the hill, and crofting the Liddel, enter Scotland in Liddefdale, a portion 
of the county of Dumfries: a moft fertile and cultivated tratt of low arable and pafiure 
land. Keep by the river fide for three miles farther to Pen tonsil ns, where is a moft 
wild but pifturefque fcene of the river, rapidly flowing along rude rocks bounded by 
cliffs, cloathed on each fide by trees. The bottom the water rolls over affumes various 
forms ; but the moft Angular are beds of (tone regularly quadrangular, and divided by 
a narrow vacant fpace from each other, refembling immenfe mafies of Ludi Helmontii, 
with their fepta loft. Below thefe, the rocks approach each other, leaving only a deep 
and narrow channel, with a pretty wooden alpine bridge over a depth of furious water, 
black and terrible to the fight. The fides of the rock are ftfangely perforated with 
great and circular hollows, like pots ; the work of the vertiginous motion of the water 
in great floods, 

A farmer I met with here told me, that a pebble, naturally perforated, was an infab 
Uble cure, hung over a horfe that was hag-ridden, or troubled with nocturnal fweats* 

Return and pafs through the parilh of Cannonfhy, a frnall fertile plain, watered by 
the Elk, where fome canons regular of St. Augufline had pitched their priory at leaft 
before the year 1296, when William, prior of the convent, fwore allegiance * to Edw, I* 
The parifh is very populous, containing above two thoufand fouls. Much coal and 
limeftone is found here. 

Moil part of the houfes are built with clay : the perfon who has building in view, 
prepares the materials, then fummons his neighbours on a fixed day, who come fur- 
nifhed with viftuals at their own expence, fet cheerfully to work, and complete the 
edifice before night. 

Afcend a bank on the fouth fide of this valley, to a vaft height above it: the feenery 
is great and enchanting; on one fide is a view of the river Efk, far beneath, running 
through a rocky channel, and bounded by immenfe precipices; in various places hid¬ 
den! y deepening to a vaft profundity ; while in other parts it glides over a bottom co¬ 
vered with moffes, or coloured (tones, that reflect through the pure water teints glau¬ 
cous, green, or lappharine : thefe various views are in moft places fully open to fight; 
in others fuffer a partial interruption from the trees, that clothe the fteep bank, or (hoot 
out from the brinks and fifibres of the precipices ; the trees are in general oak, but often 
intermixed with the waving boughs of the weeping birch. 

Two precipices are particularly diftinguiflied: one called Carfidel; the other Gil* 
nochie’s garden ; the lalt is fa id to have been the retreat of a celebrated outlaw ; but 
originally had evidently been a frnall Britsfli fort refs, guarded on one fide by the fteeps 
of the precipice, on the other by a deep intrenchment. 

The ride was extremely diverfified through thick woods, or frnall thickets, with fud- 
den tranfitions from the fliade into rich and well-hufbanded fields, bounded on every 
fide with woods ; with views of other woods ftill rifing beyond. No wonder then that 
the inhabitants of thefe parts yet believe the fairies revel in thefe delightful feenes. 

Crofs the Efk, through a ford with a bottom of folid rock, having on one fide the 
water precipitating itfelf down a precipice forming a finall catarafl:, which would afford 
a fcene not the moft agreeable to a timid mind. The water too was of the moft cry ft a 1 - 
line, or colourlefs ckanvefs, no ftream I have ever feen being comparable; fo that per- 
Ions who furd this river are often led into diftreftes, by being deceived as torits depth, 
for the great tranfparency gives it an unreal fhallownefs. 

This river is inhabited by trouts, parrs, loches, minnows, eels, and lampries; and 
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what is fmgiilar, the chub, which with us loves only the deep and ftill waters bounded* 
by clayey banks. 

On the oppofite eminence fee Hoi houfe, a defenfible tower like that at Kirk-andrews, 
and one of the feats of the famous Johnny Armflrong* Laird of Gilnockie, the moft 
popular and potent thief of his time, and who laid the whole Englifh borders under 
contribution, but never injured any of his own countrymen. He always was attended 
with twenty-four gentlemen well mounted : and when James V. went his progrefs in 
1528, exprefsty to free the country from marauders of this kind, Gilnockie appeared 
before him with thirty-fix perfons in his train mofl gorgeoufly apparelled ; and him- 
felf fo richly dreffed, that the king faid, ct What wants that knave that a king ihould 
have?” His majefty ordered him and his followers to immediate execution, in fpite of 
the great offers Gilnockie made; who finding all application for favour vain, he, ac¬ 
cording to tlie old ballad, boldly told the king. 

To fdk hot water beneath caltf 
Surely it h a great follie ; 

I harf alked grace at 2 graceldfs face, 

But there is nane for my men and me* 

I faw a boy, a direfl defeendant of this unfortunate brave, who with his whole family 
are faid to be diftinguifhed for their honefty and quiet difpofition, happily degenerating 
from their great anceftor. 

Continue my ride on a fine turnpike road, through beautiful woods, to Mr. Max¬ 
well’s of Broomholme, environed with a mofl magnificent theatre of trees, cloathing 
the lofty hills,-, and the whole furmounted by a barren mountain, by way of contra ft. 

The rent of the ground which Mr. Maxwell keeps in his own hands, and that of a 
farm now disjoined from it, was in the unfettled times of the beginning of the laft cen¬ 
tury only five pounds Scotch, or eight (hillings and four-pence Englifh. At prefent 
Mr. Maxwell’s (hare alone would take a hundred pounds fterling annual rent. This is 
mentioned as an illuftration of the happy change of times, and the increafe of revenues 
by the feeurity the owners now enjoy, by the improvements in agriculture, and the 
cheapnefs of money to what they were a century and a half ago. indeed it ffiould be 
mentioned that the old rent was paid by a Maxwell to a Maxwell; and perhaps there 
might be fome finall matter of favour from the chieftain to his kinfinan j but even ad¬ 
mitting fome partiality, the rife of income mu ft be amazing. 

The road continues equally beautiful, along a fertile glen, bounded by hills and woods. 
Come in view of a bridge, with the pleafing motion of a mill wheel feen in perfpe&ive 
through the middle arch : the river was here lowland the bed appeared roughened with 
tranfverfe waved rocks, extenfively fpread, and fharply broken. 

The town of Langholme appears in a fmall plain, with the entrance of three dales, 
and as many rivers, from which they take their names, entering into it, viz. Waehop- 
dale, Eufdale, and Efkdale; the laft extends thirty or forty miles in length, and the 
fides as far as 1 could fee, bounded by hills of fmooth and verdant grafs, the fvveet food 
of the flieep, the great ftaple of the country. To give an idea of the confiderable 
traffic carried on in thefe animals, the reader may be told, that from twenty to thirty-fix 
thouland lambs are fold in the fevcral fairs that are held at Langholme in the year." To 
this muft be added, the great profit made of the wool, fold into England for our coarfer 
manufa&ures ; of the flieep themfelves fent into the fbutli, and even of the chcefe and 
butter made from the milk of the ewes f. 

* Lsndfey, >47- 

t Ecr * ful!( r account of the management cf the flieep of this county, vide the Appendix. 
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The tru flees for encouraging of improvements give annual premiums to fuch who 
produce the fin eft wool, or breed the beft tups $ a wife meaftire in countries emerging 
from fioth and poverty. 

The manufactures of Langholme are fluffs, ferges, black and white plaids, &c. moftly 
fold into England. 

The cattle is no more than a fquare tower, or border-houfe, once belonging to the 
Arniftrongs. In my walk to it was fhewn the place where feveral witches had fuffered 
in the laft century : this reminds me of a very Angular belief that prevailed not many 
years ago in thefe parts ; nothing lefs than that the midwives had power of transferring 
part of the primaeval curfe beftowed on our great firft mother, from the good wife to 
her hufband. I faw the reputed offspring of fuch a labour; who kindly came into the 
world without giving her mother the leaft tmeafinefs, while the poor hufband was roar¬ 
ing with agony in his uncouth and unnatural pains. 

The inagi ft rates of this place are very attentive to the fuppreffion of all exceflive ex¬ 
ertions of that unruly member the tongue : the brank, an iartrument of punifhmenr, is 
always in readinefs, and I was favoured with the fight: it is a fort of head-piece, that 
opens and inclofes the head of the impatient, while an iron, {harp as a chiffel, enters the 
mouth, and fubdues the more dreadful weapon within. This had been ufed a month 
before, and as it cut the poor female till blood gufhed from each fide of her mouth, it 
would be well that the judges in this cafe would, before they exert their power again, 
confxder not only the humanity, but the legality of this pra£tice. 

The learned Doftor Plot * has favoured the world with a minute deferipdon, and a 
figure of the inftrument, and tells us, he looks on it cc as much to be preferred to the 
duckiag-ftool, which not only endangers the health of the- party, but alfo gives the 
fcongue liberty Twixt every dip ; to neither of which this is at all lyable. ,> 

Among the various cufloms now obfolete, the moil curious was that of hand-fifting, 
in ufe about a century paft. In the upper part of Efkdale, at the confluence of the 
white and the black Etk, was held an annual fair, where multitudes of each fex repaired. 
The unmarried look out for mates, made their engagement by joining hands, or by hand- 
£ fling, went off in pairs, cohabited till the next annual return of the fair, appeared 
there again, and then were at liberty to declare their approbation or diflike of each 
other* If each party continued conftant, the hand-fifting was renewed for life j but if 
cither party diffented, the engagement was void, and both were at full liberty to make 
a new choice j but with this provifo, that the inconftant was to take the charge of the 
offspring of the year of probation. This cuftom feemed to originate from the want of 
clergy in this county in the days of popery. This trad was the property of the abby 
of Melrofs, w hich through oeconotny difeontmued the vicars that were ufed to difeharge 
here the clerical offices j inftead they only made annual vifitations for the purpofes of 
marrying and baptifing, and the perfon thus fent was called Book in Bofom, probably 
from his carrying, by w r ay of readinefs, the book in his breaft; but even this being 
omitted, the inhabitants became neceffitated at firft to take this method, which they 
continued Irom habit to praftife long after the reformation had furniflied them with 
clergy. 

Perfonsof rank, in times long prior to thofe, took the benefit of this cuftom ; for 
Lindefey in his reign of James IL, fays, “ That James fixth Earl of Murray begat 
upon Ifabel Innes, daughter of the Laird of Innes, Alexander Dunbar, a man of Angu¬ 
lar mt and courage. This Ifabel was but handfift with him, and deceafed before the 

# Hift. Staffordfhire, 3 89, tab. xxxii. f P ( *6, f Q \l Q ed. 
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marriage; where-through this Alexander he was worthy of a greater living, than he 
might fucceed to by the laws and practifes of this realm.” 

Of the fports of thefe parts, that of curling is a favourite, and one Unknown in Eng¬ 
land ; it is an amufement of the winter, and played on the ice, by Aiding from one 
mark to another great {tones of forty to feventy pounds weight, of a hemifpherical form, 
with an iron or wooden handle at top. The objeQ: of the player is to lay his ftone as 
near to the mark as poffible, to guard that of his partner, which had been well laid be¬ 
fore, or to {trike off that of. his antagonist. 

Return and pafs the march dike, or the Scotch border, and continue at Nethcrby 
that night. 

June 2. Pafs through Longtown, a place remarkable for the great trade carried on 
during the feafon of cranberries; when for four or five markets, from twenty to twenty- 
five pounds worth are fold each day at three-pence a quart, and fent in fmatl barrels to 
London. 

Crofs the Efk, on a bridge of five arches, a light ftruflure, as molt of the bridges of 
this country are. Go through the lanes which had been rendered impaflable at the 
time of the eruption of the Solway mofs, which took its courfe this way to the Efk. 
The road was at this time quite cleared; but the fields to the right were quite covered 
with the black flood. 

The fpace between the Efk and the Sark, bounded on the third fide by the March 
dike, which croffes from one river to the other, feems properly to belong to Scotland ; 
but having been difputed by both crowns, was fly led the debateable land. But in the 
reign of our James I. Sir Richard Graham obtaining from the Earl of Cumberland (to 
whom it was granted by Oueen Elizabeth) a leafe of this tra< 5 , bought it from the 
needy monarch, and had filtered enough to get it united to the county of Cumberland 
it being indifferent to James, then in poffefiion of both kingdoms, to which of them it 
was annexed. 

Ride by the fide of the Roman road, that communicated between Nethcrby and the 
camp at Burrens. Crofs a fmall bridge over the Sark, and again enter Scotland. 

On the banks of this rivulet the Englifh, under the command of the Earl of North¬ 
umberland, and Magnus with a red main, received a great defeat from the Scots, under 
Douglas Duke of Ormond, and Wallace of Cragie. Numbers of the former were 
drowned in their flight in Solway firth, and Lord Piercey taken prifoner; a misfortune 
owing to his filial piety, in helping his father to a horfe, to enable him * to efcape. 

At a little diflance from the bridge, flop at the little village of Gretna, the refort of 
all amorous couples, whofe union the prudence of parents or guardians prohibits; here 
the young pair may be inflantly united by a fifherman, a joiner, or a blackfmitb, who 
marry from two guineas a job, to a dram of whifky : but t he price is generally adjufled 
by the information of the poftilions from Carlifle, who are in pay of one or other of the 
above worthies ; but even the drivers, in cafe of neceflity, have been known to under¬ 
take the facerdotal office. If the purfuit of friends proves very hot, and there is not 
time for the ceremony, the frighted pair are advifed to flip into bed, are ffiewn to their 
purfuers, who imagining that they are irrecoverably united, retire, and leave them to 

confammate their unflnHhed Wes, 

This place is diftinguifhed from afar by a fmall plantation of firs, the Cyprian grove 
of the place; a fort of land-mark for fugitive lovers. As I had a great defire to fee 

" Hid, of Douglas’s, p. 179. 
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the high pnefl, by ftratagem I fucceeded : he appeared in form of a filherman, a ftout 
fellow, in a blue coat, rolling round his folemn chops a quid of tobacco of no common 
fize. One of our party was fuppofed to come to explore the coaft : we quefiioned 
him about his price ; which, after eyeing us attentively, he left to our honour* The 
church of Scotland does what it can to prevent tbefe dandeftine matches ; but in vain, 
for thofe infamous couplers defpife the fukuinatipn of the kirk, and excokmunication is 
the only penalty it can inflict. 

Continue my journey over a woodlefs flat trafb, almofl hedgelefs, but productive of 
excellent oats and barley* Pafs by Rig, a little hamlet, a fort of chapel of eafe to 
Gretna, in the rum away nuptials. The performer here is an alehoufe- keeper. 

On the left is Solway firth, and a view of Kefwick-fells, between which and Bumf- 
work-hill in Scotland, is a flat of forty miles, and of a great extent in length. The 
country grows now very uncultivated, and confilts of large commons. Reach 

Annan, in Annandale, another divifion of Dumfriesfhire, a town of four or five hun¬ 
dred inhabitants, feated on the river of the fame name* Vefifels of about two hundred 
and fifty tons can come within half a mile of the town, and of fixty as high as the bridge. 
This place has fome trade in wine : the annual exports are between twenty and thirty 
thoufand Winchefter bufliels 'of corn. 

The caftle was entirely demolifhed, by order of parliament, after the acceffion of. 
James VI., to the crown of England, and only the ditches remain. But Annan was in 
a manner ruined by Wharton, lord prefident of the marches, who, in the reign of Ed¬ 
ward VI., overthrew the church and burnt the town j the firft having been fortified by 
the Scots *, under a Lyon of the hotife of G lames. 

The Bruces were once lords of this place, as appears by a ftone at prefent in a wall of 
a gentleman’s garden, taken from the ruins of the caftle, and thus inferibed : 46 Robert 
de Brus Countede Garrick etfenteur du val de Annand 1300*” 

After dinner make an excurfion of five miles to Ruth well, palling over the Annan 
on abridge of five arches, defended by a gateway. The country refembles that I palled 
over in the morning; but at Newby-neck obferve the ground formed into eminences, 
fo remarkable as to occafion a belief of their being artificial, but are certainly nothing 
more than the freaks of nature* 

The church of Ruthwell contains the ruins of a molt curious monument; an obe- 
lilk, once of a great height, now lying in three pieces, broken by an order of the general 
affembly in 1644, under pretence of its being an object of fuperftirion among the vulgar. 
When entire it was probably about twenty feet high, exclufive of pedeflal and capital; 
making allowances in the meafurement of the prefent pieces for fragments chipped off,, 
when it was deftroyed : it originally confifled of two pieces ; the loweft, now in two, 
had been fifteen feet long; the upper had been placed on the other by means of a 
focket: the form was fquare and taper, but the fides of unequal breadth : the two op- 
pofite on one fide at bottom were eighteen inches and a half, at top only fifteen; the 
narrower fide fifteen at bottom, eleven at top. Two of the narroweft fides are orna* 
merited with vine-leaves, and animals intermixed with Runic characters around the 
margin : on one of the other fides is a very rude figure of our Saviour, with each foot on 
the head of fome hearts: above and each fide him are inferibed in Saxon letters; 44 Jefus 
Chriftus—judex equitads, certo falvatorls mundi et an”—perhaps as Mr* Gordon f 
imagines, t4 Angelorum—beftiae et dracones cognoverant indej** and lartly are the 
words, 44 fregerunt panem. sx 

? Ayfcough-s Hill, of the wars of Scotland and England, 321, f I tin. 161. 
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Beneath th.e two animals is a compartment with two figures, one bearded, the other 
not. and above is in fcribed, “ Sanctus Paul us.” 

On the adverfe fide is our Saviour again, with Mary Magdalene walhing his feet, 
and the box of ointment in his hand. The inferiptions, as made out by Mr. Gordon, 
are : “ Ahbaftrum, unguenti—ejus lachrymis capit rigare pedes, ejus capillis—capitis 
fui ternebat—et praeteriens vidi.” 

The different fculptures were probably the work of different times and different na¬ 
tions ; the firft that off the chriftian Saxons ; the other of the Danes, who either found 
thofe fides plain, or defacing the ancient carving, replaced it with feme of their own. 
Tradition lays that the church was built over this obelifk, long after its erection; and 
it was reported to have been tran (ported here by angels, it was probably fo fecured for 
the fame reafon as the fanta cafa at Loretta was, led it fhould take another flight. 

The pedeftal lies buried beneath the floor of the church: I found fome fragments of 
the capiral, with letters fimilar to the others ; and on each oppofite fide an eagle, neatly 
cut in relief. There was alfo a piece of another, with Saxon letters round the lower 
part of a human figure, in long vedments, with his foot on a pair of final! globes : this 
too feemed to have been the top of a crofs. 

Scotland has had its vicar of Bray; for in this church-yard is an infeription in memory 
of Mr. Gawin Young, and Jean Stewart his fpoufe. He was ordained minifter in 1617 , 
when the church was prefbyterian: foon after, James VI. eftablidied a moderate fort of 
epifcopacy. In 1638, the famous league and covenant took place: the bifhops were 
depofed, and their power abolifhed; prefbytery then fiourifhed in the fullnefs of acri¬ 
mony. Sectaries of all forts invaded the church in Cromwell’s time, all equally hating, 
perfecuting, and being perfeouted in their turns. In 1660, on the reftoration, epifco¬ 
pacy arrived at its plenitude of power, and prefbyterianifm expelled; and that fe£t which 
in their profperltv (hewed no mercy, now met with retributory vengeance. Mr. Young 
maintained his pod amidft all thefe changes, and what is much to his honour, fupported 
his character ; was refpefted by all parties for his moderation and learning ; lived a 
tranquil life, and died in peace, after enjoying his cure fifty-four years. 

The epitaph on him, his wife and family, merits prefervation, if but to (hew the num¬ 
ber of his children: 

Tar'from our own amiils, our own we ly : 

Of our dear bairns, thirty and one us by, 
anagram, 

Gaviuu 5 j uni 
CJnius agni ufui 
Jean Mcuart 
a true faint 

a true faint I live it, fo I die it, 
tho men faw no, my God did fee it* 

This parifh extends along the Solway firth, which gains on the land continually, and 
much is annually waftied away: the tides recede far, and leave a vaft fpace of lands 
dry. The fport of falmon-hunting is alinoft out of ufe, there being only one perfon on 
the coaff who is expert enough to pra&ife the diverfion : the fportfman is mounted on 
a good horfe, and fumiflied with a long fpear: he difcovers the fi(h in the (hallow chan¬ 
nels formed by Elk, purfues it full fpeed, turns it like a grey-hound, and after a long 
chace fddom fails to tranfix it. 

The falt-makers of Ruthwell merit mention, as their method feems at prefent quite 
local. As foon as the warm and dry weather of June comes on, the fun brings up and 
incrufts the furface of the (and with fait: at that time they gather the fand to the depth 
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ef an inch, carry it out of the reach of the tide, and lay it in round compact heaps, to 
prevent the fait from being wafted away by the rains : they then make a pit eight feet 
long and three broad, and the fame depth, and plaifler the infide with clay, that it may 
hold water ; at the bottom they place a layer of peat and turf, and fill the pit with the 
collected fond ^ after that they pour water on it: this filters through the fand, and car¬ 
ries the fait with it into a leffer pit, made at the end of the great one: this they boil in 
fmall lead pans, and procure a coarfe brown fait, very fit for the purposes of faking 
meat or fifh> James VL, in a vifit he made to thefe parts, after his acceffion to the 
crown of England, took notice of this operation, and for thdr induftry exempted the 
poor fait-makers of Ruthweli from all duty on this commodity j which till the union,, 
was in all the Scotch afts relating to the fait duties* excepted. 

In this parilh was lately difcovered afingulai 4 road through a morafs, made of wood, 
confifting of fplit oak planks, eight feet long, fattened down by long pins or ftakes, 
driven through the boards into the earth. It was found out by digging of peat, and at 
that time lay fix feet beneath the ibrface. It pointed towards the fea, and in old times 
was the road to it; but no tradition remains of the place it came from. 

Return through Annan, and after a ride over a naked trad* reach Springkeld, the 
feat of Sir William Maxwell: near the houfe is the fite of Bell-cattle, where the Duke 
of Albany, brother to James III;, and the Earl of Douglas, lodged the night before their 
defeat at Kirkonnel, a place almoft contiguous* This illuftrious pair had-been exiled 
in England, and invaded their own country on a plundering fcheme, in a manner un¬ 
worthy of them. Albany efcaped ; Douglas was taken, anddiniChed his life in the con¬ 
vent of Lin dores 

In the burying ground of Kirkonnel is the* grave of the fair Ellen Irvine, and that of 
her lover: file was daughter of the houfe of Kirkonnel,.and was beloved by two gentle-' 
men at the fame time : one vowed to facrifice the fuccefsful rival to his refentment, and 
w atched an opportunity while the happy pair were fitting on the banks of the Kirtle, that 
waftes thefe grounds* Ellen perceived the defperate lover on the oppofite fide, and 
fondly thinking to fove her favourite, . interpofed * f and receiving the wound intended 
for her beloved, fell and expired in bis arms. He inftantly revenged her death ; then 
fled-into Spain, and ferved for fome time againft the infidels : on his return he vifited 
the grave of his unfortunate miftrefs* ft retched himfeif on it, and expiring on the fpot* 
was interred by her fide. A fword and a crof^ are engraven on the tomb-ftone, .with 
w bicjacet Adam Fleming;’ 5 the only memorial-of this unhappy gentleman, except an 
ancient ballad of no great merit, which records the tragical event f . 

Excepting a glen near Springkeld, mott of this country is very naked. It is faid to 
hare been cleared of the woods by aft of parliament, in the time of James VI., in order 
to dettroy the retreat of the mofs-troopers, a pelt this part of the country was infamous 
for: in faft the whole of the borders then was, as Lindefay >expreffes, no other thing 
but theft, reift’ and {laughter. They were poffeffed by a fet of potent clans, all of Saxon . 
defeent; and, like true defeendanta of Hhmael, their hands were againft every man, 
and every matins hand againft them. The Johnttons, of Lough-wood, in Annandale ; 
their rivals the Maxwells of Caerlavoroc, the Murrays of Gockpool, Glendonwyns of 
Glendonwin, Carruthers of llohnain, Irvines of Ronihaw, Jardins of Applegarth, and j 
the Elliots of Liddefdale, may be enumerated among the great famines, 

But befides thefe were a fet of clans and furnames on the whole border, and on the 

* Hume's Hlfo of the ITouglas’Ss foIiOj p. 206. 

f Which happened either the latter end of the reign of James V v or the beginning ofvfoat of Marys 
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debateable ground, who, as my author * fays, were not landed j many of them diftin- 
guifhed by norm de guerre^ in the manner as feveral of our unfortunate brave are at 
prefent, fuch as Tom Trotter of the hill, the Goodman Dickfon of Bucktrig, Ralph 
Burn of the Coit, George Hall, called Pat's Geordie there, the Lairds Jok, Wanton 
Sym, Will ofPowderdampat, Arthur fire the Braes, Gray Will, Will the Lord, Willie 
of Grama-hill, Richie Graham the Plump, John Skynbank, Priors John and his bairnes, 
lieftpr of the Harlaw, the griefes and cuts of Harlaw ; thefe and many more, merry 
men all, of Robin Hood's fraternity, fuperior to the little diftinftions of meum and 
tuum. 

June 3* Vifit the Roman ftalion at Burrens, in the parilh of Middleby, feated on a 
flat, bounded on one fide by the fmail water of Mien, and on another by a fmall birn. 
It was well defended by four ditches and five dikes \ but much of both is carried away 
by the winter floods in the river that bounded on one fide ; a hypocauft had been dif- 
covered here, infcribed flonesdug up, and coins found, fome of them of the lower em¬ 
pire. Obferved a place formed of fquare ftones, which I was told contained, at the 
time of the difcovery, a quantity of grain : I was alfo informed, that there had been 
a large vault a hundred and twenty feet long, defigned fora granary; but this has long 
fmce been deftroyed for fake of the materials, Mr. Horfley imagines to have been the 
blaium btdghm of Antonine, being on the north fide of the wall, with a military road 
between it and Netherby, and that it was the place where Agricola concluded bis fe- 
cond year's expedition. As that general was diftinguifhed for his judicious choice of 
fpots of encampment, fo long after, his fucceflors made ufe of this, as appears by a 
medal of Conftantius Chlorus being found here, for that Emperor lived about two 
hundred and twenty years after Agricola. 

The country now begins to grow very hilly, but ufefully fo, the hills being verdant, 
nnd formed for excellent fheep-walks: on the fides of one called Burnfwork, about 
two miles from Rurrens, are two beautiful camps, united to each other by a rampafri, 
that winds along the fide of a hill ; one camp being on the fcuth-eaft, the other on the 
north-weft : one has the prsetorium yet vifible ; and on the north fide are three round 
tumuli, each Joined to it by a dike, projecting to fome diftance from the ramparts, as 
if to protect the gate on that quarter, for each of thefe mounts had its little fort : the 
other camp had two of thefe mounts on one fide, and one on each end; but the veftiges 
of thefe are very faint: both of thefe camps were furrounded with a deep ditch, and a 
ftrong rampart both on the in fide and the outfide of the fofs ; and on the very furmnit 
of the hill is a fmall irregular intrenchment, intended as exploratory, for the view from 
thence is uninterrupted on every part. Thefe camps are very accurately planned by 
Mr. Gordon, tab. i. p. 16, I hefe alfo were the work of Agricola, and highly probable 
to be, as Mr. Horfley imagines, the fuminer camp of that at Burrens, 

The view from the fummit is extremely extenfive : the town of Lochmaban, with 
its lake and ruined cattle, built on a heart-fliaped penjntufa; Queenfbury-hiil, which 
gives title to the Duke ; Hartsfell, and the Loders, which difpute for height; yet a 
third, the Driffds, was this day patched with inaw ; and laiUy, Ericftone, which loiters 
the Annan, the Clyde, and the Tweed. 

Defcend and pals through the fmall town of Ecckfechan (ecclefia Fechani), noted for 
the great monthly markets for cattle, 

. ^ e _ ar t ^ s on the eftate of Mr, Irvine, writer, was found an antiquity whofe ufe 
is lathei doubtiiil: the metal is gold ; the length rather more than feven inches and 

* - ■ * - * r * - * 

& -? 0 " 1 3 f! B2mcnt ot a quart0 book > Panted in ! 603, containing names of clans In every ffieriff- 
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3 half; the weight 2 02. and a half, and 15 gs. It is round and very flender in the 
middle, at each end grows thicker, and of a conoid form, terminating with a fiat circular 
plate: on the fide of one end are damped the words Hekmis fecit ; on the other is 
prick’d.... I 1 IMB. From the flendernefs of the middle part, and the thicknefs of 
the ends, it might perhaps ferve as a fattening of a garment, by inferring it through holes 
on each fide, and then twitting together this pliant metal. 

Keep along the plain, arrive again on the banks of the Annan, and have a very ele¬ 
gant view of its wooded margent, the bridge, a tight ftruflure with three arches, one of 
fifty-feet, the others of twenty-five, with the turrets of Hoddam cattle a little beyond, 
overtopping a very pretty grove. 

The cattle confifts of a great fquare tower, with three flender round turrets: the 
entry through a door protected by another of iron bars; near it a fquare hole, by way 
of dungeon, and a ftaircafe of ftone, fuited to the place; but inttead of finding a cap¬ 
tive damfel and a fierce warder, met with a courteous laird and his beauteous fpoufe; 
and the dungeon not filled with piteous captives, but well ftored with generous wines, 
not condemned to a long imprifonment. 

This cattle, or rather ftrong border-houfe, was built by John Lord Harries, nick¬ 
named John de Reeve, a ftrenuous fupporter of Mary Stuart, who conveyed her lafe 
from the battle of Langfide to his houfe at Terrigles, in Galloway, and from thence to 
the abbey of Dundrannan, and then accompanied her in a fmall veflel in her fatal flight 
into England. Soon after it was furrendered * to the regent Murray, who appointed 
the Laird of Drumlanrig governor and lord of the marches. Before the acceffion of 
James VI., Hoddam was one of the places of defence on the borders ; for “ the houfe 
of Howdam was to be keped with ane wife (tout man, and to have with him four well- 
horfed men, and thir to have two (lark footmen fervants to keep their horfes, and the 
principal to have ane ttout footman f.” 

In the walls about this houfe are preferved altars and infcriprions found in the ftarion 
at Barrens; as they do not appear to have fallen under the notice of the curious, an 
enumeration of them perhaps will not be unacceptable, therefore lhall be added in the 
appendix. 

Near Hoddam, on an eminence, is a fquare building, called the Tower of Repentance. 
On it is carved the word Repentance, with a ferpent at one end of the word, and a dove 
at the other, fignifying remorfe and grace. It was built by a Lord Harries, as a fort 
of atonement for putting to death fome prifoners whom he had made under a promife 
of quarter. 

Proceed over a country full of low hills, fome parts under recent cultivation, others 
in a healthy ftate of nature. Reach, in a well cultivated and woody flat, the cattle and 
houfe of Comlongam, the property of Lord Stormont, and the birth-place of that orna¬ 
ment of our ifland. Lord Mansfield. 

The cattle confifts of a great fquare tower, now almoft in ruins, though its walls of 
near thirteen feet in thicknefs might have promifed to the architeft a longer duration. 
Many fmall rooms are gained out of the very thicknefs of the fides; and at the bottom 
of one, after a defcent of numbers of fteps, is the noifome dungeon, without light or 
even air-holes, except the trap-door in the floor, contrived for the lowering in of the 
captives. This fortrefs was founded by one of the anceftors of the Murrays, Earls of 
Annandale, a title which failed in that name about the time of the Reftoration. 

* Hollinlhed'* Hill, of Scotl. 393. t Law*, app. 197. 
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June 4. Ride along the fliore by the end of Lockernefs, a morafs of about ten miles 
in length, and three in breadth, with the little water of Locker running through it. 
This tract, from recent furvey, appears to have been overflowed by the fea, which con- 
firms the tradition relating to fuch an event. This invafion of the tides was certainly 
but temporary, for from the numbers of trees, roots, and other vegetable marks found 
there, it is evident that this morafs was, in fame very diftant period, an extenfive foreft. 
Near a place called Kilblain I met with one of the ancient canoes of the primaeval inha¬ 
bitants of the country, when it was probably in the fame ftate of nature as Virginia, 
when firft difcovered by Captain Philip A midas. The length of this little veffel was eighl 
feet eight, of the cavity of fix feet feven, the breadth two feet, depth eleven inches; and 
at one end were the remains of three pegs for the paddle: the hollow was made with 
fire, in the very manner that the Indians of America formed their canoes, according to 
the faithful reprefentation by Thomas Harriot *, in De Bry’s publication of his draw¬ 
ings. Another of the fame kind was found in 1736, with its paddle, in the fame mo¬ 
rals : the laft was feven feet long, and dilated to a confiderable breadth atone end; fo 
that in early ages neceflky dictated the fame inventions to the molt remote regions f. 
Thefe were long prior to our •uitilia navigia, and were in ufe in feveral ancient nations : 
the Greeks called them MU 0 £uX<z and : fome held three perfons, others only 

one J; and of this kind feems to have been that now mentioned. Thole ufed by the 
Germans § were of a vail fize, capable of holding thirty men ; and the Gauls on the 
Rhone had the fame fpecies of boats, but were indifferent about their fliape, and content 
if they would but float, and carry a large burden ][. 

At Mr. Dickfon’s, of Lockerwood, Jaw a curiofity of another nature, found in the 
neighbourhood: a round pot of mixed metal, not unlike a final! /hallow mortar, with 
two rings on one fide, and two handles on the other. 

Over Lockermofs is a road remarkable for its origin: a ftranger, a great number of 
years ago, fold fome goods to certain merchants at Dumfries upon credit: he difap- 
peared, and neither he nor his heirs ever claimed the money : the merchants in expec¬ 
tation of the demand very honeftly put out the fum to inter eft ; and after a lapfe of 
more than forty years, the town of Dumfries obtained a gift of it, and applied the fame 
towards making this ufeful road. Another is now in execution by the military, which 
isalfo to pafs over Lockermofs, and is intended to facilitate the communication between 
North Britain and Ireland, by way of Port Patrick. 

In this morning’s ride, pafs by a fquare inclofure of the fize of half an acre, moated 
round. This was a place of refuge ; for in family difputes, fuch was truly neceffary, 
and here any perfon who came remained in inviolable fecurity. 

See the ifle of Caeriaveroc, with a border-houfe in the middle, built by a Max¬ 
well. This place is far from the fea; but ftyled an ifle becaufe moated. 

Vifit Wardlaw, afmall hill with a round Britifh camp, furrounded with two folles on 
the top; and pn the fouth fide the faint veftiges of a Roman camp, now much ploughed 
up. The profpect from this eminence is fine, of the firth, the difcharge of the river 
Nith or Nid, the Nobius of Ptolemy, and a long extent of the hills of Galloway. 

The Roman encampment on this hill might probably be the Uxelum of Ptolemy 
efpecially if we are to derive that word from the Britifli, uchel> high ; for the fite of the 

* A fervant of Sir Walter Raleigh, fent to Virginia to make drawings and observations, 
t My ingenious Friend Mr. Stuart tells me, that the- Greeks (till made ufe of canoes of this kind to 
ctoI s fmall arms of the fea ; and that they (lyle them Mon>£va&, from being formed of one piece of wood*, 
t Polyatni Stratagem. Irb.v. c, 23. p. 509, Velleius Paterculus, Kb, ii. c. 1071 
j Plinii Hilt. Nat, xvi. c. 40. )| Livii, lib.xvi. c. 26 . 
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fortress of Caerlaveroc is on fuch a flat as by no means to admit of that epithet, or to 
be allowed to have been the ancient Uxelum, as Mr. Horfley conjectures. 

The cattle has undergone its different lieges: the firft that appears in hiftory, and the 
moft celebrated, was in the year 1300, when Edward L fat down before it in perfon. 
Enraged at the generous regard the Scots lliewed for their liberty, and the unremitted 
'efforts made by their hero Wallace, to free his country from a foreign yoke, the Englilh 
monarch fummoned his barons, and all the nobility who held of him by military tenure, 
to attend with their forces at Carlifle on the feaft of St. John the Baptift. On that oc- 
caiion, as the poet of the expedition relates, there appeared, 

foiflant et vint ct fept ban ieres % 

each of which, with the arms of the baron, are illuminated in a beautiful manner ; and 
' in the catalogue are the names f of the moft puiffant peers of this kingdom, with a 
little euloge on each j as a fpecimen, is given that of Robert Clifford, in whom it may 
lie fuppofed valour and beauty were combined: 

Sc je eftoie utie pucellette 
Je k douroic cuer ct cor^ f 
Tant eft de lui bonis li recors. 

The poet then deferibes the cattle and its fituation with great exa&nefs, and gives it 
the very fame form and fite it has at prefent; fo that I cannot help thinking that it was 
never fo entirely deftroyed, but that fome of the old towers yet remain: 

Kaerlaverok cafteans eftoit 
Si fort ki fiege tie doubtoit; 

Amz kt li rois illiccc venift, 

Gar rendre mi le corivenift. 

James mais kill fit ft a fon droit, 

Garniz quant befogns en vendroit 
De gens de engins ct de viuille, 

Com uns efeus eftoit de taille, 

Car ni ot ke trois coftez entour, 

Et cn chefcune angle une tour. 

Men kt le une eftoit jumilee, 

Tant hauti et tant longue et taut lei, 

Ke par defouz eftoit la porte 
A pout tournis, bren faitc ct forte, 

Et autres defenfes afles, 

It is worth obferving, that it was taken by force of engines, and the Englilh as late as 
the time in queftion ufed much the fame method of attack as the Greeks and Romans 
did; for they drove the enemy from the walls by Ihowers of ftones, flung from engines 
fi mil ar to the catdpulta of the ancients; and they ufed alfo arista , or battering rams. 

Entre ks afFaus efmaia, 

Ffrere Robert ki envoia 
Meinte pie re par Rob i net; 

Juq au fair des kmatinct 
Lc jour devant cede ne avoit, 

I>e autre part ancore t levoit 
Trois autres engins moult plus grana 
Et il penibks et engrans, 

Ke k chaftd du tout eonfondi 
Tant ii receut mo’t piereenfonde* 

Xkfcbocs et kang*s ateint fent 
A fes coups rien ne fe deffent* 

* I am indebted to Marmaduke Tun ft all, Efq. for the M. S* account of this fiege, finely copied from the 
original in the Mufeum; which appears to have been compofed in very old bad French, foon after the 
event It celebrates, t Appendix, 
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On the furrender Edward behaved with more moderation than was ufual to him: 
for his laurels were wont to be blighted with deeds unworthy of his heroifm j but til 
this cafe the poor reliques of the garrifon experienced his clemency: 

Lora fern iffirent ce eH la fome 
Ke de uns ke de autret foiftant home 
A grant mervdlle rtfguardea 
Mea ttnus furenl et guardez 
'rant ke li Roys en ordena 
KI vie et membre leur domia 
Et a chafm robe nouuele 
Lora fu joieufe la nouuli. 

A route li oft du chattel pm 
Ki tant eftoit de noble pris* 

It appears that the king immediately mounted his colours on the caftle j and ap¬ 
pointed three barons of the firft reputation to take charge of it. 

Puia fill le Roy porter amont 
Sa banmere et la feynt Eymont 
La faint George et la faint Ed wart 
Et o cel as par droit efwart 
La Segrave et le Merlfort 
Et celt au Seigneur di Cliffort 
A ki le chaftcaus fut ddines* 

Notwithftanding the care Edward took to fecure this place, it was retaken by the 
Scots the following year ; but very foon after was repoffeffed * by the Englilh, after a 
very long fiege. It appears that the Scots again recovered it, for in one of the invafions 
of the former, the gallant owner. Sir Euftace Maxwell, fupported a fiege in it of fome 
weeks, and obliged the enemy to retire; but confidering that it might fall into the hands 
of the Englilh, and become noxious to his country, generoufly difmantled it, and for 
that piece of difinterefled fervice was properly rewarded by his prince, who remitted 
to him and his heirs for ever, the annual pecuniary acknowledgments they paid to the 
crown for the caftle and lands of Caerlaverocf. It was again rebuilt; but in 1355 
(being then in poffeffion of the Englilh) was taken by Roger Kirkpatrie, and levelled 
to the ground J. Notwithftanding thefe repeated misfortunes, it was once more re- 
ftored; and once more ruined by the Earl of Suffex in 1570 JJ. From this time the 
lords of the place feem for fome interval to have been difeouraged from any attempt 
towards reftoring a fortrefs fo diftinguifhed by its misfortunes ; for Camden in 1607, 
fpeaks of it as only a weak houfe belonging to the Barons of Maxwell; yet once more 
Robert firft Earl of Nithfdale, in 1638, ventured to re-eftablilh the ftrong hold of the 
family ; ftill it was ill-fated ; for in the courfe of Cromwell’s ufurpation, it was fur- 
rendered on terms ill preferved, and a receipt was given for the furniture by one Finch; 
in which, among other particulars, is mention of eighty beds, a proof of the hofpitality 
or the fplendor of the place. The form of the prefent caftle is triangular; at two of 
the comers had been a round tower, but one is now demolilhed, and on each iide the 
gateway, which forms the third angle, are two rounders. Over the arch is the creft of 
the Maxwells (placed there when the caftle was laft repaired) with the date, and this 

* Maitland’s Hift. Scot. II. 460. -j- Crawford’s Peerage of Scotland, 370. 

£ Major de geftia bcotorum f 248. more probably rendered defencelefs. 

|| Camden’s annals in Rennet, II. 429. It appears to me that the prefent are the antient towers,.fo 
cxadtiy do they anlwer to the old poetic dtfeription; but that the owners; till the year 1638, nceledkd it 
as a lortms, yet inhabited it as a manfion. 
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Biotto, “ I bid ye fair,” meaning Ward law, the hill where the gibbet flood; for in 
feudal times, ijj feems to have been much in ufe. 

The caftle yard is triangular: one fide, which feems to have been the refidsnce of the 
family, is very elegantly built; has three ftories, with very handfome window cafes: 
on the pediment of the lower are coats of arms ; over the fecond legendary tales ; 
over the third, I think, O vidian fables, all neatly cut in ftone. The Gppofite fide is ■ 
plain. In front is a handfome door cafe, leading to the great hall, which is ninety-one 
feet by twenty-fix. The whole internal length of. that fide 3 hundred and twenty- 

three. ... 

The antient caftle flood about three hundred yards fouth-eaft of the prefent building. 

It is of the fame ihape, but fomewhat lefs, and 1‘urrounded by a double ditch. 

The Maxwells, Lords of Caerlaveroc, are of great antiquity : but their hiftory mixed ' 
with-all the misfortunes and all the difgrace fo frequent in ill-governed times. They 
and the Johnftons had perpetual feuds : in 1553 the clans had a conflict at theHoltiefs 
of Dryfe; the chieftain- of the Maxwells, and many of his fons were flain. John, a 
furviving fon, takes his revenge-: a meeting between him and Johnfton,- a predeceffor 
of the Marquis of Annandale, was appointed in order to compromife all differences ; 
both met, attended only by a Angle friend to each ; the friends quarrel; the Laird of 
Lockerwood goes to part them, but is Ihot through the back by the other chieftain 
who defervedly met his fate on the feaffold a few years after. His forfeiture was taken 
off, and his brother not only reftored but created Earl of Nithfdale : in 1715- the title 
was loft by the convi&ion of the Earl of that day j who efcaped out of the tower the 
night before execution, by the difguife of. a female drefs. The eftate by virtue of en¬ 
tail was preferved to the heirs. 

Continue my ride along the coaft: to the mouth of the Nith, which empties itfelf into 
die vaft eftuary, where the tide flows-in fo faft on the level fands that a mam well 
mounted would find difficulty to efcape, if furprifed by it. The view of>‘ the oppofite- 
fide of Creffel, and the other Galloway hills, is very beautiful, and the coaft appeared > 
well wooded. In a bottom lies Newby abby, founded by Devorgillsj daughter to Alan,- 
Lord of Galloway, and wife to John. Baliol, Lord of Caftle-Bemard, who died and was- 
buried here: his lady embalmed his heart, and placed it in a cafe of ivory, bound with 
lilver, near the high altar y on which account the abby isoftener called Sweet-heart and' 
Suavi-cordium . 

Pafs by Port Kepel, the firth gradually contracting itfelf; and" to this place veflfels of 
two hundred tons may come. The country on both lides the river is extremely beautiful 
the banks decorated with numerous groves and villas, richly cultivated and well inclofed.- 
The farmers (hew no want of induftry ; they import, as far as from Whitehaven, lime 
for manure,,to the annual amount of twenty-five hundred pounds,, paying at the rate- 
of fixpence for the Winchefter bufliel: they are alfo fo happy as to have great quanti¬ 
ties of ihell marl in the neighbouring moraffes ; and are now weSLrewarded for the ule- 
of it; much wheat and barley are at prefent the fruits of their labour,, inftead of a 
very paltry oat; and good hay inftead of ruihes now clothe their meadows. Reach 

Dumfries, a very neat and well-built town, feated on the Nithj and containing about- 
five thoufand fouls. It was once poffeffed of a large ffiare of the tobacco trade, but- 
at prefent has fcarcely any commerce. The great weekly markets for black cattle are 
of much advantage to the place; and vaft droves from Galloway and the ftiire of Ayr 
pafs through in the way to the fairs in Norfolk and Suffolk. 

The two churches are remarkably neat, and have handfome galleries, fupported by 
pillars. In the church-yard of St. Michael are feveral monuments in form of pyramids,, 

very 
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very ornamental, and on fome grave-ftones are infcriptions in memory of the martyrs 
of the country, or the poor victims to the violence of the apoftate archbifhop Sharp, or 
the bigotry of James II. before and after his acceffion. Powers were given to an in- 
human fet of milcreants to deftroy upon fufpicion of difaffe&ion ; or for even declining 
to give anfwers declarative of their political principles; and fuch who refufed (before 
two wimeffes) were inftantly put to death. Many poor peafants were fhot on moors, 
on the Ihores, or wherefoever their enemies met with them : perhaps enthufiafm might 
poflefs the fufferers; but an infernal fpirit had pofleffion of their perfecutors. The 
memory of thefe flagitious deeds are preferved on many of the wild moors by infcribed 
grave-flones, much to the fame effea as the following in the church-yard in this 
city: 

On John Grierfon, who fuffered Jan. 2, 1667. 

Underneath this ftone doth lie 
Du ft fa enticed to tyranny ; 

Yet precious in Immanuel's ftght. 

Since martyr’d for his kingly right j 
When he condemns thefe hellifh drudges 
By fufferage* faints fha.il be their judges. 

Another on James Kirke, fhot on the fands of Dumfries, Ihall conclude this dread¬ 
ful fubjed: 

By bloody Bruce and wretched Wright 
I loft my life in great defpight. 

Shot dead without due time to try 
And fit me for eternity, 

A witnefs of prelatic rage 
As ever was in any age, 

T. his place like moft other confidenxblc towns in Scotland, has its feceders* chapel i 
thefe are the rigid prefbyterians who poffefs their religion in all its original fournefs * 
think their church in danger becaufe their minifters degenerate into moderation and 
wear a gown ; or vindicate patronage. To avoid thefe horrid innovations, they fepa- 
late themfelves from their imaginary falfe brethren j renew a folemn league and cove¬ 
nant, and prderve to the befl: of their power all the rags and rents bequeathed to them 

by John Knox, which the more ienfible preachers of this day are ftrivine to darn and 
patch. a 

Hei e I firfl found on this fide the J weed, my good old mother church become a 
mere conventicler, and her chaplain fupported by a few of her children, difpofed to ftick 
to her in all conditions. r 


Inquired for the convent of Dominicans, and the church in which Robert Bruce and 
ms aflociates flew John Cummin, Lord of Badenock, and owner of great part of the lord- 
Ihip of Galloway. Cummin had betrayed to Edward I. the generous defijm of Bruce 
to relieve his country from flavery ; in refentment Bruce ftabbed him: on retiring 
was afked by his friends, whether he was fure of his blow, but anfwering with fome 
degree of uncertainty, one of them, Roger Kirkpatric, replied, I mac Mer, returned 
into the chui ch and completed the deed. In memory, the family afiumed a bloodv 
dagger for a creft, and thofe words as the motto. The church thus defiled with blood 
was pulled down ; and another built in a different place, and dedicated to St. Michael 

r n tUt (r 5 r faint f 0 t th f . town - Robert Bruce alfo built a chapel here, as foon as he cot 
full pofleffion of the kmgom, in which prayers were to be daily offered for the repofe 
of the foul of oir Chnftopher Seton, who was moft barbaroufly executed by Edward I. 
for his attachment to Bruce, and for his defence of his country. 
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Dumfries was continually fubjeft to the inroads of the Englifh 5 and was frequently 
ruined by them* To prevent their invafions a great ditch and mound, called Warder’s 
dikes, were formed from the Nith to Locker mo fs, where watch and ward were con- 
ftantly kept; and when an eneniy appeared the cry was a Loreburn , a Loreburn - The 
meaning is no further known, than that it was a word of alarm for the inhabitants to 
take their arms : and the fame word as a memento of vigilance is inferibed on a ring 
of filver round the ebony ftaff given into the hands of the provolt as a badge of office 
on the day ©f annual election* 

On molt of the eminences of thefe’ parts beacons were like wife eftablifhed for 
alarming the country on any irruption of their Southern neighbours: and the inhabit* 
ants able to bear arms were bound, on the firing of thefe iignals, to repair inflantiy 
to the warden of the marches, and not to depart till the enemy was driven out of the 
country, and this under pain of high treafon. 

This regulation was eftablifhed in the days of Archibald the Grim, Earl of Douglas, 
and afterwards renewed with much folemnity by William Earl of Douglas, who af- 
fembled the lords, freeholders, and principal borderers at the college of Lincluden, and 
eaufed them there to fwear on the holy evangelifts, that they ftiould truly obferve the 
ftatutes, ordinances, and ufages of the marches, as they were ordained in the time of 
the faid Archibald. 

June 5. Had a beautiful view of an artificial water-fall juft in front of a bridge, 
originally built by Devorgilla, who gave the cuftoms anting from it to the Francifcm 
convent at Dumfries, It confifts of nine arches, and connects this county and that of 
Galloway, 

Crofs it f pafs through a fmall town at its foot, and walk up Gorbelly hill, remark¬ 
able for the fine circumambient profpeftof the charming windings of the Nith towards 
the fea, the town of Dumfries, Terregles, a houfe of the Maxwells-, and a rich vale to¬ 
wards the north, 

Vifit the abby of Lincluden* about half a mile diftant, feated on the water of the 
Gluden, which is another boundary of Galloway on that fide. This religious houfe 
is feated on a pleafant bank* and in a rich country: and was founded and-filled with 
Benedictine nuns* in the time of Malcolm IV, # by Uchred, father to Roland* Lord of 
Galloway, Thefe were expelled by the Earl of Douglas (known by the titles of Archi¬ 
bald the Black, or Grim, and the Terrible) probably* as Major infinuates, on account 
of the impurity of their lives f, for the Earl was a man in piety finguiar through his life, 
and moll religious according to thofe times. He fixed in their places a provoflry, 
with twelve beadfmen, and changed the name to that of the college. 

Part of the houfe and chancel, and fome of the fouth wall of the church are the 
foie remains of this antient flrufture; in the chancel is the elegant tomb of Margaret* 
daughter of Robert III. and wife of Archibald Earl of Douglas,-firil Duke of Terouan, 
and fon of Archibald the Grim. Her effigy, at full length, lay on the (tone, her head 
refting on two cufhions ; but the figure is now mutilated, and her bones, till lately* 
were Scattered about in a mod indecent manner* by fome wretches who broke open 
the repofitory in fearch of treafure. The tomb is in form of an arch, with all parts 
mod beautifully carved: on the middle of the arch is the heart, the Douglases arms, 
guarded by three chalices, fet croflways, with a ftar near each, and certain letters I 
could not read. On the wall is inferibed, 

A L J aide de Dieu, 

* Hope’s Minor Prafries, 511, Malcolm died, f 

d Major de Gdt, Scot, a&j* Archibald died A* D. 1400- 

and 
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and at fome-di fiance beneath. 

Hie jacct D;tia Margarets regis Scotia; filia quodam comitiffa de Douglas Dna Gallo vidix 
et vail is Annandsae. 

In the front of the tomb are nine fhields, containing as many arms: in one are the 
three liars, the original coat of this great houfe, for the heart was not added till the 
good Sir James was employed in carrying that of Robert Bruce to the Holy Land : 
befides thefe, are the arms after that event; and alfo their arms as Lords of Annan- 
dale, Galloway and Niddefdale. Near the tomb is a door-cafe, richly ornamented 
with carving ; and on the top the heart and chalices, as in the former. 

In other parts of the remains of the church are the arms of the Douglafles, or 
Dukes of Terouan, Earls of Angus, of Ormond, and of Murray; here are befides the 
arms of John Stewart, Earl of Athol, with the motto, “ Firth, fortune, and fil the 
fetters.” 

Beneath one of the windows are two rows of figures $ the upper of angels, the 
lower of a corpfe and other figures, all much defaced, but feemingly defigned to ex- 
prefs the preparations for the interment of our Saviour. 

Behind the houfe are veftiges of a flower-garden, with the parterres and fcrolls very 
vifible; and near that a great artificial mount, with a fpiral walk to the top, which is 
hollowed, and has a turf feat around to command the beautiful views; fo that the 
provoft and his beadfmen feem to have confulted the luxuries as well as neceffaries of 
life. 

Return to Dumfries, where Mr. Hill, furgeon, favoured me with the fight of the 
head of an -old lady, excellently painted, about forty years ago, by Mr. John Patoun, 
fon to a minifter in this town. After painting three years in Scotland, about the year 
1730 he went to London, where he read leftures on the theory of his art $ at length 
was tempted to make a voyage to Jamaica, where he died in a few weeks, leaving 
behind him the character of a good man and able artifl 

Before we left the town, we were honoured with its freedom, bellowed on us in the 
politeft manner by the magiflrates. 

June 6. Continue my journey due north through the beautiful Nithfdale, or vale of 
Nith, the river meandring with bold curvatures along rich meadows; and the country, 
for fome fpace, adorned with groves and gentlemen's feats. At a few miles diftance 
from Dumfries, leave on the left Bardanna and Keir, conjectured by Mr. Horfley to 
have been the Carbantorigum of Ptolemy. Travel over fmall hills, either covered with 
corn, or with herds of cattle, flocks of black-faced flieep, attended by little pallors, 
wrapped in their maides *, and fetting the feafons at defiance The river Hill keeps its 
beauty, wandering along a verdant bottom, with banks on each fide cloathed with wood 
and the more diftant view hilly. Ride through a trad covered with broom, an indica¬ 
tion of barrennefs; and arrive in fight of Drumlanrig, a houfe of the Duke of 
Queenfbury, magnificently feated on the fide of a hill, an immenfe mafs embofomed 
in trees. Crofs a hand fome bridge of two arches, of a vail height above the Nith, 
which fills the bottom of a deep and wooded glen; and, after a long afeent through 
a fine and well-planted park, arrive at the houfe: 

A fquare building, extending an hundred and forty-five feet in' front, with a fquare 
tower at each corner, and three finall turrets on each: over the entrance is a cupola, 

• A fort of long cloak. 
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Tvhofe top is in fhape of a vafl ducal coronet: within is a court, and at each angle a 
round tower, each containing a flair-cafe: every where is a wearifome profufion of 
hearts carved in ftone, the Douglas arms : every window, from the bottom to the third 
ftory, is well fecured with iron bars; the two principal doors have their grated guards j 
and the cruel dungeon was not forgot; fo that the whole has the appearance of a mag¬ 
nificent Hate prifon. Yet this pile rofe in compofed times ; it was built by William 
Duke of Queenfbury, begun in 1679, and completed in 1689. His grace feemed to 
have regretted the expence; for report fays, that he denounced, in a writing on the 
bundle of accounts, a bitter curfe on any of his posterity who offered to infpeft them. 

The apartments are numerous : the gallery is a hundred and eight feet long, with a 
fire place at each end : it is ornamented with much of Gibbon’s carving, and feme good 
portraits j obferved among them. 

The firft Dutchefs of Somerfet, half length, no cap, with a finall love-lock. 

William Duke of Queenfbury, diftinguifhed in the reigns of Charles and James II., by 
many court favours, by his fervices to thofe monarchs, by his too grateful return in aflifl¬ 
ing in the cruel perfecutions of his countrymen averle to the tell, and by his honourable 
dilgrace, the moment James found hitn demur to a requeft fubverfive, if complied with, 
of the religion and liberties of Great Britain. 

John Earl of Traquair, Lord High Treafurer of Scotland in the turbulent reign of 
Charles I., a prudent friend of the indifereet Laud, and like him a zealous churchman ; 
but unlike him, waited for a proper feafon for bringing his project to bear, in (lead of 
precipitating matters like the unfortunate prelate. A faithful lervant to the crown ; 
yet, from his wife advice brought under the fcandal of duplicity. Was cleared early 
from the fufpeion by the noble hiftorian; and foon after more indifputably by his im¬ 
peachment, and by his conviflion by the popular party; by his imprifonment; by his 
taking arms in the royal caufe on his releafe j by his fecond confinement; by the fe- 
queftration of his eftates: and finally by the diflrefsful poverty he endured till death, 
he gave full but unfortunate teftimony of untainted loyalty. 

John Earl Rothes, Chancellor of Scotland, in his gown, with the feals by him. He 
was in power during the cruel perfecutions of the covenanters in Charles II-’s time; and 
diioharging his trufi to the fatisfaftion of the court, was created Duke of Rothes, a title 
that died with him. 

A head of the Duke of Perth, in a bufliy wig: a poll-abdication Duke, a converted 
favourite of James II. and Chancellor of Scotland at the time of the revolution, when he 
retired into France. 

George Douglas, Earl of Dumbarton in armour; a great wig and cravat. Inftru&ed 
in the art of war in the armies of Louis XIV. was general of the forces in Scotland un¬ 
der James II. difperfed the army of the unfortunate Argyle. A gallant officer, who 
when James was at Salifbury, generoufly offered to attack the Prince of Orange with his 
fingle regiment of the Scottifh Royal, not with the hope of victory, but of giving him 
fuch a check as his fovereign might take advantage of: James, with equal generality, 
would not permit the facrifice of fo many brave men. Dumbarton adhered to his king 
in all fortunes, and on the abdication partook of his exile. 

General James Douglas, who in 1691 died at Namur. 

Earl of Clarendon, fonof the Chancellor, half-length in his robes. 

A good portrait of a Tripoli Ambaflador. 

In the gardens, which are molt expenfively cut out of a rock, is a bird cherry, of a 
great fize, not lefs than feven feet eight inches in girth j and among feveral fine filver 
firs, one thirteen feet and a half in circumference. 
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June 6th. In my walks about the park fee the white breed of wild cattle, derived 
from the native race of the country; and ftill retain the primaeval favagenefs and fero¬ 
city of their anceftors : were more % than any deer; ran away on the appearance of 
any of the human fpecies, and even fet off at full gallop on the leaft noife; fo that I was 
under the neceffity of going very foftly under the flicker of trees or bulhes to get a near 
view of them: during fummer they keep apart from all other cattle, but in levere 
weather hunger will compel them to vifit the out-houfes in fearch of food. 'I he keep¬ 
ers are obliged to lhoot them, if any are wanted: if the beaft is not killed on the fpot 
it runs at the perfon who gave the wound, and who is forced in order to have hunfelf, 
to fly for fafety to the intervention of iome tree. 

Thei'e cattle are of a middle fize, have very long legs, and the cows are fine horned: 
the orbits of the eyes and the tips of the nofes are black; but the bulls have loft the 
manes attributed to them by Boethius. , 

Ride to Morton caftle, about four miles did ant, feated on a fteep projefhon, in a lofty 
fituation, near the Auchenlec hills. This was originally the feat of Dunenald, prede- 
ceffor of Thomas Randolph, afterwards created Earl of Murray by Robert Bruce, 
when that caftle and that of Auchencafs, near Moffat, was difpofed of to Douglas of 
Morton, predeceffor of the Earls of Morton: but at the time that title was conferred, 
the caftle and lands of Morton being fettled on a fon of a fecond marriage of that family, 
the parliament, on a proteftation on his part, declared, that the bellowing that title 
fhould not prejudice his right to the caftle and lands, but that it was taken from a place 
called Morion in Weft-Lothian. 

At prefent remains only one front, with a number of fmall windows, each to be af- 
cended on the infide by a flight of fteps: at each end is alfo a rounded tower. ^ 1 find 
little of its hftlory, any farther than that it was among the caftles demoHfhed by 
David II*, on his return from England, probably in compliance with a private agree¬ 
ment made with Edward III. 

Two miles north from Morton flood the caftle of Durifdeer, demolifhed at the fame 
time with the former. In the church of Durifdeer is the maufoleum of the family ot 
Drumlanrig: over the door of the vault are four fpiral pillars fupporting a canopy, all 
of marble: and againft the wall is a vaft monument in memory of James Duke of 
Queenfbury : his grace lies reclined on his arm, with the collar of S. S. round his neck. 
The Dutchefs, in her robes, recumbent; four angels hold a fcroll above, with this in- 
fcription; 

Hie 

in eodem t amnio 


cum cUariffimis coujugis eineribus 
mifei vokvit fats 

Jacobus Dus Queenfburiie ct Doverm ; 
^ Qui 

ad tot et tanta honoris 
Ei negodorum faldgla 
Qcx null lie antea fubdiuia 
attegu, evetfus* Londini 
fato ctUk L^ta die 
Julii anno Carifti Rcdemptods 
] 7 1 J 


flu? 


.fit 


And beneath is an affectionate and elegant epitaph on his Dutchefs, who died two years 
beture his Grace. 


* Guthrie, fii* 70, 
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June 7th. Vifit Tibblr 'cattle, about a mile below Drumlanrig, placed on a fmall hill 
above the little ftream, the Tibber. Nothing remains but the foundations overgrown 
with (limbs : It is fuppofed to have been a Roman fort, but that in after times the boots 
profiting of the fituation, and what had been done before, built on the place a final! 
caftle ; which tradition fays, was furprized by a ftratagem 111 tune of William Wallace . 

The beauties of Drumlanrig are not confined to the higheft part of the grounds } the 
walks, for a very confiderable way, by the fides of theNith, abound with moll piaurefque 
and various fceuery: below the bridge the fides are prettily wooded, but not remarkably 
lofty - above the views become wildly magnificent: the river runs through a deep and 
rocky channel, bounded by vaft wooded cliffs, that rife fuddeuly from its margin} and the 
profpect down from the furnmit is of a terrific depth, encreafed by the rolling of the 
black waters beneath : two views are particularly fine } one of quick repeated, but ex- 
tenfive, meanders amid ft broken Iharp-pointed rocks, which often divine he river into 
feveral channels, interrupted by fhortand foaming rapids, coloured with a moory teint. 
The other is of a long ftrait, narrowed by the fides, precipitous and wooded, approach¬ 
ing each other equidiliant, horrible from the blacknefs and fury of the river, and the 
fiery red and black colours of the rocks, that have all the appealance of having fuf- 
tained a change by the rage of another element, 

Crofs the bridge again, and continue my journey northward for fix or feven miles, on 
an excellent road, which I was informed was the'fame for above twenty miles farther, 
and made at the foie expence of the prefent Duke of Queenftmry : his Grace ismall 
refpefls a warm friend to his country, and by premia promotes the manuia&Lires of 
woollen fluffs, and a very ftrong fort of woollen (lockings ; and by thefe methods will 
preferve on his lands a ufeful and induftrious population, that will be enabled to eat then* 
own bread, and not opprefs their brethren, or be forced into exile, as is the cafe in. 

many other parts of North Britain. > 

1 he ride was, for the molt part, above the Nith; that m many places appeared in 
lingular forms: the mod (hiking was a place called called Hell’s Cawdron, a fudden 
turn where the waters eddies in a large hole, of a vaft depth and blacknefs, overhung, 
and darkened by trees. On the oppofite fide is the appearance of a Ilritifii entrench¬ 
ment - and near Durifdeer is faid to* be a fmall Roman fortrefs: the Roman road runs 
by it, *and is continued from thence by the Well-path, through Crawford moor, to 
Elven-foot, has been lately repaired, and is much preferable to the other through the 
mountains, which would never have been thought of but for the mines in the lead- 

The river affumes a milder courfe; the banks bordered with fields, and thofe oppo¬ 
fite well wooded. On an eminence is the houfe of Eliock, environed with trees, once 
one’of the poffeflions of Crichton, father to the Admirable } and before, at Ibine dis¬ 
tance, is the town of Sanquhar, with the ruins of the caftle, the ancient feat of the Lords 
Crichton. The pari Hi is remarkable for the manufacture of woollen ftockmgs, and the 

abundance of its coal. , . . 

Quit Nithfdale, and turn fuddenly to the right; pafs through the glen of Lochburn 
between vaft mountains, one fide wooded to a great height, the other naked, but finely 
grafted, and the bottom wafted by the Menoch, a pretty ftream} the glen grows very 
narrow, the mountains encrcafe in height, and the alcent long and laborious. R-tdo 
by Wanlock-hcad in the parift of Sanquhar, the property ol the Duke of Queenf- 
bury} fometimes rich in lead ore. Crofs a fmall dike at the top of the mountain, 

■* Gordon's I tin. 19. 
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enter Lanerkfflire, or Clydefdale j and continue all night at the little village of Lead- 
hills, in the parifh of Crawford : the place confiftsof numbers of mean houfes, inhabited 
by about fifteen hundred fouls, fupported by the mines ; for five hundred are employed 
in the rich fotts terrains of this tra£L Nothing can equal the barren and gloomy ap¬ 
pearance of the country round : neither tree, nor flmib, nor verdure, nor pi&urefque 
rock, appear to amufe the eye; the fpedator mull plunge into the bowels of thefe 
mountains for entertainment j or pleafe himfelf with the idea of the good that is done 
by the wed bellowed treafures drawn from thefe inexhaufUble mines, that are ftillrich, 
baffling the efforts of two centuries. The fpace that has yielded ore is little more than 
a mileVquare, and is a flat or pafs among the mountains : the veins of lead run north 
and fomh 5 vary, as in other places, in their depth, and are from two to four feet 
thick \ forae have been found filled with ore within two fathoms of the furface ; others 
fink to the depth of ninety fathom. 

The ore yields in general about feventy pounds of dead from a hundred and twelve 
of ore, but affords very little filver ; the varieties are the common plated ore, vulgarly 
called Potter's j the finall or fteebgrained ore, and the curious white ores, lamellated 
and fibrous, fo much fearched after for the cabinets of the curious. The laft yields 
from fifty-eight to fixty-eight pounds from the hundred, but the working of this fpecies 
is much more pernicious to the health of the workmen than the common* The ores 
are fmelted in heaths, blown by a great bellows and fluxed with lime. The lead is 
fent to Leith in finall carts, that carry about feven hundred weight, and exported 
free from duty. 

The miners and fmelters are fubjefl here, as in other places, to the lead di[temper, 
orniill -reek, as it is called here; which brings on palfies, and fometimes madnefs, 
terminating in death in about ten days. Yet about two years ago died, at this place, 
a perfon of primeval longevity : one John Taylor, miner, who worked at his bufinefs 
till he was a hundred and twelve : he did not marry till he was fixty, and had nine 
children ; he faw to the laft without fpectacles, had excellent teeth till within fix years 
before his death, having left off tobacco, to which he attributed their prefervation j 
at length, in 1770, yielded to fate, after having completed his hundred and thirty- 
fecond year. 

Native gold has been frequently found In this tract, in the gravel beneath the peat, 
from which it was waffled by rains, and collected in the gullies by perfons who at diffe¬ 
rent times have employed themfelves in fearch of this precious metal \ but of late years 
thefe adventurers have fcarce been able to procure a livelihood. I find in a little book, 
printed in 1710, called Mifcellama Scotica % that in old times much gold was collected 
in different parts of Scotland. In the reign of James IV, the Scots did feparate the gold 
from thefand by waffling. In the following, the Germans found gold there, which 
afforded the king great Aims \ three hundred men .were employed for feveral fummers, 
and about 100,000!. fterling procured* They did not difpofe of it in Scotland, but 
carried it into Germany. The fame writer fays, that the laird of Marchefton got gold 
in Pent land hills y that fome was found in Langham waters, fourteen miles from Lead- 
hill houfe, in Meggot waters, twelve miles, and Phinland, fixteen miles* Pie adds, 
that pieces of gold, mixed with fpar and other fubfiances, that weighed thirty ounces 
were found ; but the largeft piece I have heard of does not exceed an ounce and a 
half, and is in the poffeflion of Lord Hopetoun, the owner of thefe mines. 

Continue my journey through dreary glens or melancholy hills, yet not without 
feeing numbers ot ffleep. Near the finall village of Crawford John, procured a guide 

* For a further account of gold found in Scotland, .ret,- p, 416, of the 2d part of this Tour. 
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over five miles of almotl pathlefs moors, and defcend into Dougtafdale, watered by the 
river that gives the name; a valley diflinguifhed by the refidence of the family of 
Douglas, a race of turbulent heroes, celebrated throughout Europe for deeds of arms; 
the glory, yet the fcourge of their country ; the terror of their princes} the pride of 

the northern annals of chivalry. . 

They derive their name from Sholto du glafie, or the black and grey warrior (as- 
their hiltorv * relates) a hero in the reign of Solvathius, king of Scotland, who lived 
in the eighth century ; with more certainty, a fucceffor of his, of the name of William, 
went into Italy in queft of adventures, and from him defcended the family of the Scoti 
of Placentia t, that flourifhed in the lad age, and may to this time continue there. But 
the Domdaffes firft began to rife into power in the days of the good Sir James, whoidled 
in 1330.° During a century and a half their greatnefs knew no bounds, and their ar¬ 
rogance was equally unlimited : that high fpirit which was wont to be exerted againfl 
the enemies of their country, now degenerated into faction, fedition, and treafon ; they 
emulated the royal authority ; they went abroad with a train of two thoufand armed 
men ; created knights, had their counfellors, eftabliflied ranks, and confihuted a \ par¬ 
liament : it is certain that they might almoft have formed a houfe of peers out of their 
own family} for, at the fame time there were not fewer than fix Earls of the name of 
Douglas ||. They gave lhelter to the mofl barbarous banditti, and protected them in 
the greatefl: crimes : for, as honeft Lindefay expreffes, Opprelhon, ravilhing of 
women, facrilege, and all other kinds of mifchief, were but a dalliance: fo it was 
thought leifome to a dependcr on a Douglas to flay or murder, for fo fearful was their 
name, and terrible to every innocent man, that when a mifchievous limmer was ap¬ 
prehended, if he alledged that he murdered and flew at a Douglas’s command, no man 

durff prefent him to juliice „ 

Douglas cafUe, the refidence of thefe Reguti, feems to have been proftrated ahnoit 
as frequently as its mailers : the ruin that is feen there at prefent is the remains of the 
laft old caftle, for many have been built on the fame fite. The prefent is an imperfett 
pile, begun by the late Duke: in the front are three round towers ; beneath the bafe 
of one lies the noble founder, and the tears of the country painted above. He was 
interred there by his own direaions, through the vain fear of mingling his allies with 
thofe of an injured dead. 

The windows are Gothic : the apartments are fitting up with great elegance, wtncti 
lhew that the llorms of ambition have been laid, and that a long calm of eafe and con- 
tent is intended to fucceed. 

The infeription on the foundation-ftone of the prefent caftle deferves prelervation > 
as it gives a little of the hiflory ; 

Hoc Jam 

Hujus immitiffimi P radii 
Familne de Douglas 
T er fojo sequati 

Et fcmcl atque iterum inftaurati 
Impenuitibua 
Edwardo primo Angliae 
Et apud Scotos Robe rto 
prinnnm di&o 
Tandem' furgere csepit 
Novi3 mu nit lo nib us firmatum 


* Hume’s Hift. of the Houfcs of Douglas, 3,* 
J; Buchanan, Rerum Scot, lib* xi, feft. 9* 
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JufTu et fumptfbus 
$erenif&gi et potentilfimi Archibald! 

Duels de Douglas, &t. See, 

Principb familisc ejus nomidis 
In Scota antiquHEmse 
Et maxtme notabilis 
i\nno Christi 
MDCCLVIL 

Near the caftle are feveral very antient afh-trees, whofe branches groaned under the 
weight of executions when the family knew no law but its will. 

In the church were depofited the remains of feveral of this great name. Firft ap¬ 
pears the effigies of good Sir James, the moft: diflinguilhed of the hmtle, the favourite 
of Robert Bruce, and the knight appointed, as moft worthy to carry his mailer’s heart 
to be interred beneath the high altar in the temple of Jerufalein. He fet out, attended 
with a train of two hundred knights and gentlemen, having the gold box, containing 
the royal heart Appended from his neck. He firft put into the port of Siuys, on the 
coaft of Flanders, where he flaid for twelve days, living on board in regal pomp (for 
he did not deign to land) and all his veffels were of gold *. Here he was informed, 
that Alphonfo King of Spain was engaged in war with the Saracen King of Grenada : » 
not to lofe this bleffed opportunity of lighting againft the enemies of the crofs, he and 
his knights failed inflantly for Valentia, was moft honourably received^ by the Spanifh 
monarch, luckily found him on the point of giving battle; engaged with great valour, 
was furrounded by the infidels, flain in the fight, and the heart of Robert Bruce, which 
was happily refeued, inftead of vifiting the Holy Land, was carried to the convent of 
Melros, and the body of Sir James to this church ; where his figure lies crofs-legged, 
his holinefs having decreed that fervices againft the infidels in Spain ffiouid have equal 
merit with thofe performed in Paleftine. 

Near him, beneath a magnificent tomb, lies Archibald firft Earl of Douglas, and 
fecond Duke of Terouan, in France; his father, flain at the battle of Vemsuil, being 
honoured by the French king with that title. He lies in his ducal robes and coronet. 
This Earl lived quite independent of his prince, James I. and through refentment to 
the niSniffer , permitted the neighbouring thieves of Annandale to lay wafte the country, 
when his power, perhaps equal to the regal, might have fuppreffed their barbarity. He 
died in 1431- 

The Douglaffes and Percies were rivals in deeds of arms; and fortune, as ufual, 
frniled or frowned alternately on each of thefe potent families. 

James the Fat, feventh Earl of Douglas, next appears in effigy on another tomb : a 
peaceable chieftain, who feeins to have been in too good cafe to give any difturbance 
to the commonwealth. He died in 1443, and his lady Beatrix de Sinclair, lies by 
him. Their offspring is alfo enumerated in the infeription. 

Ride for fome time in Douglafdale, a tra£t deficient in wood, but of great fertility; 
the foil fine, and of an uncommon depth, yielding fine barley and oats, moft flovenly 
kept, and full of weeds; the country full of gentle rifings. Arrive in a flat extent 
, of ground, defeend to the river Clyde, crofs a bridge of three arches, afeend a fteep 
road, and reach 

Lanerk ; a town that gives name to the county. Here the gallant Wallace made 
his firft effort to redeem his country from the tyranny of the Englifli; taking the place 
and flaying the governor, a man of rank t. The caftle Hood on a mount on the fouth 


* Frol [Tart, lib. I. c. 2 t b 
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fide of the town; and not far to the eaft, is a ruined church, perhaps belonging to the 
convent of Francifcans, founded by Robert Bruce, in 1314* 

Not very tar from Lanerk are the celebrated falls of the Clyde, the mod diftant 
are about a half hour's ride, at a place called Coi-y-Lin; and are feen to mod ad¬ 
vantage from a ruinous pavilion in a gentleman’s garden, placed in a lofty fituation. 
The cataraft is full in view, feen over the tops of trees and bulhes, precipitating itfelf 
for an amazing way, from rock to.rock, with fhort interruptions, forming a rude Hope 
of furious foam. The fides are bounded by vaft rocks, clothed on their tops with 
trees; on the fumtnit and very verge of one is a ruined tower, and in front a wood, 
overtopt by a verdant hill. 

A path condufts the traveller down to the beginning of the fall, into which projects 
a high rock, in floods infulated by the waters, and from the top is a tremendous view 
of the furious dream. In the clifts of this favage retreat the brave Wallace is faid 
to have concealed himfelf, meditating revenge for his injured country. 

On regaining the top the walk is formed near the verge of the rocks, which on 
both fides are perfeftly mural and equidiftant, except where they overhang ; the river 
is pent up between them at a diftance far beneath ; not running, but rather Aiding 
along a ftony bottom Doping the whole way. The fummits of the rock are wooded j 
the fides fmooth and naked, the ftrata narrow and regular, forming a ftupendous 
natural mafonry. After a walk of above half a mile on the edge of this great chafm, 
on a fudden appears the great and bold fall of Boniton, in a foaming flieet, far-pro- 
jefting into a* hollow, in which the water fhews a violent agitation, and a far- 
extending mill; arifes from the furface. Above that is a fecond great fall j two leffer 
fucceed ; beyond them the river winds, grows more tranquil, and is feen for a 
confiderable- way, bounded on one fide by wooded banks, on the other by rich and 
fwelling fields. 

Return the fame way to Lanerk; milch barley, oats, peas, and potatoes are raifed 
about the town, and fome wheat j the manure molt in ufe is a white marl, full of 
{hells, found about four feet below the peat, in a ftratum five feet and a half thick; 
it takes effeft after the firft year, and produces vaft crops. Numbers of horfes are 
bred here, which at two years old are fent to the mar flies of Ayrfliire, where they are 
kept till they are fit for ufe. 

June 9. Again pafs over the bridge of Lanerk, in order to vifit the great fall of 
Stone-biers,-about a mile from the town : this has more of the horrible in it than either 
of the other two, and is feen with more difficulty ; it confifts of two precipitous cata- 
rafts falling one above the other into a vaft chafm, bounded by lofty rocks, forming 
an amazing theatre to the view of thofe who take the pains to defcend to the bottom. 
Between this and Cory-Lin is another fall called Dundofflin; but being fatiated for 
this time with the noife of waters, we declined the fight of it. 

Return over the bridge, and walk to Cartland-crags; a zig-zag den of great ex¬ 
tent, bounded by rocks of a very uncommon heighr, and alrnoft entirely clothed with 
trees. It is a place of laborious accels from above, to difficult is it amidft the fbade of 
trees to find a way free from precipice, lhe bottom is watered by the river Moufe j 
and the lides, at every fliort turn, finely varied with the different appearance of rock, 
wood, and precipice. Emerge into the open fpace ; remount our horfes, and ride for 
fome miles along a rich vale, with the Clyde paffiug along the bottom ; all parts are 
rich in corn, meadows, orchards, and groves. Crofs the Nathan. At Nathan foot, 
gain the heights, which are far lefs fertile j and, after going over the river Avon, reach 
the town of Hamilton. 
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The original name of this place, or the lands about it, was Cadzow, or Cadyow, a 
barony granted to an anc'eftor of the noble owner on the following occafion : In the 
time of Edward II. lived Sir Gilbert de Hamilton, or Hampton*, an Engliihman of 
rank, who, happening at court to ipcak in praile of Robert Bruce, received on the oc¬ 
cafion an infult from John de Spenfer, chamberlain to the King, whom he fought and 
flew; dreading the refentment of that potent family he fled to the Scottifli monarch, 
who received him with open arms, and ettabli filed him at the place the family now poi- 
fefles; whole name in after-times was changed from that of Cadzow to Hamilton; and 
in 1445 the lands were erc&ed into a lordfiiip, and the then owner Sir James, fat in 
parliament as Lord Hamilton. 

The lame nobleman founded the collegiate church at Hamilton in 1451, for a pro- 
voft and feveral prebendaries. The endowment was ratified at Rome by the pope’s 
bull* which he went in perfon to procure J. 

The old caflle of Hamilton being pofleffed by certain of the name who had been 
guilty of the deaths of the Earls of Lenox and Murray, was on the 19th of May 1579 
Surrendered ; and, by the order of the king and council, entirely demolifted jj- 

Hamikon houfe, or palace, is at the end of the town j a large difagreeable pile, with 
two deep wings at right angles with the centre; the gallery is of great extent, fur- 
niflied (as well as fome other rooms) with mod excellent paintings. 

That of Daniel in the lions’ den, by Rubens, is a great performance: the fear and 
devotion of the prophet is finely exprelfed by the uplifted face and eyes, his clafped 
hands, his fwelling mufcles, and the violent extenfion of one foot: a lion looks fiercely 
at him, with open mouth, and feems only reftrained by the Almighty Power from mak¬ 
ing him fall a vi&un to his hunger: and the deliverance of Daniel is more fully marked 
by the number of human bones fcattered over the floor, as if to ftiew the inftant fate of 
others, in whole favour the Deity did not interfere. 

The marriage feaft, by Paul Veronefe, is a fine piece; and the obflinacy and refift- 
ance of the intruder, who came without the wedding garment, is ftrongly expreffed. 

The treaty of peace between England and Spain, in the reign of James L, by Juan de 
Pantoxa, is a good hiftorical picture. There are fix envoys on the part of the Spa¬ 
niards, and five on that of the Englifli, with the names inferibed over each: the En- 
glilh are the Earls of Dorfet, Nottingham, Devonfliire, Northampton, and Robert 
Cecil. 

Earls of Lauderdale and Lanerk fettling the covenant; both in black, with faces full 
of puritanical folenmity. 

James, Marquis of Hamilton, and Earl of Cambridge, in black, by Vanfomer. This 
nobleman was high in favour with James VL, knight of the garter, lord high fteward 
of the houfliold, and lord high commifiioner of the parliament • and fo much in the 
efteem and affection of his matter as to excite the jealoufy of Buckingham. He died 
in 1625, at the early age of thirty-three. Such fytnptoms ^ attended his death, that 
the public attributed it to poifon, and aferibed the infamy to the duke. 

His fon James, Duke of Hamilton, with a blue ribband and white rod. A principal 
leader of the prelbyterian party in the reign of Charles I., dark, uncommunicative, cun¬ 
ning. He managed the trull repofed in him in fuch a manner as to make his politics 
fufpected by each faction; and notwithftanding he was brought up in the fchool of 
Guftavus Adolphus in a military capacity, his condutt was ftill more contemptible: he 

* Tn LeiceRerfhire, vide Burton’s Hift. of that county, p. 126. Buchanan, viii. c. 49. 

$ Crawford’s Peetage, 119. || Moyfes, 34, $ Wilfon, 2S5. 
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ruined the army he faintly led into England, rather to make his royal mailer fubfervient 
to the defign of the Scots, than to do his inajelly any real fervice. Was fliamefully 
taken, and ended his days upon a fcaffold. 

Next to his is the portrait of his brother, and fticeeflor to the title, William Earl of 
Lanerk, who behaved at the battle of Worcefter with genuine heroifm, was mortally 
wounded, and died with every fentiment of cahnnefs arid piety ; regretting the enthu- 
fiafm of his younger days, and his late appearance in the royal caufe. 

James Duke of Hamilton, who fell in the duel with Lord Mohun. The firfi: a leader 
of the tory party in the reign of Oueen Anne ; the laft a ftrong whig: each combatant 
fell; whether the Duke died by the hands of an affaffin fecond, or whether he fell by 
thofeof his antagonift, the violence of party leaves no room to determine. 

Next appears a full length, the findt portrait in this kingdom : a nobleman in a red 
fdk jacket and trowfers; his hair fhort and grey j a gun in his hand, attended by an 
Indian boy, and with Indian feenery around : the figure feems perfectly to ftart from 
the canvas, and the aftion of his countenance, looking up, has matchlefs fpirit. It is 
called the portrait of William Earl of Denbigh, mifcalled governor of Barbadoes, His 
daughter married the firfi Duke of Hamilton, which ftrengthens the opinion of its 
being that of her father. The painter feems to have been Rubens; but from what 
circutnflance of his lordfiiip’s life he placed him in an Indian foreft, is not known. 

The old Duke of Chatelherault, in black, with the order, I think, of St. Michael, 
pendent from his neck, which he accepted with the title, and a penfion, from Francis I. 
of France, at the time he was Earl of Arran, and regent of Scotland. He was declared 
next in fucceflion to the crown, in cafe of failure of heirs in Mary Stuart; a rank that 
his feeble and unfteady conduct would have difabled him from filling with dignity. 

A head of Catherine Parr, on wood, by Holbein. 

Another, faid to have been that of Anne Bullen, very hand Tome, drafted in a ruff 
and kerchief, edged with ermine, and in a purple gown; over her face a veil, fo tran* 
fparent as not to conceal 

The bloom of young <Lfire and purple light of love. 

Maria Dei Gratia Scotorum Regina, 15S6, set. 43. A half-length : a fiiff figure, 
in a great ruff, auburn locks, oval but pretty full face, of much larger and plainer 
features than that at caAlc Braan ; a natural alteration, from the increafe of her cruel 
triage, and of her iil health ; yet (till preferves a likenefs to that portrait. I was told 
here that file lent this picture, together with a ring, a little before her execution, to the 
reprefenta'ive of the Hamilton family, as an acknowledgment of gratitude for their fuf- 
ferings in her caufe. 

Earl Morton, regent of Scotland ; a nobleman of vaft but abufed abilities ; rapacious, 
licentious, unprincipled ; reftrained by no confideration from gaining his point; intre¬ 
pid till the laft hour of his being, when he fell on the fcaffold with tbofe penitential 
horrors * that the enormous wickednefs of his paft life did naturally infpire. 

The rough reformer, John Knox, a fevere reprover of the former. The Earl at 
the funeral of Knox, in a few words delivered this honourable teftimony of his fpirit: 

There lies he who never feared the face of man. ’ 

Alexander Henderfon, a vain, infolent, and bufy minifter during the troubles of 
Charles L, who was deputed by his brethren to perfuade his Majefty to extirpate epif- 
copacy out of Scotland : but the king, an equal bigot, and better ofuift, filenccd his 

* Spot fwood, 314. Lives of the DouglsiTcs, 3515. 
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arguments; ami Henderfon, chagrined with his ill fuccefs, retired, and died of a broken 

A head of Hobbes (as a contrail to the two former), with fhort thin grey hair. 

Lord Belhaven, author of the famous fpeech againft the union. 

Philip II. a full length, with a ftrange figure of Fame bowing at his feet, with a label, 
and this motto: “ Pro merente adfto.” 

Two half-lengths, in black, one with a fiddle in his hand; the other in a grotefque 
attitude, both with the fame countenances, good, but fwarthy; miftakenly called 
David Rizzio’s, but 1 could not learn that there was any portrait of that unfortunate 

man. . . 

Irrefiftible beauty brings up the rear, in form of Mifs Mary Scott, a full length, in 
white fattin, a moll elegant figure; and thus concludes the lift with what is more pow¬ 
erful than all that has preceded ; than the arms of the warrior, the art of the politician, 
the admonitions of the churchman, or the wifdom of the philosopher. 

About a mile from the houfe, on an eminence, above a deep wooded glen, with the 
Avon at the bottom, is Chatelherault, fo called from the eftate the family once pofiefled 
in France; is an elegant banqueting-houfe, with a dog-kennel, gardens; kc. and com¬ 
mands a fine view. The park is now much inclofed ; but I am told there are ftill in it 
a few of the wild cattle of the fame kind with thofe I faw at Drumlanrig. 

Continue my journey : crofs the Clyde at Both well bridge, noted for the defeat of a 
fmall army of enthufiafts in 1679, near the place, by the Duke of Monmouth, who dif- 
tinguifned himfelf that day more by his humanity than his condu£t; but it-as probable 
he difliked a fervice againft men to whofe religious principles he had no averiion: he 
might likewife aim at future popularity in the country- 

Bothwell church was collegiate, founded by Archibald the Grim, Earl of Douglas, in 
139S, for a provoft and eight prebendaries. The outfide is faid to be incrufted with a 
thin coat of ftone, but 1 confefs it efcaped my notice. In it are interred the founder 
and his lady, daughter of Andrew Murray, ton to King David Bruce, with whom he got 
the lordlhip of Bothwell. 

The caftle, now in ruins, is beautifully feated on the banks of the Clyde: tradition 
and hiftory are filent about the founder. It is faid to have been a principal relidence 
of the Deuglaffes; and while Edward I. was in pofiefiion of Scotland, was the chief 
Ration of bis gove rnor; and after the battle of Bannockburn, was the prifon of fome o£ 
the Englifh nobility taken in that fatal field. Major * fays, that in 1337 it was taken 
by the partizans of David Bruce, and levelled to the ground. That feems a favourite 
phrafe of the hiftorian; for to me it appears to be in the fame ftate with that of Caer- 
laveroc, and was only difmantled; for in both, fome of the remaining towers have all 
the marks of the early ftyle of building. 

The prefent refidence of the family, called Bothwell houfe, is modern, built between 
ninety and a hundred years ago by the young Earl of Forfar, who was killed at the 
battle of Dunblain. lie was paternal unde to the late Duke of Douglas, who fuc- 
ceeded to the eftate. The centre is but lmall, being chiefly taken up with ft air-cafe 
and lobby. The Duke of Douglas added the wings, in which are the principal apart¬ 
ments. It ftahds very near the ancient caftle. 

On the fouth tide of the Clyde, oppofite to the caftle, are the remains of Blantyre, a 
priory of canons regular, founded before the year 1296 ; mention being made in that 
year of Frere William Priour de Blantyr f. 

* P. ajz. - f Keith, 239. 
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The country fromBothwell bridge isopen, very fertile, compofed of gentlerifmgs, 
diverfified with large plantations. Reach 

Glafgow, the belt built of any fecond-rate city I ever faw; the houfes of Hone, and 
in general well built, and many in a good tafte, plain and unafteflted. The principal 
ftreet runs eaft and weft, is near a mile and a half long, but unfortunately not ftraight; 
yet the view from the crofs, where the two other great ftreets fail into this, has an air ot 
vaft: magnificence. The tolbooth is large and handfome, with this apt motto on the front; 

H#c domus edit, pmrit* coufervat, fronorat, 
ftequitiam, paecrn^ crirmnfc, jura* probos. 

Next to that is the exchange: within is a fpacious room, with full-length portraits of 
all our monarchs frnce James !.; and an excellent one, by Ramfay, of Archibald Duke 
of Argyle in his robes as lord of feflions. However expert he might have been in the 
laws of his land, the following form of refpite to a wretched convict does not fpeak 
much in favour of his regard to decency. 

Edin r Febrf i&tb, 1728. 

« I Archibald Earl of May, do hereby prorogate and continue the life of John Rud- 
dell. writer in Edin r , to the term of Whitfunday next, and- uo longer, by G—d. 

* “ ISLAY, I. P. D.’* 

Before the exchange is a large equeftrian ftatue of King William. This is the fineft 
andbroadeft part of the ftreet: many of the houfes are built over arcades, bur too nar¬ 
row to be walked in with any conveniency. Numbers of other neat ftreets crofs this at 
right angles. 

The market-places are great ornaments to the city, the fronts being done m very fine 
tafte, and the gates adorned with columns of one or other of the orders. Some of 
thefe markets are for meal, greens, fifh or flelh: there are two for the laft which 
have conduits of water out of feveral of the pillars, fo that they are conftantly kept 
fweet and neat. Before thefe buildings were conftructed, mod of thofe articles were 
fold in the public ftreets; and even after the market-places were built, the magi ft rates 
with great difficulty compelled the people to take advantage of fuch cleanly innovations. 

Near the meal-market is the public granary, to be filled on any apprehenfum of 
fcarcity. 

The guard-houfe is in the great ftreet, where the inhabitants mount guard, and regu- 
laily do duty. An excellent police is obferved here; and proper officers attend the 
markets to prevent abufes. 

The police of Glafgow confifts of three bodies; the magiftrates with the town- 
council, the merchants houfe, and the trades houfe. The lord provoft, three bailies, 
a dean of guild, a deacon convener, a treafurer, and twenty-five council-men, compofe 
the firft. It muft be obferved that the dean of guild is chofen annually, and can con¬ 
tinue in office but two years. The fecond confifts of thirty-fix^ merchants, annually 
elefted, with the provoft and three bailies, by virtue of their office, which make the 
whole body forty. The dean of guild is head of this houfe, who, in conjunction with 
his council, four merchants, and four tradelmen (of which the preceding dean is to be 
one), holds a court every Thurfday, where the parties only are admitted to plead, alt 
lawyers being excluded. He and his council have power to judge and decree in all 
actions refpeCting trade between merchant and merchant; and thofe who refufe to fub- 
mit to their decifions are liable to a fine of five pounds. The fame officer and his 
council, with the mafter of work, can determine all difputes about boundaries, and no 
proceedings in building fhall be flopped except by him; but the plaintiff muft lodge a 
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fuffiplerit ftim in his hands to fatisfy the defendant, in cafe the firft (hould lay a ground- 
left complaint: and, to prevent delay, the dean and his affiftants are to meet on the 
fpot within twenty-four hours; and to prevent frivolous difputes, (lieuld the plaintiff 
be found not to have been aggrieved, he is lined in twenty (hillings, and the damage 
fuflained by the dday : but a^ain, fhould he imagine himfelt wronged by the decifion, 
he has power (after lodging forty (hillings in the hands of the dean) of appealing to the 
great council of the city ; and in cafe they alfo decide again ft him, the fum is forfeited 
and applied as the dean (hall think fit* The fame magistrate is alfo to fee that no en¬ 
croachments are made on the public Streets: he can order any old houfes to be pulled 
down that appear dangerous; and, 1 think, has alfo power in fome places of difpofing 
of to the belt bidder, the ground of any houfes which the owner fuflfers to He in ruins 
for three years, without attempting to rebuild, Befides thefe affairs, he fuperlmends 
the weights and meafares; punifties and fines tranfgreffors; fines all unqualified per- 
fons whoufurp the privileges of freemen ; admits burgeffes : the fines to aliens is jool, 
Scotch : and finally, he and his council may levy a tax on the guild-brethren (not ex¬ 
ceeding the above-mentioned fum at a time) for the maintenance of the wives and chil¬ 
dren of decayed brethren ; the money to be diftributed at the diferetion of the dean, 
his council, and the deacon convener. 

The third body is the trades houfe: this confifls of fifty-fix, of which the deacon 
convener is the head : there are fourteen incorporated trades, each of which has a 
deacon, who has a right to nominate a certain number of his trade, fo as to form the 
houfe : thefe manage a large (lock, maintain a great number of poor, and determine 
difputes between the trades. In this place may be mentioned, that the merchants hos¬ 
pital, founded by the merchants of. Glafgow in ifioi, has a large capital to fupport the 
poor : that the town’s hofpital contains four hundred indigent, and is fupported by the 
magi fir ates and town-council, the merchants houfe, the trades houfe, and the kirk 
lelfions. Hutchinfon’s hofpital, founded in 1642 by two brothers of that name, has a 
fund of twelve ihoufand pounds ; the town-council a revenue of fix thoufand pounds 
per annum* 

The old bridge ever the Clyde confifls of eight arches, and was bn: ft by William Rea, 
bifiiop of this fee, about four hundred years ago* A new one has been lately added of 
feven arches, with circular holes between each to carry off the fuperfluous waters in the 
great floods* This bridge deviates from the original plan, which was very elegant, and 
free from certain defedts that difgrace the prefent* 

The city of Glafgow, till very lately, was perfectly tantalized with its river: the water 
was (hallow, the channel much too wide for the ufual quantity of water that flowed 
down, and the navigation interrupted by twelve remarkable jQioals. The fecond incon- 
vemency continually increased by the wearing away of the banks, caufed by the preva¬ 
lency of the fouth-weft winds that blow here, and often with much violence, during 
more than half the year : thus what is got in breadth, is loft in depth ; and fiioals are 
formed by the lofs of water in the more contracted bed. Spring-tides do not (low 
above three feet, or neap-tides above one, at Broomydaw-quay, clofe to the town; fo 
that In dry feafons lighters are detained there for feveral weeks, or are prevented from 
arriving there, to the great detriment of the city* 

To remedy this evil, the city called in feveral engineers: at length the plan propofed 
by my old friend, Mr* John Golburne, of (Shelter, that honeft and able engineer, was 
accepted, and he entered into contract with the magiftrates of Glafgow to deepen the 
channel to feven feet at the quay, even at neap-tides* He has made confiderable pro- 
grefsin the work, and has given the flipuhted depth to within four miles of the place, 
* For 
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For a prefent relief he has deepened the intermediate fhoals, and particularly he has 
given at ieaft four feet of water immediately below the quay, in a fhoal called the Hurlt, 
which was above a quarter of a mile long, and had over it only eighteen inches of 
water. Before this improvement lighters of only thirty tons burden could reach the 
quay •, at prefent veflels of feventy come there with eafe. 

Near the bridge is the large alms-houfe, a vaft nailery, a (tone ware manufactory, 
and a great porter brewery, which fupplies feme part of Ireland * : befides thefe are 
manufactures of linens, cambricks, lawns, fuftians, tapes, and ftriped linens; fugar- 
houfes and glafs-houfes, great roperies ; vaft manufactures of ilioes, boots, and faddles, 
and all forts of horfe furniture ; alfo vaft tanneries carried on under a company who 
have 6o,oocl. capital, chiefly for the ufe of the colonifts, whofe bark is found unfit for 
tanning. The magazine of faddles, and other works refpeCting that bufinefs, is an 
amazing fight: all thefe are deftined for America, no port equalling this for the con- 
veniency of fituation, and fpeedily fupplying that market. Within fight, on the Ren¬ 
frew fide, are collieries, and much coal is exported into Ireland, and into America. 

The great import of this city is tobacco. The following ftate of that trade for the 
three laft years exhibits its vaft extent and importance: 



1769.. 

1770. 

Virginia, 

25457 hogdieads.' 

29815 

Maryland, 

9641 

8242 

Carolina, 

460 

9*3 

Total, 

35558 

38970 


So that it appears the increafe of importation from Virginia, in 1770, was 435 hogf- 
Heads, and from Carolina, 453, and that it decreafed in Maryland, 1399. But what is- 
remarkable, that in the fame year not any part of this vaft flock remained unfold ; the- 
whole being difpofed of in the following proportions 



h'ogfJu 


hogffc. 

To Ireland, 

33 ' 0 

Bremen, 

I 3°3 

France, 

15706' 

Spain, &c* 

885 

Holland* 

10637 

Norway, 

557 

Dunkirk, 

3907 ' 

Denmark, 

200 

Hamburg, 

24l6. 

America, 

16 

Total exported 

- 

- 

3793 s 


which, with 1032 fold inland, balances the account. 

In the laft year 1771, the commerce f ill improved, for from 

hogfh. 

Virginia, 35493 

* Maryland, 12530 

Carolina,' 993 


Total, 49016 


* Dublin Is extremely capable of fupplying Ireland with this liquor, but, as t am credibly informed, is 
tdmofi prohibited the attempt br a hard and impolitic^] ux. 
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The exports alfo increafed, but not in the fame proportion with thofe of laftyear : 


Ireland took 3509 tiogfh. 

France, 16098 

Holland, 14546 

Dunkirk, 5309 

Hamburg, 27S8 

Bremen, 1176 

Norway, 663 

Denmark, 390 

Spain, &c. 297 

Barbadoes, 21 


Total, 44799 

Sold inland, 1142 

45941 

So that this year it appears that there is unfold, t- 3075 

To balance the great fum of, 

49016 


But this encouraging inference may be drawn : that, not with/landing all our fquab- 
bles with the colonies, thofe of the firft importance improve in their commerce with 
their mother country : receive alfo an equal return in the manufactures of Great- 
Britain, which, they wifely diipenfe to thofe whom unavailing affodations of prohibition 
bind from an open traffick with us. 

The origin of foreign trade in this great city is extremely worthy of attention. A 
merchant, of the name of Walter Gibfon, by an adventure firft laid the foundation of its 
wealth : about the year t668 he cured and exported in a Dutch veffel, 300 bits of her¬ 
rings, each containing fix barrels, which he fent to St. Martin’s, in France, where he 
got a barrel of brandy and a crown for each: the /hip returning, laden with brandv and 
fait, the cargo was fold for a great fum: he then launched farther into bufinefs, 
bought the veffel, and two large /hips befides, with which he traded to different parts 
of Europe, and to Virginia : he alfo firfl imported iron toGlafgow, for before that time 
it was received from Sterling and Burrowftonefs, in exchange for dyed Huffs : and even 
the wine ufed in this city was brought from Edinburgh, Yet I find no flatue, no 
grateful infcripdon, to preferve the memory of Walter Gibfon ! 

Glafgow, till long after the reformation, was confined to the ridge that extends from 
the high-church, or cathedral, and the houfes trefpaffed but little on the ground on each 
fide. This place (whofe inhabitants at this time are computed to be forty thoufand) was 
fo inconfiderable, in 1357, as not to be admitted in the number of the cautionary towns 
afligned to Edward III. for the payment of the ranfome of David II *. But the revenue 
of the archbifiiop was, at the reformation, little left than a thoufand pounds fteriing per 
annum, befides feveral emoluments in corn of different kinds. Religion was, before 
that period, the commerce of our chief dries > in the fame manner as commerce is their 
religion in the prefent age- 

. Some writers attribute the foundation of this fee to St. Kentigern, in 560, and make 
him the firft bifliop: others will give him no other rank than that of a fimple faint It 
<is with more certainty known, that the cathedral was founded or refounded in 11 >6 
by John, governor to David I., and who was the firft certain bi/hop of the place * for it 
was not erected into an archbi/hopriek till 1500, when Robert Blacader had firft the 
title. 


* Anderfbn** Di£l, Commerce, i. 
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This fine church was devoted to deftruftion by the wretched minifters of 1578, who 
aflembled, by beat of drum, a multitude to effett the demolition: but the trades of the 
city taking arms, declared that they would bury under the ruins the fir ft perfon who 
attempted the facrilege ; and to this fenfible zeal are we indebted for fo great an orna¬ 
ment to the place. It is at prefent divided into three places for divine fervice ; two 
above, one beneath, and deep underground, where the congregation may truly fay,, 
clamavi ex profundis. The roof of this is fine, of Hone, and fupported by pillars, but 
much hurt by the crowding of the pews. 

In the church yard is an epitaph on a jolly phyfician, whole practice fhould be re¬ 
commended to all fuch harbingers of death, who by their terrific faces fcare the poor 
patient prematurely into the regions of eternity: 

Stay, palTenger, and’view this flone. 

For under it lies filch a one 
Who cured many while he lived; 

So gratioos he no man gntved : 

Yea when his phylick’s force oft' failed*. 

His pleafant purpofe then prevailed ; 

For of h:s God he got the grace 
To live trc mirth, and die in peace ; 

Heaven has his-foule, his corps thisftone^ 

Sigh, pafTenger, and then be gone* 

Dodor Peter Low, rtfi2* 

Befides this church are the College Church, Ramlhorn, Trone, St. Andrew’s and 
*Wint. The Englilh chapel, college chapel, a highland church, three feceding meet- 
ing-houfes, a Moravian, an independent, a methodift, an anabaptift,.a barony church, 
and one in the fuburbs of the Gorbels. 

But the moll: beautiful is that of St. Andrew's, or the New Church, whofe front 
graced with an elegant portico, does the city great credit, if it had not been disfigured 
by aflender fquare tower, with a pepper-box top; and in general the fteeples in Glas¬ 
gow are in a remarkably bad tafte, being in fa£t no favourite part of architecture with 
the church of Scotland. The infuie of that juft mentioned is finiflied not only with 
neatnefs but with elegance ; is fupported by pillars, and very prettily ftuccoed.^ It is 
one of the very few exceptions to the flovenly and indecent manner in which the houfes 
of God, in Scotland, are kept: reformation, in matters of religion, feldom obferves 
mediocrity; here it was at fir It outrageous, for a place commonly neat was deemed to 
favour of popery : but to avoid the imputation of that extreme, they, ran into another; 
for in many parts ofNorth-Britain our Lord feems ftilLlo be worlhipped in a liable, and 
often in a very wretched one; many of the churches are thatched with heath, and in. 
fome places are in fuch bad repair as to be half open at top; fo that the people appear 
to worfhip as the Druids didofold, in open temples. It is but common juliice to fay, 
that this is no fault of the clergy, or of the people, but entirely of the landed intereft ; 
who having at the reformation, fhared in the plunder of the church, were burthened 
with the building and repairing of the houfes of worfhip. It is too frequently the cafe, 
that the gentlemen cannot be induced to undertake the moll common repairs, without 
being threatened with a procefs before the lords of fefiions, or perhaps having the pro- 
cefs actually made, which is attended with odium, trouble and expence to the poor in- 
’ cuinbents. 

Near the cathedral is the ruin of the caftle, or the bilhop’s palace the great tower 
was built by John Cameron, prelate in 1426. Buchanan* relates an abfurd tale, that 

* Lib. xi. c. 25- 
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this bifhop was fummoned to the great tribunal by a loud preternatural voice; that he 
aflembled his fervants, when to their great terror the call was repeated ; and the bifliop 
died in great agonies* His offence is concealed from us, for he appears to have been a 
good and an able man. 

Archbifliop Bethuoe furrounded the palace with a fine wall, and made a batlion over 
one corner, and a tower over another. This caftte was befieged in 1544, by the regent 
Arran, in the civil difputes at that time ; who took it, and hanged eighteen of the 
ganifon, placed there by Lenox, a favourer of the reformation. 

In Glafgow were two religious houfes and an hofpital. One of Dominicans, founded 
by the bithop and chapter in 1279, and another of Obfervantmes in 1476, by John 
Laing, bifliop of Glafgow, and Thomas Forfyth, reftor of the college. 

The univerfity was founded in 1450, James II., Pope Nicholas V. gave the Bull, but 
bifliop Turnbull fupplied the money. It confifts of one college, a large building with a 
handfome front to the ftreet, refembling fome of the old colleges in Oxford. Charles 
I, fubferibed 200I. towards this work, but was prevented from paying it by the enfuing 
troubles; but Cromwell afterwards fulfilled the defign of the royal donor. Here are 
about four hundred (Indents who lodge in the town, but the profeffors have good 
houfes in the college, where young gentlemen may be boarded, and placed more im¬ 
mediately under the profefforis eye, than tliofe that live in private houfes. An inconve- 
niency that calls loudly for reformation. 

The library is a very handfome room, with a gallery, fupported by pillars ; and is wed 
furnifhed with books. That beneficent nobleman, thefirft Duke of Chandos, when he 
vifited the college, gave 500I. towards building this apartment. 

In poffefTion of the college is a very Angular verfion of the bible, by the Rev, 
Zachary Boyd, a worthy, learned and pious divine of this city, who lived about a cen¬ 
tury and a half ago, and dying, bequeathed to this feminary of knowledge his fortune, and 
all his manuferipts, but not on condition of printing his poem as is vulgarly imagined. 
It is probable that he adapted his verfe to the intellects of his hearers, the only exeufe 
;for the variety of grofs imagery, of which part of the foliloquy of Jonas in the fiffh’s 
belly, will be thought a fufficient fpecimen ; 

What houfe is this ? hereVneither cast! nor candle,; 

Where I nothing but guts of fifties handle, 

I and my table are both here Within. 

Where day ne'er dawn'd, where fun did never ftirre. 

The like of this on earth man never faw, 

A living tnan within a monitor's maw l 

Buryed under mountains, which are high and ftcep 1 

Plunged under waters hundred fathoms deep ! 

Not fo was Noah In his houfe of tree. 

For through a window he the light did fee.; 

He failed above the highcfl waves: a wonder, 

1 and my boat are all the waters under ? 

He and his ark might go and alfo come ; 

But I fit flill in Inch a ftraiPncd room 
As is moft uncouth ; head and feei together. 

Among fuch greafe as would a thoufand fmolher; 

Where I imombed in melancholy fink, 

'.Choakcd, fu flu cate with excrement al flirtk ! 

Meffrs. Robert and Andrew Foulis, printers and bookfellers to the univerfity, have 
inftituted an academy for painting and engraving ; and like good citizens, zealous to 
•promote the welfare and honour of their native place, have, at vaft expence, formed a 
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mo ft numerous collection of paintings from abroad, in order to form the tafte of their 
eleves. 

The printing is a confiderable branch of bufmefs, and has long been celebrated for 
the beauty of the types, and the correttaefs of the editions. Here are preferred, in 
cafes, numbers of monumental, and other ftones, taken out of the walls on the Ro¬ 
man ftations in this part of the kingdom : forne are well cut and ornamented : moft ot 
them were done to perpetuate the memory of the vexillatio, or party, who performed 
fuch or fuch works ; others in memory of officers who died in the country. Many of 
thefe fculptures were engraven at the ex pence of the univerfity ; whole principal did me 
the honour of prefenting me with a fet. 

The iff plate is very beautiful: a victory, reclined on a globe, with a palm in one 
hand, a garland in the other; a pediment above, fupported by two fluted pila Hers, with 
Corinthian capitals: beneath is a boar, a common animal in fculptures found in Britain, 
probably becaufe they were in plenty in our forefts. Both thefe are in honour of the 
Emperor Antoninus Pius. 

None is more inflrufttve than that engraven in plate III, on which appears a vi&ory 
about to crown a Roman horfeman, armed with a fpear and lhield. Beneath him are 
two Caledonian captives, naked, and bound with little daggers, like the modem dirks, 
by them. On another compartment of the ftone is an eagle and fea-goat, to denote 
forne viftory gained in the courfe of their work near the fea : for it was devoted by a 
party of the Legio fecunda Augufla, on building a certain portion of the wall. 

The XVIth is monumental: the figure is very elegant, reprefenting one gracefully 
recumbent, drefted in a lool'e robe : beneath is a wheel, denoting, that at the time of his 
death he was engaged with a party on the road : and by him is an animal, refembling 
the Mufimon or Siberian goat. 

In this ftreet is the houfe where Henry Darnly lodged, confined by a dangerous illnefs, 
fufpc&ed to arife from poifon, adminiftered at the inftigation of Bothwel). Here the 
unhappy prince received a vifit from Mary Stuart, and took the fatal refolution of re¬ 
moving to Edinburgh. This fudden return of her affedion, her blandifhments to en- 
veigle him from his father and friends, and his confequential murder, are circumftances 
unfavourable to the memory of this unfortunate princefs. 

June 11. Take boat at the quay; and after a pafliige of four miles down the Clyde, 
reach the little flying houfe of Mr. Golborne, now fixed on the Northern bank, com¬ 
manding a mod elegant view of part of the county of Renfrew, theoppofite fhore. 
After breakfaft furvey the machines for deepening the river which were then at work: 
they are Galled ploughs, are large hollow cafes, the back is of call iron, the two ends of 
wood ; the other fide open. Thefe are drawn erofs the river by means of capftans, 
placed on long wooden frames or flats ; and oppofite to each other near the banks of 
the river. Are drawn over empty, returned with the iron fide downwards, which 
ferapes the bottom, and brings up at every return half a ton of gravel, depofiting it oil 
the bank: and thus twelve hundred tons are cleared every, day. Where the river is too 
wide, the flrores are oontrafted by jetties. 

Proceed down the river; on the left the water of Inchinnan opens to view ; the prof- 
peft up the moft elegant and the fofteft of any in North Britain ; the expanfe is wide 
and gentle; the one bank bare, the other adorned with a fmall open grove. A little 
ifle tufted with trees divides the water; beyond the fine bridge of Inchinnan receiving 
the united rivers of the white and black Cart, and the town and fpire of Paifley, 
backed by a long and fertile range of rifing land, clofe the feene. 
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On the right is a chain of low hills, Camfey fells, running 1 ST. W. and S. E, diverg¬ 
ing N, E. and advancing to the water fide, terminating with the rock of Dunbuc, that 
almoft reaches to the Clyde* 

Pafs under Kirkpatric, where the river is about a quarter of a mile broad ; at this 
place is a conflderable manufafture of all forts of hufbandry tools, began about four 
years ago; but it is far more celebrated for being the fuppofed termination of the Roman 
wall, or Graham’s dike, built under the aufpices of Antoninus Pius, Not the lead 
relique is to be feen here at prefent ; but about a mile and a half to the eaftward on a 
rifing ground above the bridge of the burn of Dalmure, near the village of Duntocher, 
are the veftiges of a fort and watch-tower, with a very deep fofs. The houfes in the 
village appear to have been formed out of the'ruins,fcr many of the ftones arefmoothed 
on the fide;, and on one are the letters N. E. R, O. very legible. This wall was 
guarded with fmall forts from end to end, that is to fay,from near Kirkpatric to within two 
miles of Abercorn, or, as Bede calls it, the monaftery of Abereurnig, or the Firth of 
Forth, a fpace of thirty-fix miles eight hundred and eighty-fovea paces; of thefe forts 
ten are planned by the ingenious Mr* Gordon, and numbers of the infcriptions found 
in them, engraven* This great work was performed by the foldiery under Lollius 
Urbicus, lieutenant of Antoninus, in purfuance of the plan before pointed out by the 
great Agricola, who garrifoned the whole fpace between the two firths, removing, as it 
was, the barbarians into another id and 

Ireland wall fcarce forgive m€ if I am filent about the birth-place of its tutelar faint. 
He firft dre\y breath at Kirkpatric, and derived his name from his father, a noble Ro¬ 
man (a Patrician) who fled hither in the time of perfecurion* St. Patric took on him- 
felf the charge of Ireland; founded there 365 churches, ordained 365 bifhops, 3000 
priefis, converted 12000 perfons in one diftrift, baptized feven kings at once, efta- 
blifhed a purgatory, and with his fluff at once expelled every reptile that flung or 
croaked. 

Somewhat lower, on the fame fide, Dtmglafs projects into the water, and forms a 
round bay. On the point is a ruined fort, perhaps on the file of a Roman; for prob¬ 
ably the wall might have ended here, as at this very place the water is deep, and at all 
times unfordable by foot or horfe. The fort was blown up in j 640, as feme fay, by the 
defperate treachery of an Englifli boy, page to the Earl of Haddington, who, with 
numbers of people of rank, were iniferably deftroyedf- Below this the river widens, 
and Begins to have the appearance of an seftuary : the feene varies into other beauties ; 
the hills are rocky, but cloathed at the bottom by ranges of woods, and numbers of pretiy 
villas grace 'the country, Dunbuc makes now a conflderable figure : the plain of 
Dumbarton opens; the vaft and ftrange bicapitated rock, with the fortrefs, appears full 
in front ; the town and its fpire beyond ; the fine river Leven on one fide, and the vaft 
mountains above Loch-Imnond, and the great bafe and fearing top of Ben-lomond clofe 
the view* 

The Roman fleet, in all probability, had Its fiat ion under Dunbarton : the Glota or 
Clyde, has there fufficient depth of water ; the place was convenient and fecure ; near 
the end of the wall, and covered by the fort at Dunglafs ; the pharos on the top of the 
great rock is another ltrong proof that the Romans made it their harbour, for the 
water beyond is impaffable for fliips, or any veffols of large burden. 


# Tacitus. 
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After a long conteft with a violent adverfe wind, and very turbulent water, pafs 
under, on the S. fhore, Newark} a caftellated houfe, with round towers. Vifit Port- 
Glafgow, a confiderable town, with a great pier, and numbers of large fliips: de¬ 
pendent on Glafgow, a creation of that city, fince the year 1668, when it was pur- 
chafed from Sir Patric Maxwell of Newark, houfes built, a harbour formed, and the 
cuftom-houfe for the Clyde eftablifhed. 

Proceed two miles lower to Greenock, anciently called the bay of St. Lawrence; a 
place dill more confiderable for its {hipping than the former; and like the other a port 
of Glafgow, twenty-two miles diftant from it. The Firth here expands into a fine 
baton, four miles wide, and is land-locked on all fides. Dine here, contract for a vef- 
fel for my intended voyage, and return to Glafgow at night. 

June 12. Crofs the new bridge, at whofe fooc on that fide is Gorbel, a fort of fuburbs 
to Glafgow.- The county of Lanerkftill extends three miles down the riverj but after 
afliort ride, I enter the fhire of Renfrew. 

Leave on the left the hill of Langfide, noted for the battle in 1568 ; which decided 
the fortune of Mary Stuart, and precipitated her into that fetal ftep of deferring her 
country, and flinging herfelf into an eighteen years captivity, terminating in the lofs of 
her head, the difgrace of the annals of her glorious rival. Ride through a fine coun¬ 
try to C.ruickfton cattle, feated on the fummit of a little hill j now a mere fragment, 
only a part of a fquare tower remaining of a place of much magnificence, when in its 
full glory. The fituation is delicious, commanding a view of a well-cultivated tra£t, 
divided into a multitude of fertile little hills. 

This was originally the property of the Crocs, a potent people in this county; but 
in the reign of Malcolm II. was conveyed, by the marriage of the heirefs, daughter 
of Robert de Croc, into the family of Stuarts, in after-times earls and dukes of Lenox, 
who had great pofleffions in thefe parts. To this place Henry Darnly retired with his 
enamoured queen, Cruicktton being then, as Cliefden in the time of Villiers, 

The feat of wantonnefs and love. 

Here fame fays that Mary firft refigned herfelf to the arms of her beloved, beneath a 
great yew, ftill exiftingj but no loves would finile on joys commenced beneath the 
ihade of this funereal tree j the hour was unpropitious, 

I He dies primus Letht, prim usque malorum, catifa fiut. 

It was even fatd* that Mary, unconfdousof events* ftruck a coin on the occafion, 
with the figure of the fatal tree, honored with a crown, and diflfoguiflied by the motto, 
ct Dat gloria vires.” But I have opportunity of contradicting this opinion from an ex¬ 
amination of the coins themfelves, whofe dates are 1565, 1566, and 1567!, The 
tree is evidently a palm, circumfcribed, fiC Exurgat Deus, difiipentur inimici ejus.” 
Pendent from the boughs, is the motto above cited, which is part of the following 
lines taken from Propertius, alluding to a fnail climbing up the body of the tree, a 
modeit companion of the honors that Henry Darnly received by the union with his 
royal fpoufe; 

Magnum her nfeendo, fed dat mibi gloria Yi'res, 

Non ju vat ex facili, ku corona jugo. 

Lib. |V> EL 

* Bifhop Nlcliolfonk Scotti/h Library, 375, 
f See nlfo Anderfonk Coins, tab. i frf- 

I T 2 


Vifit 


544 PENNANT'S SECOND TOUR IN SCOTLAND. 

Vifit Paifley, a confiderable but irregularly built town; at the diftanceof two miles 
from Cruickuon, fix miles weft of Giafgow, two miles fouth-weft of Renfrew, and 
fourteen fouth-cait of Greenock, It was erected into a burgh of barony in the year 
1488, and the affairs of the community are managed by three bailies, of which the 
eldeft is commonly in the commiffion of the peace, a treafurer, a town-clerk, and fe- 
venteen eounfellors, who are annually ele&ed upon the firft Monday after Michaelmas, 
It ftands on both fides the river Cart, over which it has three ftone bridges, each of 
two arches: the river runs from fouth to north, and empties itfelf into the Clyde, 
about three miles below the town: at fpring-tides veffels of forty tons burthen come 
up to the quay ; and, as the magiftrates are now clearing and deepening the river, it 
is hoped that ft ill larger may hereafter get up. The communication by water is of 
great importance to the inhabitants, for fending their goods and manufactures to Port- 
Giafgow and Greenock, and, if they chufe it, to Giafgow; and betides, was the 
grand canal finished, they will have an eafy communication with the Firth of Forth, as 
the canal joins the Clyde about three or four miles north of Paiiley* 

Notwithftanding its antiquity, this town was of little confequence till within thefe lafi 
fifty years ; before that period fcarce any other manufacture was carried on but coarfe 
Jinen checks, and a kind of ftriped cloth called Bengals; both which have long been 
given up here; while thefe were the only manufacture, the inhabitants leem to have 
had no turn for enlarging their trade, for their goods were expofed to falein the week¬ 
ly market, and chiefly bought up by dealers from Giafgow : lb me of them, however, 
who travelled into England to fell Scots manufactures, picked up a more general 
knowledge of trade, and having faved a little money, fettled at home, and thought of 
eftablifhing other branches ; to which they were the more encouraged, as their acquaints 
ance in England was like to be of great ufe to them. 

About fifty years ago the making of white ftitching threads was firft introduced into 
the weft country by a private gentlewoman, Mrs. Millar, of Bargarran, who, very much 
to her own honour, imported a twill-mill, and other neceffary apparatus, from Hol¬ 
land, and carried on a final! manufacture in her own family: this branch, nowoffuch 
general importance to Scotland, was foon after eftabliflied inPaifley; where it has ever 
fmee been on the increafe, and has now diffufed itfelf over all parts of the kingdom* 
In other places girls are bred to it; here they may be rather faid to be bom to it; as al- 
nioft every family makes fome threads, or have made formerly. It is generally com¬ 
puted, that, in the town and neighbourhood, white threads are annually made to the 
amount of from 40 to 50,cool. 

The manufacture of lawns, under various denominations, is alfo carried on here to 
a confiderable amount, and to as great perfection as in any part of Europe. Vaft 
quantities of foreign yarn are annually imported from France, Germany, &c, for this 
branch, as only the lower priced kinds can be made of our home manufactured yarn. 
It is thought the lawn branch here amounts to about 70,000k annually. The filk 
gauze has alfo been eftabliftied here, and brought to the utmoft perfection; it is wrought 
to an amazing.variety of patterns; for fueh is the ingenuity of our weavers, that nothing 
in their branch^ too hard for them. It is commonly reckoned that this branch amounts 
to about 60,000k annually. 

A mamifa&ure of ribbons has, within thefe twelve months, been eftabliflied here, 
and both flowered and plain are made, in every refpeft as good as in any place in Eng¬ 
land, In thefe different branches a great number of people are employed, many of 
them boys and girls, who muft ctherwife have been idle for fome years. It mull: be 
extremely agreeable to every man who vrifhes well to his country, to fee in the fiunmer 
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feafon, both Tides of the river* and a great many other fields about town* covered with 
cloth and threads ; and to hear* at all'feafons, as he pafles along the ft reels, the indul- 
trious and agreeable noife of weaver’s looms and twift-mills. The late unfortunate 
fhgnation of trade has been felt here, as well as in mo ft other parts of the ifland; but 
it is hoped, if things were a little more fettled, trade will revive, and the mduftrious 
artificers be again all employed. 

Befides thefe general manufactures, feveral others of a more local kind are carried 
on here; there is a very confiderable one of hard-foap and tallow candles, both of 
which are efteemed excellent of their kinds, as the gentlemen concerned fpared no 
expence to bring their manufacture to perfection: their candles, efpedally their mould¬ 
ed ones, are reckoned the beft and moft elegant that have been made in Scotland, and 
great quantities of them are fent to England and to the Weft Indies* They are made 
after the Kenfington manner, and with this view they had a man from London, at very 
high wages. There are alfo two tanning works in town, and a copperas work in the 
neighbourhood. 

Before the year 1735, the whole people in the parifh, town and country, faid their 
prayers in one church, and the reverend and learned Mr, Robert Miller difeburged 
the whole duties of the paftoral office for many years without an affiftant ; but fmee 
that period the town has increafed fo much, that befides the old church there are now 
two large ones, and two feceding meeting-houfes. The church fir ft built, called the 
Laigh, or low-church, is in form of a Greek crofs, very well laid out, and contains a 
great number of people: the other called the high church, is a very fine building, and 
as it ftands on the top of a hill, its lofty ftone fpire is feen at a vaft diftance the church 
is an oblong fquare, of eighty-two feet by fixty-two, within the walls, built of free- 
flone, well fmoothed, having ruflic corners, and an elegant ftone cornice at top : though 
the area is fo large, it has no pillars; and the feats and lofts are fo well laid out, that 
though the church contains about three thoufand people, every one of them fees the 
minifter: in the conftruftion of the roof, (which is a pavillion, covered with flatej 
having a platform covered with lead on the topj there is fometbing very curious; it is 
admired by every man of tafte, and with the whole building, was planned and condudi¬ 
ed by the late very ingenious Eaillie Whyte, of this place. The town houfe is a very 
handibme building of cut-Done, with a tall fpire and a clock: part of it is let for an 
inn, the reft is ufed a*s a prifon and court-rooms; for here the fiieriff-courts of the coun¬ 
ty are held* The fleffi-market has a genteel front of cut-ftone, and is one of the neat- 
eft and moft commodious of the kind in Britain; butchers’ meat, butter, cheefe, fifh, 
wool, and feveral other articles, are fold here by what they call the tron-pound of 
twenty-two Englifli ounces and a half. The poor-houfe is a large'building, very well 
laid out, and {lands oppofite to the quay, in a fine free air ; it is fupported by a fmall 
tax, impofed upon the inhabitants quarterly. There are at prefent in the houfe above 
fixty, of which number about thirty-fix are boys and girls, who are carefully educated, 
and the boys put out to bufinefs at the expence of the houfe. Befides thefe, many 
out-penfioners have weekly fupplies. Moft of the mechanics and artificers in town, 
and feveral others, that fall not under thefe denominations, have formed theuifelves 
into fociefies, and have eltabbfhed funds for the aid of their dill refled members ; theis 
funds are generally well managed, and of very great benefit to individuals. 

The old part of the town runs from eaft to weft upon the fouth flope of a ridge of 
hilts, from which there is a pleafant and very extenfive profpeft of the city of G lar¬ 
go w, and the adjacent country on all fides, but to the fouth ward, where the view ter¬ 
minates on a ridge of green hills, about two miles diftant. Including the late buildings 
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and fuburbs, It is about an Englifli mile long, and much about the fame breadth* So 
late as the year 17465 by a very accurate furvey, it was found to contain fcarce four 
thoufand inhabitants; but It is now thought to have no fewer than from ten to twelve 
thoufond, all ages included* The Earl of Abercorn’s burial place Is by much the 
grcateft curiofity in Paidey : it is an old Gothic chapel, without pulpit or pew, or any 
ornament whatever ; but has the fineft echo perhaps in the world : when the end-door 
(the only one it has) is fliut, the noife is equal to a loud and not very diftant clap of 
thunder ; if you ftrike a (ingle note of mufic, you hear the found gradually afcending, 
till it dies away, as if at an immenfe diftance, and all the while diffufmg icfelf through 
the circumambient air : if a good voice fmgs, or a muficai indruinent is well played 
upon, the eftefl: is inexpreffibly agreeable. In this chapel is the monument of Marjory 
Bruce: die lies recumbent, with her hands clofed, in the attitude of prayer: above 
was once a rich arch, with fculptures of the arms, &c. Her fiery is Angular: (he was 
daughter of Robert Bruce, and wife of Walter, great deward of Scotland, and mother 
of Robert If, In the year 1317, when die was big with child, die broke her neck in 
hunting near this place : the Cefarran operation was inftantly performed, and the 
child taken out alive ; but the operator chancing to hurt one eye with his indrument, 
occadoned the blemilh that gave him afterwards the epithet of Blear-eye; and the 
monument is alfo ftyled that of Queen Bleary, In the fame chapel were interred Eliza¬ 
beth Muir and Euphemia Rofs, both conforts to the fame monarch : the brft died before 
his accefllon. 

About half a mile fouth-weft of Paidey lies Maxwelton : a very neat little village, 
erected fmee the year 1746, where the manufactures Of filk gauze are carried on to a 
confiderable extent. 

There is fcarce a vedige remaining of the monaftery, founded in 1160, by Walter 
fon of Allan, cc Daplfer Regis Scotise pro anima quondam regis David etanima Henrici 
“ regis Anglic et anima eomitis Henrici et pro falute corporis et animae Malcolmi et 
pro animabus omnium parentium meorum, et benefaftorum nec non et mei ipfius 
falute, The monks, who were in drafted with this weighty charge, were firft 

of the order of Cluniacs, afterwards changed to Cifterciaus; and laftly, the firft order 
was again reftored* 

The garden wall, a very noble and extenfive one of cut done, conveys fome idea of 
the ancient grandeur of the place : by a rude infeription, dill extant, on the north-weft 
comer, it appears to have been built by George Shaw, the abbot, in the year 1484, the 
fame gentleman who four years after procured a charter for the town of Paidey. The 
infeription is too lingular to be omitted : 

Thy calllt the abbot George of Shaw, 

About my abbey gart make this waw 
An hundred four hundredth seear 
Eighty-four the date but weir. 

Pray for his fair at ion 

That laid this noble foundation. 

As the great Rewards of Scotland were their patrons anti bonefaftors, they enjoyed 
ample privileges, and very confiderable revenues; they were the patrons of no fewer 
than thirty-one parifhes, in different parts of the kingdom. The monks of this abbey 
wrote a chronicle of Scots affairs, called the black-book of Paifley, an authentic copy of 
which is faid to have been burnt in the abbey of Holyrood-houfe, during Cromwell’s 
ufurpatkm : another copy taken from Mr. Robert Spottifwood’s library, was carried to 
England by General Lambert. The chartu!ary of the monaftery is faid to be ftill ex- 
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tant; the account of the charters, bulls of confirmation, donations, &c- is brought 
down to the year 1548. John Hamilton, the laft abbot, was natural brother to the 
Duke of Hamilton, and, upon his promotion to the fee of St. Andrew’s, in 154C, re- 
•fl^ned ths abbacy of Paificy in favour of Lord Clnud Haoulton, tliird fon O; 
Duke- which refutation was afterwards confirmed by Pope Julius III. in the year 
i^e-.’ This Lord 1 Claud Hamilton, titular abbot of Paifley, upon the diffolution of 
the monafteries obtained from King James the Vlth, a charter, erecting the lands be¬ 
longing to the abbacy into a temporal lordlhip ; this charter is dated at Edinburgh, 
July 29, 1587- He was, by the fame prince, created a peer, in 1391, by the title of 
Lord Paifley, and died in 16a 1. In 1604 his eldelt fon had been created Lord Aber¬ 
corn, and in 16o6 was raifed to the dignity of an Earf. The family is now represented 
by the Right Lion. James Earl of Abercorn, Baron Hamilton ofStraban,; in Ireland, &c. 
The lordlhip of Paifley was difpofed of to the Earl of Angus, in the year 1652, and By 
him to William Lord Cochran, afterwards Earl of Dundonald, in 1653, in which 
family it continued till the year 1764, when the prefent Earl of Abercorn re-purchafed 
the paternal inheritance of his family. The abbey-church, when entire, has been a 
errand building, in form of a crofs; the great north window is a noble ruin, the arch 
very lofty, the middle pillar wonderfully light, and flill entire: only the chancel now 
remains, which is divided into a middle and two flde-aifles; ail very lofty pillars, with 
Gothic arches; above thefe is another range of pillars, much larger, being the fegment 
of a circle, and above a row of arched niches, from end to end ; over which the roof 
ends in a fiiarp point. The outflde of the building is decorated with a profufion of or¬ 
naments, efpecially the great well and north doors, than which fcarce any thing 
lighter or richer can be imagined. 

But notwithftanding poppry and epifcopacy were expelled this country, yet fuper- 
ftition and credulity kept full poffeflion in thefe parts. In 1697 twenty poor wretches 
were condemned for the imaginary crime of witchcraft, and five actually fuffered at the 
flake on June 1 oth in the fame year *. One young-and handfome ; to whom is attri¬ 
buted the heroic reply mentioned in my former volume f. So deep was the folly of 
excefs in belief rooted here, that full credit ferns to have been given to an account that 
one of the condemned (a wizz ard^) was ftrangled in his chair by the devil, I fuppofc 
left he lhould-make a confellion to the detriment of the fervice. 

The veftiges of the Roman camp at Paifley, are at prefent almoft annihilated. Of 
the outworks mentioned by Camden, there are no traces of any excepting one, for at a 
place called Caftle Head, are flill left a few marks, but nothing entire. There had 
been a military road leading to the camp, which is luppofed to have been the vanduara 


Continue my journey towards Renfrew. On the road fee a mount or tumulus, 
with a fofs round the bale, with a Angle ftone ere&ed on the top- Near this place was 
defeated and Run Sumerled Thane of Argyle, who in 1159, with a great army of 
banditti, cnllefted from Ireland % and other parts, landed in. the bay of St. Laurence, 
and led them in rebellion againft Malcolm IV. That this mount was raifed in memory 


* Narrative of the diabolical pra&ices of above twenty wtzzards, &c. prated 1697. 

+ The -id at Warhol made a icplyequally great Her perfecutors had only one circumltance agnnit 
her: that ^concealing hcrfelf, for when the mob came to feixe her mother, file hid herfdf m the coal-hole. 
On her trial the by (lander* pitying her youth and innocence, advifed her to plead her belly ‘ he replied 
with the utmoft Rim, that notwitliftandtng they had power to put her to death ; they never Ihould make 
Jrer deftroy iher reputation by To infamous a pica, 
t Major, } 33. 
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of fo fignal an event is not improbable* efpeeially as we are told by a mofl refpeftabfo 
writer *, that his troops retired unmolefted j therefore might have leifure to fling up 
this ufual tribute to the honour of their leader. 

Reach Renfrew the county town, now an in confiderable place. Robert II. had a pa¬ 
lace here, which flood on a piece of ground of about half an acre, ftill called the Caflle 
hill; but nothing remains but the ditch which furrounded it. This monarch firft made 
Renfrew an independent fheriffdem, for before it was joined to that of Lanerk, 

Pafs by the tower of Inch, or file fo called, from its once having been, as tradition 
fays, iurrounded by the Clyde, Mr. Crawford, in his hiflory of the county informs us, 
it had been the property of the barons Rofs of Hauikhead, 

All the land in thefe parts excellent, but moft ill and flovenly drefled, Crofs the 
Clyde, pafs by Partic, a village where the bakers of Glafgow have very confiderable 
mills on the water of Kelvin, and a great tract of land, at prefent valued at ten thou¬ 
sand pounds; originally granted to them by the regent Murray, in reward for their 
fendces in fupplying his anny with bread previous to the decifive battle of Langfide, 
Return again to Glafgow. 

Jane 13 , Set out in company with Mr. Golborne for Loch Lomond, Pafs for a 
lew miles over a pleafant country, hilly, well cultivated, and often prettily planted* 
and thick Jet with neat villas. Go over the fite of the Roman wall, near Bemulie, 
where had been a confiderable fort, whofe plan is engraven by Mr. Gordon. Crofs the 
Kelvin, and enter the fhire of Lenox, or flieriffdom of Dunbarton, 

See on the right Mugdoc caflle, a fquare tower, the antient feat of the Grahams; 
and near it is a mount, probably the work of the Romans, for they penetrated on this 
iide^ as far as the banks of Loch-Lomond, a gold coin of Nero and another of Trajan 
having been found in the parifh of Drummond, The country now grows high, 
moory, black, and dreary. Pafs over Fenwick bridge, flung over a dark and rocky 
glen,^ fliaded with trees, impending over a violent torrent. Leave at fome diftance on 
the right the finall houfe of Mofs, immortalized by the birth of the great Buchanan. 
Crofs a hand feme bridge over the water of Enneric,* and break fall at the village of 
Drum min or Drummond with the Rev, Mr, Macfarlane, the minifter of the place, 
ihe^panfo, which takes its name from Druim, a back, from the ridges that run along 
it, is in extent nine miles by feven ; and fome years ago contained about a thou (and 
eight hundred fouls, but the number is much reduced by the unfeeling practice of 
melting feveral leffer farms into a greater. Arrive once more within fight of the 
charming Loch-Lomond. 

Approach its ihorcs, go through the narrow pafs of Bualmacha, where the Grampian 
liL;S finifn in the lake. Many of the ifles run in a line with, and feem to have been a 
coiitinuation of them ; appearing like fo many fragments rent from them by fome 
violent convulfion, ^ Arrive in a beautiful bay ; the braes of the hills on the right are 
fojty, fome filled with frnall pebbles, others have a ferruginous look. The iflands are 
mountainous; and exhibit variety of charms. Inch-Cullocb, or the ifle of nuns, bason it 
the remains of a church, is finely wooded, and is faid to have been the feat of tile fair 
reclufes, Inch-Murrin, or the iile of St* Murrinus, is two miles long, is a deer-park, 
j 'r S ° n ru * ns a houfe once belonging to the family of Lenox, On this 
rOand John Colquhoun, laird of Lufs, with feveral of his followers, were barbaroufiy 
murdered a P art y °f ganders, who, under condufl: of Laochlan Maclean, and Mur- 
«oc Gib Ion in M3 9 * carried fire and fword through this part of North Britain. 

0 Rev Dr. John Macpherfoa. 
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Various other iilands grace this fine expanfe: Inch-Lonaig of great extent is 
blackened with the deep green of yews. The ofprey inhabits a ruined cafUe on Inch- 
Galbraith ; and feveral little low and and naked iiles lerve to diverfify the fcene. 
From this fpot the boundaries of the water are magnificent and diftind; the wooded 
fide of the weftern, and the fearing head of Bendomoiid on the eaftern, form a view 
that is alrnoft un equalled- 

The top of this great mountain is compofed of a micaceous Hate, mixed with quartz. 
The ftbbaldia proatmbcm^ a plant unknown in England, grows on the upper parts* 
Ptarmigans inhabit its fummit, and roes the woods near its bafe, the mod fouthern 
refort of thofe animals in our ifland. 

The height of Ben-lomond from the furface of the lake is three thoufand two hun¬ 
dred and forty feet ; the profpeft from the fummit of vaft extent 5 the whole extent 
of Lochdomond with its wooded ifles appears juft beneath. Loch-lounge Loch-kettering, 
Loch-earn and the river Clyde form the principal waters. The mountains of Arran 
appear very diftind* and to the north* Alps upon Alps fill up the amazing view. 

Return the fame way, and vifit Buchanan, the feat of the Duke of Montrofe, in a 
low and moft difadvantageous fit-nation, within a mile of the lake, without the lead 
view of fo delicious a water. This had been the feat of the Buchanans for fix or feven 
ages, till it was purchafed by the family of Montrofe, fometime in the lafl century. 
Trees grow well about the houfe; and the country yields a good deal of barley and 
oats, and feme potatoes, but very little wheat. 

His Grace has in his pofTeffion a portrait of his heroic anceftor James Marquis of 
Montrofe; his fix victories, great as they were, do him lefs honour than his magna¬ 
nimity at the hour of his death : he afeended the gibbet with a dignity and fortitude 
that caufed the ignominy of his punifliment to vanifli; he fell with a gallant contempt 
of the crueilefl infulis ; with that intrepid piety that blunted the malice of his enemies, 
and left them filled with the confuiion natural to little minds, difappointed in the 
ftrained contrivances of mean revenge* 

It is amufing to read the weak effecls of fear, -envy, and rancour in the reports of 
the times : tc The witches (faid the wretched covenanters) were confuted at his 
birth i it was predicted that the boy would trouble Scotland; and while he was a fuck¬ 
ing child (add they) he eat a venomous toad 

Walk in the afternoon over the neighbouring environs. See the water of Enneric 
that difeharges itfelf here into the lake* Salmon in their annual migration pafs up the 
Leven, trawerfe the lake, and feek this river to depofit their fpawn. 

The furface of Loch-lomond has for feveral years pa ft been obferved gradually to 
increafe and invade the adjacent fhore; and there is reafon to fuppofe that churches, 
houfes, and other buildings have been loft in the water. Near Luis is a large heap of 
Hones at a dillance from the fhore, known by the name of the Old Church ; and about 
a mile to the fouth of that, in the middle of a laigfe bay, between Camftraddsn and 
the ifle Inch kvenack, is another heap, laid to have been the ruins of a houfe* To 
confirm this, it is evident by a paffage in Camden’s Atlas Britannica, that an ifland, 
exifttng in his time, is now loft, for he fpeaks of the ifle of Gamftraddan, placed be¬ 
tween the lands of the fame name and Inchdavanack, in which, adds he, was an 
houfe and orchard. Eefides this proof, large trees with their branches ft ill adhering 
are frequently found in the mud near the fhore, overwhelmed in former times by the 
increafe of water. This is fuppofed to be occafioned by the vaft quantities of ftone 

* Staggering State of Scotch Statcfmen, p. 14* 
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and gravel that is continually brought down by the mountain rivers, and by the falls of 
the banks of the Leven: the firlt filling the bed of the lake, the lad impeding its 
difcbarge through the bed of the river. 

Mr. Gol borne, at the requell of the feveral proprietors, has made a voyage and fur- 
vey of the lake, in order to plan fotne relief from the encroachment of the water. 
He propofes to form a conftant navigation down the Leven, by deepening the channel, 
and cutting through the neck of two great curvatures, which will not only enable the 
inhabitants of the environs of Loch-lomond to convey their flate, timber, bark, &c. to 
the market; but alfo by lowering the furface of the lake, recover fotne thoufands of 
acres now covered with water. 

The tide flows up the Leven two miles and a quarter. From thence as far as the 
lake is a rapid current, the fall being nineteen feet in five miles ; the water is alfo full 
of fhoals, fo that in dry feafons it becomes unnavigable j and even at belt the veflels are 
drawn up by a number of horfes. 

I mult not leave the parifli of Drummond without faying, that the celerated Napier 
of Merchifton, author of the logarithms, was born at Garlies, within its precincts. 

June 14 and 15. Still at Glafgow : am honoured with the freedom of the city. ■ 

June 16. Set out for Greenock, pafs again through Renfrew; the country very fine, 
the lanes for feme fpace well planted on both lides. Ride over Inchinnan bridge, near 
which Matthew Earl of Lenox, in 1506, built a magnificent palace; get upon fo me 
high grounds, and, above the feat of Lord Glencairn, have a fine view of the Clyde, 
Dunbarton, and all the northern fhore. Reach Greenock; after dinner take boat 
and crofs into the fhire of Lenox, and land where the parilh of Rofneath juts out, and 
narrows the bay to the breadth of three miles, forming in that part a fort of ftrait; the 
profpeft in the middle of this paflage uncommonly fine; a contrail of fertility and fa- 
vage views; to the eall were the rich fhores of the fibres of Renfrew and Lenox, the 
pretty feats on the banks, and the wooded peninfula of Ardmore *, and to the well 
appears the craggy tops of the hills of Argylelhire. Vifit Rofeneath houfe a neat feat 
of the Duke of Argyle, dated 1634; the grounds well planted, the trees thriving ; in 
one part of the walks am fiiewn a precipitous rock, to which 1 was informed that the 
hero Wallace was purfued, and obliged to leap down to avoid captivity; his hojjfe 
periihed; the hero efcaped unhurt. This country was the feat of the Mac-Aulays, 
who ftruggled long with the Campbels in defence of their rights, but their genius 
proved the weaker. 

Crofs over the mouth of Loch-gair, which runs to the north fix or feven miles up the 
country, the end overhung with lofty ragged mountains. Vifit Airden-capel, a new 
houfe of Lord Frederic Campbell, fituate on an eminence, commanding a mod beauti. 
ful view of the Renfrew fhore, and the profpect of the ports of Port-GIafgow and 
Greenock, continually animated with the movement of fliips, and the bufy haunt of 
commerce. Ardin-capel was anciently poffeffed by a family of the fame name ; but in 
the time of James III. it was changed -to that of Mac-Aulay, from the word Aulay 
happening to be the Chriftian name of the owner. 



A VOYAGE TO THE HEBRIDES. 

June 17. Go on board the Lady Frederic Campbell, a cutter of go tons, Mr. Archi¬ 
bald Thompfon, mailer. Sail at half an hour pall two in the afternoon; pafs on the 
left, the village and little bay of Gourock, a place of failors and fifhermen; on the 
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right, the point of Rofeneath, in Lenox; between Which, and that of Strone, in 
Cowal, a portion of Argylefhire, opens Loch-Loung, or tile loch of (hips, which runs 
north many miles up the country. This is the Skipa fiord of the Norwegians, having 
in their tongue, the fame fignification. To this place, in 1263, Hjjco King of Norway, 
detached, with fixty {hips, fome of his officers, who landed and defrroyed all the 
country round Loch-Lomond *. Immediately beyond the point of Strone the land is 
again divided by the Holy-Loch, or Loch-Seant, extending well ward. On its northern 
fhore is Kiltnun, once the feat of a collegiate church, founded by Sir Duncan Camp- 
bel, in 1442, and fince that time the burial-place of the houle of Argyle. 

Steer fouth, conveyed rather by the force of the tide than wind ; the channel ftraif, 
and fo narrow as to make every object diflincl. On the eaftern fhore is the Iquare 
tower of Leven, and a little farther projects the point of Cloch. Almoft oppofite, on 
the weftern fide, are the ruins of the cable of Dunoon : this fortrefs was pofTeffed by 
the Englift in 1334, but was taken in behalf of David Bruce, by Sir Colin Campbel, 
of Lochow, who put the garrifon to the {word; in reward he was made hereditary 
governor, and had the grant of certain lands towards its fupport. 

The view down the Firth now appears extremely great: the fhire of Renfrew bounds 
one fide; the hills of Cowal, floping to the water edge, and varied with woods and 
corn-lands, grace the other; in front are the greater and the leffer Cumrays, the firfl 
once remarkable for its church, dedicated to St. Columbat, and at prefent for the 
quarries of beautiful free-ftone; the la ft for the abundance of rabbits; the ifie of 
Bute, with its fertile fhore, lies oblique, and the ftupendous mountains of Arran, foar 
at fome diftance far, far above. 

Am carried by the point and caftle of Towart, the flat fouthern extremity of Cowal, 
leaving on theeaft the fhire of Ayr. Towart is the property of the Lamonds, who, 
during the civil wars, tiding with Montrofe, were befieged in it, and, on the furren- 
der, put to the fword At a diftance is pointed out to me, in that county, the fite 
of Largs, diftinguifhed in the Scottifh annals for the final defeat of the Norwegians in 
1263, which put an end to their invafions, and reftored to Scotland the poffellion of 
the Hebrides, 

Steer towards the coaft of Bute, and in the evening land at the little point ofSquo- 
log, and walk up to Mount-Stewart, the feat of the Ear! of Bute; a modern houfe, 
with a handfome front and wings: the fituation very fine, on an eminence in the 
midfl: of a wood, where trees grow with as much vigour as in the more fouthern 
parts, and extend far beneath on each fide; and throftles, and other birds of fong, 
fill the groves with their melody. 

The ifle of Bute is about twenty meafured miles long ; the breadth unequal, per¬ 
haps the greateft is five miles; the number of acres about twenty thoufand; of in¬ 
habitants about four thoufand ; here are two parifhes, Kingarth and Rothefay ; at the 
laft only the Erfe language is ufed. It muft be obferved alfo, that in the laft church 
were buried two of the bifhops of the ifles §, but whether it was at limes the refidence 
of the prelates does not appear. 

The country riles into fmall hills, is in no part mountainous, but is high'eft at the 
fouth end. The ftrata of ftone along the fhore from Rothefay bay to Cil-chattan, is a 
red grit, mixed with pebbles; from the firft, tranfverfe to Scalpay bay, is a bed of 
Hate, which feems to be a continuation of that fpecies of ftone, rifing near Stonehive, 

* Univcifas villas in circuttu I,acus Lokulofrii valla runt. Torfeus, Hift, Oread. 167. 

+ Dwn of the ifles, 6. 3 Buchanan's Clans, part i. 152, $ Keith, 180, 
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on the eaftern tide of Scotland, and continued, with fomc interruptions, to this ifland ; 
hut is of a bad kind, both at its origin and termination. In the fouth end is fome 
limeftone ; fome fpotted done, not unlike lava, is found near the fouth end. 

The quadrupeds of this ifland are hares, polecats, weafels, otters, feals, and as a 
compliment to the foil, moles. Among the birds, groufe and partridge are found 
here. 

The cultivation of an extenfive- traft on this eaftern fide is very confiderable. In the 
article of inclofure, it has the ftart of the more fo'uthern counties of this part of the 
kingdom : the hedges are tall, thick, and vigorous; the white-thorns and wicken trees 
now in full flower, and about two thoufand acres have been thus improved. The 
manures are coral and fea-(hells, fea-weeds, and lime. I obferved in many places whole 
lirata of corals and (hells of a vaft thicknefs, at prefent half a mile from the fea, fuch 
lolfes has that element fuftained in thefe parts. The ifland is dellitute of coal, but Hill 
much lime is burnt here, not only for private ufe, but for exportation at a cheap 
rate to the ports of Greenock and Port-G 1 algow. 

The produce of the ifland is barley, oats, and potatoes. The barley yields nine 
from one; the oats four. Turneps and artificial grades have been lately introduced 
with good fuccefs: fo that the inhabitants may have fat mutton throughout the year. 
A great number of cattle are alfo reared here. The higheft farm here is fixty pounds 
a year, excepting a Angle flieep farm which rents for two hundred, but the medium is 
about twenty-five. Arable land is fet at nine or ten (hillings an acre ; the price of la¬ 
bourers is eight-pence a day. Rents are at prefent moftly paid in money ; the rent- 
roll of the ifland is about four thoufand pounds a year. Lord Bute poflefles much the 
greater lhare, and two or three private gentlemen own the reft. 

The air is in general temperate ; no mills or thick rolling fogs from the fea, called 
in the north a harle, ever infeft this ifland. Snow is (carcely ever known to lie here ; 
and even that of laft winter fo remarkable for its depth and duration in other places, 
was in this ifland fcarce two inches deep. The evils of this place are winds and rains, 
the laft coming in deluges from the weft. 

When the prefent Earl of Bute came to his eftatc, the farms were poflefled by a fet 
of men, who carried on at the fame time, the profeflion of huibartdry and fifhing to 
the manifeft injury of both. His Lordfliip drew a line between thefe incongruent em¬ 
ploys, and obliged each to carry on the bufinefs he preferred, diftinct from the other: 
yet in juftice to the old farmers, notice mud be taken of their (kill in ploughing even in 
their rudeil days, for the ridges were ftrait, and the ground laid out in a”manner that 
did them much credit. But this new arrangement, with the example given by his 
Lordfliip of inclofing ; by the encouragement of burning lime for fome, and by tranf- 
porting gratis to the neared market the produce of all, has given to this ifland its 
prefent flourifiling afpeft. 

This ifle with that of Arran, the greater and the lefler Cum bray, and Inchmarnoc, 
form a county under the name of Bute. This (hire and that of Caithnefs fend a mem¬ 
ber to parliament alternately. 

Civil caufes are determined here as in other counties of this part of the kingdom, by 
the (herift-depute, who is always reudent: he is the judge in fmalier matters, and has 
a (alary of about a hundred and fifty pounds a year. Juftices of peace have the fame 
powers here, and over the whole county, as in other places ; but in North Britain no 
o her qualification is required, after nomination, than taking out their com mi (lions, and 
giving the ufual oaths. 
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Criminals are lodged in thfr county jail at Rothefay, but are removed for trial to 
Inverary; where the judges of the court of jufticiary meet twice a year for the de¬ 
termining of criminal caufes of a certain diftricL 

The Earl of Bute is admiral of the county by commiffion from his Majefty, but no 
way dependent on the Lord High Admiral of Scotland ; fo that if any maritime cafe 
occurs within this juriftli&ion, (even crimes of as high a nature as murder or piracy,) 
his Lordfhip, by virtue of the powers as admiral, is fufticient judge, or he may delegate 
his authority to any deputies. 

June ifch Vifit the fouth part of the ifland : ride to the hill of Cil-chattao, a round 
eminence, from whence is a vaft view of all around, infular and mainland, Qbferve, 
on the face of the hills, that the rocks dip almoft perpendicularly, and form tong co¬ 
lumnar {lacks, fome oppofing to us their fides, others their angles ; are hard and 
cherty, but not bafaltic ; a term I apply to the jointed columns refembling thofe of the 
giant's caufmvay* 

Defcend to tile ruin of old Kin-garth church* Two cemeteries belong to it, a 
higher and a lower; the la ft was allotted for the interment of females alone, becaufe 
in old times certain women being employed to carry a quantity of holy earth, brought 
from Rome, loft fome by the way, and fo incurred this penalty for their negligence, 
that of being buried feparated from the other fex. 

Near this place is a circular inclofure called the Devil's Cauldron : it is made of 
ftone, of excellent mafonry, but without mortar, having the infide faced in the moft 
fmooth and regular manner. The walls at prefent are only feven feet lix inches high* 
but are ten feet in thicknefs; on one fide is an entrance, wide at the beginning, but 
grows gradually narrower as it approaches the area, which is thirty feet diameter. 

Mr. Gordon has engraven in tab. iii. a building fimilar to this, near the courfe of 
the wall, called Caira-fual, and ftyies it a caftellum. This, I prefume, could never have 
been deligned as a place of defence, as it is fituated beneath a precipice, from who fe 
furnmit the inmates might inftantly have been opprefled by ftones, or miffile weapons; 
perhaps it was a fanctuary, for the name of the church, Kim garth, implies, kin, chief 
or head, garth # a fanfhiary ; the common word for places of refuge, girth being cor¬ 
rupted from it. 

The fouth end of Bute is more hilly than the reft, and divided from the other part 
by a low fandy plain, called Langal-chorid, on which are three great upright ftones, 
the remains of a druidical circle, originally compofed of twelve. 

Return over a coarle country, and pafs by lands lately inclofed with hedges, grow¬ 
ing in a very profperous manner. Pafs by Loch-afcog, a fniall piece of water, and foon 
after by Loch-fad, about a mile and three quarters long, narrow, rocky 011 one fide, 
prettily wooded on the other. The other lochs are Loch-Quyen, and Loch-Greenan, 
and each has its river. Reach Rothefay, the capital; a fniall but well-built town, of 
imall houfes, and about two hundred families, and within thefe few years much im¬ 
proved. The females fpin yarn, the men fupport themfelves by fifiling. The town 
has a good pier, and lies at the bottom of a fine bay, whole mouth exaftly opens op- 
pofite to that of Loch-Streven in Cowal: here is a fine depth of water, a fecure re¬ 
treat, and a ready navigation down the Firth for an export trade; magazines for 
goods for foreign parts might moft advantageoufly be eftablifhed here. 

The caftle has been built at different times, the prefent entrance by Robert III. the 
reft is quite round, with round towers at the fides, and is of unknown antiquity. 


* Garth orginally means no more than yard or mclofure, 
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Huibec *, grandfon of Somerled, was killed in the attack of a eaftle in Bute, perhaps 
of this. Haco -f took the caflle and whole ifland in the year 1263. It was feized by 
Edward Baliol in 1334. when poflefled by the high fteward of Scotland, a friend of 
the Bruces, and heir to the crown. In the year following the whole ifland, as well as 
that of Arran, was ravaged by the Englilh, under the command of Lord Darcy, Lord 
Juftice of Ireland. Soon after the natives of Arran and Bute arofe §, and, unarmed, 
made an attack with Rones on Alan Lile, the Englilh governor, put his party to flight, 
and recovered the fortrefs. It became in after-times a royal refidence: Robert HI. |j 
lived there for a eoniiderable time ; much attention was bellowed on it, for in the reign 
of James V. we find that one of the articles of accufation againft Sir James Hamilton, 
was his not accounting for three thouiknd crowns, deftined to reform the caflle and 
palace of Rofay In 1544, the Earl of Lenox, afiiiled by the Englilh, made him- 
felf mailer of the place ; and in the beginning of the laft century (on what occafion 1 
do not recollect) it was burnt by the Marquis of Argyle. 

Bute is faid to derive its name from Bothe, a cell, St. Brandan having once made it 
the place of his retreat; and, for the fame reafon, the natives of this ifle, and alfo of 
Arran, have been fotnetimes llyled Brandani. It was from very early times, part of 
the patrimony of the Stuarts 1 large pofiefTions in it were granted to Sir John Stuart, 
natural fon of Robert II. by one of his miflreffes, but whether by his beloved More 
or Moreham, or his beloved Mariota de Cardny, is what I cannot determine 

Continue our ride along a hilly country, open, and under tillage ; pall on the right, 
the caltle and bay of Carnes, long the property of the Bannentynes ; turn to the weft, 
defcend to the Ihore, and find our boat ready to convey us to the velfel, which lay at 
anchor a mile diftant under Inch-manioc. 

An ifland fo called from St. Marnoc, where appear the ruins of a chapel, and where 
jfaccordmg to Fordun ffl had been a cell of monks. The extent of this little ifle is 
about a mile, has a hundred and twenty acres of arable land, forty of bruth-wood, 
near three hundred of moor, and has vaft ftrata of coral and Ihells on the weft fide. 
It is inhabited by a gentleman on half-pay, who, with his family occupies the place 
under Lord Bute. 

June 19. Weigh anchor at three o’clock in the morning; am teized with calms, 
but amufed with a fine view of the circumambient land; the peninfula of Cantyre, 
here lofty. Hoping, and rocky, divided by dingles, filled with woods, which reach the 
water-edge, and expand on both fides of the hollows; Inch-manioc and Bute lie to the 
eaft; the mountainous Arran to the fouth; Loch-fine, the Sinus Lelalonnius of Ptole¬ 
my, opened on the north, between the point of Skipnifh in Cantyre and that of La- 
mond in Cowal, and fliewed a vaft cxpanfe of water wildly bounded ; numbers of 
herring-bufies were now in motion, to arrive in time at C.t -pbeltown, to receive the 
benefit of the bounty, and animated the fcene. 

Turn northward, leave the point of Skipnifh to the fouth-weft, and with difficulty 
get through a ftrait of about a hundred yards wide, with funk rocks on both fides, 
into the fate and pretty harbour of the eaftern Loch-Tarbat, of capacity fufficient for a 
number of Clips, and of a fine depth of water. The fcenery was pidlurefque ; rocky 
little iflands lie acrofs one part, fo as to form a double port; at the bottom extends a 
ftnall village, on the Cantyre fide is a fquare tower, with veftiges of other ruins, 

* T*oi"FaE:i3s. + Buchanan. ^ Boethius, 317. 

§ Major, 229. [I Boethius 337.' o Linde fay, 163. 

** Vide Sir James Datrjmple’s Co]ie£tion6, Edinburgh, 1703,0. p sxniiii Ixxxiii. 
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built by the family of Argyie to fecure their northern dominions from the inroads of 
the inhabitants of the peninfula; on the northern fide of the entrance of the harbour 
the rocks are of a molt grotefque form : vaft fragments piled on each other, the laces 
contorted and undulated in fuch figures as if created by fufion of matter after tome in- 
tenfe heat; yet did not appear to me a lava, or under any fuipicion of having been 

the recrement of a volcano. , . 

Land at the village, where a great quantity of whitky is diltilled. . . 

Vifit the narrow neck of kind which joins Canty re to South Knapdale; it is fcarcely 
a mile wide, is partly morafl’y, partly interfered by ftrata of rocks, that aie dipping 
continuations from the adjacent mountains of each diftrict. 1 here have been plans Foi 
cutting a canal through this ifthmus to facilitate the navigation between the weltern 
ocean and the ports of the Clyde, and to take away the neceflity of failing thiough 
the turbulent tides of the Mull of Cantyre: it is fuppofed to be pra£hcable, but at 
vail expence : at an expence beyond the power of North Britain to effect, except it 
could realize thofe Aims which the wifhes of a few of its fons had attained in idea. 
While I meditate on the projeft, and in imagination fee the wealth of the Antilles lail 
before me, the illufion burfts, the fhores are covered with wrecked fortunes, realdiitreis 
fucceeds the ideal riches of Alnafchar, and difpels at once the beautiful vifion of Aaron 

Hill * and the much aftefted traveller. - 

Afcend a fmall hill, and from the top have a view' of the weltern Loch-Tarbat, that 
winds along for about twelve miles, and is one continued harbour, for it has eight 
fathom water not very remote from this extremity, and opens to the fea on the welt 
eoaft, at Aird-Patric : the boundaries are hilly, varied with woods and trafts ol heath ; 
the country yields much potatoes and fome corn, but the land is fo interrupted with 
rocks, that the natives, inltead of the plough, are obliged to make ufe of the Ipade. 

The time of the tides vary greatly at the terminations of each of there harbours: at 
this the flood had advanced in the eaft loch full three quarters, in the other only one 
hour. According to fome remarks Mr. James Watts of Glafgow favoured me with, 
the fpring-tides in Eaft-Tarbat flow ten feet fix'inches ; in Weft-Tarbat only four feet 
fix inches, or, in very extraordinary tides, two feet higher. 1 he tides in the welt 
loch are mod irregular; fometimes neither ebb nor flow ; at other times ebb and flow 
twice in a tide, and the quantity of falfe ebb is about one foot. 1 he mean height of 
the firth of Clyde is greater than that of Weft-Tarbat. 

It is not very long fince veffels of nine or ten tons were drawn by hones out of the 
weft loch into that of the eaft, to avoid the dangers of the Mull of Cantyre, fo dreaded 
and fo little known was the navigation round that promontory.. It is the opinion or 
many that thefe little ifthmufes, fo frequently (tiled Tarbat in North Britain, took their 
name from the above circum (lance; tar ruing fignifying to draw, and bata, a boat. 1 his 
too might be called, by way of pre-eminence, the tarbat, from a very lingular circum- 
ftance related by Torfxus f. When Magnus the Barefooted, King of Norway, ob¬ 
tained from Donald-bane of Scotland the ceflion of the weftern ifles, or all thofe places 
that could be furrounded in a boat, he added to them the penmfuta of Cantyre by this 
fraud : he placed himfelf in the (tern of a boat, held the rudder, was drawn over this 
narrow traft, and by this fpecies of navigation wrefted the country from his brother 

monarch. a 

In the afternoon attempt to turn out* but am driven back by an advene gale. 


* Vide Tour of 1769* ift ed, p* 215* zd ed, p. 
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June 20. Get out early in the morning into the faineexpanre as before : land on 
Inch-Bui, or the yellow ifle; an entire rock, covered with the lichen parietinus. Sail 
by lnch-Skaite ; amul'ed by the (porting of feals. Hail a fmall fifhing-boat, in order 
to purchafe fome of its cargo : ara anfwered by the owner that he would not fell any, 
but that part was at my fervice; a piece of generality of greater merit, as in this fcarce 
feafon the fubftance of the whole family depended on the good fortune of the day. 
Thus in thefe parts hofpitality is found even among the mod indigent. 

Molt of the morning was paffed in a dead calm : in the afternoon fucceeded brifk 
gales, but from points not the mofl favourable, which occalioned frequent tacks in 
fight of port: in one broke our top-fail yard. During thefe variations of our courfe, 
had good opportunity of obferving the compofition of the ifle of Arran: a feries of vaft 
mountains, running in ridges acrofs the whole; their tops broken, ferrated, or fpiring j 
the fummit of Goatheld riling far above the reft, and thefides of all Hoping towards the 
water edge; a fcenc, at this diftance, of lavage fterility. 

Another calm within two miles of land: take to the boat, and approach Loch- 
Ranza, a fine bay, at the north end of the ifle of Arran, where I land in the evening. 
The approach was magnificent: a line bay in front, about a mile deep, having a ruined 
calile near the lower end, on a low far projecting neck of land, that forms another har¬ 
bour, with a narrow paflage; but within has three fathom of water, even at the loweft ebb. 
Beyond is a little plain watered by a ftream,and inhabited by the people of a fmall village. 
The whole is environed with a theatre of mountains; and in the back ground the fer¬ 
rated crags of Grianan-Athol foar above. 

Vilit the caftle, which confifts of two fquare parts united, built of red grit Hone: in 
one room is a chimney-piece, and fire-place large enough to have roafted an ox ; but 
now ftrewed with the fhells of limpets, the hard fare of the poor people who occa- 
fionally take refuge here. 

1 h' s fortrefs was founded by one of the Scottilh monarchs, and is of fome antiquity; 
for Fordun, who wrote about the year 1380, fpeaks of this and Brodie as royal caftles. 

1 he village of Ranza and a fmall church lie a little farther in the plain: the laft was 
founded and endowed by Anne Duchels of Hamilton, in aid of the church of Kilbride, 
one of the two parilhes this great ifland is divided into. . 

Am informed of a balking lhark that had been harpooned fome days before, and lay 
on the fliore on the oppofite fide of the bay. Oofs over to take a view of a fifh fo 
rarely to be met with in other parts of Great Britain, and find it a monfter, notwith- 
flanding it was much inferior in fize to others that are fometimes taken; for there have 
been inftancesof their being from thirty-fix to forty feet in length. 

This was twenty-feven feet four inches long. The tail confifted of two unequal 
lobes; the upper five feet long, the upper three. The circumference of the body 
great; the (kin cinereous, and rough. The upper jaw much longer than the lower. 
The teeth minute, difpofed in numbers along the jaws. The eyes placed at only four¬ 
teen inches diftance from the tip of the nofe. The apertures to the gills very long, and 
fnrnillied with ftrainers of the fubftance of whalebone. 

Thefe fifh are called in the Erfe Cairban, by the Scotch Sail-fifh, from the appearance 
of the dorfal fins above water. They inhabit 1110ft parts of the weftern coafts of the 
northern leas : Linnasus fays within the ar&ic circle ; they are found lower, on the 
coaft of Norway, about the Orkney ifles, the Hebrides, and on the coaft of Ireland in 
tne bay of Balilbannon, and on the Welch coafts about Anglefea. They appear in the 
*irth jn June in fmall Ihoals of feven or eight, continue there till the end of July, and 
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then difappear. They are mofl inoffenfive fifh ; feed either on exar.guious marine ani¬ 
mals, or an algm, nothing being ever found in their ftomachs except fome ditlblved 
greenifh matter. 

They fwim very deliberately with their two dorfal fins above water, and feem qui- 
efcent as if afleep, They are very tame or very flupid, and permit the near approach 
of man : will fiifier a boat to follow them without accelerating their motion, till it comes 
almoft within contact, when a harpooner ftrikes his weapon into the fifh as near the 
gills as poflible; but they are often fo infenfible as not to move until the united ftrength 
of two men has forced in the harpoon deeper: as foon as th^y perceive themfelves 
wounded, they fling up their tail and plunge headlong to the bottom, and frequently 
coil the rope round them in their agonies, attempting to difengage themfelves from the 
weapon by rolling on the ground, for it is often found greatly bent. As foon as they 
difeover that their efforts are in vain, they fwim away with amazing rapidity, and with 
fuch violence that a veflel of feventy tons has been towed by them again ft a frefh gale : 
they fometimes run off with two hundred fathoms of fine, and with two harpoons in 
them ; and will find employ to the fifhers for twelve and fometimes twenty-four hours 
before they are fubdued. 'When killed they are either hauled on (bore, or if at a dif- 
tance, to the veffel’s fide. The liver (the only ufeful part) is taken out and melted into 
oil in veffels provided for that purpofe: a large fifh will yield eight barrels of oil, and 
two of fediment, and prove a profitable capture. 

The commiffioners of forfeited eftates were at confiderable expence in encouraging 
this fpecies of fifliery ; but the perfon they confided in mofl; fhamefuily abufed their 
goodnefs; fo at prefent it is only attempted by private adventurers. 

Return, land again and walk through a pretty wood of ftnall trees, up the fide of a 
hill that bounds the weftern fide of the bay. A gigantic frog *, of the fpecies called 
by Linnaeus, Bombina, prefented itfelf on the path. In the courfe of our ramble, fall 
in with the manfe, or minifter’s habitation; pafs a cheerful evening with him, and meet 
with a hearty welcome, and the belt fare the place could afford. Return to our fhip, 
which had anchored in the bay. 

June 2i. Procure borfes, and (accompanied by Mr. Lindfay, the minifter) ride up 
the valley, crofs the little river Ranza, and leave that and a corn-mill on the right. 
Afcend the ftceps of the barren mountains, with precipices often on the one fide of our 
path, of which our obflinate fteeds preferred the very margin. See to the weft the 
great crags of Grianan-Athol, with eagles foaring over their naked fummits. Pafs 
through woods of birch, final!, weather-beaten, and blafted : defeend by Mac farlane’s 
Carn, crofs the water of Sannocks, near the village of the fame name : fee a low mo¬ 
numental flone; keep along the eaftern coafl:; hear a fermon preached beneath a tent 
formed of fails on the beach ; the congregation numerous, devout, and attentive, feated 
along the Ihore, forming a groupe pifturefque and edifying. 

Dine at the Corry,a final! houfe belonging to a gentleman of Ayrlhire, who vifits this 
place for the benefit of goats whey. 

Much barrennefs in the morning’s ride: on the mountains were great maffes of tnoor- 
ftone ; on the fliore, mill-flone and red grit-ftone. 

The ride is continued along the coaft beneath low cliffs, whofe fummits were cloathed 
with heath that hung from their margins, and feemed to diftil fhowers of cryftalline 
water from every leaf, the effect of the various fprings above. Meet a flock of goats, 
{kipping along the fliore, attended by their herdfinan j and obferved them collecting as 
they went, and chewing with great delight, the fea plants. Reach 

* Vick Enumeration pf Animals and Plants, No* 231, 
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Brodie caftte, feated on an eminence amidft flourilhing plantations, above a finall bay, 
open to the eaft. This place has not at prefent much the appearance of a fortrefs, 
having been modernized ; is inhabited by the Duke of Hamilton’s agent, who enter¬ 
tained me with the utmoft civility. It is a place of much antiquity, and feems to havo 
been the fort held by the Englilh under Sir John Haltings in 1306, when it was fur- 
prifed by the partizans of Robert Bruce, and the garrifon put to the fword. It was 
demolilhed in 1456 by the Earl of Rofs, in the reign of James II.; is faid to have been 
rebuilt by James V., and to have been garrifoned in the time of Cromwell’s ufurpation. 
Few are the records preferved of thefe diltant places, therefore very wide mull be their 
hiftoric gaps. 

Arran, or properly Arr-inn, or the if]and of mountains, feems not to have been no¬ 
ticed by the ancients, not with flan ding it mult have been known to the Romans, whole 
navy, from the time of Agricola, had its flation in the Glota iEltuarium, or the firth of 
Clyde: Camden indeed makes this illand the Glota of Antonine,but no fuch name occurs 
in his itinerary; it therefore was bellowed on Arran by foine of his commentators. 

By the immenfe cairns, the vafl monumental ftones, and many reliques of druidifm, 
this illand mull have been confiderable in very ancient times. Here are Hill traditions 
of the hero fingal, or Fin-mac-coul, who is fuppofed here to have enjoyed the pleafures 
of the chace; and many places retain his name: but I can difcover nothing but oral 
hiftory that relates to the illand, till the time of Magnus the Barefooted, the Norwegian 
vittor, who probably included Arran in his conquelts of Cantyre *. If he did not con¬ 
quer that illand, it was certainly included among thole that Donald-bane was to cede ; 
for it appears that Achof, one of the fucceffors of Magnus, in 1263, laid claim to 
Arran,Bute, and the Cumrays, in confequence of that promife: the two firlt he fubdued, 
but the defeat he met with at Largs foon obliged him to give up his con quells. 

Arran was the property of the crown : Robert Bruce retired here during his dif- 
treffes, and met with proteftion from his faithful vaffals: numbers of them followed 
his fortunes; and after the battie of Bannockbourn he rewarded feveral, fuch as the 
Mac-cooks, Mac-kinnons, Mac-brides, and Mac-louis, or Fullertons, with different 
charters of lan is in their native country. All thefe are now abforbed by this great 
family, except the Fullertons and a Stuart, defcended from a fon of Robert III., who 
gave him a fettlement here. In the time of the Dean of the ifles, his defcendant pof- 
1 ‘effed caltle Duuan; and “ he and his bluid,” fays the dean, “ are the bell men in that 
countrey.” 

The manner in which Robert Bruce difcovered his arrival to his friends, is fo de- 
fcriptive of the fimplicity of the times, that it merits notice, in the very words of the 
faithful old poet, hiltorian of that great prince : 

The King then blew his horn in by, 

A nd gart his men that were him by. 

Hold them Hill in privitic : 

And fyn again his horn blew he ; 

Janies of Dowghs heard him blow. 

And well the blali foon can he know i 
And faid furdie yon is the King, 

I ken him well by his blowing : 

Tiie third time therewith als he blew, 

And then hir Robert Boydc him knew. 

And faidj yoti is the King but dreed. 

Go we will forth to him good fpeed, Eariiou*u 

f Buchanan, lib- vii. c. 6 z, 
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About the year 1334 this ifland appears to have formed part of the efiate of Robert 
Stuart, great Reward of Scotland, afterwards Robert II. At that time* the inhabitants 
took arms to fupport the caufe of their mafler, who afterwards, in reward, not only 
granted at their requeft an immunity from their annual tribute of com, but added fe- 
veral new privileges, and a donative to all the inhabitants that were prefent. 

In 14*56 the whole ifland was ravaged by Donald Earl of Rofs, and lord of the ifles. 
At that period it was flill the property of James II.; but in the reign of his fuccefl'or, 
James III., when that monarch matched his filler to Thomas Lord Bbyde, he created 
him Earl of Arran,and gave him the ifland as a portion; foon after, on thedifgrace of 
that family, he caufed the countefs to be divorced from her unfortunate hutband j and 
bellowed both the lady and ifland on Sir James Hamilton, in whofe family it continues 
to this time, a very few farms excepted. 

Arran is of great extent, being twenty-three miles from Sgreadan point north to 
Beinnean fouth ; and the numbers of inhabitants are about feven thou find, who chiefly 
inhabit the coaffs; the far greater part of the country being uninhabitable by reafon 
of the vaft and barren mountains. Here are only two parifhes, Kilbride and Kilmore, 
with a fort of chapel of eafe to each, founded in the laft century, in the golden age of 
this ifland, when it was bleft with Anne Duchefs of Hamilton, whofe amiable difpofition 
and humane attention to the welfare of Arran, render at this diftant time her memory 
dear to every inhabitant. Blefled pre-eminence! when power and inclination to diffufe 
happinefs concur in perfons of rank. 

The principal mountains of Arran are. Goat-field, or GaoH-bheinn, or the mountain 
of the winds, of a height equal to moil of the Scottifli Alps, compofed of immenfe piles 
of moor-ltone, in form of woolpacks, cloathed only with lichens and modes, inhabited 
by eagles and ptarmigans. Beinn-b bar rain, or the fharp -pointed ; Ceum-na-caillich, 
the Hep of the carline or old hag j and Grianan-Athol, that yields to none in rug- 
gednefs. 

The lakes are Loch-jorfa, where falmon come to fpawn; Loch-tana ; Loch-na-h- 
jura, on the top of a high hill j Loch-inhachrai, and Loch-knoc-a-charbeil, full of large 
eels. The chief rivers are, Abhan-mhor, Moina-mhor, Slaodrai-raachrai, and Jorfa ; 
the two laft remarkable for the abundance of falmon. 

The quadrupeds are very few: only otters, wild cats, Jhrew mice, rabbits, and bats; 
the flags which ufed to abound are now reduced to about a dozen. The birds are 
eagles, hooded crows, wild pigeons, flares, black game, grous, ptarmigans, daws, green 
plovers, and curlews. Mr. Stuart, in afeending Goat-field, found the fecondary fea¬ 
ther of an eagle, white with a brown fpot at the bafe, which feemed to belong to feme 
unknown fpecies. It may be remarked that the partridge at prefent inhabits this ifland, 
a proof of the advancement of agriculture. _ . 

The climate is very fevere: for befides the violence of winds, the cold is very rigo¬ 
rous j and fnow lay here in the vallies for thirteen weeks of the laft winter. In fummer 
the air is remarkably falubrious, and many invalids refort here on that account, and to 
drink the whey of goats milk. 

The principal difeafe here is the pl^urily t fmalhpox, mealies, and chio*cough vlfit the 
ifland once in feven or eight years. The'praftice of bleeding twice every year feems to 
have been intended as a preventative againft the pleurify; but it is now performed with 
the utraoft regularity at fpring and fall. The Duke of Hamilton keeps a furgeon in 
pay, who at thofe feafons makes a tour of the ifland. On notice of his approach, the 

* Boethius, 318. 
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inhabitants of each farm affemble in the open air, extend their arms, and are bled into 
a hole made in the ground, the common receptacle of the viral fluid. 

In burning fevers a tea of wood forrel is ufed with fuccefS, to allay the heat. 

An infufion of ramfons, or allium urfinum in.brandy, is efteemed here a good remedy 
for the gravel. 

The-men are ftrong, tall and well made; all fpeak the F.rfe language, but the ancient 
habit is entirely, laid afide. Their diet is chiefly potatoes and meal ; and during winter 
fome dried mutton or goat is added to their hard fare. A deep deje£tioh appears in 
general through the countenances of all: no time can be fpared for am li Cement of any 
kind ; the whole being given for procuring the means of paying their rent, of laying in 
their fuel, or getting a feanty pittance of meat and cloathing. 

The leafes of farms are nineteen years. The fucceeding tenants generally find the 
ground little better than a caput mortuum; and for this reafon, fhould they at the ex¬ 
piration of the leafs leave the lands in a good ftate, fome avaricious neighbours would 
have the preference in the next fetting, by offering a price more than the perfon who 
had expended part of his fubftance in enriching the farm could poffibly do. This in¬ 
duces them to leave it in the original ftate. 

The method of letting a farm is very fingular: each is commonly poffeffed by a 
number of final I tenants ; thus a form of forty pounds a year is occupied by eighteen 
different people, who by their leafes are bound, conjunctly and feverally, for the pay¬ 
ment of the rent to the proprietor. Thefe live in the farm in houfes clufter-d together, 
fo that each form appears like a little village. The tenants annually divide the arable 
land by lot; each has his ridge of land, to which be puts his mark, filch as he would 
do to any writing ; and this fpecies of form is called run-rig, i. e. ridge. They join in 
ploughing : every one keeps a horfe or'more; and the number of thofe animals con- 
fume fo much corn as often to occafion a fcarcity; the corn and peas raifed being (much 
of it) defigned for their fubfiftence, and that of the cattle, during the long winter. The 
paflure and moor-land annexed to the farm is common to all the poffeffors. 

All the farms are open. Inclofures of any form, except in two or three places, are 
quite unknown : fo that there muft be a great lofs of time in preferring their corn, &c. 
from trefpafs. The ufual manure is fea plants, coral, and /hells. 

The run-rig farms are now difeouraged ; but fince the tenements are fet by roup, or 
auftfon, and advanced by an unnatural force to above double the old rent, without any 
allowance for inclofing; any example fet in agriculture; any fecurity of tenure, by 
lengthening the leafes, affairs will turn retrograde, and the farms relapte into their old 
ftate of rudenefs ; migration will intreafe (for it has begun), and the rents be reduced 
even below their former value; the late rents were lcarce twelve hundred a year ; the 
expefted rents three thoufand. 

The produce of the ifland is oats, of which about five thoufand bolls, each equal to 
nine Winchefter bufliels, are fown : five hundred of beans, a few peas, and above a 
thoufand bolls of potatoes, are annually fet; notwithftanding this, five hundred bolls of 
oat-meal are annually imported to fubfift the natives. 

The live ftock of the ifland is 3183 milch cows ; 2000 cattle, from one to three years 
old ; 1058 horfes; 1500 fheep ; and 500 goats; many of the two laft are killed at 
Michaelmas, and dried for winter provifion, or fold at Greenock. The cattle are fold 
from forty to fifty fliillings per head, which brings into the ifland about 1200I. per annum: 
I think that the fale of horfes alfo brings in about 3col. Hogs were introduced here 
only two years ago. The herring-fifhery round the ifland brings in 300I.; the foie of 
herring-nets iool.; and that of thread about 300k, for a good deal of flax is fown 
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here. Thefe are the exports of the ifiand ; but the money that goes out for mere ne- 
ceffaries is a melancholy drawback. 

Ihe women manufacture the wool for the cloathing of their families ; they fet the 
potatoes, and drefs and fpin the flax : they make butter for exportation, and cheefe for 
their own ufe* 

The inhabitants in general areTober, religious, and indullrious : great part of the 
fummer is employed in getting peat for fuel, the only kind in ufe here ; or in building 
or repairing their houfes, for the badnefs of the materials requires annual repairs: be¬ 
fore and after harveft they are bulled in the herring-(ifhery ; and during winter the men 
make their herring-nets; while the women are employed in fpinning their linen and 
woollen yarn. The light they often ufe is that of lamps. From the beginning of 
February to the end of May, if the weather permits, they are engaged in labouring 
their ground : in autumn they burn a great quantity of fern to make kelp : fo that, 
excepting at new-yearVday, at marriages, or at the two or three fairs in the ifland, 
they have no leifure fur any arnufements ; no wonder is there then at their depreffion 
of /pints* 

This forms part of the county of Bute, and is fubjeft to the fame fort of government': 
but befides, juhice is adminiftcred at the baron’s baily-court, who has power to fine as 
high as twenty (hillings; can decide in matters of property, not exceeding forty {hit- 
lings,; can imprifon for a month ; and put delinquents into the fiocks for three hours± 
but that only during day time, 

June 22, Take a ride into the country : defeend into the valley at the head of the 
hay; fertile in barley, eats, and peas* See two great (tones, in form of columns, fet 
ereft, but quite rude; thefe are common to many nations; are frequent in North 
Wales, where they are called Main-hi non, i. e* tall (tones, Meini-gwir, or men pillars, 
and Lleche : are frequent in Cornwall, and are alfo found in other parts of our ifland : 
their ufe is of great antiquity; are mentioned in the Mofaic writings as memorials of 
the dead, as monuments of friendfiiip, as marks to diflinguifh places of worfhip, or of 
folenm affemblies *. The northern nations erected them to perpetuate the memory of 
great a nitons, fu ch as remarkable duels ; of which there are proofs both in Denmark 
and in Scotland ; and the number of (tones was proportionable to the number of great 
men who fell in the fight f: but they were befides eredled merely as (Vpulchral for per- 
fonsof rank J, who deferved well of their country* 

Not far from hence is a (tone, the mod: Angular that l ever remember to havefeen, 
and the only one of the kind that ever fell within my obfervation : this dies on the ground, 
is twelve feet long, two broad, one thick; has at one end the rude attempt to carve a 
head and /boulders, and was certainly the firll deviation from the former fpecies of 
monument; the firit eflay to give to Hone a refemblance to the human body* All 
that the natives fay of this, that it was placed over a giant, and is called Mac Bhrolchints 
fione- 

Afeend a fteep hill, with vaft gullies on the fide; and, on defeend ing, arrive in a 
plain inhabited by curlews, referring there to breed, and which flew round our heads 
like lapwings. At a place called Moni- quil is a final l circle of fmall ftones, placed clofe 
to each other : whether a little druidical place of worlhip, or of aflembly; or whether 

* Jofhua, xxiv. 26, 

f Wormii Manum, Daa. 62, 63. Buethius, Scot* Frifc. et Recenles Mores, 10* 
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a family place of fepulture, as isufual* with the northern nations* is not eafy to de¬ 
termine* If ail urn is found in the centre of this coronet, as is not uncommon, the 
doubt will ceafe. 

Pafs by the river Machrai, flowing through a rocky channel, which, in one part has^ 
worn through a rock, and left fo contracted a gap at the top as to form a very eafy 
ftep a-crofs. Yet not long ago a poor woman in the attempt, after getting one foot 
over, was ft ruck with fueh horror at the tremendous torrent beneath, that flie remained 
for fome hours in that attitude, not daring to bring her other loot over, till fome kind 
paffenger luckily came by, and aftifted her out of her diftrcfs* 

Arrive at Torino re, an extenfive plain of good ground, but quite in a ft ate of na¬ 
ture : feems formerly to have been cultivated, for there appear feveral veftiges of dikes, 
which might have ferved as boundaries* There is a tradition that in old rimes the 
fliores were covered with woods ; and this was the habitable part. 

The wane of trees in the internal part at present, and the kindly manner in which 
they grow about Brodie, favour this opinion* . 

On this plain are the remains of four circles, in a line, extending N. E* by S, W.; 
very few ftones are ftanding to perfect the inclofure, but thofe arc of a great lize j and 
ft and remote from each other. One is fifteen feet high and eleven in circumference* 
On the outfide of thefe circles are two others: one differs from all I have feen, con¬ 
fiding of a double circle of ftones and a mound within the leffer. Near thefe are the 
reliques of a ftone cheft, formed of five flat ftones, the length of two yards in 
the infide: the lid or top is loft* In the middle of thefe repertories was placed the 
urn filled with the afhes of the dead to prevent its being broken ; or to keep the earth 
from mixing with the burnt remains* In all probability there had been a cairn or heap 
of ftones above. 

By the number of the circles; and by their fequeftred fituation, this feems to have 
been facred ground, Thefe circles were formed for religious purpofes : Boethius re¬ 
lates, that Maimis, fon of Fergus I* a reftorer and cultivator of religion after the 
Egyptian manner (as he calls it) inftituted feveral new and folemn ceremonies : and 
caufed great ftones to be placed in form of a circle ; the largeft was fnuated towards the 
fouth, and ferved as an altar for the facrifices to the immortal gods f* Boethius is right 
in part of his account: but the objefk of the worfhip was the fun J, and what con¬ 
firms this, is the fituation of the altar pointed towards that luminary in his meridian 
glory. In this place the altar and many of the ftones are loft ; probably carried to 
build houfes and dikes not very remote from the place. 

At a fraall diftance farther is a cairn of a moft ftupendous fize, formed of great 
pebbles: which are preferved from being Scattered about by a circle of large ftones, 
that furround the whole bafe: a eircumftance fomerimes ufual in thefe monumental 
heaps §. 

Defcend through a narrow cleft of a rock to a part of the weftern fhore called 
Drum-an-duin, or the ridge of the fort, from a round tower that {lands above. The 
beach is bounded by cliffs of whitifti grit ftone, hollowed beneath into vaft caves. The 
moft remarkable are thofe of Fimmac-cuit, or Fingal, the fon of Cumhal, the father of 


* Ola us Magnus lib- l.e. 1 6 * Various circles of this nature arc engraven m Dahlberg's Suecia Kodierna 
tt Antiqua, tab, 104* Other very curious antiquities fmdhr 10 thefe, arc preferved in tab, 2 80, 261, 31e. 
312, and 323. 

t Bo-thins, lib* 11, p, ^ Dodor Maepherfun, p* 314, and Mr, Macpherfon, p. 162- 

§ Bor Ufe Autiq* Cornwall, tab* xvil. fig, 
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Offian, who, tradition fays, refided in this ifland for the fake of hunting. One of 
thefe caverns is a hundred and twelve feet long, and thirty high, narrowing to the top 
like a Gothic arch ; towards the end it branches into two: within thefe two recedes, 
which penetrate far, are on each fide feveral fmall holes, oppofite to each other: in 
thefe were placed tranverfe beams, that held the pots in which the heroes feethed their 
venifon; or probably, according to the mode of the times, the bags * formed of the lkins 
of animals flam in the chace, which were filled with flefh, and ferved as kettles fuffi- 
ciently drong to warm the contents; for the heroes of old devoured their meat half 
raw f, holding, that the juices contained the bed nourilhmeat. 

On the front of the divifion between thefe recedes, and on one fide, are various very 
rude figures, cut on the (tone, of men, of animals, and of a clymore or two-handed 
( word : but whether thefe were the amufements of the Fingallian age, or of after-times, 
is not eaiy to be afeertained; for caves were the retreats of pirates as well as heroes. 
Here are feveral other hollows adjacent, which are (hewn as the (table, cellars and 
dog-kennel of the great Mac-cuil: one cave, which is not honoured with a name, is 
remarkably fine, of great extent, covered with a beautiful fiat roof, and very well 
lighted by two auguft arches at each end : through one is a fine perfpeftive of the pro¬ 
montory Carn-baan, or the white heap of Hones whofe fide exhibits a long range of 
columnar rocks (not bafaltic) of hard grey whin (lone, reding on a horizontal ftra- 
tum of red done ; at the extremity one of the columns is infulated, and forms a fine 
obeliik. 

After riding fame time along the fhore, afeend the promontory : on the fummit is an 
ancient retreat, fecured on the land fide by a great dike of loofe dones, that inclofes the 
accefllble part; within is a Angle done, fet ere£t; perhaps to mark the fpot where the 
chieftain held his council, or from whence he delivered his orders. 

From this done is a fine view of Cantyre, the wedern fide of Arran, being feparated 
from it by a drait about eight miles wide. 

Leave the hills, and fee at Feorling another dupendous cairn, a hundred and four¬ 
teen feet over, and of a vaft height; aud from two of the oppofite fides are two vaft 
ridges ; the whole formed of rounded dones, or pebbles, brought from the fliores. 
Thefe immenfe accumulations of dones are the iepulchral proteftions of the heroes 
among the ancient natives of our iflands: the ttone-cheft, the repofitory of the urns and 
a(hes, are lodged in the earth beneath ; fometimes one, fomecimesmore, are found thus 
depofited; and I have one in dance of as many as ieventeen of thefe done cheds being dif- 
covered under the fame cairn. The learned have afiigned other caules for thefe heaps 
of dones; have fuppofed them to have been, in times of inauguration, the places 
where the chieftian-eleft dood to (hew himi'elf to the bed advantange to the people; or 
the place from whence judgment was pronounced ; or to have been erected on the 
road fide in honour of Mercury ; or to have been formed in memory of fome folernn 
compaft J. Thefe might have been the reafons, in fome indances, where the evidences 
of (tone cheds and urns are wanting j but thofe generally are found to overthrow all 
other fydems. 

Thefe piles may be judly fuppofed to have been proportioned in fize to the rank of 
the perfon, or to his popularity : the people of a whole diftrict affembled to (hew their 
rei'peft to the deceafed, and, by an active honouring of his memory, foon accumulated 
heaps equal to thole that adonifli us at this lime. But thefe honours were not merely 
thole of the day ; as long as the memory of the deceal'ed exiiled, not a paffenger went 

• Major, lib. v, p, 215* ■f Boethius Mores Scots 1 
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by without adding a (tone to the heap : they fuppofed it would be an honour to the 
dead, and acceptable to his manes. 

Qvianquam fcPinas, non eft mora longa; liceL.it 
InjeAo ter pulvers, curras. 

To this moment there is a proverbial expreflion among the Highlanders allufive to 
the old practice: a fuppliant will tell his patron, “ Curri mi clock er do charne I 
will acid a ftone to your cairn, meaning, when you are no more I will do all poftible 
honour to your memory. 

There was another fpeeies of honour paid to the chieftains, that I believe is ftill re¬ 
tained in this ifland, but the reafon is quite loft : that of fwearing by his name, and pay¬ 
ing as great a refpeft to that as to the moft facrcd oath f: a familiar one in Arran is, 
by Nail: it is at prefent unintelligible, yet is fufpefted to have been the name of fome 
ancient hero, 

Thefe cairns are to be found in all parts of our iflands,.in Cornwall, Wales, and all 
parts of North Britain; they v ere in ufe among the northern nations; Dahlberg, in 
his 3 23d plate has given the figure of one. In Wales they are called Carneddau ; but 
the proverb taken from them, with us, is not of the complintental kind tc Karn ar dy 
ben, JJ or, a cairn on your head is a token of imprecation. 

Dine at Skeddag, a fmall hamlet: after dinner, on the road fide, fee, in Shftkin or 
Seafgain church yard, a tomb ftone called that of St. Maol Jos, that is, the fervant of 
Jiisus. The faint is represented in the habit of a prieft, with a chalice in his hands, 
and a crofter by him : the ftone was broken about half year ago by fome facrileglous 
fellow, in fearch of treafure ; but an iflander, who Rood by, allured me, that the at¬ 
tempt did not go unpunifhod, for foon after the audacious wretch was vifited with a 
broken leg* 

St. Maol-Jos was a companion of St. Columba : the Lift % chofe Jona for the place of 
hisrefidence ; this faint fixed on the little ifland of Lamiafli, and officiated by turns at 
Shifkin, where he died at the age of a hundred, and was there interred* 

In this evening's ride pafs by fome farms, the only cultivated tract in the internal 
parts of the country : fawone of forty pounds a year, which had fixty acres of arable 
land annexed £0 it. Am imformed that the general fizeor value of farms was eight or 
nine pounds a year. 

Return to Brodie caflle. 

June 23. Take a ride to vifit other parts of the ifland : go through the village 
of Brodie, at a fmall diftance beneath the caftle, Vifit Glencloy, a plain, on which are 
five earthen tumuli, or barrows, placed in a row, with another on the outfide of them : 
on the top of on£ is a depreffion, or hollow; on that of another is a circle of ftones, 
whofe ends juft appear above the earth. Thefe are probably the memorial of fome 
battle: the common men were placed beneath the plain barrows ; the leaders under 
thofe diftinguifhed by the ftones. 

Pafs by the ruins of Kirk-michel chapel: vifit Mr. Fullerton, defeencled from the 
Mac-Louis, originally a French family, but fettled in this iftand near feven hundred 
years. He is one of the Irffer proprietors of this ifland : his farm is neat, well culti¬ 
vated, and inclofed with very thriving hedges. Robeit Bruce, out of gratitude for 
the protection he received from this gentleman's anceftor, Fergus Fullerton, gave 
him a charter dated at Arnele, Nov. 26, in the 2d year of his reign, for the lands of 
SLiftmichtl and Arywhonyne, or Straith-oughlian, which are ftill in the family, 

• Doctor Macplierfui^ 319. f Boethius, lib. i.p 4. 
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.Amile farther is a retreat of the ancient inhabitants, called Torr-an-fchian caftle, 
fur rounded with a great (tone dike. Here Robert Bruce fheltered himfelf for iome 
time, under the prote&ion of Mac-Louis. 

Two miles farther eaft, near the top of a great hill Dunfuin, on the brow, is a great 
ft rat uni of moll fingular fame, of a dull black-green call, fmooth glofij furface, fliat- 
tery in its compofition, femi-tranfparent, in fmall pieces, and of a mod vitreous appear¬ 
ance : it fometimes breaks into forms rather regular, and like thofe of that fpecics called 
Iceland cryftal; but cannot be reduced to that dal's, as it ftrikes fire with fteel, and re- 
fufes to ferment with acids. Seme pieces, more mature, break like glafs; of which it 
feems an imperfect fpecies, lefs pure than the Iceland agate *, and like that to have 
been the effeft of a volcano. 

The other foflil productions of this ifland, that I had an opportunity of feeing, were. 

An iron ore. Bolus martialis, Cronfted, fee. 87, 207. 

A molt ponderous white fpar, in all probability containing lead, found near Sannox. 

The done called Breccia quartzofa, Cronfted, fedfc. 275. 

Schiftus ardefiaof Linnaeus, p. 38. No. 5. A fine fmooth black kind of flate. 

Granites dtirus grifeus of Cronfted, feet. 270, No. 26. Like our Corniili nioor- 
ftone, but the particles finer. 

Very fine and large black cryftals, that would be ufeful to feal-cutters and lapidaries. 

Great variety of beautiful Sardonyxes: and other beautiful ftones indiferiminately 
called Scotch pebbles. 

A coal-mine has formerly been worked near the Cock of Arran, at the N. end of the 
ifiand. The coal had all the qualities of that of Kilkenny, and might prove of the ut- 
molt benefit to this country, was the work purfued ; not only as it might prove the 
means of reftoring the fah-pans, which formerly flourUhed here, but be of the utrnolt 
benefit to agriculture, in burning the lime-ftone which abounds in many parts. 

In the courfe of my ride, on the other fide of the hill of Dunfuin, facing the bay of 
Lamia fh, faw, on the road fide a cairn, of a different kind to what I had feen before: 
it was large, of an oblong form, and compofed like the others of round ftones : but 
along the top was a ftries of cells, fome entire, but many fallen in : each was covered 
with a fingle flat ftone of a great fize, refting on others upright, thatferved as fupperts; 
but I could not count them by reafon of the lapfe of the leffcr ftones. Dodlor Borlafe 
fays, that in Cornwall the number of upright ftones are three j but in Wales they 
fometimes exceed that number. 

Thefe cells are called in Wales, Cromleh and Ceft- va en or ftone chefts : arefpoken 
of largely by Mr. Rowland and by Doctor Borlafe, J, and by Wormius§ , under 
the name of Ara, or altar: the firft is divided in his opinion, for he partly inclines to 
the notion of their having been altars, partly to their having been fepulchres : he fup- 
pofes them to have been originally tombs, but that in after-times facrifices were per¬ 
formed on them to the heroes depofited in them : but there can be doubt of the former. 
Mr. Keyfler preferves an account of King Harold having been interred beneath a tomb 
of this kind in Denmark: but Mr. Wright difeovered in Ireland a (keleton depofited be¬ 
neath one of thefe Cromleh |). The great fimilarity of the monuments throughout the 
north, evinces the famenefs of religion to have been fpread in every part, perhaps with 
fome flight deviations. Many of thefe monuments are both Britilh andDanilh ; for we 
find them where the Danes never penetrated. It mull not be forgotten, that at one end 

* Pumex vitreus, Lin. fyft. iii. 182. t 48. t 2 l 3 i Sre. 
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of the cairn in queftion are feveral great (tones, fome extending beyond the cairn ; and 
on one fide is a large ere£t flone, perhaps an objeft of worfhip. 

Return near thefhore at the head of Brodic biy, and fee a vaft ftratnm of coral and 
{belts, the gift of the fea fome ages ago, fome part being covered with peat. 

June 24. In the afternoon leave Brodic caftle, croft a hill, defcend by the village of 
Kilbride, and reach the harbour of Lamlalb, where our veffel lay at anchor in the iafeft 
port in the univerle, a port perfectly Virgilian : 

Hie ini'ula portum 
Effit-.it oijtftu laterum. 

a beautiful feniiiunar bay forms one part: while the lofty ifland of Lamlalh extending 
before the mouth iecures it from the eait winds : leaving on each fide a fafe and eafy 
entrance. The whole circumference is about nine miles j and the depth of the water is 
fufficient for the largeft fliips. This is a place of quarantine : at this time three mer¬ 
chantmen belonging to Glafgow lay here for that purpofe, each with the guard boat 
altern. 

In the bottom of the bay was a fine circular bafin or pier now in ruins; the work of 
the good Dutchefs of Hamilton. 

Land 011 the ifland of Lamlalh, a vaft mountain in great part covered with heath ; but 
has a fufficient palture and arable land to feed a few milch cows, Iheep and goats, and to 
xaife a little com and a few potatoes. 

In the year 155?, the Englilh fleet under the Earl of Suflfex, after ravaging the coaft 
of Cantyre, at that time in pofl’effion of James Mac-comel, landed in this bay, and 
burned and deflroyedall the neighbouring country: proceeded afterwards to Cumray, 
and treated it in the fame manner. 

Buchanan gives this the Latin name of Molas and Molafla, from its having been the 
retreat of St. Maol-jos: for the fame reafon it is called the holy ifland, and Iiellan 
Leneow*, or that of Saints, and fometimes Ard-na-molas. St. Maol-jos's cave, the 
refidence of that holy man, his well of molt falutary water, a place tor bathing, his 
chair, and the ruins of his chapel are lliewn to ftranjgers y but the walk is tar irom 
agreeable, as the ifland is greatly infelted with vipers. 

The Dean of the ifles fays, that on this ille of Molas was foundit by John Lord of 
the ifles ancMonaftry of Friars which is decayit. But notwithflanding this, it contri¬ 
buted largely to the fupport of others on the main-land. Thus Lamlalh and the lands 
round the bay ; and thofe from Corry to Loch-ranza, were annexed to the abbey of 
Kil-whinnin. And thofe of Shilkin, Kihnore, Toreliu, and Benans to that of Sandale 
or Saddel in Cantyre. I imagine that 1 mull have feen the fite of it from the top of 
Cam baan: therefore take the liberty of mentioning it as having been a convent of 
Cillercians, founded by Reginaldus, fon of bomerled, lord of the ifles: the fame 
Scmerled who was flain near Renfrew in 1164. Here was atl’o a caflle belonging to 
the fucceflors of that petty prince; whofe owner Angus, lord of the ifles, gave protec¬ 
tion during his diftrefies to Robert Bruce. 

June 25. Weighed anchor at half an hour pall one in the morning, and going 
through the foutli paflage of the harbour, get into the middle of the Firth. Have a 
magnificent view on all lides of Arran and Lamlafh, and the coaft of C ntyre on one 
fide y and of the coalls of Cunningham and Garrick on the other. In front lay the 
hills of Galloway and the coaft of Ireland ; and the vaft crag of Ailfa, appearing here 


like 
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like an inclined hay-cock, rofe in the midit of tl.e channel. In our courfe fare to 
the weft the little and low ifland of Plada, oppofite, and as if rent from that of An an. 
a circumftance the name from bladhan, to break, feems to ’'upnrt. .,. 

After a very tedious calm reach tne crag of Ailfa, and, anchor 0.1 the ■ ■ * 

fifty yards of the fide in twelve fathom water, gravelly bottom. On this Me is a 
fmall beach, all the reft is a perpendicular rock for an amazing height, but fi ran the 
edges of the precipice, the mountain affumes a pyramidal form; toe whole cucu in¬ 
ference of the bafe is two miles. On the eaft fide is a ftupendous and amazmg at 
femblage of precipitous columnar rocks of great height nfing m wild fines one above 
the other; beneath thefe, amidft the ruins that had fallen from time to time, arc groves 
of elder trees, the only trees of the place: the Hoping iurface being almoft entirely 
covered with fern and ftiort graft. The quadrupeds that inhabit this rock are goats 
nnd rabbits; the birds that neftle in the precipices are numerous as (warms of bees, 
and not unlike them in their flight to and from the crag. On the veige of the preci¬ 
pice dwell the gannets and the fiiags. Beneath are guillemots, and the lazoi-bils, 

and under them the grey gulls and kittiwaks, helped by their cry to.fill thc ^ e11 ' 
in? chorus. The puffins made themfelves burroughs above, the fea-pus found a 
fcanty place for their eggs near the baffi. Some land birds made this their haunt. 
among them ravens, hooded crows, pigeons, wheat-ears and rock-jarks; and, what is 
wonderful, throftles exerted the fame melody in this feene of honor as they do m the 

S Three reptiles appeared here very unexpectedly: the naked black fnail, the com- 
mon and the ftriped fhell fnail; not volunteer inhabitants, but probably brought m 
the falads of fome vifitants from the neighbouring (bores. 

This rock is the property of the Earl of Caflils, who rents it for 33I. per anil, to 
people who come here to take the young gannets for the table, and the other buds fm 
the fake of their feathers. The laft are caught when the young birds are ready for 
their flight. The fowler afeends the rocks with great hazard, is provided with a long 
rod, furnifhed at the end with a lhort hair line with a running noole. 1 his he fiings 
round the neck of the bird, hawls it up, and repeats it till he takes ten or twelve 

Land on the beach, and find the ruins of a chapel, and the veftiges of places inha¬ 
bited byfiffieraien who refort here during the fealon for the capture of cod which 
abound here from January to April, on the great bank, which begins a little fouth of 
Arran, paffes this rock, and extends three leagues beyond, lhe fiffi are taken with 
iong lines, very little different from thofe defenbed in the third volume ® 1th ' e 
Zoology: a repetition is unneceflary ; the fifli are dried and then failed, but there a 9 

feldomfufficient caught for foreign exportation. . 

With much difficulty afeend to the caftle, a fquare tower of three ftories, each 
vaulted, placed pretty high on this only acceffible part of the rock, lhe path is nar-^ 
row, over a vaft flope, fo ambiguous that it wants but little of a true precipice : the « 
walk is horrible, for the depth is alarming. It would have been thought that nothing 
but an ea?le would have fixed his habitation here; and probably it was fome chieftain 
not left an animal of rapine. The only mark of civilization I faw in the caftle was an 
oven; a conveniency which many parts of North Britain are yet ftrangers to. , 

In I ro 7 on p Barclay of Ladyland undertook the romantic defign of poflefling hm|- 
felf of this rock, and of fortifying it for the ffirvice of the Spaniards. He arrived there 

* I cannot learn where thefe feathers are ufetL 
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with a few aiiiRants, as lie imagined, undifcovered; but one day walking alone on the 
beach, he unexpectedly encountered Mr. John Knox* who was Tent to apprehend him j 
and the moment he Jaw the unfriendly party, in delpair, he rufhed into the fea, and 
put an end to his exiftenee*. 

Made a hearty dinner under the ftade of the caftle, and even at that height pro¬ 
cured fine water from a fpring within a hundred yards of the place. The view of the 
bny of Ghwan in Garrick, within nine miles, and that of Campbeltown, about twenty- 
two, bounded each fide of the Firth. 

The weather was fo hot that wc did not afeend to the fummit, which is faid to be 
broad, and to have had on it a fmall chapel, defigned (as is frequent on the promon¬ 
tories of foreign ft ores) for the devout teaman to offer up his prayer, of ^application 
tor a fafe voyage, or of gratitude for a fafe return. 

In the evening return on board, and Reer towards Campbeltown, but make very 
little way, by realm of the ftillnefs of the night. 

June 26 . In the morning find ourfelves within nine miles,of the town, having to the 
fouth (near the end of Cantyre) Sarnia, or Avoyn, or ifland of harbours f, fo called 
from its being the Ration of the Danifh fleets, while that nation poffeffed the Hebrides; 
a high ifland, about two miles long, inhabited by lour families. InFordun’s time here 
was the chapel of St. Anrdan, and a finduary for the refuge of criminals J. Near it is 
Sheep ifland ; and a mile to the eafl lies PeterfoiFs rock, dreaded by mariners. The 
Mull, or extremity of Cantyre, lies at a fmall diRance beyond this groupe, 

Dired Mr. Thompfon to carry the veffel round the Mull, and to wait under the 
the ifie of Gigha. Take the boat, and make for Campbeltown; after feven miles 
reach the mouth of the harbour, eroded by a fmall and high ifland, with a deep but 
narnrow paffage on one fide $ on the other, conneded to the land by a beach, dry at 
the ebb of the tides, and io low, that ft range ihips, miffaking the entrance, fometimes 
run on fliore. The harbour widens to a very conliderable extent, is two miles in length, 
and of a conflderable depth of water, even ciofeto the town, which lies at the bottom. 

Campbeltown is now a very confiderable place, having rifen from a petty fifting 
town to its prefent flourifhing Rate in Ids than thirty years. About the year 1744 it 
had only two or three fmall veffels belonging to the port; at prefent there are feventy- 
eight fail, from twenty to eighty tons burthen, all built for and employed in the herring- 
fifhery, and about eight hundred failors are employed to man them. This town in 
fa£t was created by the fiftery, for it was appointed the place of rendezvous for the 
buffes $ two hundred and fixty have been feen in the harbour at once, but their num¬ 
ber declines fmee the ill payment of the bounty. 1 do not know the gradual increafe 
of the inhabitants here, but it is computed that there are feven thoyfand in the town 
and parifh. Two minifiers officiate, befides another for the church of the feceddrs, 
called the Reliefdioufe. 1 his is a remarkable neat building, and quite fliames that of 
the eftablilhed church ; was raifed by a voluntary fubfeription of 2300I. coliefted 
chiefly among the poflerity of oppreffed natives of the Lowlands, encouraged to fettle 
here fin times of perfection) by the Argy-te family. Thefe Rill keep themfelves dif- 
tindt from the old inhabitants, retain the zeal o£ their auceftors, are obllinately averfe 
to patronage, but are efteemed the moR induRrious people in the country. 

The antient name of this place was Ceandoch-chille-Ciarain, or the end of the loch 
iff St. Kerran, a faint of the neighbourhood. The country of which it is the capital, 

* Spotifwood*s Hill of Sent, p. 446 and 417, 

t Buchanan^ Kb, t. 35. The Dean of the ilks calls it Avoyo>fra iHe armies of Denmark callit to their 
lt?d, Havin. \ Fordun, lib. ii. c* 10, 
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is Cantyre, the molt fouthern part of Argybftiire; derived from Ceatm, a head and 
tire of the land; was the country of the Epidii of the Romans, and the extremity, the 
Epidii promontorium, now the Mull of Cantyre, noted for the violence of the adverfe 
tides, compared to the force of a mill-race, from whence the modern name. Magnus 
the Barefooted made a conquelt of it, and added it to the Hebrides, making an ifland 
of it by the ratio ultima regum. Torfeus fays, that the antient name -was Saltiria, or 
Satiria, perhaps Norwegian *, 

This pcninfula, from the Tarbat to the Mull, is above forty miles long, and from 
five to twelve miles broad : is hilly, but, comparative to other parts, cannot be called 
mountainous; is open and in general naked, but near Campbeltown are feme thriving 
plantations. The country is at prefent a mixture of heath and arable land ; the land is 
good, capable of bearing vyheat, but little is raifed for want of mills to grind it; either 
the inhabitants buy their flower from England, or fend the grain they have to be ground 
in the fhire of Ayr. Much bear is fown here, great quantities of potatoes raifed, and 
near 800I. worth annually exported. Numbers of black cattle are reared, but 
chiefly killed at home, and falted for the ufe of the buffes at Campbeltown. Much 
butter and cheefe is made; the I aft large and bad. There are befides (beep and goats; 
the lalt killed for winter proviflon. 

Notwithftanding the quantity of bear raifed, there is often a fort of dearth : the 
inhabitants being mad enough to convert their bread into poifon, diftilling annually' 
fix thoufand bolls of grain into whilkv. This feems a modem liquor, for in old 
times the diftillation was from thyme, mint, anife f, and other fragrant herbs, and ale 
was much in ufe with them. The former had the fame name with the ufquebaugh,. 
or water of life ; but by Boethius’ account, it was taken with moderation. 

The Duke of Argyle, the principal proprietor of this country, takes great pains in 
difcouraging the pernicious practice ; and obliges all his tenants to enter into articles, to 
forfeit five pounds and the {till, in cafe they are detected in making this liqueur d' enfer ; 
but the trade is fo profitable that many perfift in it, to the great neglect of manufac¬ 
tures. Before this bufinefs got ground, the women were accuftomed to fpin a great 
deal of yarn (for much flax is raifed in thefe pans) but at prefent they employ them- 
felves in diftilling, while their hufbands are in the Geld. 

Rural economy is but at a low ebb here : his Grace does all in his power to promote 
that mo ft ufeful of arts, by giving a certain number of bolls of burnt lime to thofe 
who can {hew the largeft and beft fallow ; and allowing ten per cent, out of the rents 
to fuch farmers who lay out any money in folid improvements; for example, in in- 
clofing, and the like. The Duke alfo (hews much humanity in another inltance, by 
permitting his tenants, in the places of his eftates where flags inhabit, to deftroy them 
with impunity; refigning that part of the antient chieftain’s magnificence, rather than 
beafts of chace Ihould wafte the bread of the poor. 

Cantyre was granted to the houfe of Argyle after a fuppreflion of a rebellion of the 
Mac-donalds of the ifles (and I fuppofe of this pcninfula) in the beginning of the lall 
century J, and the grant was afterwards ratified by parliament §. ihe antient inhabi¬ 
tants were the Mac-donalds, Mac-eachrans, Mac-kays, and Mac-maths. 

June 27. Take a ride along the weft fide of the bay. See, in Kilkerran church¬ 
yard, feveral tombs of artificers, with the inilruments of their trades engraven: amongft 
others appear a goofe and (hears, to denote that a taylor lay beneath. A little fur¬ 
ther on the fliore are the ruins of Kilkerran caftfe, built by James V. when he vifited 

# Tmfseus, 73 f Eoecl/us de Monbus Scot, n, 
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this place in order to quell a rebellion : he was obliged to'fly to it for protection, and, 
as is faid, to abandon it to the fury of the infurgents, who took the fortrefs, and hung 
his governor. 

Turn to the fouth, and vifit fome caves in the rocks that face the Firth: thefe are 
very magnificent, and very various; the tops are lofty, and refemble Gothic arches ; 
one has on all fides a range of natural feats, another is in form of a crofs, with three 
line Gothic porticos, for entrances; this had been the refidence of St. Kerran, had 
formerly a wall at the entrance, a fecond about the middle, and a third far up, form¬ 
ing different apartments. On the floor is the capital of a crofs, and a round bafon, 
cut out of the rock, full of fine water, the beverage of the faint in old times, and of 
failors in the prefent,"who often land to drefs their vi&uals beneath this fhelter. An 
antient pair, upwards of fevenry years of age, once made this their habitation for a 
confiderable time. 

Return; view the crofs in the middle of the town : a moft beautiful pillar, richly 
ornamented with foliage, and with this jnfcription on one fide; Iiac: ejl; crux : Do¬ 
mini : Tvari M: H: Eacbyrtm ■ quondam : Redons: de Kyrecan : et: Domini : Andre : 
nati : ejus : ReBoris de Kil: coman ; qui banc crucem fieri faciebat. Mr. Gordon (by 
report J mentions this as a Danilh obelifk, but does not venture the defcription as he 
had not opportunity of feeing it: his informant faid, that it was brought from Jona, 
which concurs with the tradition of this place. 

At night am admitted a freeman of Campbeltown, and, according to the cuftom of 
the place, confult the Oracle of the Bottle about my future voyage, aflifted by a nu¬ 
merous company of brother burgeffes. 

June 28. Leave Canibeltown with a full fenfe of all the civilities received there. 
Ride over a plain about five miles wide. See on the road fide a great wheel, defigned 
for the raifing water from the neighbouring collieries. The coal is eight feet thick, 
dips one yard in five, and points N. E. by N. W.; is fold on the bank for four fliil- 
lings per ton; but fufficient is not yet railed for the ufe of the country. 

This plain is fruitful, pretty much inclofed, and the hedges grow well; a great en¬ 
couragement for further experiments; the improved land is rented here from fifteen 
to twenty fhillings an acre. 

Obferve on the road fide the ruins of the chapel of Cill-chaovain, or Kil-chyvain ; 
within are fome old grave ftones, engraven with figures of a two-handed fword, and 
of dogs chafing a deer. 

Ride three miles along the fands of Machrai’-Shanais bay, noted for the tremendous 
fize and roaring of its waves in ftormy feafons; and for the lofs of many fliips, which, 
by reafon of the lownefs of the land, are received into defl.ru £t ion. 

Dine at a tolerable houfe at Bar ; vifit the great cave of Bealach-a’-chaochain, near 
the fbore. Embark in a rotten, leaky boat, and pafiing through fix miles of rippling 
fea, find late at night onr veffel fafe at anchor, under the eaft fide of the ifle of Gigha, 
in the little harbour of Caolas-gioglatn, protected by Gigha, and the little ifle of Cara 
on the weft and fouth, and by a chain of vaft rocks to the eaft : numhers appear juft 
peeping above water in feveral parts, and others that run out far from the Cantyre 
fhore correfpond with thefe fo exactly, as to make it probable that they once formed 
the fame bed. 

June 29. Land on Gigha, an ifland about fix miles, and one broad; the moft 
eaftern of the Hebrides: this, with Cara, forms a parifh in the county of Bute, in the 
prdbytery of Cantyre. Has in it no high hills, and is a mixture of rock, pafture, and 
arable land. Produces barley, bear, oats, flax, and potatoes. Malt is made here and 
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exported : and about a hundred and fifty bolls of bear; infomuch that fometimes the 
natives feel the.want of it, and fuffer by a fcarcity arifing from their own avarice. 
They alfo rear more cattle than they can maintain, and annually lofe numbers tor want 

of fodder. , _ ,. , , . . - 

The ifland is divided into thirty marklands, each of which ought to maintain fourteen 

cows and four horfes, befides producing a certain quantity of corn. The bear yields 
five, the oats three fold. Each markland is commonly occupied by one farmer, 
who has feveral married fervants under him, who live in feparate cottages and are 
allowed to keep a few cattle and Iheep. The wages are from three to four pounds a 
year to the men-fervants; from twenty to thirty {hillings to the women. The young 
men employ themfelves in the fummer in the herring fiftiery ; but during winter give 

themfelves up entirely to an inactive life. _ 

This ifland contains about five hundred inhabitants, and the revenue is about Iix 
hundred a year ; moll of it belonging to Mr. Macneile of Taynifli. In old times the 
laird was fty led Thane of Gigha: his family has been long owner of thefe little tern-- 
tories, this lea-girt reign, but was difpoftefted of it in 1^49) by the clan Donald, and 
recovered it again; but hiftory omits the time of reftoration. Difcontent has even 
reached this finall ifland, and two families have migrated to America. 

Breakfaft with the minifter, who may truly be laid to be wedded to his flock. The 
ocean here forbids all wandering, even if inclination excited; and the equal lot of 
the Scotch clergy is a ftill ftronger check to every afpiring thought: this binds them 
to their people, and invigorates every duty towards thofe to whom they confider them¬ 
felves connefted for life; this equal lot may perhaps blunt the ambition after feme 
of the more fpecious accomplifliments ; but makes more than amends by Iharpening 
the attention to thofe concerns which end not with this being. 

Vifit the few wonders of the ifle : the firft is a little well of a moll miraculous qua¬ 
lity ; for, in old times, if ever the chieftain lay here wind-bound, he had nothing more 
to do than caufe the well to be cleared, and inftantly a favourable gale arofe. But 
miracles are now ceated. 

Examine the ruins of a church, and find fome tombs with two-handed fwords, the 
ClaiJh-da-Iaimb of the hero depolited beneath, 

A little farther, at Kil-chattan, is a great rude column, fixteen feet high, four 
broad, and eight inches thick, and near it, a cairn. On a line with this, at Cnoc-a’- 
chara, is another, and ftill higher in the fame direction, at Cnoc-a -crois, is a crois and 
three cairns ; probably thecrofs, after the introduction of Chriftianity, was formed out 
of a pagan monument fimilar to the two former. 

In the bottom a little eall from thefe, is a large artificial mount of a fquare form, 
growing lels and lels towards the top, which is flat, and has the veltige of a bread- 
wall around. The mount Romelborg in Sweden, engraven by M. Dahlberg, 
No. 325, is fomewhat fimilar: this probably was the work of the Danes, the neigh¬ 
bouring nation. 

Return to the fhore \ obferve a vaft bed of mo ft pure and fine mild, uierul in the 
glals manufacture: the fame fpecies, but defiled with a mixture of fea land, appears 
again on the oppofite coaft of Canty re* 

The birds that appear here at prefent are the common gull., common fatid piper, and 
fta pie. The great ar&ic diver, of the Britifh Zoology, fomedmes vifits thefe feas* and 
is filled in the Krfe farbhuachaille, or the herdfman of the ocean ; becaufe, as is pre- 
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tended* it never leaves that dement, never flies, and hatches the young beneath its 
wing* 

The weather extremely fine ; but fo calm that Mr. Thompfon is obliged to tow the 
veffel out of this little harbour, which is of unequal depths, but unfit for veflels that 
draw more than fourteen feet water. Pafs under Cara, an ifle one mile long, divided 
by a narrow channel, fourh of Gigha, is inhabited by one family, and had once a chapel. 
At the fouth end it rifes into a hill exactly formed like a loaf of bread. The property 
of this little place is in Mr. Macdonald of Largis. 

Attempt to fleer for the ifland of Hay, but in vain. Am entertained with the variety 
and greatnefs of the views that bound the channel, the great found of Jura ; to the eaft 
the mountains of Arran over-top the far-extending fliores of Canty re ; to the weft lies 
Jura, mountainous and rugged ; four hills, naked and diftinft, alpire above the reft, 
two of them known to the lea men by the name of the Paps, ufefui in navigation; far 
to the north juft appears a chain of imall ifles ; and to the fourh the ifiand of Rathry, 
the fnppofed R-icnea, or Ricina of Pliny *, on the coaft of Ireland, which ftretches be¬ 
yond far to the weft. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE HEBRIDES. 

The leifure of a calm gave ample time for reflection on the hiftory and greater events 
of the iflands now in view, and of the others, the objefts of the voyage* In juftice to 
that able and learned writer the Rev. Dr. John Macpherfon, late minifter of Slate in 
Skie, let me acknowledge the affiftance I receive front his ingenious efi’ay on this very 
fubjefl; for his labours greatly facilitate my attempt, not undertaken without con flitt¬ 
ing the authors he refers to ; and adding numbers of remarks overfeen by him, and 
giving a confiderahle continuation of the hiftory. It would be an oftentatious talk to 
open a new quarry, when fuch heaps of fine materials He ready to my hand. 

All the accounts left us by the Greek and Roman writers are enveloped withobfeu- 
rity ; at all times brief, even in their defeription of places they had eafieil accefs to, and 
might have deferibed with the rnoft farisfaetory precifion ; but in remote places their 
relations furnifh little more than hints, the food for conjecture to the vifionary antiquary. 

That Pytheas, a traveller mentioned by Strabo, had viiited Great Britain, I would 
wifh to make only apocryphal: he aflerts that he vifited the remoter parts; and that 
he had alio feen Thule, the land of romance among the ancients, which all may pretend 
to have feen; but every voyager, to fwcll his fame, made the ifland he {aw laft the ultima 
Thule of his travels. If Pytheas had reached thefe parts he might have obferved float¬ 
ing in the leas multitudes of gelatinous animals, the medufse of Linnaeus, and out af 
thefe have formed his fable: he made his Thule a compofidon of neither earth, fea, 
nor air, but like a compofition of them all; then, catching his fimile from what floated 
before him, compares it to the lungs t of the fea, the Ariftotelian idea of ihefe bodies ; 
and from him adopted by naturalifts, lucceffors to that great philofopher* Strabo very 
jiiftly explodes thefe abfurd tales, yet allows him merit in deferibing the climate of the 
places he had feen. As a farther proof of his having viiited the Hebrides, he mentions 
their unfriendly iky, that prohibits the growth of the finer fruits; and that the natives 
are obliged to carry their corn under fhelter, to beat the grain out, left it fhould be 
fpoiled by the defeft of the fun, and violence of the rains J. This is the probable part 
of his narrative; but when the time that the great geographer wrote is confidered; at 

* Lib. iv. e. f Hi ft. Ang. lib, xv, Strabo, Hb. li p. 71. 
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aperiod that tliefe iflands had been neglefted for a very longfpace by the Romans, and 
when the. difficulties of getting among a fierce and unfriendly nation mu!t be alnioit 
infuperable, doubts innumerable -refpecting the veracity of this relater muft arife : all 
that can be admitted in favour of him is, that he was a great traveller, that he might 
have either vifited Britain, with fome of the nations commercing with our iile, or liave 
received from them accounts, which lie afterwards dreffed out mixed with the ornaments 
of fable. A traffic mufl; have been carried on with the very northern inhabitants of 
our iflands in the time of Pytheas, for one of the articles of commerce mentioned by 
Strabo, the ivory bits, were made either of the teeth of the walrus, or of a fpecies of 
whale native of the northern feas. 

The geographer Mela, who flourifficd in the reign of Claudius, is the next who takes 
notice of our leffer iflands. He mentions the Oreades. as confiding of thirty; the 
iEmodEC of leven. The Romans had then made a conqueft of the former, and might 
have feen the latter; but from the words of the hiftorian, it is probable that the Shet¬ 
land iflands were thofe intended ; for lie informs us, that the Aimodte were carried out 
over again ft Germany: the file of the Hebrides will not admit of this defeription, which 
agrees veiy well with the others; for the ancients extended their Germany, and its 
imaginary iflands, to the extreme north. 

Pliny the elder is the next that mentions thefe remote places. lie lived later than 
the preceding writers, and of courfe his information is fuller : by means of intervening 
difeoveries, he has added ten more to the number of the Orcades: is the firft Writer 
that mentions the Hebrides, the iflands in queftion ; and joins in the fame line the 
JEmoda:, or, as it is in the beft editions more properly written, the Acmodm *, or ex¬ 
treme point of the Roman expeditions to the north, as the Shetland ifles in the higheit 
probability were. Pliny and Mela agree in the number of the iEmodae, or Acmoda:; 
the former makes that of the Hasbudes thirty ; an account extremely near the truth, 
deducing the little ifles, or rather rocks, that furrounded moft of the greater, and many 
©f them fo indiftinct as fcarcely to be remarked, except on an actual furvey. 

Solinus fucceeds Pliny : if he, as is fuppofed, was cotemporary with Agricola, he has 
made very ill ufe of the light he might have received from the expeditions of that great 
general, whofe officers might have furniffied the hiftorian with better materials than 
thofe he has communicated. He has reduced the number of the Hasbudes to five : he 
tells us, that “ the inhabitants were unacquainted with com; that they lived only on 
fifli and milk; that they had one king, as the iflands were only feparated from each 
other by narrow ftraits; that their prince was bound by certain rules of government to 
do juftice ; and was prevented by poverty from deviating from the true courfe ; being 
fupported by the public, and allowed nothing that he could call his own, not even a 
wife; but then he was allowed free choice, by turns one out of every diftrict of any 
female that caught his affection, which deprived him of all ambition about a fuc- 
ceffor f.” 

By the number of tbefe iflands, and by the minute attention given by the hiftorian 
to the circumftanee of their being feparated from each other by very narrow ftraits, I 
fliould imagine that which is now called the Long ifland, and includes Lewis, North Uift 
Benbecula, South Uift, and Barra, to have been the five Hasbudes of Solinus ; for the 
other great iflands, fuch as Skie, &c. are too remote from each other to form the pre¬ 
ceding very characteriftic defeription of that chain of iflands. Thefe. might naturally- 
fall under the rule of one petty prince; almoff; the only probable part of Solinus’s 
narrative. 
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After a long interval appears Ptolemy, the Egyptian geographer: he alio enumerates 
five Ebudte, and has given each a name; the weftern, Ebuda; the eaftern, Ricina, 
Maleos, Epidium. Camden conje&ures them to be the modern Skie, Lewis, Rathry, 
or Racline, Mull, and Hay ; and I will not controvert his opinion. 

The Roman hiftorians give very little light into the geography of thefe parts. Ta¬ 
citus, from whom moll might have been expe&ed, is quite lilent about the names of 
places ; notwithftanding he informs us, that a fleet by command of Agricola performed 
the circumnavigation of Britain. All that he takes notice of is the difcovery and the 
conqueft of the Orknies: it fliould feem that with the biographers of an ambitious 
nation, nothing feemed worthy of notice, but what they could dignify with the glory 

of viSory. . 

It is very difficult to aflign a reafon for the changeof name from Ebuda: to Hebrides; 
the Iaft is modern, and feems, as the annotator on Dr. Macpherfon fuppofes, to have 
arlfen from the error of a tranfcriber, who changed the u into r 't. 

From all that has been collected from the ancients, it appears that they were ac¬ 
quainted with little more of the Hebrides than the bare names : it is probable that the 
Romans, either from contempt of 1 'uch barren fpors, from the dangers of the feas, the 
violence of the tides, and horrors of the narrow founds in the inexperienced ages of 
navigation, never attempted their conquefl, or faw more of them than what they had 
in fight, during the few circumnavigations of Great Britain, which were expeditions 
more of oflentaiion than of utility. 

The inhabitants had probably for fome ages their own governors: one little king to 
each ifland, or to each groupe, as neceffity required. It is reafonable to fuppofe, that 
their government was as much divided as that of Great Britain, which it is well known 
was under the direction of numbers of petty princes before it was reduced under the 
power of the Romans. 

No account is given in hiftory of the time thefe iflands were annexed to the govern¬ 
ment of Scotland. If we may credit our Saxon hiftorians, they appear to have been 
early under the dominion of the Piets; for Bede and Adam nanus inform us, that loon 
after the arrival of St. Columba in their country, Brudeus, a Pi&ifti monarch, made 
the faint aprefent of the celebrated ifland of Jona *. 

But neither the holy men of this ifland, nor the natives of the reft of the Hebrides, 
enjoyed a permanent repofe after this event. 

The fir ft invafion of the Danes does not feem to be eafily afcertained : it appears 
that they ravaged Ireland, and the ifie of Rathry, as early as the year 735. In the fol¬ 
lowing century their expeditions became more frequent: Harold Harfiiger, or the 
Light-haired, purfued in 875 feveral petty princes whom he had expelled out of Nor¬ 
way, who had taken refuge in the Hebrides, and molefted his dominions by perpetual 
defeents from thofe iflands. He feems to have made a rapid conqueft : he gained as 
many victories as he fought battles; he put to death the chief of the pirates, and made t 
an indiferiminate daughter of their followers. Soon after his return, the iflanders re- 
poffeffed their ancient feats; and in order to reprefs tl^eir infults, he fent Ketil, the 
Flat-nofed, with a fleet and fome forces for that purpofe. He foon reduced them 
to terms ; but made his victories fubfervient to his own ambition ; he made alliances 
with the Reguli he had fubdued; he formed intermarriages, and confirmed to them 
their old dominions. This effected, he fent back the fleet to Harold, openly declared 
himfelf independent, made himfelf prince of the Hebrides, and caufed them to acknow- 

* Bede, lib. iii. c. iv, A damn anus vit. CoJumbse, lib. ii. c. 10, and 28. 

' 3 


f Torfaen e, io- 

ledge 


pennant’s SECOND TOUR IK SCOTLAND. 


»75 

ledge him as fuch by the payment of tribute, and the badges of vaffalage*. Keti! re¬ 
mained during life mailer of the iflands, and his fubjedts appear to have been a warlike 
fet of freebooters, ready to join with any adventurers. Thus when Eric, fon of Harold 
Harfager, after being driven out of his own country, made an invafion of England, he 
put with his fleet into the Hebrides, received a large reinforcement of people, fired with 
the hopes of prey, and then proceeded on his plan of rapine f. After the death of 
Ketil a kingdom was in after-times compofed out of them, which from the refidence of 
the little monarch in the ifle of Man, was Ailed that of Man The iflands became 
tributary to that of Norway for a confiderahle time, and princes were fent from 
thence ]| to govern ; but at length they again fhook off the yoke. Whether the little 
potentates ruled independent, or whether they put themfelves under the proteftion of 
the Scottifh monarchs, does not clearly appear ; but it is reafonable to luppofe the laft, 
as Donald-bane is accufed of making the Hebrides the price of the alfiftance given him 
by the Norwegians againft his own fubjecls. Not with Handing they might occafionally 
feek the protection of Scotland,- yet they never were without princes of their own : from 
the chronicles of the kings of Man ** we learn that they had a fuccefiion. 

In 1089 is an evident proof of the independency of the iflanders on Norway; for on 
the death of Lagman, one of their monarchs, they fent a deputation to O'Brian, King 
of Ireland, to requetl a regent of royal blood to govern them during the minority of 
their young prince. They probably might in turn compliment in fome other refpects 
their Scottilh neighbours: the iflanders mull have given them fome pretence to fove- 
reignty, for. 

In 1093, Donald-bane, King of Scotland, calls in the aflillance of Magnus, the Bare¬ 
footed, King of Norway, and bribes him with a promife of all the iflands ft • Magnus 
accepts the terms, but at the fame time boafts that he does not come to invade the ter¬ 
ritories of others, but only to refume the ancient rights of Norway. His conquefts are 
rapid and complete, for befidesthe iflands, by an ingenious fraud JJ, he adds Cantyre to 
his dominions. 

The Hebrides continued governed by a prince dependent on Norway, a fpecies of 
viceroy appointed by that court, and who paid, on afTuining the dignity, ten marks of 
gold, and never made any other pecuniary acknowledgement during life; but if another 
viceroy was appointed, the fame l’um was exacted from him §§. Thefe viceroys were 
fometimes Norwegians, fometimes natives of the ifles. In 1097 we find that Magnus |||| 
deputes a nobleman, of the name of Ingemund : in after-times we leam that natives 
were appointed to that high office ; yet they feem at times to have lhaken oft their in¬ 
dependency, and to have aflumed the title of king. Thus in 1206 we find ^ King John 
gives to his brother monarch Reginald, king of the ifles, a fafe conduct; and in fix 
years after, that Reginald fwears fidelity to our monarch, and becomes his liege-man. 
It is probable they fuited their allegiance to their conveniency; acknowledging the l’u- 
periority of England, Scotland, or Norway, according to the neceffity ot the rimes. 
Thus were the Hebrides governed, from the conqueft, by Magnus till the year 1263, 
when Acho, or Haquin, King of Norway, by an unfortunate invafion of Scotland, ter¬ 
minating in his defeat at Largs, fo weakened the powers of his kingdom, that his fuc- 
ceiTor, Magnus IV., was content in 1266 to make a ceffion of the iflands to Alexan¬ 
der III.; but not without ftipulating for the payment of a large fum, and of a tribute 
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of a hundred marks for ever, which bore the name of the annual of Noway. Ample 
provifion was alfo made by Magnus in the fame treaty, for the fecurity of the rights 
and properties of his Norwegian fu bj efts who chofc to continue in the ifles, where many 
of their poflerity remain to this day. 

Notwithftanding this revolution, Scotland Teems to have received no real acquifition 
of llrength : the iflands ftill remained governed by powerful chieftains, the defeendarits of 
Somerled, thane of Heregaidel, or Argyle, who, marrying the daughter of Olave, King 
of Man, left a divided dominion to his fons Dugal and Reginald : from the firfl were 
defeended the Mac-dougals of Lorn; from the lad the powerful dan of the Mac-donalds. 
Thelordfliip of Argyle with Mull, and the iflands north of it, fell to the fhare of the 
fil'd; Ilay, Cantyre, and the fouthern ifles were the portion-of the lad ; a divifion that 
formed the riiflinftion of the Sudereys and Nordereys, which will be farther noticed in 
the account of Jona. 

Thefe chieftains were the fcourges of the kingdom : they are known in Iiidory but 
as the devadations of a temped ; for their paths were marked with the mod barbarous 
defolation. Encouraged by their didance from the feat of royalty, and the turbulence 
of the times, which gave their monarhs full employ, they exercifed a regal power, and 
often afliimed the title; but are more generally known in hiflory bv the ftile of the 
Lords of the ifles, or the Earls of Rofs; and fo me times by that of the great Mac-donald. 

Hiftorians are filent about their proceedings, from the retreat of the Danes, in 1263, 
till that of 1335, when John, lord of the ifles, withdrew his allegiance*. In the be¬ 
ginning of the next century his fucceffors were fo independent, that Henry IV. f fent 
two ambafiadors, in the years 1405 and 1408, to form an alliance with the brothers 
Donald and John: this encouraged them to coAimit frefh hodilities againfl their natural 
prince. Donald, under pretence of a claim to the earldom of Rofs, invaded and made 
aconqued of that country ; but penetrating as far as the fliire of Aberdeen, after a 
fierce but undecifive battle with the royal party, thought proper to retire, and in a 
little time to fwear allegiance to his monarch f, James I. But he was permitted to 
retain the county of Rojs, and aflume the title of earl. His fucceffor, Alexander, at 
the head of ten thoufand men, attacked and burnt Invernefs; at length terrified with 
the preparations made againfl him, fell at the royal feet, and obtained pardon as to life 
but was committed to drift confinement. 

Hisk-infman and deputy, Donald Ballocb, refenting the imprifonmeilt of his chieftain 
excited another rebellion, and dedroyed the country with fire and fword; but on his 
flight was taken and put to death by an Irifli chieftain, with whom he forndit pro¬ 
tection. 0 ^ 

Thefe barbarous inroads were very frequent with a fet of banditti, who had no ether 
motive in war but the infamous inducement of plunder. In p 251 we fee their cruel 
invafion of the fliire of Lenox, and the horrible maffacre in confequence. 

In the reign of James II., in the year 1461, Donald, another petty tyrant, and Earl 
of Rofs, and lord of the ifles, renewed the pretence of in dependency, Jurprifed thecaflle 
of Invernefs, forced his way as far as Athol, obliged the Earl and Countefs, with the 
principal inhabitants, to feek refuge in the church of St. Bridget, in hopes of finding 
fecurity from his cruelty by the fanftity of the place; but the barbarian and his fol¬ 
lowers let fire to the church, put the ecclefiaftics to the fword, and, with a great booty 
carried the Earl and Gountefs prifoners to his caflle of Claig, in the ifland of Ilay §. In 
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a fecond expedition, immediately following the fird', he differed the penalty of his im¬ 
piety ; a temped overtook him, and overwhelmed mod of his aflaciates, and he cfcap-- 
ing to Invernefs, perilhed by the hands of an Irilh harper* : his furviving followers 
returned to Hay, conveyed the Earl and Countefs of Athol to the fanftuary they had 
violated, and expiated their crime by reftoriiig the plunder, and makingiarge donations 
to the ihrine of the - offended faint. 

John, lucceffor to the lad Earl of Rofs, entered into an alliance with Ed ward IV. f, 
fent arabaffadors to the court of England, where Edward empowered the Bilhop of 
Durham, and Earl of Worceder, the" prior of St. John’s of Jerufatem, and John Lord 
"Wenlock to conclude a treaty with him, another Donald Balloch, and his fon and heir 
John. They agreed to ferve the king with all their power, and to become his fubjefts: 
the Earl was to have a hundred marks derling for life in time of peace, and two hun¬ 
dred pounds in time of war; and thefe ifland allies, in cafe of the conqued of Scotland, 
were to have confirmed to them all the poffeflions to the north of the Scottilh fea; and 
in cafe of a truce with the Scottilh monarch, they were to be included in it J. But 
about the year 1476, Edward, from a change of politics, courted the alliance of James III., 
and dropt his new allies. James, determined to fubdue this rebellious race, fent againd 
them a powerful army, under the Earl of Athol, and took leave of him with this good 
wilh, “ Furth, fortune, and fil the fettersas much as to fay, “ Go forth, be fortu¬ 
nate, and bring home many captives which the family of Athol have ufed ever fmce 
for its motto. Rofs was terrified into fubmiflion, obtained his pardon, but was deprived 
of his earldom, which by aft of parliament was then declared unalienably annexed to 
the crown ; at the fame time the king redored to him Knapdalc and Cantyre §, which 
the Earl had refigned, and inveded him anew with the lordfliip of the ifles, to hold 
them of the king by fervice and relief [|. 

Thus the great power of the Hies was broken ; yet fir a confiderable time after, the 
petty chieftains were continually breaking out into fmall rebellions, or harraffed each 
other in private wars; and tyranny feetns but to have been multiplied. James V. 
found it neceffary to make the "voyage of the ifles in perfon in 1536; feized and brought 
away with him feveral of the mod confiderable leaders, and obliged them to find fecu- 
rity for their own good behaviour, and that of their vaffals. The names of thefe chief¬ 
tains were (according to Lindefay **) Mydyart, Mac-connel, Mac-loyd of the Lewis, 
Mac-niel, Mac-lane, Mac-intolh, John Mudyart, Mac-kay, Mac-kenzie, and many 
others ; but by the names of fome of the above, there feem to have been continental 
as well as infuiar nmlecontents. He examined the titles of their holdings, and finding 
feveral to have been ufuvped, re-united their lands to the crown. In the fame voyage 
he had the glory of caufing furveys to be taken of the coads of Scotland, and of the 
iflands, by his pilot, Alexander Lindefay ; which were publilhed in 1583, at Paris, by 
Nicholas de Nicholay, geographer to the French monarch t+. 

The troubles that fucceed the death of James occafioned a negleft of thefe infulated 
parts of the Scottilh dominions, and left them in a date of anarchy : in 1614, the Mac¬ 
donalds made a formidable in fur reft ion, oppugning the royal grant of Cantyre to the 
Earl of Argyle and his relations |J- The petty chieftains continued in a fort of rebel¬ 
lion, and the fword of the greater, as ufual in weak government, was employed againd 
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them : the encouragement and protection given by them to pirates, employed the 
power of the Campells during the “ reign of James VI. and the beginning of that of 
Charles I. * 

But the turbulent fpirit of old times continued even to the prefent age. The heads 
of clans were by the divifions, and a falfe policy that predominated ill Scotland during 
the reign of William III. flattered,with an unreal importance : inftead of being treated 
as bad fubje&s, they were courted as deferable allies ; inftead of feeling the hand of 
power, money was allowed to bribe them into the loyalty of the times. They would 
have accepted the fubfidies, notwithftanding they detefted the prince that offered them. 
They were taught to believe themfelves of fuch confequence that in thefe days turned 
to their deftru&ion. Two recent rebellions gave legiflature a late experience of the 
folly of permitting the feudal fyftem to exift in any part of its dominions. The a£t of 
1748 at once deprived the chieftains of all power of injuring the public by their com¬ 
motions f. Many of thefe Reguli fecond this efFort of legtflamre, and neglect no op¬ 
portunity of rendering themfelves hateful to their unhappy vaflals, the former inftru- 
ments of ambition. The Halcyon days are near at hand : oppreffion will beget depopu¬ 
lation ; and depopulation will give us a dear-bought tranquillity. 

The remainder of the day is paft in the found of Jura : about twelve at noon a plea- 
fant but adverfe breeze arofe, which obliged us to keep on towards the north, fome- 
times tacking towards the coaft of lower Knapdale, black with heathy mountains, ver¬ 
dant near thefliores with trails of corn ; advance towards upper Knapdale, ruggid and 
alpine : am told of a dangerous rock in the middle of a channel. About one o’clock 
of June 30, receive notice of getting into the harbour of the final 1 ifles of Jura, by the 
veffel’s touching ground in the entrance. On the appearance of daylight find our- 
felves at anchor in three fathom and a half of water, in a moft pieturefque bay, 
bounded on the weft by the ifte of Jura, with the paps overfit ado wing us ; and to the 
eaft feveral little iflands cloathed with heath, leaving narrow admiflions into the port at 
North and South : in the maps this is called the bay of Meil. 

Land on the greater ifle, which is high and rocky. A boat filled with women and 
children erodes over from Jura, to co left: their daily wretched fare, limpets and perri- 
winkles. Obferve the black guillemots in little flocks, very wild and much in motion. 

Mr. Campbell, principal proprietor of the illand, is fo obliging as to fend horfes : 
land in Jura, at a little village, and fee to the right on the fhore the church, and the 
luinifter’s manfe. Ride weft ward about five miles to Ard-fin, the residence of Mr, 
Campbell, fealed abow the found of Hay. 

Jura, the moft rugged of the Hebrides, is reckoned to be about thirty-four miles 
long, and in general ten broad, except along the found of Ilay : is compofed chiefly of 
valt mountains; naked and without the poffibility of cultivation. Some of the foiuh, 
and a little of the Weftem fides only are improveable : as is natural to be fuppofed, this 
ifland is ill peopled, and does not contain about feven or eight hundred inhabitants; 
having been a little thinned by the epidemic migrations. 

The very old clans are the Mac-ii-vuys and the Mac-raines: but it feems to have 
changed mafters more than once: in 1549Donald of Cantyre, Mac-guillayne of 
Doward, Mac-guillayne of Kinlyck-buy, and Mac-duffie of Colonfay were the proprie- 

* In the beginning of the Tail century the iflanders were continually harrafling Irehyid with their phm. 
dering invafionB; or landing there to fupport rebellions ; at length it was made treason to receive thtfe 
Hebridian Redihanks, as they were ftyled* Camden II. 1407. 
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tors: Mac-lean of Mull haJ alfo a fliare in 1586. At prefent Mr. Campbell by pur- 
chafe from Mr. Campbell of Shawfieid j Mr. Mac-neile of Colonfay, Mr. Campbell 
of Shawfieid ; and the Duke of Argyle divide this mafs of weather-beaten barrennefs 
among them. 

In 1607 Jura was included in the lordlhip of Cantyre, by charter, dated thelaft of 
May, then granted to Archibald Earl of Argyle. 

The produce is about three or four hundred head of cattle, fold annually at 3J. each, 
to graziers who come for them. About a hundred horles are alfo fold annually; here 
are a few ftieep with fleeces of mod excellent finenefs, and numbers of goats. In good 
feafons fufficient bear and oats are railed as will maintain the inhabitants : but they 
fometimes want, I fuppofe from the converfion of their grain into whilky. But the 
chief food of the common people is potatoes and fifh and (hell fifh. It is to be feared 
that their competence of bread is very final 1 . Bear produces four or five fold: oats 
three fold. 

Fern afhes bring in about a hundred pounds a year: about two hundred tons of 
kelp is burnt annually, and fold from 3I. tos. to 4I. per ton. 

Sloes are the only frilits of the ifland. An acid for punch is made of the berries of 
the mountain alh : and a kind of fpirit is alfo diflilled from them. 

Neceffity hath inftru&ed the inhabitants in the ufe of native dyes. Thus the juice of 
the tops of heath boiled fupplies them with a yellow ; the roots of the white water lily 
with a dark, brown. Thofe of the yellow water iris with a black : and the Galium 
verum, Rd of theiflanders with a very fine red, not inferior to that from Madder. 

The quadrupeds of Jura are about a hundred flags. Some wild cats, otters, floats, 
rats and feals, The feathered game, black cocks, grous, ptarmigans, and fnipes. 
The flags miift have been once more numerous, for the original name of the ifland 
was Deiry, or the ifle of Deer, fo called by the Norwegians from the abundance of 
thofe noble animals. 

The hard fare of thefe poor people feems to have been no impediment to the popula¬ 
tion of the ifland, nor yet to the longevity of the natives. The women are very pro¬ 
lific, and very often bear twins. The inhabitants live to a great age, and are liable to 
very few diftempers. Men of ninety work; and there is now living a woman of 
eighty who can run down a fbeep. The account given by Martin of Gillour Mac- 
crain, was confirmed to me. His age exceeded that of either Jenkins or Par: for he 
kept a hundred and eighty chriftmafles in his own houfe, and died in the reign of 
Charles I. Among the modern inftances of longevity I forgot to mention John Arm¬ 
our, of Campbeltown, aged one hundred and four, who was a cockfwain in our navy 
at the time of the peace of Utrecht} and within thefe three years was flout enough to 
go out a fliooting. 

This parifh is fuppofed to be the largeft in Great Britian, and the duty the moil 
troublefome and dangerous : it confifts of Jura, Colonfay, Oranfay, Skarba, and 
feveral little ifles divided by narrow and dangerous founds ; forming a length of not 
lefs than fixty miles j fupplied by only one minifter and an affiftant. 

Some fuperftitions are obferved here at this time. The old women, when they un¬ 
dertake any cure, mumble certain rhythmical incantations j and like the ancients, en¬ 
deavour decantare dolorem. They preferve a flick of the wicken tree, or mountain 
alh, as a protection againft elves. 

I had fome obfcure account here of a worm, that in a lefs pernicious degree, bears 
fome refemblance to the Furia infernalis * of Linnaeus, which in the vaft bogs of Kemi 
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drops on the inhabitants, eats into the flefli and occafions a moft excruciating death. 
TheFillian, a little worm of Jura, fma’1 as a thread and not an inch in length, like the 
Fyria, infmuates itfelf under the fkin, caufes a rednefs and great pain, flies fvviftlv from 
part to part; but is curable by a poultice of cheefe and honey. 

After dinner walk down to the found of Hay, and vifit the little ifland of Fruchlan, 
Hear to the fliore, and a mile or two from the eaftern entrance. On the top is a ruined 
tower of a fquare form, with walls nine feet thick ; on the weft fide the rock on which 
it ftands is cut through to a vaft depth, forming a fofs over which had been the draw 
bridge. This fortrefs feemed as if intended to guard the mouth of the found ; and 
was alfo the prifon where the Macdonalds kept their captives, and in old times was 
called the caftle of Claig. 

July i. Ride along the fliore of the found : take boat at the ferry, and go a mile 
more by water: fee on the Jura fide.fome flieelins or fummer huts for goatherds, who 
keep here a flock of eighty for the fake of the milk and cheefes. The laft are made 
without fait, which they receive afterwards from the allies of fea-tang, and the tang 
itfelf which the natives lap in it. 

Land on a bank covered with flieelins, the habitations of fome peafants who attend 
the herds of milch cows. Thefe formed a grotefque groupe; fome where oblong, 
many conic, and fo low that entrance is forbidden, without creeping through the little 
opening, which has no other door than a faggot of birch twigs, placed there occafionally: 
they are conltrufted of branches of trees, covered with fods ; the furniture a bed of 
heath, placed on a bank of fod; two blankets and a rug; fome dairy velfels, and 
above, certain pendant flielves made of balket work, to hold the cheefe, the produce 
of the fummer. In one of the little conic huts, I fpied a little infant afleep, under the 
protection of a faithful dog. 

Crofs, on foot, a large plain of ground, feemingly improveable, but covered with a 
deep heath, and perfectly in a ftate of nature. See the arCtic-gull, a bird unknown in 
South Britain, which breeds here on the ground : it was very tame, but, if difturbed, 
flew about like the lapwing, but with a more flagging wing. After a walk of four 
miles, reach the Paps: left the lefler to the fouth-eaft, preferring the afeent of the 
greateft, for there are three; Beinn-a-chaolois, or, the mountain of the found ; Beinn- 
fheunta, or the hallowed mountain; and Beinn-an-air, or, the mountain of gold. We 
began to fcale the laft; a talk of much labour and difficulty; being compofed of vaft 
ftones, flightly covered with moflbs near the bafe, but all above bare, and unconnected 
with each other. The whole feems a cairn, the work of thefons of Saturn; and Ovid 
might have caught his idea from this hill, had he feen it. 

Affe&afTe ferunt regimm celefte Gigantes* 

Altaque congeftos ibuxifTe ad fidera monies. 

Gain the top, and find our fatigues fully recompenced by the grandeur of the profpeCt 
from this fublime fpot; Jura itfelf afforded a llupendous feene of rock, varied with 
little lakes innumerable. From the weft fide of the hill ran a narrow ftripe of rock 
terminating in the fea, called, the fide of the old hag. Such appearances are very 
common in this ifland and in Jura, and in feveral parts of North Britain, and the 
North of Ireland, and all fuppofed to be of vulcanic origin, being beds of lava of 
various breadths, from three feet to near feventy. Their depth is unknown; and as 
to length, they run for miles together, crofs the founds, and often appear on the oppo¬ 
site fliores. They frequently appear three or four feet above the furface of the ground, 
fo. that they are called on that account Whin-dikes, forming natural dikes, or boundaries. 
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The fifiures were left empty from earlieft times. It is impoffible to fix a period when 
feme tremendous vulcanic eruption happened, like that of late years infefted Iceland, 
with fuch fatal effe&s, and filled every chafin and every channel with the liquid lava. 
Such a ftream poured itfelf into thefe fiffures, that cooled and confolidated ; apd remains 
evident proofs of the (hare which fire had in caufing the wondrous appearances we fo 
frequently meet with, and fo greatly admire. In a certain bay in the ifle of Mull, there 
remains a fiifure which efcaped receiving the fiery It ream, Thefidcs are of granite; 
the width only nine or ten feet; the depth not lefs than a hundred and twenty. It 
ranges N. by W. and S. by E. to a vaft extent : and appears againft a correfpondent 
fiffure on the oppofite (bore. In the Ph. Tranf. tab. iv. is a view of this tremendous 
gap : together with the two (tones which have accidentally fell, and remained hitched 
near the top of the northern extremity. Thefe and numbers of other vulcanic curio- 
fities in the Hebrides, are well deferibed by Abraham Mills, Efq. of Macclesfield, 
who in 1788 vifited feveral of the illands, and in the lxxxth vol. of the Ph. Tranf. has 
favoured the public with his ingenious remarks. To the fcurh appeared Hay, extended 
like a map beneath us; and beyond that, the north of Ireland ; to the weft, Gighaand 
Car, Cantrye and Arran, and the Firth of Clyde, bounded by Air (hi re ; an amazing 
trad: of mountains to the- N E. as far as Ben -1 omond ; Skarba finifhed the northern 
view; and over the Weftern Ocean were fcattered Colonfay and Oranfay, Mull, Jona, 
and its neighbouring groupe of ifles; and ftill further the long extents of Tirey and Col 
juft apparent. 

On the fummit are feveral lofty cairns, not the work of devotion, but idle herds, or 
curious travellers. Even this vaft heap of (tones was not uninhabited: a hind pafied 
along the fides full fpeed, and a brace of ptarmigans often favoured us with their ap¬ 
pearance, even near the fummit. 

The other paps are feen very diftinctiy : each inferior in height to this, but of all the 
fame figure, perfectly mamillary. Mr. Banks and his friends mounted that to the 
fouth, and found the height to be two thoufand three hundred and fifty-nine feet: but 
Beinn an-oil* far over-topped it; feated on the pinnacle, the depth below was tremend¬ 
ous on every fide. 

The ftones of this mountain are white (a few red) quartzy and compofed of fmall 
grains; but fome are brccciated, or filled with cryftalline kernels, of an aniethyftine 
colour. The other ftones of the ifland that fell under my obfervation, were a cinereous 
(late, veined with red, and ufed here as a whet (tone : a micaceous fand (tone; and 
between the fmall ifles and Ardefin, abundance of a quartzy micaceous rock-ftone. 

Return by the fame road, crofs the Sound, and not finding the veflel arrived, am 
moft hofpitably received by Mr. Freebairn, of Freeport, near Port-alkaig, his refidence 
on thefouthern fide of the water, in the iiland of Hay. 

July 2. Walk into the interior parts: on the way fee abundance of rock and pit 
marie, convertible into the beft of manures. Vifit the mines, carried on under the di- 
reftions of Mr. Freebairn, fince the year 1763 ; the ore is of lead, much mixed with 
copper, which occafions expence and trouble in the feperation : the veins rife to the 
furfacc, have been worked at intervals for ages, and probably in the time of the Nor¬ 
wegians, a nation of miners. The old adventurers worked by trenching, which is ap¬ 
parent every where: the trenches are not above fix feet deep; and the veins which 
opened into them not above five or fix inches thick; yet, by means of fome inftru- 
ment, unknown to us at prefent, they picked or fcooped out the ore with good fuccefs, 
following it in that narrow fpace to the length of four feet. 
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The veins are of various thickneflcs; the firings numerous, conducting to large 
bodies, but quickly exhaufted. The lead-ore is good : the copper yields thirty-three 
pounds per hundred ; and forty ounces of filver from a ton of the metal. The lead 
ore is fmelted in an air-furnace, near Freeport; and as much fold in the pig, as fmce 
the fir ft undertaking by this gentleman, has brought in fix thoufand pounds. 

Not far from thefe mines are vaft ft rata of that fpecies of iron called bog-ore, of the 
concreted kind: beneath that large quantities of vitriolic mundic. 

On the top of a hill, at fome little diftance, are fome rocks, with great viens of emery 
running in the midft, in a horizontal direction, and from one to three feet thick. 

A fmaU quantity of quickfilver has been found in the moors, which ought to encou¬ 
rage a farther fearch. 

Continue the walk to the neighbouring hill of Dun-Bhorairaig: on the fummit is a 
Danifli fort, of a circular form, at prefect about fourteen feet high, formed of excellent 
mafonry, but without mortar: the walls are twelve feet thick ; and within their very 
thicknefs is a gallery, extending all around, the caferne for the garrifon, or the place 
where the arms were lodged fecure from wet. The entrance is low, covered at top with 
great fiat (lone, and on each fide is a hollow, probably intended for guard rooms; the 
infide of the fort is a circular area, of fifty-two feet diameter, with aftonefeat running 
all round the bottom of the wall, about two feet high, where might have been a general 
refting-place of chieftains and foldiers. 

On the outfide of the fort, is another work, under which is the veftige of a fubter- 
raneous pafiage conducting into it, a fort of fally port. Round the whole of tnis an¬ 
cient fortrefs is a deep fofs. Three of thefe forts are generally within fight, fo that in 
cafe of any attempt made on any one, a fpeedy alarm might be given to the others. 
Each was the centre of a fmall diftriCf; and to them the inhabitants might repair for 
Ihelter in cafe of any attack by the enemy: the notice was given from the fort, at night 
by the light of a torch, in the day by the found of trumpet: an inftrument celebrated 
among the Danes, fometimes made of brafs, fometimes of horn*. The northern 
Bards fjpeak hyperbotically of the effect of the blaft blown by the mouth of the heroes. 
The great Roland caufed his trumpet Olivant f to be heard twenty miles, and by the 
found fcattered about the very brains of one of his hearers. 

Return, and fee on the road fide the ruins of a chapel dedicated to St. Colomba ; and 
near it an ancient crofs. 

July 3. Several gentlemen of the ifland favour me with a vifit: and offer their fer- 
vice to conduct me to whatever was worthy of attention. Set out, in their company, 
on horfeback, and ride fouth, crofling the country ; find the roads excellent, but the 
country quite open ; and too much good land in a ftate of nature, covered with heath, 
but mixed with plenty of natural herbage. See fome ftunted woods of birch and hazels, 
giving flieiter to black game. On Imiriconart, or the plain ridge, are the veftiges of 
fome butts, where the great Mac-donald exercifed his men at archery. Reach and 
dine at Kilarow, a village feated onLoch-in-daal, avail bay, that penetrates very deeply 
into the ifland. Oppofite Bomore, fhips of three hundred tons may ride with fafety : 
which renders it a very convenient retreat. 

Near Kilarow is the feat of the proprietor of the ifland. In the church yard is now 
proftrate a curious column, perhaps the fhaft of a crofs, for the top is broken off j and 

* Wormii Mnfeum, 378. Boate’s Nat. Hill. Ireland, 197. Smith's Hift. Cork, ii. 40 j,. 
f Wormit Mon. Dan. 381. 
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near it is a fiat {tone, with a hole in the middle, the probable pedeftah The figures and 
inferiptions are faithfully expreffed in the plate given by Mr. Pennant. 

The two molt remarkable grave-hones are, one of a warrior, in a clofe veil and 
fleeves with a fort of phiilebeg reaching to his knees, and the covering of his head of 
a conic form, like the Bared of the ancient Irifh *: a fword in his hand, and dirk by his 
fide. The other has on it a great fword; a beautiful running pattern of foilage round 
it ■ and a griffin, a lion, and another animal at one end : near to them is a plain tablet, 
whether intended to be engraven, or whether like Peter Papin, Lord of Utrique, he was 
a new knight, and wanted a device, mull remain undetermined. 

On a little flat hill, near the village, are the remains of the gallows: this was the 
place of execution in the days of the lords of the ifles. From hence is a pretty view 
of the loch, and the church and village of Bomore. 

This part of the ifland is in many places bounded by a fort of terrafs near twenty- 
two feet high, entirely formed of rounded fea-worn pebbles, now fome hundred yards 
dlftant from the medium line between high and low water mark ; and above twenty- 
five yards above it. This is another proof of the lofs fuftained by the fea in the Scot- 
dffi iflands ; which, we know, makes more than reprizals in other places. 

Ride along the head of the bay ; at Tralaig, on a heathy eminence that faces the 
fands, are three deep hollows •, their infide once lined with ftone: thefe had been the 
watch-towers of the natives, to attend the motions of any invaders from the fea. Ob- 
ferve near them a great column of rude ftone. 

Pafs by two deep channels, at prefent dry: thefe had been the harbour of the great 
Mac-donald; had once piers, with doors to fecure his flapping : a great iron hook, one 
of the hinges having lately been found there. 

The veflels then in ufe were called Birlings, probably corrupted from Bydinga T, a 
fpecies of fhip among the Norwegians : but by the fize of the harbours, it is plain ihat 
the navy of this potentate was not very confiderable. 

Turn a little out of the road to fee the fite of one of his houfes, called Kil-choman, 
and a deep glen, which is pointed out to me as the place where he kept his fat cattle : 
fuch a conveniency was very neceffary, as moft of the eftabliffiment of the great Mac¬ 
donald’s houfliold was paid'in kind. Mr. Campbell, of Ballole, favoured me with the 
Hate of it in 1542, which was as follows: 

North Canty re. 

In money, 125I. 10B. 

Oat-meal, 388 Hones three-quarters. 

Malt, 4 ch. 10 bolls. 

Marts, i. e. aftall-fed ox, 6. 

Cow, 1. 

Muttons, 41- 

Cheefe, 307 ft. three-quarters. 

Hay and Reinds 

Money, 45b id. Meal, 2593ft. Marts, 301. Mutton, 301. Cheefe, 2161, 3 pt. 
Geefe, 301. Poultry, 301. 

* Mr. O’Connor's Did. Hift. Ireland, ill. + Torfalu*, 106. 

\ A tra€l of Il iy to the weft between Kilarow and Sunderland. 
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South Cantyre, 

In money, 162I. 8 B. 48. 

Meal, 480 ft. 2 pt. 

Malt, 25 ch. 14 B. 2 fir. 
Marts, 48* 

Mutton, 53. 

Cheefe, 342 it three-quarters. 


Total 


2%4 
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£, B. 

a 

Total in money, 33 ail. 18 B. 6. 

33 2 

6 

Meal, 3061 ft* three-quarters, 2pt* at 2 3 * 

366 2 

10 

Malt, 30 chal. 8 bolls, 2 fir. at 5 B. 

122 2 

6 

Marts, 356, at 2 marks, 

553 6 

8 

Mutton, 595, at 2 B* 

45 11 

10 

Cbeefe, 

237 2 

0 

Geefe, 301, at 4d- 

6 0 

4 

Poultry, 301. 

2 18 

3 

In Scotch money 

1666 2 

I I 

Obferve, near this place, a tract quite covered with clover, fown by nature. Proceed 

weft, and am conducted to Sunderland *, the feat of 

— Campell, Efq* The im- 


provements of his lands are excellent, and the grafs fo good, and the fields fo clean, as 
to vie with any place* Near the houfe, in a well-flickered nook, is an apple-orchard, 
which bore plentifully: thefe, with ftrawberries, are the fruits of thefe remote iflands ; 
the climate denies other luxuries of this nature : and even in thefe articles, Pomona 
fmiles but where fhe finds a warm protection. 

About a mile from the hoafe, on the coaft, feparated from the land by a deep but dry 
chafm, is a large rock, with a pretty large area on the top: on it are veftigesof various- 
habitations, the retreat of the ancient natives in times of irrefiftible mvafion : here they 
were fecure, for the afeent is as difficult and hazardous as mo ft l have undertaken*- 
The place is called Burg-cou!, and by the name refers to Fingal, or Fin-mac-cuih 
Sat up late, which gave me opportunity of knowing the lightnefs of the night in the 
ifland at this feafon: for at half an hour pad one in the morning, I could read the final! 
print of a newfpaper. 

July 4. Vi fit Loch-guinn, about two miles diftant from Sunderland y a water of 
four miles in circumference, lliallow, but abounding with trout*. It is mod remarkable 
fora regular fort of the Mac-don a Id’s, placed in a ftnall ifiand, but now in ruins : the 
form is fquare, with a round baftion at each corner and in the middle arefome walls, 
the remains of the buildings that fhekered the garrifon 1 beneath one fide, between the 
two baftion s, was the place where Mac-dona Id fecured his boats : they were drawn be¬ 
neath the pro te flion of the wall of the fort, and had another on their out fide, built in 
the water, as an additional fecuricy- The Dean of the files fays, that in his time this 
caflle was ufurped by Mac-killayne, of Dowtird*. 

Dine at Mr, Campbell^, of Balnabbi* His land is quite riante; his paftures in good 
order; and his people bufily employed in hay-making : obferved one piece of good 
grafs ground, which he allured me was very lately covered'with heath, now quite de¬ 
ll royed by the ufe of Ihelbfand* Perhaps it may feem trifling to mention, that fome 
excellent new potatoes were ferved up at dinner ; but ibis circum fiance,, with the for- 
wardnefs of the hay harvell, ftiews what may be effected by culture in this iflaud, 
when the tenure is fecure, for both Sunderland and Balnabbi are proprietors* 

See, near the houfe, three upright Hones, of a ftupendous fize, placed nearly equi- 
diftant : the largeft was feventeen feet high, and three broad* 

Ride two miles N* W* to Doun-vollan, where fome high rocks project one behind 
the other into the fea, with narrow Illhmufes between : on the afeent of each are ftrong 
dikes, placed tranfverfely, and a path leading towards the top; and on fome parts are 

* Near this place the dangerous bay of Sallego* 

4 ^ hollows* 
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hollows, probably the lodging of the occupiers. fthelaft of thefe rocks terminates in a 
precipice over the fea, and was the dernier refort of the defendants : fuch were the for¬ 
tifications of the barbarous ages: here were the alfailants fuccefsful, the garrifon had no 
alternative but to perifh by the edge of the fword, or to precipitate themlelves into the 
ocean. 

In various parts of this neighbourhood are fcattered fmall holes, formed in the 
ground, large enough to hold a Angle man in a fitting pofture : the top is covered with 
abroad ftone, and that with earth ; into thefe unhappy fugitives took flielter after a de¬ 
feat, and drawing together fods, found a temporary concealment from enemies, who in 
early times knew not the giving or receiving of quarter. The incurfions of barbarians 
were always fhort; fo that the fugitives could eafily fubfift in their earths till the dan¬ 
ger was over. Men were then almoft in a ffate of nature: how ftrong was their re* 
femblance to beads of prey ! The whole fcencry of this place was unfpeakably favage, 
and the inhabitants fuitable. Falcons fcrcamed incefiantly over our heads, and we dis¬ 
turbed the eagles perched on the precipice. 

Continue clambering among the rocks impending over the fea, and fpilt by intervals 
intochafms, narrow, black, and of a ftupendous depth ; whofe bottom appeared and dii- 
appeared according to the momentary corufcations of the furious foam of the waves, roll¬ 
ing from the heavy ocean. Proceed along a narrow path, fur rounding the face of a 
promontory hanging over the water, fkipping nimbly over a way that fear alone could 
make dangerous, laughing at a bulky companion whom the reft haddiftanced. 

Defcend a deep tract, and found part of our company (who chofe a lefs pifturefque 
road) in pofleflion of the fine cave of Saneg-mor: the entrance was difficult: but after 
fome travel found the infide of an auguft extent and height ; the roof folid rock, which 
returned with the noife of thunder, the difeharge of our mufkets. Within this cave 
was another ftrait before ns, with a fine arched entrance: feveral of the company had 
got into it, and paffing with their tapers backwards and forwards, from recefs to recefs, 
appeared at our diftance like the gliding fpeftres of Shakefpearc in the pit of Acheron. 
We followed, and found our grotto divided into numbers of far-winding paflages, fome- 
time opening into fine expanfes, again doling,, for a long fpace, into galleries, pa liable 
but with'difficultya perfect fubterraneous labyrinth. A bagpiper preceded: at 
times the whole fpace was filled with the found, which died away by degrees to a mere 
murmur, and foon after again aftonifhed us with the bellowing, according as the mean¬ 
ders conduced him to, or from our Angular ftations. 

July 5. Take leave of the hofpitable family of Sunderland: ride along a different 
road acrofs the ifland ; pafs by fome cairns, and fome ancient fences on the heaths. 
Reach the head of Loch-Druinai d, a place celebrated for the battle of TrdLdhrainard, 
in 159S, between the lord of the ifies, and Sir Lauchlan Mac-lean, of Mull: the laft, 
with fifteen hundred men,, invaded Hay, with a view of. ufurping it from his nephew : 
the firlf had only eleven hundred, and was at firft obliged to. retreat till he was joined 
by a hundred and twenty freffi forces : this decided the engagement. Sir Lauchlan was 
flam, with four-l’core of his principal kinfmen, and two hundred of his foldiers, who 
lay furrounding the body of their chieftain.. A ftone on the Ipor, was erefted in me¬ 
mory of his fall. 

Sir Lauchlan confulted a witch, the oracle of Mull, before he fet out on his expedi¬ 
tion; and received three pieces of advice: firft, not to land on a Thurfday : a ftorm 
forced him into difobedience. The fecond, not to drink of a certain fpring : which he 
did through ignorance. The third, not to fight befide Loch-druinard : but this the 
fates may be ftippofed to have determined. 

Ride 
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Ride by Loch-finlagan, a narrow piece of water, celebrated for its ifle, a principal 
refidence of the great Mac-donald. The ruins of this place and chapel dill exift, and 
alfo the (lone on which he flood when he was crowned King of the ifles. This cuftonx 
feems to have been common to the northern nations. The Danes* had their Kong- 

ftolen. , 

ceremonv, Rafter the new lord had collected his kindred and vnualsj was truly 
patriarchal. After putting on his armour his helmet and his fword, lie took an oath to 
rule as hisanceftors had done; that is, to govern as a father would his children : his 
people in return fwore that they would pay the fame obedience to him as children would 
their parent. The dominions of this potentate about the year 1586 confided only of 
Hay, Jura, Knapdale and Canty re. So reduced were they, from what they had been, 
before the deprivation of the great Earl of Rofs, in the reign of James III. 

Near this is another little ifle, where he affemblcd his council: Ilian na Corlle, or. 
The ifland of council; where thirteen judges confiantly fat to decide differences among 
his fubjefls; and received for their trouble the eleventh part of the value of the affair 
tried before them t- 

In the fir ft ifland were buried the wives and children of the lords of the ifles ; but 
their own perfons were depofited in the more facred ground of Jona. 

On the fliores of the lake are fome marks of the quarters of his Carnauch and Gilli- 
glaffes, the military of the ifles: the firft fignifying aftrong man ; the laft, a grim look¬ 
ing fellow. The firft were light armed, and fought with darts and daggers ; the laft 
with fliarp hatchets \. Thefe are the troops that Shakefpeare alludes to, when he 
fpeaks of a Donald, who 

From the weftern ifles 
Of Kernes and Callow glaffea was fupplied. 

Upon the fliorc are remains of a pier, and on a done is cut, A* IL or, (Eneas the 
fecond, one of the lords of the ifles, in whofe reign it was founded §. This proves fuf- 
ficently that Mac-donald was not their general title, as fome have imagined : the mil- 
take arofe from two of the name of Donald, who were moft remarkable for the ravages 
they made in Scotland, in the reign of Edward Batiol, in 1368, and that of James I. in 
1410* As the title is popular Hill in the ifles, I chufe to continue what is fo much in 

ufe* 

Befides thofe already mentioned, the lords had a houfe and chapel at Laganon, on 
the fcuth fide of Loch-an-daal: a ftrong caftle on a rock in the fea, at Dunowaick, at 
the fouth-eaft end of the country ; for they made this ifland their refidence after their 

expulfion from that of Man, in 1304. .. , . 

There is a tradition, that while the ifle of Man was part of the kingdom of the ifles, 
that the rents were for a time paid in this country: thofe in filver were paid on a reck 
ftill called Creig-a-nione, or the rock of the filver rent: the other, Creig-a-nairgid, or, 
the rock of rents in kind. Thefe lie oppofite to each other, at the mouth .of a harbour, 
on the fouth fide of this ifland. 


* StepHanis notse in Sax* Gramm. 29. 

\ Thefe were the Arinin or Tierna heads of the 
y-ith thdr advice. 

| Boethius, 383. Fordim fays, that the lord of the ifles had here duas mao hones et Caftium Domario- 
rum. 


principal families j who alfo aMed the lord of the ifles 
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Return to Freeport, and go on board my veffel, now at anchor on the Jura fide of 
the found in Whitefa lane bay. 

The ifle of Hay, Ida, or, as it is called in Erfe, lie, is of a fquare form, deeply in- 
dented on the fouth by the great bay of Loch-an daal, divided from Jura, on ihetiorth* 
eaft, by the found which is near fourteen miles long, and about one broad. The tides 
the moll violent and rapid; the channel clear, excepting at the fouth entrance, where 
there are fome rocks on the Jura fide. 

The length of Hay, from the point of Ruval to the Mull of Kinoth, is twenty-eight 
miles; is divided into the pariihes of Kildalton, Kilarow, Kilchoman, and Kilmenie. 
The latitude * of Freeport, 55 0 52' 2Q // N. The face of the ifland is hilly, but not 
high : the loftieft hills are Aird-inifdail, Diur-bheinn, and Sgarb-bhein. The land in 
many parts is excellent, but much of it is covered with heath, and abfolutely in a 
Rate of nature. 

The produce is com of different kinds; fuch as bear, which fometimes yields eleven 
fold, and oats fix fold; a ruinous diilillation prevails here, infomuch that it is fuppofed 
that more of the bear is drank in form of whifky, than eaten in the fhape of bannocs. 
Wheat has been raifed with good fuccefs in an inclofure belonging to the proprietor; 
but in-an open country where moft of the cattle go at large, it is impoffible to cultivate 
that grain, and the tenants are unable to inclofe. Much flax is railed here, and about 
2000I. worth, fold out of the ifland in yarn, which might be better manufactured on 
the fpot, to give employ to the poor natives. 

A fet of people worn down with poverty; their habitations fcenes of mifery, made of 
loofe (tones, without chimnies, without doors, excepting the faggot oppofed to the 
wind at one or other of the apertures, permitting the fmoke to efcape through the 
other, in order to prevent the pains of fuRotation. The furniture perfectly correfponds: 
a pothook hangs from the middle of the roof, with a pot pendent over a gratelefs fire, 
filled with fare that may rather be called a permiffion to exift, than a fupport of vigor¬ 
ous life -, the inmates, as may be expe&ed, lean, withered, dufky, and ftnoked-dried. 
But my picture is not of this ifland only. 

NotwithHanding the excellency of the land, above a thoufand pounds worth of 
meal is annually imported, a famine threatened at this time, but was prevented by the 
feafonable arrival of a meal fliipj. and the inhabitants, like the fons of Jacob of old, 
flocked down to buy food. 

Ale is frequently made in this ifland of the young tops of heath, mixing two thirds 
of that plant with one of malt, fometimes adding hops. Boethius relates that this liquor 
was much ufed among the PiCts, but when that nation was extirpated by the Scots, the 
fecret of making it perifhed with themf. 

The country bleft with fine manures; belides fea-wrack, coral, fhell-fand, rock and 
pit marie, it poffeffes a traCt of thirty-fix fquare miles of limeitone. What treafures, 
if properly applied, to bring wealth and plenty into the ifland. 

Numbers of cattle are bred here, and about feventeen hundred are annually exported 
at the price of fifty (hillings each. The ifland is often overftocked, and numbers die 
in March for want of fodder. None but milch cows are houfed; cattle of all. other 
kinds, except the faddle-horfes, run out during winter. 

The number of inhabitants is computed to be between feven and eight thoufand. 
About (even hundred are employed in the mines and in the fifhery j the reft are 

* I ain greatly indebted to Dr. Lind for the true latitude j and for a beautiful map of the Ifle from 
which I take my meafuremems. t Defer. Regni Scotorum, 

gentiemeiu 
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fubtenants or Servants. 


The women fpin. Few- as yet have mi- 


The fervants are paid in kind; the fixih part of the crop* They have houfes gratis : 
the matter gives them the feed for the firft year, and lends them horfes to plough an¬ 
nually the land annexed* 

The air is lefs healthy than that of Jura : the prefent epidemical difeafes are dropfies 
and cancers ; the natural effects of bad-food* 

The quadrupeds of this liland are floats, weafets, otters, and hams: the laft fmall, 
dark-coloured, and bad runners. The birds are eagles, peregrine falcons, black and 
red game, and a very few ptarmigans, Red breaded goosanders breed on the fhore 
among the iooie Hones, wild geefe in the moors. Herons in the island in Loeh-guinn* 
The fifli are plaife, fmeardab, large dabs, mullets, baifen, lump-fiflv black goby, 
greater dragonet, and that rare fdh the Lepadogafter of M. Gouan. 

Vipers fwarm in the heath ; the natives retain the vulgar error of their dinging 
with their forked tongues ; that a fword on which the poifon has fallen will hifs in 
water like a red hot iron; and that a poultice of human ordure is an infallible cure 
for the bite. 

in this illand feveral antient diverfions and fuperftitians are fflll preferved; the 
fed indeed are almod extin ft, or at -molt lurk only among the very meaned of the 
people* 

The fete wakes or funerals, like thofe of the Romans, were attended with fports and 
dramatic entertainments, compofed of many parts, and the actors often changed their 
drelies fuitable to their charaders. The fubjett of the drama was hiftorical and pre- 
ferved by memory. 

The active fports are wre filing. Another is performed by jumping on a pole lie Id 
up horizontally by two men; the performer lights on his knees, takes hold with both 
hands, bends anti kiffes it, and then fpr'mgs off* He who fucceeds in the feat when the 
poll is at higheft elevation, carries the piizc. 

A fecond game of activity is played by two or three hundred, who form a circle; 
and every one places his flick in fhe ground before him by way of barrier* A perfon, 
called the odd man, Hands in the middle, and delivers his bonnet to any one in the 
ring* This is nimbly handed round, and the owner is to recover it; and on fucceecU 
ing, takes the place of the perfon whom he took it from, and that perfon again takes 
the middle place. 

There are two other trials of ffrength : firft, throwing the fledge hammer. The 
other feems local* Two men fit on die ground foot to foot; each lays hold of a fliort 
ftick, and the champion that can pull the other over is the winner* 

The power of fefcination is as ftrongly believed here as it was by the Ihepherds of. 
Italy in times of old ; 


Nc-fdo qids tencros oculis mild f&fcinat agnos ? 


But here the power of the evil eye affects more the milch cows than lambs. t If the 
good houffewife perceives the eliedt of the malicious on any of her kine, fhe takes as 
much milk as fhe can drain from the enchanted herd, for the witch commonly leaves 
very little. She then boils it with certain herbs, and adds to them flints and untem- 
pered fleet; after that fhe fecurcs the door, and invokes the three facred perfons. This 
puts the witch into fuch an agony, that fire comes nil ling-willing to the houfe, begs to 
be admitted, to obtain relief by touching the powerful pot; the good woman then 

makes 
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makes her terms; the witch reft ores the milk to the cattle* and in return is freed from 
h r 11ns 

ie But*foinetimes to fave the trouble of thofe charms (for it may happen that the dif- 
order may arife from other caufes than an evil-eye,) the trial is made by irmnergmg in 
milk a certain herb, and if the cows are fuper-naturally affe&ed, it mftantly diftills 

bl °Th"e unfuccefsful lover revenges himfelf on his happy rival by charms potent as thofo 
of the fhepherd Alphefibtsus, and exaftly fiinilar 1 

Ke£le tribus nodls ternos AmarylU cotares: 

Amarylli rnodo* 

Donald takes three threads of different hues, and ties three knots on each, three 
times imprecating the mod cruel difappointments on the nuptial bed: but the bride¬ 
groom to avert the harm, Hands at the altar with an untied fhoe, and puts a fixpence 

beneath his foot. , _ 

A prefent was made me of a clach clun ceilach, or cock.-knee none, believed to 

be obtained out of that part of the bird; but I have unluckily forgotten its virtues. 
Not fo with the clach crubain, which is to cure all pains in the joints. It is to be 
prefumed both thefe amulets have been enchanted; for the firft very much refembles 
a common pebble, the other is that fpecies of foffil fhell called Gryphites. 

I was alfo favoured with feveral of the nuts, commonly called Molucca beans, which 
are frequently found on the weftern Ihores of this and others of the Hebrides. They 
are the feeds of the Dolicbos urens, Guilandina Bonduc. G. Bonducetta , and mhnofafcan - 
dens of Linnaeus, natives of Jamaica. The fifth is a feed called by Bauhin,/ra#«j exoi : 
orbicularis fukis nervifque quaiuor * whofe place is unknown. The four firft grow in 
quantities on the fteep banks of the rivers of Jamaica* and are generally fuppofed to 
drop into the water, and to be carried into the fea; from thence by tides and currents* 
and the predominancy of the eaft wind, to be forced through the gulf of Florida into 
the North American ocean, in the fame manner as the Sargaffo, a plant growing on 
the rocks in the feas of Jamaica. When arrived in that pare of the Atlantic, they tali 
in with the wefterly winds, which generally blow two-thirds of the year in that traa; 
which may help to convey them to the Ihores of the Hebrides and Orknies *. I was 
for refolving this phenomenon into Ihipwrecks, and fuppofing that they might have been 
flung on thefe coafts out of fome unhappy veflels; but this folution of mine is ab- 
folutely denied, from the frequency and regularity of the appearance of thefe feeds. 
American tortoifes, or turtles, have more than once been taken alive on thefe coalts, 
tempeft-driven from their warm feas; and part of the mail of the lilburv man of wai, 
burnt at Jamaica, was taken up on the weftern coaft of Scotland; fafts that give pro¬ 
bability to the firft opinion. 

Hiftory furniflies very few materials for the great events or revolutions or Hay. It 
feems to have been long a feat of empire, probably jointly with the ifle of Man, as 
faei. ? molt conveniently fituated tor the government of the reli or the Hebndesj 
for Crovan the Norwegian* after his conqueft of that ifland in 1066, retired and 
finifiied his days in Ilay f. There are more Danifh or Norwegian names of places in 
this ifland than any other; almoft all the prefent farms derive their titles from them, 
fuch as Perfibus, Torridale, Torribolfe, and the like. On the retreat of the Danes it 
became the feat of their fucceflbrs, the lords of the ifles, and continued after their 
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power was broken* in the reign of Janies HL in their defendants, the Mac-donalds, 
who held, or ought to have held it from the crown. It was in the poffeflion of a Sir 
James Mac-donald, in the year 1598, the fame who won the battle of Traihdhruinard 
before mentioned. His power gave umbrage to James VL who directed the Lord of 
Macdeod, Cameron of Lochiel, and the Mac-neiles of Barra, to fupport the Mac- 
leanes in another invafion. The rival parties met near the hill of Ben-bigger, eaft of 
Kilarow j a fierce engagement enfued, and the Macdonalds were defeated, and almoft 
entirely cut off. Sir James efcaped to Spain ; but returned in 1620, was pardoned, 
received a penfion, and died the fame year at Glafgow, and in him expired the I aft of 
the great Macdonalds. But the King, irritated by the difturbances railed by private 
wars, waged between thefe and other clans, refumed * the grant made by his prede- 
ceffor, and transferred it to Sir John Gampbel of Calder, who held it on paying an 
annual feu-duty of five hundred pounds fterliog, which is paid to this day* The ifland 
was granted to Sir John, as a reward for his undertaking the conqueft, but the family 
confidered it as a dear acquifition, by the lofs of many gallant followers, and by the 
expences incurred in fupport of it* At prefent it is in poffeflion of Mr, Campbel, of 
Shawfieid, and the rents are about 2300I. per annum, 

July 6 * Weigh anchor at three o'clock in the mornings with the affiftance of the 
tide get out of the Sound. See on the north-weft fide the place where that gallant 
enemy Thurot lay, at different times, expecting the fit opportunity of his invafion, to 
be determined by the news he had of the fuccefs of the Breft fquadron. He was told 
that he lay in a dangerous place ; but he knew that his fecurity confided, in cafe a 
fuperior force came agamft him, in being able either to take to fea, or efcape through 
the Sound, according to the quarter the attack came from* His generofity and hu¬ 
manity are fpoken of in high terms by theifhnders; and his diftrefs appeared very deep 
when he was informed of the mifcarriage of Confian’s fleet. 

Leave on the coafl of Hay, near the mouth of the Sound, the celebrated cave of 
Uamh-Fhearnaig, or Uam-mhor* Fourteen or fifteen families retire to it during the 
fine feafon, as their fheelins, or fu turner refidence, and three families refide in it the 
whole year* 

About eight or nine miles from the mouth of the Sound lie the iffes of Oranfay and 
Colonfay. The ffillnefs of the day made the paffage tedious, which induced us to take 
boat; the view midway was very fine of Hay and Jura, of the opening into Loch- 
Tarbat, a bay penetrating deep into Jura, and affording anchorage for large veffels; as 
was experienced a very few years ago by one of eight hundred tons, driven in during 
night; the mafier found an opening, and paffed providentially between two rocks, at 
a fmall diftance from each other; and, finding himfelf in fmooth water, dropped an¬ 
chor, and lay fecure in a fine natural wet dock. A difeovery worthy the attention of 
mariners f. 

Beyond Jura appears the gulph of Corry-vrekan, bounded by the ifle of Skarba; 
the mountains of Mull fucceed; and before us extend the fhores of the two ifiands, 
the immediate objects of our vifit. Land about one o'clock on Oranfay ; the ihip ar¬ 
rives foon after, and anchors within Ghudimal, which, with two or three othe^ little 
rocky ifles, forms a harbour. 

* Fends of the 99. 

a t, Maimers have overlooked the account of this harbour given by Alexander Lindfay-j pilot to James V. 
in his navigation round Scotland, in 1936, who pronounces it to have good anchorage. James in perfon 
executed the great dehgn of taking charts ol the coafts of his dominions, and founding the molt difUnt 
and dangerous rocks. 
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After about a mile’s walk reach the ruins of the antient monaftery, founded (as 
fome fay) by St. Columba, but with more probability by one of the Lords of the ifles, 
who fixed here a priory of canons regular of Auguftine, dependent on the abby of 
Holyrood in Edinburgh. The church is fifty-nine feet by eighteen, and contains the 
tombs of numbers of the antient ifkmders, two of warriors recumbent, feven feet long: 
3 flattery perhaps of thefculptor, to give to future ages exalted notions of their prowefs. 
Befides thefe, are fcattered over the floor lefFer figures of heroes, priefts and females; 
the laft feemingly of fome order : and near them is a figure, cut in ftone, of full fize, 
apparently an abbefs. 

In a fide chapel, beneath an arch, lies an abbot, of the name of Mac-dufie, with two 
of his fingers elated, in the attitude of benediction: in the fame place is a ftone enriched 
with foliage, a flag furrounded with dogs, and a fhip with full fail : round is infcribed, 
“ Hie jacet Murchardus Mac-dufie de Collonla, An. Do. 1539, menfe mart, ora me ille. 
aramen.” 

This Murchardus is faid to have been a great oppreflbr, and that he was executed, 
by order of the Lord of rheifles, for his tyranny. Near his tomb is a long pole, placed 
there in memory of the enfign-ftaff of the family, which had been preferred miraculoufly 
for two hundred years: on it (report fays) depended the fate of the Mac-dufian race, 
and probably the original perifhed with this Murchardus. 

Adjoining to the church is the cloifter, a fquare of forty-one feet: one of the fides 
of the inner wall is ruined; on two of the others are feven low arches, one feven feet 
high including the columns, which are nothing more than two thin ftones *, three feet 
high, with a flat ftone on the top of each, ferving as a plinth ; and on them two other 
thin ftones, meeting at top, and forming an acute angle, by way of arch : on the fore- 
fide are five ftnall round arches; thefe furround a court of twenty-eight feet eight 
inches. This form is peculiar (in our part of Europe) to this place ; but I am told that 
the fame is obferved in fome of the religious houfes in the iflands of the Archipelago. _ 

Several other buildings join this, all in a ruinous ftate ; but a mod elegant crofs is 
yet {landing, twelve feet high, one foot feven broad, five inches thick. _ 

St. Columba, when he left Ireland, made a vow never to fettle within fight of his 
native country : accordingly when he and his friend Oran landed here, they afeended 
a hill, and Ireland appeared in full view. This induced the holy men to make a fudden 
retreat; but Oran had the honour of giving name to the ifland. 

July 7. Afcend the very hill that the faint did: lofty and craggy, inhabited by red¬ 
billed choughs and flares. On the top is a retreat of the old inhabitants, protected by 
a ftrong ftone dike and advanced works. On the plain below is a large round mount, 
flat at top, on which’ had probably been a finall Danilh fort, fuch as are frequently feen 
in Ireland. Nearer the fliore in the eaft fide of the ifland is a large conic tumulus; and 
on the fame plain, a fmall crofs placed, where a Mac-dufie’s corps is laid to have relied. 

Take a boat and vifit Bird ifland, and fome other rocks divided by narrow paflages, 
filled by a 1110ft rapid tide. Saw feveral eider ducks and fome fliieldrakes. The 
iflanders neglect to gather the down of the former, which would bring in a little 
money. 

This is the bird called by the dean of the ifles colk. From the circumftance of its 
depluming its breaft, he fables that, “ at that time her Seiche of fedderis falleth of her 
hailly, and fayles to the mayne fea againe, and never comes to land qubyll the zeir end 
again, and then Ihe comes with her nev fleiche of fedderis: this fleiche that file leaves 
zeirly upon her neft hes nae pens in the fedderis, bot utter fine downes.” 

* On out of thefe there is an iofcriptioiij which was copied, but by fome accident loft, 
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The feals are here numerous: a few are caught in nets placed between thefe rocks. 
The great fpecies is taken on Du hirtach, a great rock about a mile round, ten leagues 
to the weft ; reported to be the neareft of any to America. 

Oranfay is three miles long ; the fouth part low and fandy, the reft high and rocky : 
is divided from Colonfay by a narrow found dry at low water. ^ 1 iris ifland is a fmgle 
farm, yielding bear, flax, and much potatoes, which are left in their beds the whole 
winter, covered with fea-wrack, to protect them from the fro ft. 1 he manure is fhell 
fand and wrack : the Iaft laid on grafs will produce but one crop ; on corn-land it will 
produce two. Sixty milch cows are kept here ; and this year eighty head of cattle 
were fold from the ifland at three pounds a-piece: fome butter and cheefe are alfo 

exported. . . , 

This ifland is rented by Mr. Mac-Neile, brother to the proprietor or both lilands. 

The rent is not more than forty pounds a year ; yet according to the cuftom of the 
ifles, the farm employs a number of fervants, viz. a chief labourer, who has fifty fhd- 
lings a year, and a ftone of meal per week; a principal herdftnan, whofe wages are grafs 
for two cows, and meal fufficient for his family; a cow-herd, who has twenty-four 
(hillings a year and lhoes; one nnder him, whole wages are about fixteen fhillings ; 
and a calf-herd, who is allowed ten Ihillings. Befides thefe are two other men, called 
from their employ aoireannan, who have the charge of cultivating a certain portion of 
land, and alfo overfeeing the cattle it fupports : thefe have grafs for two milch cows 
and fix fheep, and the tenth Iheaf, the produce of the ground, and as many potatoes as 
they chufe to plant. The maid fervants are a houfekeeper, at three pounds a year ; a 
principal dairy maid, twelve marks Scots each half year ; and five other women, five 

Crofs the found at low water, and enter the ifland of Colonfay, twelve miles long, 
three broad, full of rocky hills, running tranfverfely, with variety of pretty meandering 
vales full of grafs, and moft excellent for pafturage. Even the hills have plenty of 
herbage mixed with the rock. The vallies want indofures and want woods, the com¬ 
mon defed of all the Hebrides: they yield bear and potatoes ; much of the firftis uled 
in diftillation, to the very ftarving of the iflanders, who are obliged to import meal for 
their fubfiftence. About two hundred and twenty head of cattle are annually exported 
at 3 1 . each. In 1736 the price was only five-and-twenty fhillings; but the rile com¬ 
menced two years after the rebellion. Yet even this advance does not enrich the people 
of this pretty ifland, for their whole profit is exhaufted in the purchafe of bread, which 
their own induftry ought to fupply. 

Oats are fown here about the middle of April, and yield three and a half. Bear pro¬ 
duces eight fold. Forty or fifty tons of kelp are annually made in both iflands. The 
materials are collefted on the fhores in the middle of April, and the kelp exported in 
Auguft, at the rate of 3I. 10s. or 4I. per ton. 

Their poverty prevents them from ufing the very means Providence has given them 
of railing a comfortable fubfiftence. They have a good foil, plenty of limeftone, and 
fufficient quantity of peat. A lea abounding with fifh; but their di ft relied ftate difables 
them from cultivating the one, and taking the other. Thefe two iflands contain eight 
thoufand four hundred acres, of which about two thoufand fix hundred are arable. 
How inadequate then is the produce of cattle ; and how much move fo is that of coni! 

The foil of this ifland is far fuperior in goodnefs to that of Oranfay ; yet how dif- 
proportionably lefs are the exports : Oranfay owes its advantages to the good manage¬ 
ment of the tenant. 
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In both iflands are between fi ve and fix hundred fouls. The old iuabitants were the 
Mac-dufies and the Mac-vuvechs. The firft were chief: “ This ifie (fays the dean) is 
brukit be ane gentle capitane callit Mac-dufyke and pertencd of auld to Clandonald of 
Kyntyre,” and it is now brukit be ane gentle capitane callit Mac-neile, who has never 
railed his rents, has preferved the love of his people, and loft but a fingle family by mi¬ 
gration. 

This ifland, fince the time of the dean, was the property of the Argyle family, who 
fold it to an anceftor of the prefent proprietor about fixty years ago. 1 conjeaure that 
the ancient owner might have forfeited by engaging in the laft rebellion of the Mac¬ 
donalds ; and that it was included in the large grant of iilands made to the Campbels, 
in reward for their fervices. 

Met with nothing very interefting in the ride. Pafs by a chain of finall lakes, called 
Loch-fad, by two great erect ftones monumental, at Cil chattan, and by a ruined chapel. 
There are three others; but notwirhftanding, from this circumftance, Oranfay and Co- 
lonfay might be fuppofed to have been ifles of fanctity, yet from the reformation tilt 
within the laft fix years, the facrament had been only once admmiftered. 

Reach Cil-oran, the feat of the proprietor, Mr. Mac-neile, who entertained us with 
much politenefs.. His houfe is well-lheltered, and trees grow very vigoroufly in its 
neighbourhood. There is fcarcely an ifland, where vallies protected from winds may 
not be found, in which trees might be planted to great advantage. Afh and maple 
would fucceed particularly well; and in many places the beft kinds of willows would 
turn to good account, and produce a manufacture, of bafkets and hampers, articles our 
commercial towns have a great demand for. 

Rabbits abound here ; about a hundred and twenty dozen of their (kins are annually 
exported. 

Bemacles appear here in vaft flocks in September, and retire the latter end of April 
or beginning of May. Among the domettic fowls 1 obferved peacocks to thrive well in 
the farm at Oranfay ; fo far north has this Indian bird been naturalized. 

Neither frogs, toads, nor vipers are found here; or any kind of ferpent, except the 
harmlefs blind-worm, 

I met with no remarkable foflils. Black talc, the mica lamellata martialis nigra of 
Cronfted, fe£t. 95, is found here, both in large detached flakes, and immerfed in indu¬ 
rated clay. AlftTrock ftone formed of glimmer and quartz. An imperfedt granite is 
not unfrequent. 

July 8. In the morning walk down to the eafiern coaft of the ifland, to a creek- 
guarded by the little rocky ifle of Olamfay, where finall veflels may find fhelter. Find 
Mr. Thompfon plying off at a mile’s diftance. Go on board, and fail for Jona. 1 he 
lofty mountains of Mull lay in the front: the eaftern views were Ilay, Jura, Scarba, 
and the entrance of the gulph of Corryvrekan ; beyond lies Lom, and at a diftance 
foars the high hill of Crouachan. 

Steer to the north-weft; but our courfe greatly delayed by calms: take numbers 
of grey gurnards 111 all depths of water, and find young herrings in their ftomachs. 

Towards evening arrive within fight of Jona, and a tremendous chain of rocks lying 
to the fouth of it, rendered more horrible by the perpetual noife of breakers. Defer 
our entrance into the found till day-light. 

July 9. About eight of the clock in the morning very narrowly efcape ftriking on 
the rock Bonirevor,"apparent at this time by the breaking of a wave : our inafter was 
at fome diftance in his boat, in fearch of fea-fowl, but alarmed with the danger of his 

veflfel. 
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veflfel, was battening to its relief; but the tide conveyed us out of reach of the rock, 
and faved him the trouble of landing us* for the weather was fo calm as to free us from 
any apprehenfions about our lives* After tiding for three hours, anchor in the found 
of Jona, in three fathoms water, on a white Tandy bottom ; but the fafefl: anchorage is 
on the eaft fide, between a little ifle and that of Mull : this found is three miles long 
and one broad, fhallow, and in feme parts dry at the ebb of fpring tides: it is bounded 
on t he eaft by the ifland of Mull ; on the weft by that of Jona, the moft celebrated of the 
Hebrides. 

Multitudes of gannets were now filhing here : they precipitated themfelves from a 
vafi height, plunged on their prey at leaft two fathoms deep, and took to the air again 
as foon as they emerged. Their fenfe of feeing mud be exquifite; but they are often 
deceived, for Mr. Thompfon informed me that he had frequently taken them by placing 
a herring on a hook, and finking it a fathom deep, which the gannet plunges for and is 
taken. 

The view of Jona was very piflurefque : tbeeaft fide, or that which bounds the found, 
exhibited a beautiful variety ; an extent of plain, a little elevated above the water, and 
ahnoft covered with the ruins of the facrcd buildings, and with the remains of the old 
town (till inhabited. Beyond thefe the ifland rifes into little rocky hills, with narrow 
verdant hollows between (for they merit not the name of vallies), and numerous enough 
for every reelufe to take his folkary walk, undifturbed by fociety. 

The ifland belongs to the parilh of Rofs, in Mull ; is three miles long and one broad ; 
the call fide inoftly flat; the middle rifes into fmall hills; the well fide very rude and 
rocky ; the whole is a lingular mixture of rock and fertility. 

The foil is a compound of fund and comminuted fea (hells, mixed with black loam ; 
is very favourable to the growth of bear, natural clover, crowsfoot, and dailies. It is 
in perpetual tillage, and is ploughed thrice before the fowing : the crops at this time 
made a promifmg appearance, but the feed was committed to the ground at very dif¬ 
ferent times; fome, I think, about the beginning of May, and feme not three weeks 
ago. Oats do not fucceed here ; but flax and potatoes come on very well. I am in¬ 
formed that the foil in Col, Tir-I, and North and South Uift, is fimilar to that in Jona. 

The tenants here run-rig, and have the pafturage in common. It fupports about a 
hundred and eight head qf cattle, and about five hundred fheep. There is no heath in 
this ifland; cattle unufed to that plant give bloody milk ; which is the cafe with the 
cattle of Jona tranfported to Mull, where that vegetable abounds; but the cure is foon 
effected by giving them plenty of water. 

Servants are paid here commonly with a fourth of the crop, grafs for three or four 
cows and a few fheep- 

The number of inhabitants is about a hundred and fifty: the moft ftupid and the 
molt lazy of all the ifhmders; yet many of them boaft of their defeent from the coin- 
pan ions of St. Columba. 

A few of the more common birds frequent this ifland : wild geefe breed here, and 
the young are often reared and tamed by the natives. 

The beautiful fea-buglofs makes the Ihores gay with its glaucous leaves and purple 
flowers. The eryngo, orfea-hollyjs frequent; and the fatal belladonna is found here. 

The granites durus rubefeens, the fame with the Egyptian, is found in Nuns-ifle, and 
on the coaft of Mull : a breccia quartzofa, of 3 beautiful kind, is common ; and the 
rocks to the fouth of the bay of Martyrs is formed of the Swedilh trapp, ufeful to glafs- 
makers 
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Iona derives its name from a Hebrew word fignifying a dove, in allunon to the name 
of the great faint, Columba* the founder of its fame* I his holy man, mitigated by his 
zeal, left his native country, Ireland, in the year 565, with the pious defign of preaching 
the gofpel to the Pifts. It appears that he left his native foil with warm refentmenr, 
vowing never to make a fettlement within fight of that hated ifland. He made his In A 
trial at Oranfay, and on finding that place too near Ireland, fucceeded to his wilh at 
Hy, for that was the name of Iona at the time of his arrival. He repeated here the ex- 
periment on feveral hills, erefting on each a heap of Clones \ and that which he la ft 
afeended is to this day called Carnan-chul-reh-Eiripn, or the eminence of the back 

turned to Ireland. , 

Columba was foon diftingaiftied by the fanftity of his manners : a miracle that he 
wrought fo operated on the Piftifh king, Bradeus, that he immediately made a prelent 
of the little ifie to the faint. It feetns that his majefty had refilled Columba an audi¬ 
ence, and even proceeded fo far as to order the palace gates to be fhut againft him } but 
the faint, by the power of his word, inftantly caufed them to fly open* 

As fbon as he was in polfeffion of Jon a he founded a cell of monks, borrowing his 
mftituEions from a certain oriental monadic order # * It is faid that the firft religious 
were canons regular, of whom the founder was the firft abbot; and that his monks, till 
the year 716, differed from thofe of the church of Rome, both in the obfervation of 
Eafter, and the clerical tonfure. Columba led here an exemplary life, and was highly 
refpe&ed for the fanctity of his manners for a confiderable number of years. He is 
the firft on record who had the faculty of fecond-fight, for he told the victory of Aidan 
over the Pifts and Saxons on the very inftant it happened. He had the honour of 
rying in this ifland Convatius and Kinnatil, two kings of Scotland, and of crowning a 
third. At length, worn out with age, he died-, in Jona, in the arms 0} ins difciples ; was 
interred there, but (as the Irifh pretend) in after times tranilated to Down, where, a<> 
cording to the epitaph, his remains were depofued with thofe of St* Bridget and Sr. 
Patrick* 

Hi tres In Duno tumulo tumulantur in uno j 
J 3 rigida 7 Fatricius, atque Columba pms. 

But tin's is totally denied by the Scots ; who affirm that the contrary is /hewn in the 
life of the faint, extrafted out of the pope’s library, and tranllated out of the Latin into 
Erie, by father Cal-o-horan, which decides in favour of Jona the momentous difpute f. 

After the death of St. Columba, the ifland received the name of Y-coIumb-cill, or 
the ifle 6f the cell of Columba. In procefs of time the ifland it (elf was perfonified, and 
by a common blunder in early times converted into a faint, and worfhioped under the 
title of St. Columb-killa. 

The religious continued unmolelled during two centuries ; but in the year Soy were 
attacked by the Danes, who with their ufual barbarity put part of the monks to the - 
fword, and obliged the remainder, witli their abbot Cellach, to feck fafety by flying 
from their rage. The monaftevy remained depopulated for feveh years; but on the 
retreat of the Danes received a new order, being then peopled by Gluniacs, who con¬ 
tinued there till the diffolution, when the revenues were united to the fee of Argyle. 

Took boat and landed on the fpot called the Bay of Martyrs, the place where the 
bodies of thofe who were to be interred in this holy ground were received during the 
period of fuperftition. 

* Sir Roger Tin Men's Rife of Mona ft ic States, 36. -J- M. S. in Adiroc. Lifer. 169 3 - . 
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Walked about a quarter of a mile to the {both, in order to fix on a convenient fpot 
for pitching a rude tent* formed of oars and fails* as our day refidence, during our ft ay 
on the ifland. 

Obferve a little beyond an oblong inclofure, bounded by a Hone dike* called Clach- 
nan Druinach, and fuppofed to have been the burial-place of the Druids* for bones of 
various fizes are found there- I have no doubt but that druidifm was the original reli¬ 
gion of this place ; -yet I fuppofe this to have been rather the common cemetery of the 
people of the town, which lies almoft dole to the bay of Martyrs. 

Having fettled the bufinefs of our tent, return through the town, confiding at pre- 
fent of about fifty houfes, moftiy very mean, thatched with draw of bear pulled up by 
the roots, and bound tight on the roof with ropes made of heath. Some of the houfes 
that lie a little beyond the reft feemed to have been better conftructed than the others, 
and to have been the manfions of the inhabitants when the place was in a flourififing 
ft ate, but at prefent are in a very ruinous condition. 

Vifit every place in the order that they lay from the village. The firft was the ruin 
of the nunnery, filled with canonefles of St, Auguftine, and confecrated to St, Oran, 
They were permitted to live in community for a confiderible time after the reforma¬ 
tion, and wore a white gown, and above it a rotchet of fine linen *. 

The church was fifty-eight feet by twenty: the roof of the eaft end is entire, is a 
pretty vault made of very thin fton s, bound together by four ribs meeting in the centre. 
The floor is covered fome feet thick with cow-dung ; this place being at prefent the 
common flicker for the cattle ; and the iflanders are too lazy to remove this fine ma¬ 
nure, the colleftion of a century, to enrich their grounds. 

With much difficulty, by virtue of fair words and a bribe, prevail on one of thefe 
liftlefs fellows to remove a great quantity of this dunghill, and by that means once more 
expoie to light ihe tomb -of the laft priorefs. Her figure is cu on the face of the ftone ; 
an angel on each fidefepports her head ; and above them is a little plate and a comb. 
The priorefs occupies only one half of the furface ; the other is filled with the form of 
the Virgin Mary, with head crowned and mitred ; the child in her arms; and to denote 
her Queen of Heaven, a fun and moon appear above. At her feet is this add refs, from 
the priorefs : “ Sanfta Maria ora pro me," And round the lady is inferibed * u Hie 
jacet Domina Anna Donaldi Terleti f filia quondam priorifla de Jona quse obiit aifo ni° 
d° xi aiQ ejus animan altillimo commendamus ” 

Mr. Stuart, who fome time pa ft vi filed this place, informed me that at that time he 
obferved this fragment of another infeription : “ Hie jacet Mariota filia Johan : Lauch- 
lani Domini de , . . ** 

Befides this place of fepulture, was another on the outfide, allotted for the nuns ; 
where, at a refpeftable distance from the virtuous reclufes, lies in folitude a frail filler. 

This nunnery could never have been founded fas fome a (Ter t) in the days of St. Co- 
lumba, who was no admirer of the fair fex: in fa£t he held them in fuch abhorrence, that 
hedetefted all cattle on their account, and would not permit a cow to come within fight 
of his lacred walls; becaufe u J Sfar am bi bo, bfdh bean, ? Sfar am bi bean, biMh 
mallacha cc Where there is a cow, there muft be a woman ; and where there is a 
woman, there muft be mifehief/* 

Advance from hence along a broad paved way, which is continued in a line from the 
nunnery to the cathedral: another branches from it to the bay of Martyrs; and a third, 
narrower than the others, points towards the hills. 
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On thls road is a large and elegant crofs, called that of Madeane, one of three hun* 
dred and fixty that were ftanding in this ifland at the reformation % but immediately 
after were ahnoft entirely demoUlhed by order of a provincial aflembly, held in the 
ifland. It feems to have been cuftomary in Scotland for individuals to ereft croffes, 
probably in coafequence of fome vow* or perhaps out of a vain hope of perpetuating 
their memory. 

Arrive at Reilig Gurain, or the burying-place of Oran, a vafl: endofure; the great 
place of interment for the number of monarchs who were depolited -here, and for the 
potentates of every file, and their lineage ; for all were ambitious of lying in this holy 
fpot* The place is in a manner filled with gravestones, but fo overgrown with weeds, 
efpecially with the common butter-bur, that very few are at prefent to be Teen. 

I was very defirous of viewing the tombs of the kings, defcribed by the Dean of the 
files, and from him by Buchanan ; the former fays f, that in his time there were three, 
built in form of little chapels; on one was infcribed, “ Tumulus Regum Scotia^*’ 
In this were dcpofited the remains of forty-eight Scottifh monarchs, beginning with 
Fergus If., and ending with the famous Macbeth : for his fucceflor, Malcolm Can more, 
decreed for the future Dmnferline to be the place of royaffepulture J. Of the Scottfih 
monarchs interred in Iona, fixtcen are pretended to be of the race of Alpin, and are 
flyled, Righrid Ailpeanaeh. 

Fergus was the founder of this maufoleum (Boethius calls it abbatia §), and not only 
directed that it fhpuld be the fepulchre of his fuccdfors, but alfo caufed an office to be 
compofed for the funeral ceremony. 

The next was infcribed, 44 Tumulus Regum Hibernia,” containing four Irifh mo¬ 
narchs ^ and the third, 44 Tumulus Regum Norwegian,” containing eight Norwegian 
princes, or more probably viceroys, of the Hebrides, while they were fub^eft to that 
crown. - ' 

That fo many crowned heads, from different nations, fhould prefer this as the £rface 
of their interment, is faid to have been owing to an ancient prophecy : 

Scachd bliadna roimh , n blirak 
Thig mtiir thar Eirin re aon tra’ 
fltliar He ghu irm ghlais 
Ach Snamhafdh I eholum dafneh. 

Which is to this effect: tc Seven years before the end of the world a deluge fhall 
drown the nations : the fea, at one tide, fhall cover Ireland, and the green-headed Ilay ; 
but Columba’s ifle filial 1 fwim above the flood.” 

But of thefe celebrated tombs we could difeover nothing more than certain flight 
remains, that were built in a ridged form, and arched within $ but the inferiptions were 
loft. Thefe are called Jomaire nan righ, or the ridge of the kings. Among thefe 
fliones were found two with Gaelic inferiptions, and the form of a crofs carved on each : 
the words on one were, “ Cros Domhail Fat’afich,” or the crofs of Donald Long- 
ffianks ; the other fignified the crofs of Urchvine o Guin. The letters were thofe of 
the moil ancient Irifh alphabet, exhibited in Valiancy’s Irifh grammar. 

Among the fame ftones is alfo the following : “ Hie jacent quatuor priores de—ex 
una natione V: Johannes, Hugonius, Patricius: in decretis olim Bacularius, alter Hu- 
gonius j| qui obiit an. Dorn, millefs'"*’ quingenteflimo.” 

* Short Defer, of Jona, 1693. Advoc. Lrbr. M. S. f P- 19- J Boethius, lib. vn. p. t 2 *.- 

§ Lib. vii. p, j 19. 1| Corre&ed by John Lloyd, Efq. of Wyg-fair, Flintfiiire. 
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I am indebted to Mr. Stuart for thefe three infcriptions, which he met with in his 
former voyage 5 arriving before the growth of the all-covering weeds- Mr. Frazier, 
foil to the Dean of the ifles, informed Mr. Sacheverel, governor of the ifle of Man, who 
vifited Jona in 1688, that his father had collefled there three hundred infcriptions, and 
prelented them to the Earl of Argyie; which were afterwards loft in the troubles of 
the family. 

The chapel of St. Oran ftands in this fpace, which legend reports to have been the 
ftrft building attempted by St. Coiutnba j by the working of fome evil fpirit, the walls 
fell down as fail as they were built up. 

After fome confultation it was pronounced, that they never would be permanent till 
a human victim was buried alive : Oran a companion of the faint, generoufly offered 
himfelf, and was interred accordingly : at the end of three days St. Columba had the 
curiofity to take a farewell look at his old friend, and caufed the earth to be removed. 
To the furprize of all beholders, Oran ftarted up, and begazi to reveal the fecrets of 
his pnfon-houfe; and particularly declared, that all that had been faid of hell was a 
mere joke. This dangerous impiety fo (hocked Columba, that, with great policy, he 
inftantly ordered the earth to be flung in again $ poor Oran was overwhelmed, and an 
end for ever put to his prating. His grave is near the door, diftmguilhed only by a plain 
red ftone. 

Boethius * gives us reafon to fuppofe, before this period, Iona to have been the 
habitation of the weird fillers and cacodsemons ; for KingNathoIocus, like Saul of old, 
confulted in this iiland an old witch, of uncommon fame ; no wonder, therefore, that 
the prince of darknefs ftiouid be interefted in the overthrow of edifices that were Lo 
put an end to his influence. 

In Oran’s chapel are feveral tombs, and near it many more: within, beneath a re¬ 
eds formed with three neat pointed arches, is a tombdtone with a Giip and feveral orna¬ 
ment^. I forgot whether the fails were furled : in that cafe the deceafod was defeended 
from the ancient Kings of Man of the Norwegian f race, who ufed thofe arms. 

Near the fouth end is the tomb of 1 he abbot Mac-kinnan ? s father, inferibed, Hsec eft 
crux Lauchlani Me. Fingon et ejus filil Johannis Abbatis de Hy. fafta am Dam. + 
cccclxxxix. 

Another of Macdonald of Ilay and Cantyre, commonly called Jnnus, or Angus oig, 
the chief of the name. Fie was a ftrong friend to Robert Bruce, and was with him 
at the battle of Bannockbourne. His infeription is, Hie jacet corpus Angufii filii 
Domini Angufii Me. Domhnill de Ilay. 

In another place lies the grave-ftone of Ailean Nan Sop, a Geatharnarch, or head of 
a party, of the name of Matleane ; from whom is defeended the family of Torlojfg. 
liie ftone is ornamented with carving and a fliip. 

A Macleane, of Col, appears in armour with a fword in his left hand- A Macleane 
of Duart, with armour, ifaield and two-handed fword. And a third, of the fame name 
of the family of Lochbuy : his right hand grafps a piftol, his left a fword. Befides 
thefe, are numbers of odier ancient heroes, whofe very names have perilhed, and they 
deprived of their expeded glory : their lives were, like the path of an arrow, ciofed up 
and loft as foon as paft y and probably in thofe times of barbarifm, as fatal to their feU 
low creatures. 

About feventy feet fouth of the chapel is a red unpoliftxed ftone: beneath which lies 
a namelefs King of France. But the memory of the famous old dodor of Mull has had 
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a better fate* and is preferred in thefe words : Hie jaeet Johannes Betonus Maelenorum 
families,,medicus, qui mortuus eft 19 Novembris 1657. 2 Et. 63. Donaldus Betonus 
fecit* 1674. 

Ecce cad it jaculo viands mortis miqtia; ; 

Qm toties aids folverat ipfe malls* 

Soli Deo Gloria* 

A little north-weft of the door is the pedeftal of a crofs: on it are certain ftones, 
that feem to have been the fupport of a tomb. Numbers who vifit this ifland (I fup- 
pofe the eleft impatient for the confumniation of all things) think it incumbent on them 
to turn each of thefe thrice round, according to the courfe of the fun. They are called 
Clacha-brath; for it is thought that the brath, or end of the world, will not arrive till 
the (tone on which they Hand is worn through. Originally, fays Mr. SaehevereJ, 
here were three noble globes, of white marble, placed on three ftone bafons, and thefe 
were turned round ; but the fynod ordered them, and fixty erodes, to be thrown into 
the fea. The prefent ftones are probably fubftituted in place of thefe globes. 

The precinft of thefe tombs was held facred, and enjoyed the privileges of a Girth, 
or fanctuary *. Thefe places of retreat were by the ancient Scotch law, not to Ihelter 
mdiferimimtely every offender, as was the cafe in more bigotted times in Catholic 
countries : for here all atrocious criminals were excluded; and only the unfortunate 
delinquent, or the penitent fmner fhielded from the inftant ftroke of rigorous juftice. 
The laws are penned with fuch humanity and good fenfe, that the reader cannot be dif- 
pleafed with feeing them in their native fimplicity t- 

“ Gif any fleis to Haliji Kirk moved with repentance confeffes there that he 
“ heavily finned, and for the love of God is come to the houfe of God for fafetie of 
« himfelf, he fall nocht time life nor limine bot quhat he has taken frae anie man he 
« fall reftore fame-ikill to him, and fall fatisfie the King according to the law of the 
“ countrie. 

« And fwa fallfwere upon the Halie Evangell that there-after he fall never commit 
“ reif nor theift.” Alex, ii.c 6. 

“ If ane manflayer takes himfelf to the immunitie of the Kirk, he fould be admon- 
« iffed and required to come forth and prefent himfelf to the lawj to know gif the 
« flauchter was committed be forthocht felonie or murther. 

« And gif he be admoniffed, and will not come furth ; fra that time furth in all time 
« thereafter he fal be baniflied and exiled as ane committer of murther and forethocht 
« felonie ; keep and refervand to him the immunitie of the kirk to the whilk he take 
“himfelf.” Rob. n.c. 9. 

Particular care was alfo taken that they fhould receive no injury during their retreat: 
penalties were enafted for even ftriking; but for the murder of any, “ The King was 
to have from the flayer twentye nine kyes and ane zoung kow ; and the offender was 
alfo to aflithe to the friends of the defunft conforme to the laws of the countrie.” 
Wil. c. 5. 

The cathedral lies a little to the north of this inclofure: is in the form of a crofs. 
The length from eafl: to weft is a hundred and fifteen feet. The breadth twenty-three. 
The length of the tranfept feventy. Over the centre is ahandfome tower : on each of 
which is a window with lome ftone work of different forms in every one. 

On the fouth fide of the chancel are fome Gothic arches fupported by pillars, nine 
feet eight inches high, including the capitals ; and eight feet nine inches in circumfer- 
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ence. The capitals are quite peculiar ; carved round with various fuperftitious figures* 
among others is an angel weighing of fouls. 

The altar was of white marble veined with grey, and is vulgarly fuppofed to have 
reached from fide to fide of the chancel : but Mr. Sacheverel % who faw it 'when aU 
mod entire* affures us, that thefize was fix feet by four. 

The demolition of this ftone was owing to the belief of the fuperftitious ; who were 
of opinion* that a piece of it conveyed to the pofiefibr fuccefs in whatever he undertook. 
A very frnall portion is now left; and even that we contributed to diminiih. 

Near the altar is the tomb of the abbot Mac-kinripn. His figure lies recumbent* 
with this infeription round the margin* €C Hie jacet Johannes Mac-Fingone abbas de Fly* 
qui obiit anno Domini Milleflimo quingenteffimo, cujas animss propitietur Deus altifll- 
rniis. Amen/’ 

On the other fide is the tomb and figure of Abbot Kenneth. 

On the floor is the effigy of an armed knight, with a wbilk by his fide, as if he juft 
had returned from the fealt of Ibells in the hall of Fingal. 

Among thefe funeral fubjefts, the interment (a few years ago) of a female remarkable 
for her lineage muftnotbe omitted. She was a direct defendant, and the laft of the 
Clan-an-tiifter, oftiarii, or door-keepers to the monaftery. The firft of the family came 
over with Columba, but falling under his difpleafure, it was decreed on the imprecation 
of this irritable faint, that never more than five of his clan fliould exift at one time * 
and in confequence when a fixth was born, one of the five was to look for death. 
This, report fays, alway happened till the period that the race was extinguifhed in this 
woman. 

It is difficult to fay when the prefent church was built: if we may credit Boethius, it 
was rebuilt by Malduinus, in the feventh century, out of the ruins of the former. But 
the prefent ftrufture is far too magnificent for that age. Moll of the walls are built with 
red granite from the Nuns ifle in the found. 

From the fouth eaft corner are two parallel walls about twelve feet high, and ten feet 
diftant from each other. At prefent they are called Dorus tiirgh, or the door to the 
fiiore: are fuppofed to have been continued from the cathedral to the fea, to have 
been roofed, and to Have formed a covered gallery the whole way. 

In the church-yard is a fine crofs, fourteen feet high, two feet two inches broad, and 
ten inches thick, made of a fingle piece of red granite. The pedeftalis three feet high. 

Near the fouth-eaft: end is Mary’s chapel. Befides this, we are informed, that there 
were feveral other founded by the Scottifh monarchs, and the Reguli of the iflesf. 

r ihe monaftery lies behind the cathedral. It is in amoft ruinous ftate, a finall rem¬ 
nant of a cloifter is left, I11 a corner are fame black ftones, held fo facred, but for 
what reafon I am ignorant, that it was cuftomary to fwear by them : perhaps from then- 
being neighbours to the tutelar faint, whofe grave is almoft adjacent, 

Boethius | gives this monaftery an earlier antiquity than perhaps it can juflly claim. 
He fays, that after the defeat of the Scots, at the battle of Munda, A. D, 370, the 
furvivors with all religions fled to this ifiand ; and were the original founders of this 
houfe. But the account given by the venerable Bede is much more probable, that St, 
Columba was the original founder, as has been before related. 

This ifle, fays the Dean, hes beine rich lie dot at by the Scotch kings : and mentions 
feveral little iflands that belonged to it, which he calls Soa, Naban, Moroan, Reringe* 

* P 152. 
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Inch Kenzie, Eorfay, and Kannay. If thefe had been all the endowments, they would 
never ferve to lead the religious into the temptation of luxury ; but they were in pof- 
i'effion of a confiderable number of churches and chapels in Galway, with large eftates 
annexed, all which were taken from them, and granted to the canons of Holyrood 
houfe by William I. between the years 1172 and 1180*. 

Columba was the firfl abbot: he and his fucccffors maintained a jurifdiftion over all 
the other monafteries that branched from this; and over all the monks of this abbey 
that exercifed the priediy or even epilcopal function in other places. One of the infti- 
tutes of Loyola leems here to have been very early eftab'i (lied, for the eleves of this 
houfe feern not to think theinfelves freed from their vow of obedience to the abbot of 
Jona. Bede 1 fpeaks of the fmgular pre-eminence, and fays that the ifland always had 
for a governor an abbot-prefbyter, whofe power (by a very uncommon rule) not only 
every province, but even the bifliops themfelves, obeyed. From this account the ene¬ 
mies to epifcopacy have inferred, that the rank of bifliop was a novelty, introduced into 
the church in corrupt times : and the authority they afiiimed was an errant ufurpa- 
tion, fince a Ample abbot for fo confiderable a fpace was permitted to have the fuperi- 
ority. In anfwer to this, archbifhop Ulher J advances, that the power of the abbot of 
Jona was only local; and extended only to the bithop who refided there : for after the 
conqueft of the ifle of Man by the Englifh, and the divifion of the fee after that event, 
the bifliop of the illes made Jona his refidence, which before was in Man. But not- 
withftanuing this, the venerable Bede leems to be a ftronger authority, than the UJfter 
annals quoted by the archbifhop, which pretend no more than that a bifliop had always 
refided in Jona, without even an attempt to refute the pofitive aflertion of the moil re- 
fpeftable author we have (relating to church matters) in tho ie primitive times. 

North of the monaftery are the remains of the bifhop’s houfe : the refidence of the 
bifliops of the ifles after the ifle of Man was feparated from them. This event happened 
in the time of Edward I. On their arrival the abbots permitted to them the ufe of 
their church, for they never had a cathedral of their own, except that in the ifle of 
Man. During the time of the Norwegian reign, which Iafted near two hundred years, 
the bifhops were chofen without rcfpeCt of country, for we find French, Norwegian, 
Eng ifli and Scotch among the prelates, and they were generally, but not always, con- 
fecrated at Drontheim. Even after the ceffion of the Ebudasto Scotland by Magnus, 
the patronage of this biffin prick was by treaty referred to the archbifhop § of Drontheim. 
This fee was endowed with |J thirteen iflands; but fome of them were forced from 
them by the tyranny of fome of the little chieftains; thus for example, Rafa, as the 
h< nefl Dean fays, was perieining to Mac-Gyllychallan by the fword, and to the bifhop 
of the ifles by heritage. 

The title of thefe prelates, during the conjunction of Man and Sodor, had been unjver- 
fally tniflaken, till the explications of that nioft ingenious writer Dr. Macpherfon «[ ;-It 
was always fuppofed to have been derived from Soder, an imaginary town, either in 
Man or in Jona: whofe derivation was taken from the Greek Soter or Saviour. Dur¬ 
ing the time that the Norwegians were in poffeffion of the ifles, they divided them into 
two parts: the northern, which comprehended all that lay to the north of the point of 

* Sir James Dairy tuple's Coll 3.71, 272. 

f Habere autem folet ipfa infula rerem Temper Abbatem Prdbyterum, cujus juri et omnis FroTiucia 
ct ipfi etiam i .pifeopi ordne inuiitato ebeant elfe fubje£ti. Lib. iii c 4 
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Arnaiuurchan, and were called the Nordereys, from norder North, and ey.an ifland- 
.And, the Sudereys took in thofe that lay to the fouth of that promontory. This was 
only a civil divifion, for the Hike of governing thefe fcattered dominions with more 
facility ; for a feparate viceroy was fent to each, but both were fubjeft to the fame 
jurifdiftion civil and ecclefiaftical. But as the Sudereys was the mod important, 
that had the honour of giving name to the bifhoprick, and the ifle of Man retained both 
titles, like as England unites that of France, notwithftanding many centuries have 
elapfed finceour rights to the now ufurped titles are loft* 

Proceed on our walk. To the weft of the convent is the abbots mount, overlooking 
the whole. Beneath feem to have been the gardens once well cultivated, for we are 
told that the monks tranfplanted from other places, herbs both efculent and medicinal. 

Beyond the mount are the ruins of a kiln, and a granary : and near it, was the mill* 
The lake or pool that ferved it lay behind ; is now drained, and is the mrbery, the fuel 
of the natives ; it appears to have been once divided, for along the middle runs a raifed 
way, pointing to the hills. They negledt at prefent the conveniency of a mill, and ufe 
only querns. 

North from the granary extends a narrow flat, with a double dike and fofs on one 
fide, and a (Ingle dike on the other. At the end is a fquare containing a cairn and 
furrounded with a (lone dike. r J his is called a burial place ; it muft have been In very 
early times cotemporary with other cairns, perhaps in the days of Druidifni % for bi- 
fliop Pocock mentions, that he had feen two ft ones feven feet high, with a third laid 
acrofs on their tops, an evident cromleh: he alio adds, that the Irifh name of the 
ifland was lifh Dmnifh ; which agrees with the account I have fomewhere read, that 
Iona had been the feat of Druids expelled by Columba, who found them there. 

Before I quit this height, 1 muft obferve, that the whole of their religious buildings 
were covered on the north fide by dikes, as a proteftion from the northern invaders, 
who paid little regard to the fanftity of their characters. 

The public was greatly interefted in the prefervation of this place, for it was the rc- 
pofitory of moft of the ancient Scotch records*. The library here muft alfo have 
been invaluable, if we can depend upon Boethius, who afferts that Fergus the IL afTift- 
ing Alaric the Goth, in the facking of Rome, brought away as his (hare of the plunder, 
a cheft of books, which he prefented to the monastery of jona, JEneas Sylvius (after¬ 
wards Pope Pius II.) intended, when he was in Scotland, to have vifited the library in 
fearch of the loft books of Livy, but was prevented by the death of the King, James L 
A lrnall parcel of them were in 1525 brought to Aberdeen f, and great pains were 
taken to unfold them, but through age and the tendernefs of the parchment, little could 
be read : but from what the learned were able to make out, the work appeared by the 
flyle to have rather been a fragment of Salluft than of Livy. But the regifter and 
records of the ifland, all written on parchment, and probably other more antique and 
valuable remains, were all deftroyed by that worfe than Gothic fynod}, which at the 
reformation declared w F ar againft all fcience. 

Atprefent, this once celebrated feat of learning is deftitute of even a fchool-matter * 
and this feminary of holy men wants even a minifter £0 aflift them in the common 
duties of religion* 

* Vide Mac-kenzk, Stillingfket, Lloyd. 

+ Boethius, lib, vh\ p, 1*4, Patilus Jovius, quoted by Uflier, Br. Ecd. 597. 

I am Informed that numbers of the records of the Hebrides were preserved at Drrmrhcfm till they 
were deftroyed by the great fire which happened in that city tuber in the laft orptefent century 

X M. S, Advocates Library. * } 
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July ro. Crofs the ifland.over a mo ft fertile elevated tract to the fouth-weft fide, to 
vifit the landing place of St. Columba ; a fmall bay, with a pebbly beach, mixed with 
variety of pretty Hones, foch as violet-coloured quartz, nephritic ftones, and fragments 
of porphyry, granite and Zoeblitz marble: a vail trad near this place was covered with 
heaps of ftones, of unequal Sizes: thefe, as is fakl, were the penances of monks who 
were to raife heaps, ofdimenfions equal to their crimes ; and to judge by feme, it is no 
breach of charity to think there were among them enormous Tinners, 

On one fide is fhewrt au oblong heap of earth, the fuppofed lize of the veflel that 
tranfported St. Columba and his twelve difcipifcsfrom Ireland to thisifland. 

On my return faw, on the right hand, on a fmall hill, a fmall circle of ftones, and a 
little cairn in the middle, evidently Druidical, but called the hill of the Angels, Cnoe 
nar-aimgeal; from a tradition that the holy man had there a conference with thofe ce* 
leftial beings foon after his arrival. Bifhop Pocock informed me, that the natives were 
aceuftomed to bring their horfes to this circle at the feaft of St. Michael, and to courfe 
round it, I conjecture that this ufage originated from the cuftom ofbleffing the horfes^ 
in the days of fuperdition, when the prieft and the holy water pot were called in : but 
in latter times the horfes are (till affembled, but the reafon forgotten. 

The traveller mu ft not negle£l to afeend the hilt of Dun-ii; from whofe fummit is a 
molt pi&urefque view of the long chain of little illands, neighbours to this; of the long 
low illes of Col and Tir-I to the weft ; and the vaft height of Rum and Skie to the 
north, 

July it. At eight of the clock in the morning, with the firft fair wind we yet had, 
fet fail for the found ; the view of Jona, its cluttered town* the great ruins, and the fer¬ 
tility of the ground, were fine contrafts, in our paffage to the red granite rocks of the 
barren Mull, 

Loch-Screban, or Locb-Leven in Mull, foon opens to our view. After palling a 
cape, placed in our maps far too projecting, fee Loch-in-a-Gaal; a deep bay, with the 
files of Ulva and Gometra in its mouth. On Ulva are bafahic columns of a lighter 
colour than ufuaL In Loch-Scrcban that intelligent voyager Mr. Mills in 1788, dif- 
covered in a glen near Ardlun head, a wonderful collection of bafaltic columns, varioufiy 
difpofed, fome eredl, others bending as if prefled by the incumbent weight, and attend* 
ed by lava and vitrified matter. An infulated rock of a very furprizing compofition is 
to be feen at the extremity of the glen, fupported by lofty bafaltic pillars flightiy inclined. 
The greater part of the rock is formed of rude lava, but one fide confifts of pillars lying 
horizontally upon the others, and regularly refting on them till they reach the fummit 
of the lava, and form on that part a molt beautiful and fmgular facing *. 

On the weft appears the beautiful groupe of the Treafhunifh ifles t* Neareft lies 
Stafia, a new giant’s capfeway, rifing amidit the waves ; but with columns of double the 
height of that in Ireland; gloffy and refplendent, from the beams of the eaftern fun. 
Their greateft height was ai the fouthern point of the ifle, of which they feemed the 
fupport. They decreafed in height in proportion as they advanced along that face of 
Staffa oppofed to us, or the eaftern fide ; at length appeared loft in the formlefs ftrata: 
and the reft of the ifiand that appeared to us was formed oi Hopes to the water edge, or 
of rude but not lofty precipices. Over part of the tfie, on the weftern fide, was plainly 
to be feen a vaft precipice, feemingiy columnar, like the preceding. I wifhed to make a 

* Phil, TranC. hxx. p* 73, tab. iv- 

f Thefe arc moll emmeoufly placed in the maps a very considerable diftance £oo far to the north. 
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nearer approach, but the prudence of Mr* Thompfofl, who was unwilling to venture in 
thefe rocky feas, prevented my farther fearch of this wondrous ille; I could do no 
more than caufe an accurate view to be taken of its eaftern fide, and of thofe of the 
other pidburefque ifiands then in fight. But it is a great confolation to me, that I am 
able to lay before the public a molt accurate account communicated tome through the 
friendfliip of Sir Jofcph Banks, who, on Auguft 12 of this fummer, vifited thefe parts 
on his interfiling voyage to Iceland, 



ACCOUNT OF STAFFA, By Sir Joseph Banks, Baronet* 

Auguft 12* w In the found of Mull, we came to anchor, on the Morven fide, 
oppofite to a gentleman's houfe, called Drumnen : the owner of it* Mr. Macleane, 
having found out who we were, very cordially afked us afhore j we accepted his invi¬ 
tation, and arrived at his houfe, where we met an Englifh gentleman, Mr, Leach *, 
who no foooer faw us than he told us, that about nine leagues from us was an ifland 
where he believed no one even in die Highlands had been f, on which were pillars 
like thofe of the Giant's-Caufeway : this was a great objeft to me who had wilhed to 
have feen the caufeway itfelf, would time have allowed I therefore refolved to pro¬ 
ceed dlre&Iy, efpecmlly as it was juft in the way to the Columb-ldll: accordingly, 
having put up two days provifions, and my little tent, we put off in the boat about 
one o'clock for our intended voyage, having ordered the fliip to wait for us in Tobir- 
more, a very fine harbour on the Mull fide* 

“ At nine o'clock, after a tedious paffage, having had not a breath of wind, we 
arrived, under the direction of Mr* Mackane's fon, and Mr. Leach. It was too dark 
to feeltny thing, fo we carried our tent and baggage near the only houfe upon the 
ifland, and began to cook our fuppers, in order to be prepared for the earlieft dawn, 
to enjoy that tvhich from the converfation of the gentlemen we had now raifed the 
higheft expe£lations of, 

w The impatience which every body felt to fee the wonders we had heard fo largely 
deferibed, prevented our morning's reft; every one was up and in motion before the 
break of day, and with the firft light arrived at the fouth-weft part of the ifland, the 
feat of the moft remarkable pillars ; where we no fooner arrived than we were ftruck 
with afeene of magnificence which exceeded our expeditions, though formed, as we 
thought, upon the moft fanguine foundations; the whole of that end of the ifland 
fupported by ranges of natural pillars, rnoftly above fifty feet high, Handing in natural 
colonnades, according as the bays or points of land formed themfelves \ upon a firm 
bafis of folid unformed rock, above thefe, the ftratum which reaches to the foil or fur- 
face of the ifland, varied in thicknefs as the illand itfelf formed into hills or vallies; 
each hill, which hung over the columns below, forming an ample pediment; fome of 
thefe above fixly feet in thicknefs, from the bafe to the point, formed by the Hoping 
of the hill on each fide, almoft into the fbape of thofe ufed in architecture. 

* w I cannot but exprefs the obligations I have to this gentleman for his very kind intentions of informing 
me of this matchltfa curiofity ; for I am informed that be purfued me in a boat for two miles, to acquaint 
me with what he had obfervtd ; bur, unfortunately for me, vve out-failed his liberal intention, 

t When I lay in the found of Jona, two gentlemen, from the ifle of Mull, and whofe fetdements were 
there, feemed to know nothing of this place ; at leaft they never mentioned it as any thing wonderful.*' 
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« Compared to this what are the cathedrals or the. palaces built by men! mere mo¬ 
dels or playthings, imitations as' diminutive as his works will always be when complied 
to thofe of nature. Where is now the boaft of the architea ! regularity, the only part 
in which he fancied himfeif to exceed his miftrefs. Nature, is here found in her pof- 
feffion, and here it has been for ages undefcribed *. Is not this the ichool where the 
art was originally ftudied, and what has been added to this by the whole Grecian 
fchool ? a capital to ornament the column oi nature, of which they could execute only 
a model; anti for that very capital they were obliged to a bufli of Acanthushow 
amply does nature repay thofe who fludy her wonderful works! 

« 'With our minds full of fuch refleftkns we proceeded along the fhore, treading 
upon another Giant’s Caufeway, every Hone being regularly formed into a certain 
number of fides and angles, till in a Ihort time we arrived at the mouth of a cave, 
the mod magnificent, I fuppofe, that has ever been deferibed by travellers. 

« The mind can hardly form an idea more magnificent than Inch a fpace, fupportc-d 
on each fide by ranges of columns ; and roofed by the bottoms of thole, which have 
been broke off in order to form it; between the angles of which a yellow ftalagmitic 
matter has exuded, which ferves to define the angles precifely ; and at the fame time 
vary the colour with a great deal of elegance, and to render it dill more agreeable, 
the whole is lighted from without; fo that the fartheft extremity is very plainly feen 
from without, and the air within, being agitated by the flux and reflux of the tides, 
is perfectly-dry and wholefome, free entirely from the damp vapours with which na¬ 
tural caverns in general abound. _ . 

« We a Iked the name of it. Said our guide, the cave of Fhinn ; what is Fhinn ? 
faid we. Fhinn Mac Coul, whom the tranflator of Oifian’s works has called Fingal. 
How fortunate that in this cave we fhould meet with the remembrance of that chief, 
whofe exiftence, as well as that of the whole epic poem is altnoft doubted hi England. 

C1 Enough for the beauties of Stafia ; I Ihall now proceed to deferibe it and its pro¬ 
ductions more philofopically: 

« T he little ifland of StaflFa lies on the weft coaft of Mull, about three leagues 
north-eafl from Jona, or the Columb Kill; its greateft length is about an Engliih mile, 
and its breadth about half a one. On the weft fide of the ifle is a finali bay, where 
boats generally land; a little to the fourhward of which the firft appearance of pillars 
are to be obferved; they are final], and inftead of being placed upright, lie down on 
their fides, each forming a fegment of a circle; from thence you pafs a finali cave, 
above which, the pillars now grown a little larger, are inclining in all directions : in 
one place in particular a frnall mafs of them very much referable the ribs of a Ihipt} 
from hence, having palled the cave, which, if it is not low water, you mult do in a 
boat, you come to the firft ranges of pillars, which are ft ill not above hall as large as 
thofe a little beyond. Over againft this place is a fmall illand, called in Erie, Boo-fha- 
Ia, or more properly Bhuacha-ille, or the herdfinan, feparated from the main by a 
channel not many fathoms wide; this whole ifland is contpoled of pillars without any 


* « St=fia is taken notice of by Buchanan, but in the flight eft manner ; and among the thonfanda who 
have navigated theft fens, none have paid the lead attention to its giar.d and linking charaaerilttc, till thu 

^ThmfUnd is the property of Mr Latichlati Mac Quake of Ulva, and it now to he difpofed of. 

+ >* The Giant’s Caufeway has its bending pillar# ; but I imagine them to be very different from thefe. 
Thofe I faw were ereft, and ran along the face of a high cliff, bent ftrangely in their middle, a# if unable, 
at their original formation, while in a ftift ftate, to fupport the maf* of incumbent earth that prtffed on 
them. s 
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ftratum above them; they are (till finall, but by much the neateft formed of any about 

the place. __ 

« The firft divifion of the ifland, for at high water it is divided into two, mak-s a 
kind of a cone, the pillars converging together towards the centre ; on the other, 
they are in general laid down flat, and in the front next to the main, you fee how 
beautifully they are packed together, their ends coming out fquare with the bank 
which they form: all thefe have their tranfv^rfe fettions exa&, and their furfaces 
fmooth, which is by no means the cafe with the large ones, which are cracked in all 
dire&ions. I much queftion however, if any one of this whole ifland of Bhuachaille 
is two feet in diameter. 

« The main ifland oppofed to Boo-fha-Ia and farther towards the north-weft is 
fupported by ranges of pillars pretty ere&, and, though not tall, (as they are not un¬ 
covered to the bafe,) of large diameters; and at their feet is an irregular pavement 
made by the upper fides of fuch as have been broken off, which extends as far under 
water as the eye can reach. Here the forms of the pillars are apparent; thefe are of 
three, four, five, fix, and feven fides, but the numbers of five and fix are by much 
the moft prevalent. The largeft I meafured was of feven ; it was four feet five inches 
in diameter. I ftiall give the meafurement of its fides, and thofe of fome other forms 


which I met with. 

“ No. i. 4 fides, 

diain. 1 ft. 5 in. 

No. 2. 5 fides. 

diam. 2 ft. 10 in. 

Side i. 

Ft. In; 

1 5 

Side 1. 

Ft, In. 
i to 

2- 

x 1 

2. 

I to 

3 * 

1 6 

3 * 

I 5 

4 * 

1 1 

4 * 

i 7 i 

“ No. 3. 6 fides. 

diam. 3 ft, 6 in. 

5* 

No. 4. 7 fides. 

i 8 

diam. 4 ft. 5 in. 

1. 

0 zo 

1. 

2 xo 

2. 

2 2 

2. 

2 4 

3 * 

2 2 

3 - 

1 to 

4. 

1 11 

4 * 

2 0 

5 - 

2 2 

5 - 

1 1 

6. 

2 9 

6 . 

1 6 



7 - 

1 3 


“ The furfaces of thefe large pillars in general are rough and uneven, full of cracks 
in all directions: the tranfverfe figures in the upright ones never fail to run in their 
true directions; the furfaces upon which we walked were often flat, having neither 
concavity nor convexity: the larger number however were concave, though fome 
were very evidently convex; in fome places the interftices within the perpendicular 
figures were filled up with a yellow fpar ; in one place a vein pafled in among the mafs 
of pillars, carrying here and there fmall threads of fpar. Though they were broken 
and cracked through and through in all directions, yet their perpendicular figures 
might eafily be traced : from whence it is eafy to infer, that whatever the accident 
might have been that caufed the diflocation, it happened after the formation of the 
pillars. 
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<£ From hence proceeding along fliore, you arrive at Fingal’s cave: its dmienfions 
ough I have given, I ihall here again repeat in the.form of a table: 

Ft* In, 

“ Length of the cave from the rock without - - 37 1 ® 

from the pitch of the arch - - 25° 0 

Breadth of ditto at the mouth - - ", 53 7 

at the farther end - - - 20 o 

Height of the arch at the mouth - - - 117 6 

at the end - - 70 o 

Height of an outftde pillar - - - - 39 ^ 

of one at the N, W. corner - - 54 0 

Depth of water at' the mouth - - 18 o 

at the bottom - * 9 0 


The cave runs into the rock in the direction of N. E. by E. by the compals. 

« Proceeding farther to the N. W. you meet with the higheft ranges of pillars, the 
magnificent appearance of which is paff all defcription : here they are bare to their very 
bafis, and the ftratum below them is alfo vifible; in a ihort time it riles many feet 
above the waiter, and gives an opportunity of examining its quality. Its iurface rough, 
and has often large lumps of ftone (ticking in it, as it half immerfed ; itlelf, when 
broken, is compofed of a thoufand heterogeneous parts, which together have very 
much the appearance of a lava ; and the more fo as many of the lumps appear to be 
of the very fame ftone of which the pillars are formed: this whole ftratum lies in an 
inclined pofition, dipping gradually towards the S E. As hereabouts is the fituatioa 
- of the higheft pillars, I Ihall mention my meafurements of them, and the different ftrata 
in this place, premifmg that the meafurements were made with a line, held in the hand 
of a perlon who flood at the top of the clift, and reaching to the bottom, to the lower 
end of which was tied a white mark, which was obferved by one who ftaid below for 
the purpofe; when this mark was fet off from the water, the perfon below noted it 
down, and made fignal to him above, who made then a mark in his rope : whenever this 
mark parted a notable place, the fame fignal was made, and the name of the place noted 
down as before; the line being ail hauled up, and the diftances between the marks 
ineafured and noted down, gave, when compared with the book kept below, the dif¬ 
tances, as lor inftance in the cave : 

“ No. 1. in the book below, was called from the water to the foot of the firft pil¬ 
lar, in the book above; No. 1. gave 36 feet 8 inches, the higheft of that afcent, which 


was compofed of broken pillars. 

“ No. t. Pillar at the weft corner of Fingal’s cave: 

Ft. In. 

1. From the water to the foot of the pillar - - - 12 10 

2. Height of the pillar - - "37 3 

3/ Stratum above the pillar - • 66 t) 

No. 2. Fingal’s cave : 

1. From the water to the foot of the pillar -- * 36 8 

2. Height of the pillar - - 39 6 

3, From the top of the pillar to the top of the arch - 3 1 4 

4, Thicknefs of the ftratum above - - 34 4 

By adding together the three firft meafurements, we got the height of the 

arch from the water - - 1176 

r r 2 No. 
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No. 3, Corner pillar to the weft ward of Fingal’s cave : 

Fc. In, 


Stratum below the pillar of lava-like matter - - no 

Length of pillar - * 54 0 

Stratum above the pillar - - 61 6 

No. 4. Another pillar to the weftward : 

Stratum below the pillar - - * l 7 1 

Height of the pillar - - 5 ° ° 

Stratum above - * • 5 1 1 

No. 5. Another pillar farther to the weftward: 

Stratum below the pillar - * 8 

Height of the pillar * - 55 1 

Stratum above - * - 54 7 


« The ftratum above the pillars, which is here mentioned, is uniformly the famej 
confiding of numberlefs fmall pillars, bending and inclining in all directions, fome- 
times fo irregularly, that the (tones can only be Laid to have an inclination to a flume a 
columnar form; in others more regular, but never breaking into, or difturbing the 
ftratum of large pillars, whole tops every where keep an uniform and irregular line, 

u Proceeding now along (bore round the north end of the ifland, you arrive at Oua 
na fcarve, or the Corvorant’s Cave : here the ftratum under the pillars is lifted up very 
high; the pillars above it are confiderably lefs than thofe at the N. W. end of the 
ifland, but ft ill very confiderable. Beyond is a bay, which cuts deep into the ifland* 
rendering it in that place not more than a quarter of a mile over. On the Tides of 
this bay, efpecially beyond a little valley, which almoft cuts the ifiand into two, are 
two ftages of pillars, but fmall \ however, having a ftratum between them exaftly the 
fame as that above them, formed of innumerable little pillars, ftiaken out of their 
places, and leaning in all directions. 

c< Having paflea this bay, the pillars totally ceafe; the rock is of a dark brown 
ftone, and no figns of regularity occur till you have patted round the 8. E. end of the 
ifland fa fpace almoft as large as that occupied by the pillars,) which you meet again ' 
on [he weft fide, beginning to form themfelves irregularly, as if the ftratum had an 
inclination to that form, and fooil arrive at the bending pillars where I began. 

“ The ftone of which the pillars are formed is a coarfe kind M bafaltes, very much 
refembling the Giant’s Caufeway in Ireland, though none of them are near fo neat as the 
fpechnens of the latter, which I have feen at the Britifh Mufeum; owing chiefly to 
the colour, which in ours is a dirty brown, in the Iri£h a fine black : indeed the whole 
production feems very much to referable the Giant’s Caufeway ; with which 1 fliould 
willingly compare it, had 1 any account of the former before me V* 

Proceed with a fine breeze; fee, beyond Staffa, Baca-beg, and the Dutchman’s- 
cap, formed like a Phrygian bonnet; and compofed of ruie bafaltie pillars. Next 
(iicceeds Lungaf, varying into grotefque lhapes as we recede from it; the low flats of 

* As this account h cypied from Mr Banks’s journal, I take the liberty of faying (wlm by this t inis 
that gentleman is well acquainted with,) .that Staffa is a genuine mafs of bnfaites, or Giant 5 :! Caufeway ^ bvK 
m molt ref e£U ftiperior lo the Irifh in grandeur. I mu if add lhat the name is Norwegian ; and moil pro¬ 
perly 'beftpwed on account of its Angular ftrudure; Staffa being dtiived from btaf, a liafF, piop P or, figu¬ 
ratively, a column. 

f (■; At the bottom or the print of the rocks of Can nay, is a very finguW view of Ltrn^a, and 
the Dutchman’s cap, as they appeared about eight or nine miles diUaut, the Full S. S. by W. the 1 dt 
S, W. by S, 
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EJada next Jhew themfclves ; and, laftly, the ifles of Cairn-berg more and beg, with 
columnar appearances : the firft noted for its ancient fortrefs, the outgard to the bu- 

dereySj or fouthern Hebrides. ^ t 

In the year 1249, John Dungadi, appointed by Acho of Norway, king of the north¬ 
ern Hebrides, was eutrufted with the defence of this caftle; and, in return for that 
confidence, declined to furrender it to Alexander III. of Scotland, who meditated 
the conquelt of thefe iflands. It was in thole days called Kiarnaburgh, or Biarna- 
burgh *. The Macleanes poffefled it in 1715, and during the rebellion of that year, 

was taken and re-taken by each party. < 

In our courl'e obferve at a diliance, Tirey, or Tir-T, famous for its great plain, and 
the breed of little horfts. To the north, feparated from Tirey by a fmall found, is 
the ifle of Col. 1 mull not omit obferving, that the firft is reported by a very fennble 
writer, to be well adapted for the culture of tobacco f. 

Pafs the point Ruth an-i fleith, in Mull, when Egg high and rounded. Muck fmall, 
and the exalted tops of the mountainous Rum, and lofty Sky, appear in view.. Leave, 
on the eaft Calgarai bay in Mull, with a few houfes, and fome figns of cultivation j 
the firft marks of population that had fhewn themfelves in this vaft illand. 

The entrance of the found of Mult now opens, bounded to the north by cape Ard- 
namurchan, or, the height of the boifterous fea j and beyond, inland, loar the vah 
fummits of Benevilh, Morvern, and C-rouachan. 

Towards afternoon the fky grows black, and the wind frefhens into a gale, attended 
with rain, difcouraging us from a chace of feals, which we propoled on the rock 
Heifkyr, a little to the weft, where they fwarm. To the weft, of Cannay, have a fight 
of the rock Humbla, formed of bafaltic columns 

Leave, three leagues to the weft, the cairns of Col, a dangerous chain of rocks, ex¬ 
tending from its northern extremity. 

Sail under the vaft mountains of Rum, and the point of Bredon, through a mofi 
turbulent fea, caufed by the clafhing of two adverfe tides. See feveral fmall whales, 
called here Pollacks, that, when near land, are often chafed on fhore by^ boats : they 
are ufually about ten feet long, and yield four gallons of oil. At feven o’clock in the 
evening find ourfelves at anchor in four fathom water, in the fnug harbour of the ifle 
©f Cannay. Formed on the north fide fay Cannay, on the fouth by the little ifle of 
Sanda ; the mouth lies oppofire to Rum, and about three miles diftant; the weftern 
channel into it is impervious by realon of rocks. On that fide of the entrance next 
to Sanda is a rock to be fliunned by mariners. 

As foon as we had time to caft our eyes about, each fhore appeared pleafmg to hu¬ 
manity j verdant, and covered with hundreds of cattle: both fides gave a full idea of 
plenty, for the verdure was mixed with very little rock, and fcarcely any heath ; but a 
fhort converfation with the natives foon difpelled this agreeable error; they were at 
this very time in fuch want, that numbers for a long time had neither bread nor meal 
for their poor babes; fifli and milk was their whole iubfiftence at this time : the firft 
was a precarious relief, for, befides the uncertainty of fuccefs, to add to their diftrefs, 
their ftock of fifh-hooks was almoft exhaufted; and to ours, that it was not in our 
power to fupply-them. The rubbans, and other trifles I had brought would have been 
infults to people in diftrefs. I lamented that my money had been fo ufelelsly laid out j 
for a few' dozens of fifh-hooks, or a few pecks of meal, would have made them happy. 
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The Turks ere£t caravanferas. Chriftians of different opinions concur in cftabliffiirig 
hofpitia among the dreary Alps, for the reception of travellers. I could wifh the public 
bounty, or private charity, would found in fit parts of the illes or mainland, magazines 
• of meal, as prefervatives againfl famine in thefe ditlant parts. 

The crops had failed here the lafl year; but the little corn fown at prefent had a 
promifing afpe£l; and the potatoes are the befl 1 had feen, but thefe were not fit for 
ufe. The ifles I fear annually experience a temporary famine ; perhaps from impro¬ 
vidence, perhaps from eagernefs to increafe their flock of cattle, which they can eafily 
difpofe of to fatisfy the demands of a landlord, or the opprefftons of an agent. The’ 
people of Cannay export none, but fell them to the numerous buffes who put into this 
Portus Salutis cn different occafions. 

The cattle are of a middle fize, black, long-legged, and have thin daring manes from 
the neck along the back, and up part of the tail : they look well, for in feveral parts of 
the iilands they have good warm recedes to retreat to in winter. About fixty head arc 
exported annually. 

Each couple of milch cows yielded at an average feven ftones of butter and cheefe; 
two-thirds'of the firfl, and one of the lafl. The cheefe fold at three and fixpence a 
flone, the butter at eight flu 1 lings. 

Here are very few flieep, but borfes in abundance. The chief ufe of them in this 
little diflricl is to form an annual cavalcade at Michaelmas. Every man on the ifland 
mounts his horfe unfurnifhed with faddle,and takes behind him either fome young girl, or 
his neighbour’s wife, and then rides backwards and forwards from the village to a cer¬ 
tain crols, without being able to give any reafon fotj the origin of this cuilom. After 
the proceffion is over, they' alight at fome public-houfe, where, Itrange to fay, the fe¬ 
males treat the companions of their ride. When they retire to their houfes an enter¬ 
tainment is prepared with primaeval funplicity : the chief part confifls of a great oat-cake, 
called Struan Micheil, or St Michael’s cake, coinpofed of two pecks of meal, and 
formed like the quadrant of a circle; it is daubed over with milk and eggs, and then 
placed to harden before the fire. 

Matrimony is held in f'uch efteem here, that an old maid or old batchelor is fcarceiy 
known ; fuch firm belief have they in the doftrine of the ape-leading difgrace in the 
world below : fo to avoid that danger the youth marry at twenty, the laffes at feventeen. 
The fair fex are ufed here with more tendernefs than common, being employed only 
in domeftic affairs, and never forced into the labours of the field. Here are plenty of 
poultry and of eggs. 

Abundance of cod and ling might be taken, there being a fine fand-bank between 
this ifle and the rock Heifker, and another between Skie and Barra ; but the poverty 
of the inhabitants will not enable them to attempt a fifliery. When at Campbeltown l 
enquired about the apparatus requifite, and found that a veffel of twenty tons was necef- 
fary, which would colt two hundred pounds; that the crew fhould be com poled of 
eight hands, whofe monthly expences would be fourteen pounds; that fix hundred 
fathom of long line, five hundred hooks, and two ftuoy lines (each eighty fathoms 
long), which are placed at each end of the long-lines with buoys at top to mark the 
place when funk, would altogether coft five guineas ; and the veffel mult be provided 
with four fi ts; fo that the whole charge of fuch an adventure is very confiderable, and 
paft the ability of thefe poor people 

The length of the ifland is about three miles, the breadth near one; its furface hilly.- 
This was the property of the bifhop of the ifles, but at prefent that of Mr. Macdonald 
of Clan-Ronald. His factor, a refident agent, rents moll of the ifland, paying two 
• In Br. Zool III. No 73, is an account of a filhery of this nature. 
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guineas for each penny-land; and thefe he fets to the poor people at four guineas and 
a half each; and exafts, befides this, three days labour in the quarter from each perfon. 
Another head tenant poflcfles other penny-lands, which he fets in the lame manner, to 
the impoverifhing and very ftarving of the wretched inhabitants. 

The penny-lands derive their name from fome old valuation. The fum requmte to 
flock one is thirty pounds: it maintains fevencows and two horfes; and the tenant 
can raife on it eight boils of fmall black oats, the produce of two ; and four of bear 
from half a boll of feed j one boll of potatoes yields feven. The two latt are manured 

' The arable land in every farm is divided into four parts, and lots are calf ior them «t 
Chriftmas: the produce, when reaped and dried, is divided among them in piopoition 
to their rents; and for want of mills is ground in the quern. All the pafture is com¬ 
mon, from May to the beginning of September. . r , 

It is faid that the faflor has in a manner bamfhed flieep, becaufe there is no good 
market for them ; fo that he does his befl to deprive the inhabitants of cle at hinges well 
as food. At prefent they fupply themfelves with wool from Rum, at the 1 ate of eight- 

PC AH the cloathi'ng is manufactured at home: the women not only fpin the wool, but 
weave the doth : the men make their own fhoes, tan the leather with the bark of wil¬ 
low, or the roots of the Innneniilla erecia, or tormentil, and in defect oi wax-thi ead, ule 
fplit thongs. 

About twenty tons of kelp arc made in the mores every third year. 

Sicknefs feldom vifits this place: if any diforder feizes them the patients do no mors 
than drink whev, and lie ftill. The fmall-pox vifits them about once in twenty years. 
All difputes are fettled by the faftor, or, if of great moment, by the jutrices of the 

Deace in Side. „ _ ... 

This ifland. Rum, Muck, and Egg, form one panfh. Cannay is inhabited by two 

hundred and twenty fouls, of which all, except four families, are Roman Catholics ; but 
in the whole pariflt there is neither church, raanfe, nor fchool: there is indeed in tins 
ifland a catechift, who ha& nine pounds a year from the royal bounty. 1 he min liter 
and the popifli prie/t refide in Egg; but, by reafon of the turbulent leas that divide 
thefe ife, are very feldom able to attend their flocks, I admire the moderation oi 
their congregations, who attend the preaching of either indifferently as they happen 10 
arrive. As the Scotch are mconomifls in religion, I would recommend to them the 
praftice of one of the little Swifs mixed cantons, who, through mere frugality, kept 
but one divine, a moderate honeft Fellow, who, (leering clear of controvermd points, 
held forth to the Calvinift flock on one part of the day, and to his Catholic on the otlier. 
He lived long among them much reacted, and died lamented. 

The pro tell ant natives of many of the ifles obferve Yule and Faf C h, or Chriftmas and 
Eafter; which among rigid prefbyterians is efteemed lo horrid a luperlhuon, that I 
have heard of a n.inifter who underwent a cenf'ure for having a goofe to dmn r on 
Chriftmas day ; for having been convifted of holding that one day was more holy t.ian 
another, or to be difiinguillied by any external marks of lejiivity. 

In popiih times here was probably a refident minifter i ior here are to be teen the 

ruins of a chapel, and a fmall crofs. . . . 

Much rain and very hard gales the whole night, the weather being, as it is called m 

thefe parts, broken. . . . , , 

July 12. Bad weather ftill continues, which prevented us from feeing fo much of 
this ifland as we intended, and alfo of vifitmg the rock Humbla. Go on (bore at the 
neareft part, and vifitalofty flender rock, that juts into the lea: on one fide is a little 
r tower. 
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tower, at a vaft height above us, acceffible by a narrow and horrible path ; it feems lb 
final! as fcarce to be able to contain half a dozen people* Tradition fays, that it was 
built by fome jealous regulus, to confine a handfome wife in* 

To the north-weft above this prifon is the Oompafs-hili, in Erfe called Sgar-dhearg, 
or the red projecting rock. On the top the needle in the mariner's compafs was ob* 
fcrved to vary a whole quarter; the north point Handing due weft : an irregularity pro* 
bably owing to the nature of the rock, highly impregnated with iron* Mr* Mills ob- 
jferved in this ifiand bafaltic columns* 

In the afternoon fome coal was brought, found in the rocks Dun-eudain, but in fuch 
iinall veins as to be ufelefs* It lies in beds of only fix inches in thicknefs, and about a 
foot diftant from each other, divided by ftrata of whln-ftone* Fuel is very fcarce here, 
and often the inhabitants are obliged to fetch it from Rum* 

July 13. A continuation of bad weather* At half an hour after one at noon, loofe 
from Can nay, and after paffing with a favourable gale through a rolling fea, in about 
two hours anchor in the il!e of Rum, in an open bay, about two miles deep, called' 
Loch-Sgriofard, bounded by high mountains, black and barren: at the bottom of the 
bay is the little village Kinloch, of about a dozen houfes, built in a Angular manner, 
with walls very thick and low, with the roofs of thatch reaching a little beyond the 
inner edge, fo that they ferve as benches for the lazy inhabitants, whom we found fitting 
on them in great numbers, expecting our landing, with that avidity for news common 
cc the whole country* 

Entered the houfe with the belt afpeft, but Found it little fuperior in goodnefs to 
thofe of Hay; this indeed had a chimney and windows, which diflinguKhed it from,the 
others, and denoted the fuperiority of the owner ; the retl knew neither windows nor 
chimnies, A little hole on one fide gave an exit to the finoke : the fire is made on the 
floor beneath \ above hangs a rope, with the pot-hook at the end to hold the vefTel that 
contains their hard fare, a little fifh, milk, or potatoes. Yet, beneath the roof I entered, 
I found an addrefs and politenefs from the owner and his wife that were aftoniihing: 
fiich pretty apologies for thebadnefs of the treat, the curds and milk that were offered, 
which were tendered to us with as much readinefs and good will, as by any of old Ho¬ 
mer’s dames, celebrated by him in his Odyffey for their hofpitality. I doubt much 
whether their cottages or their fare was much better; but it mull be confcffed that they 
might be a little more cleanly than our good hoftds* 

Rum, or Ronin, as it is called by the dean, is the property of Mr* Macleane of Col ; 
a landlord mentioned by the natives with much affection ; the length is about twelve 
miles, the breadth fix ; the number of fouls at this time three hundred and twenty- 
five ; of families only fifty-nine, altnoff all preteftant. The heads of families, with 
their wives, were at this time all alive, except five, three widowers and two widows* 
They,had with them a hundred and two fens, and only feventy-fix daughters : this dif- 
proportion prevails in Cannay, and the other licde iHands, In order, in the end, to pre¬ 
fer ve a balance between the two fexes ; as the men are, from their way of life, fo per¬ 
petually expofed to danger in thefe Itormy feas, and to other accidents that might occa- 
fion a depopulation, was it not fo providentially ordered *. 

The ifland is one great mountain, divided into feveral points; the highefl called 
Aifgobhall, About this bay, and towards the eaft fide, the land Hopes towards the 
water fide; but on the fouth-welt forms precipices of a fiupendous height* The fur* 
face of Rum is in a manner covered with heath, and in a (late of nature ; the heights 
rocky* Ihere is very little arable land, excepting about the nine little hamlets that 

• In Chefter, and other targe townsj though die number of males exeteth the number of females bom j 
yet when arrived to the age of puberty the females are much more numerous than mules; bccaufe the latter? 
i;i every period of life, are more liable to fatal difeafes. 
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the natives have grouped in different places, near which the corn is fown In diminutive 
parches ; for the tenants here run-rig as irt'Cannay. The greateft farmer holds five 
pounds twelve {hillings a year, and pays his rent in money. The whole of the ifland is 
two thoufand marks *. 

1 he little com and potatoes they raife is very good; but fo fmall is the quantity of 
bear and oats, that there is not a fourth part produced to fupply their annual wants: 
all the fubfiftence the poor people have befides is curds, milk, and filh. They are a 
well made and well looking race, but carry famine in their afpeffc: are often a whole 
fuminer without a grain in the ifland ; which they regret not on their own account 
but for the fake of their poor babes. In the prefent ceeonomy of the ifland, there is 
no profpeft of any improvement. Here is an abfurd cuftom of allotting a certain ftock 
to the land; for example, a farmer is allowed to keep fourteen head of cattle, thirty 
flieep, and fix mares, on a certain traft called a penny-land f. The perfon who keeps 
more is obliged to repair out of his fuperfluity any lofs his neighbour may fuftain in his 
herds or flocks. 

A number of black cattle is fold, at thirty or forty {hillings per head, to graziers 
who come annually from Skie, and other places. The mutton here is fmall, but the 
mod delicate in our dominions, if the goodnefs of our appetites did not pervert our 
judgment: the purchafe of a fat flieep was four {hillings and fixpence: the natives kill 
a few, and alfo of cows, to fait for winter provifions. A few goats are kept here: 
abundance of mares, and a neceffary number of ftallions ; for the colts are an article of 
commerce, but they never part with the fillies. 

Every penny-land is reftricled, to twenty-eight fums of cattle: one milch cow is reck- 
oned a fum, or ten flieep; a horfe is reckoned two fums. By this regulation, every 
perfon is at liberty to make up his fums with what fpecies of cattle he pleafes; but then 
is at the fame time prevented from injuring his neighbour (in a place where grazing is in 
common) by rearing too great a ftock. This rule is often broken; but by the former 
regulation, the fufferer may repair his lofs from the herds of the avaricious. 

No hay is made in this ifland, nor any fort of provender for winter provifion. The 
domeftic animals fupport themfelves as well as they can on fpots of grafs preferred for 
that purpofe. In every farm is one man, from his office called Fear cuartaich, whofe 
foie bufinefs is to preferve the grafs and corn : as a reward he is allowed grafs for four 
cows, and the produce of as much arable land as one horfe can till and harrow. 

Very few poultry are reared here, on account of the fcarcity of grain. 

No wild quadrupeds are found, excepting flags: thefe animals once abounded here, 
but they are now reduced to eighty, by the eagles, who not only kill the fawns, but the 
old deer, feizing them between the horns, and terrifying them till they fad down 1'orae 
precipice, and become their prey. _ _ 1 

The birds we obferved were ring-tail eagles, ravens, hooded-crows, white wagtails 
wheat-ears, titlarks, ring ouzels, grous, ptarmigans, curlews, green plovers, fafeed- 
dars or ar&ic gulls, and the greater terns: the Dean mentions gannets, but none ap¬ 
peared while we were in the ifland. 

At the foot of Sgor-mor, oppofite to Cannay, are found abundance of agates, of that 
fpecies called by C.ronfted, fe£t. Ixi. 6, Achates chalcedonifans, improperly, white cor¬ 
nelians: feveral Angular ftrata, fuch as grey quartzy {tone, Cron fled, fe£t. cclxxiv; 
another, a mixture of quartz and bafaltes, a black ftone, fpotted with white, like por- 

* A Scotch mark is little more than thirteen-pence-farthing. 

f The divilion into penny-lands, and much of the rural (economy agree in both iilands, 
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phyry, but with the appearance of a lava : fine grit, or free-ftone, and the cinereous in- 
dorated bole of Cronlled, fe£h Ixxxvii. 

July 14. Land again : walk five miles up the fides of the ifland, chiefly over heath 
and moory grounds crofs two deep gullies, varied with feveral pretty cafcades, falling 
from rock to rock : pafs by great mafles of ftone, corroded as if they had lain on the 
(hare. After a long afcent reach Loch-nan-grun, a piece of water amid(l the rocks, 
beneath fome of the bigheft peaks of the mountains. Abundance of terns inhabit this 
ch. R eturn exceflively wet with conltam rain. 

Notwithftanding this illand has feveral ftreams, here is not a (ingle mill; all the 
molinary operations are done at home: the corn is graddaned, or burnt out of the ear, 
inftead of being thrafhed: this is performed two ways; fir ft, by cutting off the ears, 
and drying them in a kiln, then fetting fire to them on a floor, and picking out the 
grains, by this operation rendered as black as coal. The other method is more expe¬ 
ditious, for the whole fheaf is burnt, without the trouble of cutting off the ears : a mod 
ruinous practice, as it deftroys both thatch and manure, and on that account has been 
wifely prohibited in fome of the iftands. Gradanned corn was the parched corn of 
Holy Writ. Thus Boaz prefents his beloved Ruth with parched corn ; and Jeffe 
fends David with an Ephah of the fame to his fons in the camp of Saul. The grinding 
was alfo performed by the fame fort of machine the quern, in which two women were- 
neceffarily employed : thus it is prophefied “ two women fhall be grinding at the mill, 
one (hall be taken, the other left.” I mull obferve too that the ifland laffes are as 
merry at their work of grinding the Graddan, the xajcgof of the ancients, as thofe of 
Greece were in the days of Ariftophanes, 

Who warbled as thcyfground their parched corn # * 

The quern or bra is made in fome of the neighbouring counties, in the mainland, and 
cofts about fourteen (hillings. This method of grinding is very tedious: for it employs 
two pair of hands four hours to grind only a fmgle bulhel of corn. Inftead of a hair 
fieve to fift the meal the inhabitants here have an ingenious fubftitute, a (heep’s (kin 
ftretched round a hoop, and perforated with final! holes made with a hot iron. They 
knead their bannock with water only, and bake or rather toaft it, by laying it upright 
again ft a ftone placed near the fire. 

For want of lime they drefs their leather with calcined (hells: and ufe the fame me¬ 
thod of tanning it as in Cannay, 

The inhabitants of Rum are people that fcarcely know ficknefs :■ if they are attacked 
with a dyfentery they make ufe of a decoftion of the roots of theTorraentilla erefta in 
milk. The fmall-pox has vifited them but once in thirty-four years, only two fickened, 
and both recovered. The meafles come often. 

It is not wonderful, that fome fuperftitions fttould reign in thefe fequeftered parts. 
Second fight is firmly believed at this time. My informant faid that Lauchlan Mac- 
Kerran of Cannay had told a gentleman that he could not reft from the noife he heard 
of the hammering of nails into his coffin: accordingly the gentleman died within fifteen 
days. 

Molly Mac-leane (aged forty) has the power of forefeeing events through a well- 
fcraped blade bone of mutton. Some time ago Ihe took up one and pronounced that five 
graves were foon to be opened ; one for a grown perfon : the other four for children; 
one of which was to be of her own kin : and fo it fell out. Thefe pretenders to fecond. 

* NobeSj aft v. fcene n. Graddan is derived from Grad quick, as the procefs is expeditious. 
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fight, like the Pythian prieftefs, during their infpiration fall into trances, foam at the 
mouth, grow pale, and feign to abflain from food for a month, fo overpowered are they 
by the vifions imparted to them during their paroxyfms. 

I mull not omit a mod convenient fpeciesof feeond fight, pofiefled by a gentleman of 
a neighbouring ifle, who forefees all vifitdrs, fo has time to prepare accordingly: but 
enough of thefe tales, founded on impudence and nurtured by folly. _ 

Here are only the ruins of a church in this ifiand; fo the minider is obliged to preach, 
the few times he vifits his congregation, in the open air. The attention of our popilh 
ancedors in this article, delivers down a great reproach on the negligence of their re¬ 
formed defendants: the one leaving not even the mod didant and fan age part of our 
dominions without a place of worlhip; the other differing the natives to want both in- 
ftru&or and temple. 

July 15. The weather grows more moderate; at one o’clock at noon fail from 
Rum, with a favourable and brifk gale, for the ifle of Skie. Soon reach the point of 
Slate, at thefouth end, a divifion of that great ifiand, a mixture of grafs, a little corn 
and much heath. Leave on the right the point of Arifalg. Pafs beneath Armadale in 
Skie, a feat beautifully wooded, gracing mod unexpectedly this almod treelefs trafh 
A little farther to the wed opens the mouth of Loch-in-daal, a fafe harbour, and oppo- 
fite to it on the main-land, that of Loch-Jurn, or the lake of Hell, with black mountains 
of tremendous height impending above. 

The channel between the fhire of Invernefs and Skie now contracts; and enlarges 
again to a fine bay oppofite Glenelg, between the main-land and Dunan ruagh, where 
is good anchorage" under Skie. At the north end of this expanfe, the two Tides fuddenly 
contract, and at Kul-ri form a drait bounded by high lands, not a quarter of a mile 
broad; the flood, which runs here at the fpring tides at the rate of feven knots an hour, 
carried us through with great rapidity, into another expanfe perfe&ly land locked, and 
very picturefque. We were now arrived amidfl an amphitheatre of mountains; the 
country of Kintail bounded us on the north anti eafl ; and Skie (which from Loch-in- 
daal became more lofty) confined us with its now wooded cliffs to the fouth. The 
ruins of an ancient caflle, feated on the pinnacle of a rock, and fome little ides formed 
our weflem view. Thefe of old belonged to the Mac-kinnons, a very ancient race, 
who call themfelves Clan-AIpin, or the defendants of Alpin, a Scotch monarch in the 
9th century. Some of the line have ftill a property in Skie. 

The violent fqualls of wind darting from the apertures of the hills teazed us for an 
hour, but after various tacks at laft Mr. Thompfon anchored fafely beneath Mac-kin- 
non’s call le, amidfl a fleet of bufles, waiting with anxiety for the appearance of herrings, 
this year uncommonly late. The hard rains were no fmall advantage to our feenery. 
We lay beneath a vatl hill called GiailLhein, cloathed with birch and oaks, inhabited 
by roes : catara&s poured down in various places amidfl the woods, reminding me of 
the beautiful cafcades between Scheideck and Meyringen, in the canton of Underwald. 
This part is in the diftricl of Strath, another portion of Skie. 

July 16. Land at a point called the Kyle, or paffage, where about fourfeore horfes 
were collected to be tranfported a la 11 age to the oppofite fliore, about a mile dill an r, in 
the fame manner as, Polybius * informs us, Hannibal paifed his cavalry over the rapid 
Rhone. They were taken over by fours, by little boats, a pair on each fide Ini J wub 
halters by two men, after being forced off a rock into the lea. We undertook the con¬ 
veyance of a pair. One, a pretty grey horfe, fwam admirably: the other was dragged 

along 


* Lib* III c 8> 
SS2 


316 pennant's second tour in Scotland* 

along like a log j but as foon as it arrived within fcent of his companions before* 
landed* revived, difengaged itfelf, and took to the fhore with great alacrity. Some 
very gentleman-like men attended tbefe animals, and with great politenefs offered their 
fervices- 

Among the crowd was a lad ereSiis auribus ; his ears had never been Twaddled down* 
and they flood out as nature ordained j and I dare fay his fenfe of hearing was more 
accurate by this liberty. 

The horned cattle of Skic are fwam over* at the narrow paffage of Kul-ri, at low 
water* fix, eight* or twelve are pafied over at a time, tied with ropes made of twilled 
withies fattened from the under jaw of the one to the tail of the preceding, and fo to the 
next ; the fir ft is fattened to a boat, and thus are conveyed to the oppofite fhore. This 
is the great pafs into the ifland* but is defiitute even of a horfe-ferry. 

July 17. At five in the morningquit our fixation, and pafling through a narrow 
and fhort found, arrive in another fine expanfe, beautifully land-locked by the mainland 
(part of RofsftiireJ the iffands of Rona and Croulin, Rofa, diftinguifhed by the high 
hillock, called Cuncamia ; Scalpa, and the low verdant ifle of Pabay, in old times the 
feat of alfaflins *, Skie fhews a verdant flope for part of its fhore: beyond {bar the 
conic naked hilis of Straith, and {till farther the ragged heights of Blaven* 

See, behind us* the ruins of the caftle, and the entrance of the bay we had left, the 
openings into the great lochs of Kifferne and Carron, and, as a back-ground, a bound- 
lefs chain of rugged mountains- The day was perfectly clear, and the fea fniooth as a 
mirrour, diffurbed bin by the blowing of two whales, who entertained us for a confider- 
able fpace by the jet d’eaux from their orifices, 

Mr, MaC'kinnon, junior* one of the gentlemen we faw with the horfes, overtakes us 
in a boat, and preffed us to accept the entertainment of his father's houfe of Coire- 
chattachan* in the neighbouring part of Skie. After landing near the ifle of Scalpa, and 
walking about two miles along a flat, arrive at the quarters fo kindly provided ; direct¬ 
ing Mr- Thompfon to carry theveffel to the north part of Skie, 

The country is divided by low banks of earth, and, like the other iflands* has more 
paffurage than corn. In my walk te Kilcbrift* the church of the parifh of Strath, faw 
on the road-fide ft rata of lime-ft one and flone-marle* the former grey, the laft white* 
and in many parts diffolved into an impalpable powder* and ready £0 the hands of the 
farmer. It is efteemed a fine manure, but better for corn than grafs. 

Near the church are vaft ftrata of fine white marble* and lome veined with grey* 
which I recognized to have been the bed, from whence the altar at Jona had been 
formed- Obferve alfo great quantities of white granite* fpotted with black* Mefirs. 
Lightfbot and Stuart afeend the high lime-ftone mountain of Beinn-ftiuardal, and find it 
in a manner covered with that rare plant the Dry as aftopela. 

On my return am entertained with a rehearfal, I may call it, of the Luagli* or walk¬ 
ing of cloth, a fubftitute for the fulling-mill: twelve or fourteen women* divided into 
two equal numbers, fit down on each fide of a long board, ribbed lengthways* placing 
the cloth on it: firft they begin to work it backwards and forwards with their hands* 
finging at the fame time, as at the quern : when they have tired their hands* every fe* 
male ufes her feet for the fame purpofe* and fix orfeven pair of naked feet are in the 
moft violent agitation, working one again!! the other : as by this time they grow 
very earneft in their labours, the fury of the fong rifes ; at length it arrives to 
fuch a pitch, that without breach of charity you would imagine a troop of female de¬ 
moniacs to have been affembled. 

* In the time of the Dean all theft little iifles were full of woods., at pvefent quite naked* 
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They fing in the fame manner when they are cutting down the corn, when thirty or 
forty join ir, chorus, keeping time to the found of a bagpipe, as the Grecian lades were 
wont to do to that of a lyre during vintage in the days of Homer *. The fubje&of the 
fongs at the Luaghadh, the quern, and oil this occafion, are fotnetimcs love, iometimes 
panegyric, and often a rehearfal of the deeds of the ancient heroes, but commonly all 
the tunes flow and melancholy. 

Singing at the quern is now almoft out of date fince the introdu&ion of water-mills. 
The laird can oblige his tenants, as in England, to make ufe of this more expeditious 
kind of grinding : and empowers his miller to fear.h out and break any querns he can 
find, as machines that defraud him of the toll. Many centuries paid, the legiflature at¬ 
tempted t j difcourage thefe aukward mills, fo prejudicial to the landlords, who had been 
at the expence of others. In 1284, in the time of Alexander Ill. it was provided, that 
“ na man fall prefume to grind quheit maifhloch, or rye, with hands inylne, except he 
be compelled by ftorm, or be in lack of mills quhilk fould grind the famen. And in 
this cafe gif a man grindes at hand mylnes, he fal gif the threltin meafure as mu I ter, and 
gif anie man contraveins this our prohibition, he fall tine his hand mylnes perpetual- 
lie.” 

July 18. Walk up Beinn-a-caillich, or, the hill of the old hag ; one of thofe pic- 
turefque mountains that made fuch a figure from the fea. After ai'cending a fmall part, 
find its ftdes covered with vaft loofe dones, like the paps of Jura, the fhelter of ptarmi¬ 
gans : the top flat and naked, with an artificial cairn, of a molt enormous fize, reported 
to have been the place of fepulture of a gigantic woman in the days of Fingal. The 
profpeft to the well was that of defolation itfelf; a favage feries of rude mountains, dif- 
coloured, black and red, as if by the rage of fire. Near eft, joined to this hill by a ridge 
is Beia an-grmanan, or the mountain of the Sun 5 perhaps venerated in ancient times. 
Mal-more, or the round mountain, appears on the north. The ferrated tops of Blaven 
affect with aftonilhment; and beyond them, the cluftered height of Quillin, or the 
mountain of Cuchullin, like its ancient hero f, “ flood like a hill that catches the clouds 
of heaven.” The deep receffes between thefe Alps, in times of old, poflefi'ed “ the 
fons of the narrow vales, the hunters of deerj” and to this time are inhabited by a fine 
race of flags. 

The view to the north-eaft and fouth-weft is not Iefs amufing : a fea fprinkled over 
with various ifles, and the long extent ofcoaft loafing into all the forms of Alpine wild- 
nefs. Imull not omit that the point of Camilketel, on the fouth of Skie, was fliewed 
to me at a diftance, famous for the cave which gave flicker for two nights to the young, 
adventurer, and his faithful guide, the ancient Mac kin non. 

Leave Coire-chattachan, after experiencing every civility from the family; and from 
the Rev. Mr. Nicholfcn, the minifter. Wind along the bottoms of the fteep hills. Pafs 
by the end of Loch*flappan to the fouth. See a ftone dike or fence called Paratcnam 
fiadh, or the inclo'ure of a deer, which feems once to have been continued up a neigh¬ 
bouring hill. In one angle is a hollow, in the days of Offian, a pitfall covered with 
boughs for the deftruftion of the animals chafed into it. Places of this name are very 
common, and very necefiary, when the food of mankind was the beafls of the field. 

Turn towards the northern coaft ; pafs by the end of I,och-fligachan, and foon after 
by the fide of the lmall frelh water Loch na-caiplich, filled with, that fcarce plant 

* Iliad, xviii* line 5/C- 

f His relidcoce ia laid to Have been at Dunfcaieh* in this IiJand t The literal meaning of Qbill in, or 
Cullm, is a narrow dark hollow# 
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Eriocaulon decangulare, firft difcovered by Mr. James Robertfon. Breakfaft at Scon- 
fer, one of the poll-offices, an inn oppofite to Rala, an ifland nine miles long and three 
broad, divided from Skie by a found a mile broad- On the ffiore, the houfe of Mr. 
Macleod, the owner of Rafa, makes a pretty figure. The Dean fpeaks of this ifland, 
« as having maney deires, pairt of profitable landes inhabit, and manurit, with twa 
cattles, to wit, the cattle of Kihnorocht, and the cattle of Brolokit, with twa fair orchards 
at the faids twa cattles with ane parith kirke, called Kilmolowocke. In his time, he 
jays, it perteining to Mac-ghyllichallan of Raarfay be the fword, and to the bithope of 
the ifles be heritage.'’ This ufurper was a vatfal of Macleod of Lewis, who probably 
confined it to his chieftain, from whom the prefent proprietor derives his family. 

Continue our journey pointing to the Jouth-weft. Meet great droves of fine cattle, 
on their way to change cf pafture. See a fmall quantity of very poor flax, raifed from 
the feed of their country, a very unprofitable management: but the greateft part of the 
land was covered with heath. Leave to the left the mountains of Cuchulfin, Cullin, or 
Quillin, which reach to the lea. Come to the end of Loch-Bracadale, which pierces 
the ifland on this fide. Skie is fo divided by branches of the fea, that there is not a place 
five miles diftant from a port; fuch numbers of good harbours are there in a place 
deftitute of trade, and without a fingle town. Near the end of this loch the ground is 
more cultivated ; but all the corn land is dug with the cas-chrom or crooked fpade, 
inltead of being ploughed : eight men are neceflary to dig as much in a day as a fingle 
plough would turn up : the harrows are commonly tied to the horfes tails ; but in very 
wet land, the men and women break the fods by dragging over them a block of wood, 
with teeth and a long handle, called Raachgan. 

Defcend through a narrow pafs, and arrive inflantly in a traft flat as any in Holland, 
opening to the well a fine diftant view of north and fouth Uift, and other parts of the 
Long ifland : bounded on the other three fides by high precipices, enlivened with cata¬ 
racts formed by the heavy rains. In- a wood in a fnug corner lies Talyfkir, inhabited by 
Mr. Macleod, lieutenant-colonel in the Dutch fervice, who with theutmoft hofpitality 
Iheltered us from the inclemency of the day This houfe belongs to the chief of the 
name ; and in old rimes was always the portion of a fecond fon : he enjoyed it for life, 
with the view of giving him the means of educating his children; who after that were 
left to the care of fortune; which cufiom filled foreign fervice with a gallant fet of 
officers. Daughters of chieftains were generally portioned with cattle ; and often with 
a fet of ftout men, who in feudal times were valuable acquifitions to the bufband, who 
eftimated his wealth by the power of his people, for he inflantly adopted and incorpo¬ 
rated them with his own clan. 

It will not be impertinent to mention here the origin of the Scotch regiments in the 
Dutch fervice. They were formed out of feme independent companies, fent over either 
in the reign of Elizabeth or James VI At prefent the common foldiers are but nomi¬ 
nally national, for fmee the Scarcity of men, occafioned by the late war, Holland is no 
longer permitted to draw her recruits out of North Britain. But the officers are all 
Scotch, who are obliged to take oaths to our government, and to qualify in prefence of 
our ambaffador at the Hague. 

June 20. See here a Cly-more, or great two-handed fword, probably of the fame kind 
with the iwgentes gladii of the Caledonians, mentioned by Tacitus : an unwieldy weapon, 
two inches broad, doubly edged ; the length of the Blade three feet feven inches ; of 
the handle, fourteen inches; of a plain tranfverfe guard one foot; the weight fix 
pounds and a half. Thefe long fvvords were the original weapons of our country, as 
appears by a figure of a foldier, found among the ruins of London, after the great fire, 

A. D. 
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A.D. 16665 and preferred at Oxford # : his fword is of a vaft length, his hair flowing, 
his legs bare, his lower garment fliort, and fattened by a girdle round his waift; the 
fagum is flung carelefsly over his bread: and one arm, ready to be flung off, as cuftom 
was, in time of aftion. The great broad fword, and much the fame kind of drefs, were 
preferved in the Highlands to the la l age, at the battle of Killicrankie : the upper gar¬ 
ment was thrown off by the Highlanders, in order to enable them to ufe this two- 
handed inftrument with greater effect, But the enormous length of weapon has been 
found ufelefs again ft the flrmnefs of determined troops, from the battle of the -f Mens 
Grampius, to the recent victory of Culloden. The fhem {words of the forces of Agri- 
cola, and the bayonets of the Britifh regulars, were equally fuperior. 

Colonel Madeod favours me with a weapon, common to the Romans, Scandinavians, 
and Britons* It is a brazen fword, whofe blade is twenty-two inches tong ; the handle 
(including a round hollow pummel) five and a half ; the middle of the blade fwells out 
on both fides, and the edges very fharp; the end pointed ; we are told J that thefcab- 
bards are of brafs, but this was deilituie of one. The weapon was found in Skie* 
The fame kind is met with in many parts of Scotland and of X^ales, which the Danes 
have vifited ; and they have been frequently difeovered in tumuli, and other fepulchres, 
in Denmark and Ho)face, depofited there with the urns in honour of the deceafed §, 
Others, fimilar, have been found in Sweden ]|, 

Walk down the ead fide of the vale, and fee the well of Cuchtrllin* Take boat near 
the lofty infulated rock, Stach in nuchidar, or that of the fuller, pyramidal and inclin¬ 
ing : am rowed beneath a range of magnificent cliffs, at whofe bale were lodged plenty 
of white cryflallized zeolite^ and vafl rocks of Hone, of the appearance of lava, filled 
with rounded kernels. 

Our boat's crew were blunders, who gave a fpecimen of marine mufic, called in the 
Xrfe, Jorrams: thefe fongs, when well compofed, are intended to regulate the ftrokes 
of the oars* and recall to mind the cuftoms of claffical days. 

Meda sc ftat margibe puppfe 
* Qui voce alternos nautarum Eemperet iclus, 

Et remi’s di<Sret fomtem, pariterque rrktis. 

Ad numexum plaudat refonantia cffirulzi tonfig. 

SiLius,- lib. iv. 

But in modern times they are generally fung in couplets, the whole crew joining in 
chorus at certain intervals: the notes are commonly long, the airs folemn and flow, 
rarely chearful,it being impoflible for the oars to keep a quick time : the words gene¬ 
rally have a religious turn, confonant to that of the people. 

July at. Viiit a high hill, called Briis-mhawl, about a mile fouth ofTalyfkir, having 
in the front a fine feries of genuine bafaltic columns, refembling the Giant’s caufeway ; 
the pillars were above twenty feet high, confiding of four, five and fix angles, but moflly 
of five: the columns lefs frequently jointed than thofe of the Irilh - r the joints 
being at great and unequal diftanees, but the majority are entire : even thofe that are 
jointed are lefs concave and convex on their op polite furface than the columns of the 
former. The flratum that refted on this eolonade was very irregular and fliattery, yet 
feemed to make fome effort at form. The ruins of the columns at the bafe made a 

# Montfaucoiij Antrq iv. 16. tab. x, f Tacit 1 vit. Agnc. c. atf* 

£ Sibbald Append. HiJl. Fife, p 18. 

§ Worniii Mon. Da n. p. 48. lab. p, 50- Worm. Muf. 354, Jacob, Muf. Reg. Havin'32. para 11. 
fecU iiu 11 Dahlberg, Suec. Act. ub. 314 . 

grand 
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grand appearance : thefe were the ruins of the creation ; thofe of Rome, the work of 
human art, feem to them but as the ruins of vefterday. 

At a fmall diitance from thefe, on the flope of a hill, is a tract of fome roods entirely- 
formed of the tops of feveral-feries of columns, even and clofe fet, forming a reticulated 
furface of amazing beauty and curiofity. This is the molt northern bafaltes 1 am ac¬ 
quainted with: the laft of four in the Britiih dominions, all running from fouth to 
north, nearly in a meridian : the Giant’s Caufeway appears fir ft ; Staffa fucceeds; the 
rock of Humbla, about twenty leagues further; and, finally, the column of Briis- 
rnhawl: the depth of ocean, in all probability, conceals the loft links of this chain. 

Take leave of Talyfkir. See very near to the houfe the veftiges of fome fmall 
buildings, and by them a heap of ftones, with a bafakic column fet ereft in the middle. 
Crofs a range of barren lands for four miles; reach Loch-Bracadale. Exchange our 
horfes for a boat. Pafs over this beautiful land-locked harbour abounding with fafe 
creeks. Cod-filh fwarm here in the herring feafon purfuing the fhoals: a man with 
a fingle hand-line caught in three hours as many as were fold for three guineas, at 
the rate of two-pence a piece. Land, after a trajett of four miles, and find ready a 
new fet of horfes. 

This feeins to me the fitted place in the ifland for the forming of a town. The 
harbour is deep and unfoeakabiy fecure. It is the Milford.haven of thefe parts; it 
■opens at its mouth to the beft part of the fea. Skie has not in it a fingle town or even 
village. But what is a greater wonder, there is not a town from Campbekon in 
the Firth of Clyde to Tnurfo at the end of Caithnefs, a tract of above two hundred 
miles. 

Proceed : ride by, at Struam, a beautiful Danifli fort on the top of a rock, formed 
with molt excellent mafonry. The figure as ufual circular. The diameter from out- 
fide to omfide fixty feet; of the infide forty-two. Within are the vefliges of five 
apartments, one in the centre, four around; the walls are eighteen feet high. The 
entrance fix feet high, covered with great ftones. 

About a furlong north-weft of this, is another large rock precipitous on all fides 
but one. On that is the ruin of a very thick wall, and the traces of a dike quite round, 
even on the inacceffible parts. Between which and the wail is a large area. This 
feems to have been built without regularity, yet probably belonged to the fame nation. 
.Each feems defigned to cover an aflemblage of people who lived beneath their pro- 
teftion in a hoftile country, for under both are remains of numbers of fmall buildings 
with regular entrances. The laft inclofure is fuppofed to have been defigned for the 
fecurity of the cattle, of which thefe free-booters had robbed the natives; and this 
fpecies is diltinguilhed by the name of Boaghun. 

Thefe fortreffes are called univerfally in the Erfe, Duns. I find that they are very 
rare in the coumry from whence they took their origin ; no people will give themfelves 
the trouble of fortifying again!! the fecurity of friends. Mr. Frederic Suhtn of Copen¬ 
hagen, whom I had the pleafure of addrefling on this fubjeft, could point out but a 
fingle inftance of a fimilar tower, and that on the Sualllbery, a mountain half a Nor¬ 
wegian league diftant from Drontheim. But we may expert further elucidations from 
a fkilful antiquary now on the tour of the country. 

About two miles farther, fee near the road-fide two large conoid cairns; pafs near 
the end of Doch-ca-roy, a branch of the noble Loch-Bracadale, and foon after reach 
the caftle of 

lf un-vegan, the feat of Mr. Macleod, a gentleman defeended from one of the Nor¬ 
wegian vice-roys, governors of the ifles while they bore a foreign yoke. But the an- 
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tiquity of Lis dele nt is an accident that would convey little honour to him, had he 
not a much more fubflaniial claim ; for, to all the miikinefs of human nature ufually 
concomitant with his early age, is added, the fenfe and firmnefs of more advanced 
life. He feels for the diftreffes of his people, and infenfible of his own, with uncom¬ 
mon difintereftednefs, has relieved his tenants from their opprefllve rents ; has received 
in Head of the traffi of gold, the treafure of warm affections, and unfeigned prayer. 
He will foon experience the good effects of his generofity ; gratitude, the refillt of the 
fenfibifity (till exiting among t.hofe uccuftomed to a feudal government, will fliew itfelf 
in more than empty words ; and in time they will not fail exerting every nerve to give 
his virtue the due reward. Feudal governments, like that of unmixed monarchy, has 
its conveniences and its bleffings. The I alt rarely occur from the imperfection of 
human nature: One Being only can lay claim to that; therefore it is the bufinefs of 
every honeft man to refill the very appearance of undivided power in a prince, or 
the ffiadow of independency in a fubjech The Highlanders may blefs the hand that 
loofened their bonds; for tyranny more often than protection! was the attendance on 
their vaffalage. Yet (till from long habitude, and from the gleams of kindnefs that 
darted every now and then amidft the llorms of feverity, wa§ kindled a fort of filial re¬ 
verence to their chieftain : this ft ill is in a great degree retained, and may, by cheri fil¬ 
ing, return with more than wonted vigour. The noxious part of the feudal reign is 
abolilbed ; the delegated rod of power is now no more. But let not the good part be 
loft with the bad: the tender relation tbet patriarchal government experiences, Ihould 
ft ill be retained ; and the mutual inclination to beneficence preferved. The chieftain 
ihould not lofe, with the power of doing harm, the difpofition of doing good. Such are 
the fenfiincuts of Mr. Macleod, which ripen into actions, that, if perfifted in, will bring 
lafting comfort into his own bofom, and the molt defired of bleffmgs among!!: a nu¬ 
merous clan. 

The caftle of Dun vegan is feated on a high rock, over a loch of the fame name, a 
branch of l.och Falart. Part is modernized, but the greateft portion is ancient: the 
oldeft is a fquare tower, which with a wall round the edge of the rock, was the origi¬ 
nal ftrength of the place. Adjacent is a village and the poll-office $ for from hence 
a pacquet-boar, Tupported by fubfeription, fails every fortnight for the Long Ifland. 

Here is preferved theBraolauch Ihi, or fairy-flag of the family, bellowed on it byTi- 
tania the Ben-lhi, or wife to Oberon king of the fairies. She bleffed it at the fame 
time with powers of the firft importance, which were to be exerted on only three oc- 
cafions : but, on the lalt, after the end was obtained, an invifible Being is to arrive and 
carry oft' ftandard and (tandard-bearer, never 'more to be feen. A family of Clan y 
Faitter had this dangerous office, and held by it free lands in Bracadalc. 

The flag has bee:* produced thrice. The firft time in an unequal engagement againft 
the Gian- Roland, to whole light the MacleoJs were multiplied ten-fold. The lecond 
preferved the heir of the family, being then produced to fave the longing of the lady j 
and the third time, to fave my own ; but it was fo tattered, that Titania did not feem 
to think it worth fending for. 

This was a fuperllition derived from the Norwegian anceftry of the houfe j the 
fable was caught from the country, and might be of ufe to animate the clan. The 
Danes had their magical ftandard, Reafan, or, the raven, embroidered in an inflant 
by the three daughters of Lodbroke, and fillers of Hinguar, Hubba, or Ivar *. Sigurd 
had an enchanted flag given him by his mother, with circumltances fomewhat fimitor 
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to the Dun-vegan colours: whofoever bore it in the day of battle was to be kilted } 
accordingly in one of his battles three ftandard-bearers were fucceffively flam ; but on 
the death of the laft he obtained the vi&ory *. 

Here is preferved a great ox-horn, tipped with filver; the arm was twilled round 
its fpires, the mouth brought over the elbow, and then drank off. The northern 
nations held this fpecies of cup in high efteetn, and ufed the capacious horns of the 
great Aurochs They graced the hofpitable halls of kings J, and out of them the 
ancient heroes quenched their third: Haquing, weary with daughter, calls aloud lor 
the mighty draught: 

Hen labor immenfua, feffos quara vellicat artui! 

Quis roihi jam prsebel cornua plena mero ? 

In this caflle is alfo preferved a round Ihield, made of iron, that even in its decayed 
date weighs near twenty pounds; itfelf a load in thefe degenerate days; yet they were 
in ufe no longer ago than in the beginning of the lad century# f.nch chieftain had his 
armour-bearer, who preceded his mader in time of war, and, by my author’s || accounts 
in time of peace; for they went armed even to church, in the manner the North- 
Americans do at prefent in the frontier fettlement, and for the fame reafon, the dread 
of favages. 

In times long before thofe, the ancient Scotch ufed round targets, made of oak, 
covered with the hides of bulls ; and long fhields, narrow below and broad above, 
formed of pieces of oak or willow, fecured with iron : I guefs them to be of the fame 
kind with the Norwegian fliields figured by Wormius and probably derived from the 
fame country. They had alfo a guard for their dioulders, called Scapul; and for 
offenfive weapons had the bow, fword, two-handed fword, and Lochaber ax, a weapon 
likewife of Norwegian origin. But the image-tombs of ancient warriors are the bell 
le&ures on this fubje£t. 

Mr. Macqueen informs me, that near this place is an Anait, or druidical place of 
worlhip, of which there are four in Skie, much of the fame fituation and conftruaion. 
This lies in the heart of an extenfive moor, between the confluence of two waters. 
To the eaft ftands one bill, to the weft another: which gradually Hope down toward 
the plain, and from which a clear profpe£t might be had of all that paffed below. 
From one of thefe waters to the other is a ftrong done waif, forming an equilateral 
triangle; the rocks face it towards the water, and every crevice is filled with (tones 
regularly laid ; fo that it feeras to have been on that fpot inacceffible in former days. 
Near the centre of this triangle, is a fmall fquare edifice of quarried (tones, and on 

each fide of the entrance which leads to it from the wall, are the remains of two 

houfes, both within and without. In thofe lodged the priefts and their families; the 
fervants moft probably on the out fide. A itrong turf rampart protected alfo the wall 
from water to water, acrofs a rifing ground, which hath been cut through by a road 
leading from the Tempul na Anait (as the edifice is called) a great way into the 
moor. There is no tradition of the ufe of this place. My learned friend fuppofes it 
to have been defigned for the worlhip of the Earth, Bendis or Diana, which, accord¬ 
ing to Ilefychius, was fuppofed to be the fame. Plutarch gives the fame goddefs the 

title of Anait, the name of this place of worlhip; and Pliny fpeaks of a country in 

* Torfkus, 27* 

-J* Urorum cornibusj Barbari fep tent non ales potant, urnafque binaft capitis unius cornua implent. Flinii 
lib* ii* c, 37- t Saxo Grammat. 94* § Wonnii Mon, Dan* 389. 

jj Timothy Font’s M* S. Advo* Library. ^ Worm. 
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Armenia, called An aitica, from Anaitis, a goddefs in great repute there, where a 
noble temple had been built, which was plundered of its immenfe riches by the foldiers 
of Antony*in his Parthian expedition. Paufanias alfo fpeaks of the temple of Diana 
the Anait. Thefe temples were erected when the purity of the Celtic religion had 
been debafed by the extravagance of fancy, and idols introduced. Here we may fup- 
pofe that this deity was worfhipped in the utmoft fimplicity. 

July 22. Proceed, on our journey; pafs over a black and pathlefs trait of moor 
and bog, for about fifteen miles. Dine on a foft fpot of heath, with that appetite 
which exercife and the free air never fail to create. Arrive on the. banks of Loch- 
Gril'erniS, a branch of Loch-fnifart: take boat; obferve that the ropes for the fifliing- 
nets are made of the purple melic grafs, the pund-glafs of the Highlanders, remarkable 
f or lafting long without rotting. After a paflage of a mile, land at Kingfburgh ; im¬ 
mortalized by its miftrefs, the" celebrated Flora Mac Donald, the fair proteftrefs of a 
fugitive adventurer; who, after fome days concealing himfelf from puriuit, in the dif- 
gutfe of a lady’s maid, here flung off the female habit. I had the pleafure of her ac¬ 
quaintance at the firft Sir Watkin William Wynne’s in the year 1746; but at this 
time I unfortunately found that fhe was abfent on a vifit. 

Mr. Macdonald did me the favour of prelenting me with three very curious pieces 
of antiquity : an urn, a Glain-naidr, or ferpent-bead, and a Denarius, found not re¬ 
mote from his houfe. The firft is an urn of elegant workmanlhip, found in a ftone 
cheft, formed of fix flags as before deferibed: this urn was filled with allies ; was 
placed not prone, as that mentioned in the former volume, but with the mouth up, 
and covered with a light thin ftone. This was difeovered beneath an immenfe 
cairn. 

The Glain-naidr, or Druidical bead, as it is vulgarly called, is an unique in its kind, 
being of a triangular fhape; but, as ufual, made of glafs, marked with figures of fer- 
pents coiled up. The common people in Wales and in Scotland retain the fame 
fuperftitions relating to it as the ancients, and call it by the name of Serpent-ftone. 
The Gauls, taught by their priefts, believed the ftrangeft tales of their ferpents, de¬ 
feribed from the profe of Livy, in a mod fpirited manner, by the ingenious Mr. Mal'on, 
who thus makes his Druid demand of a fapient brother: 

But tell me yet 

From the grot of charms and fpells, 

Where our matron fifter dwells; 

Bretuuis, has thy holy hand 
Safely brought the Druid wand, 

And the potent adder-ftone. 

Gendered 'fore the autumnal moon ? 

When in undulating twine 
The foaming fnakes prolific join ; 

When they hifs, and when they bear 
Their wondrous egg aloof in air ; 

Thcuce, before to earth it fall* 

The Druid in his holy pall. 

Receives the prize, 

And in ft ant me*, 

Follow'd by the envenom'd broody ^ 

Till he crofa the fdver Hood, 

The ancients and moderns agree in their belief of its powers; that 'good fortune 
attends the poffeffor wherever he goes. The ftupid Claudius, that Ludibriim aula 

T T % Augufti, 
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Augufti, put to death a Gaulilh # knight, for no other reafon than that he carried ovum 
mguinum , a ferpent-ftone about him. The vulgar of the prefent age attribute to it other 
virtues; fuch as its curing the bite of the adder, and giving eai'e to women in child¬ 
birth, if tied about the knee : fo difficult is it to root out follies that have the fanction 
of antiquity. 

The laft favour that I was indebted to Mr. Mae-donald.for, is a denarius of the Em¬ 
peror Trajan, found on a moor near the fliore of Loch-Griferais; a probable, but not 
a certain evidence that the Romans had landed in this illand. We have no lights from 
hiftory to enable us to fay what was done during the reign of that emperor: in the luc- 
ceeding, Adrian reduced the bounds of the empire to the place ftill called his wall, and 
loft all communication with the i(lands; but in the following reign they were extended 
to their ancient bounds, and the ifles might be vifited from the Glota eftuarium, the 
ftation of the fleet, and the money in queftion loft at that time in Skie. But its being 
found there may be accounted for by another fuppofition j that of" its having been the 
booty of an ifland foldier, taken from the Romans in fome of the numberleis ikirmiflies 
in one of the follow ing^refgns, and brought here as a mark of victory. 

I obferve that the great fcallop-fliell is made ule of in the dairies of this country for 
the Iki mining of milk. In old times it had a more honourable place, being admitted 
into the halls of heroes, and was the cup of their feftivity. As Doctor Mac-pherfon 
exprefles if, “ The whole tribe filled the hall of the chieftain; trunks of trees covered 
with rnofs were laid in form of tables from one end to the other ; whole beeves or deer 
were roalted and laid before them on rough boards, or hurdles of rods woven together: 
the pipers played while they fat at table, and filence was obferved by all. After the 
feaft was over, they had ludicrous entertainments; a practice ftill continued in part of 
the Highlands : the females retired, and the old and young warriors fat in order, down 
from the chieftain, according to their proximity in blood to him;,the harp was then 
touched, the long was raifed,and the iliga-crechia, or the drinking-ihell, went round.” 

Am lodged this night in the fame bed that formerly received the unfortunate Charles 
Stuart, Here he lav one night, after having been for fome time in a female habit un¬ 
der the protection of Flora Macdonald. Near this place he refumed the drels of his 
own fex by the affiftacce of the mailer of the houfe, Mr. Alexander Macdonald, who 
fullered a long imprifomneht on that account; but neither the fear of punfihmenr, nor 
the promiles of reward, could induce him to infringe the rights of hofpitality, by be¬ 
traying an unhappy man who had flung himfelf under his protection. He prefetlted me 
with a pair of gloves worn by Charles Stuart while he appeared in the character of the 
tender lex : they are kept as a memorial of a daring adventure, inoft unequally fup- 
ported. 

July 23. Leave Kinglburgh, travel on a good horfe road, pals by a cairn, with a 
great (tone at the top, called the high-ftone of Ugg.” I mult remark, that the Danes 
left behind them in many places the names .of their deities, their heroes, and their bards: 
thus in the rock Humbla is perpetuated the name of Hmnblus f, one of their ancient 
kings; the iJle of Gunna + affirmed the title of one of the Valkyrie, the fatal filters; 
Diva takes its name from the bear-begotten hero Ulvo § ; and the Hone of Ugg feems 
to have been erefted in memory of the poet Uggerus |j. 

Beneath is the fertile bottom of Ugg, laughing with corn : afeend a hill, and 0:1 the 
other fide defeend into the parilh ofKilmore, the granary of Skie. Leave, on the left, 

* Plinii, lib xxix. c. 3. 1 quitern Romanum e Vocontiis, a people of Daiipliinjr, 

1 Gram. 5. J lorfeus, 36, § £ax. Gram. 193. |] Ibid. if!. 
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Muggaflot, the principal houfe of Sir Alexander Mac-donald, lineally defcended from 
the lords of the ifles: all the eftates at prefent poffefled by that gentleman were be¬ 
llowed by John, the laft: Regulus, and Karr of Rofs, on his brother Hugh, and con¬ 
firmed by a charter dated at Aros, in the year 1449, and afterwards by James IV. at 
S ter ling, in 1495. 

Beneath the houfe was the lake of St. Columba, now drained ; once noted fora mo¬ 
rn fiery of great antiquity, placed in an ifiand. The ruins evince its age, being built 
with great "(tones, without mortar, in the manner cuftomary in the times of druidiftn. 
The cells and feveral rooms are Hill very diftinguifhable. The chapel is of a later date, 
and built with mortar, as are all the other chapels in Skie, and in the little iflands along 
its fiiores: thefe chapels were ferved by the monks: the place they landed on, in order 
to difeharge thefe religious duties, was called Pein-orah, or the land of prayer; for 
after folenmly recommending themfelves, and the objects of their journey, to the Moft 
High, they feparated, and took their refpeftive routes. 

Purfue our journey. A minifler, who gave us the pleafure of his company, obferved 
to us, that a couple were in purfuit of him in order to have their nuptials celebrated 
unwilling ro be the caufe of deferring their happinefs, I begged he would not on my 
account delay the ceremony : we took poHellion of a cottage ; the minifler laid before 
them the duties of the marriage {late, aftted whether they took each other willingly ? 
joined their hands, and concluded with a prayer. I obferved that the bridegroom put 
all the powers of magic to defiance, for he was married with both Ihoes tied with their 
latchet. 

Not many years have elapfed fmee it was cuftomary in fome parts of the north of 
Scotland for the lairds to interfere in the marriages of their vaflals, and dii'eft the pair¬ 
ing of their people. Thefe (1 range tyrannies, thefe oppreflions of inclination, feem to 
have occafioned the law of Alexander I. to prevent fuch a foundation for domeftic ini- 
iery *, it is indeed the cafe of the widow only that he took into confideration. “ Na 
widow ffays the tlatute) fould be compelled to marie giffche pleafe to live without ane 
hufband, but fche fould give feeuritie that fche fall not marie without confent of hir 
lord, gif fche holds of ane other than the king.” 

Take a repaft at the houfe of Sir Alexander Mac-donald’s piper, who, according to 
ancient cuftom, by virtue of his office, holds'his lands free. His dwelling, like many 
others in this country, confifts of feveral apartments : the firft for his cattle during 
winter ; the fecor.d is bis haft ; the third for the reception of ftrangersj and the fourth 
for the lodging of his family : all the rooms within one another. 

The owner was quite mailer of his inftrument, and treated us with feveral tunes. 
In feudal times the Mac donalds had in this ifland a college of pipers, and the Macleods 
had the like ; thefe had regular appointments in land, and received pupils from all the 
neighbouring chieftains. The Mac karters were chief pipers to the firft j the Mac- 
krumens to the laft. 

The bagpipe has been a favourite inftrument with the Scots, and has two varieties: 
the one with fliort pipes, played on with the fingers j the other with long pipes, and 
founded with the mouth : this is the Joudeft and molt ear-piercing of all mufic, is the 
genuine highland pipe, and fuited well the warlike genius of the people, roufed their 
courage 10 battle, alarmed them when fecure, and coHefted them w r hen fcattered ; fo- 
laced them in their long and painful marches, and in times of peace kept up the me¬ 
mory of the gallantry of their anceftors, by tunes compofed after fignal victories ; and 
too often kept up the fpirit of revenge, by airs expreflive of defeats or maftacres from 
rival clans. One of the tunes, wild and tempeftuous, is faid to have been played at the 
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bloody battle of Harlaw, when‘Donald, Lord of the ifles, in 1410, oppofed the powers 
of James I. under the conduit of Alexander Stuart, Earl of Mar, 

Neither of thefe inftruments were the invention of the Danes, or, as is commonly 
fuppofed, of any of the northern nations; for their ancient writers prove them to have 
been animated with the c angor tubarum. Notwithstanding they have had their fceck- 
pipe long amongft them, as their old fongs * prove, yet we cannot allow them the ho¬ 
nour of inventing this melodious inftrumens; but mult affert that they borrowed it 
from the invaded Caledonians. We mult ftill go farther, and deprive even that an- 
cient race of the credit; and derive its origin from the mild climate of Italy, perhaps 
from Greece. 

There is now in Rome a molt beautiful bas-relievo, a Grecian fculpture of the high- 
eft antiquity, of a bagpiper playing on his inftrument, exactly like a modern highlander. 
The Greekshad their As-x«vA«j,.or inftrument compofed of a pipe and blown-up fkin : 
the Romans in all probability borrowed it from them, and introduced it among their 
fwains, who ftill ufeit under the names of piva and cornu mufa f. 

That matter of mafic, Nero, ufed one J; and had not the empire been fo fuddenly 
deprived of that great artift, he would (as he gracioufly declared his intention) have 
treated the people with a concert; and, among other curious inftruments, would have 
introduced the utricularius, or bagpipe. Nero perifhed, but the figure of the inftru¬ 
ment is preferved on one of his coins, but highly improved by that great mafter. It has 
the bag and two of the vulgar pipes, but was blown with a bellows, like an organ, and 
had on one fide a row of nine unequal pipes, refemb'ing the fyrinx of the god Pan §. 
The bagpipe, in the unimproved ftate, is alfo reprefented in an ancient fculpture, and 
appears to have had two long pipes or drones j|, and a fingle fliort pipe for the fingers. 
Tradition fays, that the kind played on by the mouth was introduced by the Danes. 
As their’s was wind mufic, we will admit that they might have made improvement, but 
more we cannot allow: they were {killed in the ufe of the trumpet; the highlanders in 
the piohb, or bagpipe. 

Non tuba m ufa fills, at tibia in utrem 

Dat belli lignum., et martem vocat horrida m arma f * 

Proceed two miles farther; pafs under a high hill, with a precipitous front, ftyled 
Sgor-rnore* or the great projeftioo \ and immediately after reach Dun-tuilm caftle, or 
the cattle of the round graffy eminence, placed at the verge of a high precipice over the 
fea; the ground adjacent formed of fine verdant turf. 

Tind our veffel at anchor under the little rocky Elan-tuilm, lofty* and of a pidturefque 
form. 

Take leave of feveral gentlemen* who, according to the worthy cuftom of thefe 
Iflands, convoyed us from place to place, and never left us till they had delivered us 
over to the next hofpitable roof, or feen us fafely embarked. Among others who did 
me tins honour was Doctor John Maclean, whofe family have been hereditary phyfi- 
cians for feme centuries to that of Mac-donald. They have been educated at the ex¬ 
pence of the chieftain ; and receive to this day an appointment in land, holding the farm 
of Shulilta at the gates of the ancient refidence of the Mac-donalds, the caftie of Dun- 
tfuilm, which the Doctor enjoys together with a penfion from the late Sir James Mac¬ 
donald. 

* From Dr. SoJander. f From Dr, Burney. J Suetonius, lib. vi. c, 54, 

§ Montfaucon, Antiq. Suppl. 11L 188. tab-73. A 2, || Ibl<h f« 1, ^ Mchlii Topog, Scoilae, 
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Efim-tuilm caftle is a ruin, but was inhabited as late as 1715. U was the original 
fear of the Mae-donalds in Skie : near ft a hill, called Cnock an eirickj or the hill of 
pleas t fuch eminences are frequent near the boufea of all the great men, for on thefe, 
by the affiftance of their friends, they determined all differences between their people: 
the place was held facred, and to the refpeft paid to the decifions delivered from the 
■fummit, may in fome meafure be attributed the ftriefc obedience of a fierce and military 
race £0 their chieftain. 

Near this place was pointed to me the fpot where an inceftuous pair (a brother and , 
filler) had been buried alive, by order of the chieftain. 

In the rocks are abundance of fmall comprefled arnmonitse, and on the fiiores fatr 
fragments of white quarts, the heftic done fo often mentioned by Martin. 

Side is the larged of the Hebrides, being above fixty meafured miles long ; the 
breadth unequal, by reafon of the numbers of lochs that penetrate far on both fides. 

It is fuppofed by fome to have been the Eaftern iEbud^ of the ancients ; by others to 
have been the Dumna. The modern name is of Norwegian origin, derived from Ski, 
a mill, and from the clouds (that ahnofl continually hang on the tops of its lofty hills) 
was ftyled Ealand Ikianach, or the cloudy iflaad *. No epithet could better fuit the 
place ; for, except in the fiunmer feafon, there is fcarcely a week of fair weather ; the 
fummers tbemfelves are alfo generally wet, and feldom warm,. 

The wefterly wind blows here more regularly than any other, and arriving charged 
with vapour from the vafl Atlantic, never fails to dafh the clouds it wafts on the lofty 
fummits of the hills of CuchuHin, and their contents deluge the iflaad in a manner urn 
known in other places. What is properly called the rainy feafon commences in Augult: 
the rains begin with moderate winds, which grow ftronger and ftronger till the autumnal 
equinox, when they rage with incredible fury. 

The hufbandman then fighs over the ruins of his vernal labours : fees his crops feel 
the injury ofelimate;, fome laid proftrate ;. the more ripe corn filed by the violence of 
the elements. The poor forefee famine, and confequential difeafe: the humane tackf- 
inen agonize over diftrefles that inability, not want of inclination, deprives them of the 
power of remedying. The nearer calls of family and children naturally firft excite 
their attention : to maintain and educate are all their hopes, for that of accumulating 
wealth is beyond their expectation ; fo that the poor are left to Providence's care ; they 
prowl like other animals along the /hores to pick up limpets and other lhell-fifh, the 
cafual repafts of hundreds during part of the year in thefe unhappy iflands, Hundreds 
thus annually drag through the feafon a wretched life; and numbers unknown, in all 
parts of the weftern iflands (nothing local is intended), fall beneath the prefiure, feme 
of hunger, more of the purid fever, the epidemic of the coafts, originating from un- 
wholefome food, the dire effects of neceffity* Moral and innocent victims I who exult 
in the change, firfi finding that place u where the wicked ceafe from troubling, and 
where the weary are at reft. 

The farmer labours to remedy this diftrefs to the bell of his power, but the wetnefs 
of the land late in fpriog prevents him from putting into the ground the early feed of 
future crops, bear, and final! oats: the laft are fitted for the climate; they bear the 
fury of the winds better than other grain, and require lefs manure, a deficiency in this 
ifland. Poverty prevents him from making experiments in rural (Economy: the ill, 
fuccefs of a few made by the more opulent determines him to follow the old trafl, as 
attended with more certainty, unwilling, like the dog in the fable, to grafp at the fiia- ■ 
dow and lofe the fubftanee, even as poor as it is. 

* Doftor Mac-pherfon, 382* 
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The produce of the crops very rarely are in any degree proportioned to the wants of 
the inhabitants: golden feafons have happened when they have had fuperfluitv ; but 
the years of famine are as ten to one. The helps of the common years are potatoes: 
it is difficult to fay whether the difeovery of America by the Spaniards has contributed 
to preferve more lives by the introduftion of this vegetable, or to have caufed more to 
perifli by the infatiable luff after the precious metals of the new worl d. 

The difficulties the farmer undergoes in this bad climate are unknown in the fouth ; 
there hefowsjiis feed, and fees it flourifh beneath a benign fun, and fecured from every 
invafion. Here a wet fky brings a reluftant crop*: the ground, inclofed only with 
turf mounds, acceflible to every animal: a continual watch employs numbers of his 
people: feme again are occupied in repairing the damages fultained by their houfes 
irom florins the preceding year; others are labouring at the turberries, to provide fuel 
to keep off the rigour of the fevere feafon ; or in fencing the natural (the only) grades 
of the country to preferve their cattle from ftarving, which are the true and proper 
ffaple of thefe iflands. 

The quantity of corn raffed in tolerable feafons in this ifiand is efteemed to be about 
nine thoufand bolls. The number of mouths to con fume them in the prefbytery of 
Skie f) near thirteen thoufand : migrations and depreffion of fpirit, the laft a common 
caufe of depopulation, having fiuce the year 1750 reduced the number from fifteen 
thoufand to between twelve and thirteen : one thoufand having eroded the Atlantic, 
others funk bent at b poverty, or in defpair, ceafed to obey the firft great command, 
“ increafe and multiply.” 

In that year the whole rent of Side was three thoufand five hundred pounds. By 
an unnatural force fome of the rents are now doubled and trebled. People long out 
of all habit of induftry, and iifed to the convivial tables of their chieftain, were unable 
infliantly to fupport fo new a burden : in time not very long preceding that, they felt 
the return of lome of their rents; they were enabled to keep hofpitality ; to receive 
their chieftain with a well-covered board, and .to feed a multitude of poor. Many of 
the greater fackfmen were of the fame blood with their chieftains; they were attached 
to them by the ties of confanguinity as well as affection: they felt from them the firft 
aft of oppreffion, as Caffar did the wound from his beloved Brutus. 

The high advance in the price of cattle is a plea for the high advance of rents; but the 
fituation of the tackfman here is particular: he Is a gentleman, and beads the fame blood 
with his laird: (of five hundred fighting men that followed Macleod in 174.5 in his 
majefty army, four hundred were of his kindred) has been cherifhed by him for a feries 
of years often with paternal affeftion : lias been ufed to fuch luxuries as the place af¬ 
fords, and cannot inftantly fink from a good board to the hard fare of a common far¬ 
mer. When the chieftains riot in all the luxuries of South Britain, he thinks himfelf 
entitled to fliare a due degree of the good tilings of this life, and not to be for ever 
confined to the diet of brochan, or the eompotation of whifkey. During the feudal 
reign their love for their chieftains induced them to bear many things, at prefent into¬ 
lerable. They were their pride and their glory : they {trained every nerve in fupport 
of them, in the fame manner as the French, through vanity, refufe nothing ;o a^^randize 
their Grand Monarque. 

* mtftpent 1 he corn is cut down, a certain number of (heaves are gathered in aheap, and ihatclied 
on t.ie top : the fit it dry moment that happens, the thatch is tas.cn off, and the (heaves now drv are cat lied 
*n ; and hi is repealed til] the whole crop is fecured. 

f Which compr.h uds Cannay, Meet, and Egg, btildcs the feven pariflies in this great jfland. 

2 Refentment 
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Refen! ment drove many to feek a retreat beyond the Atlantic: they Fold their flock, 
and in numbers made their firft ell'ay. They found, or thought they found, while 
their paflions were warm, an happy change of fttuation : they wrote in terms favouring 
of romance, an account of their lituation : their friends caught the contagion; and 
numbers followed; and others were preparing to follow their example The tackf- 
nien from a motive of independency : the poor from attachment; and from excels of 
mifery. Policy and humanity, as J am informed, have of late checked this fpirit lo 
detrimental to the public. The wifdom of legiflature may perhaps fall on fame methods 
to conciliate the affections of a valuable part of the community : it is unbecoming my 
little knowledge of the country to prefume to point out the methods. It is to be 
hoped that the head will, while time permits, recolledl the ufe of the moil dillant 
members. 

The proper products of this and all the Hebrides, are men and cattle ; the ufe of 
firft need not be infilled on, for England.carinot have forgot its fad deficiency of re¬ 
cruits towards the end of the late long and deftrudlive war: and what it owed in the 
courfeof it to North-Britain. In refpecl to cattle, this in particular bears the pre-emi¬ 
nence of having the largell breed of all the Highlands. The greater tenants keep their 
cattle during won ter in what are called winter-parks, the drietl and bell ground they 
have : here they are kept till April, except the winter proves very hard, when they 
are foddered with ftraw: in April the farmer turns them to the moor-grafs (cotton- 
grafs) which fprings firft, and at night drives them into the dry grounds again. 

The poorer tenants, who have no winter-parks, are under the neceflity of keeping 
the cattle under the fame roof with themfelves during night; and often are obliged to 
keep them alive with the meal defigned for their families. The cows are often forced, 
through want of other food, to have recourfe to the fbores, and feed on the fea-plams 
at low water ; by inftimft they will, at ebb of tide, haften from the moors, notwith- 
ftanding they are not within fight of the fea. 

One of the greater farms in Side is thus flocked : 

Fifty cows, and their followers, viz. 20 young heifers, fit for bull ; 30 ditto, three 
years old; 35 ditto two years old ; 40 yearlings, or fturks. Of thefethe owner can 
Jell only 20 cows at 45s. each at an average ; can make butter and cheefe for his family, 
but none for fa/e, for their befl cow will not yield above three Englilh quarts of milk, 
at a meal. Such a farm was formerly rented for j 61 . a year, at prefent is raifed to 50L 
The greateft rent in the ifland is Sol., but the medium from 30I. to 40I. 

In Skie when a tackfman has a greater farm than he can manage, he often fets off 
part to a Bowman or Aireach, who takes care of the flock of cattle on a certain traft ; 
and binds himfelf to give to the tackfman every year four flone of cheefe, and two of 
butter, from each couple of milch cows. If there is any arable ground, he is provided 
with horfes and a plough; and feed fefficient to fow it; and receives part of the crop; 
and fome additional grafs ground for two or three milch cows, for his trouble. 

There is certainly much ill management in the direction of the farms : a tackfman of 
fifty pounds a year often keeps twenty fervants ; the tazieft of creatures, for not one 
will do the leafl thing that does not belong to his department. Moll of them are mar¬ 
ried, as in Ilay. Their common food is Brochan, a thick meal pudding, with milk 
butter or treacle ; or a thinner fort, called Eafoch, taken with thdr bannocs. This 
number of fervants feemed to anfwer the retainers in great families before that perni¬ 
cious cuflom was abolifbed by Henry VII.; in feudal times they were kept here for the 
fame bad end. The caul'e is now no more, but the habit cannot fuddenly be Jhaken off- 
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charity forbids one to wilh it, till foine employ is thought offer them; otherwife, like the 
poof cottagers before-mentioned, ftarving muft be their portion. 

Cattle is at prefent the only trade of the ifland; about four thoufand are annually 
fold, from forty findings to three pounds a head. The lofs fuflamed in Skie by the fe- 
verity of the laft winter, and the general failure of the crops the preceding feafon amount¬ 
ed to five thoufand; perhaps in fome meafure owing to the farms being over-flocked. 

About two hundred and fifty horfes are purchafed from hence every year. 

Here are no fheep but what are kept for home confumption, or for the wool for the 
cloathing of the inhabitants. Hogs are not introduced here yet, for want of proper food 
for thofe animals. 

Goats might turn to good advantage if introduced into the wooded parts of the ifland. 
Thefe animals might be procured from the neighbourhood of Lochnefs; for being 
naturalized to the climate, would fucceed better than any imported from the fouthern 
parts of Europe, or from Barbary. As an inducement, 1 muft inform the natives of 
the Hebrides that in the Alpine part of Wales a well haired goadkin fells for feven and 
fix-pence or half-a-guinea. 

About three hundred tons of kelp are made here annually, but it is thought not to 
anfwer, as it robs the land of fa much manure. 

There are not above two or three flated houfes in the ifland ; the general thatch is 
fern, root and ftalk, which will laft above twenty years. 

The roots of the orobus tuberofus, the cor-meille or cartnel of the Highlanders, are 
in high efteem in this and the other iflands: they fometimes chew them, at others make 
a fermented liquor with them. They imagine that they promote expectoration, and that 
they are very efficacious in curing any dil’orders of the breaft or lungs: they alfo ufe it 
as a remedy againft hunger, chewing it as fome of our pooreft people do tobacco *, to 
put off that uneafy fenfation. 

Liguilicum Scoticum, Scotch parfley, or the ftiunis of this ifland, is alfo much valued ; 
in medicine, the root is reckoned a good carminative, and an infufion of the leaves is 
thought a good purge for calves. It is hefides ufedas a food, either as a fallad, raw, or 
boiled as greens. 

Very few fuperftitions exift here at prefent: pretenders to fecond-figbt are quite out 
of repute, except among the moft ignorant, and at prefent very ffiy of making boafts of 
their faculties. 

Poor Browny, or Robin Good-fellow, is alfo put to flight. This ferviceable fprite 
was wont to clean the houfes, helped to churn, thralhed the corn, and would belabour 
all who pretended to make a jell of him. He was reprefented as flout and bloomingj 
had fine long flowing hair, and went about with a wand in his hand. He was the very 
counter-part of Milton’s Lubbar-fiend, who 

Tells haw the drudging goblin ftveat 
To earn hkcreamdxuvl duly fet; 

When in one night, ere glimpfe of morn. 

His fhadowy flak hath thrafh*d the corn 
That ten day-hb’rers could not end 
Then lays down the lubbar fiend, 

And ftreteVd along the chimney 1 * length, 

BaUts at the fire his hairy ftrength. 

The Gruagach is a deity in form reprefenting the laft ; and who was worlhipped in 
old times f>y libations of milk ; and milkmaids ftill retain the cuftom by pouring feme 

* Vide Mr. Spence’s life of Mr. Robert Hill, taylor, p. IC 2 . 
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on certain ftones that bear his name. GnMgach fignifies the fair-haired, and is fuppofed 
by Mr. Macquecri* to have been an emblem of Apollo, or the Sun; and. to corre- 
fpond with the epithet A ftone was dug up near Mattel burgh, dedicated 

Apollini Gran no Grianach' the Sunny, an ephithet probably borrowed from the Cale¬ 
donians. The fame deity .might alfo receive the title of Galaxius from the libation of 
milk ftill retained in thole parts. 

A wild fpecies of magic was praftifed in the diftrkS of Tmttemefs, that was attended 
with a horrible folemnky. A family who pretended to oracular knowledge praftifed 
thefe ceremonies. In this country is g vaft cataract, whofe waters falling from a high 
rock, jet fo far as to form a dry hollow beneath, between them and the precipice* One 
of thefe impoftors was lowed up in the hide of an ok, and to add terror to the cere* 
mony, was placed in this concavity, the trembling inquirer was brought to the place, 
where the ftrade and the roaring of the Waters, encreafed the dread of the occatton. 
The queflion is put, and the perfon in the hide delivers his anfwer, and fo ends this 
fpecies of divination tty led Taghairm, 

But all thefe idle tales are totally exploded, and good-fenfe and poliihed manners pre* 
vail, inflead of that barbarity which in 1598 induced James VI. to lend here a new colony 
to civilize the natives ; who were fo little difpofed to receive their mflrudtors, that his 
Majeftv was in the end obliged to dettft from his defigrt f- At pre Pent the illand forms 
part of the (hire of Invernefs, The fheriff of chat county appoints a fubftitute who refides 
here and takes cognizance of fmall difputes about property, and petty crimes; but, on 
account of the diftance, avoids harrafiing the inhabitants, by requiring their attendance 
on the Lords of Seffions and Judiciary Courts at Inverness, the jurymen being fete&ed 
from among the gentry and inhabitants of the mainland* 

July 24. After a molt tempeltuous night, ioofe from our harbour at two o'clock at 
noon. Go through a narrow channel at the north end, a rock lying in the middle* 
Having to the weft a view of Filher’s rock 5 and to the north a ftrange chain of rocky 
Hies, very Angular in their appearance ; and varying in their forms in the procefs of our 
courfe, The higheft is called Bordhmiormihicdeod, or Macleod’s great table J. 
Another is called Flada. On the firft Mr* Thompfon took in our abfence the little 
Petrel, which with numbers of others were lurking beneath the Ioofe ft ones, and be* 
trayed themfelves by loud twittering* Thefe are the lead: of palmipeds; the dread of 
mariners, who draw a certain prefageof a florin from their appearance; for they al¬ 
ways collect in numbers at the approach of a tempeft beneath theftern ; running along 
the waves in the wake of the fhip, with a fwiftnefs incredible. This bird is the Camilla 
of the ocean: like her, 

She fwept the Teas, and as fhc fkimmM along-, 

Her flying feet imbathM on billows bung. 

The feamen call them Mother Cary’s chickens: fome devotees fty’ed them Petrels* 
from the attempt of the apoftle St. Peter to tread the water. They are feen in all parts 
of the ocean j and were not overlooked by the ancients, who named them Cypfelli, 
and take notice of this remarkable particular. 

* See Mr. Macquecn’a curious account it) the Appendix to the thiid volume. 

f Jonliom Rerum Britan. Hi lb Lib. viii. p* 249. 

J Two views of thefe wild, rocks { 2) as they appeared from DuikTuiJm; the other (3) as they ap¬ 
peared from theeaft, are engraved at the bottom of a view m Loch-jurn given by Mr. Pennant* 
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Mr, Thompfon alfo {hot one of thofe enormous feals, or the great feal fyn, quad. 
No. 26 6 ; but to my great regret it funk as loon as killed. 

Have a full view of the ifle of Lewis, the Lodhus of the Norwegians : and off it a 
groupe of little ifles called Sianr, or Schant, and fomewhat to the north of thofe is the 
fine harbour, and town of Stornaway. It was my intention to have (leered for that 
port, but was diffuaded from it by the accounts I had from the gentlemen of Skie, that 
a putrid fever raged there with great violence. 

Direft our courle for Loch-Broom, in the county of Rofs. An eafv breeze carries 
us off the cape Ruth an ri, in the maps Row-rie. About eight o’clock in the morning 
of July 25, —find ourfelves near a confiderable number of finall ifles, with a molt 
dreary appearance, mifcalled the Summer iflands. Within is a great bay fix miles 
broad and eight deep, bounded by vaft and barren mountains, patched with fnow. 
The wind chops about and blows very frefit, fo that after many teazing tacks, about 
nine o’clock in the evening drop anchor under ifle Martin, in the bottom of the bay, 
which is here called Loch-Kinnard. To the fouth is a hill, which we landed on, and 
afcended, and faw on the other fide great loch Broom, or B-raon, narrow, of a vaft 
depth, and running many miles up the country. At its head receives a river fre¬ 
quented by falmon in A^iri!. 

This parlfh is one of the largeft on the mainland of Scotland, being thirty-fix miles 
long and twenty broad. It has in it feven places of worfhip, three catcchifts*, and 
about two thoufand examinable perfons ; but is deftitute of a parochial fchool. None 
of the people except the gentry unaerftand Englifh. The country is inhabited by the 
Mackenzies, even quite from Kintail, whofe chieftain is the Earl of Seaforth. 

It is a land of mountains, a mixture of rock and heath, with a few fiats between 
them producing bear and black oats, but never fufficient to fupply the wants of the in¬ 
habitants. 

Cattle are the great fupport of the country, and are fold to graziers who come for 
them even as far as from Craven in Yorldhire, at the rate of thirty (hillings to three 
pounds a head. A great deal of butter and cheefe is fold to the buffes. Land is fet 
here by the Davoch or half Davoch ; the lad confifls of ninety-fix Scotch acres of arable 
land, fuch as it is, with a competent quantity of mountain and grazing ground. This 
maintains fixty cows and their followers; and is rented for fifty-two pounds a year, 
'fo manage this the farmer keeps eight men and eight women fervauts; and an ovcrfeer, 
who are all paid partly in money and partly in kind. The common fervauts have thirty 
lhillings per annum, houfe, garden, fix bolls of meal and fhoes. The dairy maids 
thirteen fliillings and four-pence and Ihoes : the common drudges fix and eight-pence 
and Ihoes. 

The tender cattle are houfed during winter. The common manure of the country is 
dung, or fea-wrack. 

July 27. Still on board. The weather very bad. 

July 28. Land at the bottom of the bay, in Rofs-(hire. Procure horfes. Obferve 
fome houfes built for the veteran foldiers and failors ; but as ufual all defertcd- Pro¬ 
ceed up Strath Kennard, which with Coygach that bounds the north fide of the bay is a 
forfeited eftate, and unalienably annexed to the crown. The commiffioners give all 
poflible encouragement to the tenants ; and have power to grant longer leafes than the 

* A eateehift is one who goes From Tioufe to houfe to iiiftru£t the people in the principles of religion, 
ami in the cat ec hi fens, approved by the general afiembly j and appointed by its committee, and aie hip- 
ported out of hie Majdty’s bounty* 
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lairds are inclined to do, which keeps the people under the government contented, 
and baniflhes from their minds all thoughts of migration. 

Kindiicfs and hofpitality polfefs the people of thefe parts. We fcarce paffed a farm 
but the-good woman, long before our approach, faliied out and flood on the road- 
fide, holding our to us a.bowl of milk or whey. 

Afcend a very high mountain, and pafs through a birch-wood, impending over a pretty 
little loch ; various other woods of the fame kind were lcattered over the bottoms, but 
the trees were fmall. Roots of pines filled all the moors, but I faw none of tho e trees, 
landing. Pafs under fome great precipices of limeftone, mixed with marble; from 
hence a molt tremendous view of mountains of (lupendous height, and generally of 
conoid forms. 1 never faw a country that feemed to have been fo torn and convulled ; 
the fliock, whenever it happened, fhoofc off all that vegetates; among thefe afpiring 
heaps of barrennefs, the iugar-loaf hill of Suil-bhein made a confpicuous figure; at 
their feet, the blackneis of the moors by no means afTiifed to cheer our ideas. Enter 
Afiynt, in Sutherland : ride by Loch-Ca m loch ; enjoy fome diverfity of the fcene, for 
f was prettily decorated with little wooded iflaiids. Reach Led-beg, where we ob¬ 
tained quarters, and rough hofpitality. 

This country is environed with mountains, and all the flrata near their bafe, and in 
the bottoms, are compofed of white marble, fine as the Parian : houfes are built with 
it, and walls raifed; burnt, it is the manure of the country, but oftener nature dif- 
fotv'es, and prefents it ready prepared to the lazy farmer. 

This traft feems to be the residence of floth, the people almoft torpid with idlenefs,. 
and moll wretched ; their hovels moll miferable, made of poles wattled and covered 
with thin fods. There is not com raifed fufficient to fupply half the wants of the in¬ 
habitants ; climate confpires with indolence to make matters worfe, yet there is much 
improveable land here in a ftate of nature, but till famine pinches they will not beftir 
thenlfelves; they are content with little at prefent, and are thought lefs of futurity ; 
perhaps ori the motive of Turkifh vaffals, who are oppreffed in proportion to their im¬ 
provements. Difpirited and driven to defpair by toad management, crowds were now 
palling, emaciated with hunger, to the eaftern coaft, on the report of a fliip being there 
Joaden with meal. Numbers of the miferables of this country were now migrating; 
they wandered in a date of defperation, too poor to pay, they madly fell themfelves 
for their paffage, preferring a temporary bondage in a ftrange land, to ftarving for life- 
in their native foil. 

Every country has had its prophets: Greece its Cafiandra, Rome its Sibyls, England 
its Nixon, Wales its Robin Ddu, and the Highlands their Kenneah Oaur. Kenneah 
long fince predicted the migrations in thefe terms : “ Whenever a Macleane with long 
hands, a Frazer with a black fpot on his face, a Macgregor with the fame on his knee, 
and a club-footed Madcod of Rafa, ftiould have exifted; whenever there (hould have 
been fucceffively three Macdonalds of the name of John, and three Mackinnons of the 
fame Chriftian name ; oppreifors would appear in the country, and the people change 
their own land for a ft range one ” The predictions, fay the good wives, have been 
fulfilled, and not a fingle breach in the oracular effufions of Kenneah Oaur. 

In a country where ignorance and poverty prevail, it is lefs wonderful that a tragical 
affair fhould happen, fnnilar to that at Tring, near our poliftied capital. About three 
years ago lived in this neighbourhood, a woman of more than common flrength of 
underftanding: (he was often confulted on the ordinary occurrences of life, and ob¬ 
tained a fort of refpett which excited the envy of another female in the fame diftrifh 
The laft gave out that her neighbour was a witch j that !he herfelf had a good genius. 
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and could counteract the evils dreaded from the other : at length, Hie fa worked on 
the weak minds of the fimple vulgar* that they determined on deftroylng her rival, 
and effected their purpofe by mitigating a parcel of children to flrangle her. The 
murder was inquired into, but the inciters had fo artfully concealed themfdves, that 
they efcaped their reward, and no punifhmerit was inflicted* except what was fuited to 
the tender years of the deluded children. 

Aflynt parifli contains between three and four thoufand fouls; and fends out five 
hundred head of cattle annually ; and about two or three lalts of falmon are taken 
every year in the water of Innard, on the coaft. 

I Jaw here a male and female red-throated diver ; which convinces me of my miftake 
in fuppofmg another to have been of this fpecies *. 

July 28* It was our defign, on leaving the fhip, to have penetrated by land as far as 
the extremity of the ifland ; but we were informed that the way was hnpaffable for 
horfes, and that even an ifland foot meflenger mud avoid part of the hills by eroding 
an arm of the fea. Return the fame road through a variety of bog and hazardous 
rock, that nothing but our fhoelefs little fteeds could have carried us over. At length 
we arrive fafely 011 board the fhip, 

A wonrProns token 

Of heaytVs kind care, with necks unbroken. 

Found in our harbour feme buffes, juft anchored, in expectation of finding the 
fhoals of herrings ufually here at this feafon, but at prefeiu were difappomted : a few 
were taken* fuflScient to convince us of their fuperiority in goodnefs over thofe of the 
fouth ; they were not larger, but as they had not wafted themfelves by being in roe, 
their backs, and the part next to the tail, were double the thicknefs of the others, and 
the meat rich beyond expreffion, 

Mr. Anderfon f gives to the Scotch a knowledge of great antiquity in the herring 
fifhery : he fays that the Netherlander reforted to thefe coafts as early as A. D. 836, 
to purchafe faked fifh of the natives; but impofing on the grangers, they learned the 
art, and took up the trade, in after-times of fuch immenfe emolument to the Dutch. 

Sir Walter Raleigh's obfervations on that head, extracted from the fame author, 
are extremely worthy the attention of the curious, and excite reflections on the vaft 
ftrength refuhing from the wifdom of well applied induftry. 

In 1603, remarks that great man, the Dutch Ibid to different nations, as many her¬ 
rings as amounted to 1,759,000!. fterling. 

In the year 1615, they at onqe fent out 2000 buffes, and employed in them 37,000 
fifhermen. 

In the year 1618 they fent out 3000 fhips, with 50,000 men, to take the herrings, 
and 9000 more fhips to tranfport and fell the fifh, which by fea and land employed 
150,000 men, befides thofe firft mentioned. All this wealth was gotten on our coafts 5 
while our attention was taken up in a diflant whale fifhery. 

The Scottifh monarchs for a long time feemed to direct all their attention to the 
prefervation of the falmon fifhery ; probably becaufe their fubjefts were Inch novices 
in fea affairs. At length James III. endeavoured to ftimulate his great men to thefe 
patriotic undertakings; for by an act of his third parliament, he compelled ct certain 
lords fpirtuai and temporal, ani burrows, to make fhips, buflies, and boats with nets 
and other pertinents for fifhing. That the fame fliouki be made in each burgh ; in 

Br. Zcoh f. No. 24^. f Dift Commerce,!, 
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number according to the fubflance of each burgh, and the leafl of them to be of twenty 
tons: and that all idle men be compelled by the fhcriffs in the country to go on board 
the fame. 1 ' 

But his fucceffors, by a very falfe policy, rendered this wife inflitution of little efFeft ; 
for they in a manner prevented their fubje&s from becoming a maritime people, by 
direfling that no white fifh fhouid be fent out of the realm, but that llrangers may 
come and buy them * j that free ports be fir ft ferved ; the cargoes fold to freemen, 
who are to come and transport the famet* The Dutch at this very time having an 
open trade. 

It is well known that there have been many attempts made to fecure this treadme 
to ourfelves, but without fuccefs j in the late reign a very ftrong effort was made, and 
bounties allowed for the encouragement of Britifh adventurers ; the firft was of thirty 
fhillings per ton for every bufs of feventy tons and upwards- This bounty was after¬ 
wards raifed to fifty fhillings per ton, to be paid to fuch adventurers who were entitled 
to it by claiming it at the places of rendezvous. The bufies are from twenty to 
ninety tons burden, but the bed fize is eighty, A vdfol of eighty tons ought to take 
ten lafis, or a hundred and twenty barrels of herrings, to clear expences, the price of 
thefifh to be admitted to be a guinea a barrel: a fhip of this lize ought to have 
eighteen men and three boats ; one of twenty tons fhouid have fix men; and every 
five tons above require an additional hand. 

To every ton are two hundred and eighty yards of nets ; fo a veffei of eighty tons 
carries twenty thoufand fquare yards; each net is twelve yards long, and ten deep, 
and every boat takes out from twenty to thirty nets, and puts them together fo as to 
form a long train : they are funk at each end of the train by a ftone, which weighs it 
down to the full extent; the top is fupported by-buoys, made of fheep’s fkin, with a 
hollow flick at the mouth, fattened tight; through this the fkin is blown up, and then 
flopt with a peg, to prevent the efcape of the air. Sometimes thefe buoys are placed 
at the top of the nets ; at other times the nets are fuffered to fink deeper, by the 
lengthening the cords fattened to them, every cord being for that purpofe ten or 
twelve fathoms long. But the bell fifheries are generally in more fhallow water. 

The nets a^e made at Greenock, in Knapdale, Bute, and Arrau; but the beffe are 
procured from Ireland, and, I think, from feme part of Caernarvon/hire, 

The fifhing is always performed in the night, unlefs by accident. The buffos re¬ 
main at anchor, and fend, out their boats a little before fun-fet, which continue out, in 
winter and fummer, till day-light j often taking up and emptying their nets, which 
they do ten or twelve times in a night in cafe of good fuccels. During winter it is a 
molt dangerous and fatiguing employ, by reafon of the greatnefs and frequency of the 
gales in thefe feas, and in fuch gales are the mod fuccefsful captures; but, by the 
providence of Heaven, the fifhers are feldom loft, and, what is wonderful, few are 
viiitcd with illnefs. They go out well prepared, with a warm great coat, boots, and 
fkin aprons, and a good proviifion of beef and fpirits- The fame good fortune attends 
the bufies, who, in the tempeftuous feafoiu and in the darkeft nights, are continually 
fluffing in thefe narrow feas from harbour to harbour. 

Sometimes eighty barrels of herrings are taken in a night by the boats of a Angle 
veffeL It once happened in Loch-Slappan, in Skie, that a bufs of eighty tons might 
have taken two hundred barrels in one night, with ten thoufandL fquare yards of net; 
but the matter was obliged to defill, for want of a fufficient number of hands to pre¬ 
serve the capture- 

# James V* Farliam. VII. f James IV- and James Vi/ 
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The herrings are preferred by faking, after the entrails are taken out; an operation 
performed by the country people, who get three-pence per barrel for their trouble, 
and fometimes, even in the winter, can get fifteen pence a day. This employs both 
women and children, but the falling is only entrufted to the c-rew of the bulfes. The 
fifh are laid on their backs in the barrels, and layers of fait between them. The en¬ 
trails are not loft, for they are boiled into an oil : eight rhoufand fifh will yield ten 
gallons, valued at one fhilling the gallon. 

A veflel of eighty tons takes out a hundred and forty-four barrels of fait: a draw, 
back of two fitillings and eight-pence is allowed for each barrel ufed for the foreign or 
Irifli exportation of the fill] j but there is a duty of one fhilling per barrel for the home 
confomption, and the fame for thole fent to Ireland. 

The barrels are made of oak-(laves chiefly from Virginia ; the hoops from feveral 
parts of our own ifland, and are made either of oak, birch, hazel, or willow; the iaft 
from Holland, liable to a duty. 

The barrels coft about three /hillings each ; they hold from five to eight hundred 
fifh, according to the fize of the fifh, are made to contain thirty-two gallons. The 
barrels are iiifpefted by proper officers ; a cooper examines if they are flatuteable and 
good, if faulty, he deflroys them, and obliges the maker to ftand to the lofs. 

The herrings in general are exported to the Weft Indies, to feed the negroes, or to 
Ireland, for the Irifh are not allowed to fifh in thefe feas By having a drawback of 
five-pence a barrel, and by re-packing the fifh in new barrels of twenty-eight gallons, 
they are enabled to export them to our colonies at a cheaper rate than the Scots can do. 

The trade declines a-pace; the bounty, which was well paid at firft, kept up the 
fpirit of the fifhery, but for the Iaft fix years the detention of the arrears has been very 
injurious to feveral adventurers, who have fold out at thirty percent lofs, befides that 
of their intereft. 

The migrations of the herrings has been very fully treated of in the third volume of 
the Bririfh Zoology : it is fuperftuous to load this work with a repetition, I fhall there¬ 
fore only mention the obfervations that occur to me in this voyage, as pertinent to 
the prefent place. 

Loch-Broom has been celebrated for three or four centuries as the refort of herrings. 
They generally appear here in July ; thpfe that turn into this bay are part of the brigade 
that detaches itfelf from the weftern column of that great army that annually delerts 
the vaft depths of the arctic circle, and come, heaven directed, to the feats of popula¬ 
tion, offered as a cheap food to millions, whom wakeful luxury, or ir m-hearted avarice 
hath deprived, by enhancing the price of the wonted fupports of the poor. 

'1 he migration of thefe fifh from their northern retreat is regular : their vifits to 
the weftern ifles and coafts, certain ; but their attachment to one particular loch, ex¬ 
tremely precarious. All have their turns : that which fwarmed w ith fifh one year, 
is totally deferred the following, yet the next loch to it is crowded with the fiioals. 
Thefe changes of place give often full employ to the buffes, who are continually 
fluffing their harbour in quell of news refpecting thefe important wanderers. 

They commonly appear here in July, the latter end of Auguft they go into deep 
water, and continue there for fome time, without any apparent caufe ; in November 
they return to the fhallows, when a new fifhery commences, which continues till 
January, at that time the herrings become full of roe, and are ufelc-fs as articles of 
commerce. Some doubt whether thefe herrings that appear in November are not 
part of a new migration; for they are as fat, and make the fame appearance as thofe 
that compo.ed the firft. 
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The figns of the arrival of the herrings are flocks of gulls, who catch up the filh 
while they flam on the furface; and of gannets, who plunge and bring them up from 
confiderable depths. Both thefe birds are clofely attended to by the filhers. 

Cod-fifh, haddocks, and dog-filh follow the herrings in vaft multitudes : thefe vora¬ 
cious fifh keep on the outfides of the columns, and may be a concurrent reafon of driv¬ 
ing the Ihoals into bays and creeks. In fummer they come into the bays generally with 
the warmeft weather, and with eafy gales. During winter the hard gales from north- 
weft are fuppofed to aflift in forcing them into fhelter. Eafl winds are very unfavour¬ 
able to the filhery. 

In a fine day, when the filh appear near the furface, they exhibit an amazing brilliancy - 
of colours: all the various corufcations that dart from the diamond, fapphire, and eme¬ 
rald, enrich their traft; but during night, if they break, i. e. play on the furface, the 
fea appears on fire, luminous as the brighteft phofphorus. 

During a gale, that part of the ocean which is occupied by tile great fhoals, appear as 
if covered with the oil that is emitted from them. 

They feem to be greatly affefted by lightning : during that phenomenon they fink 
towards the bottom, and move regularly in parallel ihoals one above the other. 

The enemies that a flail thefe filh in the winter feafon are varied, not diminilhed : of 
the birds, the gannets difappear; the gulls ftill continue their perfecutions; whales, 
pollacks and porpefles are added to their number of foes: thefe follow in droves; the 
whales deliberately, opening their vaft mouths, taking them by hundreds. Thefe mon- 
fters keep on the out fide, for the body of the phalanx of herrings is To thick as to be 
impenetrable by thefe unwieldy animals. 

The herring-filhers never obferve the remains of any kind of food in the ftomachs of 
that filh, as long as they are in good condition : as foon as they become foul or poor, 
they will greedily rife to the fly, and be taken like the whiting-pollack. 

They do not depofit their fpawn in fand, or mud, or weeds, like other filh, but leave 
it in the water, fufpended in a gelatinous matter, of fuch a gravity as prevents it from 
floating to the furface, or finking to the bottom. The filhermen difcover this by finding 
the fliiny matter adhering to the hay ropes fometimes in ufe to hold the Hone that finks 
the nets, the middle part being Aimed over, the top and bottom clear. 

Before I leave this bay it mult be obferved, that there are here, as in molt of the 
lochs, a few, a very few of the natives who pofiefs a boat and nets, and fifh in order to 
fell the capture frelh to the bufles : the utmoft thefe poor people can attain to are the 
boat and nets} they are too indigent to become mailers of barrels, or of fait, to the 
great lofs of the public as well as theirfelves. Were magazines of fait eftablilhed ia 
thefe diftant parts; was encouragement given to thefe diftant Britons, fo that they might 
be enabled by degrees to furnilh themfelves with the requifites for fithing, they would 
foon form themfelves into feamen, by the cotirfe of life they muft apply themfelves to; the 
buffes would be certain of finding a ready market of filh ready cured } the natives taught 
induftry, which would be quickened by the profits made by the commodity, which they 
might afford cheaper, as taken at their very doors, without the wear and tear of diftant 
voyages, as in the prefent cafe. Half of the hands employed nowin filhing and curing 
generally come out as raw feamen as the inhabitants of thefe parts: they do not return 
with much greater experience in the working of a Ihip, being employed entirely in the 
boats, or in laltingof the herrings, and feem on board as auk ward as marines in com- 
parifon of able feamen. A bounty on thefe home captures would ftimulate the people 

* A fmall whale, whole fpecies I cannot determine. 
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to induftry; would drive from their minds the thoughts of migrations ; and would 
never leffen the number of feamen, as it would be an incitement for more adventurers 
to fit out veffels, becaufe they would have a double chance of freight, front their own 
captures, and from thofe of the refidents, who might form a dock from fhoals of fill), 
which often efcape while the former are wind-bound, or wandering from loch to loch. 

July 29. Weigh anchor, and fail with a favourable breeze towards the mouth of 
the bay, with a delign of returning fouth; but towards evening the wind changes, cold 
weather and hard adverfe gales fucceed, which oblige us to tack and anchor in the 
mouth of Little Loch-Broom, an arm of the fea, about feven miles long, and not halt a 
mile broad, bounded by high mountains, covered in many parts with birch woods. 1 he 
hilt Talloch-Eflie may vie with the higheft I have feen. 

For two hours arnufe ourfelves with taking with hand lines abundance of cod, fome 

dog-filh, and a curious ray. # 

The night was moft tempeftuous: our fituation was difagreeable, as Mr. iliomp- 
fon thought our veffel would drive, and that he fhould be obliged to cut his cables and 
put to fea; which, under the circum fiances of a black night, a furious fform, and rocky 
narrows, did not contribute to the repofe of frefh-water feamen. 

July 30. The wind grows moderate: in weighing anchor difcover on the cable 
feveral very uncommon afteriae. No fooner was our anchor on board, but a furious 
fquall arifes, and blows in blafls like a hurricane, driving us before it at a vaft rate, till 
we arrived within a mile of the bottom of the loch. Drop anchor, but without effect; 
are obliged to weigh again, while the furious gale engages an attention to the fails, and 
flings us into a double perplexity in this narrow ftrait, where for an hour our tacks 
were almoft perpetual, and the veffel frequently in no fmall danger. The blafts from 
the mountains were tremendous, not only raifing a vaft fea, but catching up the waves 
in eddies, and raifing them up in the air to a furpriling height. At length we were- 
relieved from our diftrefs by a fuccefsful anchorage, under a high and finely wooded 
hill, in eight fathom water, but within a fmall diftance of eighty. 

Procure horfes, by favour of Kenneth Mac-kenzie,Efq. ot Dundonnel. Ride about 
a mile on the fide of the hill, above the loch; arrive in a fmall but fertile plain, winding 
among the vaft mountains, and adorned with a pretty river and woods of alder. Here 
we were rejoiced with the fight of enclofures long ftrangers to us1: the hay was good, 
the bear and oats excellent; but the manner of manuring, called in thefe parts tatnmg, 
was very Angular : many of the fields were covered with the boughs of alders, lately 
cut: thefe are left during the whole winter to rot; in March the ground is cleared of 
the undecayed parts, and then ploughed. Fern is alfo ufed for the fame end. Reach 

Dundonnel. Determined to go by land to vifit Loch-marce, a great lake to the fouth; 
and direft Mr. Thompfon to fail and wait for us at Gair-loch. 

We found ourfelves feated in a fpot equalized by few in pi£turefque and magnificent 
fcenery. The banks of the river that rufhes by the houfe are fringed with trees, and 
the courfe often interrupted by cafcades. At a fmall diftance the ground begins to rife 
as we mount, the eyes are entertained with new obje&s.-; the river rolling beneath the 
dark lhade of alders, an extent of plain compofed of fields bounded by groves ; and as- 
the walk advances, appears a deep and tremendous hollow, fhagged with trees, and 
winding far amid ft the hills. We are alarmed with the roar of iuvifible catara&s, long 
before their place is difcovered ; and find them precipitating themfelves down narrow 
chafms of ftupendous depth, fo narrow at top, that highlanders in the eagernefs of the 
chace will fearlelsly fpring over thefe barathra. They meander for miles amidft the 
mountains, and are the age-worn work of water, branch off into every glen, hid with trees 
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of various fpecies. Torrents roll over their bottoms often darting down precipices of a 
thoufand forms, lofing themfelves beneath the undermined rocks, and appearing again 
white with the violence of the fall. By laying afide the boughs, and creeping to the 
verge, got fight of thefe othenvife latent catarafts ; but the profpett fufficiently tired 
•my head. Befides thefe darklbme waters, multitudes of others precipitate themfclves 
in full view down the deep fides of the adjacent hills, and create for leveral hundreds 
of feet a feries of mofl: magnificent falls. 

Above rifes a magnificent hill, which as far as the fight can reach is cloathed with 
birch and pines, the fhelter of flags, roes, and black game. 

To the welt is a view where the awful, or rather the horrible, predominates. A 
chain of rocky mountains, fome conoid, but united by links of a height equal to mofl 
in North Britain, with fides dark, deep, and precipitous, with fummits broken, fharp, 
ferrated, and fpiring into all terrific forms ; with fnowy glacieres lodged in the deep 
fliaded apertures. Thefe crags are’calledSqur-fein, or hills of wine : they rather merit 
the title of Squr-fhain, or rocks of wind ; for here fEolus may be faid to make his refi- 
dence, and ever employed in fabricating blafls, fqualls, and hurricanes, which he fcat- 
ters with no fparing hand over the fubjacent vales and lochs. 

July 3 1 • Mofl agreeably detained with the good family of Dundonnel by a violent 
fall of rain, which rendered the waters impaffable, Oblerve after dinner that cloud¬ 
berries *, that grow on the adjacent mountains, were ferved as a defert. 

Auguft l. After taking a deoch-an-doruis, or a door-cup, proceed fouth, afeend a 
fteep hill far above a bank wooded with various trees, among others the wych-elm. 
grew native. To the weft were the vaft mountains, naked, rugged and dreary, their 
bafes Hoping, furrowed with long clefts, emptying their precipitated waters into the 
river beneath. Defcend into a vale with birch-trees thinly flattered over it; and the 
extremity crofted by a high rock wooded and divided in the middle by a vaft-and foam¬ 
ing cataraft, the waters of Loch-nan-niun, or the lake of birds. On the weft fide is an 
amazing mountain fteeply Hoping, compofed of a whitifh marble, fo extenlive, fmooth, 
glofiy and even, as to appear like an enormous Jheet of ice; and is, I doubt not, as 
flippery. Our guide called the hill Lecach. The oppofite fide of the vale was preci¬ 
pitous ; varied with trees and cafcades, that fell among the branches. The whole of 
this feene was truly alpine. 

Afeend again. Arrive amidfl: ftrata of red and white marble, the way horrible, 
broken, fteep, and flippery ; but our cautious fteeds tried every ftep before they would 
venture to proceed. Black morally heaths fucceed, named Glian-dochartai. Dineon 
the fide of a rill at the bottom, on plentiful fare provided by our kind hoft, whole fon, 
Mr. Mackenzie, and another gentleman of the name, kindly undertook the charge of 
us to the next flage. Ride through a narrow ftrath called Kin-loch-ewe, where we firft 
faw the figns of houfes and a little cultivation fince morning. This terminates in a 
meadowy plain, clofed at the end with Loch-maree: the night proved wet and tem- 
peftuous; we therefore determined to defer the voyage till the next day, and to take 
fhelter-in a whifkey houfe, the inn of the place. Mr. Mackenzie complimented Mr. 
Lightfoot and me with the bedftead, well covered with a warm litter of heath: we lay in 
our cloaths, wrapped ourfelves in plaids, and enjoyed a good repofe. We flept like the 
Lufitanians of old ],fupcr thoros herbaceos . Our friends did not lofe their fteep; but 
great was our furprife to fee them form their bed of wet hay, or rather grafs collefted 
from the fields; they flung a plaid over it, undreffed, and lay mofl comfortably, without 


* RubusChanaae morns. 
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injury, in what in a little time rauft have become an errant hot-bed j fb bleft with hardy 
conftitutions are even the gentlemen of this country! 

Auguft 2. Atfeven in the morning take a fix-oared boat, at the eaft end of Loch- 
maree: keep on the north ihore beneath fteep rocks, mo(lly filled with pines waving 
over our heads. Obferve on the Ihore a young man of good appearance, hailing the 
boat in the Erfe language. I demanded what he wanted j was informed a place in the 
boat. As it was entirely filled, I was obliged to refufe his requeft. He follows us for 
two miles through every difficulty, and by his voice and geftures threatened revenge. 
At length a rower thought fit to acquaint us that he was the owner of the boat, and 
only wanted admifiion in lieu of one of them. The boat was ordered to Ihore, and the 
matter taken in with proper apologies and attempts to footh him for his hard treatment. 
Inftead of infulting us with abufe, as a Charon of South Britain would have done, he 
inftantly compofed himfelf, and told us through an interpreter, that he felt great pride 
in finding that his conduct had gained any degree of approbation. 

Continue our courl'e. The lake, which at the beginning was only half a mile broad, 
now, nearly half its length, widens into a great bay, bending towards the fouth, about 
four miles in breadth, filled with little ifles, too much cluttered and indiftinft. 

Land on that called Inch-maree, the favoured ifle of the faint, the patron of all the 
coaft from Applecrofs to Loch-broom. The ttiores are neat and gravelly; the whole 
furface covered thickly with a beautiful grove of oak, alb, willow, wicken, birch, fir,, 
hazel, and enormous hollies. In the midft is a circular dike of ftones, with a regular 
narrow entrance; the inner part has been ufed for ages as a burial-place, and is ftill in 
ufe. I fufpeft the dike to have been originally druidical, and that the ancient fuperfti- 
tion of Paganifm had been taken up by the faint, as the readieft method of making a 
conqueft over the minds of the inhabitants. A flump of a tree is Ihewn as the altar,, 
probably the memorial of one of ftone ; but the curioiity of the place is the well of the 
faint, of power unfpeakable in cafes of lunacy. The patient is brought into the facred 
iiland, is made to kneel before the altar, where his attendants leave an ottering in money 
he is then brought to the well, and fips fome of the holy water: a fecond offering is 
made; that done, he is thrice dipped in the lake; and the fame operation is repeated 
every day for fome weeks j and it often happens, by natural caufes, the patient receives 
fome relief, of which the faint receives the credit. I mutt add, that the vifitants draw 
from the ftate of the well an omen of the difpofition of St. Maree : if his well is. full,, 
they fuppofe he will be propitious; if not, they proceed in their operations with fears 
and doubts \ but let the event be what it will, he is held in high efteemthe common 
oath of the country is by his name: if a traveller paffes by any of his refting-places., they 
never neglefl to leave an offering ; but the faint is fo moderate as not to put him to any 
expence: a ftone, a flick, a bit of rag contents him. 

This is themoft beautiful of the ifles; the others have only a few trees fprinkled over 
their furface. 

About a mile farther the lake again contracts. Pafs beneath a high rock, formed of 
fliort precipices, with ihelves between, filled with multitudes of felf-fown pines, making 
a moft beautiful appearance. 

The fouth fide of the water is bounded with mountains adorned with birch woods, 
mixed with a few pines: a military road runs along its length. The mountains are 
not very high, but open in many parts to give a view of others, whofe naked and 
broken tops lhooting into fharp crags, ftrangely diversify the fcene, and form a noble 
termination. 


Towards 
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Towards the bottom of the lake Is a headland, .finely wooded to the very fummit. 
Here the water fuddenly narrows to the breadth of a hundred yards, and continues fo 
for near a mile, the banks cloathed with trees, and often bending into little femilunar 
bays to the very extremity ; from whence its waters, after the courfe of a mile, a con¬ 
tinual rapide , difcharge into a deep and darkfome hole called Pool-Ewe, which opens 
into the large bay of Loch-Ewe. 

The lake we had left is eighteen miles long: the waters are faid to be fpecifically 
lighter than moll others, and very rarely frozen : the depth is various, in fome places 
fixty fathoms; but the bottom is very uneven : if ten feet of water were drained away, 
the whole would appear a chain of little lakes. 

The filh are faUnon, char, and trout; of the tail is a fpecies weighing thirty pounds. 

Land ; are received by the Rev. Mr. Doume, minifter of Gairloch, whom we attend 
to church, and hear a very edifying plain comment on a portion of fcripture. He takes 
us home with him, and by his holpitality makes us experience the difference between 
the lodgings of the two nights. 

Auguft 3. Take a view of the environs : vifit the mouth of the river, where the 
falmon-fifliery fupplies the tenant with three or four lafts of filh annually. On the 
bank are the remains of a very ancient iron furnace. Mr. Dounie has feen the back 
of a grate,, marked S. G Hay, or Sir George Hay, who was head of a company here 
in the time of the Queen Regent, and is fuppofed to have chofen this remote place for 
the fake of quiet in thofe turbulent times. 

Potatoes are railed here on the very peat-moors, without any other drains than the 
trenches between the beds. The potatoes are kiln-dried for prefervation. 

It is to be hoped that a town will form itfelf here, as it is the ftation of a government 
packet, that fails regularly from hence to Stornaway, in Lewis, a place now growing 
confiderable. by the encouragement of Lord Seaforth, the proprietor. This is a fpot 
of much concourfe for here terminates the military road, which croffes from the eaft 
to the weft fea, commencing at Invernefs, and paffing by Fair-burn and Strath-braan to 
this place.. Yet I believe the bell inn on the laft thirty miles is that of Mr. Roderick 
Mac-donald, our landlord the laft night but one. 

Ride above fix miles fouth, and reach Gair-Ioch, confiding of a fewfcattered houfes, 
on a fine bay of the fame name. Breakfalt at Flowerdale, a good houfe, beautifully 
feated beneath hills finely wooded*. This is the feat of Sir Heftor Mackenzie, whofe 
anceftor received a writ of fire and fword againft the ancient rebellious owners: he fuc- 
ceeded in this com mi (lion, and received their lands for his pains. 

The parilh of Gair-loch is very extenfive, and the number of inhabitants evidently 
increafej owing to the Ample method of life, and the conveniency they have of drawing 
a fupport from the filhery. If a young man is poffeffed of a herring-net, a hand-line, 
and three or four cows, he immediately thinks himfelf able to fupport a family, and mar¬ 
ries. The prefent number of fouls are about two thoufand eight hundred. 

Herrings offer themfelyes in fhoals from June to January ; cod-filh abound on the 
great fand-bank, one corner of which reaches to this bay, and is fuppofed to extend as 
far as Cape-Wrath, and fouth as low as Rona, off Skiewith various branches, all 
fwarming with cod and ling. The filhery is carried on with log-lines, begins in Fe¬ 
bruary, and ends in April. The annual capture is uncertain, from five to twenty- 
feven thoufand. The natives labour under fome oppreffions, which might be eafily re¬ 
moved to the great advancement of this commerce. At prefent the filh are fold to 
fome merchants from Campbeltown, who contract for them with the laird, at two¬ 
pence 
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pence-haTpenny a piece, after being cured and dried in the fun. The merchants take 
only thofe that meafure eighteen inches from the gills to the feuing on of the tail, and 
oblige the people to let them have two for one of all that are beneath that length. The 
4 fli are fent to Brlboa; ling has alfo been carried there, but was rejected by the Spa¬ 
niards, This trade- is far from being pulhed to its full extent; is monopolized, and 
the poor fifilers cruelly forced to fell their fifh for three-halfpence a piece to thofe who 
fell it to the merchants. 

The want of a town is very fenfibly felt m all thofe parts: there is no one eonimo- 
■ditv, no one article of life, or implement of fifhery, but what is gotten with difficulty, 
and at a great price, brought from a diftance by thofe who are to make advantage of 
the necellmes of the people. It is much to be lamented that after the example of the 
Ear! of Seafonh, they do not collect a number of inhabitants by feuing their lands, or 
granting Jeafes fora length of years for building; but ftill fo much of the fpirit of the 
chieftain -remains, that they dread giving an independency to their people; a falfe po¬ 
licy ! as it would enrich both parties, and make the landlord more refpeflable, as maker 
of a fet of decent tenants, than of thoufands of barefooted half-ftarved vaffals, At 
prefent adventurers from diflant parts take the employ from the natives: a town would 
create a market; a market would foon occafion a epncoiirfe of fhipping, who would 
Jhen arrive with a certainty of a cargo ready taken for them ; and the mutual wants of 
ftranger and native would be fupplied at an eafy rate. 

Thefe and various other hints, flung out to this refpe&able part of our ifland, in dif¬ 
ferent parts of thefe travels, have been adopted, and acls of parliament framed to carry 
them into execution, I have only to wifii every fuccefs to their efforts ; and fnali think 
■labours undergone in pointing out to my northern fellow-fuhjefts their local advan¬ 
tages fully repaid, by the refL£tion of having by my mite contributed to their bappinefs 
and improvement. Let them not fight with the heavens, and they will fucceed* Let 
them chertfn men, cattle, and fiftieries, and the benefits will be felt from the extreme 
north to the mo ft fouthern promontory of our happy ifland. 

By example of a gentleman or two, fome few improvements in farming appear* 
Lime is burnt; lea-tang ufed as manure; and fhell fand imported by fuch who can 
afford the freight. But the belt trade at prefent is cattle : about five hundred are an¬ 
nually fold out of this parifh, from the price of one pound feven to two pounds five a 
piece. About eighty horfes, at three pounds each, and a hundred and fifty fheep at 
three pounds per fcore, ihe cattle are blooded at fpring and fall: the blood is pre¬ 
served to be eaten cold* 

We found our veffel fafeiy arrived at anchor with many others, under the {helter of 
a little ifle, on the fouth fide of the bay. Weigh and get under fail with a good breeze* 
Pafs by the mouth of Loch-Torridon : a few leagues farther by A pple-crofs bay, fmall, 
wdth populous and well cultivated fhores. Ihe back ground moll uncommonly moun¬ 
tainous. 

Apple-crofs houfe is inhabited by a moff hoFpitable gentleman as fame reports: we 
lamented therefore our inability to pay our refpefts. 

On the right leave the ifles of Rena and Rafa and Scalpay : before us is Croulin, 
and beyond foar the vaft hills of Skie. Sail clofe under Croulin, inhabited by two 
families, producing a little corn and a few cattle* Almoft oppoike to its fouthern end 
is the common entrance into rhe two great lochs, Kilferne and Carron, 

Pafs the found between Skie and Kintailf anchor about nine o’clock, and once more 
fleep beneath Mac-kinnon J s caffle* 

Auguft 
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Augnfl 4. In failing down the bay* had to the north-eafl: a full view of Kintail in Rofs- 
fhire, the original feat of the Mac-kenzies, or rather Mac-Kenneths *, a patronymic from' 
their great anceftor Kenneth, fon of Colin Fitzgerald, of the houfe. of Defmond in 
Ireland, To him Alexander III. made a grant of thefe lands for his good fervices at 
the battle of Largs, His pofterity, a- warlike race, filled all the lands ; for the heroes 
of North-Britain, like Polypes, multiply the more exceedingly by cuts and wounds. 
Leave to theeafl the entrance into Loch-Lung and Loch-Duach y two miles from the 
fouth fide of the Jaft are the dangerous pafies of Glen-fheil and Strachell y where, on 
June the 10th, 17 r 9^ a petty rebellion, projected by Cardinal Alberoni, and £0 have 
been fup ported by the Spaniards, was fuppreffech A temped difperfed the hoflile 
fquadron, and only about three hundred forces arrived* The Highlanders made a poor 
ftand at Strachell ; but were quickly put to flight, when they had an opportunity of 
deftroying the King’s forces by rolling down ftones from the heights* I mufl not omit 
that among the clans that appeared in arms, was a large body lent by a neighbouring 
chieftain, merely for the battle of that one day y and win. or lofe was to return home 
that night* 

Pafs through the Kibru, buffetted feverely on the way by violent fquaIJs. Land on 
the eafl fide in the parifh of Glen-elg, in the county of Invernefs. The vedel anchors 
three miles diftant on the oppofite fide of the bay, under Skie*, 

Walk up to the church ; and obferve near it a Angular tree, whofe boughs had bent 
to the ground* and taking, root formed a ftrange arbour* Pafs by the barracks of 
Bernera, built in 1722, handfome and capacious, defigned to hold two hundred men 1- 
at prefent occupied by a corporal and fix foldiers* The country lament this negle£t. 
They are now quite fenfible of the good effects of the military, by introducing peace 
and feeurity 1 they fear leaf! the evil days fhould return, and the ancient thefts be re¬ 
newed, as icon as the banditti find this protection of the people removed^ 

Walk up the valley of Glen-Elg, or the vale of Deer: vifit Mr. Macleod r -the 
mini fief, and receive all the welcome that the Res angujla Domus, would permit* He 
fhewed us, at a final 1 diftance from his houfe, the remains of a mine of black lead; 
neglected on account of the poverty of what the adventurers found near the furface ; but 
it is probable, lhat at a proper depth it may be found to equal that of Cumberland* A' 
poor kind of bog iron ore is alfo found here* 

Above the manfe, on the top of a hill, is a Britifii fortrefs, diked round with ftone s . 
and in the middle is the vefiige of a circular inclofure, perhaps of a building, the fhelter 
of the officers. Within fight is another of thefe retreats, which are called in the Erie* 
Badhun, or the place of refuge*. 


* Thefe were the chief gentlemen, in 1603, in \he iheriffdom of Invernefe, which at that time included^ 
the /hire of that name, Kofs, Strathnavern, Caithnefs, Sutherland, and the Northern Hebrides, 


Macloyd, of Lewes , 
tVlacloyd, of Harries, 
Donald Gormefoim, 
Macneii, of Barray, 
Mulcalloun, of Rofay, 
John Mudzarti captain of' 
the Clanrannalts, 

The Laird of. Glengarry 
The L* of Kncydart* 
Mac-kenzie, 

L* of Gatloche, 

L* of Balnagowne, 


L. of Towles, 

3 b er rife of Oomartie, 
Dumbeith* 

Eorfe* 

O tap fee ale, 

Mackye, 

Neil Hutchefdun, in AiTent; 
Mackentofche, captain of the 
Clanchannoun, 

L, of Glen ewes, 

Ray no Id Mac-raynold* of 
Kcppache* 
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This valley is the property of Mr. Macleod, of Bunvegan, acquired by a mi mage of 
an anceflor with a daughter of Lord Briffet. The parifli is of vaft extent, and compre¬ 
hends Knodiart and North Morar. Glenelg has near feven hundred inhabi nts, all 
proteftants; the other two diftri£ts are almoft entirely of the popilh perfuafion. The 
reader who has the curiofity to know the number of Roman Catholics in thefe parts of 
North Britain, may fatisfy his curiofity in the Appendix, from an abftra& taken from the 
Report made by the gentlemen appointed by the Genera! Affembly, in 1760, tovifit 
thefe remote Highlands, and the Hebrides, for the purpofe of enquiring into the Hate of 
religion in thofe parts. 

This part of Glen-Elg is divided into two vallies; Glen-more, where the barracks are, 
from which is a military road of fifty-one miles extent, reaching to Fort-Auguftus: the 
other is Glen-beg. The parifli fends out a confiderable number of cattle: thefe vallies 
would be fertile in corn, was it not for the plague of rain, which prevents tillage to fuch 
a degree, that the poor inhabitants feel the fame diftreflesas their neighbours. 

Walk back by the barracks to Glen-beg, to vilit the celebrated edifices attributed to 
the Danes: the firft is placed about two miles from the mouth of the valley. The 
more entire fide appears of a mofl elegant taper form : the prefent height is thirty feet 
fix inches ; but in 1723, fome Goth purloined from the top, feven feet and a half, 
under pretence of applying the materials to certain public buildings. By the appear¬ 
ance of fome ruins that now lie at the bale, and which have fallen offfince that time, 
I believe three feet more may be added to the height, which will make the whole about 
forty-one. 

The whole is built with dry walls, but the courfes moft beautifully difpofed. On 
one fide is a breach of at leaft one quarter of the circumference. The diameter "within 
is thirty-three feet and a half, taken at a diftance often feet from the bottom: the wall in 
that part is feven feet four inches thick, but is formed thinner and thinner till it reaches 
the top, whofe breadth I forgot to caufeto be meafured. This infide wall is quite per¬ 
pendicular, fo that the inner diameter mull have been equal from top to bottom : but 
the exterior wall Hopes, encreafingin thicknefs till it reaches the ground. 

In the thicknefs of the wall were two galleries; one at the lower part, about fix feet 
two inches high, and two feet five at the bottom, narrowing to the top * fl a creed 
and alfo covered over with great flat /tones. This gallery ran quite round/and that 
horizontally, but was divided into apartments ; in one place with fix flags, placed equi- 
diftant from each other $ and were acceflible above by means of a hole from another 
gallery: into the lower were two entrances (before the ruin of the other fide there had 
been two others) above each of thefe entrances were a row of holes, riinnin«- up to the 
top, divided by flags, appearing like /helves: near the top was a circle of projecting; 
ftones, which probably were intended to hold the beams that formed the roof* above 
is another hole like the former. None of thefe openings pafs through, for there is not 
the appearance of window nor opening on the outfide wall. All thefe holes are fquare * 
are too fmall to admit the human body, fo were probably defigned to lodge arms and 
different other matters, fecure from wet or harm. 

Over the firft gallery was another, divided from it only by flags. This alfo went 
round, but was free from any reparation: the height was five feet fix: only twentv 
inches wide at bottom. This was alfo covered with flags at top. 

At a diftance above, in the broken fides of the wall, was another hole; but it feemed 
too fmall for a gallery, Tlieafcent was not fafe, fo could not venture up. The height 
was taken by a little boy, who fcrambled to the top. ° 
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The entrance was a fquare hole, on the weft fide: before it were the remains of 
fome building, with a narrow opening that led to the door. Ahnoft contiguous to this 
entrance or portico, was a finall circle Formed of rude ftones, which was called the 
foundation of the Druids’ houfes. It probably was formed for fome religious pur- 
pofe. I was told there were many others of this kind fcattered over the valley. 

Atlefs than a quarter of a mile diftant from this ftands the fecond tower, on a little 
fiat on the fide of the hill. The form is fimiiar, but the number of galleries differs: 
here are three, the loweft goes entirely round ; but at the eaft end is an aperture now of 
a finall depth, but once of fuch extent, that the goats which (heltered in it were often 
loft: on that account the entrance was filled with ftones. This is fix feet high, four 
feet two inches broad, and flagged above and below. 

A fecond gallery was of the fame height, but the breadth of the floor only three feet 
five. 

The third gallery was of fuch difficult accefs that I did not attempt to get up: it 
was fo narrow and low, that it was with difficulty that the child who climbed to it could 
creep through. 

The prefent height of this tower is only twenty-four feet five inches ; the diameter 
thirty j the thicknefs of the lower part of the wall twelve feet four. 

I could not perceive any traces of the winding flairs mentioned by Mr. Gorden : but 
as thefe buildings have fuffered greatly fmce that gentleman faw them I have no doubt 
of his accuracy, 

Thefe were in all probability places of defence ; but it is difficult to fay any thing on 
the fubject of their origin, or by what nation they were erefited. They are called here 
Caifteal Teilbah, or the caftles of Teilba, built by a mother for her four fons, as tra¬ 
dition, delivered in this tranflation of four Erfe lines, informs: 

My four fons a fair dan, 

I left in the Ilrath of one glen ; 

My Malcoinb, my lovely Chonil, 

My Telve, my Troddam. 

There had been two others, now totally demolifhed, and each named after her child¬ 
ren, Mr, Gordon mentions others of this kind; one at Glen-dimin, two at Ealter 
Fearn in Rofs-fbire, and two or three in Lord Rcay’s country : one of which is called 
the Dune of Dornadilla, from an imaginary prince, who reigned two hundred and fixty 
years before the Chriftian sera. This appears to be fo well deferibed by an anonymous 
writer in the Edinburgh magazine, that it will poffibly be acceptable to the reader to 
find it copied in the note** 

The 

* 11 In the moft northern part of Scotland, called Lord Reay’s country, not Far from Tongue, and near 
the head of the river which runs into ihc North Sea at Loch-Eribol, is the remains of a Rone tower, which 
I apprehend to be a Druidic work, and to be the greateft piece of antiquity in this iftand. It isfurprifing 
that it is fo little known even to the natives of that country : I don J t remember fro have ever feenit men¬ 
tioned in any book whatever, nor do I recolleft whether Mr. Pennant has received any information con¬ 
cerning it. This tower Is called by the neighbouring inhabitants) the Dune of DornadiiJa, It is of a cir¬ 
cular form, and now nearly refembling the fruftrum of a cone : whether, when perfect, it terminated in a 
point, I cannot pretend to guefs; but It Teems to have been formerly higher, by the rubbifh which lies 
round it. It Is built of ftone, without cement, and I take it to be between 20 and 30 feet high ftilL The 
entrance h by a very low and narrow door, to pafs through which one is obliged to ftuop much : but, per¬ 
haps, the ground may have been raifed fince the lirft ereftion. 

K When one is got in, and placed In the centre, it is open over head. All round the fide® of the wall® 
are ranged Rone fhelves, one above another, like the (helve® in a circular beau fait, reaching from near the 
bottom to the lop* The ftones which compofe thefe (helves are fupported chiefly by the ftones which 
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The rain, which poured a deluge during the whole of this walk, attended with a moll 
violent gale, prevented us from going abroad: but we found a moil comfortable 
lodging under the hofpitable roof of the good mmifter. 

Auguft 5. The whole morning continued wet and boifterous. In the evening crofs 
over to Skie: lee, near the fhore, cut on the live rock, an infcription in rnde charaSers. 
It muft have been of great aii'.quitv, as it was difcovered by the accidental digging of 
peat at the depth of four feet. 

Auguft 6. Weigh anchor at eight o’clock in the morning, and turn out with wind 
and tide adverfe. After a ftruggle of three or four miles, put into Loch-Jurn, or the 
lake of hell, on the Inveinefs coaft, and anchor about two o’clock near a little ifle to the 
i'outh fide, four miles within the mouth. Land on the north fide, three miles diftant 
from our Ihip, and vifit Mr. Madeod of Arnifdale: I Ihall never forget the hofpitality 
of the houl'e: befoie 1 could utter a denial, three glafles of rum cordialized with jelly 
of bilberries, were poured into me by the irrefiftible hand of good Madam Macleod. 
Meflrs. Lightfoor and Stuart fallied out in high fpirits to botanize : I defcended to my 
boat to make the voyage of the lake. 

Steer S. E. After a f’mall fpace the water widens into a large bay, bending to the fouth, 
which bears the name of Barrifdale: turn fuddenly to the eaft, and pafs through a very 
narrow (trait, with feveral little ifles on the outfide; the water of a great depth, and 
the tide violent. For four miles before us the loch was ftrait, but of an oval form ; 
then fuddenly contracts a fecond time. Beyond that was another reach, and an inftant- 
aneous and agreeable view of a great fleet of buffes, and all the bufy apparatus of the 
herring fifhery ; with multitude of little occafional hovels and tents on the fhore, for the 
accommodation of the crews, and of the country people, who refort here at thisfeafoa 
to take and fell herrings to the ftrangers. An unexpected fight at the diftance of 
thirteen miles from the fea, amidft the wildeft feene in nature. 

A little farther the loch fuddenly turns due South, and has a very narrow inlet to a 
third reach : this ftrait is fo fhallow as to be fordable at the ebb of fpring-tides; yet 
has within, the depth of ten and feventeen fathom : the length is about a mile; the 
breadth a quarter. About feven years ago it was fo filled with herrings, that had 
crowded in, that the boats could not force their way, and thoufands lay dead on the 
ebb. 

The fcenery that furrounds the whole of this lake has an Alpine wildnefs and magni¬ 
ficence j the hills of an enormous height, and for the molt partcloathed withextenfive 


Form the walk, and which project all round juft In that place where the (helves are, and in no others : each 
of the (helves is feparated into feveral divUions as in a book-cafe. There is fome remains of an awkward 
itair-cafe. What ufe the (helves could be applied to X cannot conceive. It could not be of any mili¬ 
tary ufe from its lunation at the bottom of a (loping hill, which wholly commands It. The moft learned 
among the inhabitants, fuch as the gentry and clergy, who all (peak ihe Irifli language, could give no infor¬ 
mation or tradition concerning its ufc, or the origin and meaning of its name. But fome years fmee I hap¬ 
pened, at an auction of books in London, to look into a French b^ok, containing GauItJh antiquities, and 
there I faw a print of the remains of a Druidic temple in France, which greatly refembka the tower 1 am 
fpeaklrg of, having like (helves m it. And. reading a late pamphlet on the antiquity of the IrifH language, 
I think i can partly trace the origin of the name Dornadilla At page 2 4, the author fays, that Dorn 
means a round done, fo that ahdorn would mean the round ftone of the priells : na is of, and Z)/ is God ; at 
page 45, he fays, in the kft line, ulla means a place of devotion ; fo that Dorn-na Di-ulia will %nify the 
round (tone place of the worfbtp of God ; or perhaps it might allude to fome round done preferved within 
asafacred emblem of divinity. As 1 am not acquainted with the Iri(h language, if any of your corre- 
fpondems can give any better account, cither of the nature of fueh Druidic temples, or of this name m 
particular* it will, perhaps, be acceptable to others, as well as your humble Tenant. 
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fore Its of oak and birch, often to the very fummits. In many places, are etfenfire 
crafts of open fpace, verdant, and only varied with a few trees Mattered over thtm . 
amid ft the thickeft woods afpire vaft grey rocks, a noble contrail. nor are the lofty 
headlands a .lefs embellifhment; for through the trees that wave on their fummit, is an 
awful fight of fky, and fpiring fummits of vaft mountains. r .. . 

On the fouth fide, or the country of Knodyart, are vaft numbers of pines, fcatteied 
among the other trees, and multitude of young ones fprmging up. t A conflagration had 
many years ago deftroyed a fine foreft ; a lofs which, in a httletime, it is to be hoped, 
will be repaired. Befides this, I can add fome other pme forefts to my former lift . 

that near ^ Loch-maree; Abernethy, and Roth-murchu; both belonging to gentlemen 
of the name of Grant; Glen-more, the Duke of Gordon s; and Glen-taner, the pro¬ 
perty of Lord Aboyne. Our old botanifts are filent about thele Bntflh produftions, 
till the time of Mr. Evelyn and Mr. Ray. This fpecies of pine feems not to have been 
cultivated in England, till the former, as he fays, received fome feeds .rom that unhappy 
perfon the late Marquis of Argyle : but Speed, in his chronicle mentions the vaft fize 
if thofeon the banks of Loch-Argieke, and their fitnefs for malls, as appeared by the 
report from commiffioners -fent there for that purpofe, m the times ofJames t v *- 
T'wlnr the water-poet, fpeaks in high terms of thofe m Brae-mar, £ hat there a e as 
many as will ferve to the end of the world, for all the flnppes carracks, hoyes, galleys, 
boates, drumlers, barkesand water craftes, that are now in the world, or can be. thefe 

f ° U^’ToTimnderful, that the imagination, amidft thefe darkfome and horrible feen^ 
fliould fitrure to itfelf ideal beings, once the terror of the fuperftitious inhabitants . in 
ferJnligLned times a dreadful fpeftre haunted thefe h,U S , lomcumM 

fJdriv^wavTefeLVGeriifhT foriS circle ^dthta cMeufed a multitude of 
the evil fpirit, who like that which haunted the daughter of Raguel, was 

With a vengeance fent 

From Media poll to Egypt, there fall bound. 

T 0 , nrn frnm the extremity of this fequeftered fpot, are moft agreeably .amufed 

In oui retur hundred boats, rowing to the place we were leaving, to lay their 

nets - m Se S .he prions ou Ihore were bufied in lighting fires, and preparing a tepaft 
for their compamons ^gainft j ^ ^ haunt of men and in this wild and ro- 
S ?-TTtfforded this agreeable refleftion: that there is no part of our dominions 

Stable. SIS “d J 

thoufands; gljlam'agefrom the dreai^fpotsdrey focffeaually defptfe ; 

r:<;t7b?o& 

Cloth of gold, do not dcfpifc, 

Altho' thou art match’d with cloth of frme. 

Cloth of frize, be not too bold 

Altho’ thou art match d with cloth oi gold. 


* ift, id, -,d edit. pp. 183, 19 
J; Pcnnilefle Pilgrimage, 136. 


-f- Speed's Chronicle, p. 9. 
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Return to Armifdale, and pafs a moft ch earful evening. Mr, Light foot returned 
happy in having found the azalea procumbens ; Mr. Stuart loaden with fine fpecimens 
of amianthus and black tal<;* 

Return on board at midnight: the night moft exeeffively dark, but every ftroke of 
our oars, every progreffive motion of our boat, flung a molt refplendent glory around, 
and left fo long and luminous a train in our wake, as more than compenfated the 
want of ftars in the firmament. This appearance was occafioned by myriads of nodli- 
lucous Nereids, that inhabit the ocean, and on every agitation become at certain times 
apparent, and often remain (licking to the oars, and, like glow-worms, give a fine 
light- Mr, Thompfon informed us, that they were moft brilliant before rain and 
tempefts* He was not deceived in his predictions* 

There is not an inftance of any country having made fo fudden a change in its 
morals as this I have juft vifited, and the vaft trad: intervening between thefe coafts 
and Loch-nefs- Security and civilization poffefs every part; yet thirty years have 
not elapfed fince the whole was a den of thieves, of the moft extraordinary kind. 
They conducted their plundering excurfions with the utmoft policy, and reduced the 
whole art of theft into a 2*egular fyftem. From habit it loft all the appearance of cri¬ 
minality; they confidered it as labouring in their vocation, and, when a party was 
formed for an expedition againft their neighbour’s property, they and their friends 
prayed as earneftiy to heaven for fuccefs, as if they were engaged in the moft laudable 
defign. 

The eonftant petition at grace of the old Highland chieftains, was delivered with 
great fervour, in thefe terms : Lord ! turn thou the world upfide down, that Chrif* 

tians may make bread but of it*” The plain Englifh of this pious requeft was, that 
the world might become, for their benefit, a feene of rapine and confufion* 

They paid a facred regard to their oath ; but as fuperftition mu ft, among a fet of 
banditti, infallibly fuperfede piety, each, like the diftind cads of Indians, had his par¬ 
ticular objedt of veneration; one would fwear upon his dirk, and dread the penalty 
of perjury, yet make no fcruple of fori wearing himfelf upon the Bible ; a fecond would 
pay the fame refpedt to the name of his chieftain ; a third again would be moft re¬ 
ligion!] y bound by the facred book, and a fourth regard none of the three* and be 
credited only if he fwore by his crucifix. It was always neceffary to difeover the in¬ 
clination of the perfon, before you put him to the tell 1 if the object of his veneration 
was miftaken, the oath was of no fignification. 

The greateft robbers were ufed to preferve hofpltality to thofe that came to their 
houfes, and, like the wild Arabs, obferved the ftridleft honour towards their guefts, or 
thofe that put implicit confidence in them. The Kennedies, two common thieves, took 
the young Pretender under protection, and kept him with faith inviolate, not with (laud¬ 
ing they knew an immenfe reward was offered for his head. They often robbed for 
his fupport, and, to fupply him with linen, they once furprized the baggage horfes of 
one of our general officers* They often went in difguife to Invemefs to buy pro- 
vifions for him. At length, a very confiderable time after, one of thefe poor fellows, 
who had virtue to rtfift the temptation of thirty thoufand pounds, was hanged for 
ilealir g a cow, value thirty (hillings* 

The greateft crime among thefe felons, was that of infidelity among theinfelves: a 
criminal underwent afummary trial, and, if convifled, never miffed of a capital punilh- 
nunt. 4 he chieftain had his officers, and different departments of government; he 
had H$ judge, to whom he entrufted the decifion of all civil difputes ; but, in criminal 
cauiee, tie chief, affifted perhaps by feme favourites, always undertook the procefs. 

14 The 
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The principal men of his family, or his officers, formed his council ; where every 
thine was debated renting their expeditions. Eloquence was held in great eiteem 
among them, for bv that they could fometimes work on their chieftain to change his 
opinion ; for, notwithftanding he kept the form of a council, he always referved the 

decifive vote in himfelf. , . oo 

When one man had a claim on another, but wanted power to make it good, it was 

held lawful for him to fteal from his debtor as many cattle as would lately his demand* 
provided he fent notice (as foon as he got out of reach of pnrfuit,) that he had them, 
and would return them, provided fatisfaftion was made on a certain day agreed on. 

When a creach, or great expedition, had been made agamft diftant. neids, t n. 
owners, as foon as difcovery was made, rofe in arms, and, with all their friends, made 
ini font purfuit, tracing the cattle by their track for perhaps fcores of talks. them 
nicety in diftinguiihing that of their cattle from thofe that were only cafually wander¬ 
ing, or driven, was amazingly fugacious. As foon as they arrived on an eflate where 
the track was loft, they immediately attacked the proprietor, and would oblige him to 
recover the track from his laud forwards, or to make good the lols they had fu (faulted. 
This cuftom had the force of law, which gave to the Highlanders this furpnzing lknl 

in the art of tracking. „ „ r 

It has been obferved before, that to fteal, rob, and plunder with dexterity, was ef- 
teemed as the higheft aft of heroifm. The feuds between the great families was one 
great caufc. There was not a chieftain but that kept, in feme remore valley in the 
depth of woods and rocks, whole tribes of thieves m readinefs to let loofe agamlt his 
neighbours; when, from fome public or private reafon, he did not judge it expedient 
to refent openly any real or imaginary affront. From this motive the greater chieftain- 
robbers always imported the leffer, and encouraged no fort of improvement on the 

eftates but what promoted rapine. _ . _ , r .... 

The createft of the heroes in the laft century, was Sir Ewin Cameron, whole lite 
is given in the other volume. He long refilled the power of Cromwell, but at length 
was forced to fubmit. He lived in ihe neighbourhood of the garrifon fixed by the 
ufurper at Inverlochy, His vaffals perfi/ted in their thefts, till Cromwell fent orders 
to the commanding-officer, that on the next robbery he fliould feize on the chieftain, 
and execute him in twenty-four hours, in cafe the thief was not delivered to juftice. 
An a a of rapine foon happened ; Sir Ewin received the meffage, who, mftead ot 
civinff him fell the trouble of looking out for the offender, hid hold of the firtt fellow 
he met with, fent him bound to Inver-lochy, where he was inftantly hanged. Crom¬ 
well, by this feverity, put a ftop to the exceffes, till the time ol the reftpration, when 
they* were renewed with double violence till the year 1745. . „ . 

Rob-Roy Macgregor was another diilmguilhed hero in the latter endot the but, anil 
the beginning or the prefent century. He contributed greatly, towards forming us 
profefiion into a feience, and eftabliftiing the police above mentioned. 1 he Duke ot 
Mont rofe unfortunately was his neighbour; Rob boy Irequently faved his Gi ace the 
trouble of colleding his rents; ufed to extort them from the tenants, and at the fame 
time gave them formal difeharges. But it was neither in the power of the Duke or ot 
any of the gentlemen he plundered to bring him to juthce io ftrongly protected was 
he by feveral great men to whom he was ufefol. Roy had his good qualities, he 
fpent his revenue generoufly ; and, ftrange to fay, was a true friend to the widow 

and orphan. . n 

jr v ery period of time gives new improvement to the atts. A ion ot oir Jiwm v*a- 

meron refined on thofe of Rob-Roy, and, mftead of diffipaiiug his gains, accumulated 

wealth. 
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wealth. He, like Jonathan Wild the Great, never ftole with his own hands, but con¬ 
duced his commerce with ail addrefs, and to an extent unknown before. He em ¬ 
ployed feveral companies, and fet the more adroit knaves at their head, and never fuf- 
fered merit to go unrewarded. He never openly received their plunder, but em¬ 
ployed agents to purchafe from them their cattle. He acquired confiderable pro¬ 
perty, which he was forced to leave behind, alter the battle oi Culloden gave the fatal 
blow to all their greatnefs. 

The lad of any eminence was the celebrated Barrifdale, who carried rhefe arts to 
the higheft pitch of perfeCion: befides exerting all the common practices, he im¬ 
proved 1 that article of commerce called the black meal to a degree beyond what was 
ever known to his predeceflors. This was a forced levy, fo called from its being com- 
monly paid in meal, which was raifed for and wide on the ettate of every nobleman 
and gentleman, in order that their cattle might be fecured from the letter thieves, over 
whom he fecretly prefided, and protected. He raifed an income of five hundred a 
year by thefe taxes; and behaved with genuine honour in reftoring, on proper con- 
fideration, the ftolen cattle of his friends. In this he bore feme refemblance to our 
Jonathan, but differed, in obfeiving a ftriC fidelity towards his own gang ; yet he was 
indefatigable in bringing to jufttce any rogues that interfered with his own. He was a 
man of poliflied behaviour, fine addrefs, and fine perfcn. He confidered himfelf in a 
very high light, as a benefactor to the public, and preferver of general tranquillity, fin- 
on the lilver plates, the ornaments of his Baldrick, he thus addrelfed his broad-fword: 

Fsc tibi crunt artes, pacis componere mores > 

Purcere fubje£lis ct dcbdlare fuptibos. 

Aug, 7. After a mod tempeftuous and rainy night, fail at eight o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing, defigning to reach the found of Mull but the wind proving contrary, we ran 
over to Ifle Oranfay in the iOe of Skie, a fafe harbour \ where we continued confined 
by adverfe winds till the next day. 

Aug* 8. At half an hour after one at noon, fail. As foon as we got out, we 
found a vaft fwell from the fury of the lafl night's dorm; the waves mountainous, 
but, thanks to a gentle breeze, we made our way finely through them. 

Pafs on the eaft, Lochmevifli, or the lake of Heaven, a fine and pifturefque inlet 

Pol-morrer where fmall craft may lie. About half a mile inland from this bay is 
the great frefh-water lake called Loch-morrer; next is the country of Arifaig, and its 
celebrated point; for within this, a little to the fouth, in Loch-nan-ua, or the bay of 
caves, landed the young Pretender, on July 25, 1745 ; and from hence concluded his 
Phaetonic expedition, September 20th of the following year. The two frigates that lay 
there in May of the fame fummer, with amis and ammunition, had an engagement off 
this point with two of ours, and maintained their ftation. They landed part of their 
ft ores, but finding the caufe defperate, returned to France with feveral of the fugitives 
from the battle of Culloden* 

Sail by Loch-Hallyort, and the country of Moydart, the moft foutberly part of the 
fhire of Invernefs* Leave to the weft the point of Slate in Skie ; the vaft hills of Bla- 
ven and Cuchullin open to view, then fucceeds the mountainous Rum ; keep dofe 
under the ifle of Egg, diftinguiflied by the lofty fpire of Squr-egg. Pafs immediately 
under the point of Ard-na-murchan, the tnoft northern part of Argylefhire. . Turn 
into the found of Mull, a fine opening five miles broad : to the eafl of the point is 
Loch-funart, penetrating deeply into the country of Morven. At the head is Stron- 
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tian, noted for a lead-mine. About nine o’clock at night anchor in Tobir Moire bay, 

111 This^bayk^moft beautiful circular bafon, formed by Mull on one fide, and the die 
of Calve on the other. All the banks are verdant and erobellifhed at this time with 
three cafcades. It takes its name from a chapel and well, dedicated to the Virgin 
Marv Here in'1588 the Florida, one of Philip’s invincible Armada was blown up 
aftet the difperfion of the fleet; fome fay by accident, others by the defperate refota* 
tion of a Scotchman. Several attempts were made to recover the funk treafure. One 
in 1688, by William Sacheverel, Efq. who fitted up diving bells, and tried them with 
luccefs at the depth of ten fathom, and report fays, he got up much treafure. A piece 
of the wreck was given me by an old inhabitant of the place j to be preferred in me¬ 
mory of this fignal providence, fo beautifully acknowledged by Queen Elizabeth in 
the motto of the medal ftruck on the oceafion : 

Afflavit Deus, et difflpantur. 

In this bay alfo the unfortunate Earl of Argyle may be faid to have wrecked both life 
and fortune, in the year 1686 : for in this place he made the firft landing with a few 
friends, in his fatal invafion in concert with the Duke of Monmouth. _ I he moll in¬ 
human medal I ever faw (next to that in memory of the maifacre of Pans, by. Charles 
IX.) is one in my poffeflion, ftruck by James II. on occafion of the fed cataftrophe of 
thefe two noblemen. Their heads are placed on two altars, at whole bafe are their 
bleeding corpfes ; the motto, 

Ambftia malefuada nut, 

A little north is Bloody-bay, fo called from a fen-fight between a Macdonald of the 
ifles and his fon. The former was lupported by Heftor Obhar Macleane, the fame who 
died glorioufly at the battle of Floddon, covering his monarch, James IV #> from the 

arrows of the Enchfti archers* , c , . 

On the oppofite {here of Morven is Dun-an-gal, a ruined caftle of the Macleaaes. 

Jn this the rebels of 1719 put a final! garrifon, which foon furrendered to one of our 

men of war that attacked it. t t . 1 1^ 11 

Au^- 0* Leave Tober Moire at eight o clock in the morning, and about half pa It 

ten, anchor oppofite to Aros caftle, feated on a rock above the fea, and once a fiat of 
Macdonald ofThe ifles. At the foot of the rock is the rum of an oval pier, where he 

iecured his boats. lt _ . t r , ■ T 

Breakfaft with Mr. Campbel of Aros, and colled a few particulars of this rough 

ifland • that it is twenty-four Scotch miles long, and about the fame in breadth; that 
it is divided into three great parifhes, viz. Torcay, Rofs, andkilmore, or Kil-iuman, 
containing in all near four thoufand catechifable perfons j that it is in general rocky 
and barren, and does not yield com enough for its inhabitants * that it: fends out an¬ 
nually about eighteen hundred head of cattle, fold from thirty to fifty fhllmgs a-piece; 
that there are but few flieep ; that the graziers have fullered greatly this year by the 
lofs of cattle, but that none of the people have as yet migrated. 1 hat the ulual manure 
is (hell fend, which the farmers procure from Tir-ey. That there is coahn the ifland 
nearly inacceffible by the badnels of the roads! and that this mod important article, 
which alone would bring wealth and comfort to the ifle is unaccountably negleded! 

The ifland was originally part of the dominions of the Lords of the Ifles, but in 
after-times became the. poffeilion of the antient and valiant family of the Macleanes, 
who ftill retain half. The other moiety is the litigated property of the Duke of Ar- 
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gyle, whofe anceftor poffefled himfelf of it in 1674, on account of a debt; and after 
the courts of law had made an adjudication in his favour, he was obliged to fupport 
their decree by force of 3 rms. 

Sail again down the found, which in general is about four miles broad ; the coafl 
on both fides hopes and is patched with corn-land. The northern coaft is Morven, the 
celebrated country of Fingal. 

Leave on the fide Loch-aylin, a fafe harbour, with a moft contraffed entrance. A 
little farther is Caftle-ardtornilli, a ruin on a low headland jutting into the found, 
where in 1641, John Earl of Rofs, and Lord of the Ifles, lived in regal ftate*. His 
treaty with Edward IV. is dated, ex caftella noftro AraMhornh Oftoris. 19, A. D. 1441 f. 

On the Mull fide is Mzc-allefter’s bay, and below that, where the found opens to 
the eafl is Caftle duart, once the feat of the Macleanes, lords of the ifland, but now 
garrifoned by a lieutenant and a detachment from Fort-William. Morven, near Ard- 
tornilh, begins to grow lofty and wooded j and the Mull beyond this caftle appears 
very mountainous. 

Traverfe the broad water of Loch-linnhe, which leads up to Lochaber. Have a 
fine view of the vaft mountains, and the picturefque hills of Glen-co. Pafs to the 
fcuthern end of Lifmore, and fleer north between that ifle and Middle Lorn. Sail by 
the ifle of Kerrera, noted for the death of Alexander II. in 1249, while he lay there 
with a mighty fleet meditating the conquefl: of the Hebrides, then poflefied by the Nor¬ 
wegians. 

Oppofite to this ifland, in Lorn, is the bay of Oban, where are the cuftom-houfe 
and poft.office. 

- On a great rock within land, precipitous on three fides, is the cattle of Dunolly, once 
the refidence of the chieftains of Lorn. 

Continue our courfe; and, palling with difficulty through a very narrow found, 
formed by the Ilan Beach and the main land, arrive in a fine hay. Anchor under the 
antient caftle of Dim-ftaftage, or Stephen’s Mount; and Inftantly receive, and accept, 
a moft polite invitation from the owner, Mr. Campbel. 

This caftle is fabled to have been founded by Ewin, a Pl&ifli monarch, cotemporary 
with Julius Cmfar, naming it after himfelf Evonium. I11 fa£t, the founder is unknown, 
but it is certainly of great antiquity, and the firft feat of the PiSifli and Scottifli princes. 
In this place was long preferved the famous ftone, the Palladium of North Britain ■ 
brought, fays Legend, out of Spain, where it was firft ufed as a feat of juftice by Ge- 
thalus, coeval with Mofes. It continued here as the coronation chair fill the rei>n of 
Kenneth the Second, who removed it to Scone, in order to fecure his reign j for, ac¬ 
cording to the infeription, 

Ni fallal fat urn, Scot!, quocunque locatum 
Invenient lap idem, regnare tenentur ibidem, 

Mr. Campbel Ihewed to me a very pretty little ivory image, found in a ruinous part 
of the caftle, that was certainly cut in memory of this chair, and appears to have been 
an inauguration fculpture. A crowned monarch is reprefented fitting in it with 
book in one hand, containing the laws of the land, which he was fwearinc to ob- 
hand't * hejr never took the oa *h by killing the Bible,, but by holding up the right 

* Guthrie, iv. 68. ^ Rymer’s Fsed. is. 487. 

4 Anonymous Correfpofident, dating Gray’s Inn, Nov. igtb, 1780. 
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The cattle is fquare; the infide only cighty-feven feet, partly ruinous, partly habit- 
able. At three of the corners are round towers, one of them projects very little. The 
entrance is towards the lea at prefent by a ftair-cafe, in old times probably by a draw¬ 
bridge, which fell from a little gateway. The mafonry appears very ancient, the tops 
battlemented. This pile is feated on a rock, whofe fides have been pared to render it 
precipitous, and to make it conform to the lhape of the cattle. 

In 1307 this cattle was poflefi'ed by Alexander Macdougal, Lord of Argyle, a friend 
to the Englifli; but was that year reduced by Robert Bruce, when Macdougal fued for 
peace with that prince, and was received into favour *. 

I find, about the year 1455, this to have been a refidence of the Lord of the Ifles; for 
here James latt Earl of Douglas, after his defeat in Annandale t, fled to Donald the 
Regulus of the time, and prevailed on him to take arms, and carry on a plundering 
war again!! his monarch Janies the Second. 

At a fmall diftance from the cattle is a ruined chapel, once an elegant building, and 
at one end an indofure, a family ceinelry, built in 1740. Oppofite to thefe is a high 
precipice, ending abrupt, and turning fuddenly toward the fouth-eaft. A perfon con¬ 
cealed in the recefs of the rock, a little beyond the angle, furprizes friends ftationed 
at fome diftance beneath the precipice, with a very remarkable echo of any word, or 
even fentence he pronounces, which reaches the latt diftin& and unbroken. The re¬ 
petition is Angle, but remarkably clear, 

Aug. 1 o. After breakfait ride along the edge of a beautiful bay, with the borders 
fertile in fpots. The bear almoft ripe. Crofs a ferry at Connel, or Conf huil, or the 
raging flood, from a furious cataraft of falt-water at the ebb of fpring tides. This 
place is the difcharge of the waters of Loch-etive into the fea, where it fuddenly con¬ 
trails to a fmall breadth ; and immediately above, certain rocks jut out, which move 
immediately direct the vaft pent up waters to this little ftrait, where they gu£h out with 
amazing violence, and form a fall of near ten feet. 

Loch-etive runs far up the country, and receives the waters of Loch-aw at Bunaw. 
Here is at times a confiderable falmon fifliery, but at prefent very poor. See at a dif¬ 
tance, on the northern bank, the fite of Ard-chattan, a priory of monks of Valiis 
Caulium, founded, A. D. 1250, by Duncan Mac-coul, anceftor of the Maedougals of 
Lorn. Here Robert Bruce is faid to have held a parliament, but more probably a 
council; for he remained long matter of this country before he got entire polfeflion 
of Scotland. 

A mile from Connel, near the Ihore, isDun-Mac-Sniochain, the ancient Beregonium, 
Borogomum. The foundation of this city, as it is called, is attributed by apocryphal 
hiftory to Fergus II. and was called the chief in Scotland for many ages : it was at belt 
fuch a city as Casfar found in our ifland at the time of his invafion; an oppidum, or 
fortified town, placed in a thick wood, fumranded with a rampart and fofs, a place of 
retreat from invaders J. Along the top of the beach is a raifed mound, the defence 
againft a hidden landing. This, from the idea of here having been a city, is ftyled, 
Straid-a-mhargai, or market-ftreet; within this are two rude ereft columns, about fix 
feet high, and nine and a half in girth, behind thefe a peat-mofs, on one fide a range 
of low hills, at whofe neareft extremity is an entrenchment called Dun-valire. On 
the weftern fide of the morals is an oblong infulated hill, on whofe fummit, the country- 
people fay there had been feven towers, I could only perceive three or four excavations 
of no certain form, and a dike around them. 

* Barbour. f Lives of the Douglafles, 20 1 , 

J De Bello Galileo, lib. v. ci' 21. 
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In mod parts of the hill are dug up great quantities of different forts of pumices, or 
fcoria of different kinds: of them one is the pumex cinerarias ; the other the P. molar is 
of Linnaeus; the laft very much refembling fome that Mr. Banks favoured me with 
from the ifland of Iceland. The hill is doubtlefs the work of a volcano, of which this 
is not the only veflige in North Britain. 

Ride on a fine road to Ard-muchnage, the feat of the late Sir Duncan Campbell; a 
very handfome houfe, and well finifhed. Sir Duncan, at the age of forty, began to 
planr, aild lived to fee the extenfive plantations in his garden, and on the pifturefque 
hills round his lands, arrive to perfection. The country about rifes into a lofty but 
narrow eminence, now finely wooded, extending in a curvature, forming one fide of an 
enchanting bay, the other impending over the fea. 

On my return obferve, near the hill of the feven towers, a druidical circle, formed 
of round ftones placed clofe together. The area is twenty-fix feet in diameter ; and 
about ten feet diftant from the outfide is an erefl pillar feven feet high. At fuch ftones 
as thei'e, my learned friend, the late Dr. William Borlafe *, remarks, might have flood 
the officers of the high prieft, to command filence among the people, or fome inferior 
perfon verfed in the ceremonies, to obferve that none were omitted, by warning the 
officiating prieft, in cafe any efcaped his memory. 

Return, and lie on board. 

Auguft ii. Weigh anchor at fix o’clock in the morning. Sail by the back of 
Loch-nel hill, forming a molt beautiful crefcent, partly cultivated, partly covered with 
wood to the fummit. Land near the north end of the ifle of Lifmore, which is about 
nine miles long, one and a half broad,and contains about fifteen hundred inhabitants f. 
It derives its name from Liofmor, or the great garden ; but tradition fays it was ori¬ 
ginally a great deer forefl; and as a proof, multitudes of flag horns of uncommon fizcs 
are perpetually dug up in the moffes. At prefent there is fcarce any wood; but the 
lefler vegetables grow with uncommon vigour. The chief produce of the land is bear 
and oats: the fir ft is raifed in great quantity, but abufed by being diddled into whilky. 
The crops of oats are generally applied to the payment of rent; fo that the inhabitants 
are obliged for their fubfiftence annually to import much meal. 

The ground has in moft parts the appearance of great fertility, but is extremely ill- 
managed, and much impoverifhed by excels of tillage, and n eg left of manure. Pit and 
rock marie are found here. The whole ifle lies on a lime-ftone rock, which in many 
places peeps above ground, forming long feries of low fharp ridges. No ufe can be 
made of this as a manure for want of fuel to bum it. The peat here is very bad, being 
mixed with earth ; it muft firft be trampled with the feet into a confiftence ; is then 
formed into fmall flat cakes, and muft afterwards be expofed on the ground to dry. 

About a hundred head of cattle are annually exported, which are at prefent remark¬ 
ably fmall: they feem to have degenerated, for I faw at Ard-muchnage the fkull of an 
ox dug up in this ifland, that was of much larger dimenfions than any now living in 
Great Britain. 

Horfes are in this ifland very fliort-lived: they are ufed when about two or three 
years old ; and are obferved foon to lofe all their teeth. Both they and the cows are 
houfed during winter, and fed on ftraw. 

Otters are found here; but neither foxes, hares, nor rats. Mice are plentiful, and 
very deftru&ive. 

There are three fmall lakes: two abound with fine trout; the third only with eels. 
Variety of the duck kind frequent thefe waters during winter. 

* Anti^. Cornwall. + Or between goo and icoo examinable perfon®. 
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Walk up to a Dr.niih fort: at prefenc the height is feventeen Feet; within the wall is 
a gallery, and round the area a feat, as in that defcribed in Ilay, 

Vifit the church, now a mean modern building. In the church-yard are two or three 
old tombs, with cly mores engraven on them: here is alib a remarkable tomb, confiding 
of nothing more than a thick log of oak. This fubllitute for a grave-ftone niufl have 
been in this country of great antiquity, there being no word in the Erfe language to 
exprefs the laft, it not being ftyled leichd litbidb, a grave Jigne, but darag litbidb, or a 
grave log. On a live rock are cut the radii of a dial, but the index is loll. On another 
rock is a finall excavated bafon, perhaps one of the rock batons of Dr. Borlafe, in times 
of druidifm ufed for religious purpofes. 

This ifland had been the file of the bifhop of Argyle: the fee was disjoined from that 
of Dunkeld about the year 1200, at the requeft of John the Englifhman bilhop of that 
diocefe. There are no reliques of the cathedral or the bifliop’s houfe, whofe relidence 
was fuppofed to have been latterly in the cattle of Achanduin, on the well fide of the 
ifle, oppofite to Duart in Mull. 

The inhabitants in general are poor, are much troubled with fore eyes, and in the 
fpring are a/flitted with a coltivenefs that often proves fatal. At that l'eafon all their 
provifions are generally confumed, and they are forced to live on fheeps’ milk boiled, 
to which the diftemper is attributed. 

The ifle of Lifmore forms but a finall part of the parilh : the extent is not to be com¬ 
prehended by an Englilhman. From the point of Lifmore to the extremity of Kinloch- 
beg is forty-two computed miles, befides nine in Kingerloch. It comprehends this ifle, 
Appin Duror, Glenco, Glencreran, and Kingerloch, and contains three thoufand exa¬ 
minable perfons, under the care of one minilter and two miflionaries. 

Get on board, and have in mid-channel a molt delightful view: the woods of Loch- 
nell; the houfe of Airds; beyond is the cattle of EUenftalker, feated in a little ifle; the 
country of Appin; the vail mountains of Lochaber; Dunoliy, Lifmore, and various 
other ifles of grotelque appearance *. To the fouth appear the Slate illands, Scarba, 
Jura, and Ilay ; and to the weft, Oranfay and Colonfay. 

Sail between Inch and the Maire ifles, leaving the noted Slate ifland of Eufdale to the 
eaft, and clofe to it Suj'I and Luing, chiefly the property of the Earl of Breadalbane: 
within thefe are the harbours of Eufdale, of Cuain, between Luing and Suil; Bardrife, 
oflF Luing j and below is that of Black-muil bay. 

Oppofite to Luing, on the weft, is a groupe of rough little ifles, of which Plada and 
Belna-hua are productive of Hate. In the broad bafon between thefe and Luing is a 
moft rippling tide; even in this calm forces us along with vaft celerity and violence: 
the whole furface difordered with eddies and whirlpools, rifing firft with furious boil¬ 
ings, driving and vanilhing with the current. Anchor under the eaft fide, beneath the 
vaft mountain of Scarba, an ifland of great height, about five miles long, chiefly covered 
with heath; but on this fide are fome woods, and marks of cultivation. Mr. Macleane 
lives on this fide, and favours us with a vifit, and offers his lervice to Ihcw us the cele¬ 
brated gulph of Corry-vrekan ; which we did not wait till morning to fee, as our ex- 
peftations were railed to the higheft pitch, and we < thought of nothing lefs than that it 
would prove a fecond Mal-ftrom. We accordingly took a moft fatiguing walk up the 
mountain, through heath of an uncommon height, fwarming with grous. We arrived 
in an ill hour, for the tide did not fuit, and we faw little more than a very ftrong 
current, 

* Among diem that of Duris/Wrc- 
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Auguft 12. This morning we take boat, and after rowing two miles, land and walk 
along the rocks till we reach a fit place for furveying this phenomenon. The channel 
between this ifle and Jura is about a mile broad, expofed to the weight of the Atlantic, 
which pours in its waters here with great force, their courfe being direfted and confined 
by the found between Colonfay and Mull. The tide had at this time made two hours 
flood, and ran with a furious current, great boilings, attended with much foam *, and in 
many places formed confiderable whirlpools. O11 the fide of Jura the current dafhes, 
as is reafonable to fuppofe, againft fome funk rocks. It forms there a moft dreadful 
back-tide, which in tempefts catches up the vefl'els that the whirlpools fling into it; fo 
that altnoft certain deftru&ion attends thofe that are fo unfortunate as to be forced in at 
thofe feafons. It was our ill-luck to fee it in a very pacific ftate, and paflable without the 
leaft hazard. 

The chief whirlpool lies on the Scarba fide, near the weft end. Here, as that fkilful 
pilot Mr. Murdock Mackenzie affured me, it is of various depths, viz. 36, 4 7, 83 and 91 
fathoms, and at fome places unfathomable : the tranfitions hidden, from the leffer to 
the greater depths: the bottom all fliarp rocks with vaft chafms between; and a fa- 
tbcmlrfs one where the greateft vortex lies, from which, to the eaftem end of Scarba, 
clofeto fhore, the depth are 13, 9, 12. 

There is another whirlpool off a little ifle on the weft end of Jura, which contributes 
to the horrors of the place. In great ftorms the tides run at the rate of fifteen miles an 
hour ; the height of ihe boilings are faid to be dreadful, and the whole rage of the wa¬ 
ters unfpeakable. It is not therefore wonderful that there fhould have been here a cha¬ 
pel of the Virgin, whofe afliftance was often invoked, for my billorian f fays, that fhe 
worked numbers of miracles, doubtlefsly in favour of diftreffed mariners. 

Scarba contains forty inhabitants. Mr. Mac-leane, the proprietor, resides here. 
V/hen he favoured us with his company, he came with two of his fons and their tutorj 
for in North Britain there is no gentleman of ever fo finall an eftate, but ttrictly attends 
to the education of his children, as the fure foundation of their future fortune. A 
perfon properly qualified and eafify procured at a cheap rate attends in the family, where 
the father fees that juftice is done to them, at far lefs expence than if he fent them to 
diftant fchools. 

Leave Scarba; pafs between Nether-Lorn and the ifles of Luing and Suil to the eaft, 
and of Toracy and Shuna to the weft, ail inhabited, and -the fir ft almofl covered with 
excellent com. In Toracy is an ancient tower once belonging to the great Mac-donald, 
who made it his half-way hunting feat in his progrefs from Canty re to his northern 
ifles; for which reafon it w r as called Dog caftle; and here he made it a moft laudable 
ruletorefide till he had fpent the whole of his revenue colle&ed in the neighbourhood. 
According to the report {, thefe ifles and part of the neighbouring mainland form a 
parifh, whofe church is in Suil. 

Take boat; turn at the point of Suil, am carried by a rapid tide through the gut of 
Cuan $ vifit Eufdale, the noted flate ifland, whofe length is about half a niile, and com¬ 
pos'd entirely of flate, interfered, and in fome parts covered, with whin-ftone, to the 
thicknefs of fixteen feet: the ftratum of flate is thirty-fix, dipping quick fouth-eaft to 
north-weft. In order to be railed, it is at firft blafted with powder; the greater pieces 
are then divided, carried off in wheel-barrows, and laftly iplit into the merchantable 

* From it* varied colours it is called Coirebhreacain, or the fpotted or plaidcd cauldron, 

J Sordini, lib. 11. c 10. 

■ khyk by the gentleman fent, in 17 Go, by order of the General Affcmbly, to iufpett the ftate of religion 
in the iflands, &c. MS. b 

■ i % lizes, 
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fizeSj from eighteen by fourteen inches, to nine by fix, and put on board at the price ’ 
of twenty fliillings per thoufand. About two millions and a half are fold annually to 
England, Norway, Canada, and the Weft Indies. In the Hates are multitudes of cubic 
pyrites. In one place, about fixteen feet above high-water-mark, juft over the Hates, is 
a thick bed of fmall fragments, worn fmooth, as if by the aftion of the waves, and mixed 
with them are multitudes of the common fea Ihells ; a proof of the vaft retreat of the 
ocean in thefe parts. 

There are many other good flate quarries in this neighbourhood, as on the ifles of 
Suil, Euing, Balna-hua, and Kerrera, and feme few oppofite to them on the coaft of 
Nether-Lorn, 

The boat takes us the length of the weftern fide of Suil, At the north point, turn 
into Clachan Firth, the narroweft ftrait I ever was in, dividing that ifland from Lorn, 
in parts fo contracted as would admit the flinging an arch from fhore to Ihore. The 
depth is very various: in forne parts fifty fathoms ; in others fo Ihallow as to be ford¬ 
able at the ebb of fpring-tides. On the banks of the ifland and mainland, the ftrata of 
ftone rife in form of walls, of a great height, and not above two feet and a half thick, 
extending far, fo as eafily to be miftaken for the bounds of an inclofure. 

Arrived in the beautiful bay of Ard-tnaddie, or the height of the wolves. A hcufe 
fmall, but elegant, ftands in front, and the fides of the bay high, entirely doathed with 
wood. Here I find the kindeft welcome from my worthy acquaintance. Captain Archi¬ 
bald Campbell, tenant here to the Earl of Breadalbane, who, with the utmoft friendfhip, 
during the voyage charged himfelf with the care of my groom and my horfes. Here 
I alio took leave of Mr. Archibald Thompfon, whofe attention to the objeXs of my 
enquiries, obliging conduct throughout, and fkill in his profeffion, demand my warmelt 
acknowledgments. Thus ended this voyage of amufement, fuccefsful and fatisfaflory 
in every part, unlefs where embittered with reflections on the fufferings of my fellow- 
creatures. Gratitude forbids my filence refpefting the kind reception I univerfally met 
with ; or the aftive zeal of every one to facilitate my purfuits j or the liberal commu¬ 
nication of every fpecies of information, ufetul or entertaining. 

I retired to my chamber, filled with reflexions on the various events of my voyage j 
and every fcene by turns prefented itfelf before my imagination. As foon as my eyes 
were doled, I difcovered that “ the flumber of the body was but the waking of the 
foul All I had feen appeared to have been dull and clouded to my apprehenfion, 
ferving to evince “ that our waking conceptions do not match the fancies of our fleep f.” 
I imagined myfelf again gently wafted down the found of Mull, bounded on each fide 
by the former dominions of mighty chieftains, or of heroes immortalized in the verfe of 
Oflian. My bufy fancy was worked into a fpecies of enthuliafin, and for a time it 

Bodied forth 

The forms of tilings unknown j 

Turned them to fhapc, and gave Lo airy nothing 

A local habitation and a name* 

A figure, dreffed in the garb of an ancient warrior, floated in the air before me: his 
target and his clymore feemed of no common fize, and fpoke the former ftrength of 
the hero. A graceful vigour was apparent in his countenance, notwkhftanding time 
had robbed him of part of his locks, and given to the remainder a venerable hoarinel's. 
As foon as he had fixed my attention, he thus feemed to addrefs himfelf to me : 


• Brown's Religio Medici. 
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« Stranger, thy purpofe is not unknown to mej I have attended thee (invifible) in 
all thy voyage ; have fympathifed with thee in the rifing tear at the mifery of ray once- 
loved country ; and fighs, fuch as a fpirit can emit, have been faithful echoes to thofe 
of thy corporeal frame. 

“ Know, that in the days of my exiftence on earth I poflefled an ample portion of the 
tract thou feeft to the north. I was the dread of the neighbouring chieftains j the de¬ 
light of. my people, their prote&or, their friend, their father: no injury they ever re¬ 
ceived pafled unrevenged; for no one excelled me in conferring benefits on my clan, or 
in repaying infults on their enemies. A thoufand of my kindred followed me in arms, 
wherefoever I commanded. Their obedience was to me implicit, for my word was to 
them a law; my name the moil facred of oaths. I was (for nothing now can be con¬ 
cealed) fierce, arrogant, defpotic, irritable: my paffions were ftrong, my anger tremen¬ 
dous ; yet I had the arts of conciliating the affe&ions of my people, and was the darling 
of a numerous brave. They knew the love I bore them : they faw, on a thoufand oc- 
cafions, the ftrongefl proofs of my affection. In the day of battle I have covered the 
weak with my fhield, and laid at my feet their hoflile antagonifts. The too* grateful 
vaflal, in return, in the next conflict, has fprung before me, and received in his own 
bofom the fliaft that has been levelled at mine. In retreats from over-powering num¬ 
bers, I was ever lad in the field. I alone have kept the enemy at bay, and purchafed 
fafety for my people with a hundred wounds. 

“ In the fhort intervals of peace my hall was filled with my friends and kindred: my 
■hofpitality was equal to my deeds of arms; and hecatombs of beeves and deer covered 
my rude but welcome tables. My neared relations fat next to me, and then fucceeded 
the braveft of my dan; and below them, the emulous youth leaned forward to hear 
the gallant recital of our pail aftions. Our bards rehearfed the valiant deeds of our 
great anceftors, and inflamed our valour by the fublimity of their verfe, accompanied 
with the infpiring found of the ear-piercing peebirechts. 

“ The crowds of people that attended at an humble diftance partook of my bounty: 
their families were my care j for I beheld in'their boys a future fupport of the greatnefs 
of my ho life, an hereditary race of warriors. 

“ My numerous kindred lived on lands the gift of my diftant progenitors, who took 
care to plant their children near the main frock : the cions took firm root, and proved 
in after-times a grateful fhelter to the parent tree, againft the fury of the feverefl ftorms. 
Thefe I confidered, not as mercenary tenants, but as the friends of good and of ad verfe 
fortune. . Their tenures were eafy, their duchas * inviolate : I found my intereft inter¬ 
woven with theirs. In fupport of our mutual welfare, they were enabled to keep a be¬ 
coming hofpitality.. They cherifhed their neighbouring dependents; and could receive 
my vifits in turn with a well-covered board. 

“ Strong fidelity and warm friendfliip reigned among us; dlfturbed perhaps by the 
momentary gulls of my paffions: the fun that warmed them might experience a frxort 
obfeurity; but the cloud foon pafled away, and the beams of love returned with im¬ 
proved advantage. I lived beloved and revered : I attained the fulnefs of years and of 
glory ; and finilhed my courfe, attended to my grave with the full coranicb of my la¬ 
menting people. 

“ % progeny for a time fupported the great and wild magnificence of the feudal 
reign. Their diftance from court unfortunately prevented them from knowing that 

* ^ r ro ™ dulhajcli, native country. They held their farms at a fmall rent, from father to fon, by a kind 

, P r , ,. I'K , ’ w “ |C h the Highlanders called duchut. This tenure, in the feudal times, was efteemed 

(acred and inviolable. 

they 
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they had a fuperior; and their ideas of loyalty were regulated only by the refpeft or 
attention paid to their fancied independency. Their vaffals were happy or miferable, 
according to the difpofition of the little monarch of the time. Two centuries, from my 
days, had elapfed before their greatnefs knew its final period. The ffiackles of the 
feudal government were at length ft ruck off, and poffibly happinefs was announced to 
the meaneft vaffal. The target, the dirk, and the clymore, too long abufed, were 
wrefted from our hands, and we were bid to leam the arts of peace, to fpread the net, 
to flioot the Ihuttle, or to cultivate the ground. 

« The mighty chieftains, the brave and difinterefted heroes of old times, by a mo ft 
violent and furprifing transformation, at once funk into rapacious landlords; determined 
to eompenfate the lofs of power with the increafe of revenue; to exchange the warm 
affe&ions of their people for fordid craffi. Their vifits, to thofe of their forefathers, 
are like the furveys of a cruel land-jobber, attended by a fet of quick- fighted vultures, 
fkilled in pointing out the moft exquifite methods of oppreffion, or to inttruft them in 
the art of exhau(ting their purfes of Aims to be wafted in diftant lands. Like the talk- 
matters of Egypt, they require them to make brick without ftraw. They leave them 
in their primaeval poverty, uninftru&ed in any art for their future fupport; deprived 
of the wonted refources of the hofpitality of their lord, or the plentiful boards of his 
numerous friends. They experience an inftantaneous defertion; are flung at once into 
a new ftate of life, and demand the fettering hand as much as the moft infant colony. 
When I hover over our vales, I fee the fame nakednefs exift, the fame rnifery in habita¬ 
tion, the fame idle difpofition. Would I could have feen the fame fpirit and vigour as 
in days of yore! But the powers of their fouls are funk with oppreffion, and thofe of 
their bodies loft with want. They look up in defpair at our deferred eaftles; and, worn 
out with famine and difeafe, drop into an unnoticed grave. 

« The ties of affeCtion amongft relations are now no moreno diftin&ion is at pre- 
fent made betwixt proximity of blood and the moft diftant ftranger. Intereft alone 
creates the preference of man to man. The thoufands that with joy expected the return 
of their chieftain, now retire with fullen grief into their cottages ; or, in little grouper, 
exprefs their rage in curfes both loud and deep. No vaffal now fprings to receive the- 
weapon levelled at the breaft of the lord, but rather wiflies to plant his own in the bofom 
of the oppreffor. 

« The ancient native, full of the idea of the manly look of the warriors and friends 
of his youth, is loft in admiration at the degenerate progeny: feature and habit are 
changed ; the one effeminated, the other become ridiculous by adopting the idle fa- 
Ihions of foreign climes : loll to the love of their country ! loft to all the fweet afteftions 
of patriarchal life! What then, may I fay, are the fruits of your travels ? What arts 
have you brought home, that will ferve to bring fubfiftence to your people ? To re* 
compence them for your drafted revenues ? What to clothe the naked ? To feed the 
hungry ? To furnifli them with more comfortable protection from the inclemency of 
the weather ? They require no great matters ; a fmall portion of raiment, a little meal. 
With fad comparifon they learn, that chieftains ftill exift, who make their people their 
care ; and with envy they hear of the improving ftate of the vaffals of an Argyle, an 
Athol, a Breadalbane, and a Bute. . 

“ Return to your country : inform them with your prefence; reftore them to the 
laudable part of the ancient manners; eradicate the bad. Bring them inftru&ors, and 
they would learn. Teach them arts adapted to their climate; they would brave the 
fury of our feas in fiffiing. Send them materials for the coarfer manufactures; they 
would with patience fit down to the loom; they would weave the fails to waft your 
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navies to victory; and part of them rejoice to fhare the glory in the moft diftant 
combats, Select a portion of them for the toils of the ocean : make your levies, en¬ 
roll them; difcipline [them under able veterans, and fend annually to our ports 
the fmaller veflels of your tremendous navy. • Truft them with fwords, and a fmall re¬ 
taining pay. If you have doubts, eftablifh a place d’armes, in vacant times, the depo- 
fite of their weapons, under proper garrifon. They would fubmit to any reftri&ions ; 
and think no reftraints, founded on the fafety of the whole, an infringement of liberty, 
or an invafion of property. Legiflature has given them their manumiffion ; and they 
no longer confider themfelves as part of the live ftock of their chieftain. Draft them 
to diftant climes, and they will facrifice their lives in the juft caufe of government with 
as much zeal as their fore-fathers did under the lawlefs direction of my valiant anceftors. 
Limit only the time of their warfare; lweeten it only with the hopes of a return to their 
native country, and they will become willing fubftitutes for their Southern brethren. 
Occupied in the foft arts of peace, thofe ftiould extend your manufactures ; and thefe 
would defend your commerce. Perfuade their governors to experience their zeal ; and 
let courtly favour rife and fall with their actions- Have not thoufands in the late war 
proved their fincerity ? Have not thoufands expiated with their blood the folly of re¬ 
bellion, and the crimes of their parents ? 

If you will totally negleft them; if you will not refide among them ; if you will 
not, by your example, inftruft them in the fcience of rural ceconomy, nor caufe them 
to be taught the ufelul arts: if you cannot obtain leave for them to devote themfelves to 
the fervice of their country, by deeds of arms ; do not at leaft drive them to defpair, 
by oppreffion: do not force them into a diftant-land, and neceffitate them to feek tran¬ 
quillity by a meafure which was once deemed the punifhment ofthemoft atrocious crimi¬ 
nals. Do not be guilty of treafon againft your country, by depriving it of multitudes of 
ufeful members, whofe defence it may too foonwant, againft our natural enemies. Do 
not create a new fpecies of diiaffeftion ; and let it not receive a more exalted venom, in 
a continent replete with the moll dangerous kind. Extremes of change are always the 
worft. How dreadful will be iheonce-exiftent folly of Jacobitifm, transformed into the 
accurfed fpirit of political libertiniftn! 

Leave them (if you will do no more) but the bare power of exiftence in their na¬ 
tive country, and they will not envy you your new luxuries. Wade your hours in the 
lap of diftipation ; refign yourfelf up to the fafcinations of Acrafia; and fport in the 
bower of bills. Cover your tables with delicacies, at the expence of your familhed 
clans, lhink not of the wretches, at thofe feafons, leaft your appetite for the hors 
d’ouvres be palled, and you feel a momentary remorfe for death occafioned by ye, ye 
thoughtlefs deferters of your people! With all my failings, I exult in innocence of fuch 
crimes; and felicitate myfelf on my aerial ftate, capable of withdrawing from the fight 
ofmiferies I cannot alleviate, and of oppreffions I cannot prevent.” 
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A TOUR IN SCOTLAND, ^fc.—PART IL 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

THIS fecond part brings my journies of 1769 and 1772 to a conclufion. I beg 
leave to return thanks'to the feveral gentlemen who gave themfelves the trouble of fup- 
plying me with materials, and with variety of remarks and ftrittures that have lerved 
to correct the many miftakes I may have committed. I hold myfelf peculiarly indebted 

to 

■-Frazer, Efq. of Invemefs; 

The Rev. Mr. Mac-intyre, of Glenurchie 
The Rev. Dr. Fergufon, of Mouline ; 

The Rev. Dr. Billet, of Logierait j 
John Mackenzie, Efq. of Deivin; 

Mr, Thomas Marfliall of Perth j 
Dr. Drummond ; 

The Rev. Mr. Duff, of Tibbirmoorj. 

The Rev. Mr, Scott, of Meigle; 

John Hafihurton,.Efq. of Dundee ; 

The Rev. Mr. Bell, of Aberbrothic j 

Patrick Scott, Efq. of Roflie j 

Mr. Alexander Chriftie, late Provoft ofMontrofe j 

Robert Barclay,, Efq. of 1 hie; 

Profcffor Watfon of St. Andrews $ 

George Skene, . Efq of Carefton ; 

Mr. James Gillies, oft Brechin ; 

George Chalmers, Efq. of Dumferline; 

and fuperlativcly to 

Mr. George Allan, of Darlington, 
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I muft apologize to the public for fo haftily palling over two places of which ampler 
accounts might have been expected. 1 have lived lo long in Cheiter that a more 
minute hiftory of it ought to have been given ; but after all, it would have feemcd tri¬ 
vial, on the appearance of the labours of the Rev. Dr. Foot Gower, which the Public 
has very long expected. I fhall rejoice on a future occation to have opportunity of 
drawing from fo rich a magazine, a variety of materials for a farther elucidation of the 
refpeftable capital of fo refpeftable a county, 

I wifli I could aflign as good a reafon for my worfe than neglect of the venerable 
Lincoln. When I paffed through it in 1769 ,1 muft have been planet-ftruch, not to 
have obferved the amazing beauties of the external as well as internal architec¬ 
ture of the cathedral. I could not ftifle my remorfe. Laft year I haftened thi¬ 
ther ; and with all figns of contrition, made the amende honorable before the great door. 
1 truft that my penitence was accepted by the whole chapter. A recantation of the 
little refpect I payed to its external elegance will be a fubjeft of a future volume, a 
Tour through the eaftern parts of the Mercian kingdom. 

Downing, March, i, j776- THOMAS PENNANT. 

For numbers of corrections in the prefent edition I am obliged to friendly ftrittures I 
received from Sir David Dalrympk, Baronet, of Hails. 1 . P. 

Downing, Dec. 26, 1 79 °- 


Part II. 


AUGUST 15. Pafs this day at Ard maddie. The houfe commands a beautiful 
view of the bay, and the ifle of Su'd, where the parifh church and the manfe of the 
minifter of the parifh are placed, acceffible at all times, by reafon of the narrownefs of 
the channel of Clachan. This tract is hilly, finely wooded near the houfe, and on the 
adjacent part of the fhore; contains about eleven hundred examinable perfons, and 
abounds with cattle. A quarry of white marble, veined with dull red, is found on the 
weft fide of the bay. 

This parifh lies in Nether-Lorn, a diftrifl: of the vaft county of Argyle. Tliefe di- 
vifions (for there are three Lorns) were, in the time of Robert Bruce, poffefled by the 
Mac-dougals, opponents of that prince ; paffed from them to the Stuarts; but in the 
' fifteenth century were transferred * into the family of the Campbells, by the mar¬ 
riages of three co-heireftes, daughters of the laft Stuart, Lord of Lorn. Sir Colin of 
Gknurchie, furnamed the black, took to his fhare Ifabel the eldeft ; difpofed of the 
fecond to his half brother Archibald; and referved for his nephew (Colin, firft Earl of 
Argyle, then under his guardianfhip) the youngeft Marrate Na Nhaghn, or Margaret 
the Rhymer. 

This county was part of the ancient Ergadia, or Jarghael, or land of the weftern 
Caledonians, which extended as far as Gairloch, in the fhire of Rofs. It formed part 
of the dominions of the old Scots, whofe kingdom reached from the Firth of Clyde, 
along the whole coaft, even as far as Dungfby head in Caithnefs j. 

Auguft 14. Leave Arn-maddie. Ride along a fine road, for fome time by the 
fide of. an arm of the fca, called, from the plenty of ihells, Loch-fuchan. Go by a 


* MS. Hi ft. of the Campbells. 
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f Do£lor Macpherfon, 534. 
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heap of Hones, called Cairn-Alpine, becaufe from hence the bodies of the Alpimades, or 
fiiccefibrs of that monarch, were embarked for interment in the facfed ground of Jona. 
After quitting this loch arrive in a barren trad of black heathy land, enlivened now 
and then with fame pretty lakes. Reach the banks of Loch-Aw, where that fine 
water is contracted to the breadth of about three quarters of a mile. Am wafted over 
in a horfe boat; land on a fpot ftyled Port-fonnachan, and after about ten miles riding, 
pafs between hills, finely planted with feveral forts of trees, fuch as Weymouth pines, &c. 
and reach the town and cattle of Inveraray*, feated on a fmall but beautiful plain, of 
the fide of Loch-Fine. This had long been the feat of the Campbells. It was inhabited 
about the latter end of the fourteenth century by Colin, fumamed Jongallach, or the 
Wonderful, on account of his marvellous exploits; and, 1 may add, his odd whims; 
among which, and not the leaft, may be reckoned the burning of his houleat Inveraray 
on receiving a vifit from the O’Neiles of Ireland, that he might have pretence to enter¬ 
tain his illuftrious guefts in his magnificent field equipage, 1 he great tower, which 
was {landing till very lately, was built by the black Sir Colin, for his nephevv, the firft 
Earl of Argyle, at that time a minor I do not difeover any date to afeertain the time 
of its foundation, any further than that it was prior to the year 1480, the time of Sir 
Colin’s death. The power of the family, and the difficult approach to the place, pre- 
fervedit from the infult of enemies, excepting in two inftances: in December, 1644, 
amidft the fnows of this fevere climate, the enterprifmg Montrofe poured down his 
troops on Inveraray, through ways its chieftain thought impervious. "I he Marquis of 
Argyle made his efcape in a little fifiiing boat, and left his people to the mercilefs wea¬ 
pons of the invaders, who for a twelvemonth carried fire and iword through the whole 
Campbel race, retaliating, as is pleaded {, the fimilar barbarities of its leader. 

After the unfortunate expedition of his fan, in 1685, this place and people ex¬ 
perienced a frelh calamity: another clan, deputed by the government to carry deft ruc¬ 
tion throughout the name, was let flip, armed with the dreadful writ of fire and fword, 
to a£l at diferetion among an unhappy people ; feventeen gentlemen of the name were 
Inftantly executed. On the fpot is erefted a colnmn, with an infeription, commemo¬ 
rating, with a moderation that docs honour to the writer, the juflice of thecaufe in 
which his relation fell. 

In 1715, Archibald, Duke of Argyle, then Earl of Hay, collected a few troops in 
this place, in order to prevent the rebels from becoming matters of fo important a pafs, 
through which they might have led their forces to Glafgow, and from thence into the 
north of England. General Gordon approached within a fmall diftance, reconnoitred 
it, and actually cut fafeines to make the attack; but was deterred from it by the de¬ 
termined appearance of the garrifon. 

The figure of the magnificent bridge over the Aray is engraved by Mr. Pennant. 
That fine ftructure, built at the expence of goverment, and deftroyed by the violent au¬ 
tumnal flood of this year. 

The portraits in the cattle are few; of them two only merit notice. The firft is a 
head of the Marquis of Argyle, his hair fliort, his drefs black, with a plain white turn¬ 
over. A diftinguiflied perfon during the reign of Charles I. and the consequent ufuvpa- 
tion. A man, as his own father ftyled him, of craft and fubtilty. In his heart no friend 
to the royal caufe, temporizing according to the complexion of the times ; yielding an 

* la Gallic, Inner aoro, 

f In the quarto edition of die Tour, 1769, is a print, fuppofed to be that of the old caftle, copied from 
one in fori bed with its name j but the Gordons claim it as a view of CaMe-Gordon, the feat of thdr 
chieftains* £ Moutrofe J s Wars, p* 43, 
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hearty but fecret concurrence with the difaffe&ed- powers, and extending a feigned and 
timid aid to the fhackled royalty of Charles IL when he entrufted himfelf to his northern 
fubjefts, in 1G50. At all times providing pleas of merit with both parties, apparently 
Cucere with the ufurpers only. With them he took an active part * during their pleni¬ 
tude of power, yet at firii claimed only. protection, freedom, and payment of his debts 
due from the Engllfh parliament f. His intereft feems to have been conftantly in view. 
While Charles was in his hands he received from that penetrating prince a promiffory 
note for great honours and great emoluments J, He is charged with encouraging his 
people in various acts of murder and cruelty § ; but the provocations he had received 
by the horrible ravages of Montrofe, may perhaps extenuate retaliation on fuch of his 
neighbours, who, for any thing that appears, partook of the exceffes. He is charged 
alfo w ith ppffeffing himfelf of the eflates of thofe who were put to death by his au¬ 
thority; a charge not repelled in his fine defence on his trial. His generality in de¬ 
clining to take an open part in the profecution of his arch enemy Montrofe, would 
have done him great honour, had he not meanly placed himfelf in a window, to lee 
the fallen hero pafs in a cart to receive judgment ft. On the reiteration, he fell a 
victim to his manes. It was intended that he fliould undergo the fame ignominious 
death, which was afterwards changed to that of beheading. u I could, (fays he,) die 
like a Roman, but 1 choofe rather to die like a Chriftian.” He fell with heroifm; in 
his laft moments with truth exculpating himfelf from having any concern in the mur* 
ther of his Royal.Mafter; calming his confcience with the opinion, that his criminal 
compliances were but the epidemic difeafe and fault of the times. His guilt of trea- 
Ion was indifputable ; but the afl: of grace in 1641, and the other in 1651, ought to 
have been his fecurities from a capita! punifbment. 

Here is alfo a head of his fon, the Earl of Argyle, a heady, virtuous, but unfor¬ 
tunate character. Firm to his trufl through all the misfortunes of his Royal Maher, 
Charles I. Was appointed colonel of his guards in 1650, but fcorned to receive 
his commiffion from the tyrannical dates of his country, and infilled on receiving 
it from his MajeiVy alone. Neither the defeats at Dunbar, or at Worcefter abated his 
zeal for the defperate caufe ; he betook himfelf to the Highlands, and for a long time 
refilled the ufurping powers, notwithfianding he was cafl off, and his adherents declared 
traitors by the zealous Marquis, his father Suffered, after his fubmiflion to the 
irrefifiib e tyranny of the times, a long impriionmont. His reieafe, at the refloration, 
fubjetted him but to frefh troubles : ingratitude feems to have been the ffrft return to 
his lervices. A bare recital of his fuccefs with the King, in repelling certain iojuries 
done him, was entitled Leafmg-making, or creating difienfvons between his Majcfty 
and his fubjedts* For this, by the Scottish law, he was condemned ro lofehis head : a 
lentencc too unjuft to be permitted to be put into execution. After a long nuprifon- 
ment, was reftored to favour, to his fortune, and to the title of Earl. In all his aftions 
he prelerved a patriotic, yet loyal moderation ^ but in 1681, delivering in an explana* 
tion of an oath he was to take, as a tefl not to attempt any alteration in church or 
ftate # *% he was again difgraced, tried, and afecond time condemned ; and the infamous 
lenience would have been executed, had he not efcaped from the power of his ene¬ 
mies. In 1685, in concert with the Duke of Monmouth, he made a fatal attempt to 
reftore the liberties of his country, then invaded by James IL He failed in the defign, 
and was put to death on his former fentenee. 

* Whitelocke, $67. -f The fame, 529, f Biogr. Br, ii. r 150. (Edit. 1^48.) 

§ State TWabsli 417. j| Carte, Iv, 629. ^ VVhitdoeke, 563. 
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On the day of execution he eat his dinner, and took his afternoon’s nap with his ufual 
compofure, falling with a calmnefs and conftanuy fuitable to the goodaefs of his life. 

Juft before he left the prifon, his wife, a frugal lady, afked him for the golden but¬ 
tons he wore in his fleeves, left the executioner iiiould get them. ** Is this a time for 
fuch a requeft ?” fays the brave Earl. He afcended the fcaffold, and then took them 
out and ordered them to be delivered to his Countefs. 

A little before his death he corapofed his epitaph, I think ftill to be feen in the Grey- 
fry ar's church yard, Edinburgh. The verfes are rather to be admired, as they fliewed 
the ferenity of his mind at that awful period, than for the fmootiinefs of tne numbers; 
but the Latin tranflation, by the Rev. Mr. Jamilbn of Glafgow, cannot but be acceptable 
to every reader of tafte: 


Audi, hofpegj quicunquc *ems t tumulumque revifis, 
Et rogattd quail crlmine rindtup fram 
Non me cnmen babel, non me mslus abftulit erior, 
Et vltnim nullum T me pepulit pallia* 

Solus amor patriae, verique irrimenfa cupido 
Diffuetas juffit fit mere tela maims. 

Opptimor, en ! redicns, vi foL et fraude mecrum, 
Hoftibus et iaevis vi&ima tern catlo 
Sit licet hie nofter labor imuis, baud Deus a:qmis 
Defprciet populitm fascula cuntfea funm. 
Namqur alius veiriet falls melioribus ortus 
QuI touts ruptum fine beabit opus. 

Sat mihi credo <quamvis carut enfe fecetur) 

Hinc petor setherei lueida tempia poll. 


Thou, paflenger, who (halt have fo much time. 

As view my grave, a ml aik what was my crime ; 
No ttain of error, no black vices' brand. 

Did me compel to leave mv native: land. 

Love ro my country, truth condemn'd to die. 

Did force my hands forgotten arms to try. 

More from friends' fraud my fall proceeded hath 
Than foes, tho' thrice they did attempt my death. 
On my defign tho' Providence did frown. 

Yet God, at laft, will furely raife his own. 

Another hand with more fuccefsful fpeed, 

Shall raife the remnant, bruife the ferpe ill's head* 


The fine woods and cafcades at Efachoffen mull: not pafs unnoticed ; nor the fertile 
traQ; of corn-land between it and the fea; nor the deer-park, called Beauchamp, with 
its romantic glens; nor the lake Du-loch, near the foot of Glenlhiera, a frefli water, 
communicating with Loch-fine, which receives into it fahnon, La trout, flounders, 
and even herrings, fo that the family, during the feafons, find it a never-failing refer- 
voir of tifh. 

The tunny * frequents this and feveral other branches of the fea, on the we (tern coaft 
during the leafon of herrings, which they purfue: the Scotch call it the Mackerel- 
fture, or ft or, from its enormous hze, it being the largeft of the genus. One that was 
taken off Inveraray, when I was there ia 1769, weighed between four and five hundred 
pounds. Thefe fifli are taken by a hook, baited with a herring, and, notvvithftanding 
their vaft bulk, foon lofe their fpirit, and tamely fubmit to their fate. Their capture is 
not attended to as much as it merits, for they would prove a cheap and wholefome 


* Br.Zool.iii. No. 133. tab. 32. 
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food to the poor. The few that are caught are cut in pieces, and either fold frelh, or 
falted in calks. Tunnies are the great fopport of the convents in the countries that 
bound the Mediterranean fea, where they fwarna at ftated feafons, particularly beneath 
the great promontories of Sicily, theThunnofcopia * of the ancients, becaufe watchmen 
were placed on them to obferve the motions of the tunnies, and give fignals of their 
approach to the fiffiermen. In Scotland they arrive only in fmall herds of five or fix, 
are difcovered by their playing near the for face, and by their agility and frequent leaps 
out of the water. 

In the mid ft of the Duke’s eftate, not far from the caftle, is a traft of about a hun¬ 
dred a year value, the property of the Earl of Breadalbane t j a gift of a chieftain of 
this houfe to an anceftor of his Lordfhip, in order to maintain the vaft train of followers 
that attended on the great in feudal days: fo that, whenever the owner of Taymouth 
paid his refpeSs to his Lord in Inveraray, the fuite might be properly accommodated; 
the difficulty of fopplying fo vaft an addition to the family with forage might be ob¬ 
viated, and quarrels prevented between two fuch little armies of retainers. 

-Aug* 1 5 - Return north, and reach Cladich, a village on the banks of Loch-aw, fo 
named from Evah, heirefs of the country about the year 1066, when the name was 
firft changed from that of Loch-cruachan. I have here the pleafure of meeting Mr. 
Macintyre, minifter of Clachan-dyfart, in the beautiful vale of Glenurchie He cou- 
du&s me to a cairn, in which had been found the allies perhaps of fome ancient hunter, 
and the head of a deer, probably buried with them, from the opinion, that the de¬ 
parted fpirit might ftill be delighted with its favourite employ during the union with 
the body; 

Endem fequkur tellure repoftos. 

The cuftom of burning the dead was common to the Caledonians as well as the Gauls J. 
Both were attentive to the fecurity of thefe poor remains ; thought a neglett, impiety, 
and the violation of them the greateft aft of enmity. The Highlanders to this day re¬ 
tain a faying, derived from this very remote cuftom. If they would exprefs the malice 
of an enemy, they would tell him that was it in his power “ he would with to fee their 
allies floating on the water: Dburige tu mo luatb leUifge.” 

Take boat, and vifit Inch-hail, a little ilk, on which had been a cell of Ciftercians, 
dependent on Dunkeld. Amid ft the ruins of the church are fome tombs of rude 
fculpture ; among others, one of a Campbel, of Inver aw, of uncommon workmanfliip 
indeed! 

Pafs under Fraoch Elal, a fmall but lofty ifland tufted with trees, with the ruins of a 
fbrtrefs appearing above. 

A little higher to the north opens the difoharge of the lake; a narrow ftrait, (bag¬ 
ged on each fide with woods. From hence, after a turbulent courfe of three miles, a 
feries of cataracts, the water drops into Loch Etive, an arm of the fea. 

On the fide of this ftrait is a military road leading from Dalmalie to Bunaw; and 
near it is the cave of Mac-Phaidan, a chieftain, who, taking part agamft his country 
with Edw. I. was purfued and ftain in this retreat by the hero Wallace. 

Vifit Kilchurn caftle, a magnificent, pile, now in ruins, feated on a low ifle, near the 
fouthern border of the lake, whofe original name was Elan-keil-guhirn. The forrrefs 
was built by Sir Colin Campbel, Lord of Lochow, who died, aged 80, in 1480: others 

* Strabo, lib v. Opptan, Halleut. lib. Jii 638* 

f It lia& lately betu exchanged hy Lord Breadalbane, to accommodate the Duke, 
j Cum moituia cremaut at^uc dtfodiunt npU viveuubwe olini ? Mels- lib* iii* c. 2, 
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fay, by Ills lady, during the time of his abfence, on an expedition againfl the infidels., 
to which he might have been obliged by his profefiion, being a knight of Rhodes, 
His fucceflors added greatly to it. Within are foine remains of apartments, elegant, 
and of no great antiquity. The view from it of the rich vale, bounded by vaft moun¬ 
tains, is fine; among which Crouachan loars pse-eminently lofty. 

This ifland was probably the original feat of the O’Dtrimhms, Lords of Lbchow, the 
anceltors of the Campbels, who, in the reign of Malcolm Ganmore, aflumed their prc- 
fent name, on account of the marriage of a Malcolm Mac-Duimhm (who had gone 
into France in quell of adventures) with the heirefs of Bellas Campus, or Beauchamp 
in Normandy. From thofe lands Giallaefpig, or Archibald, his fon, took, the name ot 
Campbel, came into England- with the Conqueror, and, vifning the country of his an- 
ceftors, married Evab, foie daughter of the chieftain; and thus became poffeffor of the 
eftate of Lochow. This barony, and the land of Ardfcordyrcbe, were confirmed by 
Robert I. to Colin, fon of Nigel Campbel, by the tenure of providing for the King’s 
fervice, whenever it was demanded, a Ihip of forty oars, completely furnilhed and 
manned, ami the attendance cuftomary with the other barons of Argyldhire *. 

I mult not leave this parifh without mentioning a deep circular hollow, in form and 
of the fize oi a large cauldron, in a morals near Hamrlton’s-Pafs, on the fouth fide of 
the lake. r lhere is a tradition that this was one of the vatts frequent in the Highland 
turberies, from which the old natives drew an unftuous fubftance, ufed by them to 
■lye their doth black, before the introduction of copperas, &c. The ingredient was 
collected from the tides of the hale, and furface of the water j the cloth or yarn was 
boiled in it, and received a lading colour. 

Aug. 16. Continue my journey for ibme time through the vale of Glcnurchie, pof- 
felfed by the Campbels t fincc the time of Sir Colin before mentioned, anceftor of the 
Breadalbane line, the famous Knight of Rhodes, furnamed from his complexion and 
from his travels Duibh Na Roimh, or Black Colin of Rome This trad is of great 
fertility, embellifhed with little groves, and watered by a fine flreaiu. The view bounded 
on one fide by the great hill of Crouachan, and on the other by that of Benlaoighe. 
The valley now ccntratts into a glen, abounding with cattle, yet deftitute both of arable 
land and meadow ; but the beads gather a good iu Reliance from the grafs that hirings 
among the heath. See frequently 011 the road fides final! verdant hillocks, flyled by the 
common people, fhi an, or the Fairy-haunt, becaufe here, fay they, the fames, who 
love not the glare of day, make their retreat, after the celebration of their noaurnal 
revels. 


Pafs by a little lake, whofe waters run into the wefiern fea. On the road fide a 
Head-mine ts worked to fome advantage, by means of a level. The veins are richeft 
near the furface, but dwindle away towards the foies. At this place enter the diflrift 
of Breadalbane, in Perthfhire, and breakfafl at Tyendrum, or the houft of height 
being the moll elevated habitation in North Britain. Breadalbane alfo fignifving the 
loftiefi trail of Albin, or Scotland. Thefe hills are a part of that lofty rang e com¬ 
mencing at Loch Lomond, traverfmg the country to the firth of Dornoch, and called 
by fome writers, Drum-Albm. _ In my pallage, in 1769, from the Kinc’s-houfe to this 
place, I rode near the mountains of Bendoran. One of them is celebrated for the 
hollow founn it fends forth about twenty-four hours before any heavy rain. The 
ipmt of the mountain Ihrreks §, warns the peafants to fhelter their flocks; and utters 
the fame awful progtioflics, that Virgil attributes to thofe of Italy ; 

! £" d "% n ’ S YZ ] °r^ , No - XLVIL t 

| Mb. rliiu of the Campbels, § OffiaiL ^ 
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Continue* ventis furgentfbufy aut freU ponti 
Incipient agitata tumefeere, ct aridus alt is 
M on t ib n a a ud iri fragor. 

When winds approach, the vex'd fea heaves around ; 

From the bleak mountain comes a hollow found* Wharton* 

Immediately below the village of Tyendrum rifes the river Tay, which takes its 
courfe into the eaftern fea; fuch oppofite currents have two ftreams, not half a mile 
diftant from each other. Ride over the fmall plain of Dalrie, perhaps the feat of the 
Dalreudini mentioned by Bede *, or the ancient government of Dalrieta, noticed by 
Camden, or perhaps from having been the feene of the following a&ion, was called 
Dal-rie, or the King’s field. On this fpot was the conflict between Robert Bruce and 
the forces of Argylefliire, under Macdougal chieftain of Lorn, when the former was 
defeated. A fervant of Lorn had feized on Bruce, but the prince efcaped by killing 
the fellow with a blow of his battle-ax ; but at the fame time loft his mantle and 
brotche, which the aflailant tore away in his dying agonies. The brotche was long 
preferved in the family, at length deftroyed by a fire, that confumed the houfe of 
Dunolly, the refidence of the reprefentative. One 1 have feen had been the property of 
Macleane of Lochbuy, in the ifle of Mull, and is faid to be made of filver found oh the 
eftate. The workmanlhip is elegant, and feems to be of the time of Queen Elizabeth f* 
It is about five inches diameter at bottom. Round the upper margin is a low upright 
rim ; within that are ten obelilks, about an inch and a quarter high, prettily ftudded, 
and the top of each ornamented with a river pearl. Thefe furround a fecond rim ; 
from that rifes a neat cafe, whofe fides project into ten demi-rounders, all neatly ftud- 
ded. In the center is a round cryftallme ball, a magical gem, fuch as deferibed in the 
tour of 1769. This cafe may be taken off ; has a confiderable hollow, in which 
might have been kept amulets or reliques ; which, with the alfiftance of the powerful 
{tone, muft needs prove an infallible prefervative againft all harms. 

Enter Strath-fillan, or the vale of St. Fillan, an abbot, who lived in the year 703, 
and retired the latter end of his days. He is pleafed to take tinder his protection the 
difordered in mind; and works wonderful cures, fay his votaries, even to this day. 
The unhappy lunatics are brought here by their friends, who firft perform the cere¬ 
mony of the Deafil, thrice round a neighbouring cairn ; afterwards offer on it their 
rags, or a little bunch of heath tied with worfted; then thrice immerge the patient in 
a holy pool of the river, a fecond Bethefda; and, to conclude, leave him fall bound 
the whole night in the neighbouring chapel. If in the morning he is found loofe, the 
faint is fuppofed to be propitious; for if he continues in bonds, his cure remains 
doubtful; but it often happens that death proves the angel that releafes the afflicted 
before the morrow, from all the troubles of this life. 

The Deafil J, or turning from eaft to weft, according to the courfe of the fun, is 
a cultom of high antiquity in religious ceremonies. The Romans § praftifed the mo¬ 
tion in the manner now performed in Scotland. The Gaulifh Druids made their cir¬ 
cumvolution in a manner direCtly reverfe: but the Druids of Gaul and Britain had 
probably the fame reafon for thefe circum-ambulations; for as they held the omni¬ 
prefence of their God, it might be to inftruCt their difciples, that wherefoever they 

* Lib, i, c* 1* 

f This fine ornament is in the pofTeflion the Rev* Dr* Lort, late Greek ProfeflTor at Cambridge, who 
favoured me with the loan of it, 

J From Deas or Des, the right-hand, and Syl, the fun, § Plinii Hift Nat, lib- xxviii. c* 2. 
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turned their face, they were fure to meet the afpeCt of the Deity *. The number of 
turns was alfo religioufly obferved in very ancient days: thus the arch enchantrefe 
Medea, in all her charms attends to the facred three : 

Ter fe converts, ter fumtis flnmine crrnem 
Jrroravit aquis ; terms ululatibus ora 
Solvit, et in dora.fubflftiffo pppHte terra, 

Nox, ait, See, 

She mrn ? d her thrice around, and thrice ihc threw 
On her long trgfies the oodurnal dew ; 

Then yelling thrice a mo ft terrific found, 

Her bare knee bended on the flinty ground. 

The faint, the objeft of the veneration in queftion, was of moll Angular fervice to 
Robert Bruce, according to the credulous Boethius, infpiring his foldiery with un¬ 
common courage at the battle of Bannockburn f, by a miracle wrought the day before 
in his favour. His Majefty’s chaplain was directed to bring with him into the field, tnfc 
arm of the faint, lodged in a filver flirine. The good man, fearing, in cafe of a de¬ 
feat, that the Englilh might become mailers of the precious limb, brought only the 
empty cover; but, while the King was invoking the aid of St. Fillan, the lid of the 
Ihrine. placed before him on the altar, opened and fliut of its own accord : on in- 
fpc&ion, to the wonder of the whole army, the arm was found rellored to its place ; 
the foldiers accepted the omen, and allured of victory, fought with an enthufiafm that 
enfured fuccefs. * In gratitude for the afiifiance he received that day from the faint, 
he founded here, in 1314, a priory of canons regular, and confecrated it to him. At 
the diflolution, this houfe, with all the revenues and fuperiorities, were granted to an 
anceftor of the prefent poffeffor the Earl of Breadalbane 

This part of the country is in the parifii of Killin, very remote from the church. As 
the chapel here is deftitute of a refident minifter. Lady Glenurchy, with diftinguilhed 
piety, has juft eftablilhed a fund for the fupport of one; .has built a good houfe for 
his accommodation, and Lord Breadalbane has added to the glebe. 

1 he traCt is at prefent almoft entirely flocked with fouth-country fheep, which have 
in a manner expelled the breed of black cattle. Sheep are found to turn more to the 
advantage of the proprietors; but whether to the benefit of the community, is a doubt. 
The live flock of cattle of this kingdom deeveafes ; from whence will our navy be 
victualled? or how will thofe, who may be able to purchafe animal food, be fupplied, 
if the mere private intereft of the farmer is fuffeced univertally to take place? Mil¬ 
lions at this time look up to the Legiftature for rellrictions, that wilt once more re- 
ftore plenty to thefe kingdoms. 

Pafs near the feat of Rob-Roy, the celebrated free-booter mentioned in the former 
volume. 

Enter Glen-Dochart, and go by the fides of Loch-Dochart, beautifully ornamented 
■with trees. In a lofty ifiand embofomed in wood, is the ruin of a caftle, one of the 
nine under the rule of the great knight of Lochow. It was once taken by the Mac- 
gregors, in a manner that did credit to the invention of a rude age. The place was 
not acceffibte during furnmer ; the affailants therefore took advantage of a frolt, formed 
vaft fafeines of ft raw and boughs of trees, rolled thefe before them on the ice, to pro¬ 
tect them againft the arrows of the garrifon, till they could get near enough to make 

• Borlafe’a Antkj. CiHiiwaJ, 133. -J- Boethius, 302. J Keith, 241. 
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their attack* by fcaling at once the walls of the fort refs. The Veftee * of the northern 
nations were of this kind : the ancient Swedes and Goths praftifed an attack of the 
fame nature ; but did, what perhaps the Mac-gregors might alfo have done, wait for a 
high wind in their favour, roll the Vekx as near as poffible to the fort, fet them on fire, 
and under favour of the flame, diftreffing the befieged, never failed of a fuccefsful 
event* 

I mull obferve that the Mac-gregors were of old a moft potent people* They pof- 
fefled Olenurchie, were owners of Glen-Lion, and are even faid to have been the ori¬ 
ginal founders of Balloch or Taymouth, or at leafl to have had their refidence there 
before they were fucceeded by the Campbells f. 

Somewhat farther, oppofite to the farm of AchefTan, is a fmall lake, noted for a float¬ 
ing ifland, fifty-one feet long, and twenty-nine broad, that fhifts its quarters with the 
wind. It has (like the iflands of the Vadimoman lake, fo elegantly defcribed | by the 
younger Pliny) flrength fufficient to carry an involuntary voyage, the cattle that might 
be Turprifed feeding on this mobileJhlum , deceived with the appearance of its being firm 
land. It cannot indeed boafl of carrying on its furface the darkfome groves of thofe on 
the Cutifian waters ; but, like the Lydian Calamina §, may be launched from the fides 
of the lake with poles, and can fliew plenty of coarfe grafs, fume fmall willows, and a 
little birch tree [[." 

Proceed by the Tides of the river, fmce its pafiage through Loch-Dochart, alfuming 
the name of that lake. The pearbfifliery in this part of the river fotne years ago was 
carried on with great fuccefs, and the pearls were efteemed the faired and largeft of any. 

The military road through this country is planned with a diftinguifhed want of judg¬ 
ment ; a feries of undulations, quite unneceflary, diftrefs the traveller for a confiderable 
part of the way. Near Achline the eye begins to be relieved by the fight of inclofures; 
and fome plantations begin to hide the nakednefs of the country* On approaching the 
village of Killin, every road and every path was filled with groupcs of people, of both 
fexes, in neat dreffes, and lively plaids, returning from the facrament. A fober and 
decent countenance diftingmlhed every party, and evinced the deep fcnfe they had of 
fo folemn a commemoration, Breadalbane in general is exempt from the charge of 
impropriety of conduct on thefe occafions, which happens fom crimes; and by the un- 
difcerning, the local fault is indifcriminately attributed to the whole. 

Crofs two bridges. The river here forms two iflands, beautifully planted with firs : 
Iniflibuy, the molt eafterly, is remarkably pifturefque, the water rolling with tremen¬ 
dous force on each fide for a long trad over a feries of broken rocks, and flxort but 
quick-repeated catara&s, in a channel of unfpeakable rudenefs* 

Reach Killin, or CiU-Fhin, from the tradition of its having been the buriabplace of 
I'ingak Here is an excellent inn, built by Lord Breadalbane, who, to the unfpeakable 
comfort of the traveller, eftabliflied others at Dalmaiie, Tyendrum, and Kenmore, 
where they are as acceptable as caravanferas in the Eaft* 

Mount Strone Ciachan, a hill above Mr* Stuart's, the minifter’s houfc, and am over¬ 
paid for the labour of the afccnt by a moll enchanting view. A moft delicious plain 
Iprcads itfelf beneath, divided into verdant meadows, or glowing with ripened corn ; 

* Glaus Magnus dc Gent. Sept. lib. rib c. 8, 9. f Buchanan's Clans, ntf, 139. 

t Epift lib. vvl Ep. 30. § PJin n Nat. Hift, lib* ii. c. 95. 

Jj The thicknef&of this ifk is twenty-five inches* Perhaps, as Mr. Gahn affirms to be the cafe of other 
floating iflands, this ini^ht have originated from the twilled roots of the fehsenus marjfcus, and feirpus 
cacfpkofbs, converted mto a more firm mafs by the addition of the cartx exfpitofus. Vide A rase n. 
Acad. VII, 166. 
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embeHifhed with woods, and watered with rivers uncommonly contrafted. On one 
fide, pours down its rocky channel the furious Dochart; on the other, glides between 
its wooded banks the gentle Lochy, forming a vaft bend of ftill water, till it joins the 
firft; both terminating in the great expanfe of Loch-Tay. The northern and fouthern 
boundaries fuit the magnificence of the lake; but the northern rife with fuperior raa- 
jefty in the rugged heights of Finlarig, and the wild fummits of the ftill loftier Laurs, 
often patched with fnow throughout the year. Extenfive woods clothe both fides, the 
creatiou of the noble proprietor. 

At the foot of the fir ft, amid ft woods of various trees, lie the ruins of the caftle of 
the fame name, the old feat of the Campbells, the knights of Glenurchie, and built by 
Sir Colin between the years 1513 and 1523 *. The venerable oaks, the vaft chefnuts, 
theafh trees, and others of ancient growth, give a fine folemnity to the fcene, and com¬ 
pliment the memory of progenitors, fo ftudious of the benefit of pofterity. Tradition 
is loud in report of the hofpitality of the place, and blends with it tales of gallantry ; 
one of feftivity, terminating in blood and daughter. Amidft the mirth of a chriftening, 
in the great hall of Finlarig, inhabited, I think, at that time by Sir Robert, fon of the 
chieftain, news arrived that the Mac-donalds of Keppoch, had made a creach into the 
lands of feme of their friends, had acquired a great booty, and were at that time pafling 
in triumph over the hill of Strone-clachan. The Campbells, who were then afiembled 
in numbers to honour the occafion,took fire at the infult, and, warm with the convivial 
cheer, ftarted from the table to take fudden revenge.. They., afcended the hill with 
thoughtlefs bravery to begin the attack, were overpowered, and twenty cadets of the 
family left dead upon the fpot. News of the difafter was immediately fent to Taymouth, 
the refidence of the chieftain, who difpatched a reinforcement to thofe who hadefcaped. 
They overtook the Mac-donalds at the braes of Glenurchie, defeated them, flew the 
brother of the chieftain, refeued the booty, and returned back triumphing in the com¬ 
pletion of their revenge. 

Auguft 17. Crofs a large arch over the Lochy, winding to the north-weft, through 
a fmall but elegant glen, whofe fertile bottom is finely bounded by woods on both fides. 
1 urn fliort to the eaft, and continue my journey on a fine road, at a confiderable height 
above Loch*lay... The land Hopes to the water edge, and both above and below the 
highway forms a continued traft of cultivated ground, rich in corn, and varied with 
groves and plantations. The abundance of inhabitants on this fide furpafies that of 
any place in Scotland of equal extent; forfroin Finlarig to the forks of the Lion, about 
fifteen miles, there are not fewer than feventeen hundred and eighty fouls, happy under 
a humane chieftain.. Their habitations are prettily grouped along the fides of the hill, 
are fmall and mean, often without windows or doors, and are the only difgrace to the 
magnificence of the feenery. 

I he oppofite part of the lake is lefs populous, and lefs fertile; yet from the patches 
of corn-land, and the frequent woods, exhibits a rnoft beautiful view. 

In going through Laurs obferve a druidical circle, lefs complete than one that fhould 
have been mentioned before, at Kipnel, a little fouth-weft of Killin; which confifts of 
fix vaft ftones, placed equi-diftant from each other. 

The windings of the lake in the courfe of the ride become very confpicuous, appear¬ 
ing to form three great bendings. Its length is about fifteen miles, the breadth one: 
the depth in many places a hundred fathoms ; and even within as many yards of the 
{here is fifty fathoms deep. It abounds with fifh, fuch as pike, perch, falmon, char, 

* Black Book at Taymouth, 
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trout, famlets, minnows, lampries, and eels. A fpecies of trout is found here that 
weighs thirty pounds. 

Ail this country abounds with game, fuch as grous, ptarmigans, flags, roes, &c. 

Roes are in a manner confined to Glen Lion, where they are protected by the prin¬ 
cipal proprietor. Foxes are numerous and deftruftive. Martins are rare ; but the 
yellow-breafted was lately taken in the birch woods of Rannoeh. The otter is common. 
The vulgar have an opinion that this animal has its king or leader; they defcribe it as 
being of a larger fize, and varied with white. They believe that it is never killed, 
without the fudden death of a man or fome other animal at the fame inftant; that its 
fkin is endued with great virtues, is an antidote againft all infection, a prefervative to the 
warrior from wounds, and infures the mariner from all difafters on the watery element. 

The cock of the wood, or capercaille, or capercalze, a bird of" this genus, once fre¬ 
quent in all parts of the Highlands, is now confined to the pine forefts north of Loch- 
nefs: from the fize it is called the horfe of the woods, the male fometimes weighing 
fifteen pounds. The colour of the breaft is green, refembling that of the peacock : 
above each eye is a rich fcarlet Ikin, common to the grous genus : the feet of this and 
the black cock are naked, and the edges of the toes ferrated ; for thefe birds, fitting 
upon trees, do not want the thick feathery covering with which nature hath cloathed 
thofe of the red game and ptarmigan, who during winter are obliged to refide bedded 
in the fnows. Bilhop Lefly * del'cribes three of the fpecies found in Scotland; the 
capercalze, which he truly fays feeds on the extreme lhoots of the pine, the common 
grous with its feathered feet, and the black cock : he omits the ptarmigan. It has been 
my fortune to meet with every kind: the three laft frequently; the capercalze only at. 
Invernefs.. 

Woodcocks appear in Breadalbane in the beginning or middle of November ; but 
do not reach Ard-maddie, or, I may fay, any part of the weftern coaft of the Highlands 
till the latter end of December, or the beginning of January : they continue there in 
plenty till the middle or latter end of March, according to the mildnefs or rigour of the 
feafon, and then difappear at once. In the firft feafon they continue arriving in fuc- 
cefiion for a month; and in every county in Scotland (where they are found) fly regu¬ 
larly from eaft to well. Their firft landing-places are in the ealtern counties, fuch as 
Angus, Merns, &c. ufually about the end of October; but their ftay in thofe parts is 
very Ihort, as woods are fo fcarce. Woodcocks are very rarely feen in Caithnefs; and 
there are ftill fewer in the Orknies, or in the more remote Hebrides : one or two ap¬ 
pear there, as if by accident driven thither by tempefls, not voluntary migrants. There 
is no account of thefe birds having ever bred in Scotland, any more than of the fieldefare 
and redwing; yet all three make their fummer refidence in Norway, from whence, in 
all probability, many of them vifit our iflands. 

Sea eagles breed in ruined towers, but quit the country in winter; the black eagles 
continue there the whole year. They were fo numerous a few years ago in Rannoeh, 
that the commiffioners of the forfeited eftaies gave a reward of five findings for every 
one that was deltroyed. In a little time fuch numbers were brought in, that the 
honourable board thought fit to reduce the reward to three findings and fix- 
pence ; but a fmall advance, in proportion as the birds grew fcarcer, in all probability 
would have effected their extirpation. But to refume the journey. The whole road 
on the fide of the lake is excellent, often crbffed by gullies, the efferis of great rains, or 
torrents from the melted inow. The public are indebted to Lord Breadalbane not only 

* Hilt. Scotiw, p. 24. The female of the capercalze k of the colour of the common groua. 
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for the goodnefs of the way, but for above thirty bridges, all made at his expence, to 
facilitate the pafTage. Crofs the opening into the little plain of Fortingal, mentioned 
in my former Tour, noted for its camp, the moft northern work of the Romans that I 
could get any intelligence of. It feems to have been the caftellum of feme advanced 
party in the time of Antonine, or Commodus, or perhaps a temporary ftation in that of 
Severus, in whofe reign the Romans abandoned thefe parts* A copper vefTel, with a. 
beak, handle, and three feet, was found 'in it, 1 did not hear of any coins met with on 
the fpot; but, in digging the foundation of a tower near Taymouth, fourteen filver 
denarii were difcovered, but none of a later date than Marcus Aurelius. 

I mu ft. alfo commemorate again the wonderful yew-tree in the church-yard of Fortin* 
gal, whofe ruins meafure fifty-fix feet in circumference. The middle part is now de¬ 
cayed to the ground ; but within memory was united to the height of three feet: 
Captain Campbell, of G lend ion, having aflared me that, when a boy, he has often 
climbed over, or rode on, the then conneding part* Our anceftors feem to have had 
a claflical reafon for planting thefe difinal trees among the repofitories of the dead ; 
and a political one, for placing them about their houfes : in thefirfl: inftance, they were 
the fubflitutes of the mvifa cuprejjus \ in the other, they were the defigned provision of 
materials for the Iturdy bows of our warlike anceftors, 

Who drew, 

And almofl joined, the horns of the tough yew. 

In the days of archery fo great was the confumption of this fpecies of wood, that the 
bowyers were obliged to import ftaves of yew * for making the belt fort of bows. This 
tree is not univerfally difperfed through England in its native Hate; or at leafl is now 
in moll parts eradicated, on account of its noxious qualities; yet it is ftill to be found 
in quantities on the lofty hills that bound the water of the Winauder, thofe near Rydal 
in Weftmoreland, and on the face of many precipices in different parts of this kingdom. 

Not far from the church is the houfe of Colonel Campbell, of Glen-lion, a beautiful 
vale that runs feveral miles up the country, watered by a river of the fame name. 

I mult add to my account of the cryffal gem in poffeffion of that gentleman, that 
there was a remarka.ble one in poffeffion of Sir Edward Harley, of Brampton Brian, fet 
in a filver ring, refembling the meridian of a globe, with a crofs on the top, and on the 
rim the powerful names of Uriel, Raphael, Michael, and Gabriel. This predided 
death dilated receipts for the cure of all curables f; and another, of much the fame 
kind, even condefeended to recover loft goods J. It was cuftomary in early times to 
depofit thefe balls in urns or fepulchres. Thus twenty were found at Rome in an ala- 
baftrine urn, cafed with two great Hones, and lodged in a hollow made in each to receive 
it. The contents were (befides the balls) a ring with a ftone fet in it, a needle, a comb, 
and fame bits of gold mixed with the afhes : the needle fliewed thefe remains to have 
been thofe of a lady. 

In the tomb of Childefic, King of France, was found another of thefe balls. Some 
Merlin might have bellowed it on him ; which mull have been an invaluable gifr 3 if ft 
Iiad the fame powers with that given by our magician to the Britilh Prince. 

* ^ Such was the glaftV globe that Merlin made. 

And gave unto Rmg Rycnce for his gard, 

T hat never foes liis kingdom might lnvade 3 
13 ut lie it knew at home before lie hard 
Ty dings thereof* and fo them Hill tkbarrM ; 

■* statute 33 Hen. VIII. -e.*. fe<a. 6 . f Aubrey’s Mlfcdhoics, J JbiJ, 

It 


375 


PENNANT^ SECOND TOUR IN SCOTLAND* 

It was a fanqous prtfent for p prince* 

And worthy worke of infinite rtf warde, 

7'hat treafuns coil’d betray, and foes convince : 

Happy this realme had it remayned ever fmee * f 

Approach near Tay mouth, keeping ftill on the fide of the lake. Leave on the right, 
not fur from the fliore, the pretty ifle of Loch-Tay, tufted with trees, {Hading the 
mins of the priory* From the ancient inhabitants of this holy ifland> the prefent 
noble owner has liberty of fifhing in the lake at all times in the year ; which is denied 
to the other land-owners in the neighbourhood. But it was neceffary for the monks 
to be indulged with that privilege, as their very exigence depended on it. To this 
ifland the Campbells retreated at the approach of the Marquis ofMontrofe, where they 
defended themfelves for feme time againft that hero. A Slot narrowly miffed him, 
which enraged him to that degree as to caufe him inftamly to carry fire and {word 
through the whole country. It was taken and garrifoned \ but in 1654 was furrea- 
dered to General Monk f 

On the right is a plantation, the orchard of the monaftery. In it .is a black cherry- 
tree that meafures, four feet from the ground, ten feet three inches in circumference* 

Crofs the Tay on a temporary bridge, juft below its difeharge from the lake, where 
it properly begins to aflame that name, A moft elegant bridge is now.conllrufting in 
this place, under the direction of Captain Archibald Campbel, after a defign by Mr* 
Baxter, partly at the expence of Lord Breadalbane, partly by that of the neighbouring 
gentry, and partly by aid of the commiflioners of forfeited eftates. Itconfifts of three 
large arches, and a fmaller on each fide, in cafe of floods* Reach 

Tay mouth, his lordfhip’s principal houfe, originally called Balloch raftle, or the rafUe 
at the difeharge of the lake ; was built by Sir Colin Campbell, fixth knight of Lochow, 
who died in the year 1583. The place has been much modernized fince the days of 
the founder \ has the addition of two wings, and loft its cadebated form, as well as the 
old name. We are informed that this Sir Colin <c was an great jufliciar afl his tyme 
throchtht quhilie he fallen it that dad lie feid of the Clangregour ane lang fpace, And 
befydis that hecaufed execuft to the death many notable lymmeris. He behaddit the 
Laird M c Greg himfelff at Candomir in prefence of the Erie of Ath'oU, the juilice clerk, 
and fundrie other noblemen J. JJ 

By a poem I met with in the library at Taymoutb, it appears that this unfortunate 
chieftain, furnamed Duncan Laider, or the Strong, made a very good end ; and deli¬ 
vered, in penitential lhymes, in Spenfer’s manner, an account of huspafl life, his forrow 
for his fins, and his pathetical farewell to the various feenes of his plundering exploits* 
Like Spenfer, he perfonifies the vices* The two firft. ftanzas will fufSce for a fpecimen 
of his manner: 

Quhn paflU wes the tyme of teiidir age, 

Afrd youth with mfuJeuce marrlacquentaace* 

And vvickitnefs enforced evil! courage, 

QyhiiJ Might with Crudtie maid-allianee ; 

Then Fslfhead tuke on him the governance, 

And me bet audit ant honfhald for to gyde 

CslLit evil comp,me baith to gang and ryde** ■ 

My maifter boufhald wes heicht O^preflioun, 

Rdf my Reward that cairit of na wrarcg j 
Murthure, lauchlir, ay of ane profeffioun, 

My cubicularis, bene tbftr yearis tang 1 
Kecept, that oft tuik_mony anc fang* 

Was porter to the yetthr, to oppiti wyde, 

And Covadce wes chamberhnc at all tyde. 

* Spenfer 1 ^ Fairy Queen, Book III, c. 2, flania 21* f Whitelock's Mem. 592. J Black Book* 
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The mo ft remarkable part of the furniture of Taymouth is the portraits ; here being 1 
a moft confulerable collection of the works of Jamefon, the Scotch Vandyck, an eleve 
of this family. 

In the fame room with the famous genealogical picture are about twenty heads of 
perfons of the fame family. Among them is the laft Sir Duncan Campbell, a favourite 
of James VI.; and not Iefs fo of Anne of Denmark ; who, after the acceflion, often by 
letter folicited his prefence at her new court; and fent him, as a mark of innocent 
efteem, a ring fet with diamonds, and ornamented with a pair of doves. 

The other pictures of Jamefon's performance are in a ftnall parlour ; but unfortu¬ 
nately much injured by an attempt to repair them. There are the heads of 

William Graham, Earl of Airth, 1637. He was originally Earl of Menteith, a title 
derived from a long train of anceftors. He was much favoured by Charles I. who in¬ 
dulged his pride by conferring on him, at his requeft, the earldom of Strathern, 
which he pretended to, as being defcended from David Stuart, nephew to David II. 
Unfortunately his vanity induced him to hint fome pretentions to the crown. Charles 
puniflied his folly by depriving him of both earldoms; but, relenting foon after, created 
him Earl of Airth, with precedence due to the creation of Malife, E. of Menteith by 
James I. 

John Lord Lefsly, 1636, afterwards Duke of Rothes^, He died in 1681 ; and had, 
according to the extravagant folly of the times, a funeral of uncommon magnificence t- 
The Duke of York being at.that time in Scotland, was afked how be Ihould be buried, 
his highnefs anfwered as chancellor of Scotland.; his relations, ill verfed in courtiy lan¬ 
guage, concluded that his funeral was to be at the public ex pence, and beftowed on it a 
futn their circumfiances would not admit of. But a happy confequence of this vanity 
was a law reftricling the idle expence of coftly funerals. 

James, Marquis of Hamilton, 1636, afterwards Duke of Hamilton. 

Mary, Marchionefs of Hamilton, 1636, daughter to the former, and on the death of 
her brother, heirefs to the title and fortune. This lady is diltinguifhed for her works of 
piety and charity, in the ifle of Arran, by the glorious title of the Good. 

Archibald Lord Napier, 1637, grand-fon of the celebrated John Napier, author of 
the Logarithms. 

"William Earl MarHhal, 1637, a remarkable fulferer in the caufes of Charles I. and II.; 
rewarded, on the reftoration, with the privy feal of Scotland. 

The Lord of Loudon, 1637, afterwards chancellor of Scotland. 

Thomas Hamilton, Lord Binning, fon .of the firft Earl of Hadington, and fucceffor 
to the title. In 1640, being commandant of the garrifon of Dunglas, then held for the 
Covenanters, was blown up, with feveral other perfons of quality, by the defperate 
treachery of his page, an Englifh boy, who had been infulted by the company on ac¬ 
count of fome fuccefs of the Scots, and in revenge fet fire to the powder magazine; 
one gentleman, who at the time ftood at an open window, was blown out and fur- 
vived ; the boy’s arm was found in the ruins with a ladle in it, with which he was fup- 
poled to have carried the fuel. 

John Earl of Mar, 1636, made Knight of the Bath at the creation of Henry, Prince 
of Wales. 

Sir Robert Campbell, of Glenurchie, 1641. 

Sir John Campbell, of Glenurchie, 1642. 

• Vide Vul, I. 108. f Reprefented hi four large plates, published by Thomas Sommer*. 
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la the drawing room are two portraits* by Vandyck* of two noble brothers* difba* 
go i flied chara&ers in the unhappy times of Charles I; The fir ft may be filled one of 
the mo| capital of that great painter's performances* Sir Robert Walpole* the b# 
judge of paintings in his time, was of that opinion, and would have given any price for 
it* There is particular reafon for the exquifite finiihingof this picture ; Vandyck was 
patronized by his iordfliip, lived with him at Holland houfe, and had all opportunity to 
complete it at full leifure. The beautiful* the courteous* the gallant Henry Rich, Earl 
of Holland* is repreftnied at full length, dreifed with the elegance he might have ap¬ 
peared in to win the affeftiens of the Queen of his unfortunate matter- He appears in 
a white and gold doublet ; a fcarlet mantle, laced with gold, flows gracefully from him ; 
his white boots are ornamented with point ; his armour lies by him. Charles was 
(truck with jealoufv at the partiality fliewn to this favourite by Henrietta. He dire£ted 
his lordfhip 10 confine himfdfto lais houfe ; nor was the reftrainr taken off, till the 
Queen refufed on that account* to cohabit with her royal fpoufe.* But neither loyalty 
to his mailer* nor tendeniefs to his fair miftrefs, could prevent him from joining the 
popular party after receiving every favour from the court, his earldom, the garter* 
command of die guard* and groom of the flole. With unfettled principles, he again 
deferted his new friends, ffiifting from fide to fide. At length* immediately before the 
murder of his fovereign* roofed by the dangers of one to whom he was id much in¬ 
debted, he made a fmgle effort in his favour * hot* on the firft appearance of danger 
(as he had done more than once) fled the attack, was taken, and ended his days on the 
fcaffbld, falling timidly* inglorious, un pitied. 

In the fame room is the portrait of his elder brother Robert Earl of Warwick, high 
admiral of England, in the fervice of the parliament. The ftiips in the back ground 
denote his profeflion, His perfon, like the Earl of Holland's, elegant * his mind more 
firm, and his political conduct more coherent. He left a court he had no obligation to; 
adhered to the Parliament as long as it exiiied, and fupported himfelf by the power of 
Cromwell, as foon as the tyrant had deftroyed that inftrument of his ambition. He 
was of great popularity with the puritanical party, kept open houfe for the Divines of 
the times, was a conftant attendant at their fermons, * e made merry with them and at 
them, which they difpenfed with. He became the head of their party, and got the 
flyie of a godly man. Yet of Rich a licence in his words and in his actions, that a man 
of lefs virtue could not be found out f,” What a pifture of fanatical prieft-hood ? 
which could endure, for its own end, the vices of the great \ yet at the fame time, be 
outrageous againft the innocent pleafuresof the multitude. 

In the dining room are portraits of a later time. Jbhn, the firft Earl of Breadalbane* 
a half length, in his robes- His lady* daughter to the unfortunate Holland, is in an* 
other frame, near him. His lordfhip was unhappily a diftinguiflied character in the 
reign of King William. He had formed a humane plan for conciliating the affedions 
of the clans by bribing them into loyalty, till reflection and cooler times would give 
them opportunity of feeing the benefits that w&uld refiilt from change of government. 
The chieftains at once attended to his propofols ; and, at the fame time, gave affirtance 
to their old mailer, that they would preferve terms no longer than was confident with 
his inteveft. Enraged at their perfidy, and perhaps aduated by feudal refentment, he 
formed the common fcheme in North Britain, of extirpation by fire and fword. The 
moft pernicious indeed of the clans was fingled out For execution j but the manner and 
thefeafon were attended with circuinftances of fuch a nature, that caufed the indifferent 
to fliudder; the dans to relent with a long and fatal revenge, 

* Royal and Noble Authors, u 332* 2 * 1 - ed. f Clarendon, 
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In the library is a hiftory of Thebes, in verfe. 

The will of Duncan Ladder, before quoted ; a long poem in manufcript. 

His lord (hip’s policy * furrounds the hoilfe, which (lands in a park, one of the few 
in North Britain where fallow deer are feen. 

The ground is in remarkably fine order, owing to his lordJhip’s afliduity in clearing 
it from the ftones with which it was once covered. A blazer was kept in conftant em¬ 
ploy, to blaft with gunpowder the great ftones; for by reafon of their fize, there was 
no other method of removing them. . 

The Berceau walk is very magnificent, compofed of great lime trees, forming a fine 
Gothic roof, four hundred and fifty yards long. The fouth terrace on the banks of the 
Tay is eighteen hundred yards long ; that on the north, two thoufand two hundred, 
and is to extend as far as the jun&ion of the Tay and the Lion, about eighteen hun¬ 
dred more: each is fifty feet wide, and kept with the neatnefsof the walks of a London 
villa. The river runs with great rapidity, is clear but not colourlefs; for its pellucid- 
nefs is that of brown cryftal, as is the cafe with moll of the rivers in Scotland. The 
Tay has here a wooden bridge, two hundred feet long, leading to a white feat oil the 
fide of the hill, commanding a fine view up and down Strath Tay. 'The rich meadows 
beneath the winding of the river, the beginning of Loch-Tay, the difcharge of the river 
out of it, the pretty village and church of Kimnore, form a mod pleafing and magnifi¬ 
cent profpeft. 

The view from the temple of Venus is that of the lake, with a nearer fight of the 
church and village: the two fides of the fine water are feen to vaft advantage. 

Much flax is cultivated in thefe parts. A few years ago, when premia were given 
for the greateft crops, from feventy to a hundred and twenty hogftieads of lin-feed were 
annually fown j and each peck yielded two ftones of drefled flax ; and when the yam 
fold higheft, two thoufand pounds worth has been fold out of the country. The 
prerent low price affe&s the trade of the country, yet ftill more flax is imported than the 
land produces. 

Oats, bear f, and potatoes are the other crops. Oats yield from four to fix-fold at 
the mod, oftener lefs ; bear, from eight to ten, at an average, fix. The com raifed 
feldom fuflices the number of inhabitants j for they are often obliged to have recourfe 
to importation. 

Every perfon has his potato?-garden ; and they often change the fort : the London- 
Lady has been found to fucceed beft, which in fome farms yields from feven to ten fold. 
Some people have diftilled from this root a very ftrong fpirit, which has been found to 
be cheaper than what is diftilled from any grain. Starch is alio made of it; and, in 
fome families, bread. 

Cor car, or the Lichen omphaloides, is an article of commerce ; great quantities have 
been fcraped from the rocks, and exported for the ufe of the dyers, at the price of a 
(hilling or fixteen pence a ftone. 

A good many (Keep are now reared here. The beft fat weathers fell for eleven (hil¬ 
lings each. Thofc of the old fmall kind for only fix. Much wool is fent out of the 
country. 

The beft black cattle have been fold for five guineas per head ; but the ufual price of 
the four year old is about five and forty (hillings. While on this fubjedl, I cannot help 

* This word fignffks here, improvement?, ordemefne. 

\ A variety of Barky with fquare heads, and four rows of grain) called by old Gcrrard, Bearc 
Barley* or Barky big, and Hordeum pelyftichum vermim, to diftmguifh it from the common kind, which 
he ftyks Hordeum dyfHchon, Its fuits barren lands* and ripens early* which recommends the ufe rn this 
rainy climate- 


men- 
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mentioning the diflrefsful ft ate of this country, previous to the rebellion; for, till the 
year 1745, Lord Breadalbane was obliged to keep a conftant guard for the proteftion 
of his vaffals cattle, or to retain fpies among the thievilh clans, having too much fpirit 
to fubmit to pay the infamous tax of black meal to the plundering chieftains. 

Fewhorfes are reared here. Such which feed on the tops of the higher hills are of¬ 
ten affefted with a diftemper that commonly proves fatal, if a remedy is not applied 
within twenty-four hours. It attacks them in the months of July and Auguft. nfuaily 
after a fall of rain, on or before the dew rifes in the morning. An umverfal dwelling 
ipreads over the body; the remedy is exerdfe, chafing, or any method that promotes 
urine and perfpiration, The vulgar attribute this evil to a certain animal that fcatters 
its venom over the grafs ; but more probably it arifes from fome noxious vegetable 
hitherto unobferved. 

Auguft 19. Oofs the Lion at a ford near its union with the Tay. To the north 
foars the rocky hill of Shi-hallin, or the paps ; and to the left lies the road to Ram- 
noch, noted for its lake and pine fore ft. 

Vifit Caftle Menzies, the feat of Sir Robert Menzies, placed romanticly at the foot 
of the northern fide of Strath-Tay. The woods that rife boldly above, and the grey 
rocks that peep between, are no flnall embellilhment to the vale. Far up the hill are 
the remains of a hermitage, formed by two fides of native rock, and two of wall, fome 
centuries paft, the retreat of the chief of the family, who difgufted with the world, re¬ 
tired here, and refigned his fortune to a younger brother. 

Crofs lay-bridge, and vifit on the oppofite fide, Monefs, a place Mr. Fleming isfo 
happy as to call himfelf owner of. A neat walk conducts you along the Tides of a deep 
and well-wooded glen, enriched with a profufion and variety of cafcades, that ftrike 
with aftonifliment. The firft, which lies on the left, runs down a rude ftaircafe with 
numbers of landing-places, and patters down the fteps with great beauty. Advancing 
along the bottom, on the right, is a deep and darkfome chafm, water-worn for ages ; 
the end filled with a great cataratt, confiding of feveral breaks. The rocks more pro¬ 
perly arch than impend over it, and trees imbrown and fliade the whole- 

Afcend a zig-zag walk, and, after a long labour, crofs the firft cafcade. The path 
is continued among the woods to the top of the hill: emerge into a corn-field, re-enter 
the wood, and difeover, from the verge of an immenfe precipice, another cafaraft, 
forming one vaft iheet, tumbling into the deep hollow, from whence it gulhes furioufly, 
and is inftantly loft in a wood beneath. 

No ft ranger muft omit vifiting Monefs, it being an epitome of every thing that can 
be admired in the curiofity of water-falls. 

Auguft. 20. Leave Tay mouth. Soon reach the eaftern extremity of Lord Bread- 
albane’s eft ate ; which, I may now fay from experience, reaches near a hundred miles; 
having feen the other end among the flare iflands in the weftern fea. The anceftor of 
Lord Iireadalbane’s being atked why he placed his houfe at the extremity of his eftate, 
anfwered, that he intended it Ihould be in time in the middle of it. I11 thofe clays he. 
might have a profpefl: of making his words good. 

Ride along the banks of the Tay. The river flows in frequent reaches of confider- 
able length, which are finely bordered with corn-fields, intermixed with fmall groves; 
both which fpread on both fides, far up the hills. Crofs Tay-bridge, and continue the 
fame fort of pleafing ride, with one variation only, and that for a fmall l'pace, where 
the banks heighten, and are eloathed with hanging woods; and near them are a few 
rifings covered with broom. 
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A little below Tay-bridge enter that division of Perthfhire, called Athol, infamous 
fays Camden, for its witches ; with more truth, at prefent, to be admired for its high 
improvements, natural and moral. 

Enter the parifli of Logierait, containing about 2,200 inhabitants. Go through the 
little town of Logierait, in feudal days the feat of the regality court, where the family of 
Athol had an extent! ve civil and criminal jurifdiftion, By power delegated from the 
crown, the great men had formerly courts, a with fock, Jack, pitt # and gallows, toill 
and hame, mfaftgihief and outfangthief, had power to Jiald courts for ftauehter ; and 
to doe juft ice upan ane man taketl with rheifu, that is feifed t hair with in hand have-and, 
or on back bearand.” Juftice. was adminiftered with great expedition, and too often 
with; vindiftve feverity : originally the time of trial and execution was to be within three 
funs: about the latter end of the laft century, the execution was extended to nine days 
after fentence : but, on a rapid and unjuft execution in Hamilton f, in the year 1720, 
the time was to be deferred for forty days, on the fbuth, and fixty on the north, of the 
Tay, that the cafe might reach the royal ear, and inajefty have opportunity of exerting 
its brigbteft prerogative. 

Above the town, is the poor remnant of the cattle, defended on the aeceffiblefide by 
a deep ditch : the other is of great iteepnefs. It is laid to have been a hunting feat of 
Alexander III. The profpeft from hence is fine; for three beautiful vales, and two 
great rivers, the Tay and the Tumel, unite beneath. This was felefted as the place of 
execution, that the criminal might appear a finking example of juftice to fo great an ex¬ 
tent of country* I mu ft add, that P ex ecuteur de la haute juftice had his houfe free, and 
two pecks of meal, and a certain fee, for every difehargeot his office. 

Defcend, and am ferried over the Tumel: reach the great road to Blair, and turn¬ 
ing to the left, reach Dallhian ; where on the fummit of a little hilf, in an area of a 
hundred and fixty feet diameter, is the ruin of St, Catherine’s chapel: on the accef- 
fible fide of a hill is a ditch of great depth. This place feems to have been an ancient 
Britifli poft - and that in after-times the founder of this chapel might prefer the fitua- 
tion on account of the fecurity it might afford to the devotees in a barbarous age* 
There are in other parts of this parifb remains of chapels, and other religious founda¬ 
tions, as at Kiilichaffie, Tillipurie, Chapeltown, and PiJgir; and at Killichange may be 
feen a ruin, furrounded with woods, with the rolling waters of the Tumel adding fo- 
lemnity to the fituation. 

Enter the parlfli of Mouline, Ma-oline, or the little lake, from the wet fituation of 
part: that called the Hollow of Mouline is the mod fertile. The parifh contains about 
two thoufancl five hundred fouls. Their manufactures, and thofeof Logierait, are the* 
fam^ in both great quantities of flax being fpun into yam ; and much" flax imported 
from Holland and the Baltic for that purpofe, befides'what is raifed in the country. 
Notwithftanding the apparent fertility of thefe vales, the produce of oats, bear, and 
potatoes, is not equal to the confiimption ; but quantities of meal are i moor ted. Bar¬ 
ley bread is much ufed in thefe parts, and efteemed to be very wbolefome* 

To the honour of the landlords of all the trafts I pafted over fince my landing, none 
of the tenants have migrated. They are encouraged in manufactures and rural ceefon- 
omy. The ladies promote the article of cleantinefs among the lower order of females 
by little pr&mia: for example the Duehefs of Athol rewards with fmart hats the lafles 
who appear nested in riiofe parts, where her Grace’s influence extends. 

Women were ufually panifhed by drowning* f Life of Captain Fori ecus* London *737* p* 3 S. 
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In this parifli are confiderable natural woods of oak : they are cut done in twenty 
years for the fake of the bark, which is here an important article of commerce. The 
timber fells at little or no price, being too fmall for life. 

The common difeafes of this country (I may fay of the Highlands in general) are 
fevers and colds. The putrid fever makes great ravages. Among tile nova cohort 
febmum which have vifited the earth, the ague was till of late a ft ranger here. The 
Glacach, or, as it is fometinxes called, the Mac-douaUs diforder, is not uncommon. 
The afflicted finds a tightnefs and fullnefs in his cheft r as is frequent in the beginning, 
of coniumptinns. A family of the name of Macdonald, an hereditary race of Mae- 
haons, pretend to the cure by glacach, or handling of !he part alfefied, in the fame 
manner as the trifh Mr. Greatreaks, in the lad century, cured by ftroking. The Mac- 
donals touch the part, and mutter certain charms; but, to their credit, never accept a 
fee on any entreaty. 

Common colds are cured by. Brochan, or water grnel, fweetened with honey ; or 
by a dofe of butter and honey melted in fpirits, and adminiftered as hot as polUble. 

As I am on this fubjeft, I fhall in this place continue the lift of natural remedies,, 
which were found efficacious before they began to 

Pee the Do&or Tor His naufcous draught. 

Adult perfons freed themfelves from colds, in the dead of winter, by plunging into 
the river; immediately going to-bed under a load of deaths* and fweating away their 
complaint. 

Warm cow’s milk in the morning, or two parts milk and one water, a little treacle 
and vinegar made into whey, and drank warm, freed the Highlander from an inveterate 
cough. 

The chin-cough was cured by a decodion of apples, and of the mountain afh, 
fweetened with brown fugar* 

Confumptions, and all the diforders of the liver, found a finiple remedy in dunking 
of butter-milk* 

Stale urine and bran made very hot, and applied to the part, freed the rheumatic 
from his excruciating pains* 

Fluxes were cured by the ufeof meadow ftoeet, or jelly of bilberry, or a poultice of 
flour and fuet; or new churned butter; or ftrong cream and fre£h fuet boiled, and. 
drank plentifully morning and evening. 

Formerly the wild carrot boiled, at prefent the garden carrot, proved a s relief in can¬ 
cerous, or ulcerous cafes* Even the faculty admit the falutary efleft of the carrot-poul¬ 
tice in fweetening the intolerable foe tor of the cancer, a property till lately neglected 
or unknown. How rcafonable would it be therefore, to make trial of thele other re¬ 
medies, founded in all probability, on rational observation and judicious attention to 
nature 1 

Perfons affefted with the fcrophula imagined they found benefit by expofing ihs 
part every day to a ftream of cold water* 

Flowers of daifies, and narrow and broad leaved plantane* were, thought to be reme¬ 
dies for the ophthalmia. 

Scabious root, or the bark of afh tree burnt, was adminiftered for the tooth-ach. 

The water ranunculus is ufed inftead of canthrades to raife blifters. 

But among the ufeful plants, the Corr or Cor-meille * mull not be omitted, whofe 
root dried are the fupport of the Highlanders in long joumies, amidit the barren hills 

* Grbttes tuberafusj wood pesfev Hudf. FL Ang, 274, 
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deftitute of the fupports of life; and a fmall quantity, like the alimentary powders, will 
for a long time repel the attacks of hunger. Infufed in liquor it is an agreeable bever¬ 
age, and, like the Nepenthe of the Greeks, exhilirates the mind. From the fimilitude 
of found in the name, it fcems to be the fame with Chara, the root difcovered bv the 
foldiers of Csefar at the liege of Dyrrachium *, which fteeped in milk was fuch a relief 
to the famifhed army. Or we may reafonably believe it to have been the Caledonian 
food defcribed by Dio f, of which the quantity of a bean would prevent both hunger 
and thirfl: and this, fays the biftorian, they have ready for all occafions. 

Among the plants of mere rarity, mull be reckoned the trailing thyme leaved Azalea, 
and the reclining Sibbaldia. The firft is found, on .Crouachan, and on Benmore $ the 
laft on Benmore. 

Mr. John Stuart informed me, that he had difcovered, infome part of Breadalbane, 
the Betula Nana, or Dwarf Birch. This plant grows in plenty in fome boggy ground 
in the canton of Schweitz, where the natives believe it to be the fpecies with which our 
Savicur was fcourged ; and from that period it was curfed with a Hunted growth. 

For burns, they boil cream till it becomes oil, and with it anoint the.part. 

The Itch declines in proportion as cleanlinefs gains ground. It may happen that 
that diforder may be fought in the purlieus of St. Giles’s, and other feats of filth, po¬ 
verty, and debauchery, in our great towns. 

During the unhappy civil wars of this kingdom in the laft century, a loathfcme and 
horrible diftemper, originating from the vices of mankind, made its appearance in the 
Highlands, and was fuppofed to have been communicated firft bv the parliament’s gar- 
rifon at Inverlochy. It has fince diffufed itfelf over molt parts of the Highlands, and 
even crept into the Lowlands, feeming to have accompliflied the divine menace, in vifit- 
ing the fins of the father upon the children to the third and fourth generation. 

.The i ecital is difagreeable, but too curious to be fopprefled ; and therefore, not to 
betray the delicate mind into a difgufting narrative, I throw it into the Appendix, and 
leave the perufal to the choice of the reader. 

I fiiall now proceed from the diforders of the body to thofe of the foul; for what 
elfe are the fuperftitions that infeft mankind ? a few unnoticed before are ftill preferved, 
or have till within a fmall /pace teen found in the places I have vifited, and which may 
merit mention, as their exiltence in a little time may happily be loft. 

After marriage, the bride immediately walks round the church, unattended by the 
bridegroom. I he precaution of loofoning every knot about the new-joined pair is 
ftridly obftrved, for fear of the penalty denounced in the former volumes. It mud be 
remarked that the cuftom is obferved even in France, nouer I'amiilletta being a com¬ 
mon phrafe for difappointments of this nature. & 

Matrimony is avoided in rhe month of January, which is called in the Erfe the cold 
month ; but what is more lingular, the ceremony is avoided even in the enlivening 
month of May. Perhaps they might have caught this fuperftition from the Roman?, 
.who had the lame dread of entering into the nuptial ftate at that feafon : for the amo- 
Toys Ovid informs us, 

Nec vidux t^dis cadem* nee virgmis apfca 
Teuipora, qiize nnpJit non diuturna fuit* 

Hac qtioque dt caufn, fi te provevbia tangunt, 

■ Menfe malas Maio nubere vdgusait, FafH v. 


Vo 
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No tapers then (hill burn ; for never bride. 

Wed in ill feafon* long her biffs enjoy Vj, 

If you are fond of prove bs. always fay* 

No lafs proves thrifty, who is wed in May. 

After baptiftn, the firff meat that the company taftes is erowdie, a mixture of meal 
and water, or meal and ale thoroughly mixed ; of this every periba takes three fpoon- 
fulls. 

The mother never fets about any work till (he has been kirked. In the church of Scot¬ 
land there is no ceremony on the occafion ; but the woman, attended by fame of her 
neighbours, goes into the church, fomethnes. in fervice*time,but oftener when it is empty 3 
goes out again, furrounds it, refreshes herfelf at fome public-houfe, and then returns 
home. Before this ceremony foe is looked on as unclean, never is permitted to eat 
with the family; nor will any one eat of the victuals foe has dreffed. 

It has happened that, after baptifm, the father has placed a bafket filled with broad 
and cheefe on the pot hook that impended over the fire in the middle of the room, 
which the company fit around ; and the child is thrice handed acrofs the fire, with the 
defign to fruftrate all attempts of evil fpirils or evil eyes. This originally feems to have 
been defigned as a purification, and of idolatrous origin, as the Ifraelites made their 
children pafs through the fire to Moloch, The word ufed for charms in general is colas 
or knowlege, a proof of the high repute they were once held in. Other charms were 
fry led paiders, a word taken from the Pater nojler. A necklace is called padreuchain, 
becaufe on turning every bead they ufed one of thefe paiders, Other charms again are 
called toifgeuls, from the ufe of particular verfes of the gofpel. 

The fuperttition of making pilgrimages to certain wells or chapels is ftili preferved; 
that to St, Phiilan’s is much in vogue \ and others again to different places. The ob¬ 
ject is relief from the diforders mankind labour under. In fome places the pilgrims 
only drink of the water; in others they undergo immerfion, 

A Highlander, in order to prote£t himfelf from any harms apprehended from the 
fairy tribe, will draw round himfelf a circle with a fapling of the oak- This may be a 
relique of druidifm, and only a continuation of the refpeft paid to the tree held in fuch 
veneration by theprietthood of our anceftors. 

They pay great attention to their lucky and unlucky days. The Romans could not 
be more attentive on fimilar occafiom ; and furely the Highlander may be excufed the 
fuperftition, fimee Auguttus * could fay that he never went abroad on the day following 
the Nundin&i nor began any ferious undertaking on the and that merely to avoid 

the unlucky omen. The Scotrifh mountaineers etteem the let'll of May unfortunate, 
and the day of the week that it has happened to fail on. Thus Thurfday is a black day 
for the prefent year, 

They are alfo very claffical in obferving what they fir ft meet on the commencement 
of a journey. They confider the looks, garb, and character of the firft perfon they fee. 
If he has a good countenance, is decently dad, and has a fair reputation, they rejoice in 
the omen; if the contrary, they proceed with fears, or return home, and begin their 
journey a fecond time. 

The beltein, or the rural facrifice, on the firft of May G, S,, has been mentioned 
before- Hallow eve is alfo kept facred : as foon as it is dark, a perfon fets fire m a 
bufo of broom fattened round a pole, and, attended with a crowd runs about the village. 
He then flings it down, keeps great quantity of combuffible matters in it, and makes a 
great bonfire. A whole trafl is thus illuminated at the fame time, and makes a fine 


* Suetonius,, vit. Aug 1 , c. 92. 
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appearance. The carrying of the fiery pole appears to be a relique of druidifnt; for, 
lays Doctor Borlafe *, faces preferre was efteemed a fpcciep of pagan!fm, forbidden by 
cip Gallic councils, and the uccenfores facularttm were condemned to capital pumlhment, 
as if they facrifired to the devil. 

I he Highlanders form a fort of almanack or prefage of the weather of the enfurng 
year in the following manner: They make obfervation on twelve clays, beginning at 
fne Iali oi December, and hold as an infallible rule* that whatfoever weather happens 
on each ol thofe days, the fame will prove to agree in the correspondent months. Thus, 
January is to aufwer to the weather of December the-31 ,'t; February to that of January 
iff ; and lb with the reft. Ohbpeople (!i!l pay great .attention to this augury. 

lo ihefe iuperilitious may be added certain cultotns now worn out, which were pe¬ 
culiar to this country. 

In old times the great Highland families fent.their heir, as loon as he was weaned, 
to fome wealthy tenant, who educated him in the hardy manner of the country, at his 
own expence. When the foller-father reflored the child to his parents, he always fent 
with him a number of cows, proportioned to his abilities, as a mark of the fenfe he had 
of the honour done him. A fining attachment ever after fubfifted between the two fa- 
mi lies: the whole family oi the foller- father was received under the protozoa of the 
chieftain, and held in the highefl: efteem. 

To this day the greater cliieftaius are named by their clans from fome of their an- 
ceftors, eminent for ftrength, wifdom, or valour/ Thus the Duke of Arvyle is ftyted 
Mac-chailean mhoir, the fon of the great Colin. Lord Breadalbane, Mac-chailean 
nunc Dhonacni, the lbn of Colin, fon cV Duncan. The head of the family of Dunftaf- 
Mac-Innais; an Duin, or the fon of Angus of the hill. 

M 0ft ofthe old names of the Highlanders‘were derived from fome perfonal property, 
lhus Donald or Don-fliml figmfies brown eye; Fin-lay, white head ; Dun-can, broWn 
head ; Colin, qr Co-alum, beautiful; and Gorm-la, a blue eye. 

The old Highlanders were fo remarkable for their hofpitality that their doors were 
always Imt open, as if it were to invite the hungry travellers to walk in and partake of 
their meals; but if two crofs fticks were feen at the door, it was a fieri that the family 
was at dinner, and did not defire more guefis. In this cafe the churl was held in the 
higheft contempt; nor. would the mofi preiiing necefiity induce the paftenger to turn 
in ; r G / cat , / of P !talit y IS preferred through all parts of the country to the ftrantrer 
whole character or recommendations claim the mofi diftant pretenfions. But this virtue 
mmt ceate, or at belt leflen, in proportion as the inundation of travellers increafes • a 
quick luccefiion of new guefis will be found to be a trouble and an expence unfunport- 

c ; -Vi 1 ? Wi J ! hav ? this Confolation, that good inns will be the confluence even 

or a partial fubverfion of the hofpitable fyftem. A 

Stria fidelity is another diftinguilhing character of the Highlanders. Two inftances 
taken from diftant periods, will be fufficieut proofs of the high degree in which they 
poflefs this Aiming virtue. In the reign of James V., when the Clan chattan had railed 
a dangerous mfurreaion, attended with all the barbarities ufual in thofe days the' Earl 
of Murray raifed his people,Tuppreffed the infurgents, and ordered two hundred ofthe 
principal pruoners to execution. As they were led one by one to the gallows, the Earl 
ofieied them a pardon in cafe they would difeover the lurking place of their chieftain ■ 
but they unaiumoufly told him, that were they acquainted with it, no fort of pimiflnnent 
ihould ever induce them to be guilty of a breach of trull to their leader f. 


Antiq. Cornwall, 136. + Lefly de orlgine, moribus, et rebus geltis Scotorum, 405. 
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The other example is taken from more recent and mercenary days. In the year 
2746, when the young pretender preferred the preferyation of an unhappy life by an 
inglorious flight, to the honour of falling heroically with bis faithful followers in the 
field of Culloden, he for five months led the life of a fugitive, amidft a numerous and 
various fet of mountaineers. He trufted his perfon often to the lowefl: and mod diffo- 
lute of the people ; to men pinched with poverty, or accuftomed to rapine ; yet neither 
the fear of punilhment for aftifting the wretched wanderer, nor the dazzling allurement 
of the reward of thirty thou fund pounds, could ever prevail on any one to violate the 
laws of hofpitality, or be guilty of a breach of trull. They extricated him out of every 
difficulty; they completed his deliverance, preferving his life for mortifications more 
afflicting than the dreadful hard (hips he fit flamed during his long flight. 

Soon after entering the parifh of Mouline, leave on the right Ed rad our. At this 
place, on the top of a fteep den, are the remains of a circular building, called the Black 
caftle, about fixty feet diameter within fide, and the walls about eight feet thick. It is 
fuppofed to have been inhabited by an Engliih baron who married a Scots heirefs in the 
reign of Edward I, There Is another about a mile weft from the village of Mouline, 
near Balyou'an, and a third on an eminence fouth of the former. One of thefe an- 
fwers to another fimilar at Kiliichange, in the parilh of Logierait. Some conjecture 
thefe round buildings to have been intended for making fignals with fires in cafe of 
invafions; others think them to have been Tigh Falky, or a ftorehoufe for the conceal¬ 
ment of valuable effects in cafe of fudden inroads* The firft is a very probable opinion, 
as I can trace, approaching towards the weft fea, a chain of thefe edifices, one within 
fight of the next, for a very confiderable way. It is not unlikely, if fearch was made, 
but that they may even extend to the eaft fea, fo as to form a feries of beacons crofs this 
part of the kingdom. 

My worthy fellow-voyager, Mr. Stuart, has, from remarks on feveral in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Kilim, enabled me to trace them for feveral miles. To begin with the 
mod eaftern, next to thofe-I have mentioned, there is one on the hill of Drummin, 
oppofite to Taymouth, on the fide of the vale \ another lies within view, above the 
church of Fortingal: on the hill Druim-an-timhoir is a third, oppofite to Alt-mhuic, eaft 
of Miggerny : one under the houfe of Caflily, called Gaftal-mhic-neil; and another, 
about half a mile weft, of the name of Caftal-a-chon-bhaican, a crooked ftone called 
Con-bhacan, beingerected about two hundred feet eaft from it, and fo named, from a 
tradition that the Nimrods of old times tied their dogs to it with a leathern thong, when 
they returned from the chace. The figure of this building differs from the others, 
being oval* : the greateft length within the wall is feventy-one feet j the breadth forty; 
the thicknefs at the Tides twelve feet, at the ends only eight. The door at the eaft end 
low and narrow, covered with a flag. 

But the rnoft entire is that ftyled Caftal-an dui, lying at the foot of the hill Grianan, 
on the farm of Caflily, three miles weft from Miggerny, On the north-weft fide is a 
ftone twenty-nine feet long, and nine thick, which fupplies part of the buildingon the 
out fide. The form of this building is a circle: the thicknefs from eleven to twelve 
feet j and within the place where the great ftone (lands, is an additional ftrength of 
wall, about ei^ht feet thick. The mod complete place is nine feet and a half high: the 
diameter within the wall is forty-five feet. The greateft part of the Hones ufed in this 
edifice are from three tq fix feet long, and from one and a half to three feet thick, 

* The Faghg ns Bin e:ghe, or the work of one night, engraved book jIL tab. viu. of Mr. Wright’» 
Louisiana, is fimilar to this. 
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About three hundred yards well from this is another, called Caftal-an-Deirg. A 
mile farther well is another, of the name of Fiam-nam-boinean; and lafily, within fight 
of this, five mites dillant, on the fide of a hill called Ben-chaflal, is one more, the moll 
wellerly of any we have yet had intelligence of. Moll, if not all of thefe, lie in Glen- 
Lion. The tradition of the inhabitants refpe&ing them is included in thefe lines: 

Da chaifteal-deug aig Feann 
Ann an crom-gmeaun nar dach. 

That is, m Fingal, the king of heroes, had twelve towers in the winding valley of the 
grey-headed Hones.” 

I mult mention two others, that are out of the line of thefe, yet might be fubfervient 
to their ufe. One lies on the north fide of Loch-Tay, about five miles eall of Kilim, 
above the public road. The other called Caifteal Baraora, on the fouth fide, about a 
quarter of a mile from the lake, and a meafured mile eaft of Achmore, the feat of Mr. 
Campbel, of Achalader. 

On the top of a great eminence, a furlong from this, are the remains of a vail in- 
clofure, a llrong hold, of the fame nature with that I faw in Glen-elg *, to which the 
inhabitants might drive their cattle in time of invafion, on the fignals given from the 
round towers. The form tends to an oval; the greatefl length is three hundred 
and fixty feet; the breadth one hundred and twenty. No part of the wall is entire, 
but the Hones that formed it lie in ruins on the ground to the breadth of fifteen feet. 
Within, near the eall end, is the foundation of a reclangular building, thirty-eight feet 
long, ten broad. This poll commands a vaft view of the well end of Breadalbane, 
almoll to the head of the vallies of Glen-Dochart and Glen-Lochy ; and at a very finall 
difiance from it is feen the hill of Drummin, from whofe round tower the fignal might 
eafiiy be received. 

The round edifices of this internal part of Scotland, and thofe of the coatl and of the 
iflands, feem to have been erefted for the fame purpofe, but probably by different ar¬ 
chitects. The former are the labours of much lefs ikilful workmen; the Hones more 
rude, the facings lefs exafl and elegant, but not inferior to the manner now in ufe in 
the common dry walled houfes of the country. 

I cannot but think that all thefe buildings were originally conftrufted by the natives j 
and that thofe fo frequent in the iflands, and of fuch iuperior workmanlhip, might have 
been rebuilt by the Danes and Norwegians, on the fame model, but more artificially 
than thofe they found on the fpot. From all the enquiries I have made among the 
natives of Scandinavia, 1 do not learn that any Tuch buildings are known there, a fingle 
inftance excepted on the Sualefberg t, a mountain half a Norwegian league difiant from 
Drontheim. If no more are difcovered, it is probable that the invaders did not bring 
this mode of building with them. But they might have confidered the ufe and conve- 
niency of thefe ftru&ures, and adopted the plan, making fuch improvements as ap¬ 
peared to them neceffary. Thus, in fome they formed walls, with galleries within ; and 
in others, erefted finall buildings in the areas to protect them from the inclemency 
of the weather; for being in an enemy’s country, the Danes were obliged to ufe them 
as tittle garrifons; on the contrary, the natives never might confider them in any other 

* Voyage to the Hebrides, p. 33 6 —p. 261 of this volume. 

-j- The building dludeiTro was the work of King Mierre, who died in 1202, about a hundred and four 
years after thefe ifles were made fubjeft to Norway by Magnus the Barefooted. Suerre might therefore 
ba*e taken the model of this fingle tower from the Hebrides, 

J Vide the Voyage to the Hebrides, p, 21^ j$2, 358* — p. 265 of this volume, 
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li^ht than as fliort and temporary retreats from an invading enemy. It is alio pietty 
certain, that the Danes either never reached fome of the places where =.<?» fiaetaefo 
buildings, or at leaft never made any more than a fliort inroad. On the other hand, 
they poffeffed the iflands and fome of the coafts for a longferies of years, and had ample 
time to fo m any improvements that were agreeable to them. 

A few other antiquities are alfo found in this parifh. On a plain below Dirnanean 
in Strath-Ardle, is a circular mount, compofed of fmall round hones, mixed with earth, 
coated with turf, on whofe fummit is an ere& four-fided ftone, of a confiderable fize. 
'Phis feems a fepulchral memorial of fome perfon of rank, whofe urn is probably be¬ 
neath. Another ftone of the fame kind is alio to be feen at fome diftance from it, at 
the edge of the river. 

At the eaft end of the fame plain is the appearance of a grave, fix teen feet long, 
with a large ftone at each end. In the language of the country this is ftyled the grave 
of high blood, from a tradition that a Daniih prince was flam and interred here. It is 
fvtfpefted that a Ikirmilh might have been fought here, and the flain in general buried 
in this place. 

Of caftles of a more modern date, this parifh boafts only one, in the hollow of Mou¬ 
lin e, of a fquare form, built with bad whin ftone, cemented with hot lime, fo ftrong as 
fcarcely to be broken. Two round towers yet remain, and a tranfverfe wall. The 
veftige of the ditch is ftiil to be traced. The inhabitants afcribe the building to one of 
the Cummins; but Sir James Balfour *, wish more certainty, gives it to Thomas of 
Galloway, Earl of Athol, and acquaints us that it was the refidence of the ancient Earls. 

Proceed on my way; and, after a fliort ride through a barren and dreary trad, am 
again enraptured with the charms of Faikally, which appears like fairy ground, amid ft 
the wild environs 1 of craggy mountains, ikirted with woods; it is feated in a beautiful 
meadow, on one ftde bordered with woods, on the other bounded by the Trnnel, rival 
in fize to the Tay, which at a fmall diftance appears again gufliing from between the 
wooded rocks, and tumbling down a precipice of great height, to water thefe delicious 
fcenes. 

Salmons annually force their paifage even up this furious cataract, and are taken here 
in a moil aitlefs manner: a hamper, fattened to a wicker-rope, pinned into a deft of 
the rock by a ftick, is flung into the ftream: now and then a fiih, in the fall from its 
effort to get up, drops into this little ware. It is not to be fuppofed that the owner can 
enrich himfelf by the capture : in fact, the chance of his good fortune is hired out ftt the 
annual rent of one pound fourteen {hillings. 

At other times the fiflier flings into the ftream below a crow-foot, or caltrop, fat¬ 
tened to a long rope. On this inftniinent the fahnons often transfix themfelves, and 
are drawn up to land. Another method, of much rifque to the adventurer, is.at times 
pra&ifed. A perfon feats himfelf on the brink of the precipice, above the catarafb; 
and fixes one foot in the noofe of a wicker-cord : here he experts the leap of a falmon, 
armed with a fpear: the moment the fifh rifes, he darts his weapon at the hazard of fall¬ 
ing into the water by his own effort, or the ftruggle of his prey. 

A little to the eaft of this fall the Garrie unites itfelf with the Tutnel, a river that 
rifes from a lake thirteen computed miles above Blair. The noted pafs of Killicrankie 
is formed by the hills that impend over it on each fide; the waters of the Garrie rufli- 
ing beneath in a deep, darkfome, and horrible channel; in the lafl: century a pafs of 
much danger and difficulty, a path hanging over a tremendous precipice* threatening 
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deflruftion to the leaf! falie ftep of the traveller ; at preterit a fme road, formed by the 
Ibidiery rent, by government, and encouraged by fix pence per day added to the pay, 
gives an eafy accefs to the remoter Highlands* A fine arch over the Game joins the 
once impervious fides* 

Near the north end of this pafs, in its unimproved and arduous ffcate, on an open 
fpace, was fought the celebrated battle of Killicrankie ; when the gallant Vifcount Dun¬ 
dee fell in the moment of victory, and with him all the hopes of the abdicating monarch* 
The enemies of this illuftrious hero made his eulogy : Mackay, the defeated general, in 
the courfe of his flight, pronouncing the death of his antagonht; Was Dundee alive/’ 
fays he, my retreat would not have been thus uninterruptedd* His body was inter¬ 
red in the church of Blair* His glory required no infcription to perpetuate it; yet the 
elegance of his epitaph, compofed by Dodtor Archibald Pitcairn, merits repetition, doing 
equal honour to the hero and poet; 

TJlliine Scolomm, potuit quo fulpne folo 
Liberia® patrLe falva fuilFe tu;c* 

Temonente novos aceepit Scotia elves: 

Accepitque novas de morknte Deos. 

Ilia tibi fuperefle negat,tu non poles illi. 

Ergo Caledonins nomen inane vale. 

Tuque vale gent is prifcse fortiflime du£lor, 

Optime Scotorum atque ultime, Grame, vale, 

O laft and bell of Scots 1 who did 11 maintain 

Thy country's freedom from a foreign reign ; 

New people fill the land, now they are gone ; 

New gods the temples, and new kings the throne: 

Scotland and thou did each in other live, 

Thou could 5 it not her, nor con'd Jhe thee furvive ; 

Farewel, thou, living, that didft fupport the Hate, 

And couMft not fall, but by thy country's fate* E>a yden* 

Augull 2i. Continue my ride to Athol-houfe, in the Blair of Athol, feated oil an 
eminence above a plain watered by the Garrie 5 a moll outrageous flream, whofe ra¬ 
vages have greatly deformed the valley by the vail beds of gravel it has left behind. 

The houfe or caltle is of uncertain antiquity : the old ell part is called Cummin's 
tower, being fuppofed to have been built by John, commonly called de Strathbogy, who 
enjoyed the title of Athol in right of his wife. It became the principal feat of his fuc- 
ceffors. In 1644 the Marquis of Montrofe poflefied himfelf of it, and was joined by a 
large body of the Athol Highlanders, to whofe bravery he was indebted for the victory 
at Tibbirmoor. In the troubles of 1653, the place was taken by llorm by Colonel 
Daniel *, an officer of Cromwell, who, unable to remove a magazine of provifion lodged 
there, deftroyed it by powder. In 1689, it occafioned one of the greatefl events of 
the time, being the caufe that brought on the celebrated battle of Killicrankie. An 
officer belonging to Vifcount Dundee flung himfelf into it, and refilling to deliver it to 
Lord Murray, Ion to the Marquis of Athol, was by him threatened with a fiege. His 
lordlhip, to effefl the reduction, aflembled a body of forces and marched towards the 
place. Dundee knew the importance of preferving this pafs, and the communications 
with the Highland clans, in whom he had the greatell confidence f. With his ufual 
expedition he joined the garrifon ; and in a few days after concluded his glorious life 
with the well-known defeat of the royal forces under Mackay. 


* Wbitelock, 
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The I aft fiege it experienced was in 1746, when it was gallantly defended by Sir 
Andrew Agnew againft the rebels, who retired from before it a few weeks preceding 
the battle of Culloden* As foon as peace was eftablifhed, a confiderable part of that 
fort refs was reduced in height, and the Infide moft magnificently furnifhed* 

The views in front of the houfe are planted with fo much form, as to be far from 
pleafing, but the pi&urefque walks among the rocks on the other fide cannot fail to 
attrafl: the admiration of every traveller of tafle* The late Noble owner, with great 
judgment, but with no lefs difficulty, cut, or rather blafted out, walks along the vaft 
rocks and precipices that bound the rivers Banovy and Tilt. The waters are violent, 
and form in various places cafcades of great beauty. Pines and trees of feveral fpecies 
wave folemnly over the head, and darken the romantic fcene. The place appeared to 
great advantage: for the Highlands, as well as other beauties, have their good and their 
bad days. The glen, that in 1769 I thought deficient in water, now by reafon of the 
rains, looked to great advantage, and finiihed finely the rich fcenery of rock and wood* 

The York cafcade, a mile from the houfe, merits a vifit* It firft appears tumbling 
amidft the trees, at the head of a final 1 glen. The waters are foon joined by thofe of 
another that dart from the fide, Thefe united waters fall into a deep chafm, appear 
again, and, after forming four more catara£ts, are loft in the Tilt* which like wife dif- 
appears, having for a confiderable fpace excavated the rock we flood on 5 running in- 
vifible, with a roaring torrent, before it emerges to day. 

It is but of late that the North Britons became fenfible of the beauties of their coun¬ 
try ; but their fearch is at prefent amply rewarded* Very lately a catara£l of uncommon 
height was difeovered on the Bruer, a large ft ream about two miles north from this 
place* It is divided into five falls, vifible at once, and in a fine with each other : the 
four uppercnoft form together a fall of a hundred feet; the fifth alone Is nearly the 
fame height; fo that when the whole appear in front, in high floods, they fesem one 
flieet of near two hundred feet: a fight fcarcely to be paralleled in Europe, 

Trees of all kinds profper here greatly : larches of twenty years growth yield plank 
of the breadth of fifteen inches, The late Duke annually leifened the nakednefs of the 
hills, and extended his plantations far and wide. His attention to the culture of rhubarb 
muff not pafs unnoticed ; for his benevolent defign of rendering common and cheap 
this ufeful medicine, is bleft with the utmoft fuccefs* The roots which he had culti¬ 
vated in the light foils, fimiJar to thofe of the Tartarian deferts, the native place, in- 
creafe to a vaft fize: fome when frefh having been found to weigh fifty pounds, and 
to be equal in ftnell, tafte, and effect to thofe we import at an enormous expence to 
our country* On being dried, they flirink to one quarter of their original weight. 
There is reafon to fuppofe that the Scotch rhubarb may be fuperior in virtue to the 
foreign, the laft being gathered in all feafons, as the Mongall hunters chance to pafs 
by* They draw up the roots indifcriminately, pierce them at one end, and fling them 
on their belts, and then leave them to dry in their tents without further care* 

Aug, 22. Leave Athol houfe. Return by Fafkally along the great road £0 the junc¬ 
tion of the Tumel with the Tay. Nature hath formed, on each fide of the vale, mul¬ 
titude of terrafles, fome with graffy fide, others wooded. Art hath contributed to 
give this road an uncommon magnificence: Tuch parts, which want cleathing are 
planted not only with the ufual trees, but with flowering fhrubsj and the fides of the 
way are fodded in, the neatefl manner. In a little time the whole way from Dalna- 
cardoch £0 Perth, near forty-five miles, will appear like a garden ; if our filler Peggoes^ 
on at this rate, I wifli that, from a confefled flattern, fhe does not become downright 
finical* 14 
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On approaching Dunkeld, the vale becomes very narrow : at laft leaves only (pace 
for the road and the river, which runs bet ween hills covered with hanging woods, 'ihe 
town of Dunkeld is feated on the north fide of the Tay; is fuppofed to take its name 
From the word Dun a mount, and Gael the old inhabitants, or Caledonians, and to 
have been the Cajlrum Caledonia:, and the Oppdam Cakdoniorum of the old writers *. 
At prefent 1 could not hear of any velliges of Roman antiquity. The town is final!, 
has a fliare of the linen manufacture, and is much frequented in fuimner by invalids, 
who refort here for the benefit of drinking goats' milk and whey. 

This place in very early days became the feat of religion. Conflantine III. king 
of the Piets, at the inftance of Adamnanus is faid to have founded here a monaftery 
of Culdees, ’in honour of St. Columba, about the year 729 : thefe religious had wives 
according to the cuftom of the eaftern church, only they were prohibited from coha- 
bitino- dam virtjkm 'adminiftrarunt. About 1127 that pious prince David I. converted 
it into a cathedral, difplaced the Culdees, and made Gregory their abbot, the fir ft 
bifhopj who obtained from Pope Alexander III. ample proteftion and confirmation f. 
The revenue at the Reformation was 1505I. 10s. 4<I. Scots, befides a large contribu¬ 
tion of different forts of grain 

The prefent church was built by Robert Arden, the 15th bilhop, who was interred 
in it, about the year 143!) §. Except the choir, which fsrves as the parifh church, 
the reft exhibits a fine ruin, atnid the folemn feene of rocks and woods. The extent 
within is 1 20 feet by Go. The body is fupported by two rows of round pillars, with 
fquared capitals. The arches Gothic. 

" In the veftry-room is a large monument of the Marquis of Athol, who died in 1703. 
It is hung with the arms of all the numerous connexions of this illuflrious houfe, 
which, bv its great acceftor Sir James Stuart, called the Black Knight of Lorn, and firft 
Earl of Athol of the prefent family, may boaft of being related to every crowned head 
in Europe, excepting the Grand Segnior* 

In the body of the church is a tomb with the recumbent effigies in armour of Alex¬ 
ander Stuart, Earl of Buchan, third foil of Robert II. by Elizabeth More ; a perfon of 
moft uncommon impiety |[; and for his cruelty juftly ftyled the Wolf of Badenoch. 
Yet his epitaph, when entire, ran thus : 

“ Hie jacet bona; memorise, Alexander Senefcallus comes de Buchan et dominusde 
Badenoch, qui obiit 24 Novemb. 1394.” 

The cathedral was demolilhed in 15591 the monuments were deflroyed in 1698, by 
the garrifon that was placed there at that time. I looked in vain for the tomb of Mar- 
jory Scot, who died at Dunkeld, January 6th, 1728. Her epitaph was compofed by 
Alexander Pennicuik, and is faid to have been inferibed in memory of her longevity. 
It thus addreffes the reader: 


Stop, pallenger, until my life you read, 

The living may get knowledge from the dead* 
Five times five years I liv'd a virgin life.; 

Five limes five years X liv'd a happy wife ; 

Ten times five years 1 Jiv*d a widow chaile ; 
£n t ow wearied of this mortal life 1 reft 
Betwixt nvy cradle and my grave were feen 
Bight mighty kings of Scotland and a queen. 


# Boethius, lib* ix p. 167. Buchapan, lib.il, c. 4 z. 
X Maitland, Hilt, Scot* i* 244* § 

J1 4th Edit, Tour Scot. 297. 


§ Moateitli’s Epitaphs, 239* 
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Four times fUc years p Commonwealth I faw-j 
Ten times the fuhje£brile againft the law; 

Thrice did l fee old prelacy pnlPd down, 

And til rice the cloak was humbled by the gown, 

A n end of Stnart^s race I faw, nay more, 

I faw my country fold for Englifh ore. 

Such deviations in my time have been; 

1 have an end of all perfeftion feen. 

The great ornament of this place is the Duke of Athol’s extenfive" improvements, 
and magnificent plantations, bounded by crags with fummits of a tremendous height. 
The- gardens extend along the fide of the river, and command from different parts 
the moil beautiful and pfourefque views of wild and gloomy nature that can be con¬ 
ceived. . ^ , 

Afcend the hill, and from a fouthern brow have a view of a chain of fmall lakes, 
on whofe banks is Leagh Wood, an eilate granted by James III, to John Stuart, Eail 
of Athol, as a reward for his victory over the great Macdonald of the ifles. 

Return towards the north, along an extenfive flat, bounded on the right byvaft 
and precipitous crags. On this plain is planted abundance of rhubarb, by way of trial 
whether it will fucceed as well in thefe wild trafts as in the manured foils. Walk 
through a narrow pafs, bounded by great rocks. One retains the name of the King ? s 
feat having been the place where the Scottiih monarchs placed themfelves, in order 
to direft their {hafts with advantage at the flying deer driven that way for their amufe- 
ment. A chace of this kind had very nearly prevented the future miferies of the un¬ 
happy Mary Stuart. The ftory is well told by William Barclay, in his t eatife contra 
Mmarchomacbos -• it gives a lively pifiure of the ancient manner of hunting and, on 
that account, will perhaps be acceptable to the reader in an tnglifh drefs. 

« I once had a fight of a very extraordinary fort, which convinced me of what I 
have laid. In the year 1563, the Earl of Athol, a prince of the blood royal, had, 
with much trouble and vail expence, a hunting-match for the entertainment^ of our 
moll illuftrious and molt gracious Queen. Our people call this a royal hunting. - I 
was then a young man, and was prelent on that occafion: two thoufand Highlanders, 
or wild Scotch, as you call them here, were employed to drive to the- hunting ground 
all the deer from the woods and hills of Athol!, Badenoch, Marr, Murray, and the 
countries about. As thefe Highlanders ufe a light drefs, and -are very fwift of foot, 
they went up and down fo nimbly, that in lefs than two months time they brought 
together two thoufand red deer, befides roes and fallow deer. 1 he Queen, the great 
men, and a number of others, were in a glen when all thefe deer were brought before 
them ; believe me, the whole body moved forward in foinething like battle order. 
This fight ftill ftrikes me, and ever will itrike me; for they had a leader-whom they 

followed clofe wherever he moved. . ,,, 

“■ This leader was a very fine flag with a very-high'head : this fight delighted the Queen 
very much, but {he foou had caufe for fear.; . upon the Earl’s lwho had been from his 
eartv days accuftotned to fuch fights) addrefling thus 5 ^ Do you obfery*? that flsg 
who is foremoft of the herd, there is danger from that flag, for if either fear or rage 
ffiould force him from the ridge of that hill, let every one look to himielf, for none of 
us will be out of the way of harm; for the reft will follow this one, and haviug thrown 
us under foot,-they will open a- paffage to this hill behind -us.’ What happened a mo- 

* Py m! (lake lie niew of this place, in the fidl and fccond edit, of the Tout, i* called the £ feat, 
tear Bmt, 
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ment after confirmed this opinion : for the Queen ordered one of the heft dogs to be 
let loofe on one of the deer; this the dog purfues, the leading ftag frighted, he flies by 
the fame way he had come there, the reft rufh after him and break out where the 
thickeft body of the Highlanders was ; they had nothing for it but to throw themfelves 
flat on the heath, and to allow the deer to pafs over them* It was told the Queen that 
feveral of the Highlanders had been wounded, and that two or three had been killed 
outright; and that the whole body had got off, had not the Highlanders, by their Gull 
in hunting, fallen upon a ftractagem to cut off the rear from the main body. It was 
of thofe that had been feparated that the Queen’s dogs and thofe of the nobility made 
daughter. There were kilted that day 360 deer, with five wolves, and fotne roes.” 

From the fumimt of the King’s feat is a beautifut profpect to the north of Strath-Fay; 
and to the fouth, a flill finer one of the winding of the river, through a tract enriched 
with corn-fields, and varied with frequent woods ; and, at a diftance, the celebrated 
wood of Birnum, and hill of Dunfinane. 

On defeending into the gardens, vifit the houfe, or rather villa, belonging, to the 
Duke of Athol; frnall, but furnifhed with peculiar elegance; the windows are finely 
painted by Mr* Singleton, an eleve of the houfe, whole performances do him much 
credit. 

Crofs the Tay, to vifit the improvements on the banks of the great torrent Bran, 
which ruJhes Impetuoufly over its rugged bottom- All this part is a mixture of culti¬ 
vation, with vaft rocks fpringing out of the ground, among .which are conducted 
variety of walks, bordered with flowers and lowering flirubs, and adorned with num¬ 
bers of little buildings, in the ftyle of the oriental gardens. 

Continue my ride on the weft fide of the Tay, and foon quit this auguft entrance 
into the Scottifh Alps. The mountains gradually fink, the plain expands, and agri¬ 
culture increafes* Arrive in the plain of Stormont, a part of Strathmore, or the great 
plain, being the moft extenfive of any in North Britain, bounded on the north by the 
Grampian hills, on the fouth by thofe of Ochil, and of Seidlow, and on the eafl by the 
fea; ftretching at one extremity within a frnall diftance of Sterling, at the other to 
Stonehive in the Merns, but diftinguiflied in different places by different names. 

Pafs by a neat fettlement of weavers, called, from the in habitants, Spittlefields. This 
country is very populous, full of fpinners, and weavers of buckrams and coarle .cloths 
orftentings; of which twelve millions of yards are annually exported from Perth* 
Much flax is raifed here, and the country is full of corn, but not fufficient to fup- 
ply the numerous inhabitants* Late at night reach Inch-tuthel, the modern Del- 
vin, the feat of John Mackenzie* Efq. where I found a continuation of Highland 
hofpitality. 

The flotation of this houfe is of ftrange Angularity ; on a flat of a hundred and fifty- 
four Scotch acresf, regularly fteep on every fide, and in every part of equal height; 
that is to fay, about fixty feet above the great plain of Stormont, which it ftands on. 

# Mr. Mackenzie’s father, who was a good antiquary, held this to have been part of the land granted 
by Kenneth to the gallant Hay, the hero of the battle of Loncarty, whofe descendants polfefled it four or 
five centuries. 

! The difference between the meaftires of land in Scotland and thofe ufed in England, is in proportion 
to the Scots fall of fix Scots ells length and the Ergllfh perch, which by ftatute is m length five yards and 
a half, whereby the acres ftand thus: one Scots acre is, one acre one rood and one perch Englilh ; too 
Scots are 125 acres 2 roods 33 perches: fo that the proportion 13 nearly as four is to five. It is to be ob- 
ferved, that there k no ftatute for the Scots chain, as there is for the Englifh ; only a very old cuftom, which 
Teems to have been brought from the Paris Royal Arpent, which is nearly the fame with that ufed at pre¬ 
fect in Scotland, and called the Scots acre. 
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The figure is a'fo remarkable, and much better to be expreffed by an engraving than 
by any defeription of mine. 

Two nations took advantage of this natural ftrength, and filuated them ft'Ives on it. 
The Pias, the long poffeffors of thefe ealtern parts of the kingdom, in all probability 
had here an oppidum, or town, fuch as uncivilized people inhabited in early limes: 
often in the midft of woods, and fortified all round with a dike. Pierre we find the 
veftiges of fuch a defence, a mound of Hones and earth running along the margin of 
the fleep, in many places entire, in others, time or accident hath rendered it lefs yifible, 
or hath totally deflroyed it. The Hones were not found on the fpot, but were brought 
from a place’ two miles diHant, where quarries of the fame kind are Hill in ufe. 

Another dike croffes the ground, from margin to margin, in the place it begins to 
grow narrow. This feems intended as the firH defence againH an enemy, fhould the 
inhabitants fail in defending their outworks, and be obliged to quit their ftation and 
retire to a flronger part. Near the extremity is what I fhould name then citadel , 
for a final I portion of the end is cut off from the reft by five great dikes, and as many 
deep foffes, and within that is the ftrong hold, impregnable againft the neighbouring 
nations. 

This place had alfo another fecurity which time hath diverted from them: the 
river Tay once entirely environed the place, and formed it into an ifland, as the name 
in the antient language, which it Hill retains, imports; that of Inch-tuthel, or the ille 
of Tuthel. The river at. prefent runs on one fide only ; but there are plain marks on 
the north in particular, not only of a channel, but of fome pieces of water, oblong, 
narrow, and pointing in the direction the lay had taken, before it had ceafed to in- 
fulate this piece of ground. I cannot afeertain i he period when its waters confined 
rhemfelves to one bed; but am informed that a grant Hill exifts from one of the 
James’s of a right of fifhing in the river, at Caput-mac-Athol, eaft oi the place. 

It is not to be imagined that there can be any traces of the habitations ot a people 
who dwelt in the mod perifhable hovels: but as the mo ft barbarous nations paid 
more attention to the remains of the dead than to the conveniency of the living, they 
formed, either for the protection of the reliques of their chieftains from infults of 
man, or lavage beaft, or for fepulchral memorials, mounts of difleient fizes. Ancient 
Greece and ancient Latium concurred in the fame pra&ice with the natives of this 
ifland. Patroclus among the Greeks, and Hectof among the Trojans, received but the 
lame funeral honours with our Caledonian heroes, and the afhes of Dercennus * the 
Laurentine monarch had the fame fimple protection. Jhe urn and pall of the Irojan 
warrior might perhaps be more iuperb than thole ot a Britilh leader« the riling monu¬ 
ment of each had the common materials from our mother earth : 

The fnowy hones his friends and brothers place. 

With tears collc^ed, in a golden vafe ; 

The golden vafe in purple palls they rolled, 

Of fofteft texture, and inwrought with gold. 

o'er the urn the facredbearth they fpread. 

And rais’d a tomb memorial of the deadf, 

Or, as it is mare ftrcmgly exprefled by the fame elegant trajiflator, in the account of 
the funeral of Patroclus; 

High in the mulft they heap the (welling bed 
Of riling earth, memorial of the dead £. 

* jEncld* Kb* xi. line S49. f Pope's Homer’fl Iliad, hook xxh\ line 1003. 

£ The fame, booh xxui* fine 3191. 
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Monuments of this kind are very frequent over the face of this plain: the tumuli 
are round, not greatly elevated, and at their bafis furrounded with a fofs. Many bones 
have been found in fome of thefe barrows, neither lodged in (lone chefts nor depofited 
in urns. 

The Romans, in their courfe along this part of Britain, did not negleft fo fine a fitu- 
a.tion for a ftation. Notwithftanding the great change made by inclofures, by planta¬ 
tion, and by agriculture, there are ftill veftiges of one ftation five hundred yards fquare. 
The fide next to Delvin houTe is barely to be traced : and part of another borders on 
the margin of the bank. There is likewife a linall fquare redoubt near the edge, facing 
the Eaft-inch in the Tay, which covered the ftation on that fide. 

The firft was once inclofed with a wall fourteen feet thick, whofe foundations are re¬ 
membered by two farmers of the name of Stertan, aged about feventy ; who had received 
from their father and grandfather frequent accounts of allies, cinders, brick, iron, 
utenfils, weapons, and large pieces of lead, having been frequently found on the fpot 
in the courfe of ploughing * : and to the weft of this ftation, about thirty years ago, 
were difcovered the veftiges of a large building, the whole ground being filled with 
fragments of brick and mortar. A rectangular hollow made of brick is ftill entire: it 
is about ten or twelve feet long, three or four feet wide, and five or fix feet deep. 
Boethius calls this place the Tulina of the PiCts; and adds, that in their time, it was 
a molt populous city; but was deferted and burnt by them on the approach of the 
Romans under Agricola. He alfo informs us, that it bore the name of Inch-tuthel in 
his days f. The materials from which this hiftorian took the early part of his work are 
unknown to us, any further than what we learn from himfetf, that they were records 
lent to him in 1535 from Jona ; but by whom compiled, remains undilcovered. I do 
not doubt his aflertion ; nor do I doubt but that fome truths collected from traditions 
may be fcattered amidll the innumerable legendary tales, fo abundant in his firft 
books. This I would wilh to place among the former, as the aftua! veftiges of two 
nations are ftill to be traced on the fpot. I would alfo call it the Orrea of the Ro¬ 
mans, which the learned Stukely fuppofes to have been Perth, notwithftanding he 
places it in his map { north-eaft of the Tay, and on the very fpot where the prefent 
Delvin ftands* 

Aug. 24, Leave Delvin. Crofs the Tay, at the ferry of Caputh. Pafs over a fliort 
tract of barren country. On the banks of a fmall rill are veftiges of an encampment 
as is fuppofed, of the Danes, and to have been called from thofe invaders Gaily Burn* 
or the burn of the ftrangers. A little farther, in a very fertile improved country, is 
Loncarty, celebrated for the fignal victory obtained by the Scots, under Kenneth III S 
over the Danes, by means of the gallant peafant Hay, and his two fons, who, with no 
other weapons than yokes which they fnatched from their oxen then at plough, firft 

£5 ? ^°P. to ,^. e % ht of their countrymen, and afterwards led them on to conqueft. 
Ihele iprnted lines are a perfect picture of the action: 

Quo ruitis, cives l lim I hofti obvertite vultus I 
Non pudet infami vmere terga Fuga t 
Hollis ego vohts ; aut ferrum vertitc in hoftem, 
et arraatus dux praeit ipfe jugo. 

Qua i qua rbat vallum con den fa per agmina Danum 
Dat ftragem, Hinc omais coufeqmturque fuga* 


* By letter from the Rev. Mr. BifTet, mmifter of Caputh. 
X In his account of Richard of Cirenceiler. 


f HlfL Scotiae, lib, iv, p, 64. 

J Who began his reign in £76* 
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Servavlt cives. Vi&orem reppulit hoftcm, 

Unns cum natis agminis Jnftar erat. 

Hie Decios agnofee cues magnse semula Romse, 

Aut prior hac; aut te hm Scouse major adhuc K 

The noble families of Hay derive their defeent from this ruftic hero, and, in memory 
of the aft ion, bear for their arms the inftrument of their victory, with the allufive 
motto of jub jugo. Tradition relates, that the monarch gave this deliverer of his coun¬ 
try, in reward, as much land as a grey-hound would run over in a certain time, or a 
falcon would furround in its flight: and the ftory fays that he chofe the laft. There is 
fomething heroic in this tale : but after all the truth is, the family may be derived from 
the ancient flock of De la Haye of Norman origin. 

Over this traft are fcattered numbers of Tumuli, in which are frequently found bones 
and entire fkeletons, fometimes lodged in rude coffins, formed of ftones, difpofed in 
that form; at other times depofited only in the earth of the barrow. In one place is 
an upright ftone, fuppofed to have been laid over the place of fepulture of the Danifh 
leader. The prefent names of two places on this plain certainly allude to the aftion 
and to the vanquilhed enemy. “ Turn again Hillock” points out the place where the 
Scots rallied, and afpot near eight Tumuli, called Danemerk, may defign the place of 
greatefl flaughter. 

Continue my ride through a fine plain, rich in com; the crops of wheat excellent. 
The noble Tay winds boldly on the left; the eaftern borders are decorated with the 
woods of Scone. The fine bridge now completed, the city of Perth, and the hills and 
rifing woods beyond, form a moft beautiful finiflung of the profpeft, 

Perth, till about the year 1437, was the principal city of Scotland, the frequent re¬ 
fid ence of its princes, and feat of parliaments and courts of juflice. It is placed in the 
middle of a verdant plain, which it divides in two parts, one called the north, the other 
the fouth Inch. This city rofe after the deftruftion of the old Perth or Bertha, a place 
above two miles higher up the river, which was overwhelmed by a flood in the time of 
William the Lion in 1210, who, with his family, with difficulty efcaped in a fmall lkiff. 
William re-built the town in a place lefs liable to fuch calamities; and called it St. John’s 
Town in honour of the faint. 

Old Perth was a place of commerce in the year 1128, is evident from the charter of 
David I. to the abbey of Holyrood houfe, in which he gives a hundred ffiiliings out of 
his fmall tithes there, or the duties arifing from the firlt merchants that ffiould come in¬ 
to the port. In 1160 found here fecurity in a flrong tower from an attack made on 
him by Ferquhard Earl of Strathern, who made here an unfuccefsful attempt to feize 
his perfon f. 

The new Perth became confiderable, not only on account of its being a royal refi- 
dence, but likewife by reafon of the vaft commerce which its fituation on one of the 
firfl rivers in North-Britain would naturally convey. Its importance foon gave it walls 
and fortifications. Major J calls it the only walled city in Scotland. The caftle flood 
near the Skinner-gate ftreet. The importance of the place made it frequently expe¬ 
rience the calamities of war. Edward 1 ., when he over-ran Scotland, ppflelfed himfelf of 
this city. In 1312 it was taken by Robert Bruce § in the month of January; when 
he put to death the chief perfons both Englilh and Scotch, but lpared the common peo¬ 
ple ; after which he levelled the fortifications. After the fatal battle of Dupplin in 
1332, Baliol, with final! oppofition, entered the place, and left it in poflelfion of the 

* Joh. Johnltoni Heroes Scoti. f Annals Scotland, 116. 

$ F. ao. $ Fordun, a, 244. 
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enemies of his country. Edward III. who knew its importance, repaired the walls, and 
reftored the fortifications at the expence of the rich abbies of Arbroth. Cow per, Lin- 
dores, Balmerinoch, Dumferline, and St. Andrew’s; and placed there, as governor. 
Sir ! homas Ochtred. It remained under a foreign yoke but a finall time ; for in i 340 
Robert Stuart, guardian of Scotland, with aftrong army, and the afliftance of William 
Douulas, who came opportunely from France, with five fhips, reftored the place to its 
natural mafter, after a gallant defence of two months and two weeks, by the governor 
Sir Thomas Ochtred - 

I do not recolleft that it underwent any fiege from that period till the religious wars 
of 1559 ; when the queen regent, provoked by the infult of the inhabitants on all £he 
held venerable and holy placed there a garrifon of French. The zeal however of the 
congregation Toon collected a potent army to its relief under Argyle, who, after a fhort 
fiege, obliged the garrifon to capitulate and retire. , 

Perth from that time remained in peace above a century. In 1 64.4. the Marquis of 
Montrofe feized the place, after the battle of Tibbirmoor ; and Cromwell, in July 1651, 
after a weak defence from a weak garrifon, made himfelf mafter of this important city : 
and, to fecure the pofleffion, the Englifh commiffioners ordered J a citadel to be built 
on the South Inch, capable of containing five hundred men, the remains of which ftill 
retain the name of Oliver’s Mount. 

The Earl of Mar’s army, in the rebellion of 1715, lay a confiderable time in this place, 
and fpent here confiderable fums of money. This circumfence contributed as much 
to enrich the city, as the fettleinent of numbers of Oliver’s forces, after the eftablifhment 
of peace, affifted in introducing that fpirit of induftry, which, to this moment, diftin- 
guifhes the inhabitants. 

Perth is large, well built, and populous,- and contains about eleven thoufand inhabi¬ 
tants, nine thoufand of whom are of the eftablilhed church of Scotland ; the reft: of a 
variety of perfuafions, ‘fitch as Epifcopalians, Non-jurors, G la Hites, and Seceders; the 
fecond chiefly con fills of a congregation of venerable females. The town has but one 
parifh, fupplied with three churches, befides the chapels for fiich who diffent from the 
eftablilhed church. 

The two principal ftreets are remarkably fine: in fome of the lefler ones are ftill to 
be feen a few wooden houfes in the old ftyle j but as they decay, the niagiftrates pro¬ 
hibit the re-building them in the fame maimer. The great improvement of the town is 
to be dated from the year 1745, it being fuppofed to have increased One third fince that 
turbulent period : for the government of this part of Great Britain had never been 
properly fettled till a little after that tinie. 

The l ay waflies theeaft fide of the town, and is deep enough to bring vefiels of one 
hundred and twenty tons burden as far as the quays : and, if Dutch-built, or fiat-bot¬ 
tomed, even of two hundred tons burden. This enables the inhabitants of Perth to 
carry on a very confiderable trade. The exports are as follow: Of white and brown 
linens, about feventy five thoufand pounds worth are annually fent to London, befides 
a very great quantity that is difpofed of to Edinburgh and Glafgow : and London, Man- 
chefterand Glafgow take about ten thoufand pounds worth of linen yarn. 

Linfeed oil forms a confideral le article of commerce. Seven water-mills belonging 
to this place are in full employ, and make, on a medium, near three hundred tons of oil, 

* Major* 

j- The reformers committed feveral excefTes ; fiich as interrupting the prsefts in their fermons, nailing a 
pair of ram's horns on the head of St* Francis, and a cow's tail to hi& rump, &C* See* 

1 Whitc!o;k, 

which 
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which is chiefly fent to London* and brings in f rom eight to nine thonfand pounds* 
The Orfl mill for this purpofe was erased, about the beginning of this century, by J >hn 
Duke of Athol* At the firft a glafs of whifky, mixed with half as much of the oil, was 
a fafhionable dram ; hut this foon grew out of ufe, as well as the cuitom of throwing 
away the linfeed cakes; which are now fold at a good price, and ufed with the utmofE 
fuccefs in feeding cattle. The gentleman is now living, who firil introduced ft all-fed 
beef into the market of Perth* Before that time the greateft part of Scotland lived on 
lldt meat throughout the winter, as the natives of the Hebrides do at prefent, and as the 
Englifh did in the feudal times*. So far behind has North Britain been in the con- 
veniencies of life, and fuch rapid progrefs has it of late made towards attaining them. 

The exports of wheat and barley are from twenty-four to thirty thonfand bolls. 

Confiderable quantities of tallow, bees 1 wax, dreffed flieep-fkins, dreffed and raw 
calve-fkins, and goat-fkins are flapped from this place. 

The exports of falmon to London and the Mediterranean brings in five thonfand 
two hundred pounds fferling. That fifii is taken here in great abundance. Three 
thonfand have been caught in one morning, weighing, one with another, fixteen pounds 
a-piece ; the whole capture being forty-eight thonfand pounds. The fiffiery begins at 
Sr. Andrew*s-day, and ends Augufl 26th, Old Style. The rent of the fifberies amount 
to three thou (and pounds a year. 

No beggars are feen about the ftreets. In July 1776, fixteen perfons were chofen 
from different quarters of the town, to aflefs the place for poor rates, for the mainte¬ 
nance of the indigent. 

It is to no purpofe to fearch for any remains of the monaftic antiquities of this place; 
fanatic fury having in a few hours proflxated the magnificent works of miflaken piety* 
“ Pull down the nefls, and the rooks will fly away,” was the maxim of the rough 
apoftle Knox, and his dilciples took effe&ual care to put in execution the opinion of 
their matter. 

The Dominicans firft felt the effe£t of their rage. After the conclufion of one of his 
fermons, inciting the demolition of images and church ornaments, an indifereet pried 
began the celebration of mafs. A boy in his zeal flung a done and injured a pi&ure;. 
rhe populace took that as a fignal to begin the demolition, and in a very fhort time 
plundered the monattery, and laid all in ruin. This houfe was founded in 1231 by 
Alexander II. In U37 its walls were polluted by the execrable murder of James L 
the beft and moft accomplished prince of the name. He had retired to this convent on 
the rumour of a confpiracv, The attack was made ; the heroilm of Catherine Doug- 
lafs, an attendant on the Queen, mutt not be patted in filence. She ran and, Ihut the 
door on the firft alarm; but, miffing the bar which (hould have fecured it, fubttituted 
her tender arm in the place, which was inttantly crufhed to pieces by the efforts of the 
affaflins* 

The Obfervantines, a branch of the Fnmeifcans, had here a< monaftetiy, founded by 
Lord Oliphant, in 1460. It underwent the fame fate with the other.. In it, fay the- 
writers on the reformation, were found eight puncheons of fall beef, wine, beer, and 
plenty of other provifions, befides moft excellent furniture, con fitting of {beets, blan¬ 
kets, and beds \ and yet there were only eight perfons in the convent j from whence 
they drew an inference how ill the monks obLrved their vows of poverty and abllU 

* We admire die ftnek of pro*! Cions in the larder of the cider Spencer about the year 1327, when, as 
Inters May, the carcaflcs of 80 faked beeves, 500 bacons, and 600 muttons were found, mere rtSiquesof 
hit winter provifions. But in thofc days, there was no hay, no fiarvciUd food for domcitic animals. 
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nence; never confidering that the religious houfes were the fupport of the poor, and the 
inns of the rich ; and that their regular a£ts of charity and hofpitality obliged them to 
keep thefe large flocks of provifions, without affording the means of applying them to 
the purpofe of felfifh luxury. 

The rigid order of Carthufians founded a place here. James I. on his return from 
his Englifh captivity, eftablilhed a convent of them in 1429 *, as thefe monkifh lines 
exprefs: 

Annus milknus vieenus deque novemis 
Quadrinjentenua Scotia fert munera plenua ; 

Semina norum* gerrmna moriim, myltica mdla 
Cum tibij Scotia, fit Carthufia^ fponfa novella. 

The vicar of the Grand Chartreufe in Dauphine was the firfl fuperior. On the dif- 
folution, James VI. created George Hay, of Nethercliff, commendator of this priory, 
with the title of Lord, but finding the revenue too finall to fupport the dignity, wifely 
refigned it into his Majelly’s hands. 

The church belonging to this monaftery was faid to have been one of the fin eft in 
Scotland. In it was the tomb of the royal founder, that of his Queen, Jane, daughter 
of the Duke of Somerfet, fon of John of Gaunt, and that of Margaret, Queen of James 
IV. and daughter of Henry VII. in right of whom the crown of England devolved on 
the royal family of Scotland. In the houfe was preferved the doublet in which James I. 
was murdered ; which the monks, with pious regard, Ihewed, flamed with blood, and 
pierced in many places with the fwords of the confpirators. 

Leave Perth, and pars over the South-Inch, a green beautifully planted. Keep af- 
cending a hill for a confiderable fpace, and enjoy a rich view of the carfe of Gowrie, and 
of the firth of Tay, bounded by that fine traft on one fide, and the county of Fife on 
the other. On paffing the heights of this afeent, have a full view of Strathern: con¬ 
tinue my way, for feme time, on the fine terrace that runs along the northern fide ; and 
finifh this day’s journey at Dupplin, the feat of my noble friend the Earl of Kiimoul. 

In the houfe are feveral very fine pi&ui-es : among others 

The adoration of the Ihepherds ; the worfliipping of the wife men in the eaft ; and 
Diogenes remarking the boy drinking out of his hand; three capital pieces, by Paulo 
Panini. The figures uncommonly fine. 

Two monks praying : heads. By Quintin Metfis. 

A fine half length of St. Jerom, half naked: a figure of intenfe devotion. His eyes 
lifted up, his mouth opening. By Lamanfe. 

A fine head of an old woman, looking over her Ihoulder, keen and meagre Bv 
Honthorft. b J 

Heads of Polembergh, the painter, and his wife. By Honthorft. 

The head of Boon, a comic painter, playing on a lute. By himfelff. 

Head of Spenfer the poetic ornament of the reign of Elizabeth ; the fweet, the me¬ 
lancholy, romantic bard of a romantic queen ; the moral, romantic client of the moral 
romantic patron. Sir Philip Sydney; fated topafs his days in dependence, or in ftrug- 
gling againll adverfe fortune, in a country infenfible to his merit: either at court 


* The letter from the General of the order, dated from La grande Chartreufe, Auguft loth, 14.26 is flill 
extant ; adordtVd to James, fignifying pcrmifllon to ereit a houfe of that order at Perch The General 
alfo offers to fend two monks into Scotland to, fu per intend the building, 

f For an account of thde three painters confult Mr* Walpole^ Auecdote&j 4to* vol ii o 112 
vol ui, z/. T 
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To loofe good days, that might be better fpent, 

To walle long nights in pen five difaonient ; 

To fpeed to day, to he put back to-morrow. 

To feed with hope, to pine with fear and farrow } 

To W e his prince's grace, yet want her peers; 

To have his afking, yet waif many years; 

To fret his foul with cvoffes and with cares, 

To cut his heart with comfai tlefs defpair ; 

To fawn, to crouch, to ride, to wait, to run ; 

To fpeml, to give, to want, to be undone ** 

Or in Ireland to be tantalized with the appearance of good fortune; to be feated- 
araidft fcenery indulgent to his fanciful mufe ; yet, at length, to be expelled by the 
barbarous Tyrone; to have his houfe burnt, and his innocent infant perith in the 
flames j to return home; to die in deep poverty; lamenting 

That gentler wits fhould breed 
Where thick fkiu chuffes laugh at a fcholter a need 'j * 

May it not be imagined, that, in the anguifli of his foul, he compofed his Cave of 
Defpair t, as fine a defcriptive poem as any in our language ? _ Might not his chftreffes 
furnifh him with too powerful arguments for fuicide* had not his Una* or his innate le- 
Iigion, fnatched him from the danger ? 

Another poet, equally neglefted, but of too merry a turn _to fink under any prefiure, 
is the droll Butler, whofe head, beautifully painted by Sir Peter Lely, is here alfo. 
This poet, inftead of whining out his complaints to mfenfible Majefty, rallies his mo¬ 
narch with the fame pleafantry that he expofed the ridiculous characters in his immor¬ 
tal poem: 

This prince, whofe ready wit and parts 
Conquered both men and women’s hearts. 

Was fo overcome with knight and Ralph* 

That he could never daw it off j 
He never cat, nor drank, nor flept, 

But Hudibras iliil near him kept; 

Nor would he go to church, or fo. 

But Hudibras muft with him go j 
Nor yet to vifit concubine. 

Or at a city feaft to dine, 

But Hudibras muft flill be there. 

Or all the fat was in the fire. 

Now after all, was it not hard 
That he ftiould meet with no reward. 

That fitted out this knight and ’fquire 
This monarch fo much did admire £ 

That he fhould never reimburfe 
The man for equipage and hoife. 

Is fare a ilrange ungrateful thing 
In any body but a King. 

But this good King, it Teems, was told 
By fame that were with him too bold, 
cl jf ^er you hope to gain your ends, ^ 

« Carets your foes, and truft your friends.’ 

Such were the doctrines that were taught, 

3 Till this unthinking King was brought 
To leave hie friends to ffarve or die j 
A poor reward for loyalty § I 


♦ Mother Hubbard’s Tale* 
£ Book I, canto ix* 


f Quoted in the Britiih Biography * 1 
j Butler’s Remains, 
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Mrs. Tofts, in the character of St. Catherine: a beautiful picture. Mrs. Tofts lived 
at the very introduction of the opera into this kingdom, and iung in company with 
Nicolini; but, being ignorant of Italian, chaunted her recitativo in Engli%in anfwer 
to his Italian: but the charms of their voices overcame this ablurdity. Her character 
may be collected from the following epigram ; 

So bright is tby beauty, fo charming thy Tong, 

As bad drawn both ihe bcafts and their Orpheus along ; 

But [hch is thy av’ rice, and fuch k thy pride. 

That the bcafts mult have ftarv’d, and the poet have dy'd *. 

A head of Prince Rupert, by Lely, covered with a vaft wig; the unfortunate mode 
For that great artift, ftiff and ungraceful. Rupert after a thoufaud afHons, diftinguifhed 
as much by their temerity as valour ; after feveral battles won and loft by his excefs of 
courage, at once difgraced himfelfby a pannic. Accuftomed to face an enemy in the 
field, and to act the part of the affailant ; he feems to have loft all fpirit when cooped up 
within walls. He knew fo little of himfelf that he promifed his ill-fated uncle a four 
months defence of the important town of Briftol; but as foon as the attack was made, 
he funk beneath it, and made an almoft inftant fur render. After he was commanded by 
Charles to quit the kingdom, he ftill attempted fome naval fervices ; but neither ac¬ 
quired fame nor fuccefs. After the reftoration he recovered his former reputation ; 
and in the naval engagement with the Dutch, to which all later battles have been but 
play, his temerity feemed to have been loft : but his courage and conduit fhone with 
equal I u ft re. His active fpirit never fuffered him to reft even in the intervals of peace. 
Love and the Arts were his relaxations. Mifs Hughes, an aftrefs, was the objeft of 
thefirft. Among the laft we owe to him the art of mezzotinto feraping, He invented 
a metal for great guns, and a method for boring them* He allb taught the firft Kirkby 
the art of giving the fine temper to fifh-hooks. 

Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford, in a gown and velvet cap. By Richardfon, 

A beautiful miniature of Sir John Earnly, chancellor of the exchequer in the reign 
of Charles II,, and one of the commiftioners of the treafury in that of James II, on the 
difplacing of Hyde, Earl of Rochefter. By Cooper. 

A head of Sir Thomas Nicholfon, attorney-general. By Jamefon, 

George Hay, firft Earl of Kinnoull, and chancellor of Scotland in 162 2, who died in 
1634. His dreis a black robe furred \ a ruff; a laced linen cap : the feals by him. A 
fine full length, painted in the year 1633, Aged 63. By Mytens. 

His fon, the fecond Earl, captain of the guards to Charles I, a tall upright figure, 
with great rofes in his fhoes ; an afitive but unfortunate royalift, continued in arms as 
late as the year 1654, when he was totally defeated, and made prifoner, by the ufurp- 
ing powers in Scotland. 

Sir George Hay of Meginnis; full length, in armour: done at Rome, 1649. By 
L, Ferdinand. 

Below flairs, in one of the bed chambers, is a half-length portrait of the celebrated 
James Hay, Vifcount Doncafter, and Earl of Carllfle, one of the moll fingular charac¬ 
ters of the age. His engaging maimer recommended him to the favour of James I. 
who firft bellowed on him the title of Lord Hay, with rank next to our barons, but 
without privilege of fitting in the Englifh Parliament. Soon after, without external 
ceremony, but by the mere delivery of the letters patent, before witneflfes in the privy 


* Sbe retired from England, and died at Venice, about twelve years ago* 
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chamber, at Greenwich, he conferred on him the honour of an Englifh peerage ; and 
this the lawyers held to be equally valid with any formal vefliture*. 

His majefry then procured him the foie daughter and beliefs of Lord Denny, the 
greateft match of that time; and never ceafed heaping on him honour, favours, and 
riches, which he feeins not to have coveted for any other end than to indulge his vio¬ 
lent palhon for drefs, luxury, and magnificence. He was a man of the greatest ex pence, 
and introduced more excefs in cloaths and diet than any other that ever Jived f ; and 
was the inventor of all thofe expenfive falhions from which others did but tranferibe 
their copies. His drefs in the portrait at Dupplm is an exception ; being black ilaihed, 
and puffed with white; his hair fhort and curled; his beard peaked ; but when he 
made his public entry into Paris as ambaffador, his cloak and hofe were of white beaver, 
richly embroidered with gold and fiiver. His cloak had no other lining than embroi¬ 
dery, the doublet cloth of gold richly wrought, and his white beaver hat brimful of 
embroidery. His horfe was fhod with iiEverJboes, flightly tacked on, fo that every 
curvet flung off one to be fcrambled for by the populace; and that was inltantly re¬ 
placed by a farrier who attended for the purpofe 

Sumptuous as his apparel was on this occafion, it fell fhort of the drefs in which he 
and the Earl of Holland appeared when ihey efpoufed, by proxy, Henrietta Maria; for 
they received her clad in beaten fiiver. Ihey certainly did not confult the Graces ill 
this ftiffnefs of fplendor. 

In his embaffy into Germany the fame pomp followed him. At the Hague fie met 
with his contraft in'the frugal Maurice, Prince of Orange ; who being told he ought to 
give an entertainment to the great Englifti ambaffador, Let him come,” fays his " 
highnefs; and looking over his fituple bill of fare, feeing only one pig, ordered a 
couple §, by way of making the treat more fumptuous, nor could he be prevailed on 
to alter it. What a feaft was this to him who feemed to have realized the entertainments 
of Sir Epicure Mammon! who ufed to have the board covered, at the entrance of his 
guefls, with di [hes as high as a tall man could reach, filled with the greateft delicacies ; 
and after they had feafted their eyes, would caufe them to be removed for a frefh fer- 
vice ; who once permitted one perfon to carry off in his cloak-bag forty pounds worth 
of fweatmeats ; another to eat a pye compofed of ambergrife, mufk, and magifterial of 
pearl J|. It is not furprifing that with all thefe extravagancies he wafted above four 
hundredthoufand pounds; not that his generality, attended with uncommon affability 
and gracefutnefs of manners, and with a great and univerfal underftauding, fliould rivet 
him in the affeftion and efteem of the whole Englifh nation. But that with the luxury 
of an Apicius, he could mingle the honeft fentiments of a Clarendon in his advice to 
his prince ; and that he dared to deliver to his opiniative mafter difagreeable truths, and 
unpalatable counfels, are fafts more aftonifhing than any of his wafteful fooleries. To 
conclude, he finiftied his life in 1636, and quitted the ttage conviva faiur dying, as 
the noble hiftorian obferves, with as much tranquillity of mind to all appearance, as 

* Camden** Annals, 1615* In the former edition of this volume I foltowed the translation In the Com* 
pkte Hiilory of England, 12. 644, but find now I was milled by it. 

+ Clarendon,! 61. f Wilfon, 92, 93 94. § Wilfon, 154. ( Lloyd, ii. 62* 

Cabala, as quoted in Drake's Parliamentary Hilary, v, 530. 

** Old Ofborn, voL i. p. 157, makes him die like a blafphemous lunatic \ for when his own wcaktiefs 
had palled a judgment that he could not live many days, be did not forbear his entertainments, but made 
divers brave cloaths, as he faid, to outface naked and defpicable death withal, 11 faying, u that nature 
wanted wjfdom* love or power, in making man mortal and fubjedlto difeafes,^ 
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ufed to attend a man of the mod fevere exerciie of virtue, and with as little apprehen- 
fion of death, which he expected many days. 

In this apartment is a half-length of his fon and fucceilbr to the title; but in the 
dininy room is a full-length of the fame, a molt beautiful portrait, by Cornelius Janlen. 
It is difficult to fay which is mod elegant, the perfon or the drefs of this young noble¬ 
man, for it is drawn at an early period of life - all his father s fancy Teems exerted in 
the habit, belet with loops and buttons t a love-loch graces one fide of his neck. one 
hand is on his ftaft of office, the other on his fide, His hiltory is but brief* fie mai- 
ried Margaret, daughter of Francis fourth Earl of Bedford ; was appointed captain of 
the yeomen of the guard to Charles I.; and for taking an aftive part in putting the com- 
miflion of array in execution, in the county of Eflex, was by the parliament lent to the 
Tower. In 164-5 he appears among the nobility, who figned the letter at Oxford to 
the popular general; but foon after deferted the royal caufe, and took the oath ap¬ 
pointed by parliament for thofe who flung themfehres under its protection *. At length, 
difire (Ted in his circumftances, he retired to Barbadoes f, an ifland granted to his father, 
and died in 1660. 

But the moft remarkable head is that of the celebrated Catherine, Countefs ofDef- 
mond. She lived to the age of fome years above a hundred and forty, and died in the 
reign of James I. Sir Walter Raleigh fpeaks of her marriage as a fa£t well known to 
all the noblemen andgentlcmen of Munfter|. He gives us room to think that fhe died 
before the publication of his Hiftory, which was in the year 1614. Suppofmg then her 
ladyfliip’s age to have been a hundred and fifty at the time of her death, fhe might have 
danced in the court of King Edward, at the age of nineteen, a blooming widow, that 
prince not dying till 1483. 

This lady was a moft popular fubject with the painters: befides this at Dupplin, 
there are not fewer than four others in Great Britain, in the fame drefs, and without 
any difference of feature. The moft ancient is on board, in a bed-chamber at Devon- 
fhire-houfe, with her name and age (140) infcribed. The honourable John Itorfce 
has another, at his feat near Cheltenham. There is a fourth in poffeffion of Mr. Scott, 
printer, in Chancery-lane ; and the fifth is in the ftandard clofet in Wind for caftle. 
The laft was a prefent from Sir Robert Car, Earl of Roxburgh, as is fignified on the 
back; above that is written with a pen, Rembrandt, which mu ft beamiftake, for Rem¬ 
brandt was not fourteen years of age in 1614, at which time it is certain that the Coun¬ 
ters was not living §. The pi Sure at Dupplin, which is much in the manner of that 
celebrated painter, is probably a copy done by him after fome original he might have 
met with in his own country, for it does not appear he ever vifited England. 

Take the eariieft opportunity of paying my refpefts to Mr. Oliphant, poft-mafter- 
gcneral, at his feat of Roflie, a few miles from Dupplin. I am in a particular manner 
indebted to this gentleman for the liberal concern he took in my journey, by directing 
that all my correfpondetlcies relating to it fhould be freed and forwarded to me. A true 
inftance of national politenefs, and a peculiar honour done to myfelf. 

In my road crofs the Earn, and pal's by the church of Fort-teviot, once the litc of a 
Pidifli palace, where Kenneth II. departed this life ||, and where Malcolm Camnore is 
faid to have refided. Near this place, a little to the weft, are the veftiges of a camp, 
occupied by Edward Baliol, immediately before the battle of Dupplin, in Augufl: 1332. 
Donald, Earl of Mar, regent in the minority of David II., lay encamped on the hiil, 

* Whitelock, S3.145. f Staggering State, &c 151. t Hift. of the World, book i. ch, v. fe&. 5. 

J Grainger’s Biogv, vol. ii. 8vo. j 77^-80. [1 Guthrie, i. 156. 

at 
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at no great diftance from Dupplin houfe. By an unhappy but common difagreement 
in feudal times, the other part of his forces were feparated under the Earl of Dunbar, 
at Auchterarder, a few miles diflant. This had determined Mar to {land on the defen- 
live till he could be joined by the fanner ; fam Balia! eroding the river in the night, 
and beginning Ms attack, he was induced partly by that, partly by the reproach of timi¬ 
dity from the Earl of Garrick, to fuffer his prudence to give way to rafhnefs, and to 
renew the fight with Batiol, fupported by the Englifh archers, the beft troops then in 
Europe, A horrible carnage enfued: three thoufand Scots fell on the fpot, among 
whom were the flower of the nobility ; with jio farther lots to the enemy than two 
knights, and thirty-three Squires, without that of one common man- The day was 
particularly fatal to the Hays* Milkmans relate that the name would have been ex¬ 
tinct,had not feveral of the warriors left their wives pregnant* We maybe permitted 
to qualify this, by fuppaluig, as feems to have been the cafe, that the line of the chief¬ 
tain Would have failed but for fuch an accident, a pofth unions child preferring the race; 
or perhaps the whole may have been an invention, borrowed from the Roman dory of 
the Fabih 

Augufl c6. Determine on a little journey up Strathearn, and to the head of the 
river, at the loch of the fame name* At a final! diftance from Duppim, at the top of the 
hill, firft meet with the Roman road, twenty Tour feet broad, formed with great {tones, 
and vilible in many places* It continues one way by Tibbinnoor to Bertha, and from 
thence over the Tay near Perth ; and to the well: pafles a little to the north of the caftle 
of Innerpeffery, and is continued on the other fide of the river, where it falls into the 
camp at Strageth, and from thence to that at Ardoch, Mr. Maitland feems to have 
traced the Roman roads and camps of North Britain with great induftry, and to have 
difeovered many that were never before obferved. It was my ill fortune not to meet 
with his book till I had in a manner quitted the claflical ground, therefore mull refer 
the reader to his fir ft volume of the Hiftory of Scotland for an account of thefe curious 
remains* 

Proceed weft* Pafs by the great plantations at Galk-hall: in thefe woods is a fmall 
circular intrench ment; and about half a mile farther, on Gafk-moor, is another, whofe 
ditch is eleven feet wide; the area within the bank fifty-fix.in diameter; and between 
this and Innerpeffery are two others, fimilar, placed fo near, that every thing that flirred 
beneath, or at a certain diftance around, could be feen, having probably been thefite of 
little obfervatoiy forts, fubfervient to the Rations eftablifhed by Agricola, on his conqueft 
of this country. 

Reach the village of Innerpeffery. At this place is a good room, with a library, for 
the ufe of the neighbourhood, founded by David, Lord Madderty, which Hill receives 
new fupplies of books* Juft beneath crofs the Earn in a ferry-boat, and turning to the 
left vifit the Roman camp at Strageth : much of it is now defaced with the plough ; 
but many of the vafl foffes and ramparts are to be feen in feveral parts ; alfo the rows 
of foffes and ramparts facing the exterior fouth-weft fide* According to Mr. Gordon, 
who caufed it to be furveyed and engraved, the length is ninety-five paces, the breadth 
near eighty. 

Ereakfaft at .Mr* Keir’s, agent to the forfeited eftatc of the Duke of Perth. The 
ground here is fertile, and about this place (Muthel) is well cultivated; the land is 
manured with grey marie, filled with river fhells, though lodged eight feet beneath the 
furface; and turnips and cabbages are railed to feed the cattle; an example, if followed, 
of the firft importance to the country*. 
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Proceed along the military road towards Grief, See on the road fide a row of neat 
fniall houfes, intended for quiet retreats for d if banded foldiery, bar, as ufual, defer ted 
by the cdlonifts* dhis feems to have been the only Utopian project of the commit- 
fioners appointed by his Majefty for the management of the forfeited eftates unalienably 
annexed to the crown* by the aft of 25 George If, But as thefe gentlemen, with rare 
patriotiftn, difeharge their trufb without falary, they ought not to be liable to confute* 
like hireling placemen, on every trifling failure *. 

The fervice that this board has been of to North Britain is fo confuferable, that it 
merits a little farther attention than I have hitherto paid it* Firft, I muff prenrife that 
the grofsrent of thefe eftates amounts to about eight thoufand pounds ; but after pay¬ 
ing certain annuiiies to the widows of attainted perfons, mi niters' (Upends, and other 
public demands, the falaries of agents and other neccftary officers, the clear reftdue, 
which conies into the hands of the receiver-general, amounts to little more than 5000L 

The application of this money has proved a great benefit to the country ; out of it is 
paid annually two hundred pounds to fchoolmailers ftarioned in many remote parts of 
the Highlands, The likefuui annually for the purpofe of bringing up the fons of the 
poorer tenants to ufeful trades; fuch as black Unit hs, cart-wrights, coopers, weavers, 
fi ax-dr effers, &c* &c, who, befides the expence of their education, are furmfhed with a 
let of tools, and a reafonabie aid towards enabling them to purfue their refpeftive trades, 
when they return to fettle in their own country. 

The commiflioners often fend the fons of fome of the better fort of tenants into the 
Lowlands, and fome into England, to be taught the befl fort of farming. They en¬ 
courage artificers to fettle on the annexed eftates, by affording them proper accommo¬ 
dation, and beftowing on them feafonable aids* They have from time to time expended 
large funis for the purpofe of introducing and eftablifhmg the linen and the woollen 
manufactures, and tor promoting fifheries in the Highlands ; for making highways, and 
erecting bridges within the annexed eftates and countries adjacent* Ill particular, they 
bellowed, under the fanffion of His Majefly's permiflion, an aid of eleven thoufand 
pounds towards building a bridge over the iay at Perth ; a noble work, and of great 
national utility. 

They have caufed large tra£ls of barren and uncultivated grounds on different parts 
of the eftates to be incloled, anu planted with oaks, firs, and other trees, now in a very 
profperous condition, and which will in time be of confiderable value* They allow 
certain fums to tenants for inclofing their farms, free of intereft for three years, after 
which they are to pay five per cent, advance in their rent. They employ fkilful perfotis 
to make trials for difeovery of mines and minerals, of medical and other ufeful indige¬ 
nous plants* They lend their aid to every undertaking of public utility, that comes 
within the intent of the aft, and conilantly keep in view and hope to accomplifh the 
great objects of it: u the civilizing of the inhabitants of the annexed eftates, the pro¬ 
moting among them the protefhnt religion, good government, induftry, manufactures, 
and the principles of Loyalty to the prelent royal line*” 

Soon after leaving thefe houfes, the unfortunate proofs of their good intentions, ob- 
ferveon the right and left two great rocks, called Concraig, running eaft: and weft for 
a vaft way; their fronts fteep, and perfectly fmooth and even, fo as to be eafily mif- 
taken for a walk Go over the bridge of Grief, and pafs through the town* It is plea- 

* Several advantages followed thb plan, not with landing the primary objeft mifcaTried* 1* It caufed a 
great deal ofgrou’d to be intJoftd with hedges and ditches* z. It gave rife to feveral plantations* 3. It 
produced a proper manner of building cottages, and left comfortable manfiona for a more iuduftrious people 
after they were defcried by their firft inmates* 
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JantLy feated on the fide of a hill, and tolerably well built- It poffeOTes a fmall (hare of 
the coarfe linen manufaftu e. 

Turn to the north-weft* and have in front a fine view of the terpentine Earn* and 
numbers of little hills tufted with trees, and backed by immenfe rugged mountains, 

Pafs by Auchtertyre, the feat of Sir William Murray, fituated on a hiii, fprinkted 
over with good oaks, and commanding a moft elegant view* I he pretty Loch Monk 
vard lies beneath, whofe bottom yields a quantity of excellent marie, which is dragged 
up for a manure* The church of the fame name lies at a fmalldiftance from it- About 
the year 1511, this place was a horrid fcene of feudal revenge- Walter Murray, abbot 
of Inchaffery, having a claim on the tythes of this parifh, then the property of the 
Drummonds, rode the boundaries in a manner that was interpreted by them infulting 
and tumultuous. They were determined to repel the abbot and his party, and at the 
inftant were accidentally joined by an ally, the captain of Dun ft adage, who was like wife 
on an errand of revenging the murders of fome Drummonds by certain of the name of 
Murray- The abbot fearing to be overpowered, took fan£luary in the church; when 
a (hot from one of his party flew a follower of Dunftaffage, who took inftant and cruel 
vengeance, by burning the place and all that had retired into it. 

Pals by Laurs, a feat of Colonel Campbell, agreeably placed amidft woods- Go 
through the village of Comerie, near which are four great (tones, ere£t, and placed fo 
as to form a fquare- They appear to me the portal of a drtiidical temple, or place or 
worth]p, now deftroyed ; and that it was meant to digni'y the entrance, and infpire the 
votaries with greater reverence* as if it was the place of peculiar fanQity. I he curious, 
by confulting p. 1^7, and tab, xv, of the learned Borlafe’s Antiquities, may find a com¬ 
plete hiftory of what thefe (tones,, form only a part. 

The valley begins now to grow very narrow, being continually interfiled by fmall 
but beautiful hills, moftly cioathed with woods, which occafion every half mile or lefs an 
agreeable change of fcene ; new vallies fucceetl, or little plains beyond plains, watered 
by the Earn, here limpid and rapid ; frequently to be eroded on genuine Alpine bridges, 
fupported by rude bodies of trees; over them others covered with boughs, well gra¬ 
velled over. The higher we advanced the more pifturefque the feenes grew; the little 
hills that before interfered the vales, now changed into great infulated rocks, fome 
naked, others cloathed with trees We wound about their bafes frequently through 
groves of fmall oaks, or by the fide of the river, with continued views of the vaft rug¬ 
ged Grampians on each hand, fearing far above this romantic feenerv. Some little 
com and grafs filled the fmall plains where there was fpace free from trees- lhe laft 
was now in harveft ; but fo fhort, that the pealants were obliged to kneel to cut it with 
a fickle. Their induftry went fo far as to induce them to cut it even among the bufhes, 
and carry it into open places for the benefit of drying it in the free air. 

At once arrive in fight of Lcch-Earn, a fine extent of water, about eight miles long 
and one broad, filling the whole vale* A pretty ifle tufted, with trees divides the lake 
at this end- The boundaries are the vaft and rugged mountains, whole wooded bafes 
bound the margin, and very rarely give any opportunity of cultivation* A fine road 
through woods impends over one fide, and is a ride of uncommon beauty- The great 
rocks that lay above us guarding the lands of Glen-Karken, are moft wiki and pi£tu- 
rcfque ; for a while bend inwards, then foar precipitous, prefenting a wooded front, 
overtopped with naked rocks, opening in parts to give a view of corn fields and farm 
houfes, at a dreadful height above us- 

This lake is the termination of Strathern towards the north-weft, and gives name 
to the river which gives name to the valley- The word is originally derived from the 

q Celtic, 
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Celtic, Ervn, or Heryn, the wed, as the river runs from that quarter. The Romans 
adopted it ; and Claudian in particular fpeaks of this country, when celebrating the 
victories of the elder Theodofius. *■ 

tnaducnint Snxonc fufo 
Grades; iiicaluit Pitkmnn fangtdne Thule: 

Seotomin eumulos flevit glarnks lerne 

'The Orkmcs firft lie dyed with Saxon gore, 

Then Thule with the Pidtffh blood grew hot t 
Icy Straiheni bemoan'd huge heaps of Scots, 

Return and dine at Comerie. Near this place, on a plain of forae extent, k the 
famous camp which Mr. Gordon contends to have been occupied hy AgticoLt, imme¬ 
diately before the battle of Mons Grampian, and to which, in order to fupport his 
argument, lie gives the name of Galgachan, as if derived from Galgacus, leader of the 
Caledonians at that fatal engagement. This camp lies between the river of Earn 
and the little ft ream called the Ruchel; and on a plain too con traded for fuch a 
number of combatants as Tacitus fays there was, to form and act: in, or for their 
charioteers or cavalry to fcour the field. There are indeed finall hills at the foot of 
the greater, where the Britifh forces might have ranged themfelves before the battle ; 
but the diftance from the fea is an infuperable argument againit this being the fpot, as 
we are exprefsly informed that Agricola fent his fleet before, in order to diffract and 
divide the attention of the enemy, and that he himfelf marched with his army till he 
arrived at the Grampian mountains, where he found Galgacus encamped. From the 
whole account given by Tacitus, it Ihould be fuppoied, that action was fought in an 
open country, at the foot of certain hills, not in a little plain amidft defiles, as the 
vallies about Comerie confift of. A conjecture may be made hereafter concerning the 
fpot where the Grampian victory was obtained. The battle which was fought here, 
might have been that occafioned by the attack of the Caledonians on the ninth legion. 
Claflica! authority informs, that, in the general infurrection of that gallant people in 
the fixth year of Agricola's command, he divided his army into three parts; one might 
be at Ardoch, the other atStrageth, the third or the ninth legion might be fent to pufh 
up the defiles of Comerie, in order to prevent the enemy from furrounding him, or 
taking advantage of their knowledge of the country, or his inferiority of numbers f. 
His three divifions lay fo near, as to enable them to afilft each other in cafe of an 
attack. 

The Caledonians naturally directed their force againfl the weakeft: of the three 
armies, the ninth legion, which probably had not fully recovered the lofsit fuftained 
in the bloody attack by Boadicia J. The camp alfo was weak, being no more than a 
common one, fuch as the Romans flung up on their march. It has no appearance of 
ever having been ftative: and it is probable that as foon as Agricola had, by an ex¬ 
peditious march, relieved this part of his army out of a difficulty they were fairly in¬ 
volved in, he deferted the place, and never hazarded his troops again amidlt the 
narrows of this hoftile country. Weapons and other inftruments have been difeovered 
on the fpot, in the courfe of the forming the roads through’ this pafs. A brazen fpur, 
iron bands, a fort of iron hammer, and a moft curious final! iron battle-axe, or rather 
pick-axe, have been met with; which are evidences of a conflict on this fpot. 

* Be TV. Corrf. HonoriL lin, 31. 

\ Nc iuperante numero et peritia loconim ctrcumiretur, dmfo* et Spfe in tres partei exercitu inceflk, 
Vila Agricolse. J Taciti Annales, lib, xiv. c. 32. 
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The camp, notwithftanding it could not bead of any great llrength, is beautifully 
defigned. The four entrances are entire, guarded by curtains within and without; 
but there are no velliges of the prEetorium, which con firms uny fufpicion that the at¬ 
tack was begun before all the ufual works were completed. On the north fide of this 
is another fquare entrenchment, joined to this by a regular communication. One fide 
had been bounded by the Ruchel, but at prefent that little dream has removed irfelf 
to fome di(lance. Within this entrenchment is another : I cannot help thinking that 
thefe works were intended as a ftationary fort, it having the filiation that the Ro¬ 
mans confulted, that of a river on one fide, but that it was left unfinilhed for the fame 
reafon that the camp was. The fize of the camp is about nine hundred and feventy- 
five feet by nine hundred. There are fome particularities about this place worthy to 
be mentioned ; fuch as the multitude of oblong hollows that lie parallel, and divided 
from one another by banks three feet wide, which are to be feen juft on the outfide 
of the northern agger of the camp. Thefe feem to have been places for drefling the 
provifions for the foldiery, not places of interment, as was fufpe&ed ; for Mr. Macnab, 
lchoolmafter of Comerie, at my requeft, was fo obliging as to caufe feveral of thefe 
holes to be dug through, and informed me that nothing but large quantities of wood 
charcoal was to be found, the culinary fuel; and not the leaft trace of urn or human 
bones were met with to countenance the other opinion. Refides thefe are two remains 
of antiquities, both monumental. The one Britilh, a vaft upright ftone, near the edge 
of the camp : perhaps ere&ed, after the retreat of the Romans, by the Caledonians, 
over fome chieftain flain in the fight. The other a vaft tumulus, which probably co¬ 
vered the (lain. This was a Roman tribute to the memory of their unfortunate 
countrymen. Germanicus performed fuch exequies over the remains of the legions of 
Varus in Germany, and carried the firft fod to the heap. Prtmum extrumdo tumuh cef- 
fitm Cafar pofuit, gratiflhno munere in defunttos , et pnefentibus dolor is fociis *. 

Aug. 27 Vifit Caftle Drummond, feared boldly on the fide of a hill, amidft a fine 
extent of woods, commanding a great view down Strathearn. The houfe is very un¬ 
equal to the iituation, being both mean and final]; nor is it of any great antiquity. 
On the back part are fome remains of the old caftle, built by Sir John Drummond, 
hereditary fteward of Strathearn in 1493, a ^ rer removing from the ancient feat of the 
family ar Stobhall. The family derive themfelves from Mauri tz, an Hungarian of 
royal blood, who, having the conduct of the mother and fillers of Edgar Atheling, in 
their flight from the Norman ufurper, was (with his royal charge) driven by a ilorm'into 
the Firth of Forth. The reigning monarch Malcolm Canmore fell in love with, and mar¬ 
ried tile Princefs Margaret, one of the fillers ; and, in reward to M auric z, lor his 
Jkilful pilotage, made him a confiderable grant of lands, and caufed him to a (fume 
the name of Drymen, or the high ridge ; but figuratively the great wave of the fea, 
in memory of the perils from which he had delivered the fair Queen. 

The caftle was befieged immediately after the cruel burning of the church ofMom- 
vard the chieftain and his followers having retired thither to fereen themfelves from 
their merited punilhnient. It foon lurrendered to the King, James-1\ . oil condition 
that their lives fliculd be preferved; but as foon as that Prince got them in his power, 
he carried them to Stirling, where they differed death for their impious barbarity. 
It was afterwards befieged, taken and garrifoned by Cromwell’s forces, and finally, at 
the Revolution, totally demolifhed. The ruin of the family was completed in 1.745, 
when the Duke of Perth, by an unfortunate attachment, 'forfeited the ancient eft ate, to 


* Taciti Ann. lib. i. c. 62, 
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the amount of four thoufand a year, anJ loft his life, worn out with the fatigues-of the 
winters campaign. 

Continue my ride foutherly. See, on the top of a moor about four miles from 
Callle Drummond, a fmall but ftrong exploratory fort, called Kemp, or, more pro¬ 
per y, Camp-Caftie. The area is feventy-fnc feet by fixty-four, and is defended by 
three deep ditches. This feems to have been a place of observation lubiervient to that 
of Ardoch, two miles diflant. The Roman way, which is continued from the camp 
at Strageth, paffes by this fort, and leads me to the next. On each fide are to be ob- 
ferved multitudes of holes, inofcly of a round form, out of which probably the materials 
had been got for the making of the roads, fuch at leaft are frequent on the ftdes of the 
Roman roads in England and in Italy. 

Pafs through a fmall glen, or rather a deep hollow, which erodes the road, and fee a 
deep and oblong trench, perhaps made as a lodgment for a fmall parry to defend this part. 
A little farther, on a line with this, i$ a fmall round area, like thofe on Gaik moor, 
but confiderably flronger, being furrounded by not fewer than three fofl'es. Not re¬ 
mote from this, on the front of a deep dell, "is a regular lunette, with a very ftrong 
fofs; and near that again another round fort, defended by two ditches. 

From this lunette is a great fofs, which paffes half a mile wide of Ardoch, and, as 
I was informed, fell into the water of Kneck, at two miles diflance from its origin. 

I am now in the midft of daffical ground ; the bufy fceiie of action in the third year 
of Agricola’s expeditions. Through this valley he led his troops, when he carried the 
terror of his arms as far as the Tay ; when he paifed unmolefted through new difeovered 
nations, with the elements warring a gain ft'him *. Here after all the difficulties he met 
'with in conducing his forces through the forefts, and wading through ssftunries firft 
tried by himfelf f ; he found an ample fpace for eredting of fortrefies, and eflablifhing 
of ftations J. Of thefe 

Ardoch forms the firft and chief, feated at the head of two vales, and commanding 
a view into each : into the fertile Strathallan, which leads to Stirling, the probable 
rout of Agricola j and into the Glacialis lerne, the prefent Strathearn, an open tract, 
which, under the common name of Strathmore, gave full fpace for the operations of 
this celebrated leader. 

As this flationary camp was the molt important, fo it was fecured with greater 
ftrength and artifice than any of the reft. No general ever equalled him in the judicious 
choice of fituation ; no camp he made was ever taken by ftorm, or obliged to furren- 
der, or to be deferted §. This he fixed on an elevated fituation, with one fide on the 
fteep bank of (he little river of Kneck, and being fortified on that part by nature, he 
thought fit to give it there the fccurity of only a fingle fofs. The other three have five, 
if not fix foffes, of a vaft depth, with ramparts of correfpondent heights between. The 
works on the fouth fide are much injured by the plough j the others in fine prefer va- 
tion. In the area is the praetorium, or the quarter of the general, in a tolerable per- 
fed! ftate. The area is four hundred and fifty feet by four hundred.. The four portae, 
or entrances, are plainly to be diftinguifhed j and the road from the praetorian port to 
the praetorimn very vifible. This ftation was of force fuffieient to baffle any fiege 
from a barbarian enemy: this was one of thofe that he made a winter garrifon during 

* Tertius expcflitlonum annua novas gentes aperuit, vaftatis ufque ad Taitm (sftuavio nomen eft! nail- 
onibu6» cjun iormidme ternti haftes, qnanquam confiidtatUTO fsevit tempeflatibus* txercitum taccffere nonauli. 

-j- iEliuana ac fylvas ipfe pr&tentare* J Ponendifquc infuptr cafteUu fpatmm fuit. 

$ Adootabant periti non alium duceni opportune tales locorum Caplcntuis Itgiffc ; nullum ab Ajfricola 
pofitum caftclkm aut vi hoilium eKpugnatuaij aut pa^ione aut fuga deferumu 
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the remaining time of his command in the country ; and by laying in a year's maga¬ 
zines of provifions freed the foldiers from all apprehenfions of a blockade *, and en¬ 
abled them to make frequent Tallies* 

To the north of this fortrefs are the outlines of three inclofures, furrounded, if I 
recoiled right, by only fingle ramparts. They are the works of different periods, or 
perhaps might hatfe been the fummer camps to this ftation ; or they might have been 
the proceftria to the place, a fort of free towns, built and inclofed with flight entrench¬ 
ments, under the cover of the fort, which might be fly led their citadel t* The hr ft ri 
contiguous to it, and receives into the welt fide the Roman road. The meafumnenrs 
of the area are a thoufand and eighty feet by eight hundred and forty. The porta* 
are quite filled up. 

Another very large one lies north of this, and part of the fouth, and even trefpaffes 
on, and takes in a final 1 portion of it. The four entrances are very vifible, and each 
has, by way of defence, oppofire to it, on the otitfide, a fhort rampart. The dimen- 
fions of this are two rhoufand fix hundred feet, by fixteen hundred and feventy. The 
prefent road to Stirling runs through the midfl of this, 

A third, which feems never to have been completed, breaks in on one fide of the 
greater ; it points towards the Kneck, and either never reached that water, or has 
been on that fide totally defaced. 

Many antiquities have been found about this Ration, fuch as bits of bridles, fpear^ 
heads, and armour, which were depofited at Ardoch-houfe, the feat of Sir William 
Stirling, where they remained till the year 1715, when they were carried away by the 
foldiers. Since that time a very curious fepulchral monument has been difcovered 
there, and prefented to the College at Glafgow. It is infcribed thus: 

Dh manibus Ammonites . Dammit $ cob* 1. Hifpanorum Jlipendiorum XXVII* He - 
redes F* C* 

This is engraven in the xvth plate of the College Antiquities, and mentioned by 
Mr- Horfley among the Scottifh monuments- Sir William Stirling did me the honour 
of informing me, that feveral coins have been found there, but now difperfed; and 
that there is in his poffeffion an urn filled with afhes, a fragment of the unburnt feu 11, 
and a piece of money* The laft had, in all probability, been put into the mouth 
of the deceafed as the fare of Charon for wafting him over Styx. 

I mult not omit, that oppofite to Ardoch, on fhe other fide of the Kneck, is a place 
called the Keir. Here, fays Mr. Gordon, (Tor I did not vifit it,) are a great many 
circumvallations and ramparts of ftone and earth, and regular terraces defcending on 
the fide of the hill* I11 Wales we have many Britifti pods that bear the general name 
of Caer ; and had I time to have examined it, I fhould doubtlefs have found it to have 
been one. 

Nor mull I leave this place without obfervmg, that from its ramparts is to be feen 
the plain of Sheriff moor, where the ilhdifputed battle of Dunblain was fought in 1715. 
The Earl of Mar lay with his army the evening before at Ardoch. 

On leaving this fine relique of antiquity, proceed down Strathearn. Pafs by a ftu* 
pendous Cairn. Crofs an extenfive black moor, and foon after reach Tullibardine J, 
a great old houfe, the original feat of the Murrays, and which gives, the title of Mar. 

* Crcbnc erupConefc j nam adverfus moras obfidionisj annuls copiis firmafiantur* 

+ Vide Hotfley, p. 1 oi* 

j From Tullodh, a hillock, and Bardin, hards j this place being fuppofed to have been appropriated Im 
the fupport of a bard. In old times diftriets were allotted by the great men for their fupport, which often 
fcccame hereditary in their families. Doctor Macpheifon, 118. 
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quis to the heir of Athol. In 1715 it was made a garifon by the rebels, and for fome 
time impeded the advance of the King’s army towards Perth. Before the houfe, ac¬ 
cording to honed Lindefay, was fliewn the length and the breadth of the great fliip, 
the Great Michael, built by James IV. and deferibed by his hiftorian with inoft ferupu- 
lous minutenefs *. The dimenfions, fays he, were exprefled here by the fliipwrights, 
by a plantation of hawthorns, which 1 looked for, but in vain. 

Near the houfe is a very neat cafe of a fmall church ; but the infide is quite ruinous. 

Draw near the Ochil hills, verdant and fmooth \ fee at a fmall didance, at their 
foot, Kincardine, an ancient feat of the Montrofe family. To the left is the fmall 
town of Auchterardire, which, with Muthel, Blackford, Dinin, and feveral other 
villages, were burnt by an order of the Pretender, dated from his court at Scone, 
the 17th of January, and the fifteenth year of his reign, 1715—1716. This cruel 
command was executed in a moil uncommonly fevere feafon; and the poor inhabi¬ 
tants of every age and lex left expofed to the rigour of the cold. To palliate thefe 
proceedings, the neceflity of obftrufting the march of the King’s forces towards Perth 
was pleaded : and that the Pretender, on his flight from that city, left in the hands 
of General Gordon, for the ufe of the fufferers, a large futn of money, with a letter 
to the Duke of Argyle, requefting a proper diftribution. 

Go through Dinin, and reach Dupplin at night. 

Aug. 28. Ride to fee the ruins of a great cairn on the road fide, about a mile north 
of Dupplin, which had been lately demolifhed. On removing the ftones, were dif- 
covered at the bottom a great number of chefts whofe dimenfions were two feet 
eight by two feet two, every one confifting of five flags, forming four fides and a lid. 
In all excepting one were bones, and mixed with them in fome of the chefts were 
round perforated bodies, which I fufpeft to have been druidical beads; there were 
befides numbers of rings, heart-fiiaped trinkets, and others of a fiat and oblong form, 
all made of a coarfe glafs. 

At a fmall diflance from this place is the plain of Tippir-moor, where the Marquis 
of Montrofe gained a fignal viftory over the Covenanters, a rabble from the county of 
Fife, with an inferior army of half-armed Highlanders and Irifli. “ If ever God fpake 
word of truth out of my mouth,” fays one of the enthufiaftic divines to his friends, “ I 
promife you in his name alfured viftory this day but he was poflefled with a lying 
fpirit; for two t'houfand of their flock fell in the field, and two thoufand more were 
taken prifoners. Tradition records a barbarous fuperftition of the Irilh troops, who that 
morning put to death an innocent herdfinan they happened to meet, from the notion 
that viftory would declare itfelf for the party which firft drew blood. 

* In this Came year the King of Scotland bigged a great fhip, called the Great Michael, which was the 
greateft Chip, and of mo ft ftrength, that ever failed in England or France ; for this /hip was of fo great 
ftature, and took fo much timber, that, except Falkland, fhe wafted all the woods in Fife, which was oak 
wood, by all timber that was gotten out of Norroway; for ftie was fo ilrong, and of fo great length and 
breadth, (all the wrights of Scotland, yea and many other ftranger^ were at her device, by the King's 
commandment, who wrought very bufdy in her, but it was year and day ere fhe was complete*) To wit, 
She was twelve fcore foot of length, and thirty fix within the fides ; /he was ten foot thick, in the wall, and 
boards on every fide, fo ftack and fo thick that no cannon could go through her. This great fliip cum- 
bred Scotland to get her to the fea. From the time that fhe was afloat, and her mails and fails complete, 
with tows and anchors offeiring thereto, fhe was counted to the King to be thirty thoufand pounds of ex- 
pences, by her artillery which was very great and coftly to the King by all the tell of her orders* To wit. 
She bare many cannons, fix on every fide, with three great baffils, two behind in her dock, and one before, 
with three hundred fhot of fmall artillery, that is to fay, my and and battered falcon, and quarter-falcon, 
flings, peliilent ferpetens, and double-dogs, with hagtor and quivering, corsbows and hand-bows. She had 
three hundred mariners to faii her; fhe had fix fcore of gunners to ufe her artillery ; and had a thoufaud 
men of war by hex captains, ftuppers, and quart er-maHers, 11 
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Reach the church of Tippir-moor, which takes its name from a holy well, dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary. This parifh was fonietime the refidcnce of the bifhop of Dunkeld. 
Bifhop Galfred died here in 1249 ; and Bifhop Sinclair in 1337 *, The laft re-built 
and rcftored the church of St. Serf, on the north fide -of the water of Almond, once 
the chief of this-parilb; but, as report goes, was afterwards deferred on account of a 
child of Lord R nth veil’s being drowned in the river, in returning from being baptized. 

Below the minifter’s houfe is a rhomboid intreSchment, called the Ward : but there 
is not the leaft tradition about the defign of it. A liltle farther is a high copped 
tumulus or mount, fly led the round Law, fuch places being in thefe parts generally 
fuppofed to have been the feats of juftice. 

At a fmall diftance from hence arrive at the high banks above the river Almond, 
which here waters the plain that extends to Perth, and falls into the Tay, about a mile 
above that city. Near this place was feated the ancient Bertha, or Perth, which 
Boethius afferts had been the refidence of the Scottilh Kings. Here, fays he, Kenneth 
exercifed fevere juftice on the great Banditti f. This place, fays Buchanan was be- 
fieged by the Danes before the battle of Loncarty; it was totally deftroyed by a flood 
in 1210, and the city re-built on the fpot where the prefent Perth {lands. The tide of 
the Tay, in former times, reached this place; from which circumftance is derived the 
name, Bertha, being a contraction from Aber-Tay, or the place where the Tay met the 
fea §. An anchor has been found here; and, as I have been told, that on digging, are 
to be found almoft every where old walls, vaults and caufeways, far beneath the pre¬ 
fent furface of the ground. The Romans had a ftation on its banks, which their road 
pointed to: and ftill the falls of the cliffs produce many proofs of the truth of the af- 
fertion. About eight years ago, by the lapfe of a great piece of land, was difeovered 
great quantities of excellent iron, in fliort thick bars, from one to two feet in length, as 
if it had been cut for the conveniency of retailing. 

Other falls have produced difeoverjes ftill more lingular, and have layed open a 
fpecies of interment, as far as 1 know, hitherto unnoticed. Some years ago, in the 
face of a broken bank, were difeovered, fix pillars in a line, ten feet diftance from one 
another, and eighteen feet high from the top of the ground to the bed of the Almond, 
ihewing out of the bank a femicirctilar face. Thefe proved to have been the contents 
of certain cylindrical pits, funk in the earth as places of fepulture. The urns were 
placed in them, and the hollows filled with earth of a different kind from the banks, 
and fo ftrongly rammed in, as to remain coherent, after the former had in part been 
waffled away. The Rev. Mr. Duff' lias deferibed thefe hollows in a manner fomewhat 
different, comparing them to the fegments of a cone, with the broader part downwards j 
and to have been filled with bones, allies, and fragments of urns. Thefe funebrious 
veffels have been found here of different fizes ; one of very uncommon dimenfions as 
well as materials : being of fine clay only half an inch thick ; and entirely plated in the 
infide with brafs. It is capable of containing ten gallons ; and was filled with allies. 
Other urns of a fmall fize have been met with in thefe pits ; one held feme wood allies, 
and part of a lacrymatory ; an evidence of the nation they belonged to. So that if 
we may rely on the map of Richard of Cirencefter, this place might have been the 
Orrea of the Romans. 

A mile farther, on the plain, is the ancient houfe of Ruthven; once the feat of the 
unfortunate Gowries, It confifts of two fquare towers, built at different times; and 

* Mill's Lives of the Bilhopa of Dunkeld, MS. -J- Lib. XL p. 2a*. 

J Lib. VI. c. 31. j Annals Scotland, 138. 
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(lifting from each other; but now joined by buildings of latter date. The top of one 
of the towers is called the Maiden’s leap, receiving its name on the following occafionr 
a daughter of the firlt Earl of Gowrie was addrefled by a young gentleman of inferior 
rank in the neighbourhood, a frequent vifitor of the family, who never would give the 
lead countenance to his pa ill on. His lodging was in the tower, feparate from that of his 
nh ft refs} 

Sed vetucre patres quod non potnere vetore; 

The lady, before the door was fhut, conveyed herfelf into her lover’s apartment ; but 
fome prying Duenna acquainted the countefs with it; who cutting ofr, as !he thought, 
all pofiibility of retreat, haltened to iurprize them. The young lady’s ears were quick; 
file' heard the footfteps of the old countefs, ran to the top of the leads, and took the 
dcfperate leap of nine feet four inches over a chafm of fixty feet, and luckily lighting 
on the battlements of the other tower, crept into her own bed, where her a/loniflied 
mother found her, and of courfe apologized for the unjuft fufpicion.. The fair daugh¬ 
ter did not choofe to repeat the leap; but the next night eloped, and was married. 

But this place was the fcene of more ferious tranfacfions, which laid the foundation, 
of a refentmeni that proved fatal to its noble mailer. Here was executed the generous 
defign of freeing Janies VI. from his worthlefs favourites, who werepoifoning his youth 
with exalted notions of royal prerogative and inflilling into him thofe principles which, 
in after times, proved fo deilru&ive to his progeny. Gowrie, with numbers o£ other 
peers, inveigled James into this caftle, in the year 1582, on hi3 return from a hunting 
match in Athol. When he was about to depart, be was flopped by the nobles in a body, 
who prefented' him with the memorial again!! the ill conduct of his principal favourites. 
He endeavoured to free hitnfelf from reflraint, but was prevented; and upon his burfl- 
ing into tears, was told by the guardian of Glames, that it was better children weep than- 
bearded men. _ This was called the Raid of Ruthven. The confpirators carried him 
off; but on his efcape he again religned himfelf to Arran, a favourite void of every 
fpecies of virtue, and even, after an aft of oblivion, declared them guilty of high trea- 
fon, and actually put Gowrie to death at Stirling, after a trial injurious to his Majeily’s 
honour. 

After the doubtful confpiracy of the two ions of this unfortunate nobleman at Perth, 
and after their deaths, and poilhumous conviction, the very name was aboliihed by aft 
of parliament ; the houfe indeed was preferved; but to obliterate all memory of fo 
detefted a family, even the name of that was changed to Hunting-Tower. 

Near this houfe is the Hone building called the Lowfwork, fo ftyled from Low the firfl 
contriver. This feryes to divert part of the water of Almond into an aqueduct, leading 
to Perth, which is of the greateEl fervice to the various, mills at this prefent time, and 
anciently aflilled to make the place almoft impregnable, by filling the ditch that fur- 
rounded the walls. On one fide of this aquedufl is the boult of Balhoufie, a Hone work 
perforated with an orifice, thirty-two inches round, guarded with a circle of iron at each 
end- 'I his hole is permitted, by very ancient ufage to convey a portion of water to the 
mill of that name. A contrail Is Hill extant between the magillrates of Perth and 
Eviot, then the owner of Balhoufie, in 1464, about the repair of this boult; and very 
lately the fame has been renewed by the Earl of Kinnoul, the prefent noble pofleffor of 
thofe lands *. - 
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Mr. Duff from this fpot pointed to me the fite of Tillilum, near Perth, once a con¬ 
vent of Carmelites, in theeaft end of the parifh of Tippir-moor. The founder is not 
mentioned: we only learn from Keith that Richard In verkei thing, Bifliop of Dunkeld, 
built here a fine chapel and a houfe, in 1262, and that the fynods of the diocefe were 
wont to be kept here for fear of the Cattarranes, or the Highland robbers, till the year - 
1460, when Thomas Lauder, Bifhop of Dunkeld, removed them to his own cathedral *. 

In my return to Dupplin had a diftant view to Methwen, a place lying between Tip¬ 
pir-moor and the Almond, noted for the defeat Robert Bruce received here from the 
Englilh, in 1306, under Aymer de Valence, Earl of Pembroke. 

The banks of this river, about two miles higher than Bertha, afforded an untimely 
grave to the fair friends, Beffie Bell, and-Mary Gray, two neighbouring beauties, cele¬ 
brated in an elegant Scotch ballad, contpofed by a lover deeply flricken with the 
charms of both. One was the daughter of the Laird of Kinvaid, the other of the 
Laird of Lednoch, A peftilence that raged in 1 666, determined them to retire from 
the danger. They fele&ed a romantic and fequeftered ipot, on the fide of Brauchie 
Burn, where 

They big^ed a bower an yon Burn brae* 

And ihidkM it g’cb with r a flies. 

Here they lived for fome time, and as fliould feem, without jealoufy, for they received 
the vifits of their lover, till catching the infection, they both died, and were both in¬ 
terred in the lands of Lednoch, at Dronach Haughf. 

Auguft 29. Leave Dupplin, and re-vifit Perth. Am honoured by the magiftrates 
with the freedom of the city. 

Pafs over the part of the North-Inch. Oil this plain, in 1396, a private war between 
the Clan Chattan, and the Clan Kay, was decided in a manner parallel to the combat 
between the Horatii and Curiatit. A cruel feud raged between thefe warlike tribes, 
which the King, Robert the III., in vain endeavoured to reconcile : at length the Earls 
of Crawford and Dunbar propofed, that the difference Ihould be determined by the 
fword, by thirty champions on each fide. The warriors were chofen, the day of com¬ 
bat fixed, the field appointed, and the King and his nobility affembled as fpe&atorsi. 
On reviewing the combatants, one of the Clan-Chattan (feized with a panic) was mif¬ 
fing ; when it was propofed, in order to form a parity of numbers, that one of the 
Clan Kay Ihould withdraw; but fiuch was the fpirit of that brave people, that not one 
could be prevailed on to refign the honour and danger of lhe day. At length one 
Henry Wind, a fadler, who happened accidentally to be prefent, offered to fupply the 
place of the loft Macintofli, for the fmall fum of a French crown of gold. He was ac¬ 
cepted ; the combat began, and Henry fairly earned his pay, for by his prowefs vic¬ 
tory declared itfelf in favour of his party. Of that of Clan-Chattan only ten and the 
volunteer were left alive, and every one of them dangeroufly wounded. Of the Clan- 
Kay only one furvived, who, declining fo unequal a combat, flung himfelf into the Tay, 
and fwam over unwounded to the oppofite fhore J. 

Ride over the bridge of Perth, the mod beautiful ftrufture of the kind in North 
Britain, defigned and executed by Mr. Smeaton. Its length is nine hundred feet; 
the breadth (the only blemilh) twenty-two within the parapets. The piers are founded 
ten feet beijeath the bed of the river, upon oaken and beachen piles, and Hones laid in 
puzzalane, and cramped with iron. The number of arches nine; of which the centre 

* MS. Life of the Bifheps. t Gabions of Perth, p* 19, 

J Buditmau, lib.^X. c, 2, 3. 
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is feventy-five feet in diameter. This noble work opens a communication with all the 
different great roads of the kingdom, and was completed at the expence of twenty-fix 
thoufand pounds : of this the com mi fil oners of forfeited e dates, by his Majefty’s per- 
irriffion, gave eleven thoufand; Perth, two; private fubfcribers, four thoufand feven 
hundred and fifty-fix ; the royal boroughs, five hundred. But ft ill this great work 
would have met with a check for want of money, had not the Earl of Kinnoull, with 
his chara&eriftic public fpirit, advanced the remaining fum, and taken the fecurky of 
the tolls ; with the hazard only to himfelf. 

Several preceding bridges have been wafiied away by the violent floods, that at times 
pour down from the Highlands. The firft misfortune on record is that which befelit 
"in laio, in the time of William the Lion, before recited by me* I am uncertain 
whether it fuffered a fecond time before the year 1329 ; or whether the order given 
that year by Robert L, for liberty of getting (tones our of the quarries of Kynkarachi 
and Balcormoc % for the building of that, the bridge of Earn, and the church of Perth, 
was not for re-building the former, which might have lain in ruins fince the days of 
William. After this, it met with a fucceflion of misfortunes, in the years 1573, 1582, 
and 1589 ; and finally, in the year 1612, when it had been juft re-built and completed 
in the mod magnificent manner, a fatal flood overthrew the whole: a judgment, faid 
the people, on the iniquity of the place, for in 1606 here was held that parliament, 

at which bifhops were ere&ed, and the lords rode firft in their fcarlet gowns”!- 
From that period it lay negledfed, till the late fuccefsful attempt reftored it at lead to 
its former fplendor. 

On reaching the eaflern banks of the Tay, make a digreffion about a mile and a half 
to the left, to fee the celebrated abbey of Scone J, fcated amid ft: beautiful woods, and, 
at a fmall didance from the river. Long after the foundation of the abbey, Scone had 
been a place of note. It is called by fome the ancient capital of the Pi As : but it 
certainly was the feat of the princes of Scotland as early as the time of Kenneth. On 
a tumulus, dill in being, they kept their court of judice : on this they fat to deter¬ 
mine the pleas between their barons, whence it was called the Mom Placiti de Scond f 
omnis terra> or the Mote hill of Scone. It is alfo, fometimes called Boot hill, in allu- 
fion to a fuppofed ancient practice of bringing £0 this place, a bootfuJI of earth from 
different eftates, when the proprietors were here to be inverted in them. Mote, 
I11 the Gallc tongue, fignifies a court; for in very early times it was cudomary for 
the great people to deliver their laws from eminences of this kind. Our Druids had 
their Gorfeddau, where they fate aloft, and delivered their'decrees, their fentences, and 
their orations to the people. 

It has been faid, that Malcolm Mac-Kenneth, or Malcolm the XL feated in the famous 
chair, placed on this mount, ** gave and diftributed all his lands of the realm of Scot- 
■land amongd his men, aud referved nathing In propertie to himfelf, bot the royal I dig- 
nine, and the Mutehill in the towne of Scone So that it (hould feem the very ex* 
iftence of his royal dignity depended on the poffeffion of this hill of authority. But I 
muft remark with Mr. Guthrie, that this diltribudon ought to be taken in a more 
limited fenfe : i t being incredible that any Prince (hould thus totally divert himfelf of all 
the royal demefnes. It is molt probable that he only renewed to his barons the grants 

* On opening this quarry, for the materials of the prefent bridge, numbers of the ancient tools were 
di (covered. 

f Gabions, 

+ Or Scyon, as it is called in a charter of Alexander II, Vide Anderfon*s Diplomats, No. XXX, 

^ Regiam Majeft. p« 1. and Boethius, lib. XL p. 245. 
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of their lands, and in reward for their faithful fervices made their tenures fure and here¬ 
ditary, which before they held precarioufly, and on the will of the crown *. 

The abbey was founded by Alexander the Firft, in 1114, and was dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity and St. Michael the arch-angel, and filled with canons regular of St. 
Augufline It is faid to have been originally a feat of the CuLlees, which is not im¬ 
probable, as it is not to be fuppofed that fo noted a place could be deftitute of fome re¬ 
ligious order. The revenues at the reformation were confiderable: amounting to 
li 40I. 6s. 6d. Scots; befides fixteen chaldrons and two firlots of wheat ; feventy-three 
chaldrons thirteen bolls, two firlots and two pecks of bear ; fixty-two chaldrons of 
meal; eighteen chaldrons and three bolls of oats; and one lad of falnion. 

In the church of this abbey was preferved the famous chair, whofe bottom was the 
fatal done, the palladium of the Scottiih monarchy; the ftone, which had fird ferved 
Jacob for his pillow, was afterw ards tranfported into Spain, where it was fil'd ufed as a 
feat of judice by Gethalus, cotemporary with Mofes. It afterwards found its way to 
Dundaffage in Argylefhire, continued there as the coronation chair till the reign of 
Kenneth II. who to fecure his empire removed it to Scone. Here it remained, and in it 
every Scottiih monarch was inaugurated till the year 1296, when Edward I. to the 
mortification of North-Britain, tranflated it to Weftminder abbey; and with it, accord¬ 
ing to ancient prophecy, the empire of Scotland. 

The ceremony of placing the new monarch in the coronation chair was hereditary in 
the ancient Earls of Fife. Edward, in the midd of his ufurpation, paid a Uriel atten¬ 
tion to that point: the office was in Duncan the eleventh Earl; but as he was under 
age and with the King, I find in Ry liter's Foedera f a writ dated Nov. 21, 1292, at 
Norham, directing one John of Perth, indead of the young Earl, to perform the cere¬ 
mony of putting his creature John Baliol into the regal chair at Scone. 

This abbey, with the church, in the year 1559, underwent the common fate of re¬ 
ligious houfes, in the furious and ungovernable feafon of reformation. This was de- 
molilhed by the zealots of Dundee, in refentment of one of their company being killed 
by a fliot from the houfe. The nobility who were prefent drove to divert their rage, 
being more intereded in the prefervation, from the profpe£t of fharing in the plunder 
of the church. 

In the church is the monument of Sir David Murray, anceftor of Lord Stormont, 
the prefent owner of the place. Sir David’s figure is placed in an attitude of devotion, 
with a long inlcription, relating his lineage, offices and virtues. Charles II, was 
crowned in this church before he fet out in the expedition that terminated in the fatal 
battle of Worcefter. The crown was placed on his head by the Marquis of Argyle, 
the wily peer being for once cheated by the young prince, who flattered hint with the 
hope of feeing one of his daughters mother of a line of kings ]. 

In the year 1715 the old Chevalier refided here for fome time, and iffued out fix 
proclamations, among which was one for his coronation on the 23d of January 1716; 
but before that time hisrefolution failed, and he fled from a crown he was unworthy to 
wear. His fon, in 1745, made the place a fliort vifit. 

Return the fame road; pafs near the end of the bridge of Perth, and after a fliort 
fpace, ride beneath the vail rocks of Kinnoull, which threaten deftru&ion to the tra¬ 
veller, from the frequent falls from this black and ragged precipice. Many awful ruins 
are fcattered far beyond the road ; one of which a few years ago overwhelmed a final 1 

* Hill, Scotland, I. 226, t Vol. ii. p. 600. 

■f Clarendon, vi. 395, 
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cottage and the poor inhabitants. Beautiful agates are frequently found in this hill. 
In examining the fragments that lay beneath, I difcovered a confiderable quantity of 
lava a proof of its having been an ancient volcano. 

* in the church of Kinnoull is the magnificent monument of Chancellor Hay *. His 
lordfliip is represented {landing under a rich entablature, fupported by three pillars: 
two elegantly carved, the third plain, furrounded by a coronet. His drefs is a long 
.Town, great ruff, and fmall clofe cap. The Teals and a fcull are placed on a table be¬ 
fore him. Beneath is a fpace defigned for the epitaph, but left uninfcribed. 

Soon reach the noted Carfe of Cowrie, a fine tract that extends in length fourteen 
miles, and in breadth four, bounded on the north by a range of hills called the Braes 
of Gowrie, and by the river Tay on the fouth. Too much cannot be faid of its ferti¬ 
lity- It is covered with corn of every fpecies; peas and clover all in great perfection; 
varied with orchards, plantations, and gentlemen’s feats. The roads are planted on 
each fide with trees, which, with the vaft richnefs of the country, reminded me of Flan¬ 
ders • and the extenfive corn lands, with the mud-houfes, dabbed on the outlide with 
cow-dung, for fuel, immediately brought before me the idea of Northamptonfliire. It 
agrees with the laft alfo, in finding during fummer a great deficiency of water for com¬ 
mon ufes. and a great lack of fuel all winter ; fo that the following is become a pro¬ 
verbial faying, ffalfe, I truft, in the laft inftance) « that the Carfe of Gowrie wants wa¬ 
ter all fummer, fire all winter, and the grace of God all the year through.” 

The view of the Tay and the oppofite fliore add great charms to the view. On the 
fouthern ‘bank ftands Elcho, a poor convent of Ciftertian nuns, founded by David 
•LUidfay of Glanerk and his mother, on a piece of ground belonging to Dumferline ; 
endowed afterwards by Madoch f, Earl of Strathearn, with the lands of Kinnaird in 
Fife. But the reclufes were never very opulent, as their whole revenue at the Refor¬ 
mation amounted but to fixty-four pounds fix findings and eight-pence. 

A little further the Tay begins to fpread confiderably, and to afl'ume the form of an 
mftuary. At a hamlet called Hawkeftone, fee on the road fide a very large ft one, laid 
■to be that on which the hawk of the peafant Flay alighted, after it had performed its 
flight round the land which was given to the gallant ruftic in reward of his fervices: on 
it is inferibed in modern letters, I know not why, the word Caledonia. 

Reach Errol, a fmall town, remarkable for the beautiful views, particularly thofe 
from the gardens of Mr. Crawford, feated on a knowl, with a rich view of land or 
water from every part. Here I remarked the arbor vitae of a very uncommon fize, 
being five feet fix inches in circumference. The feeds ripen here very well. 

Obferve, about a mile to the left, Caftle-Lion, a feat of the Lions Earls of Strathmore. 

The Carfe of Gowrie terminates a few miles farther, when the land grows higher, 
but ftill continues fertile and improved. 

The fouthern boundary of the Tay is the fliire of Fife, a beautiful extent of country, 
riling gently from the water edge. Newburgh, a port of Perth, where vetfels of three 
hundred tons may lie, is to be feen on that {hore, a little eaft of Abernethy. Farther 
on are many places of note that lie on that coaft, and were feen in the courfe of this 
day’s ride. The firft is Lindores, a little eaft of Newburgh, a rich abbey, founded by 
David Earl of Huntingdon, brother to William the Firft, on his return from the Holy 
Land, about the year 1178. The pious inhabitants were Tyronefian monks, drawn 
from the abbey of Kelfo, whom Boethius pronounces to have been famous for the inno. 

* Sir George Hay firft Earl of Kinnoull. 

Probably Malaife or Maurice, for I fee no Madochs among the Earls. 
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cency of their manners. Their revenue in money was two thoufand two hundred and 
forty pounds fourteen (hillings and fourpence Scots ; and they had befides twenty-two 
parilh churches dependent on them. The Duke of Rothefay, eldeft fon to Robert II., 
who was (tarred to death at Falkland by his uncle, was, according to report, buried in 

the church of this abbey. . 

A few miles more to tire e3.fl, on tb.e fome fiiore, 3.re the ruins ox Bslmei ino, or 153 . 1 - 

merinoch, a molt beautiful abbey of Ciftercians (tranfplanted from Melrofs), begun by 
Alexander II. and his mother Emergarda, in 1229, on lands purchafed by her for a 
thou land marks from Richard de Ruele, who refigned this and the lands of Cultreach 
and Ballindean to her in 1215, for this pious ufe. ¥ arious °f he ^ donations were be- 
flawed on it; among which may be reckoned Corbie and Birkill, and its parks, be- 
eueathed by Lawrence of Abernethy, becaufe the royal foundrefs had left him in her 
will a legacy of two hundred marks Iterling. The preceptory of Gad van in Fife alfo 
belonged to this abbey, and two or three of the monks always refided on it. The re¬ 
venues of the place were not large, not exceeding feven hundred and four pounds two 
killings and tenpence halfpenny in Scots money. At the Reformation Balmerino was 
eredted into a barony, in favour of Sir James Elphinfton. 

Near the village of Invergowrie quit the fhire of Perth, and enter that of Angus, and 
after a ride of three or four miles arrive at Dundee, a well-built town, feated on the 
reftuai v of theTay, about eight miles from the mouth, in lat. 56.—24. 30. long, from 
London 3 — 5. 3. weft, and is the third in rank of the royal boroughs. The number 
of inhabitants in the town and fuburbs amount nearly to fourteen thoufand. Here are 
three eflabliShed churches, with three mini hers and two affi Hants, for the difeharge of 
the duty of the parifli, which includes a certain dilhiCt near the town ; befides, there 
are two epifcopal chapels, a meeting-houfe for the G Mites *, and three for tha burgher 

and antiburgher feceders. . , ‘ . 

The town is feated on the fide of a hill, and is rather irregularly laid out. Above it 
is Law of Dundee, a mark to Teamen. The harbour is artificially protected by piers, 
and furnished with a quay, on which are three very handfome public warehoufes, built 
in 1 756. The largeft is compofed of a centre a hundred feet long, with two handfome 
wings, all built of free-done, and their corners adorned with rultic work. _ The harbour 
is Very commodious, and very acceflible by people that are acquainted with it. There 
are oil the north Shore, near the entry of the aeftuary, two light-houfes, very completely 
finished, and well attended, being the property of the fraternity of Teamen at Dundee ; 
but the want of a new furvey is much to be regretted, as the lands hav<? of late years 
Shifted: the public therefore look up to the admiralty expelling its attention in this 
important article. The port will contain about two hundred fail, has at fpring tides 
fourteen feet water, and admits veflels of upwards of three hundred tons burden. There 
are at prefent about feventy Ships belonging to the place, and one of two hundred and 
fixty-four tons, that is employed in the Greenland whale-fiShery-. An attempt is now 
making to revive the coafting cod-fifhery. 

The manufactures of Dundee are linen, efpecially of Ofnaburghs, Sail-cloth, coinage, 
threads, thread-Slockings, buckrams (a new work, in Scotland), tanned leather, and 
Shoes, for the London market; hats, which has fet afide their importation from Eng¬ 
land for the fupply of thefe parts; and laftly, as an article of trade, may be mentioned 
a fugar-Uoufe, erected about feven years ago, which does confiderable bufinefs. Here 
was, in memory of man, a manufacture of coarfe woollen cloth, called plaiden, which 

• Or the followers of Mr. John Glafs, founder of the fed of Independents in North Britain. 
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was exported undreffed, undyed* to Sweden, Germany, and the United Provinces, for 
cloathing the troops of thofe countries ; but this was fuperfeded by that of Ofnaburghs, 
which commenced in the year 1747, and is now the ftaple of the county of Angus. 
In 1773, 4,448,460 yards were ftamped; the price from fourpence to fixpence a yard. 
Thefe are fhipped for London, Newcaftle, Leith, Burrowftonefs, and Glafgow, from 
whence they are fent to the Weft Indies and America, for the cloathing of the ftaves. 
To the fame places are alfo exported threads, foap, flioes, leather, and fadlery goods. 
To Sweden and Norway are fent potatoes, and dreflings of flax; anti in times of plenty, 
when exportation is allowed, corn, meal, and flour. The falmon taken near Brough- 
Tay caflle is fent faked to Holland. 

In refpeft to imports, it receives from North America, Ruflia, Memel and Dantzick, 
Sweden, Norway, Spain, Portugal, the ufual exports of thofe countries; and from 
Holland undrelt flax, for the manufacture of threads and fine linens, pot-afhes, linfeed, 
clover-feed, old iron, and madder, fortheufe of dyers. Such is its prefent date. 

The public buildings, ancient and modern, are thefe : the magnificent Gothic tower 
of the old church, a venerable and fuperb building, now Handing by itfelf, giving reafon 
to every fpe&ator to regret the lofs of the body. The only remains are the choir, 
called the Old Kirk, whofe weft end is croffed by another building, divided into two 
places of worfhip, evidently of a later conftruftion, and probably built out of the ruins 
of the old : the laff, when entire, was in form of a crofs, and, according to Boethius, 
founded by David Earl of Huntingdon, brother to William I. of Scotland, and dedi¬ 
cated to the blefled Virgin. This happened on his return from his third crufade, in 
which he had accompanied Richard 1 . in 1189, and carried with him five hundred of 
his countrymen. After undergoing various calamities incident to thefe pious warriors, 
on his return to his native country he was nearly perifhing by fliipwreck in fight of this 
place, when vowing to ereft a temple to the Virgin he was inltantly relieved, and fhewed 
his gratitude in this fuperb pile *. It muft be confeffed that he called in the aid of other 
wetl-difpofed people; for he obtained a mandate from the Pope, ftill to be feen in the 
Vatican!, recommending, to aflift in the expence, a colle&ion throughout Chriftendom. 

The time that part of the body of the church was deftroyed is not certainly known ; 
it was probably at the time of the Reformation, when the zealots of this place made 
excurfions far and wide to deftroy the churches of other cities. 

This place had feveral religious houfes; one of Math urines, founded by James Lind- 
fay, whofe charter was confirmed at Perth, in 1392, by Robert III. Another of Do¬ 
minicans, by Andrew Abercrombie, a burgefs of the town. A third, of Francifcans, 
by Devorgilla, daughter to Alan Lord of Galloway ; but that was fupported only by 
alms. Lady Beatrix, dowager of William Earl of Errol, gave them a hundred pounds 
Scots, on condition that the monks prayed (with a low voice) for her foul, and that of 
her hufband. In 1482 they confifted of a warden and fourteen brethren. The fourth 
was a nunnery, whofe name is barely mentioned J. 

The town-houfe is amolt elegant ftrutture, begun in the year 1730, and finifhed in 
1734. It was carried on under the directions of the father of the gentlemen to whom 
we owe the Adelphi. It contains the poll-office, the court-room, with vaulted repofi- 
tories for the records, the guildhall, and the council-chamber. 


# Boethius, lib* xiii. 27^, 276. 

+ It wasfiiewnto JDo&or William Railt, in 1740, by the Pope’s librarian, 

X Keith, 243, 272, 274, 283* 
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Here is a new church, built in a ftyle that does credit to the place, and which allows 
an enlargement of mind in the prcfbyterians, who now begin to think that the Lord 
may be praifed in beauty of holinefs. 

There is not a relique left of the ancient caftle; but its fite may be found where the 
Lion inn how {lands. 

Two or three miles eaft of Dundee, on the river, are the ruins of the fort called 
Brough-Tay Crag; over againft which is Parton Crags, or Eaft Ferry, from whence 
is the road to St. Andrew’s. This place was taken by the Englifh fleet, in 1547, on 
the invafion of Scotland by the Duke of Somerfet. The Englifh remained in pofleffion 
of it till 1550, when it was furrendered to the French under M. Deffe, who by its cap¬ 
ture freed the Scots from a moft troublefome neighbour. 

This place derives its name from Dun, a hill, and Dee or Tay, the river, on which it 
{lands ; for Tay feerns to have been corrupted from Dee, a common Celtic name for 
feveral rivers* Boethius fays that its ancient name was Alectum, but I cannot learn 
on what foundation. The Roman fleet entered this sefluary, and might have had a 
ftation in fome part; but from diligent enquiry I cannot learn that there have been 
either camp or road, or coins, or any other traces of that nation difcovered in the 
neighbourhood. 

The firft notice I find of it in hiftory is on the occafion before mentioned, when the 
Earl of Huntingdon founded its church, and changed, as Boethius aflerts, its name 
from Aleftum to Dei Donum, It was a confiderable place in the time of Edward I*,* 
who in his northern progrefs, in iagi, reduced It and other places that lay in his way* 
About the year 1311 it was in poffeffion of his foil, who placed there as governor Wil¬ 
liam de Montfichet *♦ In 1423 it entered into ant obligation with Edinburgh, Perth, 
and Aberdeen to raife eleven thoufand pounds towards paying the ranfom of James L, 
then prifoner in England f* This is a proof of its wealth at that time 5 and an evidence 
of its commerce in 1458 may be collected from"the royal privilege granted to it by 
James II., of the following tolls towards the repair of the harbour, which were thus ini- 
pofed : on every {hip ten {hillings $ on every crayer, bufs, barge, or ballinger, five fliil* 
lings j on every fercoft, twelve-pence , on every great boat, fix-pence J. 

But Dundee received a dreadful check by the liege it underwent by the Englifli, 
under General Monk, in September 1651. The governor, Major-general Lumfden, 
was fumnioned ; but returning a very infuhing anfwer, Monk determined to ftorm the 
place. By means of a Scotch boy he difcovered the fltuation of the garrifon, that it 
was fecure, and generally by noon in a flate of intoxication. He made a feint, as if he 
intended to raife the fiege \ but returned inftantly with his forces fupplied with {heaves 
of wheat cut out of the neighbouring fields; with them they filled the ditch, fucceeded 
in their attack, and put about fix hundred of the garrifon to the fword. The governor 
perifiied, as Sir Philip Warwick fays §, by the hands of a fanatic officer, after quarter 
was given, to the great concern of the humane Monk. The booty was immeitfe, for 
befldes the wealth found in the town, there were fixty fail of fliips in the harbour ||* 

I mu ft not quit Dundee without faying thatDudhope, the feat of the gallant Vifcount 
Dundee, lies a little north of the place. It had been the ancient refidence of the Scrym- 
feours, and was rebuilt in 16oo by Sir John Scrymfeour, a family ruined in the civil wars. 
It fell at length to the crown, and was granted by James VII, to the Vifcount, then only 

*f AvloffPs Ancient Calendars, 123. jc 6- f 4 rtderfon's Di£b of Commerce, i. 2J7, 

J Memoirs, 361, |! Vide Gambit's Lift; of Gen. Monk, 42. Wliiielocke, 508, 509. 
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Graham of Claverhoufe; on his heroic death it was given to the Marquis of Douglas, 
and ftill remains in that houfe. 

Aug. 30. In the morning continue my journey, and turn from Dundee northward;. 
The country grows a little more hilly; is ftill much cultivated; the foil is good, but the 
fields of wheat grow feareer. Leave on the left Balurabi, a ruined cable with two 
round towers. On the right is Clay-pots, one of the feats of the famous Cardinal 
Beaton. 

Leave, unknowingly, to the weft a curious monumental ftone, fet up in memory of 
the defeat of Camus, a Danifh commander, flain on the fpot, about the year 994. 
According to Mr. Gordon *, it is in form of a fcrofs. On one fide is a moft rude 
figure of our Saviour crucified ; beneath, a ftrange Centaur-like monfter with fix legs. 
On ihe upper part of the other fide is a man, his head furrounded with a glory, and an 
angel kneeling to him. Beneath are two forms like ^Egyptian mummies ; and in the 
third compartment, two men with bonnets on their heads and books in their hands. 
'I he battle was fought near the village of Barray, where numbers of tumuli mark the 
place of daughter ; but Camus flying, was flain here. Commiffary Maule mentions a 
camp at Kaer-boddo, fortified with rampart and fofs, to this day ftyled Norway dikes. 

Reach Panmure, a large and excellent houfe, furrounded by vaft plantations. It was 
built about a hundred years ago, on the fite of the feat of the ancient family of the 
Maules, in the barony of Panmure, conveyed into that houfe by the marriage of the 
Tieirels of the place, daughter of Sir William de Valoniis, lord chamberlainof Scot¬ 
land in the reign of Alexander II. This barony and that of Banevin had been granted 
to his father Philip de Valoniis, and confirmed to himfelf by William to be held by the 
fervice providing half a foldier whenfoever demanded f. 

In the houfe are fome excellent portraits of diftinguilhed perfonages; a mono- them 
a haif-length of the Latl of Loudon, chancellor of Scotland during the civil wars of the 
laft century, efteeraed the moft eloquent man of his time, and the moft a&ive leader of 
the covenanting party. We may learn from his hiftory, that the regard pretended by 
the fathon for the interefts of religion was mere hypocrify. The proof may be collected 
from the imprifonment of this nobleman in the Tower, in the year 1639, for the higheft 
a6l of treafon ; for joining in an offer to put his country under the proteQion of the 
Trench kmg, provided he would affift the party in their defigns J ; for offering to unite 
with powers the moft arbitrary in Europe, and the moft cruel and inveterate perfecutors 
of their Calvinifhcal brethren ; but the violence of party would have induced them to 
have heard a mafs which they pretended to abhor, provided they could reject the inno- 
cent liturgy, and tyrannize over finking monarchy. After the quarrel of the Scots 
with the Enghlh parliament, he united in the endeavours of his countrymen to reftore 
Charles II yet palled fen ten ce, as chancellor, on the gallant Montrofe, with all the 
f L* 16 “is old friends, and with all the inference of a Jefferies* On the defeat 
ot the Kmg at Worcefter, his new attachments obliged him to avoid the rage of the 
ruhng powers : he fled to the Highlands, at length made his peace, and lived m obfcu- 
nty till his death in 1663. 

A half-length of the firft Earl of Panmure, in his robes. He was lord of the bed¬ 
chamber to Charles 1 . and a faithful fervant to his Majefty in all fortunes. After the 
S % V eSjred £cot,and ’ Vhere, in ,654, he was fined, by an ordinance 

that his fons^vvereT'^' ’ r th f f ° m iea thout ' aad Pounds, for no other reafon than 
tnat nib ions were engaged m the royal caufe* 


* Itia. 154. tab. liii. %. 1. + Afi&rfools Diplomat*, No. jocviii. 
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James Ear! of Panmure, in a long wig, and armour, difgraced by James It for non - 
compliance with that Prince’s defigns in favour of popery £ yet, at the convention oi 
the eftates at the Revolution, was a ftrenuous advocate in defence of his old matter. 
In 1715 carried his attachment fo far as to join the infurgents in favour of the fon; be¬ 
haved with gallantry at the battle of Sheriff-moor, and forfeited his eftate and honours, 
in the caufe. His nephew, by his merit, recovered the title, being created on that fcore 
Earl of Panmure in the kingdom of Ireland; and fortun^in this inftance a judicious, 
goddefs, fupplied him with the means of purchafing the large family eftate. 

A fine head of Prince Rupert, looking over one Ihoulder. 

A fine portrait of the Duke of Monmouth, fitting : his hair long and beautiful; his 
drefs, a brown fattin mantle, and a laced cravat. 

A head of the Duke of Hamilton, killed by Lord Molt un- 

Charles XII. of Sweden, with his ufual favage look. 

The Due d’Aumont, the French ambaffador in the reign of Queen Anne, who came 
over on the occafion of the peace. He is faid to have paid this fine compliment to the 
troops that had helped to reduce the dangerous power of his mafter, by obferving em¬ 
phatically, at a review near London, “ that he was very glad to fee them in that 
place 

Mr. Colefliill of Cbigwell, Yorklhire, a half-length, in a black cap,- furred gown, 
with a gold chain. 

His daughter, grotefquely dreffed in black; her arms perfectly herijfeh with points. 
She was the lady of Sir Edward Stanhope, prefident of the north, whofe picture in final! 
is by her. 

Auguft 31. Proceed eaftward through an open country, and in two hours reach 
Aberbrothic, or Arbroath, feated on the di[charge of the little river Brothic inio the 
fea, as the name imports ; aber in the Britilh implying fuch a fituation. It is a fmall 
but flourifhing place, well built, and (till encreafing: the town has been in an improv¬ 
ing ftate for the thirty laft years, and the number of inhabitants greatly augmented. 
This is owing to the introduction of manufactures ; the number at this- time is faid ta 
be about three thoufand five hundred: thefe principally confift of weavers of coarfe 
brown linens, and fome fail-cloth; others are employed in making white and coloured 
threads; the remainder are either engaged in the Clipping of the place, or in. the necef- 
fary and common mechanic trades. 

'1 he brown linens,, or Ofnaburglis, were manufactured here before any' encourage¬ 
ment was given by government, or the linen company ereCted at Edinburgh. T,he 
merchant who firft introduced the manufacture is ftill alive, and has tile happinefs of 
feeing it overfpread the country. It appears from the books of the ft amp-office in this 
town, that fevenor eight hundred thouland yards are annually made in the place, and 
a fmall diftriCt round. Befide this export, and that of thread, much barley, andlome 
wheat is fent abroad $ but fc populous is the country, that more than an equivalent of 
meal is imported. 

The foreign imports are flax-, flax-feed,, and timber, from the Baltic. The coaft- 
ing trade confifts of coals from Borrowftonefs, and lime from Lord Elgin’s kilns in Fife. 
The firft forms a confiderable article of commerce, this being the laft port to the north 
into which that commodity may be brought, free from the heavy duty commencing -after 
it has palled the promontory, the Red-Head. The coaft from the Button els, or nor¬ 
thern cape of the Firth of Tay, is entirely deftitute of a port, as far as the harbour 

’ Cvmn imitated by the Rev. Mr. Granger, ta whofe liberal dilpofition I find myftlf often iudehted. 

of. 
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of Montrofe. In fad this eaftem fide of the kingdom is as unfavourable to thefeaman 
as it is to the planter. Whofoever will give themfelves the trouble of carting their eye 
on the map, will perceive (hat from the Humber's mouth to John-a-Groat’s houfe, there 
is an uncommon Scarcity of retreats for thadiftreffed navigator : they occur feldom, and 
have often near their entrances the obftructions of fand to render the accefs difficult. 
On the wertern fide of the kingdom nature hath dealt out the harbours with a perfeft 
profufion; not a headland can be doubled, but what offers a fafe anchorage to thedif¬ 
treffed veffel. 

Aberbrothic would have wanted a harbour, had not the aid of art been called in; 
for in default of a natural, a tolerable artificial one of piers has been formed, where at 
fpring tides, which rife here fifteen feet, {hips of two hundred tons can come, and of 
eighty at neap-tides; but they mull lie dry at low water. This port is of great anti¬ 
quity: there is an agreement yet extant between the abbot and the burghers of Aber¬ 
brothic, in the year 1194, concerning the making of the harbour. Both parties were 
hound to contribute their proportions-; but the largeft fell to ihe fhare of the former, 
for which he was to receive an annual tax, payable out of every rood of land lying 
within the borough. This is a royal borough, and, with Montrofe, Brechin, Inverbervie^ 
and Aberdeen, returns one member to parliament. 

rhe glory of this place was the abbey, whofe very ruins give fomeidea of its former 
magnificence : it lies on a rifing above the town, and prefents an extenfive and vene¬ 
rable front; is muff ddietoully fituated, commands a view of the fea to the eart, of a 
fertile country to the weft, bounded by the Grampian hills ; and to the fouth, of the 
openings into the firths of Tay and Forth. 

The abbey was once inclofed with a ftrong and lofty wall, which fummnded a very 
confiderable tratt:: on the fouth-weft comer is a tower, at prefent the fteeple of the 
parich-church; at the fouth-eaft corner was another tower, with agate beneath, called 
the Darn-gate, which, from the word darn, or private, appears te have been the retired 
way to the abbey. The magnificent church ftands on the north fide of the fquare and 
was built inform of a croft1: on the fide are three rows of falfe arches, one above the 
other, which have a fine effect, and above them are very high windows, with a circular 
one above, in April laft a part adjoining to the weft end fell fuddenly down, and de- 
itroyed .much of the beauty of the place. The length of the whole church is about 
two hundred and ftventy-five feet, the breadth of the body and fide-aifles, from wall to 
wall, fixty-feven : the length of the tranl'ept an hundred and fixty-five feet; the breadth 
twenty-ieven. 

It feems as if there had been three towers ; one in the centre, and two others on each 
fide of the weft end, part of which ftill remains. On the fouth fide, adjoining the 
church, are the ruins of the chapter-houfe; the lower part is vaulted, is a fpacious 
room, well lighted with Gothic windows. Above is another good apartment. 

Ihe great gate to the abbey fronts the north : above the arch had been a large gal- 
lery, with a window at each end. At the north-weft corner of the monaftery {land the 
walls of the regality prifon, of great ftrength and thicknefs : within are two vaults and 
over them feme light apartments. The prifon did belong to the convent, which re- 
ligned this part of its jurifdiction to a layman, whom the religious elefted to judge in 
™"‘ * 5 ™*: ,J he famJly of Air], had this office before the Reformation, Ir/con 

the heretbh''j,,riLaonr ' W ’ Whe " * ”* f ° ld ” nd Ve#ed “ ,he 

nnMe'famS I4 | 5 ’ ,he eleaion of th >s °®cer proved fatal to the chieftains of two 
noble families. 1 he convent had that year chofen Alexander Lindefay, eldeft fon of 

® the 
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the Earl of Crawford, to be the judge or bailey of their regality; but he proved fo 
expenfive by his number of followers, and high way of living, that they were obliged 
to remove him, and appoint in his place Alexander, nephew to John Ogilvie of Airly, 
who had an hereditary claim to the place; this occafioned a cruel feud between the 
families ; each afl'embled their vaffals, and terminated the difpute near the town. The 
Lind fays were victorious, but both the principals fell in the battle, with about five 
hundred of their followers* 

Very few ocher buildings remain- In the area within the great gate is to be feen 
part of the abbot’s lodgings, built on ftrong vaults, three (lories high, confiding of 
lame large and handfome rooms. 

This abbey was founded by William the Lion In 1178, and dedicated to our cele¬ 
brated primate Thomas a hecket. The founder was buried here, but there are no 
remains of his tomb, or of any other, excepting that of a monk of the name of Alex¬ 
ander NicoL 1 he monks were of the Tyronenfian order, and were firft brought from 
Kelfo, whole abbot declared thole of this place On the firft inftitution to be free from 
his jurifdidHon. r L he laft abbot was the famous Cardinal Heaton, at the fame time arch* 
bifhop of St. Andrew's, and, before his death, as-great and abfolute here as Wolfey 
was in England. On the Reformation, John Hamilton was commendatory abbot. In 
i6c8 it wiie ere 0 :ed into a barony, in favour of his foil James, then was conveyed to 
the Earl of Dyfart, and finally bought by Patrick Maule of Panmure, with the patron¬ 
age of thirty four pounds. 

The revenues were very great: in the year t 562, they were reckoned two thoufand 
five hundred and fifty-three pounds Scots, befides the vail contributions of corn front 
the tenants, who paid their rents in kind. The ordinance for the yearly provifioii of 
the houfe in 153o, will ferve to give feme idea of the great charity and hofpitality of 
of the place* There was an order for buying, 

800 weathers, 82 chalders of malt, 

180 oxen, 30 of wheat, 

11 barrels of falrnon, 40 of meal, 

t 200 dried cod fifh. 

All which appears additional to the produce of their lands, or what their tenants 
brought in. "Phis profufion of /lores would feem very extraordinary, when the num¬ 
ber of monks did not exceed twenty five: but the ordinance acquaints us, that the 
appointments of that year exceeded thofe of 1528, notwithlbmding in the lad the king 
had been there twice, and the arch bifhop thrice. In the chartulary of the houfe, theie 
vifits are complained of as an intolerable burden, and with reafon, for befides loading the 
abbey with vaft expence, it deprived them of the means of exerting their ufual hofpi- 
tality towards the poor. 

King John, the Englilh monarch, granted this monaftery mod uncommon privileges; 
for, by charter under his great feal, he exempted it a tcloniis et confuetudine in every 
part of England, except London. 

In this monaflery Robert Bruce convened the nobility of this kingdom, who here 
framed the fpirited letter and remonftrance to Pope John, dated April 6, 1320; in 
which they trace the origin of the Scots from the greater Scythia, through the Tyrrhe¬ 
nian fea, and the pillars of Hercules into Spain; they inform him that they expelled 
the ancient Britons, dellroyed the Pifts, and maintained this kingdom free, through a 
a race of 113 kings of uninterrupted lineal defeent. They flrongly afi’ert their inde¬ 
pendency of the Engbfh, and di (claim the right that Edward IL pretended to the 
kingdom* They entreat his Holinefs to admoni/h Edward to defill from his hoftilities ; 

. " an d 
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and heroically acquaint the Pope, that even fhould Bruce defert their caufe, they would 
choofe another leader, (fo little notion had they even then of hereditary right,) and 
never fubmit even to extremity to the unjuft pretenfions of the Englilh monarch. 

“ Cut (Roberto) tanquam illi per quern lalus in populo facia eft, pro noftra libertate 
tuenda tain jure quain meritis teneraur et volumus in omnibus adhaerere; quern fi ab 
inceptis defill eret Regi Angiorum aut Anglicis nos aut regnutn no ft rum volens fub- 
jicere, tanquam inimicum noftrum, et fui noftrifque juris fubverforem, ftatim expellere 
niteremur, ct alium regent noftrutn, qni ad defenfionem noftrfttn fufficeret, facerernus. 
Quia quamdiu centum vivi remanferint, nunquam Angiorum domino aliquatenus vo¬ 
lumus fubjugari; non enhn propter gloriam, divitias aut honores pugnamus, fed 
projiter libertatem folummodo, qui nemo bonus nifi fimul cum vita amittit.’' 

There is no immediate anfwer from the Pope extant; but there is realon to fuppofe 
that this very important remonftrance had great weight; for in Auguft of the fame 
year, he fent a bull * to Edward, to exhort him to make peace with the Scots, in order 
that the operations againft the Infidels in the Holy-land might be purfued without in¬ 
terruption. There is alfo a letter from his Holmefs f to the fame prince, to acquaint 
him, that at the earned requeft of Robert, he had fufpended the fentence of excom¬ 
munication, perhaps through fear of lofing the whole Scottifh nation by too rigorous 
a procedure. 

After dinner continue my journey towards Montrofe. I am informed that near the 
road ftands the church of St Vigian, a Gothic building, fupported by pillars, with 
ifles on each fide, and handing on a pretty green mount, in the midft of a valley. The 
church returns a fine echo, repeating diftinclly an hexameter verfe. 

Pafs through an open country, and obferve, that the plantations are vaftly mofied, 
being expofed to the cankering blafts of the eaftern winds, which bring with them fre¬ 
quent rains, and great volumes of black fog. Ride by extenfive fields of peas and po¬ 
tatoes ; the laft a novelty till within the Iaft twenty years. 

The open country continues as far as Lunan, where theinclofures commence. To the 
right is the promontory called the Red-head, forming one horn of Lunan bay, open to 
the eaft wind. The fliore in this pair is high, bold, and rocky, and often excavated 
with vaft hollows, extremely worthy the attention of the traveller; no place exhibits 
a greater variety ; fome open to the fea, with a narrow mouth ; and, internally, in- 
ftamly rife into lofty and fpacious vaults, and fo extenfively meandring, that no one has, 
as yet, had the hardinefs to explore the end. 

Others of thefe caves fhew a magnificent entrance, divided in the middle by a vaft 
column, forming two arches of a height and grandeur that fharaes the work of art in the 
nobleft of the Gothic cathedrals. 1 he voyager may amufehimfelf by entering in a boat 
on one fide of the pillar, furrounding it, and returning to the fea on the other. But 
the moft aftonifhing of all is the cavern, called the Geylit Pot, that almoft realifes in ro¬ 
mantic form a fable in the Perfian Tales. The traveller may make a confiderable fub- 
terraneous voyage, with a picturefque feenery of lofty rock above, and on every fide ; 
he may be rowed in this folemn fcene till he finds himfelf fuddenly reftored to the fight 
of the heavens; he finds himfelf in a circular chafm, open to the day, with a narrow 
bottom, and extenfive top, widening at the margin to two hundred feet in diameter ; on 
gaining the ffimmit a moft unexpected profpeCl appears ; he finds himfelf at a dillance 
from the lea, amid ft corn fields, enjoys a fine view of the country, and a gentle- 
inan’s feat at a fmall dillance from the place out of which he emerged. Such 


* KymeiFredda, fi 
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may be the amufement of the curious in the calms of the fummer-feafon, but 
when the dorm is direfted from the eaft, the view from the edge of this hollow is tre¬ 
mendous J for from the height of above three hundred feet, they may look down oa the 
furious waves, whitened with foam, and fwelling m their long confinement. 

The cliffs of this fliore are not without their Angularities: pemnfulated rocks, oUtu- 
nendous height, jut frequently from their front, precipitous on all fides, and wafhe y 
a great depth of water : the iflhmus that joins them to the land is extremely narrow, 
imnaffable for any more than two or three perfons a-breaft ; but the tops of the rocks 
fpread into verdant areas, containing velliges of rude fortifications, m ancient and ar- 
barons times the retreat of the neighbouring inhabitants fro tn the too powerful invader. 

On the fouth fide of Lonan water is Red-caftle, once a refidence of William the 
Lion. After crofting that water, the country becomes inclofed, and divided into fields 
of about eight or ten Scotch acres in fize, fenced with walls or banks^ planted mm 
French furze, or with white-thorn. A great fpirit of hufbandry appears in thefe parts, 
eipeciallv in the parifh of Craig, which I now enter. The improvements were ongi- 
ndlv begun by two brothers, MefTrs. Scotts, of Roffie and Dunmald, who about forty 
vears ago made their experiment on an cftate of eight or nine hundred a year va ue ; 
and at prefent they or their heirs find the reward of induflry by receiving from it three 
thoufand pounds per annum. The principal manure is lime, but every fpecies of good 
hufbandry is praftifed here, and the produce is correfpondent; all kinds of gram 
v j e ld fix from one; the grafs-land is fet from twenty-five to thirty (hillings _ an acre. 
The improvements made of a farm on five hundred a year, held by Mr. Patrick Scott, 
muff not be forgotten, as he has the merit of making land not worth five (hillings per 
acre at prefent worth twenty. There need no ftronger proof of the improvements m 
hufbandry, and the fertility of the land in this neighbourhood, than to mention the an¬ 
nual exports of bear, meal', and malt, from the port of Montrofe, which in favourable 

feafous amount to twenty thoufand bolls. , 

On the fouth fide of this parifh (which is a promontory between Lunan bay and 
the South Elk) is a great body of bluifii limeilone, I may fay, at prefent tantalizing the 
honeft farmer, who by reafon of the dearnefs of coal is forbidden the ufe of it; a fatal 
duty of three findings and three-pence a ton on all coal, commencing at the Red-head, 
to the infinite prejudice and difeouragement of rural economy in thefe parts. The 
thoughtlels impofition of a tax, before the ufe of lime was fcarcely known m thefe 
parts, is now feverely felt, and obliges the farmers toneglecL the cheap manure Provi¬ 
dence intended for them ; and at great expence to import their lime from the Earl 
of Elgin's works on the Firth of Forth, which cofts them about feventeen pence per 
boll. ^Nature hath denied them coal, peat, and wood ; fo that at prefent they cannot 
burn their lime with the imported fuel at lefs than twenty-pence the boll. 

Reach the village of Ferry den, oppofite to Montrofe, and, crofiing over the 1 trait or 

entrance to the harbour, arrive there late at night. 

Montrofe, or more properly Mon-rofs, derives its name either From Mom rofs, the 
fenny promontory % or from Mant er ofc, the mouth of the hr earn is teated partly 
on an iftmus, partly on a peninfula, bounded on one fide by the German ocean, on the 
other by a Urge bay, called the bafon or back Ms. This pemnfula is evidently a 
large beach, formed in old times by the fea, as appears by digging to any depth f . 

• Irvine’s Nomencl. 15H f Baxter, Gioff Ant Brit. 170. 

1 Mr Maitland, vol i p. 7 y, fnppofb that live gravel, thus difcovered, to have been the materials oi * 
Roman wav, which wag continued farther north; and aficrtSp that there aic veftiges of a campon thv 
.ciehbourinfF links or fandy plain, but I received not the leaII account of any fuch antiquities. 

^ ■? t * 1 he ' 
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The end of this forms one fide of the entrance to the harbour ; a rocky point, called* 
by Adair, Scurdinefs, at this time Montrofe-nefs, lies on the louth-fide, and certain 
fands, called the Annot, on the northern. On the fj'rft is a iquare tower, a fort of 
light-houfe, to direft the courfe of veffels in dark nights. The Annot fands, after 
violent ftorms from the ealt* approach nearer to the Nefs, but are again removed to 
their old limits by the floods of the Efk, a circumftance to be attended to by mariners. 
The tide rufhes up this entrance with a great head and vaft fury, but the depth of 
water is. confiderable, being fix fathoms in the middle, about three days before fpring- 
tide. The breadth is fcarcelv a quarter of a mile, but the baton inftantly expands into 
a beautiful circle of confiderable diameter; but unfortunately moll of it is dry at low- 
water, except where the Southefk forms its channel, in which veffels of fixty tons will 
float even at the lowed ebb. Inch-broik lies on the fouth fide of the entrance, and 
oppofite to that is the pier, which Jhips of any fize may reach, that can bear the ground 
at low water,. 

Montrofe is built on the eaft fide of the bafon, andconfifls chiefly of one large flreet,. 
of a confiderable breadth* terminated at one end by the town-houfe or Toll-booth ; a. 
handfome pile, with elegant and convenient apartments for the affemblies of the rnagiil rates. 
The houfesare of (tone, and, likethofe in Flanders, often with their gable ends towards- 
the ftreets. The houfe in which the Marquis of Montrofe was born is ftill to be feen. The 
town contains about, fix thoufand inhabitants, of which fifteen hundred are Epifcopalians,, 
the reft are of the eftablifhed church, with the ufual" fchifms of Seceders, Glaffites, Non- 
jurors, &c. Numbers of genteel families, independent of any trade, refide here as a place of 
agreeable retreat, and numbers keep their carriages ; thefe are principally of the church, 
of England. Their chapel, which was founded in 1722,1s very neat, has a painted 
altar-piece, and a (mail organ. It is occafionally frequented by the Fref&yterians, who- 
fhew here a molt laudable moderation. It is chiefly in the fouth and fouth-weil, that 
religious bigotry reigns, and that ufually among the common people. Our bifhops* who. 
have vifited Scotland,, have never faded meeting with a treatment the 1110ft polite and' 
refpeftful, but the introduction of the order is impracticable in a country where the. 
natural as well as religious objections are fo flrong ;. for the finances of North Britain 
can never bear the pomp of religion, even fhould the people be induced to admit the 
ceremonial part. 

In the times of popery the Dominicans had a convent here, founded by Sir Allan 
Durward, in. the year 1230. The friers were afterwards tranfported to an hofpital' 
near this city* rebuilt by Patrick Panter, but in 1524 were permitted to return to their 
old feat *. Maitland fays, that their houfe was called the abbey of Celurca.; I fop- 
pofe from the ancient name of the town which Boethius bellows on it. 

The town has increafed one-third, fince the year 1745 ; at that time there was not a. 
fingle manufacture, the inhabitants lived either by one another* or by the hiring out 
of fliips, or by the falmon trade. At prelent the manufactures have rifen to a great 
pitch: for example, that of i ail-cloth, or fail duck, as it is here called is very con¬ 
fiderable; in one houfe eighty-two thoufand five hundred and fixty-fix pieces have 
been made fince 1755. Each piece is thirty-eight yards long, and numbered from VIII. 
to 1 . No. VIII. weighs twenty-four pounds, and every piece, down to No. I., gains 
three pounds in the piece. The thread for this cloth is fptm here, not by the common 
wheel but by the hands. Women are employed, who have the flax placed round their 
■waifts, twill a thread with each hand as they recede from a wheel, turned by a boy at 
the end of a great room. 


* Keith, 270. 
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'Coarfe cloth for {bins for the fohiisrs is alfo made here ; befides this, coaife linens, 
which are fentto London or Mmchefter to be printed; and cottons, for the fame pm- 
pole, are printed at Perth. Great quantities of fine linen, lawns and camovicks are 
inanufa&ured in this town, the Lift from two (hillings and fix-pence to five millings a 
yard. Diapers and Oitiaburghs make up the fum of the weaver s employ; whicn are 
exported to London, and. from thence to the Weft-Indies. 

Much thread is fpun here, from two (hillings and fix-pence to five ihtiluigs a pound. 
It is fpun both in town and country, and brought here by the rural fpinfteis to be 
cleaned and made into parcels; and much of it is coloured here. . 

The bleachery is very confiderable, and is the property of the town : it is not only 
ufed bv the manufacturers, but by private families, for the drying of their linen; ad 
paving a certain fee to ihe perfon who rents it from the magnates. 1 he men pride 
Temfelves on the beauty of their linen, both wearing and houfehold; and with great 
reafon, as it is the effect of the drill and dnduftry of their fponfes, who fully emulate the 
character of the good wife, fo admirably deferibed by the wife ft oi men. 

The falaion fifliery of thefe parts is very confiderable ; from fix hundred to a thou- 
fmd barrels are annually exported, valued at three pounds each ; and about fifteen hun¬ 
dred pounds worth of kitted or pickled fifli. Much of thefrefli fifh is fold into the conn- 
try, from three halfpence to two-pence-halfpenny a pound. The tifhermen begin to 
take falmons about the fecond of February, and leave off at Michaelmas. Its import¬ 
ance has been confidered in very early times, and the legiflature confuted its prefcrva- 
tion by mo ft fevere penalties *. 

Quantities of \vhite-fifli f fuch as the cod kind, turbots, &£. might be taKen on the 
grett fand banks off this coaft. The long Fortys extend parallel to it; and beyond that 
lie Montrofe pitsf, a great bank with fix pits in it of uncommon depths, and Angular 
in their lituation. They are from forty to a hundred fathom deep, reckoning from the 
lurfacc of the Water, and poffibly may be fubmarine fwallows. ihefe banks Lai m 
with fi(h, but are Ihamefulty neglcfted, or left perhaps to foreigners. In the laft cen¬ 
tury about five hundred barks and boats, which during winter were employed in the 
herring fifliery on thefe coafts, during fpring and part of fumraer turn their thoughts to 
the capture of cod and ling J, and after curing, carried their cargoes to Holland, Ham- 
burgh, into the Baltic, to England and to France, By feme mifchance this fifliery was 
loft; and the cargoes to Hollanders and Hamburghers fairly beat the natives out of 
their trade. In the time of Henry VIII. England was (applied with fait fifli from this 
market : the Habberdyn (Aberdeen) fifh was an article in every great larder §. 

Incredible numbers of lobfters are taken on this coaftj from the village of Ulan, 
Sixty or fevenry thoufaud are fen t annually to London, and fold at the rate of twopence 
halfpenny a-piece, provided they are five inches round in the body; andif lefs, two are 
allowed for one- The attention of the natives to this fpecies of fifliery is one reafon or 
the neglect of that of white fifli, to the great lofs of the whole country, which by this 
inattention is deprived of a cheap and comfortably diet. Agates ot very beautiful kinds 
are gathered in quantities beneath the cliffs, and lent to the lapidaries m London. 

I cannot dlfcover any veftiges of antiquity about this place, except a large mount 
called the For thill, on the ea.fl fide of the town. No marks are left of its ever having 
been Fortified.; but the materials might have been applied to other purposes; and 
there is a tradition that it was in full repair when Edward III, was in Scotland, 

* VMe Tour, f Hammond's Chart of the North Sea. 

^ Aecompt c uncut between England arid Scotland, p, 26. 4 No-rthuwbcrlajk? Houfhold Book, 
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Boethius * relates, that it was a fortified place at the landing of the Danes, a little before 
the battle of Lonearty : that thofe barbarians put the inhabitants to the fword, levelled 
the walls, and deltroyed the cattle. This the only remarkable event which I can dif- 
cover to have happened to the town. In this century it was diftinguilhed by the flight 
of the Pretender, who, on the 4th of February, 1716, efcaped on board of a frigate 
which lay in the road, and conveyed him fafe to Fi ance. 

September 1. This day we were honoured with the freedom of the town; and 
handfomely entertained by the magiftrates. I obferved that the feal of the diploma 
was irnpreffed with rofes allufive to its prefent name, which feems a poetical fiftion: 

Aurtolis urbs picla rofis : mom molliter urhi 
J mminet, hme urbi nomma facta cannot* 

At voteres perhibernt quondam dixiffc Cdurcam, 

Nomine Oo prifeo 11 nobillitata novo eft* 

Et p rife a atque nova mfignis virtute, virtjmque 
lugeniis, Patriae qui peperere decus f* 

Leave Montrofe, and after ftve miles riding, crofs the North-Elk, at North Bridge. 
This river and thaf of South-Elk rife in the extreme northern borders of the county, 
among the Benchichin hills: this, flowing along Glen elk, retains the fame name from 
the fource to the fea; the other is called the White Water for a confiderable way from 
its fountain. Near this bridge is Egglis Madie, Ecclefia Magdalense, the feat of the 
Falconers, barons of Halkerton, whole family took its name from the office of an ancef- 
tor, falconer to William the Lion. After palling the river, enter the county of Merns; 
or, the Ihire of Kincardine. 

Some derive the firft from Merns, a valiant nobleman, who, fubduing the country, 
received it in reward from his prince Kenneth II. Camden with much probability 
fuppofesit to retain part of the name of the old inhabitants, the Vernicones of Ptolemy, 
it being common for the Britons in difeourfe to change the V into M. The other 
name is taken from the ancient capital, Kincardine, now an inconfiderable village. 

Lie this night at the village of Laurence Kirk.' The cultivation of the land in the af¬ 
ternoon’s ride appeared lefs llrong than on the South-Elk ; but great efforts are making 
towards the improvement of the country. Streams of corn feem darting from the hills 
towards the centre of the valley, and others again radiate from the ccafts : I doubt not 
but in a few years the obfeure or heathy parts will entirely vanifh, and this whole traft 
become one glory of cultivation. 

September 2. Proceed through a fine rich bottom, called the hollow of the Merns, 
hounded on one fide by the Grampian hills, on the other by a rifing ground, that runs 
almoft: parallel to them. The Grampians prefent here a low heathy front; the hollows 
and the eaftern bonndary fertile in corn. Pafs near the two feats of MeflTrs. Carnegie, 
and Lord Gardinftxm. Crofs the water of Bervie, which falls into the fea a few miles to 
the ealt. Near its mouth lies the fmall town of Inner-bervie, made a royal burgh by 
David Bruce, who landed there after his long retreat into France. The rock he de¬ 
barked on is to this day called Craig Davy. 

Near the village of Drum-lethie the country grows hilly and heathy. Pafs near 
Glen-bervie, the feat of Sir James Nicholfon. Incline now towards the fliore, and find 
an improvement in the country, which continues till I reach 

Stone-hive, or Stone-haven, is a fmall town, but the head of the burgh of the Ihire: 
the Iheriff’s court having been removed from Kincardine to this place by aft of parlia- 


* Lib! XI. p.228. 


t Jcnfton. 
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ment in the reign of James VI. It is placed at the foot of fome high cliffs in a fmall bay, 
with a mofl rocky bottom, in one parr opening a little, lo that fmall velfels may find ad¬ 
mittance, but that mult be at high water. A pier laps over this harbour from the north 
fide, to give them fecurity after their entrance. The town confifts of about eight 
hundred inhabitants. The manufactures are fail cloths and Ofnaburghs, which began 
about feven years ago j and contributed much to make the place moi e populous. 
Here is alfo a confiderable one of knit wortied and thread ftockings.. V/ omen gain 
four-pence a day by knitting, and fix-pcnce by fpinning ; the men, a fhilling by weav- 

'^rhe manufactures of the Merns may be divided thus: the flocking trade employs the 
natives from the banks of the Dee to this place. From hence to the North-Elk they 
are wholly occupied in weaving. 

Vifit the celebrated caflle of Duimoter, built on a lofty and pemnfulated rock, jut¬ 
ting into the fea, and divided by a vaft chafni, a natural fofs, from the main land. The 
compofition of the rock is what is called Plumb-pudding flone, from the pebbles lodged 
in the hard cement. Kittiwafes and fome other gulls breed on the fides. _ 

The entrance is high, through an arched way. Beyond that is another, with four 
round holes in front, for the annoying any enemy who might have gained'the firlt gate. 
The area on the top of this rock is an Englifh acre and a quarter in extent. 1 he build¬ 
ings on it are numerous, many of them vaulted, but few appeared to have been abote a 
century and a half old, excepting a fquare tower of a confiderable height, and the build¬ 
ings that defend the approach. The fides of the rock are precipitous, and even that 
part which impends over the ifthmus has been cut; in order to render th?;. fortrefs Itiil 
more fecure. The ciftern is alnioft filled up j but had been of a great fize, nor lets 
than twenty-nine feet in diameter- _ , , 

The view of the cliffs to the fouth is very pieturefque* They projeft far into the 
fea, in form of narrow but lofty capes. Their bates are often pert orated with great 
arches, pervious to boats* 

Tiiis callle was the property of the Keiths, earls Marechalsof Scotland, a potent and 
heroic family ; but in the 17^5* by fatal ftep, the fortune and title became forfeited £ 
and our country loft the fervices of two molt diitmguiJhed perfonages, the late earl, 
and his brother the general, the abteft officer of the age- According to the Scotch 
peerage ** the property of the Keiths in this county came to them, in the reign of David 
Bruce, by the marriage of Sir William to Margaret, daughter of Sir John Frafer: hut I 
have been informed "that this fort refs had been the property of an Earl of Crawford, 
who exchanged it for an eftate in Fife, with an Earl Marechafi oil condition that he and 
his dependants fliould, in cafe of ncceflky, be permitted to take refuge there. 

About the year 1296 this caftle was taken by Sir William Wallace, who, according to 
his hiftorian. Blind Harry f, burnt four thoufand Engl iih men in it- I forbear tore* 
peat his account, fince he is fuppofed by the judicious annalift to have been an impoftor. 

lu 1336 it was re-fortified by Edward III., in his progrefs through Scotland, but as 
foon as the conqueror quitted that kingdom, the guardian, Sir Andrew Murray, m- 
ftantly retook it* Hiftory leaves us in the dark after this for a veiy long period* I do 
not recollect any mention of it till the civil wars of the iait century, when it was be* 


* Crawford s 319* . t 

r f Tic title to his poem informs us that it was competed in 1361 ; but that muft be a miltake ? tor 
Major, who wrote in 15 fays, that Blind Harry lived when he was a child, compcled the life of Walhce, 
and* like Homer, got his livelihood by reciting his vtrfa at the hoiifee of grut men- Major give* but 
little credit to the pom* See lib* hr. c 15- 
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fieged, and the church again burnt. The tradition is, that it was defended by the 
Earl Marechal, againft the Marquis of Monirofe, by the perfuaiion of Andrew Cant. 
The marquis, according to the barbarous cuftom of the time, let fire to the country 
around ; which, when Andrew favv, he told the noble owner, that the flames of his 
houfes were a fweet-fmelling favour in the noftrils of the Lord ; iuppofing that his 
lordfhin fuffered for righteoufnefs’ fake. This caftle was inhabited till the beginning of 
the prefent century, when an agent for the York-buikling company reduced it to the 
prefent ruinous ftate by pulling down and felling many of the materials, ihe annota¬ 
tor on Camden mentions the (lately rooms in the new buildings, and the library. He 
alfo fpeaks here, of St. Pardie’s church, famous for being the burial place of St. 
Palladium, who in 431 was fent by Pope Cmleftine to preach the gofpel to the Scots : 
but it lies about fix miles weft of Stone hive, in a deep, den, environed on all Tides but 
the fotuh by high mountains. 

Wait on Robert Barclay, Efq ; at his feat at Urie, about a mile dsftant from Stone- 
hire. This gentleman, by the example he fets his neighbours in the fine management 
of his land, is a mc!f ulefu! and worthy character in his country. He has been long a 
peripatetic obferver of the different modes of agriculture in all parts of Great-Lritain : 
iris journies being on foot, followed by a fervant with his baggage, on horfeback. He 
has more than once walked to London, and by way of experiment has gone eighty 
miles in a day. He has reduced his remarks to practice, much to his honour and 
emolument. The barren heaths that once fprrounded him, are now converted into rich 
fields of wheat, bear, or oats; and his clover was at this time under a fecond harveft. 

He is Kkewife a great planter : he fills aft his dingles with trees, but avoids planting 
the eminences, for he fays they will not thrive on this ealterncoaft, except in flickered 
bottoms. The few plantations 011 the upper grounds are ftunted, cankered and mols- 
grown. 

Mr. Barclay favoured me with the following account of the progrefs of his improve¬ 
ments. He firft fet about them with fpirit in the year 1768 ; fince which he has re¬ 
claimed about four hundred acres, and continues to finifli about a hundred annually, 
by draining, levelling, clearing away the {tones, and liming. 'ihefe, with the 
ploughing, feed, &c. amount to the expence of ten pounds an acre. The firft crop 
is commonly oats, and brings in fix pounds an acre: the fecond, white peas, worth 
fometimes as much, but generally only four pounds : turnips are third crops, and ufually 
worth fix pounds ; the fourth is barley, of ihe fame value : clover fucceetis, worth 
about four pounds: and lafty wheat, which brings in about feven pounds ten fhilliugs 
an acre, but oftener more. 

As foon as the land is once thoroughly improved, it is thrown into this courfe: tur¬ 
nips, barley, clover and wheat; fometimes turnips, barley, clover and rye-grafs. He 
fometimes breaks up the laft for white peas, and afterwards for wheat: and fometimes 
fallows from the grafs, and manures it for wheat, by folding his flieep. 

The land thus improved was originally heath, and even that which was arable, pro¬ 
duced moft miferable crops of a poor degenerate oat, and was upon the whole not 
worth two fhilliugs an acre ; but in its prefent improved ftate is worth twenty, and the 
tenants live twice as well as before the improvement. 

Some of the fields have been fallowed from heath, and fown with wheat, and pro¬ 
duced large crops. One field of thirty-four acres, which had been moftly heath, was 
the firft year fallowed, drained, cleared of the Hones, limed, &c. and Town with wheat, 
which produced in the London market two hundred and feventy pounds, clear of all 
expellees. Mr. Barclay has lately erected a mill for fine Hour, the only one in the 

11 county,. 
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countv, which fully anfwers; and has ferved to encourage many of his neighbours to 
fow wheat where it was never known to be raifed before. At prefent near eight him* 
dred bolls are annually produced within ten miles of the place. 

The fir ft turnips for feeding of cattle were raifed by this gentleman : and the markets 
are now plentifully fupplied with frefli beef. Before that period frefii meat was hardly 
known in thefe parts, during the winter and fpring months. Every perfon killed his 
cattle for winter provifions at Michaelmas ; and this was called laying-iii time. Need - 
fity urged this; for fo low was the ftate of farming, that winter fodder for the fattening 
of cattle was then unknown. So that this country, till within thefe few years, was in 
the fame condition with that of England above three hundred years ago : in that period 
beeves, fheep, and hogs- were killed at Martinmas, and preferred failed till the fpring ; 
when vegetation was renewed, and the half ftarved cattle recovered then ririh,,and wtie 
become fit for daughter: fo that the feafon of frefli meat fearcely lafted half the year. 
The Hebrides are (till in this fit nation. 

The great grand-father of Mr. Barclay was not lefs eminent for his improvements in 
affairs fpiritual. The celebrated Robert Barclay made Urie his refidence, and here 
eompofed that apology for the Quakers which will ever remain an evidence of his abili¬ 
ties and his piety. His moderate difpofition and cool head gave credit to the left; for 
it was the peculiar happinefs of George Fox to have united himfelf with his worthy 
brother, fince George’s tenets, as Molheim exprefles, delivered by him in a rude, con- 
fufed, and ambiguous manner, were prefen ted in a different form by the mafterly hand 
of Barclay, who drefifed them with fiich fag?.city and art, that they afl'umed the afpeft 
of a regular fyftem. To him then is owing the purification of the opinions of the pro- 
fefiors of it at this time. He was the great reformer of quakerifin, and his followers 
may exult in him as in one who would do honour to any religion. 

September 3. Leave Urie, and return by the fame road as far as Red Mears, where 
we turn to the north-weft, and travel near the foot of the Grampian hills, through a 
fine open country. Go near the houfe of captain Falconer, with excellent improve¬ 
ments around ; and foon after by Fafque, the feat of Sir Alexander Ramiay, a gentle¬ 
man diftinguiihed for the fine method of agriculture. Stop at Fetter-cairn, a fmall 
village, for the fake of refrefliing ouFfelves and horfes. 

I11 this morning’s ride, obferve a particular neatnefs in the cottages of the country. 
They are made either of red clay, or of fods, placed on a ftone foundation ; the roofs 
are prettily thatched, and bound by a neat net-ivork of twilled ftraw rope, which keeps 
them extremely tight. 

Near Fetter-cairn was the refidence- of Finella, the daughter of a nobleman of large 
pofleflions in this country, infamous for her afiaflination of Kenneth 111 , in 994. She 
artfully infinnafed herfetf into his favour, and inveigling him into her palace (under pre¬ 
tence of revealing fome confpiraciess fhe was really privy to) there cauled him to be mur¬ 
dered. The place was belet by his friends, but Finella efcaping out of a window, joined 
the confederates in her wickednefs. Such is the relation given by Boethius and Bu¬ 
chanan*, but the relations of thole early times are often doubtful and fabulous. 

About two miles from this place, on the road-fide, is a cairn, of a ftupendous fize-, 
and uncommon form, which probably might give name to the parifh. The fliape is ob¬ 
long, and the height at leaft thirty feet. At fome diftance from the ground the fides 
are formed into a broad terrace the cairn rifes again confiderably above that, and con- 

# Boetlitaft, lib, XI* p. 233. Bu chan an *lib* VI. c, 43, Major, p* 94, calls the ComiLifla 
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fids of great loofe ftones, mixed with much femi-vitrified or lava like matter. On one 
fide is a large long done, probably once ereft. Along the top is an oval hollow, about 
fix feet deep : its length, within, a hundred and fifty-two ; the breadth, in the middle, 
fixty-fix ; the length from the outfide of the furrounding dike, a hundred and fixty- 
feven ; the breadth, eighty-three. This may be prefumed to have been monumental; 
the northern nations thought no labour too great in paying thefe funeral honours to 
their deceafed heroes. The tumulus of Haco was the ftze of a hill * : whole years, 
as well as whole armies, were employed in amaffing thefe ftupendous teftimonies of re- 
fpe£h Three years were con fumed in forming one, the common labour of two uterine 
brethren, Norwegian chieftains f. 

Travel over an ill-cultivated flat; crofs the North-Elk, at the bridge of Gannachie, a 
vail arch, call from rock to rock, built by fubfcription, by one Miller. Beneath is a 
vaft chafnv, near fifty feet deep from the top of the battlements; through this the 
water runs with great force. A rocky channel, with lofty precipitous fides, fringed 
whh wood, forms moll pitlurefque views for above a quarter ol a mile above and below 
the bridge. 

Re-enter the (hire of Angus ; on whofe borders lies the caflellatcd houfe of Edzel, 
once the feat of the moll ancient branch of the Lindfavs, of the cattle of Invermark, 
who acquired it about three hundred years ago by the marriage of an anceftor with the 
heirefs of a Sterling, who built the houfe, and was Lord of Glenelk, which by this 
match was conveyed to them. They were remarkable for being chief over a nu¬ 
merous fet of fmall tenants. Not fixty years are paft lince the Laird kept up the parade 
of being attended to a church by a band of armed men, who ferved without pay or 
maintenance, fuch duties being formerly etteemed honourable. This cattle was de- 
fertedby the then owner on account of a murder he had committed on his kinfman, 
Lord Spynie, in 1607. This affair involved him in difficulties, and he retired on that 
account, to the houfe of A uch-mull, about two miles higher on the North Elk as the in- 
fcription on the houfe Ihews. A little after the Laird ol Edzel thought proper to bellow 
on one Durie, a barren knowl near the houfe, and by charter conliituted him and his . 
family hereditary beadles of the parilh, and annexed the perquifite of two bannocks for 
ringing the bell at the funeral of every farmer, and one for that of every cottager ; 
which remained in the family till very lately when it W2s purchaled by the Earl of Pan- 
mure, the prefent owner of the eftate. This is mentioned to Ihew the affectation of 
royalty in thefe Reguli, who made their grants and conferred places with all the dignity 
of majefty. 

After riding two miles on black and heathy hills, afeend one divided into two fum- 
mits, the higher named the white, the lower the black Catter-thun, from their different 
colours. Both are Caledonian polls, and the firft of moll uncommon ftrength. It is of 
an oval form, made of a ftupendous dike of loole white Hones, whofe convexity from 
the bafe within to that without, is a hundred and twenty two feet. On the outfide, a 
hollow, made by the difpofition of the ftones, furrountls the whole. Round the bafe is 
a deep ditch, and below that a hundred yards, are the vettiges of another, that went 
round the hill. The area within the ftony mound is fiat; the axis or length of the 
oval is four hundred and thirty-fix feet; the tranfverfe diameter, two hundred. Near 
the eaft fide is the foundation of a rectangular building; and on molt pans are the 
foundations of others, fmall and circular : all which had once their fuperltrudures, the 

• Eiocii Kaconis faftuofi fuaerandi dneis gratia, collcm fpe&attc magnitudinis txftiaunt. Worm. Moo. 
Dan. 33. {■ Ibid. 39. 
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fhelter of the pofleffors of the poft. There is alfo a hollow, now almolt filled with 
ftones, the well of the place. 

The other is called brown, from the colour of the ramparts, which are competed only 
of earth. It is of a circular form, and confifts of various concentric dikes. On one 
fide of this rifes a final! rill, which running down hill, has formed a deep gully. From 
the fide of the fortrefsis another rampart, which extends parallel to the rill, and then 

reverts, forming an additional poll or retreat. 

It is to be obferved, that thefe pods were cliofen by the Caledonians with great judg¬ 
ment: they fixed on the fummits of a hill commanding a great view, and perfe&ly de¬ 
tached, having to the north the Grampian hills, but on that fide feparated from them 
by the lofty and rugged banks of the Weft*water, which gives them additional fecurity *. 
Pofts of this kind are, as 1 am informed, very common at the foot of the G rampian hills, 
intended as places of retreat for the inhabitants on the invafton of an enemy. There 
is one above Phefdo, in the Merns ; another called Barmkine hill, eight miles weft of 
Aberdeen. I have feen a long chain of fimilar pofts in my own country j they are ge¬ 
nerally fituated on high hills, over-looking the lower,or on lefler hills over-looking plains, 
and feem defigned as afyla for the people of the low and defenceleis countries. 

The literal tranflation of Catter-thun is Camp-town. Thefe pofts are of the fame 
kind with that made by Caraftacus, on the borders of North Wales. Tunc mon- 
tibus arduis, et ft qua dementcr accedi potcrant, in modum valli fa:<a pr&jlruit f. It is 
very probable that the Caledonians occupied thefe hills before the battle of Mons Gram- 
pius, which might have been fought in the plains below, where there was ample room 
for large armies to aft in, and for the armed chariots to perform their careers. In thefe 
rude faftnefles the Caledonians might leave their wives and children, as was the cuftotn 
of the other Britons, and then defeend into the bottoms, to repel the invaders of their 
liberties. It is difficult to fix the fpot; but there are not fewer than three Roman 
camps not remote from this range of hills, which Agricola might have occupied, and 
before one of them drawn out his forces to have received the enemy. Of thefe one is 
at Kiethic, near Brechin; a fecond near Caerboddo, between Forfar and Panmure; and 
a third near Kennymoor, called Battledikes f. In the neighbourhood of one of thefe 
feems to have been the celebrated aftion; after which he led his army to the confines 
of the Horefti §, received hoftages, and ordering his fleet (then in all likelihood lying in 
the Tay) to perforin the voyage round Britain, retired by flow marches into winter 
quarters. 

Defeend, and after travelling three miles reach Brechin, a town confiding of one 
large andhandfome ftreet, and two finaller, feated on the top and fide of a hill, waflied 
by the river South-Elk. At the foot of the town is a long row of houfes, independent 
of it, built on ground held in feu from the family of Nortli-Fik. It is a royal burgh, 
and with four others fends a member to parliament. In refpeft to trade, it has only a 
finall fharein thecoarfer linen manufafture. It lies at no great diftance from the har¬ 
bour of Montrofe; and the tide flows within two miles of the town, to which a canal 
might be made, which perhaps might create a trade, but would be of certain fervice in 
conveying down the com of the country for exportation. 

* For a full account of the nature of thefe polls fee my Tour in Wales. 

Taciti Aniiales,lib. sii. c. 33. t Thefe notices of the camps from Maitland. 

$ Tranflators, milled by the found, imagine thefe to have been mountaineers; but the word is probably 
Celtic, and Ihouid he rendered, as the ingenious Mr. Aikin has done, the people of Fifeihire. 
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Brechin was a rich and ancient biflioprick, founded by David I. about the year 1150: 
at the Reformation its revenues in money and in kind amounted to feven hundred a 
year ; but after that event were reduced to a hundred and fifty, chiefly by the alienation 
of the lands and tythes by Alexander Campbell, the firft proteftaht bilhop, to his chief¬ 
tain the Earl of Argyle, being recommended to the fee by his patron, probably for that 
very end. 

The Cuklces had a convent here: their abbot Leod was witnefs to the grant made 
by King David to his new abbey of Dunifermline. In after-times they gave way to the 
Mathurines, or Red-friars. The ruins of their houfe, according to Maitland, are flill 
to be feen in the Gollege-wynde. 

Here was likewife an hofpital, called Maifon de Dieu> founded in 1256 by William 
de Brechin, for therepofe of the fouls of the Kings William and Alexander ; of John 
Earl of Gbefter, and Hunringdon his brother; of Henry his father j and Juliana his 
mother. Albinus, bifhop of Brechin, in the reign of Alexander III., was vvitnefs to the 
grant. By the walls, which are yet {landing, behind the weft end of the chief ftreet, 
it appears to have been an elegant little building. 

The cathedral is a Gothic pile, fupported by twelve pillars; is in length a hundred 
and fixtv-fix feet, in breadth fixty-one ; part is ruinous, and part ferves as the pari/Ii 
church. The weft end of one of the aifies is entire ; its door is Gothic, and the arch 
confifts of many mouldings; the window of neat tracery ; the fteeple is a handfome 
tower, a hundred and twenty feet high ; the four lower windows in form of long and 
narrow openings : the belfry windows adorned with that fpccies of opening called the 
quatrefoil ; the top battlemented, out of which rifes an hexangular fpire. 

At a fmall diftance from the aifle Hands one of thofe lingular round towers, whofe 
ufe has fo long baffled the conjectures of antiquaries. 

Thefe towers, as far as my reading or enquiries have extended, appear to have been 
peculiar to North Britain and Ireland : in the laft frequent; in the former only two at 
this time exift. That at Brechin ftood originally, as all I have feen do, detached from 
other buildings : it is at prefent joined near the bottom by a low additional aifle to the 
church, which takes in about a fixth of its circumference. From this aifle there is an 
entrance into it of modern date, approachable by a few fteps, for the ufe of the ringers, 
the parilhioners having in time part thought proper to hang their bells in it inflead of 
the fteeple. Two handfeme bells are placed there, which are got at by means of fix 
ladders, placed on wooden femicircular floors, each refting on the circular abutments 
within-fide of the tower. 

The height from the ground to the roof is eighty feet; the inner diameter, within a 
few feet of the bottom, is eight feet; the thicknefs of the wall at that part feven feet two 
inches; fo that the whole diameter is fifteen feet two; the circumference very near 
forty-eight feet; the inner diameter at the top is feven feet eight; the thicknefs of the 
wails four feet fix ; the circumference thirty-eight feet eight inches ; which proportion 
gives the building an inexpreiTible elegance : the top is roofed with an octagonal fpire, 
twenty-three feet high, which makes the whole one hundred and three. In this fpire 
are four windows, placed alternate on the fides, refting on the top of the tower ; near 
the top of the tower are four others, facing the four cardinal points ; near the bottom 
are two arches, one within another, in relief; on the top of the outmoft is a crucifixion; 
between the mouldings of the outmoft and inner are two figures, one of the Virgin Mary, 
the other of St. John, the cup and lamb : on each comer of the bottom of this arch is 
a figure of certain beafts; one, for aught I know, may be the Caledonian bear, and the 
other,with a long fnout, the boar; the ftone-work within the inner arch has a fmall 
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JHf, or peep-hole, but without the appearance of there having been a door within any 
modern period ; yet I imagine there might have been one originally, for the filling up 
confifts of larger ftones than the reft of this curious rotund. The whole is built with 
moft elegant mafonry, which Mr, Gough obferved to be compofed of fixty couides*. 
I am informed bv Mr. Gillies^ of Brechin, that lie has often feen it vibrate in a high 
wind. 

The learned among the antiquaries are greatly divided concerning the ufe of thefe 
buildings, as well as the founders. Some think them Piellfh, probably bceaufe there 
is one at Abernathy, the ancient feat of that nation ; and others call them Danifh, be- 
caufe it was the cuftoni of the Danes to give an alarm f in time of danger from high 
places. But the manner and fimplicity of building in early times of both thefe nations 
was fuch, as to fuperfede that notion ; befides, there are fo many fpecimens left of their 
architecture, as tend at once to difprove any conjecture of that kind : the Hebrides, 
Caithnefs, and Rofs-fhire, exhibits reliques of their buildings totally different. They 
could not be defigned as belfries, as they are placed near the tteeples of churches* infi¬ 
nitely more commodious for that end ; nor places of alarm, as they are often erefted 
in fit nations unfit for that purpofe. I mu ft therefore fall into the opinion of the late 
worthy Peter CoIJinfon |, that they were inchtforia , et arcli induforii ergajlula^ the pri* 
fons of narrow mdofures : that they were ufed for the confinement of penitents, fonie 
perhaps conftrained, others voluntary* Dunchad o Braoin being faid to have retired to 
fuch a prifon, where he died A. D, 987. The penitents were placed in the upper ftory; 
after undergoing their term of probation, they were fuffered to defeend to the next; 
(in all I have feen there are inner abutments for fuch floors) after that they took a fe~ 
cond ftep ; till at length the time of purification being fulfilled, they were releafed and 
received again into the bofom of the church, 

Mr. Coliinfon fays, that they were built in the tenth or eleventh century. The reli¬ 
gious were in thofe early times the belt architects ^ * and religious architecture the beft 
kind. The pious builders either improved themfelves in the art by their pilgrimages* 
or were foreign monks brought over for the purpofe. Ireland being the land of fanc- 
tity, fettria fandorum , the people of that country might be the original inventors of thefe 
towers of mortification. They abound there, and in all probability might be brought 
into Scotland by fonts of thofe holy men who difperfed themfelves to all parts of Chris¬ 
tendom to reform mankind. 

The caftle of Brechin w r as built on an eminence, a little fouth of the town ; but not 
a reliqtte is left. It underwent a long fiege in the year 1303, was gallantly defended 
againlt the Englifh under Edward III,, and notwithftanding all the efforts of that potent 
prince, the brave governor* Sir Thomas Maule, anceftor of the prefent Earl of Panmute* 
held out this fin all fortrefs for twenty days, till he was flain by a ftone call: from an en- 
gine || on Auguft 20th, when the place was inttantly furrendered. Janies Earl of Pan¬ 
mure built, in 17 j r, an excellent houfe on this fpot; but in 1715 engaging in the re¬ 
bellion, had but a fhort enjoyment of it. 

I mu ft not forget to mention the battle of Brechin* fou ght in coofequence of the 
rebellion railed in 1452 on account of the murder of the Earl of Douglas in Stirling 
cattle* The vi&ory fell to the royalitts, under the Earl of Humly, The malcontents 
were headed by the Earl of Gnwford, who retiring to his cattle of Finehaven, in the 

* Ardteol&gla, iu 83. + Louthiana, part ill, if?, $ Archsolcgb, i. 307# 

§ Mr, Walpole's Anted, Painting, 410, i. 114, Mr. Bcntham'g Ely, 

[| Crawford's Peerage, 3S9. Camden's Remains, 301. 
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frenzy of difgrace declared, " he would willingly pafsfeven years In hell to obtain the 
glory which fell to the fhare of ihe rival general *- 

Sept 4. This morning we were honoured with the freedom of the town ; after which ■ 
we continued our journey five miles to Carefton, the feat of Mr. Skene* where we patted 
the day and evening in a moft agreeable manner* 

Sept. *;* After a fhort ride ford the South-Elk, leaving on the right the ruined cattle 
of Fine haven* once the feat of the Lindelays, Earls oi Crawford. A Spanifh chefnut 
of vafi fize was till of late years an ornament to the place: it was of the fpreading kind ; 
the circumference near the ground was forty-two feet eight; of the top* thirty-five nine 
inches; of one of the largeft branches* twenty-three feet* 

Above the cattle is the hill called the cattle hill of Finehavcn, a great eminence or 
ridge* with a vaft and long hollow in the top. Along the edges are vail mattes of (lone* 
ftrongly cemented by a femi-vitrified fubftance, or lava. Tbefe mattes feem of a ton 
weight; they were procured out of the hill, and placed as h defence to the place, it 
having been a BritHh pofh The form of the hill (which ends abrupt at one end, at 
the other is joined by an ifthmus to the neighbouring land), together with the cavity in 
the middle, renders it extremely fit for the purpofe* T he ilihmus is feeured by a deep 
ditch cut tranfverfely. 

This hill Is certainly the effeft of a volcano; at the one end of the hollow are two great 
holes of a funnel fhape, the craters of the place through which the matter had been 
ejefted. One is fixty feet in diameter, and above thirty deep ; and had been much 
deeper, but it was from time to time made more (hallow by the flinging in oi Hones, as 
cattle were fometimes loft in it. 

On both fides of the hill are found in digging great quantities of burnt earth, that 
ferve all the purpofes of tarns, or the famous f uhis putcolams or pivzztilana y fo frequent 
m countries that abound with volcanoes, and fo ufeful for all works that are to lie un¬ 
der water. 

On descending from this hill find ourfelves at Aberlemni* In the church-yard, and 
on the road fide are to be feen fome of the curious carved Hones, fuppofed to have been 
erefted in memory of victories over Danes, and other great events that happened in 
thofe parts* Thefe, like the round towers, are local monuments ; but ftiii more con¬ 
fined, being, as far as I can learn, unknown in Ireland; and indeed limited to the 
caftern fide of North Britain, for I hear of none beyond the firth of Murray, or that of 
Forth. The greatefi is that near Forres, taken notice of in the Tour of 1769 ; and is 
alfo the fartheft north of any. Mr* Gordon deferibes another in the county of Mar, 
near the hill of Benachie ; the next are thefe under confideration. The firH deferibed 
by that ingenious writer f, is that figure which Hands in the church-yard* On one fide 
is the form of a crofs, as is common to moft, and proves them at leaft to have been the 
work of a Chriftian people. 

The next which I faw is on the road, with both fides full of fculpture. On one a 
neat crofs included in a circle ; and beneath two exceedingly rude figures of angels, 
which fome have miftaken for charaftevs. On the other fide are the figures of certain 
inftruments, to me quite unintelligible; beneath are two men founding a trumpet, 
four horfemen, a footman, and feveral animals, feemingly wild horfes purfued by dogs; 
under them is a centaur, and behind them a man holding fome unknown animal J, 
This is the ftone mentioned by Boethius to have been put up in memory of a defeat of 
a party of Danes, belonging to the army of Camus, on this fpot. 44 Quo loco ingens 
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tapis eft ercctus, Huic animantium effigies, nonnullis cum charafteribus arrificiofe, ut 
rum fiebat, quse rem geflam pofteritati annunciarem, font infculptse V’ 

On a tumulus on the road Ode is a third, with various fculptures paft my comprehen- 
fion. This is engraven by Mr, Gordon, tab. iv + , and mentioned by him p. 158. 

Near this is a fourth pillar quite plain, which was probably erefted over the grave 
of feme perfon who was deemed perhaps unworthy the trouble of fculpture. This is 
as artlefs as any of the old Rritifh monuments, which I apprehend thefe carved {tones 
fucceeded. Thefe were, from their exceflive rudenefs, the fir ft efforts of the fculptor, 
imitative of the animal creation ; and his fuccefs is fuch as might be expefted : but in 
the ornaments about the erodes, and the running patterns along the fides of fame, is a 
fancy and elegance that does credit to the artiils of thofe early days, Boethius is wil¬ 
ling that thefe engraven pillars fhould be fuppofed to have been copied from the Egyp¬ 
tians, and that the figures were hieroglyphic, as expreffiveof meaning as thofe found on 
the cafes of mummies, or the fculptured obelilks of Egypt f. The hiftorian's vanity in 
fuppofing his countrymen to have been derived from that ancient nation, is dedicate of 
all authority ; but his conjecture that the figures we fo frequently fee on the columns of 
this country had their fignification, and were the records of an unlettered age, is fo rea- 
fonable as to be readi'y admitted. It was a method equally common to the moft civi¬ 
lized and to the moft barbarous nations; common to the inhabitants of the banks of 
the Nile, and the natives of Mexico j. In the northern hemifphere, monuments of this 
nature feem confined to the trad above mentioned : they cannot be compared, as the 
learned blfhop Nicholfon does, to the Runic ft ones in Denmark and Sweden ; for they 
will be found always attended with Runic inferiprions, by any one who will give himfelf 
the trouble of coniulting the antiquities of thofe nations 

I muft take notice of a new-dileovered (lone of this clafs, found in the ruins of a 
chapel in the den of Auldbar, near Carefton, by Mr. Skene, who was fo obliging as to 
favour me with the drawing of it* On one fide was a crofs; in the upper compartment 
of the other fide were two figures of men, in a fort of cloak, fitting on a chair, perhaps 
religious perfons; beneath them is another, tearing afunder the jaws of a certain beaft; 
near him a fpearand a harp ; below is a perfon on horfeback, a beaft like the mufimon, 
which is fuppofed to have once inhabited Scotland; and lafUy, a pair of animals like 
bullocks, or the hornlefs cattle of the country, going fide by fide. This Hone was about 
feven feet long, and had been fixed in a pedeftal found with it. 

Proceed towards Forfar. About a mile on this fide of the town is a moor, noted 
for a battle between the Pifts and the Scots, in the year $31. The Scots, under Alpin, 
had rather the advantage ; by them therefore might the great cairn near the fpot be 
compofed which to this day is called Pi£ts Cairnley. The bafe was once furrounded 
with a coronet of great upright columns ; but only one remains, which is eleven feet 
high, feven broad, and eighteen feet in girth. 

Forfar, the capital of the county, contains about two thoufand fouls 5 but, fince the 
great sera of the profperity of North Britain, has increafed above half. The manu¬ 
factures of linens in this neighbourhood, from four-pence to feven pence a yard, are 
very confiderable, and bring, as is fiiid, near twenty thoufand a year. 

The cattle Hood on a fmall hill near the town, but at prefent not a fragment is 
left# 

* Boethius, lib. xi. p. 243, . t Boetlitas, lib/ii. p. 20, 

t Con quell of Mexico, fob 73. Purchas's Pilgrim^ iii. 1068. 

$ Womii Mon. Panic, 474. 485. 
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The lake lies, or rather did lie, at a frnall diftance from the cattle, and, according 
to tradition, once furrounded the town; there being in feveral parts, even to this day, 
marks of the rleferted channel: of late years it has been very confiderably reduced by 
draining, to which the vaft quantity of fine marie at the bottom was the temptation. 
This fine manure is found there in ttrata from three to ten feet thick, and very often 
is met with beneath the peat in the moors. The land improved with it yields four 
crops fucceffively, after which it is laid down with barley and clover. The county of 
Angus is fuppcled to be benefited, within the fix laft years, by this pra&ice, by an 
advance of four thoufand a year in the rents. Much of this is owing to an old Tea¬ 
man of this country, Mr. Strachan of Balgayloch, who invented the method of drag¬ 
ging up the marie from the bottom of the waters, in the fame maimer as the ballad is 
for Ihips. 

About a mile north of Forfar, lay the cell or priory of Reftenot, dependent on the 
abbey of Jedburgh. This houfe was placed in a take, and acceflible only by a draw¬ 
bridge ; here, therefore, the monks of Jedburgh depofited their papers and all their 
valuable effects 

Five miles further is the cattle of Glames, a place much celebrated in our hiftory ; 
fir ft for the murder of Malcolm the Second, who fell here by the hands of affaffins, 
in a paffage ftill flievvn to ftrangers. It might at the time be part of the poffeffions of 
the family of the famous Macbeth, who tells us, through the mouth of Shakelpear, 

By- Sind's death I know 1 am Thane of Glames, 

This Slnel befog* as Boethius informs us, father to that tyrant* Probably after his 
death it became forfeited, and added to the property of the crown; for, on the ao 
ceffion of Robert the lid*, it was bellowed (then a royal palace) on his favourite Sir John 
Lyon, propier laudabile et ftdek fervitium. The ancient buildings were of great extent, 
as appears by a drawing from an old print, which the Earl of Strathmore did me the 
honour to prefent to me* The whole confifted of two long courts divided by build¬ 
ing; in each was a fquare tower and gateway beneath, and in the third another tower, 
which conftitutes the prefent houfe, the reft being totally deftroyed* This has received 
many alterations, by the additions of little round turrets, with grotefque roofs ; and by 
a great round tower in one angle, which was built in 1686, by the reftorev of the 
caftle Patrick Lord Glames, in order to contain the curious ftair-eafe, which is fpiral; 
one end of the fteps retting on a light hollow pillar, continued to the upper ftory. 
Befides the fpot of affaffination, is fhewn the feat of poetry and mufic, an ancient fef- 
tivity, where the bards took their place, and firng the heroifm of their patron and his 
anceftors. In early times a chieftain was followed to court by his poets, and his ablett 
muficians: hence it was, that in the hall of a Celtic prince, a hundred bards have ftruck 
tip at once in chorust* And even about a century ago every chieftain kept two bards, 
each of whom had his difciples, infeparable attendants. 

The moft fpacious rooms are, as ufuat in old cattles, placed in the upper ftories, 
and furnifhed with all the tawdry and clumfy magnificence of the middle of the laft 
century. The habitable part is below flairs. In one of the apartments is a good por¬ 
trait of the firft Duke of Ormond, in armour, by Sir Peter Lely; the greateft and moft 
virtuous character of his age. 

His daughter, Countefs of Chefterfield, a celebrated beauty, and the greateft coquet 
of the gay court of Charles II, beloved by the Duke of York, and not lefs by George 

* Keith, 140. f Do ft or Macpherfon, 219. 
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Hamilton. She was negle&ed at firft by her hufband, who, rouzed by the attention of' 
others to his fair fpoufe, became too late enamoured with her charms. At length a 
mutual jealoufy feized the lady and her lover Hamilton; he, in the frenzy of re¬ 
venge, perfuades the Earl to carry her from the fcene of gallantry, to pafs her Chrift- 
masat his feat in Derbyfliire *. She difcovers the treachery of her lover, but contrives 
to inveigle him to vifit her in her retreat, through all the real inconveniences of bad 
roads, dreadful weather, and dark nights, with the additional terrors of"imaginary 
precipices and bogs, which fire had painted in her billet, to add to the mifery of his 
journey. A bad cottage is provided for his concealment; a falfe confidante brings 
him at midnight into a cold paflage, under promife of an interview; he remains there 
till day approaches; the night began with rain and ended with fro ft; he was cafed, 
with ice, perhaps complaining. 

Me tuo longas peramte no££es # 

X-ydia, dormifl. 

He quits his ftation in delpair, retires to his cabin, is terrified with the news of Lord 
Chefterfield being at home, is alarmed with the found of hounds, and the Earl enjoy¬ 
ing the pleafures of the chace; peeps out, and find The country beautiful, and neither 
bog nor precipice; in a word, returns to London the next night, the ridicule of the 
gay monarch and his merry court f. 

I malt not forget another portrait, that more immediately relates to tile boufe of 
Patrick Lord Glames; who, I am informed, wrote his own memoirs, and relates that 
he married the daughter of the Earl of Middleton, Lord Commiffioner in the time of 
Charles II.$ and iuch was the fimplicity of manners at that time, he brought his lady 
home mounted behind him, without any other train than a man on foot by the fide of 
his horfe. 

In the church-yard of Glames is a ftone fimilar to thofe at Aberlemni. This is fup- 
pofed to have been erefted in memory of the aflaffination of King Malcolm, and is called 
his grave-itone. On one front is a crofs, on the upper part is lome wild beaft, and op- 
polite to it a centaur; beneath, in one compartment, is the head of a wolf, thefe ani¬ 
mals denoting the barbarity of the confpirators ; in another compartment are two per- 
fons Ihaking hands, in their other hand is a batrle-ax: perhaps thefe two are repre- 
fented in the act of confederacy. On the oppofite front of the Hone are reprefented 
an eel and another fifh. This alludes to the fate of the murderers, who, as foon as 
they had committed the horrid act, fled. The roads were at that time covered with 
fnow ; they loft the path, and went on to the lake of Forfar, which happened at the 
time to be frozen over, but not fulficiently ftrong to bear their weight, the ice broke, 
and they all perifhed ruiferably. This fad is confirmed by the weapons lately found 
in draining the lake, particularly a battle-ax, of a form like thofe reprefented in the 
fculpture. Several brais pots and pans were found there at the fame time, perhaps 
pari of tiie plunder the aflaflins carried off with them. 

Near Glames are two other Hones, one with the crofs on one front, an angel on one 
fide, and two men with the heads of hogs on the other ; probably fatirically alluding 
to the name of Sueno, or the fwine, a Danifli monarch. Beneath are four animals re- 
fembliag lions; on the oppofite front is a fingle eel. This is in the park of Glames +. 

The other is at the village of Colfens, a mile weft of the caftle, and is called St. 
Orland’s {lone. The crofs takes up one front; on the upper part of the other are 

* lircadhy-hall, near Buiton-upon-Trcnt. f Memoires du Grammont. 

;£ Vide Gordon’!: ltin. 1( 3. 
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certain unknown inftruments ; beneath are horfemen and dogs; under them a fculp- 
ture, which in my drawing reprefents a boat; beneath, that a cow, and another 

animal *. _ / 

I mi iTed feeing Denoon c a file, which I am informed lies two miles to the fonth-weu 
of Glames. According to Mr- Gordon, it is feated on an eminence, environed with 
fteep rocks, and a 1 mo ft inaccefixble- On the north are two or three rows of tcrraffes. 
It is of a femicirtular form,, and encotnpaffed with a 11 upend o us wall of ft one and earth T 
twenty-feven feet high, and thirty thick- The circuit three hundred and thirty-five 
yards. The entrances are on the fouth-eaft, and north-weft. Within the area are 
veftiges of buildings, and there is a tradition that there was a fpring in the middle* 
This appears to me to be the lame kind of faftnefs as that of Catter-thun. 

Sept- 6. Proceed to Belmont, the feat of the honourable Stuart Mackenzie, Lord 
Privy Seal of Scotland, where I found the mod obliging reception. It is feated in the 
parifh of.Mcigle, where I again enter the county of Perth. 

The ground of this parifh is very fertile, and much improved of late by the manure 
of {hell-marl. It yields barley, oats, foine wheat, <and a little rye ; and, in general, 
more grain than the inhabitants, who amount to about twelve hundred, can confume. 
Much flax is raffed, many potatoes . planted, ,and of late artificial grades begin to find 
a place here. Improvements in agriculture, and in making good roads, go on molt 
profperoufly under the aufpiccs of Lord Privy Seal- r lhe only manufacture in the pa- 
rifh is that of coarfe brown linens, which employs about a hundred weavers- But lince a 
great proprietor has thought proper to debar the inhabitants from the ufe. of a large 
peat mofs, it is feared that the manufacturers muft remove (as many have already done) 
for want of that eflential article, fuel. 

Belmont (lands entirely on clafllca! ground ; for on its environs lay the Iaft feene of 
the tragedy of Macbeth. In one place is {hewn his tumulus, called Belly Du ft, or, I 
fhould rather call it, the memorial of his fall; for to tyrants no fuch refpeft was paid, 
and their remains were treated with the utmoft indignity among the northern nations- 
Thus Amlethus, after deftroying the cruel Fengo, denies every honour to his body f- 
And Starcather beautifully deferibes the obfequtes of the wicked : 

Cteforunt corpora currti 
Esciplant famuli, promptttfque cadavera .linStor 
JLfFtrrat , ofRciis merit o caritura fupremis, * 

Et bullfs indigna tegi, Non funeris illis 
fompa rogufve pium tumuli comporiet honorcm: 

Putida Ipargantur cam pis, av antique lercnda 
Morfibus, infefto maculent rus undique ubo f. 

By the final fyllable, I fhould choofe to ftyle it a monument to perpetuate the me* 
>mory of the gallant Macduff. It is a verdant mount, furrounded by two terraffes, 
with a cope at top, now fhaded by broad-leaved laburnums, of great antiquity. The 
battle, which began beneath the caftle of Dunfinane, might have fpread as far as this 
place. Here the great {land might have been made; here Macd uft' might have fum- 
moned the ufurper to yield ; and here I imagine him uttering his laft defiance, 

* Ibid. I had not an opportunity of feeing either of tbefc. Mr. Skene, of Careftou, favoured me with 
a drawing of the laft- Saxo Gram- lib. iv. p* 55* 

f Idem, lib, yu p- \ig r Aviumque Unxnda 

Morfibus- 

5 hakefpcare puts an idea fimilar to this in the mouth of Macbeth : 

our monuments 
Shall be, the maws of kites. 
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I will not yield 

To kifs the ground before young Malcolm's feet j 
And to be baited with the rabble's curfe. 

Though Birnam wood be come to Dunlin ane, 

And thou oppos’d* be of no woman born* 

Yet I will try <he lad. Before my body 
I throw my warlike fhield. Lay on, Macduff! 

And damn’d be he that fir ft cries, 11 Hold I enough [ * ” 

In a field on the other fide of the lioufe is another monument to a hero of that day, 
to the memory of the brave young Seward, who fell, {lain on the fpot by Macbeth. A 
ftupendous ftone marks the place, twelve feet high above ground, and eighteen feet and 
a half in girth in the thickeft place. The quantity below the furface of the earth only 
two feet eight inches; the weight, on accurate computation, amounts to twenty tons ; 
yet, I have been a {hired, that no ftone of this fpecles is to be found within twenty miles. 
But the pains that were beftowed oil thefe grateful remembrances of departed merit, 
may be learned from the filial piety ofHarald, the fim of Gormon, who employed his 
whole army, and a vaft number of oxen, to draw a ftone of prodigious fize from the 
fhore of Jutland, to honour the grave of his mother f. 

Near the great ftone is a final 1 tumulus, called Duff’s-know ; where fome other 
commander is fuppofed to have fallen. But Meigle is rich in antiquities, the church¬ 
yard is replete with others of a more ornamented kind, abounding with hieroglyphic 
columns. Mr. Gordon has engraved all I faw, one excepted; however I venture to 
caufe them to be engraved again from the drawings of my fervant; for, not with hand¬ 
ing I allow Mr. Gordon to poffefs great merit as a writer, yet his fketches are lefs ac¬ 
curate than' I could wife. 

The moft curious is that whereon is feen, in the upper part of one front, 
dogs, and horfemen, and below reprefented four wild beads, refembling lions, de¬ 
vouring a human figure. The country people call all of them Queen Vanora’s grave- 
ftones, and relate that Ihe was the wife of King Arthur ; 1 fuppofe the fame lady that 
we Welfii call Guinever, and Guenhumara ; to whofe chaftity neither hiftorians nor 
bards l do much credit. The traditions of thefe parts are not more favourable to her 
memory. The peafants affert, that, after the defeat of her lover, {he was imprifoned in 
a fort on the hill of Barra, oppofite to this place, and that there Ihe died, and was in¬ 
terred in the parifti of Meigle. Others again fay, that file was torn to pieces by wild 
b^afts, to which this fculpture alludes; if, as Mr. Gordon juftly obferves, the carvings 
ini iht not fomethnes prove the foundation of the tale. 

It is reported that her grave was furrounded by three ftones, in form of a triangle, 
mortifed into one another. Some of them have holes and grooves for that purpofe, 
but are now disjointed, and removed to different places. 

Another ftone, is very curious: on it is engraved a chariot, with the driver 
and two perfons in it; behind is a tnonfter, refembling a hippopotamus, devouring a 
proftrated human figure. On another ftone is the reprefentatian of an elephant, or at 
leaft an animal with a long probolcL. Whence could the artifts of a barbarous age 
acquire their ideas of centaurs, or of animals proper to the torrid zone ? 

Sept. 8. Leave Belmont. Pafs beneath the'famous hill of Dunfinane, on the fouth 
fide of Strathmore, on whofe fuuimit ftood the caftle, the refidence of Macbeth, full in 

* The foundation of all this talc is overthrown lately by the learned and accurate author of the Annals 
bF Scotland ; but out of refpeft to the numberM's fublime pafTa^cs iflias furm'llied the poet with, I fufFer 
ii to rrtain its place here. t Wormii Mon. Dan, 39. 

$ Jeffery of Monmouth, p. 351- Percy’s Rtliques, iii. 4. 
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view of Birnam wood, on the oppofite fide of the plain. No place could be better 
adapted for the feat of a jealous tyrant: the fides are fteep, and of the molt difficult 
afcent, the fummit commanding a view to a great difiance in front and rear. At pre- 
fent there are not any remains of this celebrated fortrefs : its place is now a verdant 
area, of an oval form, fifty-four yards by thirty, and furrounded by two deep ditches. 
On the north is a hollow road, cut through the rock, leading up to the entry, which 
lies on the north-eafl, facing a deep narrow chafin, between this and the next hill. 
The hill has been dug into, but nothing was difcovered, excepting fome very black 
corn, which probably had undergone the operation of Graddan, or burning. This 
place was fortified with great labour, for Macbeth depended on its llrength and natural 
fteepn'efs as a fecure retreat againft every enemy. He fummoned the Thanes from all 
parts of the kingdom to affilt in the work. All came excepting Macduff, which fo en¬ 
raged the tyrant, that he threatened to put the yoke that was on the oxen then labour¬ 
ing up the fteep fide of the hill, on the neck of the difobedient Thane # . 

A little to the eaftward is a hill called the King’s-ftat, where tradition fays, Macbeth 
fat as on a watch-tower, for it commands a more comprehenfive view than Dunfi- 
nane. Here his fcout might be placed, who brought him the fatal news of the march 
of Biraam wood: 

As I did itand my watch upon the hill, 

I look’d toward Birnam, and anon* metkought 
The wood began to move \ 

On the plain beneath thefe hills arefeveral other tuonuments of antiquity* fuch as a 
great flone lying on the ground* ten feet long* called the Long Man's Grave, Here are 
alfo feveral tumuli compofed of earth and itones of a pyramidical form* called here 
Lawes. One of a confiderabie iize, near a gentleman's feat* called Law-town* is fup- 
pofed to have been that from which Macbeth adminiftered juflice to his people. No 
prince ruled with more equity than he did in the beginning of his reign. He was the 
firfl of the Scottifh monarehs that formed a code of laws* which were duly obferved 
during his government, but afterwards were neglefted or forgotten* as Buchanan fays* 
much to the lofs of the kingdom in general* 

Continue our ride weft ward. Pafs through Perth, Reach Dupplin* where we 
continue till next morning. 

Sept. 9* Crofs the 3’iver Earn* at Earmbridge* near the houfe of Moncrief; keep on 
the fouth fide of Strath earn, and breakfait in its eaftern extremity* at the village of 
Abernethy* feared near the junction of the Earn and the Tay* and once the capital 
of the Piftifh kingdom. The origin of thefe people has been greatly litigated : fome 
fuppofe them to have been foreigners imported from Scandinavia f, or out of Saxony; 
but apparently without any foundation. There is no reafon to imagine them to have had 
any other origin than from the Caledonians, the ancient inhabitants of the country. 
They were the unconquered part, who, on the death of Severos, recovered from his 
fons the conquefts of the father, who harafied the Romans and fouthern Britons with 
frequent exeurfions* and who, with their kindred Scots, on the retreat of the Romans, 
forced their confinement, now called Graham's-dike, and with irrdiftible fury extended 
their dominions as far as the banks of the Iiumber, 

Two kingdoms had been eroded; the one ftylcd that of the Pj£ts* the other that 
of the Scots. Each of them were new names: the fir ft that mentions the Riels is 

* Buchanan, lib* vii, c. 11* f Stiilingftect, quoted by Mr* Maepherfon, 79. 

Eumenius 
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Eumenius the pan egy rift, who wrote in 309, and the firft who fpeaks of the Scots is 
Ammianus Marcellinus. _ - 

The words are of Celtic origin: Pi& is derived from Pifteich*, orPictich, a plun¬ 
derer or thief: it was beftowed on them by their fouthern neighbours, who probably 
experienced the cruelty of their excurfions. The Caledonian offspring accepted the 
title, as it conveyed, in their idea, an addition of honour inflead of infamy; for the 
northern nations, from the earlieft antiquity, held robbery to have been honourable; 
nor does that opinion feem to be worn out to this day with fome of the northern 
princes. 

The kingdom of the Pifts was on the eaftern parts of North Britain : that of the Scots 
on the weftern. The laft derived their name from Scottan, a fmall flock f, or from 
Scuite, wanderers The firft perhaps from their making inroads in fmall parties, the 
lad from their acknowledged way of life, running about feeking whom they might de¬ 
vour. As foon as thefe two nations had eftablifted a power, wars, attended with 
various fuccefs, arofe between them: at length the Scots proved victorious; they 
totally fubdued their Pi&ifh neighbours, cut off multitudes, forced numbers to fly 
abroad for fecurity, overturned their kingdom, incorporated the few which were left, 
and made their very name to ceafe. 

That the Romans might alfo give the name of Picti to the Britifli nations from the 
cuftom of painting their bodies with woad and other dyes is inconteftible, not with (land¬ 
ing it is denied by many of the Scottilh authors. They argue from the inconfiftency 
of the Roman writers, fome of whom affert that the Britons went naked, others that 
they were cloathed in (kins, others with garments called Brachm. That any were fo 
wretched as to be deftitute of cloathing in this fevere climate is very improbable : no 
northern nations yet difeovered, were ever found in fuch a ftate of nature. But, fay the 
former, as the Britons were cloathed, why fhould they give themfelves the trouble of 
adorning their bodies with paintings, fince they could neither (hew them through vanity 
to their friends, or as objects of terror to their enemies ? It is difficult to trace the caufe of 
cuftoms in fuch diftant periods ; but we know at prefent, from recent authority, that there 
are two nations, who to this day retain the cuftom of painting their bodies, and forae of 
them the moft concealed parts, which they are as averfe to expofing as any European. 
Both of thefe people are cloathed : thofe of Otaheite have one kind of drefs ; the new 
Zealanders another. In diftant ages they may leave off the cuftom of tattowing 
their fkins ; and the authority of our modern voyages become as difputable as thofe of 
Caffar, Dion Caffius, or Ilerodian, are with fome later writers. But that the painted 
bodies of our anceftors might be capable of (hiking terror into their enemies is very cer¬ 
tain ; for in an aftion they freed § themfelves from the incumbrances of the loofer 
garments, and part at leaft of their bodies painted with wild fancy, was left expofed to 
the view of the aftoniffied foe. 

I could not hear that there were the leaft remains of antiquity at Abernethy that 
could be attributed to its ancient poffeffors. The Pitts have left memorials of their 
feat at Inch-tuthel, and marks of their retreats in time of danger on the fummit of 
many a hill. Above the houfe of Moncrief, on Mordun hill, is a faftnefs, formed by a 
bulwark of (tones, furrounding about two acres of ground, which might have been the 
citadel of Abernethy, the refuge of its inhabitants in time of war, at leaft of its women, 
its children ||, and its cattle, while the warriors kept the field to repel the enemy. 

* Henry’s Hiftory of Britain, i. 193- t DoSor Macplierfon, 108. 

£ Henry’s Hiftory ofBritato, i. 193. $ Mr. James Macpherfoti, ziy. 

j| Coiijngcs ac libcrositv loca tuta transferred. Tacitus Vie, AgricoJ®, c. 27, 
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Here is indeed a round tower like that of Brechin ; but I am more willing to give 
thefe edifices to the Iri£h than the Piets. The Scots have fufiicient remains of antiquity 
to forgive this conceffion: the tower at Abernethy is uncovered ; the height within is 
feventy-two feet; the inner diameter eight feet two; the thicknefs of the wall at top 
two feet feven ; at bottom three feet four ; the circumference near the ground forty- 
ieven. Within is, at prefent, a bell, platforms, and ladders, like that in the capital of 
Angus. 

St. Brigid, a virgin ofCaithnefs, here firft dedicated herfelfto the fervices of heaven, 
not with vows frail as human nature, but with a refolute perfeverance in the duties of 
the monaitic life: and with her nine others adopted the fame courfe *. At this place 
fhe died in 513, and left fuch a reputation for piety, “ that the molt extravagant ho¬ 
nours were paid to her memory. The Hebrides paid her divine honours: to her the 
greateft number of their churches were dedicated : from her they had oracular re- 
J’ponfes ; by the divinity of St. Brigid, was one of their mod folemn oaths : to her they 
devoted the firft day of February, and in the evening of that feftiva! performed many 
J!range ceremonies of a Druidical and molt fuperftitious kind f.” 

Here were preserved her reliques ; here, in honour of her, was founded a collegiate 
church ; and this place was a bifhoprick, the metropolitan of all Scotland, till it was in 
840 tranflated to St. Andrew’s by Kenneth III., after his vi&ory over the Pi£ls J. Be¬ 
fore which it was a populous city, given by Nectanus, king of the Pitts, to God and St. 
Brigid, till the day of judgment §. 

Afcend the Ochil hills, and in lefs than two miles crofs a rivulet, and enter into the 
fhire of Fife; the neareft or moft foutherly part of the Roman Caledonia, the Otholinia 
and the Rofs of the Pias |[. The Forth-ever or Over of the Saxons, and the Fife of 
the prefent time; the laft from Fifus Duffus, a warrior of the country. 

Near the junttion of Fife and Strathern, not far from the fpot I paffed, is Mugdru'm 
crofs, an upright pillar, with fculptures on each fide, much defaced; but ftill may be 
traced figures of horfemen, and beneath them certain animals. Near this place flood 
the ciofs of the famous Macduff, Thane of Fife, of which nothing but the pedeftat 
has been left for above a century paft. On it were inferibed certain Macaronic verfes, 
a ftrange jargon, preferved both by Sibbald ^ and Gordon **. Mr. Cunningham, who 
wrote an efiay on the crofs, tranflates the lines into a grant of Malcolm Canmore, to 
the Earl of lute* offeveral emoluments and privileges * among others, he allows it to be 
a fanttuary to any of Macduff’s kindred, within the ninth degree, who fltall be acquitted 
of any manslaughter, on flying to this crofs, and paying nine cows and a heifer ft* 

Defcend the Ochil hills, and arrive in a pretty valley, called the ftrath of Eden, 
bounded on the fouth by the Lomond hills, and watered by the river Eden. Go 
through a final! town, and after croffing the vale, reach 

Falkland; another finall town, made a royal burgh by James II. in 1458. Here 
flood one of the feats gof the Macduff's, Earls of Fife. On the attainder of Mur do 
Stuart, feventeenth Earl, it became forfeited to the crown in 1424. James V. who 
grew very fond of the place, enlarged and improved it. The remains evince its former 
magnificence and elegance, and the fine tafte of the princely architect. The gateway is 
placed between two fine round towers; on the right hand joins the chapel, whofe roof is 
of wood, handfomely gilt and painted, but in a moft ruinous condition. Beneath are 


* 3 ?' ft ; Ch - ScotIan <b 11, >2. Boethius, lib. x. p. 18,. 

f Doctor Maepherfon, 239 } Keith’s Eifhops 2. § Camden, 12*8. Edit 1-722 

« Boethms.ldx .v.p.6,. Sibbald, Fife, $ Sibbald, Fife, 92, J ’ 3 ’ 7 * 

* Gordon, 164. +f Camden, 1236. J ’ 
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fevcral apartments. The front next to the court was beautifully adorned with ftatues, 
heads in bas-relief, and elegant columns, not reducible to any order, but of fine pro¬ 
portion, with capitals approaching the Ionic fcrol. Beneath fome of thefe pillars was 
infcribed. I. R. M. G. 1537, or Jacobus Rex. Maria de Guife. 

This place was alfo a favourite refulence of James VI. on account of the fine park, 
and plenty of deer. The eaft fide was accidentally burnt in the time of Charles II. and 
the park ruined during Cromwell’s ufurpation, when the fine oaks were cut down in 
order to build the fort at Perth. 

In the old cattle was cruelly ftarved, by the villany of his uncle the Duke of Alhanv, 
David Duke of Rothefav, foil "to Robert III. For a time his life was prolonged by the 
charity of two women j- the one fupplying him with oaten cases, conveyed to him 
through the prifon grates : the other, a wet mirfe, with milk, conveyed by means of a 
pipe. ° Both were detected, and both molt barbarotrfly put to death *. The death of 
this Prince occafioned a parliamentary enquiry. The murderers were acquitted; and 
pardoned : certainly the innocent would never have required fuch fecurity f. 

Near the prefent palace are feveral houfes, marks of the munificence of James V!. 
who built and beftowed them on his attendants, who acknowledge his bounty by grate¬ 
ful inferiptions on the walls, moftly in this ftyle : 

“ Al praife to God and thankis to the moft excellent monarch© of Great Eritane of 
whofe princelie liberalitie this is my portioune. Nicol Moncrief. 1610.” 

Continue our journey along the plain, which is partly arable, partly a heath of un¬ 
common flatnefs, darkened with prodigious plantations of Scotch pines. In the 
midft is Melvil, the feat of the Earl of Leven and Melvil; a fine houfe, with nine win¬ 
dows in front, defigned by the famous Sir William Bruce, and executed by Mr. James 
Smith, and built in 1692. 

The noble owner is defeended, by the female line, from Alexander Lefly, firfl of the 
title; a gallant and moft trutted officer, under the great Guftavus Adolphus. To him 
he gave the defence ofStralfund, when befieged by the IinperiaMs, whofe commander, 
the impious or the frantic Walftein, hvore he would take the place though it hung in 
the air from heaven by a chain of adamant J : but Lelly difapointed his rodomontade. 
Oil his return to Scotland he headed the covenanting army, during part of the civil 
wars, and contributed greatly to the viflory of Marfton-moor, in 1644. Alter the death 
of Charles I. he favoured the loyal party, was imprifoned, and fullered fequelrration ; 
fo little did the parliament refpe£t his former fervices. A neat miniature of him is pre¬ 
ferred here, and a fine medal given him by Guftavus, for his brave defence of Stralfund. 

Guftavus hintfelf, at full length, in a fliort buff coat. This portrait is an original-, 
brought out of Germany by the General. 

George, Earl of Melvil, Lord High Commiffioner in 1690, a poll he received as a 
reward for liis fufferings in 1683, when he had the honour of being accufed of corre- 
fponding with the virtuous Lord Ruffel; was obliged to fly into Holland, and, on re- 
fufing to appear on being cited, fullered, till the revolution, the forfeiture of his eftate. 

David, Earl of Leven, commander of the forces in North-Britain, from 1706 to 
1710, a fine half-length, in armour, looking over his Ihoulder. By Sir John de 
Medina. 

In the garden is a fquare tower, one of the fummer retreats of cardinal Beaton ; and 
near it is Cardan’s well, named from the celebrated phylician, who in 1552, was fent 

* Vide Sir David Dalrymplq’s remarks on Hill. Scotland, j-78. * 

•J- Buchanan, lib, x. c. 10. $ Hart’s t tieof (juftavus, i. 39.. 
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for from Milan, to Hamilton, archbifliop of St. Andrew’s, who was here ill of an afthma. 
Cardan effected his core but to preferve him for a molt ignominious fate, which the phy- 
fieran, by calling the nativity of his patient, foretold. The prelate was afterwards hang¬ 
ed on a live tree at Stirling, and the following cruel farcafm compofed on the occafion; 

Vite diu, fellx arbor, femperque vircto 
Frondibus, ut iigjbb Ulia ponu /eras. 

September 10. J.eave Melvih The country is well improved, inclofed, and fenced 
with quickfet hedges. Pafs by Dairfie church, and caftellated houfe- The church is 
ancient, but of elegant architecture ; the tower polygonal, terminating in a fpire. It is 
built at the edge of an eminence, over the river Eden, which wafties a beautiful bottom. 
The view from it of the bridge, the church, and houfe, are uncommonly pleafing* 
The e(late of Dairfie was once the property of the fee of St, Andrew’s, but in 1550 was 
feued out to Lament of Darfie, to be held by duty paid to this day. It was afterwards 
fold to archbilhop Spotfwood- 

After palling over a barren moor, have a mo ft ex ten five view. Beneath on the north 
is the Eden, difeharging itfelf into a final! bay under Gair-bridge, confiding of fix 
arches, built by Henry Wardlaw, bifhop of St. Andrew’s, who died in 1440 : beyond 
is the eftuary of the Tay, great part of the county of Angus, terminating with the Red¬ 
head, which, with Fifenefs in this county, forms the great bay of St* Andrew^s* Full in 
front, at the bottom of a long defeent, appears the city, placed at the extremity of a 
plain at the water’s edge* Its numerous towers and fpires gives it an air of vaft magni¬ 
ficence, and ferve to raife the expectation of ft rangers to the higheft pitch* On entering 
the weft port, a well-built ftreet, ftrait, and of a vaft length and breadth, appears ; but 
fo grafs grown, and fuch a dreary folitude lay before us, that it formed the perfect idea 
of having been laid wafte by the peflilence. 

On a farther advance, the towers and fpires, which at a diftance afforded fuch an 
appearance of grandeur, on the near view (hewed themfelves tube the aweful remains 
of the magnificent, the pious works of paft generations* A foreigner, ignorant of the 
hiftory of this country, would naturally inquire, what calamity has this city undergone ? 
has it fuftered a bombardment from feme barbarous enemy ? or has it not, like Lifbon, felt 
the more inevitable fury of a convulfive earthquake ? but how great is the horror on re- 
flecling, that this deftruftion was owing to the more barbarous zeal of a minifter, who, 
by his difeourfes, fir It enflamed, and then permitted a furious crowd to overthrow edi¬ 
fices, dedicated to that very Being he pretended to honour by their ruin. The cathe¬ 
dral was the labour of a hundred and fixty years, a building that did honour to the coun¬ 
try : yet in June 1559, John Knox effe&ed its demolition in a fingle day. 

If we may credit legend, St* Andrew’s owes its origin to a lingular accident- St, 
Regulus, or St, Rule, as he is often called, a Greek of Achaia, was warned by a vifion 
to leave his native country, and vifit Albion, an ifie placed in the remoteft part of the 
world j and to take with him the arm-bone, three fingers, and three toes of St* Andrew- 
He obeyed, and fetting fail with his companions, after being grievoufiy tempeft-toft, 
was in 370 at length flfip-wrecked on the coafts of Otholinia, in the territory of Her- 
guftus. King of the Fifts. His majefty no fooner heard of the arrival of the pious 
ftrangers, and their precious reliques, than he gave orders for their reception, prefented 
the faint with his own palace, and built it near the church, which to this day bears the 
name of Regulus- 

The place was then ftyled*Mucrofs; or, the land of boars : all round was foreft, and 
the lands bellowed on the faint were called Ifyrehid* The boars equalled in fize the 

12 ^ryman- 
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Erymanthian; as a proof, two talks were chained to the altar of St. Andrew, each fix- 
teen inches long, and four thick. But Regains changed the name to that of Kilry- 
mont: here he eftablilhed the firft chriftiati priefts of this country, the Culdees j a word 
which fome derive from cultores Dei, or worfhippers of God; others with more jd-ice, 
from Keledei, or dwellers in cells. Thefe had the power of chafing their own bilhop, 
or overfeer, profeffed for a long time a monailic life, and a pure and uncorrupt religion, 
and withftood the power of the popes. But David I. fiding with his holinefs in a de¬ 
pute between the Culdees and the prior and canons of St. Andrew’s, about the right of 
chufing a hilltop, would have engaged the lornier to admit the laft to partake oi the 
powers of eledion ; but on their refufal entirely diverted them of their right. From 
that time their authority ceafed, and probably their order, notwithrtanding they are 
mentioned again in 1298, as oppofing the election of Lamberton, and even appealing 
to the pope ; a fign that the original doctrine of the Culdees was loft,' and that thefe 
were only fecular priefts, who founded their pretenfions to vote on the ancient ufage 
of their predeceflors. The prior and canons after this retained the right of election. 

This church was fupreme in the kingdom of the Pifls, XJngus having granted to 
God and St. Andrew that it Ibould be the head and mother of all the churches in his 
dominions *. This was the prince who firft directed that the crofs of St. Andrew fhould 
become the badge of the country. In 518, after the conqueft of the Piets, he removed 
the epifcopal fee to St. Andrew’s, and the bilhop was ftyled Maximus Scoiorum Epi/copus . 
In 1441 it was erefted into an archbilhoprick, by Sextus IV., at the interceffion ol 
James III. In 1606 the priory was fuppreffed, and the power of election, in 1617, trans¬ 
ferred to eight bilhops, the principal of St. Leonard’s college, the archdeacon, the vicars 
of St. Andrew’s, Leuchars, and Coupar. 

The cathedral was founded in 1161 by bilhop Arnold, but many years elapfed till it 
attained its full magnificence, it not being completed before 1318. Its length, from 
eaft to weft, was three hundred and feventy feet; of the tranlept, three hundred and 
twenty-two. Of this fuperb pile nothing remains but part of the eaft and weft ends, 
and of the fouth fide ; with fuch fuccefs and expedition did facrilege effe& its ruin. 

Near the eaft end is the chapel of St. Regulus, a lingular edifice. The tower is a 
lofty equilateral quadrangle, of twenty feet each fide, and a hundred and three high. 
The body of the chapel remains, but the two fide-chapels are ruined. The arches of 
the windows and doors are round, fome even form more than femi-circles; a proof of 
the antiquity : but I cannot admit Herguftus, to whom it is attributed, to have been the 
founder. 

The priory was founded by Alexander I. in 1122, and the monks (canons regular 
of St. Auguftine) were brought from Scone in 1140, by Robert bilhop of this fee. By 
a£t of parliament, in the time of James I., the prior had precedence of all abbots and 
priors, and on the days of feftival wore a mitre, and all epifcopal ornaments f. De¬ 
pendent on this priory were thofe of I.ochleven, Portmoak, Monimulk, the ille ol May, 
and Pittenween, each originally a feat of the Culdees. 

The revenues of the houfe were vaft, viz. In money, 2237b as. io|d. 38 chaldrons, 

1 boll, 3 firlots of wheat ; 13a ch. 7 bolls of bear ; j 14 ch. 3 bolls, peck of meal ; 
151 ch. 10 bolls, 1 firlot, i peck and a half of oats ; 3 ch. 7 bolls of peas and beans ; 
480 acres of land alfc belonged to it. 

Nothing remains of the priory except the walls of the precinft, which Ihew its vaft 
extent- In one part is a molt artlefs gateway, formed only of feven ftones. This inclo- 
fure begins near the cathedral, and extends to the Ihore. 

The . 


* Camden, 1233. 
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The other re'ig'ous houfes were, one of Dominicans, founded in 1274 by bi/hop 
Wifliart; another of Obfervantines, founded by bifhop Kennedy, and finiflied by his 
ficceffor, Patrick. Graham, in 1478; and, according to fome, the Carmelites had a 
fourth. 

Immediately above the harbour flood the collegiate church of Kirk-heugh, originally 
founded by Conftantine HI., who, retiring from the world, became here a Culdee. 
From its having been firft built on a rock, it was ftyled Prapofihira fanfta Maria 
dc rape. 

On the eaft fide of the city are the poor remains of the caftle, on a rock overlooking 
the fea. This fortrefs was founded, in 1401, by bifliop Trail, who was buried near the 
high altar of the cathedral, with this Angular epitaph : 

Hie fuit ecclefiie direct a column a, feneftra 
Lucida, Thuribulum redulcns, campana fonora. 

The entrance of the caftle is ftill to be feen j and the window is Ihewn out of which 
it is pretended that cardinal Beaton leaned to glut his eyes with the cruel martyrdom 
of George Wifhart, who was burnt on a fpot beneath. This is one of tftofe relations 
whofe verity we fliould doubt, and heartily wilh there was no truth in it * ■ and on 
enquiry, we may confole ourfelves that this is founded on puritanical bigotry, and in* 
vented out of hatred to a perfecutor fufficiently detefiable on other accounts. 5 Beaton 
was the dire&or of the pcrfecution, and the caufe of the death of that pious man • and 
in this caftle, in May 1546, he met with the reward of his cruelty. The patience of a 
fierce age, as the able Dr. Robertfon obferves, was worn out by this nefarious deed". 
Private revenge, inflamed and fan&ified by a falfe zeal for religion, quickly found a fit 
inftrument in Norman Lefly, eldeft fon of the Earl of Rothes. The attempt was as 
bold as it was fuccefsful. The cardinal at that time, perhaps inftigated by his fears 
was adding new ftrength to the caftle, and, in the opinion of the age, rendering it 
impregnable. Sixteen perfons undertook to furprize it: they entered the gates 
which were left open by the workmen, early in the morning, turned out his retinue 
without confufion, and forced open the door of the cardinal’s apartment which 
ne had barneadoed on the firft alarm. The confpirators found him feared in his chair 
they transfixed him with their fwords, and he expired, crying, « I am a prieft 1 fie < fie ] 
all is gone!” He merited his death, but the manner was indefenfible, as is candidly 
admitted by his enemy, the hiftorian and poet. Sir David Lindfay : 

As for tills card lira?, I grant. 

He was a man we might well want j 
God will forgive it fa oft. 

But of a truth the fooih to fay, 

A It ho’ the loon be well away. 

The £ati was foully done* 


The confpirators were inftantly befieged in the caftle by the regent, Earl of Arran- 
and notvvithftandipg they had acquired no greater ftrength than a hundred and fifty 
m* , refiftco all his efforts ior five months: at length they Surrendered, on the reseat 

for,hem ^ — pWK 

I lhall ftep (rather out of courfe) to the church of St. Nicholas, remarkable for the 
monument of a prelate, whofe life and death bears, in fome refpcGs, a great fimilitude 


* Brown's Vulgar Errors. 
IO 
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to that of the cruel Beaton. Arehbifhop Sharp was originally bred a rigid prefbyterian, 
had the full confidence of the party, and was ent rolled with their interefts at the time 
of the Reftoradon* Tempted by the fplendour of the preferments of our church, he 
apoflati^ed from his own, received in reward the archbifhoprick of St. Andrew’s, and, 
as is commonly the cafe with converts, became a violent perfecutor of his deferted 
brethren. His career was flopped in 1679, Nine enthufiafls, fome of them men of for¬ 
tune, inftigated by no private revenge, bound themfelves by vow to fa orifice him to the 
fuffermgs of thdr fe£b They had enquired the Lord’s mindanent, i. e. concerning the 
murder, and the word bore in upon them, u Go and profperV* On the third of 
May they met him in his coach on Magus-moor, four miles from the city, accompanied 
by his daughter. As foon as he faw himfeif purfued, he gave up all hopes of life, was 
taken out of his carriage, and, amid ft the cries and entreaties of the lady, mo ft cruelly 
and butcherly murdered. He died with the intrepidity of a hero, and the piety of a 
chriflian, praying for the aflaflins with his lateft breath ! The murderers all retired to 
feparate prayer; and one of them, William Daniel, after prayer, told them all that 
the Lord had laid unto him, £C Well done, good and faithful fenrantsf 

The monument is very magnificent: in the lower part is reprefented the manner of 
his death ; in the middle the prelate is placed kneeling, the mitre and crofter falling 
from him ; an angel is fubftiluting, inftead of the firft, a crown of glory, with the alt li¬ 
ft ve words, pro mitra \ and above is the bas relief of a falling church, jfupported by the 
figure of the arehbifliop. This piece of flattery is attended with as flattering an epitaph : 
the difputable parts of his life are fully related ; his undoubted charity and deeds of 
alms omitted. 

In the church of St, Salvator is a mod beautiful tomb of biihop Kennedy, w r ho died-, 
an honour to his family, in 1466, The Gothic work is uncommonly elegant. Within 
the tomb were difeovered fix magnificent maces, which had been concealed here in 
troublefome times. One was given to each of the other three Scotch univerfities, and 
three are preferred here. In the top is reprefented our Saviour; around are angels, 
with the infir uments of the paflion. 

With thefeare fhewn fame filver arrows, with large ftiver plates affixed to them, on 
which are inferibed the arms and names of the noble youth, victors in the annual com¬ 
petitions in the generous art of archery, which were dropt but a few years ago; and 
goif is now the reigning game. That fport and football were formerly prohibited, as 
ufetefs and unprofitable to the public; and at all weapon fchawings, or reviews of the 
people, it was ordered that Cs * fute-bal and golfe be utterly cryed down, and that bow- 
niarkes be maid at ilk parifh kirk, a pair of buttes and fchutting be ufed. And that ilk 
men fchutte fex flholles at leaft, under the paine to be raiped upon them that cum mis 
not, at leaft twa pennyes to be given to them that cummis to the bow-niarkes ta 
drinke J.” 

The town of St. Andrew’s was erefted into a royal borough by David L, in the year 
1140, and their privileges were afterwards confirmed. The charter of Malcolm IV. 
is preferved in the tolbooth, and appears written on a bit of parchment; but the con¬ 
tents equally valid with what at this time would require whole fkins, hi this place is to 
be feen the monflrous ax that, in 1646, took off the heads of Sir Robert Spotfwood 
and other diftinguilhed loyalifts, for the wretched preachers had declared that God re¬ 
quired their blood. Here are kept the filver keys of the city, which, for form fake, are 

# Remarks on the Hillary of Scotland, by Sir David Dalrymple, 26$. f Ibid. 

f Skene's Scotufti Ad? of Pari James II. c, 65, 
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delivered to the King Ihould he vifit the place, or to a victorious enemy, in token of 
fufcmiffion. It underwent a liege in 1337, at which time it was poffefled by the Englilh 
and other partizans of Baliol ; but the loyalids, under the Earls of March and Fife, 
made themfelves mailers of it in three weeks, by the help of their battering machines. 
It furrendered on terms of fecurity to the inhabitants as to life, limbs, and forume. 

The city is greatly reduced in the number of inhabitants ; at prefent it fcarcely ex¬ 
ceeds two thoufand. There is no certainty of the fum when it was the feat of the pri¬ 
mate, and in the fulnefs of its glory. All we know is, that during the period of its 
fplendour there were between fixty and feventy bakers; but at this time nine or ten are 
fuflicient for the place. The circuit of this city is a mile, and contains three principal 
ftreets. The trade of St. Andrew’s was alfo once very confiderable. I am informed 
that, during the time of Cromwell’s ufurpation, fixty or feventy veffels belonged to the 
port; at prefent only one of any fize. The harbour is artificial, guarded by piers, 
with a narrow entrance to give fhelter to veffels from the violence of a moil heavy lea. 
The manufactures this city might in former times poffefs are now reduced to one, that 
of golf-balls, which, trifling as it may feem, maintains feveral people. The trade is 
commonly fatal to the artids, for the balls are made by Huffing a great quantity of feathers 
into a leathern cafe, by help of an iron rod, with a wooden handle, prefled againft the 
bread, which fcldom fails to bring on a confumption. 

The celebrated univerfity of this city was founded in 1411 by bilhop Wardlaw, and 
the next year he obtained from Benedict III. the bull of confirmation. It confided once 
of three colleges: St. Salvator’s, founded in 1458 by bilhop Kennedy. This is a hand- 
fome building, with a court or quadrangle within: on one fide is the church, on another 
the library j the third contains apartments for dudents j the fourth is unfinilhed. 

St. Leonard’s college was founded by prior Hepburn in 1512. This is now united 
With the lad, and the buildings fold, and converted into private houfes. 

The new, or St. Mary’s college, was edablidied by archbilhop Hamilton in 1553; 
but the houfe was built by James and David Bethune, or Beaton, who did not live to 
complete it. This is faid to have been the fire of a /chela illvfiris long before the efta- 
blifhment even of the univerfity. where feveral eminent clergymen taught, gratis, the 
Sciences and languages. But it was called the new college, becaufe of its late ereftion 
into a divinity college by the archbilhop. 

The univerfity is governed by a chancellor, an office originally defigned to be perpe¬ 
tually veiled in the arehhiihops of St. Andrew’s; but lince the Reformation, he is 
defied by the two principals, and the profeffors of both the colleges. 

The pre'ent chancellor is the Earl of Kinnoull, who, with his chara&eridic zeal for 
promoting all good works, has edablilhed here premiums, to be didributed among the 
duder.ts, who make the bed figure in the annual exerctfes. The efleCl is already very 
apparent, in exciting the ambition of a generous youth to receive thefe marks of dif- 
tinClion that will honour their lated days. 

The reftor is the next great officer, to whofe care is committed the privileges, difei- 
pline, and datutesof the univerfity. The colleges have their reClors, and profeffors of 
different fciences, who are indefatigable in their attention to the indruCtion of the ftu- 
dents, and to that effential article their morals, 'i his place poffeffes feveral very great 
advantages refpefting the education of youth. The air is pure and falubrious; the 
place for exercife dry and extenfive; the exercifes themfelves healthy and innocent. 
The univerfity is fixed in a peninfulated country, remote from all commerce with the 
world, the haunt of diflrpation. From the fmallnefs of the fociety every dudent’s 
character is perfectly known. No little irregularity can be committed, but it is 

14 indantly 
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inftantly difcovered and checked : vice cannot attain a head in the place, for the incor¬ 
rigible are never permitted to remain the corruptors of the reft. 

The ftudents may be boarded in the colleges, or in private houfes, or in thole oi the 
profeffors. The price at the colleges is only eight pounds for the felhons, which lalti. 
feven months. The diet is very good, and a mailer always prefides at the table. 

The price at the profeffors, or at private houl'es, is from ten to twenty-five pounds a 
quarter. I obferved at one of the profeffor’s, young gentlemen from Bath, from Bour- 
deaux, and from Bern ; a proof of the extenfive reputation of the univerfity, not wit li¬ 
ft anding the fludents are far from numerous: there are at prefeitt little more than a 
hundred, who during feffions wear red gowns without ileeves. 

Sept. 12. Leave St. Andrew’s; afcend a hill, and find the country on the heights very 
uncultivated, and full of moors. Here fir ft meet with collieries on this fide of North 
Britain, Defcend into a trad rich in corn, and enjoy a molt extenfive and beautiful 
view of the firth of Forth, the Bodotria of Tacitus. The Bafs ifland, with the fhores of 
Lothian, extending beyond Edinburgh, bound the fouthern prolpe£t- ^ !o the left, a 
few miles from the coaft of Fife, appears the ifle of May, about a mile in length, inac- 
ceffible on the weftern fide, on the eaftern is fafe riding for (hips in wefterly florins. 
This ifle in old times was the property of the monks of Reading, in Yorklhire ; and in 
it David I. founded a cell, dedicated to all the faints, who were afterwards fuperfeded 
by Adrian, a holy man, murdered by the Danes in Fife, and buried here. By his inter- 
ceflion the barren had the curfe of fterility removed from them; and great was the 
refort hither of female pilgrims. 

It was afterwards annexed to the priory of St. Andrew’s, having beenpurchafed by 
bilhop Lamberton for that purpofe, from the religious of Reading, in defiance of all the 
remon fiances of that tremendous monarch, the conqueror of Scotland. In later times a 
light-houfe has been erected on it. 

Reach the fliore of the fine bay of Largo ; pafs by the lands of the fame name, be¬ 
llowed in 1482 by James III. on that gallant feaman, his faithful fervant, Sir Andrew- 
Wood, in order to keep his fliip in trim. With two fhips he attacked and took five 
Englifli men of war, that infelled the firth; and foon after had equal fuceefs againft 
another fquadron, fent out by Henry VII. to revenge the difgrace *. The Scots, during 
the reigns of James III. and IV., were ftrong rivals to England in maritime affairs. 

Continue my ride along the curvatureof this beautiful bay, and meet with the cheer¬ 
ful and frequent fucceflion of towns, chateaux, and of well-managed farms. The country 
is populous : the trade is coal and fait; the laft made from the fea water.. The coal 
is exported chiefly to Canipvere and Rotterdam, and generally oats are brought back 

in return. , „ . , 

Go through the village of Lundie. In a field not far diftant are three valt upright 
ftones; the largeft is fixteen feet high, and its folid contents two hundred and feventy. 
There are fragments or veftiges of three others ; but their fituation is fuch as baffles 
any attempt to guefs at the form of their original diipofition when the whole was 
entire. Near this place the Danes met with a confiderable defeat from the Scots, under 
the condud of Macbeth and Banquo: it is therefore probable that thefe ftones are 
monuments of the viaory. Mr. Dougal, of Kirkaldie, who was fo obliging as to fa¬ 
vour me with their admeafurement, gave himfelf the trouble of caufing the earth about 
them to be examined, and found, on digging about four feet deep, fragments of human 
bones. 


• Staggering State, See, 147, 
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Breakfaft at the town of Levin, on the water of the fame name, running from Loch- 
leven, near Kinrofs. The mouth forms a harbour, where at high water veitels of a 
hundred tons may enter. Somewhat farther are the piers of Methel, built in the laft 
century by David Earl of Wemys, Go through the villages of Buckhaven, Wemys, 
and Eafter-Wemys; all in the beginning of the laft century carrying on a confiderable 
fifhery. On an eminence impending over the fea is the houfe of Wemys, the feat of 
the ancient family of that name, defcended from the old Earls of Fife. The place de¬ 
rives its title from the various caverns in the cliffs beneath. I forgot to mention, that 
on the fhores near St. Andrew’s, and on different parts of this coaft, is found that beau¬ 
tiful plant, the pcdmonaria maritime or fea buglofs, one of the moft elegant in our ifland. 
It is frequent alio among the Hebrides; and immediately attracts the eye by its fine 
glaucous colour, and by the fine red and, blue flowers which enliven the dreary beach. 

Pafs through a trafl of collieries, and obferve multitudes of circular holes, furrounded 
with a mound, and filled with water. Thefe coal-heughs, or pits, were once the fpi- 
racles or vent-holes in inexperienced days of mining. Many of the beds have been on 
fire for above two centuries ; and there have been formerly inftances of eruptions of 
fmoke apparent in the day, of fire in the night. The violence of the conflagration has 
ceafed, but it flill continues in a certain degree, as is evident in' time of fnow, which 
melts in ftreams on the iurface wherever there are any fi{lures. George Agricola, the 
great metallurgift, takes notice of the phenomenon at this place *. 

Buchanan, from this circumftance, fixed on the neighbourhood of Dyfart for the 
feene of exorcifm in his Francifcanus, and gives an admirable delcriptive view of it un¬ 
der the horror of an eruption: 

Campus crat lat h incultus, non floribug hortt 
A trident, non meffe agri, non frorulftnis arbos t 
V ix ft evil is fleck veftitur arena myricia : 

Et pecorum rara in foils veftigia terns : 

Vkini Deferta voeant, Ibi faxes fnbtcr 
Antra tegunt nigras vulcania lemma cautes; 

Sulphtireis paftim concepts incerniia venis* 

Fumifsram volvunt nebulam, pieceque vapore 
Semper anhelat humus; cfscifque in cl uTa^caverm's 
I* lanima furctaSj dum latftando penetrate fob aura® 

Conafur, talk paflim fpiracuk campis 
Ftnait, et mgenti tellurem pandit hiatu ; 

Teter odor, triftifque habitus faciefque loco rum. 

A little beyond this once tremendous place is the town of Dyfart, a royal burgh 
large, and full of people. Leave on the left the caftle of Ravenfheugh, fcated on a cliff! 
Pafs by Path-head, a place of check-weavers and nailers: a modern creation, for within 
thefe fixty years, from being fcarcely inhabited, about four hundred families have been 
collected, by the encouragement of feuing. Adjoining is Kirkaldie, a Ion<* town, con¬ 
taining fixteen hundred inhabitants: this is another royal burgh, where ^experienced 
the hofpicality and care of Mr. Ofwald, its reprefentative, during a fliort illnefs that over¬ 
took me here. 

This, like moft other maritime towns of Fife, depends on the coal and fait trade. The 
country is very populous, but far lefs than it was before the middle of the laft century 
when the fifheries were at their height. During winter it pofleffed a vaft herrinfr-fifherv • 
in fpnng a moft profitable one of white fifh. One fatal check to population was the 
victories of Montrofe. The natives of this coaft were violently feized with the religious 

* Cc Natura lulliliura, p. 597, Agricola died Ja 1555. 
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furor of the times, and took up the caufe of-the covenant with mod diftinguiflied zeal. 
Inftigated by their preachers, they crowded under the banners of the godly, and five 
thoufand fell viftims to enthufiaftic delufion at the battle of Tippir-moor. 

Of late years many of the inhabitants have removed to the fouth-weftern parts of 
this kingdom ; yet [till fuch numbers remain, that more provifions are confumed than 
even this fertile country can fupply. There is one clafs of men on this coaft, and 1 
believe in mod of the coal countries of North Britain, from whom all power of migrat¬ 
ing is taken, be their inclinations for it ever fo drong. In this very ifiand is, at this day, 
to be found a remnant of flaverv paralleled only in Poland and Rullia; thoufands of our 
fellow-fubjeds are at this time the property of their landlords, appurtenances to their 
edates, ami transferable with them to any purchafers. Multitudes of colliers and falters 
are in this fituation, who are bound to the fpot for their lives; and even drangers who 
come to fettle there are bound by the fame cruel cuflom, uni efs they previoufly dipiilate 
to the contrary. Should the poor people remove to another place on a temporary cef- 
fationof the works, they are liable to be recalled at will, and condrained to return on 
fevere penalties *. This, originally founded on vaffalage, might have been continued to 
check the wandering fpirit of the nation, and to preferve a body of people together, of 
whofelofs the whole public might otherwife feel the mod fatal effects. 

During my day at Kirkaldie I lent my fervant, Mofes Griffith, to Doctan, about four 
miles didant, where he drew the column mod erroneoufly figured by Sir Robert Sib- 
bald f. It is at prefent much defaced by time, but dill are to be difcerned two rude 
figures of men on horfeback; and on the other fides may be traced a running pattern 
of ornament. The done is between fix and feven feet high, and mortifed at the bottom 
into another. This is faid to have been erefted in memory of a victory, near the Leven, 
over the Danes in 874, under their leaders Hungar and Hubba, by the Scots, com¬ 
manded by their prince, Condantine II. 

Sept. 1 5. Continue my journey. After proceeding about a mile, pafs by the*Grange, 
once the feat of the hero Kirkaldie, a drenuous partizan of Mary Stuart, after her dorm 
of misfortune commenced ; before, an honed oppofer of her indifcretions. After an 
intrepid defence of Edinburgh cadle, he fell into the hands of the regent Morton, who, 
fearing his unconquerable fpirit, bafely differed him to undergo the mod ignominious 
death. 

Leave on the left the ruins of Seafield cadle, a fquare tower, placed near the fiiore, in 
former times the feat of the Moutrays. A little farther is Kinghorn, a fmall town and 
borough. The cadle was one of the feats of the kings of Scotland, till the time of 
Robert II., who, giving his daughter in marriage to Sir John Lyon, added this town in 
part of portion. At this place is the ferry between the county of Fife and the port of 
Leith, a trajeft of feven miles.. Below this town, on the rocks, grows the ligufilcum 
Scoticum, or Scotch parfiey, the fhunis of the Hebrides, where it is often eaten raw as 
a fallad, or boiled indead of greens. This root is eheemed a good carminative; and an 
infulion of the leaves in whey is ufed there as a purge for calves. 

Oppofite to Kinghorn, nearly in the middle of the firth, lies Inch-keilh, an ifiand of 
about a mile in length. It is Taid to derive its name from the gallant Keith, who fo 
greatly fignalized himfelfby his valour in 1010 in the battle of Barry, in Angus, againd 
the Danes; after which he received in reward the barony of Keith,in Lothian, and this 
little ifle. This feems to be the place that Bede calls Caer-Guidi, there being no other 
that will fuit the fituation he gives it in the middle of the Forth j. His tranflator renders 

* This dlfjjrace, I believe, is now under conftderation of parliament, and u ill, I hope, be removed. 

-f- Hill of F‘fr, p- 34 ' t Hid. tccl. lib. i. c. 1 2 . 
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Caer by the word city; but it fhould be rendered a fort or poll;, which will give proba¬ 
bility to Bede’s account. 

In 1549 the Englifli fleet, fent by Edward VI. to aflift the lords of the congregation 
a g ain ft the queen dowager, landed and began to fortify this ifland*, of the importance 
of which they grew feniible after their negleft of fecuring the port of Leith, fo lately in 
their power. They left here five companies to cover the workmen, under the command 
of CottereJ ; but their operations were foon interrupted by M. Defle, general of the 
French auxiliaries, who took the place, after a gallant defence on the part of the 



borfes. 


In 1497, by order of council +, all venereal patients in the neighbourhood of the 
capital were tranfported there, ne quid detrimenti refpublica capcret. It is remarkable 
that this diforder, which was thought to have made its appearance in Europe only four 
years before, fliould make fo quick a progrefs. The horror of a difeafe, for which 
there was at that period no cure known, mull have occafioned this attention to flop 
the contagion ; for even half a century after, one of the firfl: monarchs in Europe, 
Francis I., fell a viftim to it. 

About a mile from Kinghorn is the precipice fatal to Alexander III. who, in 1285, 
was killed by a fall from it, as he was riding in the dulk of the evening §. A mile 
beyond this is the town of Brunt-ifland ; the beft harbour on the coaft, formed by a 
rocky ifle, eked out with piers, for there are none on this fide the country entirely 
natural. This is dry at low water. The church is fquare, with a fteeple rifing in the 
centre. The old caftle built by the Duries commanded both town and harbour. The 
place has a natural ftrength, which, with the conveniency of a port oppofite to the 
capital, made it, during the troubles of 1560, a rnoft definable poll. The French, 
allies of the Oueen Regent, fortified it ftrongly. In 1715 it was furprifed, and pof- 
feffed by the rebels, who here formed the bold defign over a body of troops to the op¬ 
pofite fhore ; which was in part executed under the conduct of Brigadier Macintofh, 
not with fta tiding all the efforts of cur men of war. 

A little farther is Aberdour, another final! town. The Earl of Morton has a pleafant 
feat here. In old times it belonged to the Viponts |[; in 1126 was transferred to the 
Mortimers by marriage, and afterwards to the Douglafes. William, Lord of Liddef- 
dale, furnamed the Flower of chivalry, in the reign of David II. by charter, conveyed 
it to James Douglas, anceftor of the prefent noble owner. The monks of Inch-cohn 
had a grant for a burial place here, from Allan de Mortimer, in the reign of Alex¬ 
ander III. The nuns, ufually ftyled the poor Clares, had a convent at this placd. 

I had the pleafure of feeing near Aberdour, a molt feleft collefticn of pictures, made 
by Captain Stuart, who, with great politenefs, obliged me with the fighr of them. It 
is in vain to attempt the description of this elegant cabinet, as I may fay, one part or 
other ufed to be always on the march. This gentleman indulges his elegant and lau¬ 
dable pafiion fo far as to form out of them un cabinet portaif, which is his amufement 
on the road, in quarters; in fhort, the companions of all his motions. His houfe is 
very fmail; to get at his library I afetnded a ladder, which reminded me of the habita¬ 
tion of Mynhier Bil’cop, at Rotterdam, the richeft repofitory in Europe under the 
pooreft roof. 


* I.efley, 479. 

tj, Annals Scotland, iSj. 


Maitland, ii. ioo8. 

U SibbaldVFifej 121. 
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Two or three miles to the weft lies Inch-eolm, a fmall ifland at a little uiftance from 
the fhore, celebrated for a monaftery founded about 1123, by Alexander L on this 
lingular occafion* In patting the firth of Forth he was overtaken with a violent ftorm, 
which drove him to this ifland, where he met with the moil hofpitable reception from 
a poor hermit, then redding here in the chapel of St, Colamb, who, for the three 
days that the King continued there ternpeft-bound, entertained him with the milk of his 
cow, and a few lhell-fifh. His Majefty, from the fenfe of the danger he had efcaped, 
and in gratitude to the faint, to whom he attributed his fafety, vowed feme token of 
refpett, and accordingly founded here a monaftery of Auguftines, and dedicated it to 
St, Columba *. Allan de Mortimer, Lord of Aberdour, who attended Edward 111 . in 
his Scotch expedition, bellowed half of thofe lands on the monks of this ifland, for the 
privilege of a family burial-place in their church* 

The buildings made in confequence of the piety of Alexander were very confiderable. 
There are ft ill to be feen a large fquare tower belonging to the church, the ruins of 
the church, and of feveral other buildings* The wealth of this placeun the time of 
Edward Ilk proved fo ftrong a temptation to his fleet, then lying in the Forth, as to 
fupprefs all the horror of facrilege, and refpedt to the fan&ity of the inhabitants. The 
Engli/h landed, and fpared not even the furniture more immediately confecrated to 
divine worfhip, But due vengeance overtook them, for, in a florin which inftantly 
followed, many of them perithed y thofe who efcaped, ft ruck with the juftice of the 
judgment, vowed to make ample recompence to the injured faint. The teinpeft ceafed, 
and they made the promifed atonement f. 

The Danifii monument, figured by Sir Robert Sibbald, lies on the fouth-eaft fide of 
the building, on a rifing ground. It is of a rigid form, and the furface ornamented 
with fcale-Iike figures. At each end is the reprefentation of a human head. 

Boethius gives this ifland the name of Emonta, from Y mona, or the ifle of Mona. 

After leaving this place, fee, on the left, Dnnibriflel, the feat of the Earl of Murray* 
In 1592 this was the feene of the cruel murder of the bonny, or the handfome Earl, whofe 
charms were fuppofed to have engaged the heart of Anne of Denmark, and to have 
excited the jealoufy of her royal fpoufe. The former at leaft was the popular notion 
of the time: 

Ho was a bra \v gallant 
And lie play'd at the glove : 

And the bonny Earl of Murry, 

Oh I he was the Queencs love* 


Political reafons were given for his arreft ; but more than an arrefl feems to have 
been intended, for the commiflion was enunified to his inveterate enemy Huntly, who* 
with a number of armed men, fur rounding the houfe in a dark night, fet it on fire, 
on Murray's reftifal to furrender; he efcaped the flames, but was unfortunately dif- 
covered by a fpark that fell on his helmet, and was flain, in telling Gordon of Buckie, 
who had wounded him in the face, Ci You have fpllt a better face than your awin” 

Ride through Inverkeithing, a royal burgh y and, during the time of David I, a 
royal refidence. It was much favoured by William, who, in their fir ft charter, ex¬ 
tended its liberties from the water of Dovam to that of Leven. The Mowbrays had 
large pofleffions here, forfeited in the. reign of Robert L The Francifcans had a con¬ 
vent in this town ; and, according to Sir Robert Sibbald, the Dominicans had another. 

Separated from the bay of Inverkeithing by a fmall headland, is that of St. Margaret j 
the place where that illufirious princefs, afterwards queen of Malcolm HI. landed 


* Bocthris, lib, xii. p. 363. 


f lb* lib. xv. p, 3 itj. 
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with her brother Edgar in 1068, after their flight from England, to avoid the confe- 
quences of the jealoufy of the Conqueror, on account of the title of the former to the 
crown. This paflage is alfo called the Queen’s-ferry, being afterwards her familiar 
paffage to Dumfermline, her ufual refi deuce. 

The village on this fide is called the North-ferry, At this place flood a chapel* 
ferved by the monks of Dumferinline, and endowed by Robert I, Near it are the 
great granite quarries, which help to fupply our capital with paving (tones, and em¬ 
ploy a number ofveflels for the conveyance. The granite lies in perpendicular flacks, 
and above is a reddifii earth, filled with micaceous friable nodules. 

From Kinghorn to this place the firth contrails itfelf gradually j but here, by the 
jutting out of the northern fhore, almofl inftantly forms a (trait of two miles in 
breadth, and beyond as fuddenly opens in a large and long expanfe. About midway 
of this (trait lies Inchgarvie, with the ruins of a fort. This was a fine (tation to review 
the (hores I had travelled, and to feaft the eye with the whole circumambient view; 
The profped on every part is beautiful: a rich country, diverfified with the quickeft 
fucceflion of towns* villages, cattles, and feats; a vaft view up and down the firth 
from its extremity, not remote from Stirling, to its mouth near May ifland, an extent 
of fixty miles. To particularife the objects of this rich feene mud be enumerated, the 
coafls of Lothian and of Fife^ the Kies of Garvie and Inch-colm, the town of Gum- 
ferline; the fouth and north ferries, and Burrowftonefs, fmoaking at a diftance, from 
its numerous fah'^pans and fire-engines : on the fouth fide arc Hopetoun houfe, Dun- 
das caftle, and many other gentlemen’s feats, with Blacknefs caftle, once an important 
fortrefs : on the north fide are Rofyth callle, once the feat of the Stuarts, formerly a 
royal houfe and the feat of Queen Margaret; DunibriiTel, and, ia the diflant view, the 
caftle and town of Burnt-id and ; Leith, with its roads often filled with (hips, and a mag¬ 
nificent view of Edinburgh caftle on the fouth aftift to complete this various picture. 

As 1 am nearly arrived at the extremity, permit me to take a review of the penin- 
fula of Fife, a county fc populous, that, excepting the environs of London, fcarce one 
in South-Britaia can vie with it; fertile in foil, abundant in cattle, happy in collieries, 
10 iron. It one, lime, and free-ftone, bleft in manufactures, the property remarkably 
well divided, none infultingly powerful, to diftrefs and often to depopulate a country, 
moft of the tortures of a ufeful mediocrity. The number of towns is perhaps un¬ 
paralleled in an equal tra<ft of coaft, for tLe whole (here from Craii to Culrofs, about 
forty Englfth miles, is one continued chain of towns and villages. With juflice, there* 
fore, does johnfton celebrate the advantages of the country in thefe lines.; 

Oppjda fic toto funt fparfa in littore, ut unum 
Dixeris \ inqite uno plnritna jun£ta cadem* 

Ifittorc vpiot i^urvo Forthae vohuntur arenas 
Qaotqu* undid refluo tisudimr ora falo; 

Pene tot hie cernas iuHratum pnppibus sequor, 

Urbtbus tt debris pene tot ora homiuuin. 

Cun’ a opens. Eaten ta domua feda olia nefcit.j 
Sedula cura dorm* fed ala cura foris. 

Que mark tt quas non terras animofa juventus 
Ah ! fragili Gdena audet adire trabe. 

Aumc t pes virtus, virtu U dira peri da 
JunCtaj etiam Iticro damna fuere fuo. 

tAere virh animus* cult unique dedere 
M^gnarimis profunt damna, peficla, r labor. 

After having pa fled by the Queen’s ferry, turn ijlmoft due north. See, on the road 
hde, a great (tone, called Queen Margaret’s, for tradition fays, ihe repofed herfelf on 

5 it 
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it in her way to Dumfermline. In a little time have a fine view of that flourifhing 
town, and the ruins of its cathedral and palace full in front. 

Dumfermline lies at the diftance of four miles from the firth, is prettily fituated on 
a rifing ground, and the country round is beautifully divided by low and well-cultivated 
hills; the grounds are inclofed, and planted with hedge-row trees. The town wants 
the advantage of a river, but has a finall ftream for economic ufes, which is conducted 
through the ftreets in a flagged channel. At its difcharge it joins another rivulet, 
then arriving at a fall into a wooded dell of a hundred feet in depth, becomes again 
ufeful in turning five mills, placed one below the other, with room for as many more. 
Three of the mills are for corn, the fourth for flax, the fifth for beating iron. This 
dell winds about the weftern fide of the town, is cloathed with trees, and in one part 
contributes a moll pidurefque fcenery to the walks laid out by Mr. Chalmers, whofe 
feat is on the oppolite banks. 

This place is very populous. The number of inhabitants are between fix and feven 
thoufand; and fuch have been the improvements in manufactures as to have increafcd 
Rear double its ancient number within the left twelve years. The manufactures are 
damaiks, diapers, checks and ticking, to the amount of forty thoulahd pounds a year; 
thefe employ in town and neighbourhood about a thoufand looms. I was informed that 
the number might be doubled if it was not prevented by the low duty on foreign linens, 
which encourages a foreign importation. But probably fome other branch of Britilh 
trade might receive its injury in a greater degree, was that importation to be checked. 

That the iron bufinel's does not flourifli more in this place is a matter of furprife. 
Iron Hone abounds. Here are collieries in all parts, even to the very entrance of the 
town; and the coals of fuch variety, that in different parts are found, befides the 
Scotch, thofe which have the qualities of the NewcalUe, and of the Kilkenny. I am 
informed that, on the Pittencrief ellate, are feven feams of coals in the depth of thirty 
fathom, from the thicknefs of two to that of eight feet, all of which may be worked 
with a level without the aflifiance of any machinery. The price of coal here is from 
twenty-pence to half-a-crown a ton. 

The moll remarkable modern building here is the Tolbooth, with a (lender fquare 
tower, very lofty, and topped with a conic roof. Mr. Chalmers has alfo made a work 
of vafl expence over the glen on the weft end of the town, in order to form a com¬ 
munication with his eftate, and to encourage buildings and improvements on that fide. 
To effect which, he filled that part of the glen with earth, after making a drain for 
the water beneath, which runs through an arched channel three hundred feet long, 
ten high and twelve wide. 

This place has been at times, from very diftant periods, the refidence of the Scotifh 
monarchs. Malcolm Canmor lived here, in a caftle on the top of an infulated hill, in 
the midft of the glen; but only fome poor fragments remain. A palace was afterwards 
built on the fide next the town, which, falling to decay, was re-built by Anne of Den¬ 
mark, as appears by the following infeription t 

Propyl&utn et fuperjlritdlas cedes veiujlale et injuriis temporum collapfm dirutafque; a 
fundamenth in banc ampliorem formam , reJlHuit et injlauravit Anna Regina l rederki Da- 
norim Regis augujhjjhm filia : anno faint is 1600. 

The ruins are magnificent, and do credit to the refforer. In this palace (lie brought 
forth her unfortunate fon Charles I. A gateway intervenes between the royal refi¬ 
dence and the magnificent abby. 

Begun by Malcolm Canmore, and finiflied by Alexander I. It was probably firft 
intended for the pious and more ufeful purpofe of a religious infirmary, being ltyled in 
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forae old manufcripts * Monajierium ab monte infirmorum. David I. changed it into 
an abby, and brought into it thirteen monks from Canterbury, but at the diflblution it 
fupported twenty-fix f. Its endowments were very confiderable. At the Reformation 
the revenue, in money alone, was two thoufand five hundred and thirteen pounds 
Scots. Some of the grants were lingular : that of David I. gives it the tythe of all 
the gold found in Fife and Fotherif, a proof of the precious metal being then diU 
covered in fl: reams flowing from th j hills* Another* from, the fame r v ionatvh, inveus 
it with part of the feals taken near Kinghorn ; and a third by Malcolm IV., gives them 
t!ie heads except the tongues) of certain fm'all whales, called cretpeis, which might be 
taken in fuch part of Scotchvvatir (the firth of Forth) where the church Rood j and the 
oil ext ratted from them was to be applied to its ufe. 

The remains of the abby are confiderable, and evince its former fplendour. The 
window of the room near the gateway, called Frater-hall, is very beautiful. The ab¬ 
bot’s houfe is adjacent. In i goj, Edward I. burnt down the whole abby, excepting 
the church and cells, pleading in excufe of his fieri lege, that it gave a retreat to his 
enemies. In plain words, becaufe the gallant nobility of the country fom crimes held 
their afiemblies here to free themfelves from an Engli'h yoke. 

Part of the church is at prefent in ufe. It is fupported by three rows of maffy 
pillars, fcarcely feventeen feet high, and thirteen and a half in circumference. Two 
are ribbed fpirally, and two marked with zig-zag lines, like thofe of Durham, which 
they referable. The arches are alfo Saxon, or round. As the church was built by 
Malcolm Canmor, at the infiance of Turgcit, bifhop of St. Andrew’s (once prior of 
Durham) that might be the reafon it was confirudted in a fitnilar ftyle f. From this 
time the celebrated Jona loft the honour of being the cemetery of the Scottifli monarchs. 
Malcolm and his queen, and fix other kings § lie here ; the two firft apart, the others 
under as many flat (tones, each nine feet long. 

In the church is the tomb of Robert Pitcairn, abbot, or rather commendator of 
Dumfermline, fecretary of (late in the beginning of the reign of James VI. in the re¬ 
gency of Lenox. He was of Morton’s faction, and was fent to the court of Eliza¬ 
beth, to folicit the delivery of Mary Stuart into the hands of the King’s party [|. He 
attended James in his confinement, after the Raid of Rutliven, and artfully endea¬ 
voured to make friends with each fide ; but, failing, was imprifoned in Lochleven caftle, 
and died in 1584. His epitaph fets his virtues in a very high light: 

Hie fitus eft heros mod tea Robertas in urn a 
PitearnviB, patriae fpes columenque fute r 
Quem virtus, gravitas generofo pe£tore dtgua 
Oruabant vera et cum pietate fades 
Poft varies vitae ductus jam mole rdt£la 
Corporis, elyfium pergit in umbra nemus. 

September 1 6. I.eave Dumfermline. At a diftance is pointed out to me a tumulus, 
planted with trees, called the penitent-mount, from a vulgar notion, that it was formed 
by facks full of fand, brought there from diftant places by the frail, by way of penance 
for their fins. At Clune am (truck with the magnificence of the profpeft, extending 
weft to Benlomoiid, and eaft to Old-Cambus ; a view of the whole I 1 orth, and the 
caftles of Edinburgh and Stirling, two moft capital obje£ts. 

* Ktith, 246. -|- Keith’s Appendix. t Boethius, lib xli. p. 260. 

e Ed^ar, Alexander I , D tvid I., Malcolm IV., Alexander II , and Robcit Bruce. 

ti Melvil’s Memoirs, 212. 
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Dcfcend towards the fltore ; and near if, reach the Lime-kilns, belonging to the Earl 
of Elgin, the greateft perhaps in the univerfe; placed aniidft inexhauftible beds of lime- 
ftones, and near immenfe fearas of coal. The kilns are placed in a row ; their open¬ 
ings are beneath a covered way, formed by arches and pillars in front, into a magnifi¬ 
cent colonade. They lie beneath the ftrata of lime-ftome, which, when broken, is con¬ 
veyed into them by variety of rail roads; and for fhipping the lime, either burnt or 
crude, is a convenient pier. A hundred and twenty men are conftantly employed, and 
a little town built for them. Above twelve thoufand pounds has been expended on 
this ufeful project, which promifes to turn out as much to the emolument of the noble 
family, which fb generoufly engaged in it, as to the whole eafterncoaft of North Britain, 
which either wants this great fertilizer, or fuel to burn the ftone they ufelefsly poffefs. 

By the following account it is pleafing to obferve the improving ftateof agriculture, 
and of building, in thefe parts of the kingdom ; for the lad alfo occafions a confider- 
able confumption : 

Sold, from Martinmas, 1770, to ditto, 1771. 

£. 1 . d. 

575 ! 5 bolls of lime fhells, or unflaked lime, - 2335 8 6$ 

2852I chalders of lime, - - - - 9-4 n 9 

37814 carts of lime-fione, - - - - 864- 13 8g 


3874 14 o 


From Martinmas, 1771, to ditto, 1772, 

65321 bolls of lime-fliells *, 7 
2271 chalders of lime, 3 
5 2oco carts of lime-ftone, - 


jC" j * d, 

33 8 ° 7 4 ! 
125° 3 nf 


4630 11 4 


Oppofite to the Lime-kilns, on a rock projecting into the Forth, is Blacknefs caftle, 
once a place of great importance in preferring a communication between Edinburgh and 
Sterling; now a fheltcr to a few invalids. This fortrefs is a large pile, defended by 
towers, both Cquareand round. Irvine f fays, that in his time it was a ftate prifon : he 
adds, that it was of old one of the Roman forts, and that it flood on the beginning of 
the wall. But Mr, Gordon feems, with more truth, to place its commencement at 
Gairn, or Caridden, weft of this place. Blacknefs was ohce the port of Linlithgow, 
bad a town near it, and a cuftom-houfe; both which were loft by the new commerce of 
fait and coals that rofe at Burrowftonefs. 

After a ride of ^our miles enter a portion of Perth (hire, which juft touches on the 
Firih, at Culrofe; a ftnall town, remarkable for a magnificent houfe with thirteen 
windows in front, built about the 1590, by Edward Lord Kinlofs, father to the Lord 
Bruce, ilainin the noted duel between him and Sir Edward Sackville. 

Some poor remains of the Ciftercian abbey are ftill to be feen here, founded by Mai- 
eolm, Earl of Fife, in 1217. The church was jointly dedicated to the virgin, and St, 
Serf, confeffor. The revenue, at the diffolution, was feven hundred and fixty-eight 

* A boll is four hufljfclp, of about fcvcntcen Englilh gallons each,, -|- Nomenclature, p. 23. 
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pounds Scots* be Tides the rents paid in kind. The number of monks, exclufive of the 
abbot* were nine. 

Continue my ride* in fight of vafl plantations ; and* in a fliort fpace, enter the little 
{hire of Clackmannan, which, with that of Kinrofs, alternately elect a member, their 
mutual reprefentative. The fmall town of Clackmannan is pieafantly feated on a hill, 
along the feat of the chief of the Bruces, Hoping on every fide; and on the fummit is 
the caftle* commanding a noble view. The large fquare tower is called alter the name 
of Robert Bruce ; whofe great fword and cafque is (Hll preferred here. The hid is 
prettily wooded* and* with the tower* forms a pi£lurefque objeft* On the weftern fide* 
crofs the little river Devan, and* after a mile’s ride, reach the town of Alloa, remark¬ 
able For its coal trade. Scotland exports annually* above a hundred and eighteen thou- 
fand tons of coal* out of which, I was informed* Alloa alone fends forty thoufand. 
The town and parilh is very populous* containing five thoufand fouls. I found here 
the mad polite reception from Mr. Erfkine, reprefeniative of the family of Mar, who 
lives in the caftle, now modernized* on one fide of the town. The gardens planted in 
the old flyle, are very extenfive. In the houfe are fame good portraits, particularly one 
of the celebrated Lucy* Countefs of Bedford *, a full length* in black, with a ruff, and 
a coronet on her head. She fits with a penfive countenance, her face reclined on one 
hand, and is, without beauty* an elegant figure. She was filler to John Lord Harring¬ 
ton, and wife to Edward Earl of Bedford, and became* on the death of her brother* 
poffelfed of great part of his large fortune* She affefted the patronage of wits and 
poets; and probably pofletfed part of the qualities they attributed to her* or the philo¬ 
sophic Sir William Temple f would never have condefcended to celebrate her fine 
tafte in gardening. She might purchafe every perfection from the former $ for 
Donne informs us, 

She rained upon him her fweet fhowcrs ofgotd t; 

on Ben Johnfon, haunches of venifon § ; and they, in gratitude, bellowed on her as 
many beauties and as many virtues as ought to have put vanity herfelf out of counts* 
nance. She makes the rough Donne declare, 

Leaving 1 that bufie praife and all appeale. 

To higher courts, {cafes decree h ti ue 
The mine, the magazine, the commonweale. 

The ftory of beauty, in Tvnckham is, and you. 

Who hath feen one, would both, as who had bin 
In Paradife, would feek the Cherubin ||. 

In a word, her ideas became too ftiblime for domeftic affairs ; flie fpent her own and 
part of her hulband's great fortunes, and having eftablifhed her char-after for tafte, de¬ 
parted this life in the year 1628. 

Catherine, daughter and heirefs of Francis Earl of Rutland, wife of George Villars, 
Duke of Buckingham, by Vandyek. She is painted fitting with her children, and 
the head of the duke in an oval above her. She afterwards married the Earl of An¬ 
trim. “ She was a lady”, fays the noble hiftorian, “ of great wit and fpirit; who, by 
her influence over Charles I., forced him, under pretence of his majefty’s fervice, to 
gratify her vanity, by creating her hulband a marquis 

A remarkable half length of Mary Stuart, on copper, in a gauze cloak, crown on 
her head, and paflion flower in her hand; fickly and pale. 

* Painted by Cornelius Janfen, in 1620, in the 3fith year of her age. + Gardens of Epicurus. 

t As quoted by Mr. Granger. $ Epigram 85th. |1 Poems, p. 3z. H Hilt, of Rebellion, ii. J 74 * 
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A i&ad of Anne of Denmark. A princefs of f6 fpotlefs a life, that malice could not 
find a bfemilh in her ; therefore well might Wilfon * fay, on her monument a charac¬ 
ter of virtue may be engraven. When heaven claims her, a living queen cannot efcape 

^SemembeTi?! The Ochil hilts begin beyond Alloa to approach very near to the 
Forth between which is a narrow arable tract, well cultivated and adorned with woods. 
In thefe hills was found, in the beginning of this century, a large body ot native Ulver, 
beautifully ramified; and of late years, feme cobalt ore. 1 he view of Stirling, and the 
Windings of the Forth, now a river, are extremely elegant. Am now again in a por¬ 
tion ofPerthfhire, Turn half a mile out of the road, to vifit the ancient abby of 

Cambus-Kenneth, or rather its remains, nothing being left by the rude hand ot re¬ 
formation excepting a vaft Iquare tower, and an arched door-way, between which is a 
fine view of Stirling,' on its Doping rock. This houfe was founded by David I. in 1147, 
for canons-reguiar of St. Augufliue, brought from Aroife near Arras ; but the fopenors 
were often called abbots of Stirling. Keith fays, that it now belongs to Cowan s hof- 
pital, in that town. James HI- and his queen were buried m this place. 

F After a fhort ride, reach the bridge of Sterling ; a little higher up the river, flood 
the* wooden bridge, celebrated for the defeat of the Enghlh in 1297, by W allace. ihe 
Enplifh were commanded by Earl Warren; who, againd his judgment, at the in liga¬ 
tion of Hugh de Creffingham, treaforer of Scotland, and a clergyman, eroded the 
bridge and was defeated with horrible (laughter, before the army could be formed on 
the oppofite fide. Creffingham was (lain. So detefted was he by the Scots, that they 
flaved his body, and cut his fkin into a thou land pieces, by way of iniult on his pride 
and avarice. The Engiifh, on their retreat, burnt the bridge, abandoned their baggage, 

and fled to Berwick f. ,. , „ ,. , r 

Enter Sterling, a town, fays Boethius, which gave name to fterhng money, became 
Ofbert, a Saxon prince, after the overthrow of the Scots, eftablifhed herer a mint 1 .It 
was alfo anciently called Striveling; as is faid, from the frequency of ftn.es or conflifts 
in the neighbourhood: and from this old name the prefent feems to have been formed. 

The town contains about four thoufand inhabitants; has a manufacture of taitanes 
and fhailoons, and employs about thirty looms in that of carpets. 1 he great flreet is 
very broad ; in it is the tolbooth, where is kept the fiandard for the wet tneafures of 
Scotland. The other ftreets narrow and irregular \ the weft fide had been defended 

^ I cannot trace the foundation of the caflle: if we may credit Boethius, it was a place 
of flrermth in the middle of the ninth century, 'ihe Romans had a camp and a mili¬ 
tary way on the weft fide ; it might be their Alauna, but clouds and darknefs reft on 

this part of our hiflory. . , , . c , r f 

Sterling is a miniature refemblance of Edinburgh, built on a rock of the lame form 

with that on which the capital of Ndrth-Bntain is placed, with a Hong fortrefs on the 

The caflle is of great flrength, impending over a deep precipice. Within fide (lands 
the palace, built by James V. a prince that had a flrorig turn to ihe arts, as appears by 
his buildings here and at Falkland. This pile is large, of a Iquare form, ornamented 
on three fides with pillars % retting on grotefque figures, jutting horn the wall* Ou tnc 
of each pillar, a fanciful ftatue* 


* Life of James I* 
X Lib, x, p. 204, 
friiftakes* 


129. f Annals of Scotland, 252. 
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Two rooms, called the Queei/s and the mirfery, are large ; the roofs of wo ad* dU 
vidcd into fquares and other forms, well carved. 

A clofet is ftiewn, noted for the murder of William Far! of Douglas, in 1452, tre¬ 
panned here by a fafe conduct from James IL This nobleman, too potent for legal 
execution, had entered into alTorialions injurious to his prince; who commanded him to 
refeind the offenfive alliance ; and, on refufal, (tabbed the earl with his own hand. In 
revenge, the friends of Douglas inftantly burnt the town. 

The parliament-houfe is a va(t room, a hundred and twenty feet long, with a timbered 
roof This town, during the reigns of Mary and James VI, was much frequented by 
the court and the nobility. In September, 1571, a bloody attempt was made here by 
thequeen’s party, on the Regent Lenox ; who was furprized at midnight, furrounded 
by his friends, and in full fecurity* Except the Earl of Morton, none of the numerous 
nobility made the leaf! refinance, but furrendered themfelves quietly to the enemy* 
Morton defended his houfe till it was all in flames. This gave (he townfmen time to 
recollect their courage; they in turn attacked the afiailants, who, flruck with a panick, 
gave themfelves up to their own prifoners. But the unfortunate Lenox fell a viftim to 
the manes of the archbifhop of St* Andrew's, Sir David Spence, to whom he had 
furrendered, perifhed in the attempt to fave him, being fhot by the bullet that flow his 
noble captive. 

From the top of the caflle is by far, the fineff view in Scotland : to the eafl is a vail 
plain, rich in corn, adorned with woods, and watered with the river Forth, whole mean¬ 
ders are, before it reaches the fea, fo frequent and fo large, as to form a multitude of 
moll beautiful peniofulas; for in many parts the windings approximate fo clofe as to 
leave only a little ifthmus of a few yards. In this plain is an old abbey, a view of jM\o& 
Clackmannan, Falkirk, the firth of Forth, and the cou try as f ir as Edinburgh ; on 
the north, lie the Ochil hills, and the moor where the battle of Dumblain was fought; 
to the well, the flrath of Menteith, as fertile as the eaftern plain, and terminated by 
the Highland mountains ; among which the fummit of Bendomond is very con* 
fpicuous. 

Among the houfes of the nobility, the mod fuperb was that of the Earl of Mar, be¬ 
gun by the regent, but never finifiied ; the front is ornamented with the arms of the 
family, and much Jcujpture, It is faid to have been built from the ruins of Cainbus- 
kenneth, and that being reproached with the facrilege, directed thefe words, vet extant, 
to be put over the gate : 

Eflpy. fpeik. Furth* I. can- noiht. 

CoTilidi’r* weil. I. cair* nothc. 

Near the caflle are Edmonfton’s walls, cut through a little wood, on thevaft fteeps. 
Nature hath ftrangely buttreffed it up with Hones of immenfe fize, wedged between 
each other with more of the fame kind piled on their tops- Beneath, on the fiat, are to 
be feen the vefliges of the gardens belonging to the palace, called the king’s knot; 
where, according to the tafle of the times, the flowers had been difpofed in beds and 
curious knots, at this time very eafily to be traced in the fantafiic form of the turf. 

Above thefe walks is the Ladies-hill; for here fat the fair to fee their faithful knights 
exert their vigour and addrefs in the tilts and tournaments, performed in a hollow Ibe¬ 
tween this {pot and the caftle. 

I he church or royal chapel was collegiate, founded by pope Alexander VI, at there- 
queft ol James IV. * for a dean, fubdean, facriftan, chanter, treafurer, chancellor, arch- 

* Keith, rSJ. 
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dean, fixteeh chaplains, and fix fmging-bovs, which, with the chaplains and amufic- 
mafter, were appointed by the king. The queen’s confeflor was the dean, who had 
epifo-pal jurifdiaton. The whole molt richly endowed. 

The Carmelites had a houfe here, founded by James IV. in 1494. Remorie for his 
father’s death feems to have initiated him to attempt thefe pious atonements. _ To 
this place he was wont to retire from all wordly affairs, and to perform -the duties of 
religion with all the aufterities of the devoted inhabitants. 

B.noath the wails was another, of Dominicans, eftabliflied in 1233, by Alexander II. 
In this church was interred, an impoftor, who, at the mitigation of the Countefs of Ox¬ 
ford, affumed the charader of Richard II. After his retreat, he found here an honour¬ 
able fupport to the day of his death *. 

The hofpital for decayed merchants, founded by John Cowan, a merchant of this 
town, is very richly endowed. Here is another, founded by Robert Spinal, taylor to 
James IV. for the relief not only of merchants but decayed tradefmen. 

This place has experienced its lieges, and other calamities of war. In 1175 it was 
delivered, by William to the Engliffi, (with ftveral other places) as a fccurity for his 
acknowledgement, that he held the crown of Scotland from the kings of England. 
An inglorious ceffion, extorted by his unfortunate captivity. But Richard L the fuc- 
ceeding monarch, rellored them i". 

Curing the wars between the EngliSi and Brucean Scots, it often changed mailers. 
In 1299 it was in poffeffton of Edward L whofe affairs in Scotland were at that time fo 
bad, that he was obliged to fend his governor an order to furrender. But the year 
following, he retook it, after a moft gallant defence by William Oliphant, who gave it 
up on terms ill obferved by the conqueror. 

In 1303, it was again taken by the Scots, under Lord John Sowles: Oliphant re¬ 
fumed the command, and in the next year fuftained a fecond fiege. It was battered 
moft furioufly by the artillery of the age, which call ftones of two hundred weight 
again ft the walls, and made vaft breaches. At length, when the garrifon was reduced 
to a verv few, the brave governor fubmitted and w ? as received into mercy. 

In the reign of Edward II. it was befieged by Sir Edward Bruce. The governor, 
Sir Philip Mowbray, made a valiant defence; bur, in confequence of the battle of Ban- 
noebourne, was reduced to yield to the vi&orious army. During the wars of Edward 
III. it was reciprocally taken and re taken ; the laft time in 1341. Jhe other great 
events of this place have flipped my memory. I mu ft make a long ftride to its memor¬ 
able fiege in the winter of 1746, when the gallant old officer. General Blakeney, baf¬ 
fled all the efforts of the rebels to reduce this important place. 

In the evening, pafs through the finall town of St. Ninian, and the village of Ban- 
nocbuurne. 

Afcend a hill, and pafs by the reliques of Torwood, noted for having given Ihelter 
to Wallace, after the fatal battle of Falkirk. Some remains of an oak, beneath which 
the hero is faid to have repofed, is ftill pointed out with great veneration. Over this 
place paffes the Roman military road, which l traced before to the north of Dupplin. 
At fome diftance from this, leave, in a valley on the left, the two mounts, called Duni- 
pace, placed on the north bank of the Carron, Car-avon, or the winding river. Night 
ciofed on me before I reached this place, fo 1 mull I peak by quotation from an inge¬ 
nious fcfiay on the antiquities of Sterlinglhire, publilhed in the Edinburgh magazine. 
The ohe, fays the author, is perfeaiy round and above fifty feet high. The other, 
which he feerns unwilling to admit to be the work of art, is of an irregular form, and 

* Keith, 271. t Major, lib. iV. c. 5. p. 135, 136. 
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compofed of gravel. Mr. Gordon conjeaures them to have been exploratory mounts; 
the writer of'the efiay, that they were fepulchrah The laft feems belt founded, for, if 
I recoiled, the tops of exploratory hills are truncated or flat. 

To thenorth-eaft ofthefe, on the fame fide of the river, at the diftance of a few miles, 
flood the celebrated antiquity called Arthur’s oven, which Mr. Gordon fuppofes to have 
been afacellum, or little chapel, a vepofitory for the Roman infignia or fiandaids. 

This building was circular, upright on the fides, and rounded towards the top, m 
which was an opening eleven feet fix inches in diameter. Beneath this was on one fide 
a fouare aperture, like a window ; under that a door, whofe top formed a Roman arch. 
The height to the round opening at the top was twenty-two feet ; the inner diameter 
of the building at the bottom, nineteen feet fix inches ; round the infide, Boethius in¬ 
forms us, were Hone feats $ and on the fouth fide an altar. He alio acquaints us that the 
floor was teffellated, as appeared by the fragments that might be picked up in his time*. 
He adds, that there were oil fome of the Hones the fculpture of eagles, nearly defaced 
by age; and that there had been an infeription on a polilhed flone, fignifying that the 
building was erected by Vefpafian, in honour of the emperor Claudius, and the goddels 
Victory. This he fpeaks by tradition ; for our Edward, conqueror of Scotland, is 
‘charged with carrying it away with him. All the old hiftorians that take notice of this 
edifice agree that it was the work of the Romans, from the Britiih Nennius to the 
Scotch Buchanan. How far that may be allowed will be a future confiderauon: at 
prefent I fliall only, in oppofition to Mr. Maitland, afiert what it was not, a mau [oleum 
refembling the fcpulchre of Metellaj, which is a round tower, totally open at top. A 
more apt comparifon might be found in the Calidarium of the baths of Dioclefian 
whofe vaulted roof, rounded, and with a central aperture, agrees with that of the dc- 
plored Scottiih antiquity. 

Leave at a fmall diftance on the left Camelon, the fiteof a Roman town, whofe ftreets 
and walls might be traced in the midft of the ruins in the time of Buchanan § ; but, as 
I was informed, not a relique is to be feen at prefent worthy of a vifit. The fea once 
flowed up to this tc&n, if the report be true, that fragments of anchors have been found 
near it; and beds ofoyfter-fhells in various places, at this time remote from the Forth, 
which is kept embanked from overflowing the flat tract in many parts between this 
place and Borrowfionefs. Buchanan fuppofes this town to have been the Caer guidi of 
the venerable Bede |J; but as that writer exprefsly lays, that it lay in the middle of the 
Forth, it was probably a fortrels on Inch-Keith, as his Alcluith is another on the firth 
of Clyde. 

Lie at Falkirk, a large ill-built town, fupported by the great fairs for black cattle 
from the Highlands, it being computed that 24,000 head are annually fold here. 

Carron wharf lies upon the river, which falls a few miles below into the Forth, and 
is not only ufeful to the great iron works ere&ed near it, but of great fervice even to 
Glafgow, confiderable quantities of goods deftined for that city being landed here. The 
canal, which is to form a communication between this firth and that of Clyde, begins 
on the fouth fide of the mouth of the Carron. Its courfe will be above thirty miles, 
aflifled by thirty-nine locks. Its weftern termination is to be at Dalmuir-buim-foot, 
eight miles below Glafgow j but, for the conveniency of that city, it is propofed to form 
another branch from the great trunk, at a place called the Stocking-bleachfield, be¬ 
tween two and three miles diftant from the city. 

'i Lib iii. p. 24. f Antfghita di Roma del? abate Venuti, tom- ii. p. 9. tab. $7. 

% Idem, tom, l p.93* tab. 3 z* § Lib. i. c, si*iv. c, 3 6. tl Hift. Eedtf, lib. i» c. 12, 
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Sept. 18. Near Callendar houfe at a fmall diflance eaft from Falkirk, are fome large 
remains of Antoninus’ wall, or, as it is called here, Graham’s dike, from the notion that 
o e Graham, or Grimus*. Grit made a breach in it, foon after the retreat of the Romans 
out of Britain. This vaft work was effected by Lollius Urbicus, governor of Britain 
during the reign of Antoninus Pius, as appears by infcriptbns found on ftones difco- 
vered among the ruins of the chain of forts that defended it. Moll of them are .■ 1 ho¬ 
nour of the emperor; one only mentions the lieutenant | * The wall ltfelf was or turf, 
which in this place was forty feet broad, and the ditch thirteen feet deep. Lollius, after 
defeating the Britons, and recovering the country, which was, as Lacitus j expreiTes it, 
<c loft as foon as won,” reftored to the empire the boundary left by Agricola, and re¬ 
moved the barbarians to a greater diflance It is probable that Lohius might either 
place his forts on the fame file with thofe built by Agricola, or make ule of the fame 
in cafe they were not deftroyed \ but the firft is mo ft probable, as fifty-five years had 
elapfed from the time that Agricola left the ifland, to the re-conqueft of thefe parts by 
the legate of Antonins. This wall begins near Kirk-Patrick, on the firth of Clyde, and 
ends at Caeridden, two miles weft of Aberconi, on the firth of Forth, being, according 
to Mr, Gordon, in length thirty-fix miles, eight hundred and eighty-feven paces, and 
defended, I think, by twelve if not thirteen forts. It is probable that the Romans did 
not keep poffeffion even of this wall for any Length of time j for there are no inferip- 
tions but in honour of that fingle emperor. 

Continue our journey aver a naked and barren country. Leave on the right the 
nunnery of Manwel, founded by Malcolm IV, in 115G. The reclufes were of the Cif- 
tercian order. Crofs the water of Avon, and enter the fhire of Linlithgow, and foon 
after have a beautiful view of the town, the caftle, and the lake, dhis is fuppofed to be 
the Linduni of Ptolemy, and to take its name from its fituation on a lake, or lin, or llyn, 
which the word lin or llyn fignifies. 

The town contains between three and four thoufand fouls, and carries on a confi- 
derable trade in drafting of white leather, which is fent abroad to be manufactured* It 
alfo employs many hands in drefling of flax, and in wool-combing \ for the la ft, the 
wool is brought from the borders. Its porLwas formerly Blacknels, but fioce the de¬ 
cline of that place, Burrowftonefs, about two miles diftant from Linlithgow. 

The caftie was founded by Edward L who refided in it for a whole winter; but in 
1307 we find that it was taken and demolifhed by one Binny, a Scotfman. In &he 
reign o£ Edward III. the Englifli pofleffed it again ; for there is extant an order for the 
cuftody of the hofpital to John Swanlund |J. 

I cannot difeover by whom it was re-built. It is at prefent a magnificent edifice, of 
a fquare form, finely feated above the lake, James V. and VI. ornamented it greatly* 
The infide is much embelliflied with fculpmre : over an inner gate are niches, in former 
times holding the ftatues of a pope and a cardinal; erefted, as tradition fays, by James V. 
in compliment to his holinefs for a prefent of a confecrated fword and helmet On 
an outward gate, detached from the building, are the four orders of knighthood, which 
his Majefty bore, the garter, thilllc, holy-ghoft, and golden-fleece. 

Within the palace is a handfome fquare: one fide is more modern than the others,, 
having been built by Janies VL, and kept in good repair till 1746, when it was acc> 

* Boethius 

f Horiley, Scotland, tab. vili. See alfo my firft volume, where fome of the infcriptiona are mentioned. 

% Hi ft. lib i. ci, $ C^itolinu3. fl Calendar of Charter?, by Sk jof* A iGA 
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dentally burnt by the King’s forces. The pediments over the windows are neatly carved, 
and dated 6 19. 

The other fides are more ancient: in one is a room ninety-five Feet long, thirty feet 
fix inches wide,and thirty-three high. Ai one end is a gallery, with three arches, per¬ 
haps for mu/ic. Narrow galleries run quite round the old part, to preferve commu=- 
nications with the rooms ; in one of which the unfortunate Mary Stuart firft faw light. 
Her father, James V., then dying, foretold the nuferies that impended over her and the 
kingdom. “ It came,” faid he, “ with a lafs, and will be loft with one.” 

The chapel wtls built by James V., and takes up one fide of the fquare. The kitchen 
for the ufe of the kings and queens is below ground. I heard here of a letter from 
James VI. to borrow fome filver fpoons for a feaft; and of another to borrow from the 
F.arl of Mar a pair of filk ftockings, to appear in before the Englilh ambaflador. 
Though I cannot authenticate thefe relations of the fimplicity of the times} yet I have 
a curious letter from the fame monarch, to borrow a thoufand marks, in the year 1589, 
being that of his wedding, telling the lender (John Boifwell, of Balmato), “ Ye will 
rather hurt your felf veiry far, than fee the difhounour of your prince and native coun¬ 
try with the povertie of baith fet downe before the face of ftrangers.” 

The church would be a handfome building, if not difgraced with a moft ruinous 
floor. I was fliewn the place remarkable for the perfonated. apparition that appeared 
to James IV., while he was meditating the fatal expedition into England ; and which, 
as honeft Lindfay relates, as foon as it had delivered its meflage, “ vanilhed like a 
blink of the fun, or a whip of a whirlwind.” The tale is told with wonderful fimpli¬ 
city, and would be fpoiled in the abridgment: “ The King (fays the hiftorian*) 
came to Lithgow, where he happened to be at the time for the council, very fad and 
dolorous, making his devotion to God to fend him good chance and fortune in his 
voyage. In this mean time there came a man clad in a blue gawn in at the kirk-door, 
and belted about him in a roll of linen-cloth } a pair of botrikins on his feet, to the great 
of his legs, with alt other hofe and clofe conform thereto ; but he had no thing on his 
head, but fyde red yellow hair behind, and on his haffits, which wan down to his fooul- 
ders; but his foreherd was bald and bare. He feemed to be a man of two and fifty 
years, with a great pyke-ftaff in his hand, and came firft forward among the lords, cry¬ 
ing andfpeiring for the King, faying, he defired to fpeak with him. While at the lafb 
he came where the King was fitting in the ddk at his prayers; but when he faw the 
King, he made him little reverence or falutation, but leaned down groflings on the delk 
before him, and faid to him in this manner, as after follows: £ Sir King, my mother 
hath fent me to you, defiring you not to pafs at this time where thou art purpofed ; for 
if thou does, thou wilt not fare well in thy journey, nor none that pafleth with thee; 
Further, Ihe bade thee mell with no woman, nor ufe their counfel, nor let them touch 
thy body, nor thou theirs; for if thou do it, thou wilt be confounded and brought to 
foame.’ ” 

In one of the ftreetsis fliewn the gallery from whence Hamilton, of Bothwel-haugh, 
in 1570, with a blamelefs revenge foot the regent Murray. Hamilton had embraced 
the party of his royal miftrefs, Mary Stuart. The regent beftowed part of his eftate 
on one of his favourites, who, in a winter’s night, feized on his houfe, and turned his 
wife naked into the open fields f, where before morning foe became furioufly mad. 
Love and party rage co-operated fo ftrongfy, that he never refted till he executed 
his purpofe. He followed the regent from place to place, till the opportunity of a flow 

* r. in, -J- Robertfon, 1.511, 
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march through a crowded ftreet rendered his intent fuccefsfuh He fled taFran.ce> and 
being there Folicired to deftrov the admiral Colijgni, he replied, with a generous relent' 
mentj * £ Thif notwithffanding his injured affection compelled him to commit one mur¬ 
der, nothing fliould induce him to proftitute his fword in bafe afla flirtation/ 11 

Proceed along Strathbrock, watered by the Almond, To the right are Bathgate 
Hills, oncenotedTor mines of lead^ore, fo rich as to be deemed filver mines* Dine at 
Kirklifton bridge; near this place in i :g8 Edward L encamped, juft before the battle 
of Falkirk, He had bellowed among his foldiers a donative of wine, afudden and na¬ 
tional quarrel arofe between his English and Welfh troops ; the laft wrecked their re¬ 
venge on the clergy, and flew eighteen Englifh ecclefiailics. The Englifh horfe made 
great daughter among my countrymen, who in difguft feparated themfelves from the 
army*- Kdward had not fewer than fifteen thoufand Welfhmen, which he drew from 
his new conquefts with the defign of oppofmg them to the Highlanders f . About a 
mile farther, after crofling the Almond, enter the {hire of Edinburgh, 

This river runs into the Forth, about four miles from this place. On the eaftern 
bank of its influx is the village of Cramond, once a Roman flation and port. Many 
medals, inferiptions, and other antiquities f, have been difeovered here, Mr, Gordon 
fays there is one, and Mr, Maitland that there are three Roman roads leading to it ; 
but my time would not permit me to vifit the place. 

On the right hand, at a fmall di (lance from our road, are fome rude ft ones. On one, 
called the Catftean, a compound of Celtic and Saxon, fignifying the ftone of battle, is 
this infeription : In hoc tumulo facet veta F- vidti,” fuppofed in memory of a perfon 
{lain here, 

Vifit, on the road fide, Corflorphine, a collegiate church, in which are two monu¬ 
ments of the Forefters, ancient owners of the place, each recumbent. One preferves 
the memory of Sir John Forefter, who made the church collegiate in 1429, and fixed 
here a provoft, five prebendaries, and two finging-boys, Here is aifo an infeription to 
the fi-ft provoft, Nicholas Bannochtyne, dated 1470, concluding with a requeft to the 
reader to “ pray for the pope and him,” Crofs the water of Leith, at Coltfbridge, and 
fooh arrive at Edinburgh, 

jjh&ll here take notice of thofe remarkable places which efcaped my notice in my 
former tour, or at leafl merited a little further mention than I at that time paid them, I 
fhall begin with the caftle that crowns the precipitous fnmniit of this Angular city. 

That fortrefs is of great antiquity. The ancient Britifh name was Caflell Mynydd 
Agned, Our long-loft Arthur, if Nennius § is to be credited, obtained one of his vic¬ 
tories in its neighbourhood. His name is ftill retained in the great rock impending 
over the city, literally tranflated from the Britifh, Cader, the feat of Arthur. Maitland, 
who gives the mod probable account of the derivation of the name, attributes it to 
Edwin, King of Northumberland, who, from the conquefts of his predecefibrs, was in 
poffdfion of all the tradl from the Humber to the firth of Forth, Accordingly we find, 
in very old writers, that the place was called Edwinfburch, and Edwinfburg ||, It con¬ 
tinued in the hands of the Saxons or Englifh, from the invafion of Odta and Ebufa, in 
the year 452, till the defeat of Egfrid, King of Northumberland, in 685, by the Pidts, 
who then re-poflefled themfeives of it. The Saxon Kings of Northumberland recon¬ 
quered it in the ninth century, and their fucceffbrs retained it till it was given up to 
Indulfus, King of Scotland, about the year 956. All the names in this tradt are of Saxon 
origin, and the language now fpoken is full of old Englifh words and phrafes. 

* Ann ah Scotland, 257. f Carte, ii- 264. f Gordon's It in* n 6 , 117. Hoifcly. p. 204. 
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The cattle is of great ftrengtb j and, as it wasfor along time fuppofed to be impreg- 
cable, was called the Maiden-cattle. Edward L, in 1.2963 made himfelf irafler of it in 
a few days ; but in the reign - of his fucc'effor it was, in 1 313, furprized and taken by 
Thomas Randolph, Earl of Murray. It fell again into the hands of the Engttlh, who, 
in j 341, loll it by a ftratagem contrived by Sir William Douglas. He entered the har¬ 
bour of Leith, whh a velfel leaden with provifions, and manned with about two hundred 
Highlanders. He difguifed twelve in the drefs of peafants, and placed the reft in am* 
bufli amid ft the ruins of an abbey. He led the firft up to the cattle, accompanying 
twelve horfes laden with oats and fuel: he offered thefe to fale to the porter, who 
telling him that thegarrifon (food in great want of them, let Sir William into the gate¬ 
way. They flew the porter, blockaded the gate, by killing their horfes in the midft of 
it, and affembling their other party by found of horn, made themfelves matters of the 
place. 

The hero Rirkaldie dittinguifhed the year 1573 by a gallant defence of this cattle, 
which he kept, in hopes of nlcnding the fortunes of his unhappy mill refs, then imprifoned 
in England, For three and thirty days he refitted all the efforts of the Scots and the 
Englifh, excited by courage and emulation. At length, when the walls were battered 
down, the wells dettroyed, and the whole rendered a heap of rubbilh, he refolved to 
perifh glorioufly in the latt intrenchment; but the garrilbn, which wanted his heroifm, 
or had not the fame reafon for defpair, mutinied, and forced him to fnrrender 

In 165© it futtained a fiege of above two months againtt the parliament army, com¬ 
manded by Cromwell, and furrendered at length on very honourable terms 

At the Revolution, it was held for fome time by the Duke of Gordon for the abdi¬ 
cating prince* When his grace furrendered his charge, he made terms for every one 
under his command ; but, with uncommon fpirit and generofity, fubmitted his own 
life and interefls to the mercy of the conqueror J. After the city was pofTefled by the 
rebels in 1745, it underwent a fliort and impotent liege. The royalitts, under the 
Generals Gueft and Prefton, kept quiet poffeffion of it, after a few weak and unavailing 
hottilities. 

Beneath the floor of one of the paffages were interred the remains of William Earl 
of Douglas, and his brother. Thefe noble youths (too powerful for fubjeOs) were 
inveigled here, on the faith of the royal word, and while they were fitting at table with 
their prince were feized and hurried to the block. Hittory mentions an uncommon 
circumfhmce. A bull’s head was ferved up, a fignal in thofe days of approaching death. 
The Do ug laics grew pale at the fight, accepting the omen 

In a Jural! room in this fortrefs Mary Stuart brought into the world James VI., an 
event-of which fome uncouth rhymes on the Avail inform the ftranger. 

The regalia of Scotland are fmd to be preferred here, and a room in which they are 
kept is pointed out, but made up and inaccetfible. According to Maitland, they were 
acknowledged to have been here in 1707, as appears by a formal inttrument preferred 
by that hitlorian. 

The great cannon called Ivlons-meg, made of iron bars, bound together with iron 
hoops, was a curiofity preferred in this fortrefs, till it was tranfported fome years ago 
to London. It isfaid to have been brought here from Roxburgh, and that one of the 
lame kind proved fatal to James 1 L, by burtting near the royal perfon. 

* Robtrtfon, n. 48, 4 Whitelock, 48$, % HifU Cardona, iL 6c 6. 

§ Hill of the Douglaft's, i 54, 
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The city is of far later date than the caflle. Walfingham, who wrote about the year 
3 440, (peaks of it as a mean place, and the houfes covered only with thatch : yetFroif- 
fart, who Jived prior to the former, fays, it was 64 la principal liege du rpyaume, et auffi 
par ufage le Roy d'Ecoce Cy ten oh, (car il y a bon chattel, Sc bonne grade ville, et beau 
heure *.)” But it feenis not to have been in any very flaiiriihing condition till the reign 
of James I., in whofe lafl year (* 436) a parliament was fir!i held here* After thofe 
meetings were continued, its prosperity 'iticreafed, and the importance of Perth, before 
confiderable, began to leffen. Till that period, the princes and parliaments of Scotland 
thought the firth of Forth a proper fecurity againft the inroads of theEnglifli, who often 
carried their depredations as far as this city, and often lacked it, 

I fhould mention that, befid.es the caftle, it was alfo guarded by walls and gates. The 
fird began near the fouthern bafe of the caftle, and, protecting the town on the fouth 
and ead, terminated near the North loch, then filled with water, and a diffident fecurity 
011 that fide. 

The gates are numerous, but none that are now Handing are in any degree remark¬ 
able. The Netherbo\wport, which flood at the head of the Cannongate flreet, was 
built in the reign of James VL, but is now demolifhed. A figure of it is preferved in 
Maitland's Hiftory of Edinburgh y and a ftill finer, but fcarce, etching of it is fometimes 
met with, the work of Mr. Alexander R unci m an. 

To purfue the defeription of Edinburgh, I fliall begin with the great dreet, which, 
under feveral names, is continued almod in a line from the caflle to llolyrood-houfe, 
being in length a mile and a half, and in fotne places eighty feet wide, and in the part 
called the High-flreet, finely built. 

In the fireet called the Caflle*hill is the great refervoir for fupplying the city with 
water. Below this is the lawn-market, where every Wednefday are fold linens, 
checks, See . 

The weighmg-houfe, which brings in a large revenue to the city, (lands at the Bow- 
head, at the upper end of the lawn-market. 

Near that are the Luckenbooths, with the tolbooth, or city prifon. The guartbhoufe 
is a little lower. I think the guard confids in all of feventy-five men, commanded by 
the proved and three lieutenants, who are dyled captains. The men are well eloalhed 
and armed. Indead of the halbert, they Hill retain the ancient weapon, the Locha^ 
ber ax. 

In the Parliament-clofe, a final! fquare, is the Parliament-houfe, where the courts of 
judice are held. Beneath are the advocates' library, and the regider-office. In my 
former Tour I mentioned certain curiofities preferved in the library j but negle&ed the 
notice of others in a final! but felcft private cahinet. 

Ainoug others in the cabinet of Mr* John Macgowan, difeovered near this city, is an 
elegant brafs image of a beautiful Naiad, with a little fatyr in one arm. On her head 
is a wine-vat, or lb me fuch veffel, to denote her an attendant on Bacchus j and beneath 
one foot, a fubverted vafe, expreffive of her character as a nymph of the fountains. 
The fatyr is given her, not only to fhew her relation to the jovial god* but from the opi¬ 
nion that the Naiades were mothers f of that fylvan race. 

A veffel refembling a tea-pot, with a handle and fpout: it wants a lid, but the oru 
fice is covered with a fixed plate, full of perforations, like thofe of a watering-pot,. 
Count Gaylus has given a figure of a pot of this kind j but is as ignorant as myfelf of 
its ufe. 

* FroifTart, lib ii\ p. 145. 

t Mpotfauepn, from the authority of Nonnus, Antj'q. Expl. I, part ii, 2S1, 
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Some fpear-heads, and a brazen celt finely gilt. This embellifhment of the lad in¬ 
timates, that the inftruments of that fort were not for mechanic ufes, but probably the 
heads of javelins or enfign flaffs*. 

In the fame colleftion is an iron whip, a mod cruel inftrument of punifiiment among 
the Romansf. The handle is fliort j the lafh, a chain dividing into three parts, with 
a bullet at the end of each- Thele bullets were fometimes of lead, fometimes of J cop- 
per. Whips of this kind are often feen in paintings of martyrdoms. It is lingular, 
that the Europeans found among the natives of Bengal this claflical fcourge, or one 
nearly refembling it: the bullets in the Indian chawbuc, or whip, being affixed to 
thongs inftead of chains. 

The great church, divided into four places of worlhip ; and St. Giles's, with its 
tower terminated by a crown of flone, built by a Milne, anceflor of a celebrated race 
of architects, grace part of the llreet below the Parliament-clofe. 

Ihe Trone church is remarkable for its fine Ionic front. 

Here are four chapels for the ufe of the proteflants of the church of England. The 
new one, when completed, will be a 1110ft elegant building, and the front adorned with 
a beautiful portico, lupported by fix Doric pillars, with iiiitable finffiiing. Over the 
altar is an afcenfion by Mr. R unciman, and here are befides four other paintings by 
the fame gentleman. Thefe, with a fine organ, are comfortable proofs of the mo¬ 
deration-that at prefent reigns in the church of Scotland, which a few years ago would 
have looked with horror on thefe innocent decorations, and never have permitted to 
others what they did not approve. Perhaps the difapprobation ftill continues; then 
how far more meritorious is this toleration ! 

At the bottom of Canon-gate Hands the magnificent palace of Holyrood-houfe, once 
an abby of canons regular of St. Augufiine, founded by David I. in 1128, and dedi¬ 
cated to the holy-crofs. This was the richeftof the religious houfes in North Britain, 
the annual revenue, at the Reformation, amounting to two thoufand nine hundred 
and twenty-fix pounds Scots befides numbers of rents in kind. In 1547, it was 
almofl ruined by the Regent Duke of Somerfet, who totally uncovered it, and took 
away with him the lead and bells. 

That beautiful piece of Gothic archite&ure, the chapel, is now a ruin, the roof 
having fallen in. It was fitted up in a moll elegant manner by James VII. At the 
end was a throne for the fovereign, and on the fides twelve flails for the knights com¬ 
panions of the thifllej but, in 1688, the whole was demolilhed by the fury of the 
mob. 

In the apartments belonging to the Duke of Hamilton, who is hereditary houfe- 
keeper, are feveral curious portraits. Among them, a full length of a tall youth, with 
his hat on a table. It is called that of Henry Darnley, but, by the countenance, I 
Ihould rather imagine it to be that of Henry Prince of Wales ||- 

A head of Janes IV. in black, with ermine; the hair lank and fhort. From the 
great refemblance* to Henry VII. I am tempted to think it the portrait of James V. 
who was defeended from the daughter of Henry. 

Mary Stuart, aged about fifteen ; a half length, flraight and Sender ; large brocade 
Jleeves, fmall ruff, auburn hair. 

A head of Cardinal Beaton, black hair, fmooth face, a red callot. An ambitious, 
cruel, and licentious prieft; fo fuperior to decency, that he publicly married one of his 

* Borlafc, Anti. Cornwall. + Caylus, vii. 21J. J Montfaucon, V. part ii. 24c. 

^ A Scotch pound is twenty pence ; a Scotch mark thirteen pence. 

}| Vide Mr, Gra tiger’s Biography, i. 313, hvo edit. 
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fix natural children to the matter of Crawford, owned her for his daughter and gave 
with Her (in thofe days) the vaR fortune of four thoufand marks, Scots. 

A Hern halt length of John Knox, writing. 

Lord John Belafys, in a red doublet and flafhed fleeves, young and handfome; fon 
of Lord Fauconberg. A perfon, fays the noble hi Ron an, of exemplary induftry and 
courage, who raifed fix regiments for the King’s ferviee, and behaved with great fpirit 
fn feveral engagements at length, being made commander in chief of the forces in 
Yorklhire, at the battle of Selby, funk beneath the fuperior fortune of Sir Thomas 
Fairfax, and was by him taken prifoner. He received great honours at the Reftora. 
tion, and-, lived till the year 1689. 

A fine old portrait, a half length in rich armour. 

Twenty fmall heads, in black lead, of the family of Hamilton and its allies. Very 
neat. 

The life of Hercules, in ten final! pieces, highly finifhed, but with a ftifF outline, like 
the manner of Albert Durer. Iii the back ground are views of FJemifh houfes, fo 
probably thefe were the work of a Flemifli artifl. Perhaps of John de Mabeufe, who 
was in England in the time of Henry VIII. The fet is fuppofed to have been part of 
the collefUon of Sir Peter Lely 

Edward Earl of Jerfey, a nobleman in great truft with King William ; ambaffador to 
France, and fee ret ary of Rate; in the next reign, lord chamberlain, and appointed lord 
privy feal on the day- of his-death, AugufF 11, 1711. 

At Lord Dumnore’s lodgings is a very fine pifture, by Mytens, of Charles I. and his- 
Queen, going to ride, with the iky Ihowering rofes on them. The Queen is painted 
with a love-lock,, and with browner hair and complexion, and younger than any of her 
portraits I’hav-e feen. A black ftands by them holding a grey horfe ; and the celebrated. 
dwarf Jeffery Hutlfon attends, holding a fpaniel in a ftring. Several other dogs are 
fporting around. The little hero in this piece underwent a life of vaft variety. He 
was born the fon of a labourer at Oakham, in 1619 ; at the age of feven he was not; 
eighteen inches high, at which time he was taken into the family of the Duke of Buck¬ 
ingham, at Burleigh on the hill, and had there the honour of being ferved up to table 
in a cold pye, to furprize the court then on a progrefs. On the marriage of Charles 
the Firft, he was promoted to the ferviee of Henrietta ; and was even fo far trufled as 
ter be fent to France to bring over her Majefty’s midwife. In his paflage he was taken. 
by a pirate, and carried into Dunkirk. His captivity gave rife to the Jeoffreidos, a- 
poem, by Sir William Davenant, on his duel in that port with a turkey-cock. His- 
diminutive fize did not prevent his afting in a military capacity, for, during the civil; 
wars, he ferved as captain of horfe. In following the fortunes of his miftrefs into 
France, he unluckily engaged in a quarrel with Mr. Crofts, who came into the field 
armed only with a fquirt; a fecond meeting wasappointed, on horfeback, when Jeffery 
killed his antagonift at the firft ihot. For this he was expelled the court, which fent him 
to fea, when he was again captive to a Turkilh rover, and fold into Barbary. On his 
releafe he was made a captain in the royal navy ; and on the final retreat of Henrietta, 
attended her to France, and remained there till the Reftoration. In 1682, this little 
creature was made of that importance as to be fuppofed to be concerned in the Popiih > 
plot, and was committed to the gate-houfe; where he ended his life, at the age of* 
fixty-three, paffed with all the. confequential activity of a Lilliputian hero f. 

• Walpole’s A need. Painting, i. 50- 

f Vide Fuller, Wright's Rutlandshire, p, 105, and the more entertaining account in Me. Walpole’s 
Anecdotes of Painting, vol, ii, 10. 
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The precincts of this abby, including the park (next to be mentioned) and a fpace 
as far as Duddingflon, is ftill a place of refuge to the unfortunate debtor; and has its 
bailey, who keeps courts, and punifhes offenders within his jurifdi&ion. 

The college, founded by the citizens of Edinburgh, in 1582, in confequence of a 
legacy left in 15158, for that ufeful end, by Robert Reid, bifhop of Orkney, is a very 
mean building. It is built on the fite of the collegiate church of Kirk-of-field, for- 
merly dedicated to St. Mary, and in popifh times fupplied with a provoft and ten pre- 
bends. . 

The mufeum is at prefent totally empty, for fuch has been the negligence of paft 
times, that fcarce a fpecimen of the noble collection depofited in it by Sir Andrew 
Balfour, is to be met with, any more than the great additions made to it by Sir Robert 
Sibbald. 

The feflion, as they term it, of the univerfity of Edinburgh, begins on November t, 
and continues fix months. Soon after the commencement a general day is appointed 
for matriculation, if a form can be fo called, which is annually repeated by each fiu- 
dent, as long as he flays. It was begun in the year 1764., and was looked upon as 
an innovation, intended both to gain a footing for fome authority over the fludents, 
and to raife a fund for the public library. The manner was this: a folemn obligation 
(in Latin) to behave well, to refpeft the authority and interefls of the univerfity, and 
tibey its laws (of which they were allowed to be entirely ignorant) was written in a 
book, and the fludents fubferibed their names underneath in alphabetical order. A 
fum, not lefs than half-a-crown, was at the fame time demanded, for the ufe of the 
library ; in return for which a ticket was given, entitling the bearer to the ufe of books, 
upon depofiting their value in money by way of fecurity. I never heard of the lead 
cognizance taken of the morals and conduct of any fludent, though I believe there are 
a few infiances of cxpulfion for very flagitious crimes. Degrees in phyfic ufed to be 
■conferred like thofe in divinity and law, at the pleafure of the heads, without any ne- 
•ceflity of having fludied either there or at any other univerfity; but, on the laft in¬ 
fiance of this kind, in the year 176 3, or 64, feveral fludents, piqued at a proceeding 
which put on a footing with themfelves perfons whom they thought not entitled to 
academical honours, mutually engaged not to take a degree at Edinburgh. The pro- 
■feffors, alarmed at this refolution, gave an afiurance, that for the future no degree in 
phyfic -fhould be conferred without at Icaft two years ftudying at the place, and at¬ 
tendance upon all the medical claffes. This has been, I believe, rigoroufly adhered to; 
-moreover the examinations, previous to conferring the degree, are faid to ne very 
firifi. By a regulation of a later date, degrees are only granted in the fummer, twice a 
year, during the recefs from bufinefs. The number of medical ftudents are now an¬ 
nually reckoned at about three hundred j a majority of whom, being only defigned for 
the lower branches of the profeflion, flay but one feflion. Every one is at liberty to 
attend what le&ures he choofes, and in what order; except that thofe who mean to 
graduate, muff, during thtir flay, attend all the truly medical ones.. They who have 
leilure and means properly to complete their medical education, feldom ftay lefs than 
three fiflions, and frequently more. I-efturcs in botany, and attendance on the in¬ 
firmary, go forward in the fummer j and a good many of the fludents, efpecialIy thofe 
who come from a drftance, continue at Edinburgh during that feafon. 

This univerfity began to be celebrated for the fludy of medicine about the year 
1720; when a number of gentlemen, natives of this country, and pupils of the ifluf- 
trious Boerhaave, fettled here, and filled the profeflor’s chairs with fuch abilities, as 
ferved to eflahlifh Edinburgh for the feat of inftruthon in the healing art. It was 
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irs peculiar good fortune to have a fucceftion of profellbrs of molt diilinguithed parts, 
which has preferved its fame with undiminiftuxl luftre to the very prefent time. 

Near the college is the Trades- maiden-hofpita 1 , a plain, neat building, with eleven 
windows in front, founded in 170;, by the mechanics of the city, for the maintenance 
of the daughters of their decayed brethren. Mrs. Mary Erfkine (of whom more will 
be mentioned hereafter) contributed largely towards this defign, and had the honour 
of being entitled joint fouodrefe. It maintains, at prefent, fifty-two girls. 

Somewhat farther are two churches under one roof, called the Grey friers. The 
convent belonging to it was founded by James I, for the porpofe of in 11 rutting his 
people in divinity and philofophy, and was laid to have been fo magnificent, that the 
fuperior, who was lent for from Zuric-zee to prefide, at firfl declined accepting it. In 
this church I had the fatisfattion of hearing divine fervice performed by the celebrated 
Dr. Robertfon. It began with a hymn; the minifter then repeated a prayer to a {landing 
congregation, who do not diftratt their attention by bows and compliments to each 
other, like the good people in England* He then gave an excellent comment on a 
portion of Scripture, which is calkd the letture. After this fuccceded another hymn, 
and prayer, the fermisn, a third hymn, and the benedittion. 

Near^ this church is a pleafmg groupe of charitable foundations, the genuine fruits 
of religion. Immediately behind it is the great workhoufe, the receptacle of the poor 
of-the city. When completed, it is to confifl of a centre and two wings, but the laft 
are not yet finiflied. It maintains about fix or feven hundred perfons of all ages ; 
each of whom contribute by their labour to their fupport. Betides thefe^ are about 
two hundred out-penfioners, who have fixpence or a (hilling a week. Near it are three 
other buildings dependent on it ; one for the reception of lunatics, the fecond for the 
fick, the third for a fort of weaving fchool. 

The orpban-hofpital was begun in 1733, under the aufpices of Mr. Andrew Gair- 
diner, and other charitable perfons. At prefent it maintains feventy poor children, 
who weave their own cloaths, and alfift in the whole economy of the houfe. The 
building is very handfotne, and has nine windows in front. 

To t he weft ot this is Herriot’s-hofpital, a magnificent pile of Gothic Grecian arebi- 
tetture, founded by George Herriot, goldfmith and jeweller to Anne of Denmark, 
who left the vaft fum of near forty-four thoufand pounds fterling for the building and 
endowment. It is deftined for the fupport of boys, and maintains at prefent a hun¬ 
dred and three. Within is a handfotne fquare, with the ftatue of the founder. In 
the council-room is his portrait, a half length by Scougal: in his hand arc foiiiejewels; 
for to that branch of his bufinefs he owed his fortune, particularly by the profufion 
bought for the wedding of the princefs of Bohemia. He was member of the Englilh 
parliament; and died, aged 63, in the year 1623. 

In the fame room is a head 6f William Ay tone, mafon, and builder of the hofpital. 
Behind this is another fine foundation, called Watfon’s holpital, a building with 
twenty-one windows in front. 1 he founder owing his rife to the charity of a relation, 
eftablilhed this houTe, for the fupport ot about fixty boys, fons and grandfons ot de¬ 
cayed merchants of Edinburgh. They are educated here, and apprenticed out; and, 
after having ferved their times with credit, and remained after that three years un¬ 
married, receive fifty pounds to let up with. 

The Merchants-maiden-hofpital lies north-call of Watfon’s. It owes its inftitution 
to the merchants of Edinburgh, and the fame Mrs. Mary Erfldne before mentioned, 
for the maintenance of the girls of diftrefled burg dies. It fupports about fixty, who 
vol. in. 3 f appear 
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appear on Sundays in a drefs truly /implex mundiim^ in dark brown gowns, black filk, 
handkerchiefs ? and black filk bonnets. 

The private a£ls of charity are alfo very confiderable. Every Sunday a coilefldon h 
made for the fick and lieceflkous. Such a religious refpedt do the common people 
pay to this fund, that nothing but extreme diftrefs will induce them to apply for re¬ 
lief, It feems to them a fort of facrilege to partake unnecelfarily of a bounty deftined 
for the miferable ; and children will undergo any labour to prevent their parents from 
becoming burthenfome to this parochial flock. 

The New Town is connected to the city by a very beautiful bridge, whole highefi 
arch is ninety-five feet high, and feventy-two feet wide. This bridge is flung over a 
deep glen, once filled with water, and called the North-loch, but at prefent drained* 
To the eafl and to the north of this bridge, is a motley affemblageof churches, metho¬ 
ds meeting, hofpitais, and play-houfe. The old Trinity collegiate church, founded by 
Mary of Gueklres, mother to James HI. is a Gothic pile. Near it is an hofpital, founded 
on the difibiution of the former: it maintains, in a mod comfortable manner, numbers 
of aged per fens of each fex ; for bdldes good diet, they have the luxury of a garden 
and library. 

Leith, the port of Edinburgh, is feated about two miles to the eafl, is now a confider¬ 
able town, divided into two parifhes, called north and fouth Leith, Separated by a river 
of the fame name. The original name was Inverleilh, and is firft mentioned in 1329, 
in a grant of it to the citizens of Edinburgh, under vvhofe jurifdidtion it lies. They ap¬ 
point out of the old magiftrates a baron bailiff, who with the affiflance of other officers 
directs the affairs of the place. It was for fome time the refidence of Mary of Lorrain, 
queen regent, who followed by her court, gave rife to feveral handfome buildings dill 
exifling. The fame princefs, when fhe called in the affiflance of the French, fixed 
their forces here, and caufed it to be fortified, on account of the convenient harbour and 
its vicinity to the capital. Here Mary Stuart landed on her return from France, in 
1561, and in two years after deRroyed the independency of the place, by mortgaging, 
for a great fum of money, the fuperiority of it to the city of Edinburgh *. When 
Henry VIII. propofed the match between his fon Edward and Mary, he followed his 
demand in a manner worthyTo boiflerous a prince. In this rough courtfhip, as it was 
humouroufly flyled, he fent the Earl of Hertford with a numerous army to fecond his 
demand, who burnt both this place and Edinburgh. 

After that it was fortified by the French, and underwent a long fiege the French 
behaved with fpirit, and for a great length of time baffled all the attempts of the Eng- 
lifh, who fupported the lords of the congregation* At length it was yielded on cornpo- 
fition, and the fortification razed. In 1571, it was re-fortified by the Earl of Mor¬ 
ton 5 and in a little lefs than a century afterwards, a citadel was added by general 
Monk, demoliftied on the re floration* 

The harbour is but indifferent; yet by means of a fine pier large veffels lie here 
with feeurity. The fouthern fhore of the Forth is (hallow and fandy; no part between 
Leith and Inch-Keuh Is above ten fathom deep* The north is of a great depth, and 
has a rocky or foul bottom. Oppofite to Kinghorn is a ledge of rocks called theBlae, 
which at a low ebb are only four fathom from the furface* Yet the water deepens to 
fifty fathoms within a ffiip’s length. The pier is a beautiful and much frequented 
walk : and the annual races are on the fands, near low-water mark. It has happened 
often when the heats have been long, that the horfes run belly deep in the flowing 
tide. 


* R‘>bertfon, j.342. 
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The difp roper lion of rain between this and the weftern fide of the kingdom has been 
flrongly exemplified here. Leith lies in a line fixty miles diftant from Greenock. 
Some years ago, when the rope-walk® of both places were uncovered, it was obferved 
that the workmen at the laft were prevented by die wet from working eighty days more 
at Greenock, than at Leith, and only forty days more at Glafgow; fo hidden is the 
abatement of rain, and fo quick is the change of climate, on receding from weft to eaft. 

In my return to Edinburgh, pafied by Reftalrig, the ancient refidence of the Logans. 
The laft pofleffor was accufed .five years after his death) of being concerned in the 
Cowrie confpiracy ‘ and was cited to appear, but proving ‘contumacious, his eftate was 
forfeited, his bones burnt, and his heirs declared infamous. 

On the 21 ft of this month I vifited Hawthornden, the feat of the celebrated hiftorian 
and poet Drummond, about feven mites fouth of Edinburgh. The houfe and a ruined 
caftelet are placed on the brink of a vaft precipice of free-ftone, with the North*Efk 
running in a d^ep den beneath. In the houfe are preferred the portraits of the poet 
and his farher. 

In the front of the rock, juft beneath the houfe, is cut a flight of twenty.feven Heps, 
In the way, a gap, pafTable by a bridge of boards, interrupts the defeent. Thefe fteps 
lead to the entrance of the noted caves, which have been cut with vaft labour out of the 
rock. The defeent into the great chambers is by eight fteps j but, on the fir ft entrance 
on right and left, are two rooms ; that on the right confifts of a gallery, fifteen feet 
long, with a fpace at the end (twelve feet by feven) whofe fidcs are cut into rows of 
fqtiare holes, each nine inches deep, and feems to have been the pigeon-houfe of the 
place, rbere being an entrance cut through the rock. On the left hand is another 
gallery, and through the front of this is a hole, facing the bridge, which feems intended 
as the means to draw in the boards, and fecure the retreat of the inhabitants. In this 
gallery is a little bafon cut in the rock; perhaps a Benitoire. 

The grand apartment faces the door, and is ninety one feet long ; the beginning Is 
twelve feet wide, the reft only five feet eight j the height fix. In a recefs of the broader 
part is a well, fome fathoms deep. Above is cut a funnel, which pierces the roof to 
the day. Near the end of this apartment is a fhort turning, that leads to another gak 
lery, twenty three feet by five, 

Thefe curious holiows have been feppofed by fome to have been the works of the 
Pifls; but to me they feem to have been defigned as an afylilm in troublefome times for 
fome neighbouring inhabitants, in the fame manner as Wetherell cells were for the 
monks of the abbey* It appears by Major*, that the brave Alexander Ramfay, in 1341, 
made thefe caves his refidence for a confiderable time. To himreforted all the gallant 
youth of Scotland; and to him parents fent their fons to be initiated in the art of war. 
From hence he made his excurfions to the EngLHh borders with his pupils ; each inroad 
was to them a lefture for valour and ftratagem, 

Thefe alone attract the attention of ft rangers ; but thefolemn and pifturefque walks 
cut along the fummits, fides, and bottoms of this beautiful den, are much more de¬ 
ferring admiration* The vaft mural fence, formed by the red precipices, the mixture 
of trees, and grotefque figure of many of the rocks, and the frnooth fides of Pentland 
hills, appearing above this wild feenery, are more ftriking objeffis to the contemplative 
mind. 

After crofting the river, and clambering up a lleep hill, difeover on the fummit a 
work of art, not !efs admirable than thofe of nature which we had fo lately quitted, I 

* T)e Gdlis Scotorum, lib. v. c, 1 6* p. 23 5 * 
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mean, the chapel of Roflyn, Rolkelyn *, or the hill in the glen ; a curious piece of 
Goihic architeflnre, founded, in 1446, by William Sr. Clare, prince of Orkney, for a 
provoft, fix prebendaries, and two finging-boys. Theoutlideis ornamented with a mul¬ 
titude of pinnacles, and variety of ludicrous (Sculpture. The infide is fixtv-nine feet long, 
the breadth thirty-four, fupported by two rows of cluttered pillars, between feven and 
eight feet high, with ail aide on each fide. The arches are obtufely Gothic. Thefe arches 
are continued acrofs the fide aifies, but the center of the church is one continued arch, 
elegantly divided into compartments, and finely fculptured. The capitals of the pillars 
are enriched with foliage, and variety of figures ; and, amidft a heavenly concert, appears 
a cherubim blowing the ancient Highland bagpipe. In fhorc, in all parrs is a profufion 
Jo exqnifite, as feerns even to have affefted with refpe& the barbarifm of Knox’s manual 
reformers, fo as to induce them to fpare this beautiful and venerable pile. 

In a deep den far beneath, amidft wooded eminences, are tne ruins of the caftle, fixed 
on a peninfuiatcd rock, acceffible by a bridge of (lupendous height. This had been 
the feat of the great name of Sinclair. Of t his bouie was Oliver, favourite of James V. 
and the innocent caufe of the lofs of the battle of Solway Mofs, by the hatred of the 
nobility to his preferred command. He lived in poverty to give a fine lefflbn of the 
uncertainty of profperity to the pride of the worthlefs Arran, minion ro James VI. 
appearing before the infolent favourite, in the garb of adverfity, repeating only thefe 
words, “ I am Oliver Sinclair. 1 ’ 

Kear this place, the Englifti, under John da Segrave, regent of Scotland, in i ^02, 
received three defeats in one day from the Scots, under John Cummin and Simon 
leaser. 

In my return, vifit St. Catherine’s well, noted for the Petroleum fw:mining on the 
Fumce. A little farther^ to the left, is a noted camp of an oval form. 

re tu:ning into this city, I called at Mr. Braid wood’s academy of dumb and deaf. 
1 Ins extraordinary profdiur had under his care a number of young perfons, who had 
received the I lomethlan lieat, the divine inflatus ; but from the unhappy conltruQJon 
of their Organs, were (till they had received his taftritflions) denied the power of 
utterance. Every idea was locked up, or appeared but in their eves, or at their finger 
em.., ii 1 leu mailer inlii ucled them in arts unknown to us, who have the faculty of 
hearing. Apprehenfipu reaches us by the grofler fejafe. They fee our words, and our 
uttered thoughts become to them vifibie. Our ideas exprefled in fpgech (trike their 
e.jrsm vain : their eyes receive them as they part from our lips. They conceive by in¬ 
tuition, and fpeak by imitation. Mr. Braidwood firft teaches them the letters and their 
powers ; and the ideas of words written, beginning with the moll fimnle. The art of 
fpeakmg istatcen from the motion of his lips ; his words being uttered flowly and dif- 
tinccly* 1 nenr aniwers are flow and iomewhat harfh. 

When I entered the room, and found myfelf furrounded with numbers of human 
forms 10 oddly arcumfianced, I felt a fort of anxiety, fiich as I might be fuppofed to 
. “ ad 1 been environed by another order of beings. I was faon relieved by beinf 
introduced to a mod angelic young creature, of about the. age of thirteen. She ho¬ 
noured tne with her new acquired converfation; but I may truly fay, that I could 
fcarcely bear the power of her piercing eyes; file looked me through and through. 

' °° fat f fied me r tll2t was 311 a pt Scholar, She readily apprehended all [ laid, 

and returned me anfwers with the utmoft facility. She read; (he wrote well. Her 
reamng was not by rote, She could clothe the fame thoughts in a new fet of words, 

mmutc accouut of tllls chape], 115 carvings, &c. are in a little hook, printed by Mr. William Autd, 
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and never vary from the original fenfe* I have forgot the book (he took up, or the 
feutences fhe made a new verfion of \ but the effect was as follows : 


Original paffage. 

Lord Bacon has divided the whole of human know¬ 
ledge into ftitWy, poetry, and phalofophv. which 
are referred to die three powers ut the mind, me¬ 
mory, imagination, and rcaftm *• 


Verfion, 

A nobleman has parted the total or all of man*s 
ftudyv or under Handing, into an account of the life 
manners, religion* and cu(loros of any people or 
cr tin try ; vei fe or metre; moral or natural knowledge; 
which arc pointed to tht three faculties of the foul 
or fpirit; the faculties of remembtrMg what is pall, 
thought or conception* and right judgment* 


I left Mr* Braidwood and his pupils with the fotisfa&ion which mod refult from a re* 
Section on the utility of his art, and the merit of his labours : who, after receiving un¬ 
der his care a Being that feemed to be merely endowed with a human form, could pro¬ 
duce the dlv'ma farticula mtr&, latent, and, but for his ikill, condemned to be ever 
latent iu it > and who could m'fore a child to its glad parents with a capacity o! exert¬ 
ing its rational powers, by expreffive founds of duty, love, and affection* 

Before I quit Edinburgh, 1 mull: mention that it is the firfl royal burgh in Scotland ^ 
is governed by a provolt, who has the addition of lord, fburdrailies,.and a dean of guild ; 
who did me the diilinguilhed honour of conferring on me its freedom, after an elegant 
entertainment at the houfe of the Right Honourable John Dairy m pie. Lord Pro volt. 

1 refer the reader to the Appendix for a lift of the manufactures in and about this 
great city* If the mention of fcveral may be thought too minute, it mult be conlidered, 
how many even of the neceSaries of life were wanting in North-Britain, till the rifing 
induflry of the age determined that this country' fhould fupply its own deficiencies. In 
the time of James VI. how deplorable vv;«s its trade ! for, as old Hackluyt £ngs, it even 
imported its wheel-barrows and cart-wheels i 


And ili^ 1 cola bene charged knownen at the eye, 

Out *>f Handers with It He mercer it** 

And great plentsc hafce'ftfMlkrt; ware 
And half her ihippes with cai\-*vheelea bare, 

A;H wiifi baiTuwciJ arc laden ag with fubllance : 

Titus molt nde an." i;i her c h e.vifance 

But notwithftanding the prefect progrefs that Scotland has made in the ufeful arts, it 
mult flop at a certain point, proportiuate to its wealth and population, which Band thus 
ill refpect to England : when ihe land tax is at two {hillings in the pound, Scotland 
pays 23977b os- yd. and England 994960b os* 4^. that is, Id's than the proportion of 
1 to 41* The landed property of the former is 1,coo,000b per annum ; of the latter 
i6jpOQ,ooob But if the wealth in moveables is added, the difference will be as 1 to 20. 
In rd'pcdt to numbers of people, England has 8,000,000; Scotland only 2,000,000* 
Sept. 26. Leave Edinburgh. Ride through Dalkeith, and have the pleafure of pafs- 
ing the day with Sir John Dalrymple* at Craniton cattle. The country good,.full of corn, 
and decked with numbers of fmall woods. Difpofe of the morning by vifiring the cattles 
of Crichton and Borchwick. The firlt is Tea ted on the edge of a bank, above a graffy 
glen. W as once the habitation of the chancellor Crichton, joint guardian with the Earl of 


* This was read fincc, by another young lady; but that which I heard was not kfs difficult nor lefs 
faithfully translated, 

f Cull. Voyagcsj L 887. * 
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Caliendar, of James II. a powerful and fpirited ttatefman in that turbulent a te, and the 
advifer of the bold but bloody deeds again ft the too potent Doughties; fa&s excufable 
onlv by the plea of neceffitv of ftate. D,uring the life of Crichton, it was beficged, 
taken, and levelled to the ground, by William Earl of Douglas, after a fiege of nine 
months*. 

It was rebuilt,- and fome part, which appears more modern than the reft, with much 
elegance. The front of one fide of the court is very hand fome, ornamented with 
diamond-lhaped facets, and the foffits of the ftaircafe beautifully carved ; the cafes of 
feme of the windows adorned with rofettes, and twilled cordage. The dungeon, called 
the Mafmore, is a deep hole with a narrow mouth. Tradition fays, that a perfon of 
fome rank in the country was lowered into it for irreverently palling this caitie, with¬ 
out paying his refpefts to. the great owner. 

The parifh church had been collegiate; founded in 1449, by the chancellor, with 
the content of his fon, for a proved, nine prebendaries, and two finging-boys, out of 
the rents of Crichton and Lockerwort. 

About a mile farther is Borthwick caflle, feated on a know! in the midft of a pretty 
vale, bounded by hills covered with com and woods; a moll picturefque feene It 
confifts of avail fquare tower ninety feet high, with fquare and round baitions at equal 
diftances from its bafe. The ftate rooms are on the firlt ftory, once acredible by a 
draw-bridge. Some of the apartments were very large, the hal: ft rty f t long, and 
had its rnuftc gallery, the roof lofty, and once adorned with paintings. i be caft'.e was 
built by a Lord Borthwick, once a potent family. In the vault : 'es one of the name, 
in armour, and a little bonnet, with his lady by him. On the ft e re numbers of little 
elegant human figures. The place was once the property of th * Earl of Both who 
a little before the battle of Carberry-hill, took refuge here ritii his fair confort f. 

Lodge at a good inn at Blacklhields; a village, as I was informed, lying in a portion 
of Haddingtonfhire, furrounded by Lothian. 

Sept. 27. After crofting a rivulet enter the {hire of Berwick. Afcend Sou try- hill, 
from whence is a fine view of the firth of Forth, the county of Fife, the Bafs ille, and 
the rich county of Eaft Lothian immediately beneath us. This advantageous fituatiun 
made it a noted beacon, which caufed it to be particularly noticed in the old Scotch 
laws on that account j. Crofs a tedious dreary moor, 2nd defeend into Lauderdale; 
a long narrow bottom, uninclofed, and deftitute of wood, but abundant in corn. Reach 
Lauder, a finall town, noted {or an infolent act of juftiee done by the nobility on the 
utpftart favourites of James III. Cochran a mafon, created Earl of Mar, Hommil a tay- 
lor, Leonard a fmith, Rogers a mulician, and Torfifan a fencing-mafter, directing all 
his councils. The nobility affembled here with their vafl’als, in obedience to his Ma¬ 
le! ty’s fummons, in order to repel a foreign invafion; but took this opportunity to 
free themfelves from thofe wretched minifters. They met in the church to confult 
the necefiary meafures, and while they were in debate, Cochran, deputed by the King, 
knocked at the door, to demand the caufe of their affembly. His attendance, and his 
drefs, as deferibed by Lindefay, are moft deferiptive of the fellow's arrogance, “ who 
was weft accompanied with a band of men of war, to the number of three hundred 
light axes, all clad in white livery, and black bends thereon, that they might be known 
for Cochran the Earl of Mar’s men. Himl'elf was clad in a riding-pie of black velvet, 
with a great chain of gold about his neck, to the value of five hundred crowns ; and 
four blowing horns, with both the ends of gold and filk, fet with precious ftones. His 

* Lives of the Doogtaffes, 169. J Critical Enquiry, &c. 3d ed. *89. 

X oktue's Attvs, p. 34. 12ih pari James II. 
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horn was tipped with fine gold at every end* and a precious ft one, called a berry 1* 
hanging in the mid ft. This Cochran had his heumont born before him over-gilt with 
gold, and fo were all the reft of his horns ; and ail his pallions were of fine canvas of 
filk, and the cords thereof of fine twined filk, and the chains upon his pallions were 
double over-gilt with gold V* He was feized, thus equipped, his chain and his horns 
torn from him, and, with his’comrades, hanged over a bridge (now demolifhed) in fight 
of the King and the whole army* 

Near the town is Thirleftane caftle, a fingular old houfe of the Earl of Lauderdale* 
The front filial l, bounded on each fide with a great round tower, capt with dated 
cones. The infide had been heavily ftuccoed by the Duke of Lauderdale, one of the 
noted cabal in the time of Charles II. His portrait, by Lely, is to be feen here ; a 
much more advantageous one than that by the noble hiftorian, who paints him C{£ info- 
lent, imperious, flattering, diffembling, had courage enough not to fall, where it was 
abfolutely lieeefiary, and no impediment of honour to reftrain him from doing any 
thing that might gratify any of his paftionsfP’ 

After riding two miles through a long tra£t of coarfe flieep-walks, turn out of the 
great road, and enter the fhire of Roxburgh. 

Pais by Threepwood, infamous in former days for mofs-troopers ; defcend into a 
little vale, anti fee feme ruined towers at Colmilie and Hilflap; afeend again, and foon 
after fall into a pretty valley wooded and watered by the Gala; and at a houfe of 
the fame name receive every civility from its owner, John Scott, Efq. We have no\V 
crofted the water, and are in the county of Selkirk, or the foreft of Etrick, which 
was formerly referved by the Scottfth princes for the pleafure of the chace, and 
where they had Email tioufes for the reception of their train. One in Gala Shields, the 
adjoining village, ftill keeps the name of Hunteris Hall. 

This country is fupported chiefly by the breed of fheep, which fell from eight to 
twelve pounds a fcore. They are generally fold into the foutli, but fometimes into the 
Highlands, about the month of March, where they are kept during fummer; and, 
after being improved by the mountain-grafs, are returned into the Lowlands the be¬ 
ginning of winter. The uftral weight of a wether is from thirteen to eighteen pounds 
of twenty-two ounces per quarter. The fleece lias been of iate much improved by 
the ufe of oil and butter, inftead of tar; and the wool, which once was fold at five 
fhillingsand fixpence, now fells for ten fhillings per ftone of twenty four pounds. 

The fheep inhabit the hills, but the ground is fo indifferent that an acre will maintain 
but one. A flieep farm of fifteen hundred acres is fet for eighty pounds. Numbers 
of cattle are reared here ; and much cheefe and bin ter made, but the laft very bad in 
general, and ufed chiefly for greaiing the fheep. The Dorfetlhire breed has been in¬ 
troduced here, but, in this northern climate, in two or three years they tale their pro¬ 
lific nature* 

I am uncertain whether a cuftom that prevails a little north of Go Id ft ream, does not 
extend alfo to thefe parts. About Duns, the fair fpinfters give much of their leilure 
time to the fpinning of blankets for their wedding portion. On the nuptial night, the 
whole flock ot virgin induftry is placed on the bod. A friend o i mine has, on fuch 
an occafion, counted not fewer than ten, thick and heavy* Was the Penelope who 
owned them forfaken by her Ulyfies, flic never could complain, like die Grecian, 
ipoufe. 


Non ego defmo jacutiTem frigid a left a 1 
* P. 78. folio ed, j- IIL 24* 
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About a mile weft of Gala Shields are very evident veftiges of the great ditch called 
the Cat rail, which is twenty-five feet wide, bounded on each fide by a great rampart. 
It has been traced twenty two miles ; pafl’es four miles weft of Hawick, up Docluch- 
hill, by Fairnyfide-hill and Skelfe-hill, acrofs Ellen water, afcends Carriage-hill, and 
goes by the Maiden Paps, reaches Pear fell on the Dead-water, on the borders of 
Northumberland, and from thence may be traced beyond Langholme, pointing to¬ 
wards Cannon (by, on the river Elk. On leveral parts of irs courfe are flrong round 
forts, well forti ied with ditches and ramparts, fame even exceeding in ftrength thofe of 
the Romans. Whether it ever reached farther north than Gala has not be^n dif- 
covered, but the tradition is, that it .extended from fea to fea. Mr. Gordon, the only 
antiquary that has explored it, traces it no farther ; but has obferved the chain of 
forts towards call Lothian, It is probable, that is was caft up by the inhabitants of the 
country north-weft of it, as a protection again ft the inroads of invaders ; but who they 
were, or what was the date of the work, are difficulties not to be determined- from 
hiftorical authority. 

Sept. 2d. Continue my journey for a time along a fertile bottom, and, near 
the junction (the lad in this place,) of the Gala and the Tweed, a fine river, again 
enter the (hire of Roxburgh. 

All the country is open, and much of it full of corn. Here the farmers injudicioufly 
cut np the fides of the hills, and fpoil their fine flieep-walks to get a little late and bad 
corn. 

At a place called Bridgend flood, till within thefe few years, a large pier*, the re¬ 
maining one of four, which formed here a large bridge over the Tweed. In it was a 
gateway large enough for a carriage to pafs through, and over that a room, twenty-feveri 
feet by fifteen, the refidence of the perfon who took the tolls. This bridge was not 
formed with arches, but with great planks laid from pier to pier. It is laid that it was 
built by David I. in order to afford a pafiage to his abby of Melros, which he had 
newly tranflated from its ancient fire; and alfo to facilitate the journies of the devout 
to the four great pilgrimages of Scotland, viz. Scone, Dundee, Paifiey, and Melros. 

Crofs the new bridge, pafs by Darn wick, atid foon after by Skinner or Skirmiflnhill, 
noted in 1526 for a fray between the Ear! of Angus and the family of the Scotts, under 
their laird, Scort of Bucdeugh. Angus had poffeffion of the perfon of James V. then 
in his minority ; and ufed his power with fo little moderation, as to make the young 
prince defirous of being releafed. The power of the Douglnffes was often an over¬ 
match for the regal. Such was the cafe at prefect ; James therefore was obliged to 
apply to Buccleugb, a potent borderer, to attempt his deliverance. That Lord, in order 
to bring His Majefty within the limits of his eft ate, encouraged all kinds of exceffes* 
among hie people. This brought the King, attended bv Angus, to fupprefs their de¬ 
predations. Buccleugb appeared with his powers ; a fkirmilh begun, the Scotts were 
defeated, and James was for a time obliged to fubmir to the tyrarfHy of his keeper. 

At a final! diftaoee lie the elegant remains of the abby of Melros, founded in 1136, 
by David L, as thefe jingling lines import: 

Anna mHleno centeno, ter qnnqtic denn, 

£t fexto Cbrrili, Meirofe, tundata fuilli, 

David peopled it with Ciftertians, brought from Rlvale abby, in Yorkfhire, and 
dedicated it to the Virgin Mary. At the Reformation, Janies Douglas was appointed 

# Communicated to me by a gentleman whr> remember the pier, now deroclidtcd. Mr. Gordon baa 
fngravea \*bai remained in bis time, in bis 64th plate. 
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commendator 5 who took down much of the building in order to ufe the materials in 
building a large houfe for himfelf* which is ftill ftanding, and dated 1590* Nothing is 
left of the abbey, excepting a part of the cloifter walls, elegantly carved \ but the rains of 
the church are of molt uncommon beauty ; part is at prefent ufed for divine fervice, 
the reft uncovered; but every part does great honour to the architect, whofe memory 
is preferved on the walls in thefe uncouth lines : > 

John Mur do fum tym call ft was I? 

And born m ParyfTe certainly ; 

And had in kepyiug all mafom wcrlc. 

Of Sanfcirnifoys, the hye kirk 
OF Glafgn T Melros, and Palftay, 

Of Nyddyfdayl, and of Galway, 

Pray to God and Mary barth, 

Andfv?6eC St* John keep this haly kirk fromikaitli. 

The fouth fide and the eaft window are elegant paft defeription ; the windows lofty, 
the tracery light, yet ftrong. The church had been in form of a crofs, and of consi¬ 
derable dimenfions; the pillars cluftered ; their capitals enriched with mofl beautiful 
foliage of vine leaves and grapes. A window at the north end of the tranfept is a mofl; 
rich rofe quatre-foil. The work of the outfide is done with uncommon delicacy and 
cunning. The fpires or pinnacles that grace the roof; the brackets and niches that, 
till 16411, were adorned with ftatues, are matchlefs performances. But what the fury 
of the dilciples of Knox had fpared, the (tupid zeal of covenanting bigots deflroyed. 
In times long prior to thefe it had felt the rage of impious invaders. In 1322, the 
baffled Edward II. vented his rage on the abbies of Melrofs and Dryburgh. Richard II. 
was not more merciful to it; and in the reign of Henry VIII., in 1544, two of his 
captains, violating the remains of the Douglaffes, felt the fpeedy refeutment of their 
descendant, Archibald Earl of Angus, in the battle of Ancrum-moor. 

The fide of the weft end of the church, which remains (landing, is divided into five 
chapels, once probably belonging to private families.; for (befides Alexander II., who 
lay below the great altar) it was the place of interment of the Douglaffes, and other 
potent families. James Earl of Douglas, flam at the battle of Otterbourn, was depo- 
fited here with all the pomp that either the military or the religious profeflion could 
beftow. Here too lies the Lord of Liddefdale, the flower of chivalry, who fell an affaf- 
fmated vi£linri to the jealoufy of William 1 . Earl of Douglas. His eulogy ftyles him 
“ terrible and fearefull in arms; meek, milde, and gentle in peace ; the fcourge of 
England, and fure buckler and wall of Scotland, whom neither hard fucceffe could 
make flack, nor profperous floathfull *.*’ 

The firnation of this religious houfe is remarkably pleafant, feated near the Tweed, 
and (haded with woods, above whofe fummits foar the venerable ruins, and the tricapi- 
tated top of Eldon hill. On one of the heads is a Roman camp. I have fince been 
informed of others, with military ways, to be traced in various places, 

Pats by Newfted, and Red-abby-ftead, a houfe belonging once to the knights Tem¬ 
plars f. Proceed to Old Melros, now reduced to a fingie houfe, on a lofty promontory, 
peninfulated by the Tweed ; a mofl beautiful feene, the banks lofty and wooded, varied 
with perpendicular rocks, jutting like buttreffes from top to bottom. This was the file 
of the ancient abbey of Cuidees, mentioned by Bede to have exifled in 664, in the reign 
of the Saxon Ofwy. This place was as celebrated for the auflerities of Driclhelmus, a3 

• Life of the Douglaffes, 78. 

■f Mentiuocd iii the Defoliation of the Farifh of Metros, p. 7, unnoticed by Keith. 
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ever Finfchal was for thofe of St. Godric. The firft was reftored to life after being dead 
for an entire night. During that fpace he paffed through purgatory and hell, had the 
beatific vifion, and got very near to the confines of heaven. His angelic guide gave 
him an ufeful leflon on the efficacy of prayer, alms, fading, and particularly maffes of 
holy men; infallible means to relieve the fouls of friends and relations from the place 

of torment*. „ _ , 

The deferiptions which Bede has given of the feats of mifery and blifs are very poe¬ 
tical. He paints purgatory as a valley of a flupendous length, breadth, and depth: one 
fide filled by furious {forms of hail and fnow; the other with lambent, inextinguifhable 
fiames. In thefe the fouls of the deceafed alternately experienced the extremes of heat 
and cold. Both Shakefpeare and Milton make ufe of the fame idea: the firft in his 
beautiful defeription of the ftate of the dead in Meafure for Meafure : 

Ay 1 but to die and go we know not where; 

To lie in cold obftrudion, and to rot; 

This fenfiblewarm motion to become 
A kneaded clod ; and the delighted fpirlt 
To bathe in fiery floods, or to relide 
In thrilling regions of thick-ribbed ice ; 

To be imprifoi/d in the vicwlefs winds. 

And blown with reftlefs violence about 
The pendent world ! 


Milton’s thought is dreffed only in different words: 


At certain revolutions all the damr^d 
Are brought; and feel by turns the bitter change 
Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce ; 

From beds of raging fire to ftarve m ice 
Their foft ethereal heat- 

Crofs the Tweed at Dryburgh boat, and re-enter the fhire of Berwick. On the nor¬ 
thern fide, in the deep gloom of wood, are the remains of the abbey of Dryburgh, 
founded by Hugh Morville, conftable of Scotland, in the time of David I., and Beatrix 
de Campo Bello his wife. There are fcarce any reliques of the church, but much of 
the convent, the refeftory, fupported by two pillars, feveral vaults, and other offices; 
part of the cloifter walls, and a fine radiated window of ftone-work. Thefe remains are 
not inelegant, but are unadorned. This was inhabited by Prasmonftratenfian monks, 
who ftyled the Irilh abbies of Drain la croix and Woodbum their daughters!. At the 
Reformation James VI. beftowed Dryburgh on Henry Erfkine, fecond fon of the Earl 
of Mar, whofe houfe as commendator isftill inhabited. 

Continue the ride through a fine country full of gentle rifings, covered with corn, 
and refembling Picardy. Keep ftill in fight of the Tweed, whofe banks, adorned with 
hanging woods, and variety of beautiful borders, well merit the apoftrophe of the old 
fong : 

How fweet are the banks of the Tweed ! s 

Pafs oppofite to a round tower, called Little Den, placed on a clift above the river* 
once a border-houfe of the Kers. Crofs the river at another ferry. Pafs by Ruther¬ 
ford, where Robert III. founded an hofpital, dedicated to Mary Magdalene, and be¬ 
ftowed it on the abbey of Jedburgh, which was to maintain here a prieft to pray for his 
foul, and thofe of his anceftors, kings of Scotland 


% Bede, lib. v, c, 12, p, 19C* 


f Monafticon Hibmticum, 140, 14!* 


% Keith, 292. 
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Again enter the county of Roxburgh, and foon after fee, on a high cliff above the 
water, a fmall Roman camp, with two deep foffes on the land fide, and not far diftant an 
exploratory mount. The view grows more piaurefque; the river bounded by lofty., 
cliffs, cloathed with trees ; and on a rifing a little beyond appear the great woods ot 
Fleurus, and the houfe in front, the feat of the Duke of Roxburgh. 

Pafe beneath the fite of the once potent cable of Roxburgh, feated on a vaft and lofty 
knowl, of an oblong form, fuddenly rifing out of the plain, near the junftion of the 
Tweed and the Tiviot. On the north and weft it had been derended by a great fofc. 
Thefouth impends over the Tiviot, fome of whofe waters were diverted in former times 
into the caftle ditch, by a dam obliquely croffing the ftream, and whofe remains are 
ftiil vifible. A few fragments of walls are all that exift of this mighty hrengtn, the 
whole area being filled with trees of confiderable age. At the foot was once ieated a 
town of the fame name, deftroyed by James II. when he undertook the fiege ot the 

caftle, and probably never re built. . ... . 

The ancient name of the caftle was Marchidun, Marchmont, or the hill on the 
marches *. The name of the founder eludes my enquiry. The fir ft mention I hud 
of it is in 1132 1 , when a treaty was concluded here on the part of King Stephen, by 
Thurftan, archbiihop of York, between him and David I. In 117 j, after William the 
Lion was taken prifoner near the caftle of Alnwick> Roxburgh and four others or the 
ftrongeft in Scotland were delivered to Henry II., as fecuritifs for doing homage (on 
his releafe) for the crown of Scotland They were reftorcd to the Scots by ms fuc- 
ceflbr. In 1296 it was taken by Edward L § In 1342, the year in which David Bruce 
returned from France, this fort refs was re ft or ed to his crown by the valour of Alexaii- 
der Ram fay, who was appointed governor; an honour he enjoyed but a fhort time, 
being furprifed by the envious Douglas, and ftarved to death in the caftle of Hermi¬ 
tage lu The Scots loft this fortrefs in the reign of Edward III., who twice celebrated 
his birth-day in it^f. It was put into the hands of Lord Henry Percy, after the defeat 
and captivity of David, at the battle of NeviPs-crofs «. But ft* moft dilhngmihed 
fiege was that in 1560, fatal to James IL, a wife and gallant prince, who was flam by 
the burfting of one of his own cannons, A large holly, inclofed with a wall, inarms the 
ipot. His queen, Mary of Gueldres, carried on the attack with vigour, took and totally 

demolished it. , . „ _ - . 

We have feen before the misfortunes that attended the firft of this ill-fated name. 
JamesI. fell by the hands of affaflins at Perth : his fucceffor met at this place, mthe 
height of profperity, with a violent death. James III. was murdered by his rebellious 
fubieds, after the battle near Bannockbourn- James IV. loft his life in Hodden field. 
James V. died of a broken heart, on the defeat at Solway; and the fate of his unhappy 
daughter, Marv Stuart, is unknown to none. In her foil, James VI., ad veil lty remitted 
for a time the perfecution of the race; but refumed it with double fury againlt his iuc- 
ceffor Charles. His fon experienced a long feries of misfortunes ; and the bigotted 
James fuffered the puniflunent of his infatuation, and tranfmitted to his on spring exile 
and feclufion from the throne of their anceftors, . 

Pafsby an inclofure called the Friery, the fite of a houfe of I' rancifcans, belonging to 
Roxburgh. Ford the Tiviot, which gives the name of Tiviot-dale to all the fine countt j 
from Melros to this place, not with Handing it is walhed by the l weed; fo that theold 
fong, with propriety, calls its inhabitants 


* Camden. 

§ Waliingham 


f Hotinflicd, Hilt. Scot. >8j. + Lord Ljttleton’a Henry H. 8»o, v. s Jo. Majoiyijy. 
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All pkafatit men of Tiriotdalc, 

Fall by the river Tweedr 

Have here a moft charming view of Kelfo, its ancient church, Mr* Dickfon’s pretty 
houfe, and the elegant bridge of fix arches over the Tweed, near its junction with the 
Tiviot, On eroding it enter that neat place built much after the maimer of a Flemifh 
tow£, with a fquare and town-houfe. It contains about twenty-feven hundred fouls, 
has a very confiderable market, and great quantities of corn are fold here weekly by 
fample. The parifit church is dark feme and inconvenient, being part of that belonging 
to the abbey ; but a new one is building, in an octagonal form, eighty-two feet in dia¬ 
meter, flipper ted by a circle of pillars. 

The abbey of Tyronenfians was a vaft pile, and to judge by the remains, of venerable 
magnificence. The walls are ornamented with falfe round arches, interfering each 
other. Such interfe£Hons form a true Gothic arch, and may as probably have given 
rile to that mode, as the arched fbatles of avenues. The fteeple of the church is a vait 
tower. This houfe was founded by David I. when Earl of Cumberland* Me firft 
placed it at Selkirk, then removed it to Roxburgh, and finally, when he came to the 
crown, fixed it here in j 128. Its revenues were in money above two thoufand a year 
Scots. 1 he abbot was allowed to wear a mitre and pontifical robes ; to be exempt from 
epifcopal juriidiftion, and permitted to be prefent at all general councils. 

The environs of. Kelfo are very fine; the lands confift of gentle rifmgs, inclofed with 
hedges, and extremely fertile. They have much reafon to boaft of their profpe£ts. 
From the Ghalkheughis a fine view of the forks of the rivers, Roxburgh hill, Sir James 
Douglas’s neat feat, and at a diftance Fleurs ; and from Pinnacle hill is feen a vaft ex¬ 
tent of country, highly cultivated, watered with long reaches of the Tweed* well wooded 
on each margin, Thefe borderers ventured on cultivation much earlier than thofe on the 
weft or eait, and have made great progrefs in every fpecies of rural oeconomy. Turnips 
and cabbages, for the ufe of cattle, cover many large trafts; and potatoes appear in 
vaft fields. Much wheat is raifed in the neighbourhood* part of which is fent up the 
firth of Forth, and part into England. 

r Ihe fleeces here are very fine, and fell from twelve to fourteen fhillings theflone, of 
twenty-four pounds; and the picked kind from eighteen to twenty. The wool is fen£ 
Into Yorklhire, to Linlithgow, or into Aberdeenftire, for the Hocking manufacture; 
and feme is woven here into a cloth called plains, and fold into England to be dreffed* 
Here is alfo a confiderable manufacture of white leather, chiefly to fupply the capital of 
Scotland. 

From what I can collect, the country is greatly depopulated. In the reign of 
Janus VI,, or a little before the union, it is faid that this county could fend out fifteen 
thoufand fighting men ; at prefent st could not raife three thoufand. But plundering 
in thofe times was the trade of the borderers, which might occafion the multitude of 
inhabitants, 

I cannot leave Kelfo without regretting my not arriving there in time to fee the races, 
which had been the preceding week. Thefe are founded, not on the fordid principles 
of gaming, of diftiparion, or fraud, but on the beautiful bafis of benevolence, and with 
the amiable view of conciliating the affections of two nations, where the good and the 
bad, common to every place, are only divided by a rill fcarcely to be diftinguilhed; 
but prejudice for a time could find no merit but within its own narrow bourne. Some 
enlarged minds, however, determined to break the fafeination of erroneous opinion, to 
mix with their fellow-fubjefts, and to inflruft both the great vulgar and the frnall, that 
the northern and fouthern borders of the Tweed created in their inhabitants but a mere 

difference 
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difference without a diftinftion, and that virtue and good fenfe were equally common to 
both. At thefe races the Rewards are felected from each nation ; a Percy and a Douglas 
may now be Teen hand in hand j the example of charity fpreads, and may it fpread, with 
all its fweet influences, to the remote!! corner of our ifland! 

What pleafing times to thofe that may be brought in contrail! when every houfe 
was made defen fible, and each owner garrifoned againft his neighbour; when revenge 
at one time dictated an inroad, and neceffity at another; when the miftrefs of a caftle 
has prefented her fons with their fpurs to remind them that her larder was empty j and 
that by a forray they mufl; fupply it at the expence of the borderers; when every even¬ 
ing the Iheep were taken from the hills, and the cattle from their pafture, to be fecured 
in the lower floor from robbers prowling like wolves for prey j and the difappointed 
thief" found all in fafety, from the fears of the cautious owner. The following Ample 
lines give a true picture of the times: 

Then Johnic Armftrong- to Willie *gan fay, 

Bfilie, a riding then will we: 

England and us have been long at feud. 

Perhaps we may hit on fome bootie. 

Then theyVe come on to Hutton-ha. 

They rade that proper place about ; 

But the laird he was the wifer man. 

For he had leit na gcir without,. 

Thefe were the exploits of petty robbers; but when princes dictated an inroad, the 
confequences bore a proportion to their rank. An Armftrong might drive away a few 
Iheep; but when an Henry direfts invafion, 192 towns, towers, ftedes, barnekyns, 
churches, and baftel-houfes are burnt ; 403 Scots flain, 8t6 taken prifoners; 10316 
cattle, 12492 Iheep, 1296 nags and geldings, 200 goats, 200 bolls of corn, and infight 
geare without meafure, carried off. Such were the fucceffes during four months of the 
year 1544*. 

Crols the river, turn almofl due eaft, and after a ride of three or four miles find my* 
felf at the extremity of the kingdom. I look back to the north, and with a grateful 
mind acknowledge every benefit I received from the remoteft of the Hebrides to the 
prefent fpot; whether I think of the hofpirality of the rich, or the efforts of unblameable 
poverty, draining every nerve to accommodate me, amidft dreary hills, and ungenial 
ikies. The little accidents of diet, or of lodgings, affe£l not me : I look farther than 
the mere differences of living, or of cultoms; to the good heart, and extenfive benevo¬ 
lence, which foftens every hardship, and turns into delicacies the groffelt fare. My 
conftitution never yet was difpofed to apathy ; for which I can claim no merit, but am 
thankful to the author of my frame, fince ** I feel not in myfelf thofe common antipa¬ 
thies that 1 can difcover in others: thofe national repugnancies do not touch me, nor 
do I behold with prejudice the French, Italian, Spaniard, or Dutch, much more my 
fellow-fubjefts, howfoever remotely placed from me. But where I find their ailions 
in balance with my countrymen’s, 1 honour, love, and embrace them in fome degree* 

I was bom in the eighth climate, but feem to be framed and conflellated unto all: all 
places, all airs, make unto me one country; 1 am in England every where, and under 
every meridian +.’* 

Crofs an infignificant rill, called Riding-burn, and enter Northumberland. 

• Haynt’s State Papers, 43 to 51. f Religi'o Medici, p. 33. 
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Pafs through Carbarn, a village, on the fouthern banks of the Tweed. Here was a 
houfe of black canons, a ceil to that of Kirkham, in Yorklhire, It was burnt in 1296 
by the Scots, under Wallace, who gives name to this day to an adjacent field. See a 
fragment of Warkcaftle, once the. property of the Roffes, originally granted by Henry 
Iil> to Robert, fon of the Baron of Helmfly. It pafled afterwards into the family of 
the Greys, who took their title from the place. After the union of the two kingdoms, 
by the acceffion of Janies I., Lord Grey’s eftate rofe from one thoufand to feven or eight 
thoufand pounds a year t; fo inftantly did thefe parts experience the benefit. 

It was often attacked by the Scots, and in 1296 was taken and burnt by them. The 
love of a Robert deRofs for a fair Scot occafioned this misfortune. He betrayed it to 
his northern neighbours, and then joined the famous Wallace J. In 1383 it was again 
burnt by the Scots 5 ; but after the battle ofFlodden, the garrifon revenged its former 
difgrace by cutting off numbers of the fugitives. 

Leave behind us, on the northern fide of the Tweed, Coldftream, the head-quarters 
of-General Monk; from whence he marched to reftore monarchy to his diflreffed 
country. On the fouthern fide .is Cornhill, noted for its fine Roman camp ||, which we 
pafled unwittingly on the left. This town lies in a large detached part of Durham, fur- 
rounded by Northumberland. 

All this country is open, deflitute of trees, and aluioft even of hedges ; for hedges 
are in their infancy in thefe parts, as it is not above feven or eight years fince they have 
been introduced. The land is fertile, fwells into gentle rifings, and is rich in corn. It 
is miferably depopulated; a few great farm-houfes and hamlets appear rarely fcattered 
over the vaft traits. There are few farms of lefs value than one hundred and fifty 
pounds a year; they are generally three, four, or five hundred ; and I heard of one, 
pofleffed by a fingle family, that even reached twenty-five hundred : in this was a fingle 
field of three thoufand acres, and which took fix hundred bolls of feed-wheat, of fix 
Winchefter bufhels each. A humour fatal to the commonwealth prevails over many 
parts of the north, of flinging numbers of fmall tenements into a large one, in order to 
fave the expence of building; or perhaps to avoid the multiplicity of receipts, lay a 
whole country into a fheep-walk. Thefe devour poor men’s houfes, and expel the 
ancient inhabitants from their fire-fides, to leek their bread in a ftrange land. I have 
heard of a chara&er (I have forgot the fpot it curfes) that is too barbarous and infamous 
to be overlooked ; which has fo little feeling as to depopulate a village of two hundred 
fouls, and to level their houfes to the ground ; to deftroy eight or ten farm-houfes on 
an eftate of a thoufand a year, for the fake of turning almoft the whole into a fheep- 
walk. There he lives, and there may he long live his own tormentor! detefting, de- 
tefted by, all mankind! Wark and Learmouth, once confiderable places, are now 
fcarcely inhabited : the laft, formerly a great market-town, is now reduced to a fingle 
farm-houfe. The inhabitants have long fince been difperfed, forced to exchange the 
wholefonie, the vigorous, the innocent lives of the rural oeconomifts, for the liokly 
Ihort-lived employs of manufacturers in Birmingham, and other great towns, where 
difeafe, and often corrupted morals, caufe double the confumpiion of people as would 
happen, were they permitted to enjoy their ancients feats. The want of labourers be¬ 
gins to be fenfibly felt. As a proof, they are retained by the year; and policy dictates 
to their employers, the affording them good wages: each has his cottage, a piece of 
j.and, gratis, and a Ihilling a day in fuminer, and ten-pence in winter. I call this good 

* Lugd,Vic’s Jiaron. i. 354. -j- Life of Lord Keeper Guildford, 133. \ Dugd ale’s Baron, i. 554. 

.'§.Holin.h«k voi. iii. .,44. || Wailis’s Northumberland, ii. 461. 
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pay in a country which ought to be very cheap; if not, what are the fine effeCts of the 
great improvements? The Spectator fpeaks much of the delerts of the man that rai-es 
two efrrs of corn where one grew before. But who will point out the man who has the 
foul to make his pour brethren feel the happy eiFeCt of his art ? I believe, that at prc- 
fent there are numbers who have raifed ten for one that were known a few years ago. 
It would be natural to fuppofe, that plenty would introduce cheapnefs ; but till the pro¬ 
vidential plenty of the prefent year, corn was exactly double the value of what it was 
fourteen years pail. Yet the plenty of money has not been found doubled by the poor 
manufacturer or labourer. The land-owner in the north has taken full care,of himfelf. 
A farm of 751. per annum, twenty years ago, has been lately let for 365!-, another of 
230I., will be foon fet for xoool. per annum. An effate was bought in 1759, for 
6800)., it confilted of 1560 acres, of which 750 have been fold for 8400I. And all 
thefe improvements refult from the unprincipled and iniquitous notion of making the 
buyer of the produce pay not only to latisfy the demand of the landlord, but to enable 
the farmer to make a princely fortune, and to live with a luxury the fhame of the 
times. They have loft the refpeftable character of the old Englhh yeomanry, by too 
dofe an imitation of the extravagant follies of their betters. 

The oxen of thefe parts are very fine ; a pair has been fold for fijfty-five pounds. 
The weight of one was a hundred and fixty-eight ftones. The mountain flieep are fold 
for half-a-guinea apiece; the lowland ewes for a guinea; the wethers for a guinea and 
a half: the belt wool from fixteen to eighteen fhillings the ftone, of twenty-three pounds 
and a halfBut to purfue our journey,: 

Obferve on the right feveral very regular terraces cut on the face of a hill. They are 
moft exactly formed, a little railed in the middle, like a fine walk, and about twenty 
feet broad, and of a very confiderable length. In fome places were three, in others five 
flights, placed one above the other, terminating exactly in a line at each end, and moft 
precifely fmifhed. I am told, that fuch tiers of terraces are not uncommon in thefe 
parts, where they are called baulks. Mr. Wallis conjeSures them to be places for the 
militia to arrange themfelves on in time of war, that they might {hew theinfelves to ad¬ 
vantage thus placed rank above rank *. Mr. Gordon describes feveral which he faw in 
Scotland, which he conjectures to have been Roman, and formed for itinerary encamp¬ 
ments!; in my opinion a lefs fatisfaClory account. It appears more reafonable, that 
they were defigned for what Mr. Wallis imagines, as nothing could more highly gra¬ 
tify the pride of a chieftain’s heart, in this warlike country, than to review, at one 
glance, his vaffals placed fo advantageoufly for that purpofe. 

Reach the village of Palinfburne, and finding neither provifion for man or horfe, 
have recourfe to the hofpitality of John Alkew, Efq.; of Palinfburne-Hall, where all 
our wants were relieved in the amplefl manner. From his houfe we vifited Flodden 
hill, celebrated in hiftory for the greateft lofs the Scots every fuftained. Here in 1313, 
encamped James IV. in his ill-advifed invafion of England. According to the cuflora of 
the dine, every chieftain had his feparate camp, whofe veftiges are apparent to this day. 
Infatuated with the love of Lady Heron, of Ford, a neighbouring caftle f, he wafted his 
days in inactivity, and fulfered the fair Dalilah to vifit the Earl of Surry, the general of 
his enemy, under pretence of receiving from her intelligence of his motions. She be¬ 
trayed her credulous lover, whofe anny dwindled by delay, of which clans were always 
impatient. The enemy unexpectedly appeared before him ; he would neither permit a 

* Hitt. Northumberland, ii. 70. t Itinerary, 114, 115. 
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retreat, nor fuffer his gallant matter of artillery to annoy them in their paffage over the 
Till *. Surry cut off his paffage into Scotland, and brought on the engagement, that 
the devoted prince fo much wiflied for: it raged chiefly near Brankfton. The Scots 
formed a ring round their monarch, and he fell with many wounds, fur rounded by the 
dead bodies of his faithful nobility. Not a great houfe in Scotland but lamented the 
lofs of its chieftain or near relation. The body of the king was enbalmed, cered and 
wrapped in lead ; and prefented with the King’s gauntlet to Queen Catherine, then at 
the palace at Richmond. After excommunication was taken off (on reprefentation 
that he gave figns of repentance t in his laft moments) he was interred in the abbey at 
Shene. On the diffolution, the body was flung with great indecency into a lumber 
room, where it continued till the reign of Queen Elizabeth, where Stow fays he faw it. 
Some workmen wantonly cut off the head ; which was preserved for fome time by one 
Younge, matter glazier to her Majcfty, who tired with it, gave it to the fexton of St. 
Michael’s church, Wood-ttreet, to be buried among'the vulgar bones of the charnel 
houfe J. Such pofthumous refpedl do the reliques of princes receive! The Scots pre¬ 
tend that his body was never found, and that which was taken for it by the Englifh, 
was that of one of his nobility; for many on that fatal day drefled themfelves in the 
fame habit. They alledge, that the body found was not furrounded with the penitential 
chain § ; but it is poffible, as Mr. Guthrie imagines, that lign of remorfe for his par¬ 
ricide was only worn on certain days. His fword and dagger are novo in the Heralds 
office, prefented by the victorious earl j|. 

OGober ill. Pafs near Ford cattle, now the feat of Sir John Delaval, poffeffed in 
the reign of Henry III. by Odonel de Ford; and by the marriage of his daughter to 
"William Heron, paffed into that family : from them to the Carrs; from the Carrs to 
the prefent owner. 

Crofs Millefield plain, a flat of five miles extent j obferve on one part a circular 
camp, with a Angle fofs and dike ; and oppofite to it, a fmall fquare entrenchment. 
At the village of Millefield is faid to have been the refidence of the Kings of Bernicia 
after Edwin On the right is Copeland cattle ; a fquare tower, formerly the feat of 
the Wallaces, but in our time transferred to the Ogles, by purchafe. Crols the Glen, 
a fmall river, hut honoured with baptizing in its waters a multitude of Northumbrians, 
who were converted by Paulinus, after King Edwin had embraced the faith : the refi¬ 
dence of him and his queen being at that time at Adigefrin, the neighbouring Yever- 

■ingtt. 

Pafs by Humbledon hill, where, in 1407. the Scots under Archibald, Earl of Doug¬ 
las, received a fignal defeat by the Engliih, commanded by Henry Percy, furnamed Hot- 
fpur, in which Douglas was taken priibncr. On the hill are fome marks of entrench¬ 
ments, which the Scots flung up before the battle* The face of this hill is alfo di¬ 
vided by multitudes of terraces, refembling thofe above defcribed* 

Ride throug Wooler, a fmall town. Obferve feverat of the people wear the bonnet, 
the laft remains of the Englilh drefs’in the reigns of Edward VI. and Mary, The hills 
on the right approach very near us, and the country rifes on bath fides, and forms a 
mixture of corn-land and Iheep-walk- On the weft appear the Cheviot hills, fmooth 
and verdant* Among them is laid the fcene of the battle of Chevy-chace, in the cele¬ 
brated ballad of that name. Not with ftanding there is nothing but ballad authority for 

• Lindefay, 11&. f Fcedera, xirt. p. 3^5, if Stop's London, 4to, 539* 

§ L-i tide fay, 96. i *7, r ?8. |j Lambed Hilt Flodden, frontifpiece, 

«r Dugdalf, Baron, i. 730, * * Caimkn, it. 1097. WsUia,ii. ff Bede v lib, 11, c* 13* p. £5* 
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it, yet it is highly probably that fuch an a&ion might have happened between two rival 
chieftains, jealous of the invafion of their hunting-grounds. The limits of the king¬ 
doms were then unfettled ; and even at this time, there are debateable lands amidft 
thefe very hills. The poet has ufed a licence in his defcriptiori of the fight, and mixed 
in it fome events of the battle of Otterbourne, for neither a Percy nor a Douglafs fell in 
thiswoful hunting. 

T um three miles to the fouth-eaft to vifit Chillingham caille, the ancient property of 
the Greys, afterwards Lords of Werk, now of the Earl of Tankerville. The prefent 
building is large, and of no greater antiquity than the time of James I. Here are num¬ 
bers of portraits, almoft entirely mifnamed. In the hall is the picture of a toad, faid to 
have been found in the centre of the (tone it is painted on ; and beneath are thefe lines: 

Heus Stagynta, 

Tuo fl vdis quid mirabilms Eunpo* 

Uuc venrlo. 

FluatJt, rcfluantque maria, et fit Lunalictis 
Qul fuo triviam fpoifat honore : 

En tlbi novi quid, quod non port at Africa, 

Nec fabulotk Nilus arenis, 

Ignem, fUmmamque puram* 

Aura tamen vkaK cafTam ! 

Cceco e recefifu fciffi, quod vicks, 

Obiletriecs lucem Lit ko torn! dedere Manus 
Vivo Eufoui* 

In the park are between thirty and forty wild cattle, of the fame kind with thofe de- 
feribed at Drumlanrig. 

Pafs over a dreary country, chiefly a fheep walk, open, and without trees ; crofs the 
Till, a fmall river, and on Hegely moor fee the oCtagonal fliaft of Percy’s crofs, on 
vvhofe broader Tides are carved the arms of the family, cvefents and pikes. This was 
ere£ted in memory of Sir Ralph Percy, who was fiain here, in 1463, in battle between 
the partizans of the houfe of Lancafter, and Lord Montacute. Lord Hungerford, and 
the other leaders, fled at the firfl onfet; he, with the fpirit of a Percy, kept his ground, 
and died, confiding himfelf, that he had “ faved the bird in his breailmeaning, that 
he had preferved his allegiance to Henry, never reflecting, as the unglozing hif- 
torians * of old times remark, that he had abandoned that unhappy prince in his great- 
eft neceffity, and fubmitted to his rival, Edward. 

Near this crofs get on an ancient military road, uncalled the Watling-ftreet, which 
runs north into Scotland, and fouth to Corbridge: The northern part is better known 
by the name of the Devil's dike: but as there is not a fingle ftation on it, from the place 
it unites with the genuine Roman way near Beuclay, it may be fuppofed to have been 
the works of the Saxons, there being variety of little fortreffes near its courfe. 

After a few miles riding, fall into the vale of Whittingham, inclofed with hedges of 
ancient Handing. Leave, on the right, the conic hill of Gianton-Pike, a noted beacon. 
Again crofs the Till, at this place called the Bremifh. Ride through Whittingham, a 
little town, 0:1 the Ain, (here a little ftream,) and, paffing over part of the black and 
difmal Rimfide moor, lie at a neat inn, called the Half-way houfe. 

Oftober 2. Defcend into a cultivated narrow vale : reach the fmall town of Roth- 
bury, feated on the Coquet, which, below the town, runs through a large extent of flat 
free-ftoue rock, in a flit about forty feet long and five wide, through which the 
ftream rulhes with great violence, and has worn multitudes of thofe circular bafons 
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called the Giant’s-pots. This manor belonged to the Claverings j a name taken from 
a place in Eflex, but their fir ft lettlement was in this county. In the reign of Kingj 
John, one of them, diftinguifhed by the name of Fitz-Roger, obtained a grant of this 
manor, with the woods belonging ; but his majefty referved to himfelf the liberty of 
hunting in them. But the laft of the family refigning it to the crown, it was re-granted 
to the Percies, by Edward III. * 

Crofs the Coquet, on a bridge of four arches; afcend a deep hill, and arrive in a 
woodlefs, hedgelefs, and uncultivated country, which continues for fome miles; the 
inclofures either banks or Rone walls. Reach Camhoe, a row of neat houfes on an 
eminence, where the country mends, and trees and hedges appear. Mr. Wallis f fays, 
it fignifies the fort on the hill, and that in the reign of Henry III. it belonged to Sir 
Robert de Camhoe, high-flieriff of the county. 

Below it is Wallington; a good houfe, belonging to Sir Walter Blacket, whole 
anceftor purchafed it from the unfortunate Sir John Fenwick, beheaded in 1696, in 
whofe family it had been from the reign of Henry IV. After a few miles pafs by Swin¬ 
burne caftle, croffing a little north of it, the true Watling-ftreet way, which runs into 
the fhire of Roxburgh. At Chollerton, we crofs the Erring, a fmall ftream, falling juft 
below into the north Tyne, a beautiful river, with Hoping banks, finely cultivated. At 
a fmall diftance fouth of Chollerton, crofs the fite of Adrian’s dike, and Severus’s wall, 
oppofite to Walwick, the ancient Cilurnum ; a Ration on the weR bank of the Tyne. 
Here was Rationed the body of horfe, or ala fecunda Ajtorum , as appears by a fepulchral 
Rone, figured by Horfely J. Several other monumental infcriptions have been found 
there, preferved by the fame author. This wall, which is commonly known by the name 
of the Pi£is wall, croffes the ifland from fea to fea, beginning at Boulnefs § : on the Solway 
firth, and ending in a fort at Coufin’s-houfe near the village of WaIPs-end, the old 
Segedunum, near the mouth of the Tyne, a few miles eaR of Pons iElii, or NewcaRle. 
The whole length of this vail work was fixty-eighth miles and three furlongs ||; the 
height, in the time of Bede^f, twelve feet, exclufive perhaps of parapet. The thick- 
nefs, from feven to nine feet. It was guarded by a multitude of towers, generally within 
lefs than a mile diftant from each other; all of them fixty-tix feet fquare. Between every 
two of thefe towers were four exploratory turrets, only four yards lquare : asthefe were 
within call, centinels were placed in them to give an alarm. Befides thefe were feventeen 
Rations, at about four miles diRance from each other. Thefe are known by names Rich as 
Cilurnnm, Procolkia, and the like. A military way was made by Severus, at the fame 
lime with his wall, and ran from turret to turret, and was regularly paved **. 

More to aflift my own memory, than to inform the reader, l may be permitted to 
name, in order of time, the number of walls or defences, formed by the Romans, or 
repaired by them, in order to keep our northern fellow-fubjefts within bounds. The 
firR was the chain of forts, made by Agricola, from the firth of Forth to that of Clyde, 
in the year 81, to proteft his conqtiefls from the incurfions of the Caledonians ; and, 
as Tacitus exprefles it, to remove them, as it were, into another ifland. 

The fecond was the vallum, or dike, flung up by Adrian, in the year 1 a 1 . Spartiantf 
bears witnefs to this ; who informs us, that Adrian vifited Britain, reformed many 
things, and made a wall eighty miles long, to feparate the barbarians from the Romans. 

* Dugdale’s Baronage, i. ic6, 109. f IT. 526. % Northumberland, No. xsiv, 

§ Vide Voyage to the Hebrides. Horfely, J2I. 

^ Part is yet tolerably entire near Laneeroft abbey In Cumberland* Horfely 118. 

\\ Vit. Adriani, c. 
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This was made of earth and ftones. It terminated on the weftern fide of the kingdom, 
at Axelodunum, or Brugh, on the Solway fands, and was fuppofed to have reached no 
farther than Pons iElii/ or Newcaftle, on the eaftern. But by an account I very re¬ 
cently * received from Mr. Robert Harrifon of that town, I find it extended oil tins fide 
as far as the wall of Severus. A broken ftone has lately been difcovered at WallVend, 
with this mfcription: 

IIADR 

MUR: COND 
HOC. MARM. 

POS: COS 3 . D. 

The third was alfo of earth, made in the year 138, by Lollius Urbicus, lieutenant 
to Antoninus, who recovering the country, once conquered by Agricola, built another 
turf-wall + on the boundary left by that great general, and removed the Caledonians 
farther from the Roman province. This is proved not only by Capitolinus, but by 
the inicriptions from the ftations in the courfe of it. 

The fourth in the year 2 to, by Severus, as above defcribed. Notwithltandmg his 
hiftorian vaunts, that this emperor penetrated to the remotell parts of the ifland, he 
feemed to judge it prudent to reduce its limits to the vallum of Adrian. 

If we may credit Nennius, Carafius, in 290, repaired the wall of Severus, and forti¬ 
fied it with feven towers. A work feemingly needlefs, as it was before fo well fupplied 
with forts. It feems as if Nennius confounded the wall of Antonine with that of Se¬ 
verus, for immediately after mentioning the laft, he fpeaks of Pengual, and the river 
Cluth. The firft, being Kinniel, near the end of Antonine’s wall, on the firth of Forth; 
and the Cluth, the Clyde, where it terminates on the weftern coaft J. 

Theodofius, in 367, after driving the crowds of Scotti, Attacotti, and other barbarous 
invaders out of the Roman province, repaired the boundary, built new forts, and called 
the parts he had recovered, Valentia, in honour of the Emperor Valens §. 

The provincial Britons, after they were relieved from their diftreffes, by the affid:- 
ance of a Roman legion, in 426, once more repaired the wall of Antonine with turf J|, 
being too ignorant to effeft it in any other manner. And, finally, by the advice of 
Galifo, and the help of a legion under his command, the wall of Severus wasreftored ; 
a poor fecurity to the degenerate Britons after the retreat of the Romans. 

Proceed by the village of Wall, and from a riling ground have a fine view of the 
river, now enlarged by the waters of the South Tyne. Pafs by Hermitage, the houfe 
of the late Dr. Jurin, the celebrated natural philofopher. In ancient times St. John of 
Beverley made the adjacent woods his retreat from the world, which gave name to the 
place. Ford the river; the beautiful bridge, lately finilhed, having been fwept away by 
the floods. Enter 

Hexam, the Haguftald of Bede, and Hextoldelham of the Saxons. Till the 33d 
of Henry VIII. it was called a county palatine, but at that period was ftripped of its 
power. In ancient times it was a manor belonging to the fee of York, whole prelates 
had here a regality and great powers. Their liberties were affirmed to them by the 
King’s council in parliament, in the 21ft of Edward I., and by a claufe in the 13th of 
Edward HI. had jura regalia, and the right of levying tenths and fifteenths. The 

» Auguft. 177;. f Capitolinus, Vit. Anton. Pii.c v. 

% Hid. Br. c. xix. I am indebted to Mr. Harrifon of Newcaftle for the ftrifiure on Nennius. 

4 A mmianus Marcellimis, lib xxvi. c. 4. lib. xxviii. c, 3. 

Jj Giidai, c. 11. Bede, lib. i. c. 12. 1 j Gildas, c-14. Bede, fib. i. c. 12. 
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parifh wss r.lfo called Ilexamfnire, having, till the 14 of Queen Elizabeth, been a. d;f- 
tinft fhire; but in that year was united with the county of Northumberland. 

The town is ancient, finely feated on the fouthern banks, confining of about five 
thoufand inhabitants, whofe chief mannfafture is that of fhoes and gloves, and it alfo 
carries on a confiderable trade in tanning. But Hexham, like many other places, inuft 
vaunt of the glory of pad times : in that of the Romans, it was probably a ftation, if 
one may judge from the half-defaced inferiptions on certain lloaes that antiquaries have 
di (covered worked up in the walls of the vaults of the church * ; the mod curious of 
which is that inferibed with the name of the Emperor Lucius Septimius Sevcrus. 
.Antiquaries for a time univerfally agreed, that this place was the Axelodunum of the 
Notitia ; but Mr. Horfely, with much reafon, removes it to Burgh, and conjectures 
that Hexham might have been the Epiac'um of Ptolemy t- 

Very early in the Saxon time it grew diftinguiftied by its ecclefiaftical fplendor, 
Hexham and the adjacent country were part of the crown-lands of the kings of Nor¬ 
thumberland, and fettled by king Egfrid, as dower on his queen Ethelreda. Wilfrid 
bifhop of York, obtained from the king a grant of it j and here prevailed on him to 
found a biflioprick, which faw but feven prelates, being overthrown in the Danifli wars, 
about the year 821. But the magnificence of the church and monaltery, founded here 
in 674, by Wilfrid, is fpoken of in the higheft terms by ancient writers. They cele¬ 
brate the variety of the buildings, the columns, the ornamental carvings, the oratories, 
and the crypts ; they alfo relate the pains he was at to obtain artifts of the greateft (kill 
from different parts both at home and abroad. They mention the richnefs of covers 
for the altars, the gilding of the walls with gold and filver, and the noble library, col- 
hfted with amazing induftry : in few words, fay they, there was not fuch a church to 
be found on this fide of the Alps. As this place differed greatly by the barbarity of 
the Danes, there is no veftige of the ancient church. The prefent building, which, 
when entire, was large and beautiful, is probably the work of Thomas the fecond arch- 
bifhop of York, to which fee it had been given by Iicnry I. The prelate, (truck with the 
defolation of the place, eftabliflied here in m3 a convent of canons regular of Au- 
guftines. The architecture is mixed ; has much Gothic, and a little Saxon, and, in 
one part, the narrow {harp-arched windows, all which began to be in ufe about that 
reign. The tower is large, and in the centre ; the church having been in form of a 
Greek crofs ; but the weft end was quite demoliflied by the Scots in 1296. The town 
was alfo plundered by David II. in 1346, but faved from the flames, as he intended it 
as a magazine for provifions. 

The inlkle is fupported by cindered pillars, with Gothic arches; the gallery above 
opens with Saxon arches, including in each two of the pointed kind. On the wooden 
fkreen before the choir is painted the dance of death ; in each piece the meagre monfter 
is feizing a chara&er of every rank. Many other paintings, now much inj ured by time, 
adorned this part. Beneath the dance on a molding are twelve fquare pieces of wood - 
(originally there were fourteen) on each is elegantly cut in relief and gilt, a certain 
capital letter, and in every one a pretty cypher of other letters, which may be thus 
read. tl Orate pro anima Domini Thom: S. Prior hujus ecckjim qui fecit hoc 
opm.” The letters in italics are to fupply the parts, and are conjeftural to fupply the 
fenfe. 7 
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The tomb of Alfwald I. king of Northumberland, affafiinated in y 88, by Sigga one 
of bis nobles, is (hewn beneath an arch, at the fouth end of the north eaft aifle. 

An Umfravil lies recumbent, crofs-legg’d, the privilege of Croifaders. On 
his fliield are the arms of the family, who were great benefactors to this abby. 
Here is alfo another knight, with the fame mark of holy zeal, mifcalled the Duke of 
Somerfet, beheaded here in 1643. But the arms of the fhield, three gerbes, fhew that 
the deceafed was not a Beaufort, who quartered the arms of England and France. 

In the choir is a beautiful oratory, of (lone below and wood above, moil exquifitely 
■carved, now converted into a pew. Near that is the tomb of a Religious, probably a 
prior. Above, in a fliield, are, in Saxon characters, the letters R. L, thefe being m 
many parts of the building, are probably the initials of fome of the pious benefa&ors j 
and about the fides are feveral molt ridiculous figures, the product of the fportive 
chiifel of the fculptor: an ape fitting on a (tone with, its hand to its mouth j a deformed 
figure in a clofe hood with a pendent taffel, and a hare, or Tome other animal, in his 
bofom, and other monltrous engravings of no meaning or moment *. Againft a pillar 
is a ridiculous figure of a barefooted man, with a great dub, perhaps a pilgrim. 

Here is preferved the famous fridftol, or ftool of peace; for whofoever took poffef. 
fion of it was fore of remiffton f. This place had the privilege of a fanftuary, which 
was not merely confined to the church, but extended a mile four ways j, and the 
limits each way marked by a crofs. Heavy penalties were levied on thofe who dared 
to violate this fan&uary, by feizing on any criminal within the preferibed bounds ; but 
if they prefumed to take him out of the ftool §, the offence was not redeemable by 
any fum; it was efteemed botolofs, beyond the power of pecuniary amends; and the 
offenders were left to the utmoft feverityof the church, and fuffered excommunication, 
in old times the nioft terrible of punifhments. 

Part of the monaftery ftill remains habitable. It was granted, on the diffolution to 
Sir Reginald Carnaby ; afterwards paffed to the Fenwicks, and laftly to the Blackets. 
The convent gate is entire, and conftfts of a fine round arch. This is evidently of a 
much older date than any of the prefent remains of the convent. It is of Saxon archi¬ 
tecture, and perhaps part of the labours of the great Wilfrid. , 

The town-houfe is built over an antient gate ; beyond that is an old fquare tower, 
of three floors. The loweft has beneath it two dreadful dungeons, which, in this thievi/h 
neighbourhood, before the accefllon, were feldom untenanted. 

The little rivulet Hexold, which runs by the town, would not merit mention, if it 
did not give name to the place. 

Oct. 4. Proceed eatlward. About three miles from Hexham, crofs the Divil, on a 
bridge of two arches. On an eminence is a fquare tower, peeping piCturefquely above 
the trees. This was part of the eftate of the unfortunate Earl of Derwentwater, now 
veiled in Greenwich Hofpital. On the banks of this river was fought, in 1463, the 
bloody battle of Hexham, between the Lancaftrians and Yorkiits, in which the fir ft 
were defeated. T he meek Henry fled with fo great precipitation as to lofe his abacock, 
or cap let with jewels, which was carried to his rival at York. His faithful cOnibrt 
Margaret betook her lei f, with the infant prince, to a neighbouring foreft, where fhe 

* Since the publication of ir.y fii.ft edition I procured drawing's of thefe figures which I overlooked wht# 

I was at Hexham, and took the account of them by mifit, formation. On fight uf the drawings 1 at once 
faw that they were no more than what I mention above 

■J- In the milliter at Beverley 13 a ftool oi this klnd,.cailnl by the fame name, and (Jellifiedfor the fame life. 

4 Stevens’s Coot in. Dugdale, ii. 135. 

Richard of Hexham, as rptotcJ by Stately, Hill. Ch. 17j. 
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was fin-rounded with robbers, and fpoiled of her jewels and rings. The darknefs of 
the night, and a difpute that arofe among the banditti about the divifion of the booty, 
gave her opportunity of making a fecond efcape; but while (he wandered, oppreifed 
with hunger and fatigue, another robber approached with a drawn fword; her fpirit 
now proved her fafety. She advanced towards the man, and prefenting to him the 
young prince, called out to him, “ Here, friend, I commit to you the protection of the 
fon of your King.” The man, perhaps a Lancaftrian, reduced by neceflity to this 
courfe of life, was affefted with her gallant confidence, devoted himfelf to her fervice, 
and concealed his royal charge till he found opportunity of conveying them beyond the 
reach of their enemies. 

Crofs at this place the Watling-ftreer, which runs direftly to Ebchefter, the ancient 
Vindomana; pafs the Tyne, on a bridge of feven arches, near whofe northern end is 
Corbridge, a finall town, but formerly confiderable, for Leland fays, that in his time 
were the names of diverfe ftreets, and great tokens of old foundations. Near Cor- 
bridge is Colchefter, a ftation on the line of the wall, the old Corftopirum ; the Ro¬ 
man way paffes through it, and was continued on the other fhore by a bridge, whofe 
ruins Leland was informed of by the vicar of the parifh. Mr. Horfley acquaints us, 
that even in his time fome vefiiges were to be feen *. A little above is the fmall 
dream of Corve f. Leland, p. 212, of the fecond volume of his ColleCtanea, relates, 
that King John, when he was at Hexham, caufed great fearch to be made after a trea- 
fure, he had heard was hidden here, but to his difappointment found nothing but 
dories, old brafs wire, iron, and lead. Abundance of antiquary treafures have been 
found here fince: among others, an infcription to Marcus Aurelius Antoninus; an¬ 
other commemorating a cohort, that made part of the wall; here is alfo a figure of 
Victory, holding in her hand, 1 think, a flag. But the mod curious antiquities are the 
two Greek infcriptions, and the lilver plate found in the adjacent grounds. The in- 
fcriptions are on two altars. The firft is mentioned, in the former part of this journey ; 
and was erefted by Pulcher to the goddefs Aflarte. The other, in the poffeflion of 
the Duke of Northumberland, is adorned on one fide with a wreath, on the other, with 
an ox's head and a knife ; and ere&ed, as the infcription imports, by the chief prieftefs 
Diodora, to the Tyrian Hercules J. 

The other antiquity, which is alfo in his Grace's cabinet, is of matchlefs beauty and 
rarity: it is a piece of plate, of the weight of a hundred and forty-eight ounces, 
of an oblong form, twenty inches by fifteen §, with a margin enriched with a 
running foliage of vine leaves and grapes. The hollow is about an inch beneath. In 
this is a fine affemblage of deities. Apollo appears firft, Handing at the door of a 
temple, with wreathed pillars, with capitals of the leaves of Acanthus. In one hand is 
his bow, in the other a laurel branch. His feet ftand on a fceptre, and near that his 
lyre refts againft one of the columns. Beneath him is a fun-flower, the emblem of 
Phoebus, and a jjriffin that poets couple to his chariot. 

Ac fi Phoebus adcft, et frenis grypha jugalem 

Riphgea triporias rtptlens dittoiiit ab axe 

Tuncifylvae, &c. Claudiam. ri. Conf. Honorii. 

Vefta fits next to him, veiled and cloathed with a long robe; her back leans againft a 
round pillar, with a globe on the top, and under her the altar, flaming with eternal fire. 

* Itin v 1:2. Ibid. 

J Horfley, Northumberland, p. 246. Archaelogia,-*ol. ii. 92, 98. vol. iii. 324. 

§ This defection is borrowed from the learned Mr, Roger Gale’s account, and the print by Mr. Wi). 
liara Shafto. 
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Ceres (lands next, with her hair turned up, and tied behind; over her forehead a 
leaf, an emblem of vegetation, and in one hand a blunted fpear. Her robe and atti¬ 
tude are elegant. The other hand points to her neck, and paffes through a pendent 
fillet, hanging below her bread. Beneath her feet, and that of the fucceeding 
figure, are two ears, perhaps of corn, but fo ill executed as to leave the matter in 
doubt. 

Minerva is placed with her back to Ceres. Her figure is by no means equivocal: her 
helmet, fpear, fliield, and the heat! of Medula on her bread, fuffidently mark the god- 
defe. Her right hand is lifted up, as if pointing to another figure, that of Diana, 
dreffed and armed for the chace. Her lower garment is (hort, not reaching to her 
kneej over that flows a mantle, falling to the middle of her legs, and hanging gracefully 
over one arm. Her legs dreffed in bulkins; 

Talia fuccirifia pmguntur crura Dfansc 
Cum Itqultur fortes* fortior ipfa feras* 

One hand extends her bow towards Minerva, the other holds an arrow ; between them 
is a tree branching over both of them, with feveral birds perched on it; among them 
that of Jove, immediately over the head of Minerva, perhaps to mark her as the 
daughter of that deity. On the fide next to Diana is an altar, with a fmall globular 
body on it ; probably as my learned antiquary imagines, libamina ex far re, melle ct oko. 

_ One leg of that goddefs is placed over a rock, on whofe fide is an urn, with a co¬ 
pious dream flowing from it. The rock and tree recal into Mr. Gale’s mind, the ad- 
drefs of Horace, to the fame deity : 

Montium cuftas tie morn mque virgo. 

Between the rock and the altar of eternal fire is a greyhound * looking up to her* 
and a dead deer j both belonging to this goddefs of the chace* 

Mr. Gale imagines it to have been one of the lances, or facrificing plates, fo often # 
mentioned by Virgil, on which were placed the leffer victims : 

Doim ferimt, cunmlantquc oneratis kncibus araa. 

Continue our ride by the fide of the Tyne. Reach Bywell, a fmall village, feated 
in a manor of ihe fame name, which Guy de Baliol was inverted with by "William Ru¬ 
fus *, and which Hugh de Baliol held afterwards by the fervice of five knights’ fees, 
and finding thirty foldiers for the defence of Newcaftle upon Tyne, as his anceftors had 
done from their firft poffefiion t- 

Near the village is a handfome modem houfe, the feat of Mr. Fenwick. A little far¬ 
ther is a fquare tower, built by the Nevils, fucceffors to the Baliols, which was forfeited 
by the rebellion of the Earl of Weftmoreland, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. At 
that time it was noted for a manufacture of bits, ftirrups, and buckles, for the ufeof the 
borderers. At the fame time, fuch was the unhappy fituation of the place, that the in¬ 
habitants, through fear of the thieves of Tynedale, were obliged nightly, in fummer 
as well as winter, to bring their cattle and fheep into the ftreet, and to keep watch at 
the end ; and when the enemy approached, to make hue-and-cry to rouze the people 
to fave their property As this was a dangerous county to travel through, the te¬ 
nants of every manor were bound to guard the judge through the precincts, blit no 
farther. Lord chief juft ice North delcribes his attendants with long beards, fhort cloaks, 

* Dugdale’s Baron, i. 523. y Blount’s Ancient Tenures, 14. f Wallis, ii. 148. 
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Ions; balket-hilted broad fwords, hanging from broad belts, and mounted oil little horles, 
fo that their legs and fwords touched the ground at every turning. His lordlhip alfo 
informs us, that the lheriff prefen ted his train with arms, i. e. a dagger, knife, penknife, 
and fork, all together *. 

A little beyond Bywell are the piers of an old bridge. I have been informed that 
workmen have remarked, that thefe piers never had any fpring of arches, the fuper- 
ftrutlure therefore mull have been of wood. Two or three miles farther is the village 
of Ovingham, in which was a celt of three black canons 1', belonging to the mcnaftcry 
of Hexham, founded by Ef mfranvil, baron of Prudhow, the ruins of whofe caftle make 
a fine objefi on the oppofite bank of the river. This family came into England with 
the Conqueror, who bellowed on Robert with the Beard the lordlhip of Riddefdale, to 
be held for ever by the fervice of defending the country againft thieves and wolves with 
the fame fword with which William entered Northumberland J, and the barony of 
Prudhow, by the fervice of two knights fees and a half. Odonel de Umffanvil, in 1174, 
fupported in this cable a liege againfl William I. of Scotland, who was obliged to retire 
from before the place, but probably not without damaging the caftle ; for we find this 
fame Odonel accufed of oppreffing and plundering his neighbours in order to repair 
the roof. It continued in the family till the reign of Henry VI., when on the death of 
the laft it fell by entail to the § Tailboys, a Ihort-lived race; for on the execution of- 
Sir William, alter the battle of Hexham, it became forfeited to the crown. The Duke 
of Northumberland is the prefent owner; his right is derived from the Percies, who 
poffeffed it for l'ome ages (admitting a few interruptions from attainders, to which the 
name was fubjefl:), but from which they had the merit of emerging with Angular 
honour. 

Ride for fome miles along the rail-roads, in which the coal is conveyed over to the 
river, and pafs by numbers of coal-pits. The whole road from Corbridge is the moll 
beautilul imaginable, on the banks of the river, which runs through a narrow vale, in- 
clofed and highly cultivated. In fome parts the borders are compofed of meadows or 
corn fields, flanked by Hopes covered with wood. In others the banks rife luddenly 
above the water, cloathed with Hanging- groves. The country is very populous, and 
feveral pretty feats embellilh the proipefts: the back view to the fouth foon alters to 
barren and black moors, which extend far into Durham, and are, as 1 am informed, 
almoft pathlefs. 

Reach Newburn, a place of note preceding the conqueft. In thefe parts prefided 
Copfi, created by William Earl of Northumberland, after expelling Ofulf, a governor, 
fubftituted by Morcar, the preceding Earl. Ofulf being defeated, and forced into 
woods and delerted, gathered new forces, obliged Copfi to take refuge in the church, 
which he fet on fire, ieized him as he flnmned the flames, and cut off his head ||. 

In the laft century this village was infamous for the defeat oF the Englifh, in 1640, 
by the Scots, who palled through the deep river in the face of our army, drawn on the 
oppofite bank ready to receive them. A panic feized our forces and their commander; 
with this difference, the troops were alhamed of their flight, and wilhed to repair their 
difgrace, and to revenge it on a foe that hardly credited its own fuccefs ; but the timid 
general, uninfluenced by the fame fenfe of honour, never after wards turned his face to 
the enemy 


* Life, of Lord Keeper Guildford, 130, 140- 

X Dugdale’s Baron, i. *04. 5 Idem, 50S. 

n Clarendon, 1. 144. Whitelock, 3^. 
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At this place quit the river, and after afcending a bank, reach the fine road that ex¬ 
tends from Carlifle to Newcaftle, almoft following the courfe of the wall. 

At a mile’s diftance from Newcaftle pafs over the fite of Condercum, the modem 
Benwel, where feveral infcrlptions have been found, preferved in Horfely. The moll 
remarkable is the altar, dedicated to Jupiter Dolichenus, who is fuppofed by antiquaries 
to prefide over iron-mines *. Oppofite to this place the Derwent difcharges itfelf into 
the Tyne. 

Reach Newcaftle, a vafl town, feated on the fteep banks of the coaly Tyne, the Vedra 
of Ptolemy, joined by the bridge to Gatefhead, in Durham, and appears as part of it. 
The lower ftreets and chares, or alleys, are extremely narrow, dirty, and in general 
ill-built; confifting often of brew-houfes, malt-houfes, granaries, warehoufes, and cel¬ 
lars. The keelmen chiefly inhabit the fuburb of Sandgate and the North-fhore, a mu¬ 
tinous race, for which real'oii the town is always garrifoned. In the upper part are 
feveral handfome fl reefs. 

The origin of this place is evidently Roman, like that of many of our great towns 
and cities. This was the Pons ifilii, a ftation on the line of the wall, where the Ro¬ 
mans had a bridge to the oppofite fhore. No altars or infcriptions are extant to prove 
the name ; a great and populous town has covered the ancieift fite, and deftroyed or 
abforbed into it every veilige of antiquity. Some part of the wall, which palled through 
the fpace now occupied by the prefent buildings mull be excepted ; for workmen have 
in the courfe of digging the foundations of new houfes, {truck on parts of it. There 
is alfo Ihewn at Pandon gate the remains of one of the ancient mural towers; and at the 
Carpenter’s tower was another. As old as Pandon gate, is a common proverb in thefe 
parts, which lhews its reputed antiquity. The wall had palTed from the weft, through 
the Vicarage gardens, the Groat market, the north part of St. Nicholas’s church, and 
from thence to Pandon gate. 

After the Romans had defer ted this illand, it is not probable that this ftation ftiould 
be entirely defolated ; but we know nothing relating to it from that period, for fome 
centuries from that great event, befides a bare name, Monk-chefter ; which lhews that 
it was poffeifed by the Saxons, and noted for being the habitation of religious men. 
Thefe proved the viftims to the impious barbarity of fome unknown enemy, who ex¬ 
tirpated throughout thefe parts every houfe of devotion. In all Northumberland there 
was not a monaftery; fo that in 1074, when Aid win, Alfvin, and Remfrid f, made their 
holy vifitation to this place, they fcarcely difcovered even a church Handing, and not a 
trace of the congenial pietiftsthey expected to find. Their deftrudtion mult have been 
early; for the venerable Bede, who died in 735, takes no notice of the place, though 
he mentions Jarrow }, a convent, on the fouthern fide of the Tyne, not remote from 
it. The ruin therefore of the place cannot be attributed to the Danes, whofe firft in- 
vafion did not take place till after the death of that hiftorian. 

It continued an inhabited place in the year 1080, when Robert Conrthofe, fon to 
’William the Conqueror, returning from his expedition againft Scotland, halted here 
with his army, and then built the prefent tower, that goes by his name ; and changed 
at the lame time that of Monk-chefter into Newcaftle, whether from the novelty of the 
building, or in oppofition to fome ancient fortrefs, the work of the Romans or Saxons, 
is not certain. From this time may be dated the importance of the place; fertile ad¬ 
vantage of living in this border country, under the lecurity of a fortrefs, foon caufed a 

* Horfely, 209* f HoUinfhecf, m. p. n, 
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refort of people. If it is true that David I. (who was pofleffed of it as'Earl of Northum¬ 
berland) founded here two monafteries and a nunnery *, it was a place of note before 
the year 1153, the time of that prince’s death. 

The walls of Newcaftle are pretty entire, with ramparts of earth within, and a fofs 
without. Leland f informs us, that they were begun in the reign of Edward I., and 
completed in that of Edward III.- He afcribes the origin to the misfortune of a rich 
citizen, who was taken prifoner by the Scots out of the middle of the town. On his 
redemption, he endeavoured to prevent for the future a fimilar difafter; for he imme¬ 
diately began to fecure his native place by a wall; and, by his example, the reft of the 
merchants promoted the work; and it appears that in 19 Edward I. they obtained the 
royal licence for fo falutary an end J. The circuit of the walls are rather more than 
two miles ; but at prefent there are very confiderabie buildings on their outfides. All 
the principal towers are round : there are generally two machecollated towers between 
every two, which project a little over the wail. 

Robert’s tower" was of great ftrength, fqiiare, and furrounded with two walls; the 
height eighty-two feet; the fquare on the outfide fixty-two by fifty-four; the walls 
thirteen feet thick, with galleries gained out of them : within was a chapel. Not long 
after the building it was befieged, on the rebellion of Robert Mowbray againft William 
Rufus §, and taken. The town was taken by treachery by the Scots in 1135, or the 
firft year of King Stephen, nor was it reftored to the Englifh before 1156, when, at 
Chefter, Malcolm IV. ceded to Henry II. the three northern counties. From that time 
neither caftle nor town underwent any fiege, till the memorable one in 1644, when, 
after a leaguer of two months, it was taken by ftorm by the Scots, under the Earls of 
Callendar and Leven. 

There were feven gates to the city: that of Pandon, or Pampedon, is moft remark¬ 
able, leading to the old town of that name, united to Newcaftle in 1299. It is faid that 
the Kings of Northumberland had a palace here, and that the houfe was called Pandon.- 
hall [|. 

This town was frequently the rendezvous of the Englifh barons, when furamoned on 
any expedition againft Scotland ; and this was alfo the place of interview between the 
monarchs of each kingdom for the adjufting of treaties. The Kings of England refided 
at the Side, an appendage to the caftle, fince called Lumley-place, being afterwards the 
habitation of the Lords Lumlies. The kings and nobility of Scotland refided at the 
Scotch inn ; the Earls of Northumberland at a great houfe of the fame name; and the 
Nevils had another, ftyled Weftmoreland-place. 

The religious houfes were numerous: the moft ancient was a nunnery, contemporary 
with the conqueft to which Agas, mother to Margaret Queen of Scotland, and Chrif- 
tian her filter, retired after the death of Malcolm, at Alnwick **. Near the diffolution, 
here were ten nuns of the Benedictine order, whofe revenues amounted but to thirty- 
fix pounds per annum. 

Poor as thefe filters were, they were more opulent than the Carmelites, or white 
friars, founded here by Edward I., whofe income amounted but to nine pounds eleven 
and four-pence, to fupport a prior, feven friars, and two novices found there at the 
Reformation tj- 
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la die clofe of this houfe was a fraternity* ftyled the brethren of the penance of 
Jefus Chrtftj or the brethren of the fack* to whom Henry III. gave the place called 
the Calgarth* 

. The Dominicans had a houfe founded by Sir Peter Scot* firft mayor of Newcaftle* 
and his fan* about the middle of the 13th century. At the dilTolution here were a prior 
and twelve friars. The remains of this houfe are engraven by Mr. Grofe. 

The Francifcans, or grey friars* had an eftabliflnnent here* founded by the family 
of the Carliols in the time of Henry III. In this place Charles L was confined after he 
had put himfelf into the hands of his Scotch fubje&s : part is (till remaining* and with 
fome additional building* the refidence of Sir Walter Blacket. The famous Duns Sco- 
tus, the Doctor Subtilis, was of this houfe. He died of an apoplexy* was too fuddenly 
buried* and coming to life in his tomb* dafhed out his brains in the laft ftruggle. 

The monaftery of Auguflines was founded here by a Lord Rofs ofWerfc, in the reign 
of Edward I. 

When the grievous diftemper of the leprofy raged in thefe kingdoms the piety of our 
anceftors creeled afyla for thofe poor wretches who were driven from the fociety of 
mankind. Henry L founded an hofpital here for their reception ; and fixed a mailer, 
brethren* and fillers; but when this difeafe abated, the houfe was appointed for the 
poor vifited with the peftilence ; a fcourge that heaven in its favour has freed us from. 
Here were befides four other hofpitals, founded for the pious purpofes of redeeming 
the captive, for the reception of pilgrims or travellers, for the relief of diftreffed clergy, 
or the interring of the poor. Each of thefe in general the eftablifiiment of individuals: 
our prefent foundations the united charity of the mites of multitudes. How unequal 
are the merits! 

But the more modern charities in this town are very confiderable: firft, the general 
infirmary for the fkk of the counties of Durham, Northumberland, and Newcaftle, 
which* from its inflitution to 1771, has difeharged. Cured, about thirteen thoufand 
patients. The fecond is the lying-in hofpital, for married women j and another charity 
for the fupport of thofe who lie-in at their own houfes, Thirdly* a public hofpital, for 
the reception of lunatics. Fourthly, the keehnen’s hofpital, a fquare building, with 
cloifters, founded in 1702 by the poor keelmen, who allowed a penny per tide for that 
purpofe, Befides thefe are numbers of charityTchools, and hofpitals for the reception 
of the aged of both fexes, 

T he tower of St, Nicholas’s church is very juftl^ the boaft of the inhabitants. Its 
height is a hundred and ninety-four feet; round the top are feveral mo ft elegant pin¬ 
nacles, from whole bafe fpring.feveral very neat arches, that fupport the lanthorn, an 
open edifice, ornamented with other pinnacles of uncommon lightnefs. The church 
was originally founded in the reign of Henry I. The tower, built in the time of Henry 
VI. by Robert Rhodes ; and on the bottom of the belfry is an entreaty to pray for the 
foul of the founder. 

The exchange contains variety of apartments, and alfo the courts of juflice for the 
town. The front towards the river is enriched with two feries of columns, and is of 
„ the architecture of the period of James L The builder, Robert Trollop, is buried op- 
pofite to it in the church-yard of Gatefhead, His ftatue pointing towards the exchange 
ftood formerly over his grave, with thefe lines under his feet; 

Here ties Robert Trollop, 

Who made yon Hones roll-tip. 

When denih took hh foul-up. 

His body filled this hole- up, ■ 

3 S 2 
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Newcaftie is divided into four parities, with two chapels *, and about a dozen meet- 
ing-houfes, and is a county containing a fmall didrift of ten miles circuit; a privilege 
beftowed on it by Henry IV., rendering it independent of Northumberland. It firft 
lent members to parliament in the reign of Edward I. f. and was alfo honoured with 
the fword of date. It is a corporation, governed by a mayor, Sheriff, and twelve aider- 
men. Their revenues are considerable. An annual allowance is made to the mayor of 
a thoufand pounds, befides a coach, furniflied manfion-houfe, and fervants: he has alfo 
extra allowances for entertaining the judges on their circuit, who lodge at the mayor’s 
houfe. The fheriff has alfo a handfome allowance for a public table. The receipts of 
the corporation in O&ober 1774 were 20360I. 9s. Sd-; the difburfements 19,445b It 
is reckoned that between this town and Gatelhead there are thirty thoufand inhabitants, 
exdufive of thofe who live on each fide of the river, adjacent to thofe places J. The 
exports are very confiderable, confining of coals, lead, glafs, fait, bacon, falmon, and 
grinding-ftones. Here are not fewer than fix teen glafs-houfes, three fugar-houfes, 
great manufactures of fteel and iron, befides thofe of wrought iron at Svvaiwell, three 
ihiles up the river; alfo another of broad and narrow woollen cloth, which is carried 
on with great fuccefs, and not fewer than thirty thoufand firkins of butter are annually 
fent abroad ; and of tallow, forty thoufand hundreds. 

The great export of this place is coal, for which it has been noted for fome centuries. 
It is not exactly known at what time that fpecies of fuel was firft dug : it is probable 
that it was not very early in general ufe. That the Romans fometimes made uf e of it 
appears in our former volume ; but fmce wood was the fuel of their own country, and 
Britain was over-run with forefts, it was not likely that they would pierce into the bowels 
of the earth for a lefs grateful kind. But it was exported to foreign parts lon^ before 
it was in ufe in London; for London likevvife had its neighbouring forefts. We find 
that in 1234 Henry III. confirms to the good people of NewcafUe the charter of his 
father. King John, granting them the privilege of digging coals in the Caftle-moor, and 
converting them to their own profit, in aid of their fee-farm rent of a hundred a year$ * 
which moor was afterwards granted to them in property by Edward III. The time of 
the firft: exportation of coals to London does not appear. In 1307, 35 Edward I 
they were confidered in the capital as a nuifance ; for on the repeated complaints of 
prelates, nobles, commons of parliament, and inhabitants of London, againft the ftench 
and fmoke of coals ufed by brewers, dyers, and other artificers, the King iffued out 
his proclamation againft the ufe of them ; which being difregarded, a commiflion of 
oyer and terminer was iffued to punifh the difobedient with fines for the firft offence 
and for the fecond, by the deftruQion of their furnaces [|. In 1379 we find that their 
ufe was not only tolerated, but their confumption made beneficial to the ftate * for in 
that year a duty of fixpence per ton each quarter of a year was impofed on ihips coming 
from New-caftle In 1421 the trade became fo important as to engage the regula 
tions of government, and orders were given about the lengths of the keels, fo that the 
quantity of coal might be afcertained. From that period the commerce advanced con¬ 
tinually. The prefent ftate may be collected from the following view of the fhipping - 


* five pari flies and four chapels. J Willis, iii.' 95. + Hu Lion’s Man i in 

| Amteifon s Hilt of Commerce, i. 111. 188. Henry III , among other privileges, granted by charter 

,h “ no J ewflwnld £<il£!*yEZ 
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Ships, 

35 s 5 

363 


Tons* 

689,090 

49*124 


Chaldr. coals. 
330,200 
2 i ,690 


Cwt. lead* 

123,370 coaff trade* 
30,064 foreign parts* 


Tot. 3948 738,214 351,890 J 53 > 434 # 

There are about twenty-four confiderable collieries, which lie at different diftances* 
from five to eighteen miles from the river. I he coal is brought down in waggons 
along rail roads, and difehavged from certain covered places called btaiths, built at the 
edge of the water, into the keels or boats, which have the advantage of the tide flowing 
five or fix miles above the town* 

Thefe boats areftrong, clumfy, and oval, and carry twenty tons a-piece. About four 
hundred and fifty are conftantly employed : they are fometimes navigated with a fquare 
fail, but generally by two very large oars: one on the fide, plied by a man and a boy ; 
the other at the fiern, by a fingfe man, ferving both as oar - and rudder# Moft of thefe 
keels go down to Shields, a port near the mouth of the river, about ten miles from. 
Newcafile, where the large /hips lie; for none exceeding between three and four hun¬ 
dred tons can come up as high as the town. I muft not omit that the imports of this- 
place are very confiderable. It appears that, in 177 1 * 

810 flnps, carrying 77,880 tons, from foreign parts. 

140 18,650 coafting trade. 


950 9 6 >53° 

were entered at this port; and that the cuftoms for coal amount to 41,000!. per annum, 
befides the 15,000k paid to the Duke of Richmond, at one fhilling per chaldron on ail 
fent coaflways. 

Leave Newcafile, and crofs the Tyne in the ferry-boat. Midway have a full view of 
the ruins of the bridge, and of the deftruftion made by the dreadful flood of November 
1771, which bore down four arches, and twenty-two houfes, with fix of the inhabitants: 
one of the houfes remained for a time fufpended over the water; the fhrieks of the 
devoted inmates were for a long fpace heard, without the poflibility of affording them 
relief* 

This bridge was of ftone, and had flood above five hundred years. It confifted firft 
©f twelve arches, but by the contraction of the river by the quays on the northern fide, 
was reduced to nine. The houfes on the bridge were generally built at difiances from 
each other. About the middle was a handfome tower, with an iron gate, ufed by the 
corporation for a temporary prifon. At the fouth end was (formerly) another tower, 

and a draw-bridge. . 

By the ancient name of the fiation on the northern bank, Pons Ailu, it is evident 
that there had been a bridge herein the time of the Romans ; and lam informed that 
there are fiill veftiges of a road pointing direftly to it from Chefter-ledtreet. I 
cannot help thinking that part of the Roman bridge remained there till very lately ; for, 
from the obfervation of workmen upon the old piers, thofe, as well as the piers of the 
bridge at By well, Teem originally to have been formed without any fprings for arches. 
This was a manner of building ufed by the Homans ; witnefs the bridge built over the 
Danube by Trajan f, at Severin, twenty Hungarian miles from Belgrade, whofe piers I 

* Hutton*s Map, 177 1 * t Brown’s Travels, 3. Mqntfaucoa, Antiq. iv. part 2 * p, 185, tab. cxv. 

Brown j by mi flake, attributes it to Adrian. 
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believe ftill exifl *. Adrian was probably the founder of the bridge at Newcaftle, which 
was called after his family name Pons iElii, in the fame manner as JeruTalent was flyled 
iElia Capitolinas and the games he inftituted at Pincun^ in Mosfia, Uliana Fincenfia. 
The coins difcovered on pulling down feme of the piers, in 1774, confirm my opinion* 
Several were difcovered, but oniy three or four relcued front the hands of the workmen. 
All of them are coins pofterior to the time of Adrian, probably depofited .there in feme 
later repairs. One is a beautiful Faultina the elder, after her deification : her forehead 
is bound with a fmall tiara; her hair full, twilled, and dreffed a la modern ?; round is 
inferibed “ Diva Faullina.” On the reverie is Ceres, with a torch in one hand, and 
ears of corn in the other : the inferipdon, i6 Augufla, S* C.” 

The next has the laureated head of Antoninus Pius* On the reverie, Apollo, with 
a patera in one hand, a ple&ru'm in the other $ the legend fo much defaced as to be 
illegible* 

The third is of Lucius Verus (like that of Fauflina, after eonfecmtion). On the re¬ 
verie is a magnificent funeral pile, and the word, ££ Confecratio, S. C.” 

The original luperftrndture of this bridge was probably of wood, like that over the 
Danube ; and continued, made with the lame material, for feveral centuries. Notice 
% taken of it in the reign of Richard!., w r hen Philip Poiftiers, bifhop of Durham, gave 
licence to the burgefles of Gatefhead to giVe wood to whomfoever they pleafed, to be 
jpent about the river Tyne ; which is fuppofed to mean in the repairs of the bridge and 
quay on the part belonging to Durham ; for one third belongs to the biihop, and two 
to the town; fo that, after it was deftroyed in \ 248 by a furious fire, the bifhop and 
the town united in the expence of building the Hone bridge, of which this calamity was 
the origin. The prelate (Walter Kirkham) had the advantage in this ; for, armed 
with fpiritual powers, he iffued out indulgences from all penances to every one that 
would affifl either with money or labour* The town alio applied to other bifhops for 
their affiftance in promoting fo good a work; and they, in confequence, granted their 
indulgences: but then the clergy of the north were directed by their archdeacon, to 
prefer the indulgences of their own prelate to any other* In the end both parties fuc- 
ceeded, and the money railed was given to Laurent ms, mafter of the bridge* 

The boundaries of the bridge were ftrifily preferred. Edward III. by writ, 1334, 
forbids the mayor and fheriffs of Newcaftle to fufler their fliips to lie on the fourhern 
fide* And feveral other proofs may be brought of the flridl obfervance of thefe rights 
of the bifhop. By the calamity of November 17th, 1771, this part of the bridge was 

- * Sevei in Is a ruined place, a few miles above the remains of Trajan’s bridge» which are ft ill exifting 

j about five Tnglifh miles below Demirkapt, or the Iron Gate. This is a narrow pafBige in the Danube. A 
quarter of an hour’s walk from thefe remains is an old mined caftle on the northern fttore ; and the next 
place below it is called Tcherui-grad, or Mauro-caftro. Count Marfigli, Topogr. Danub. tom. ii. p. 22 , 
t* x, mentions, that the liver at the place is not quite 1000 yards wide, and that the piers can be fecn at 
low water only ; the diftsnee of the two flrft of them is of feventcen fathoms and a half, and fuppofing all 
the others to be equi-diftant, there nrmft have been twenty-three in all* The mafonry fee ms to con fill of a 
ilrong cement and a number of pebbles, faced with bricks ; and he obferved fevtral ranges of fquare hole®, 
which probably were praftifed in the piers for the in lemon of oak-timbers to form the bridge upon* which 
had not the Icaft fprings for arches. Captain de Schad, in the Auftrlan fervice, who in the year 1740 na¬ 
vigated down the Danube, in the retinue of the ambaflador to the Porte, and Count Uhlefcdd, faw thefe 
low piers of Trajan’s bridge, near Tehernetz, probably" the fame place with the above-memioned Tcherfii* 
grad, and thought them to be of freeftone. Topowitch Enquiries on the Sea, p. 203 and 24] . Niche das 
Ernfl Kleeman, a merchant, found thefe piers ftill eriftmg in the year 176B ; but thinks the work locked 
more like rocks wafhed out by the fiream than like piers; though be conFcfTes to have feen fome inafonry 
upon the northern ftiorc, confining of brick and freeftone, joined by a mortar as hard as the ftones them- 
^dvei}. N, E* lUeeman’s Journey through Ciim Tartary and Turkey, ij6$—1770. 
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greatly damaged. An aft was therefore paffed this year, to enable the prefent bilhop, 
and his fuceeffors, to raife a fum of money by annuities equal to the purpofe. Crofs the 
water, and land in the bifhoprick of Durham. 

Enter Gatefhead ; a confiderabie place, built on the fteep banks of the fouthern fide 
of the river, containing about five hundred and fifty houfes. Camden fuppofes it to have 
been the ancient Gabrofentum, and it retained part of the name in its prefent Goatfhead, 
as if derived from the Britifh Gafr, a goat. Mr.Horfely juftly imagines this place ta 
have been too near to Pons iElii for the Romans to have another fiat ion here, therefore 
removes it to Dm inburg h. It appears to me to have been very little altered from the 
old Saxon name Geats-hevod ; or, the head of the road : and that it was fo fiyled 
from being the head of the Roman military way which thofe new invaders found there. 

It was a place eminent for eeclefiaftical antiquity. Bede mentions under the year 
653, Uttan, brother of Adda, who had been abbot of a tnonaftery here * ; but no re- 
Iiques of it now exift. Here are the ruins of a beautiful chapel f, belonging to an hofpt- 
tal dedicated to St. Edmund, where four chaplains were appointed. The founder 
was Nicholas Farnham, Bifhop of Durham, about the year 1247. In the reign of Henry 
VI. it was granted to the nuns of St. Bartholomew, in Newcaftle, and in that of Ed¬ 
ward VI. to the mayor and burgefles of Newcaftle. Here was befides another hofpital, 
dedicated to the Holy Trinity, in the beginning of the reign of Henry III. to which 
Henry de Ferlinton gave a farm, to find a chaplain, and maintain three poor men. 
This was re-founded by James I. in 1610. 

Hugh Pud fey granted to the burgefles of Gatefhead liberty of foreftage, on paying a 
final 1 acknowledgement. Edward VI. annexed this place to Newcaftle; but his fuc- 
eefibr Mary reftored it again to the church of Durham. 

Pafs over a barren common, full of coal-pits ; then, through a rich country, inclofed 
and mixed with wood. Defcend into a rich hollow } reach the finall town of Chefter-Ie- 
ftreet, the Cuneaceflre of the Saxons: a fmall town, with a good church and fine fpire. 
■Within are ranged in nice order, a complete feries of monuments of the Lumley family, 
from the founder Liulphus, down to John Lord Lumley, who colle&ed them from old 
monafteriesj'or caufed them to be made a-new, and obtained, in 1594, a licence from 
Tobias Matthews, bifhop of Durham, for placing them there. Over each is an infcrip- 
tion, with their names or hiftory. The moft remarkable is that of Liulphus, an Anglo- 
Saxon of diftinfiion, who', during the diftra&ions that reigned on the conqueft, retired 
to thefe parts, and became fo great a favourite with Walcher, bifhop of Durham, as to 
raife the envy of his chaplain Leofwin, who villamoufly caufed Liulphus to be murdered, 
by one Gilbert, in his houfe near Durham. The bifhop lay under fufpicion of conniv¬ 
ing at the horrid deed. The friends of Liulphus rofe to demand juftice: they obtained 
an interview with the bifhop at Gatefhead; but the prelate, inftead of giving the defired 
fatisfaftion, took refuge in the church with the two offenders. On which the enraged 
populace, firft facrificmg Gilbert and the bifhop, fet the church on fire, and gave the 
deferved punifhment to the original contriver of the mifchief. 

In the Saxon times Chefter-le-ftreet was greatly refpefted, on account of the reliques 
of St. Cuthbert, depofited here by bifliop Earduff, for fear of the Danes, who at that 
time (about 884) ravaged the country. His fhrine became afterwards an obje& of 
great devotion. King Athelftan, on his expedition to Scotland, paid it a vifit, to obtain 
by interceffion of the faint, fuccefs on his arms; beftowed a multitude of gifts on the 
church, and dire&ed, in cafe he died in his enterprize, that his body fhould be interred 

* Lib. iii. c. 21. t Engraven-by Mr. Grofe, 
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there. I rnuft not omit, that at the' fame time that this'place was honoured with the 
remains of St. Cuthbert, the bifhoprick of Lindesfam was removed here, and endowed 
with all the lands between the Tyne and the Were, the prefent county of Durham. It 
was flyled St. Cuthbert’s patrimony. The inhabitants had great privileges, and always 
thought themfelves exempt from all military duty, except that of defending the body of 
their faint. The people of the north claimed this exemption, on account of their being 
under a continual neceflity of defending the marches, and oppofing the incurfions of 
the Scots. The fame excufe was pleaded by the town of Newcaftle for not fending 
members to parliament. Rymer * produces a difcharge from Henry III. to Robert 
bilhop of Durham, Peter de Bras, and others, of having performed the military fervice 
they owed the king, for forty days, along with his fori Edward. They, with the reft of 
this northern trad, aflerted that they were Hali-werke folks, that they were enrolled for 
holy work ; that they held their lands to defend the body of the faint; and thofe in 
particular in his neighbourhood, were not bound to inarch beyond the confines of their 
country. In fact, Chefter le-ftreet was parent of the fee of Durham; for when the re- 
liques were removed there, the fee, in 995, followed them. Tanner fays, that probably 
a chapter of monks, or rather fecular canons, attended the body at this place from its 
firft arrival: but hilltop Beke, in 1286, in honour of the faint, made the church colle¬ 
giate, and ellabliflied here a dean, and fuitable ecclcfiaftics; and, among other privi¬ 
leges, gives the dean a right of fifhing on the Were, and the ty the of fifh t- 

At a fmall diftance from the town, Hands I.umley-caftle, the ancient feat of the name. 
It is a fquare pile, with a court in the middle, and a fquare tower at each corner; is mo¬ 
dernized into an excellent houfe, and one of the feats of the Earl of Scarborough. It 
is faid to have been built in the time of Edward I. by Sir Robert de Luinley, and en¬ 
larged by his fon Sir Marmaduke. Prior to that, the family refidence was at Lumiey, 
(from whence it took the name) a village a mile fouth of the caftle, where are remains 
of a very old halbhoufe, that boafts a greater antiquity. The former was not pro¬ 
perly caftellated, till the year 1392, when Sir Ralph (the firft Lord Lumiey) obtained 
from Richard II. ** Licentiam caftrum fuum de Lomley denovo asdificandum, muro 
de petra et calce batcllare et kernellare et caftrum illud fic batellatum, et kernellatum 
tenere, &c.” This Sir Ralph was a faithful adherent to his unfortunate fovereign, and 
loft his life in his caufe, in the infurreflion, in the year 1400, againft the ufurping 
Henry. There are no dates, except one on a fquare tower; I. L. 1570, when, I pre¬ 
fume, it was re-built by John Lord Lumiey. 

The houfe is a noble repofitory of portraits of perfons eminent in the fixteenth cen¬ 
tury. 

The brave, impetuous, prefuming, Robert, Earl of Effex, appears in full length, 
dreffed in black, covered with white embroidery. A romantic nobleman, of parts with¬ 
out difcretion ; who fell a facrifice to his own paffions, and a vain dependance for fafety 
on thofe of an aged queen, doting with unfeafonable love; and a criminal credulity in 
the infmuation of his foes. 

Sir Thomas More ; a half length, dreffed in that plainnefs of apparel which he ufed, 
when the dignity of office was laid afide: in a furred robe, with a coarfe capuchin 
cap. He was the mod virtuous, and the greateft charafter of his time ; who, by a cir- 
cnmftanee that might humiliate human nature, fell a victim for a religious adherence to 
his own opinion ; after being a violent perfecutor of others, for firmnefs to the dictates 
of their own confidence. To fuch inconfiftencies are the belt of mankind liable! 

• }■ eerie ra, i. f Dugdale, Mon. ii. part. n. p. 5. 
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The gallant, accompltlhcd, poetical Earl of Surrey; in black, wuh a fword and dag¬ 
ger, the date 1545. The ornament (fays Mr. Walpole) of a boifterous, yet not un- 
polilhed court; a victim to a jealous tyrant, and to family difcord. The articles-ai- 
Iedged againft him, andhis convidion, are the fliarae of the times. 

A portrait of a lady in a lingular drefs of black and gold, with a red and gold petti¬ 
coat, dated 1560. This is called Elizabeth, third wife of Edward Earl of Lincoln, the 
fair Geraldine, celebrated fo highly by the Earl of Surrey ; but fo ill-favoured in this 
pi&ure, that I mult give it to his firft wife, Elizabeth Blount. Geraldine was the young 
•wife of his old age. Her portrait at Woburn represents her an object worthy the pen 
of the amorous Surrey. 

Ambrofe Dudley, Earl of Warwick, fon of the great Dudley, Duke of Northumber¬ 
land. His drefs a bonnet, furred cloak, fmall ruff, and pendant George. This 
peer followed the fortunes of his father, but was received into mercy, and reftored 
in blood ; was created Earl of Warwick by Queen Elizabeth, and proved a gallant and 
faithful fubjedt. He died in 1589, and lies under an elegant brafs tomb in the chapel 
at Warwick. 

Sir William Peter, or Petre, native of Devon ftfire, fellow of All-Souls college, and 
afterwards fecretary of ft ate to four princes; Henry VIII. Edward VI. Mary and Eliza¬ 
beth. His prudence, in maintaining his poll in reigns of fuch different tempers, is evi¬ 
dent ; but in that of Mary he attended only to politics ; of Elizabeth, to religion *. 

The firft Earl of Bedford, engraven among the illuitrious heads. 

A half-length of the famous eccentric phyfician and chymift of the fifteenth century, 
Philip Theophraftus Paracel fus Bombaft de Hohenheim : on the pi Sure is added alto 
the title of Aureolus. The cures he wrought were fo very furprifingin that age, that 
he was fuppofed to have recourfe to fupernatural aid ; and probably, to give greater 
authority to his pradlice, he might infinuate that he joined the arts medical and magical. 
He is reprefented as a very handfome man, bald, in a clofe black gown, with both hands 
on a great fword, on whole hilt is infcribed the word Azot. This was the name of his 
fami iar fpirit, that he kept ih prifon in the pummel, to confult on emergent occafions, 
Butler humouroufly deferibes this circuinftance: 

EoTTihafiufi krpt a devil's bird 
Shut in the pummel of his fword ; 

That taught him all the cunning pranks 
Of paft or future mountebanks f, 

A head of Sir Anthony Brown, a favourite of Henry VIIL with a bufhy beard, bon* 
net, and order of the garter* He was mailer of the horfe to that prince, and appointed 
by him one of the executors of his will; and of the council to his young fucceffor. 

Two full lengths of John Lord Lumley : one in rich armour; a grey beard; dated 
ijj 88 5 set. 54. the other in his robes, with a glove and handkerchief in one hand ; a 
little black fcutl cap, white beard ; dated *591- This, I believe, was the performance 
of Richard Stevens, an able flatuary, painter, and medallift, mentioned by Mr. Wal¬ 
pole 

This illuftrious nobleman reftored the monuments that are in the neighbouring 
church, was a patron of learning, and a great collector of books, affifledby his brother- 
in-law, Humphrey Lhuyd, the famous antiquary. The books were afterwards pur- 

* Prince's Worthies of Devonfturc, 49S. t Hudibraa, part ih c t iii\ 

X Aneed. Pahuing, i. 1G1* 
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chafed by James I. and proved the foundation of the royal library. Mr. Granger fays, 
that they are a very valuable part of the Britilb Mufeum. 

His firtl wife, Jane Fitzallan, daughter of the Earl of Arundel; in black robes, with 
gloves in her hand. She was a lady of uncommon learning, having tranflated, from 
the Greek into Latin, fome of the orations of liberates, and the Iphigenia of Euripides 
into Englifh. She compliments her father highly in a dedication to him, prefixed to 
one of the orations, which begins, “ Cicero, Pater honoratiffime, illuflris.” She died 
before him, and was buried at Cheame in Surrey *. 

The Earl himl'elf, the laft of that name; a three-quarters piece- His valour dif. 
tinguifhed him in the reign of Henry VIII. when he ran with his fquadron clofe under 
the walls of Boulogne, and foon reduced it. In the following reign, he oppofed the 
mifufed powers of the unhappy protedor, Somerfet; and he declined connection with 
the great Northumberland. He fupported the juft rights of Oueen Mary ; was ini- 
prifoned by the former, but on the revolution was employed to arrefl the abjed fallen 
duke. He was clofely attached to his royal miftrefs by fimilitude of religion, in 
his declining years, he aimed at being a hufband to Queen Elizabeth f. Had her 
majefty deigned to put herfelf under the power of man, foe never would have given 
the preference to age. On his difappointment, he went abroad - and, on his return, 
firft introduced into England the ufe of coaches J. 

A half length of that artful ftatefman, Robert Earl of Salufbury, minifter of the laft 
years of Elizabeth, and the firft of James I. 

I homas Ratcliff, Earl of Suflex, a full length ; young and handfome: his body arm¬ 
ed, the reft of his drefs white; a ftaff in his right hand, his left refting on a fworJ j on 
a table a hat, with a vaft plume. This motto, te amando et fidendo troppo, foil ruin- 
ato.” '1 his nobleman was a confiderable character in thg reigns of Mary and Eliza- 
beth; frequently employed in embaffies; in both reigns deputy of Ireland ; and in the 
firft, an aftive perfecutor of the proteftants. He conformed outwardly to the religion 
of his new miftrefs; was appointed by her prefident of the north, and commanded 
againfl, and fuppreffed, the rebellion of the Earls of Northumberland and Weltmore- 
land, notwithflanding he fecretly approved the opinions they armed in favour of. lie 
was the fpirited rival of Leicefterj but the death of Suflex left the event of their dif- 
pute undetermined. 

Leicefter, his antagomfl, is here represented, in a three-quarter piece, dated 1 1:87, 
with the collar of the garter, and a ftaff in his hand. 

A fine full length of the Duke of Monmouth, with longhair, in armour. 

A half length of Sir Nicholas Carew, mailer of the horlc to Henry VIII. There is 
vaft fpiiit in his countenance. In his hat is a white leather j his head is bound round 
with a gold fluff handkerchief. He was beheaded in 1 539, us Lord.Herbert fays § ? for 
being of council with the Marquis of Exeter, a favourer of the dreaded Cardinal Pole, 
then in exile. During the time of his confinement in the tower he imbibed the fenti- 
ments of the reformers, and died avowing their faith ||. 

Killegrew, gentleman of the bed-chamber to Charles II. in a red fafti, with his dog. 
A man of wit and humour; and on that account extremely in favour with the king. 

* A S°° d half length of Mr. Thomas Windham, drowned on the coafl: of Guinea, aged 
42, M. D. L. a robuft figure, in green, with a red fafo, and gun in his hand. 

as appears by tier father's will. Vide Ballard's BritWfc 
t Hem* § Hilt Henry VIII- 439. 

A three- 


* She was dead before December soth, 1579, 
Davies, £6, J; 

+ Camden's Annals. KenneU 38a* 
ft Hollmfhed, 946. 
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A three-quarter length, unknown, dated 1506, aged 43, dreffed in a ftriped jacket, 
blue and white ; black cloak and breeches, White ruff, gloves on, collar of the garter. 

Here are fomeilluftrious foreigners. A half length, infcribed Fernandes de Toledo, 
Duke of Alva, in rich armour, with his baton; fhort black hair, and beard. A great 
officer, and fortunate till his reign of cruelty. He boalted, that he had caufed, during 
his command in the Low Countries, eighteen thoufand people to perilh by the execu¬ 
tioner. He vifited England in the train of his congenial mailer, Phillip 11 . I imagine 
that this portrait was painted when the duke was young ; for I have feen one (Tent into 
England by the late Mr. Benjamin Keen) now in poffeflion of the Bilhop of Ely, which 
reprefents him with avail flowing white beard. 

A three-quarter length of Andrew Doria, the great Geonefe admiral, and patriot. 
He is dreffed in black, in a cap, a collar, with the fleece pendent; a truncheon in his 
hand, and a dagger in his girdle. View of Ihips through a window. 

Garcia Sarmeinta Cuna; a full length, iif armour; a ruff, red (lockings, white 
fhaes, a crois on his bread, a fpear in his hand. He was captain of the guard to 
Phillip II. 

A three-quarter length of a man in a fcarlet robe; and over his left lhoulder a white 
mantle: a fcarlet cap tied in the middle, and open behind ; a narrow white ruff; and a 
collar of the fleece. The fcarlet robe is furred with white: on it are feveral times re¬ 
peated the words, Ab! amprim au ra jay! Oh! had I undertaken it! 

In the hall is a tablet, with the whole hi (lory of Liulphus, and his progeny, infcribed 
on a tablet, fur rounded with the family arms ; and round the room feventeen pictures 
of his defendants, down to John Lord Lumley, who feemed to have a true veneration 
for his ancellors. Liulphus appears again in the kitchen, mounted on a horfe of full 
fixe, and with a battle-ax in his hand. When James I: in one of hra progreffes, was en¬ 
tertained in this callle, William James, bilhop of Durham, a relation of the houfe, in 
order to give his majefty an idea of the importance of the family, wearied him with a 
long detail of their anceflry, to a period even beyond belief. “ O moil, fays the king, 
gang 11a farther, let me digeft the knawledge I ha gained; for, by my faul I did na ken 
that Adam’s name was Lumley.” 

A little to the left, midway between Cheller Ie flreet and Durham, lies Coken, the 
feat of Mr. Carr, a moll romantic fituation, laid out with great judgment; in former 
times the fcene of the favage aufterities of St. Godric. Before his arrival, here had 
been an ancient hermitage, given before the year 1128, by Ralph Flambard, bilhop of 
Durham *, to the monks of Durham, who permitted that holy man to make it his re- 
fidence; which he did, firlt with his filler +, and after her death entirely in folitude. 

Attracted by the fame of the deceafed, who died in 1170, fome monks of Durham 
retired here. Hugh Pudfey, bilhop of Durham, made them an allowance, and granted 
them by charter many privileges J; fome call him founder of Finchale, the religious 
houfe, whofe ruins are Hill confidetable ; but Tanner § gives that honour to his fon 
Henry, who, about the year 1 j 96, fettled here a prior and monks of the Benedi&ine 
order, fubordinate to Durham. It maintained, at the dilfolution, a prior and eight 
monks; when it was regranted to the dean and chapter, its value, according to Dug- 
dale, was 122I. 15s. 3d. 

Proceed towards Durham. Near the city, on the right. Hood Nevil’s Crofs, erefted 
in memory of the fignal victory over David Bruce of Scotland, in 1346. The army of 

* Diigdatc's Mona ft. i. ; 12, where is Fiambard’s charter. He died in 11 j8 . 

j- Guild m. Neubrigienfis, li. c. 20. f Dugdale, i. jij. ■§ 114. 
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the Englifh xvas commanded by the two archbilhops and three fufFragans, in con¬ 
junction with fome noble lay-officers. The aCtion was attended with great lofs to the 
Scots ; whole king, after fliewing the utmoft valour, was taken prifoner by an Englifh- 
jnan of the name of Copland. 

After admiring the beautiful fituation of the city from an adjacent hill, enter Dur¬ 
ham ; a place of Saxon foundation ; the original name was Dun-holme, from Dun, a 
hill, and holme an ille, formed by a river *. But it is only a lofty narrow penmfula, 
waffied on each fide by the Were, the Viurus of the venerable Bede t* The city is 
difpofed on the fide of the hill, and along part of the neighbouring fiat, and the build¬ 
ings in general are very ancient. The approaches to it are extremely pidurefque, 
efpecially that from the fouth, through a deep hollow, finely cloathed with trees. The 
banks of the river are covered with woods, through which are cut numbers of walks, 
contrived with judgment, and happy in the molt beautiful and Solemn fcenery. They 
impend over the water, and receive a moft venerable improvement from the cafUe and 
ancient cathedral, which tower far above. 

This hill, till about the year 995, was an errant defert, over-run with wood, and un¬ 
inhabitable. At that period, thereligious of Cuneaceftre, having, through fear of the 
Danifli pirates, removed the body of St. Cuthbert to Rippon, on their return back, 
when the danger was over, met with an admonition that determined them to depofit it 
in this place The corpfe and the body became fuddenly immoveable; no force 
could draw it a ftep farther. It was revealed to St. Eadmer, that it fhould be brought 
to Durham, and, on that refolution, a flight ftrength removed it to the deftined fpot. 
With the affiftance of the Earl of Northumberland, the wood was foon cleared away ; 
a church arofe in honour of the faint, compofed indeed of no better materials than rods. 
But this feems to have been only a temporary temple, for the whole country flocking 
in, affifted in building one of ftone, which coll three years’ labour. A provoft and 
fecular canons were eftablilhed here; thefe continued till about the year 1083, when 
William de Carilepho § removed them, placing in their room, a prior and monks of 
the Benediftine order. 

The Saxons of thefe parts, unwilling to fubmit to the Norman yoke, retired to this as 
a place of ftrength, and built a fortrefs, for a time a great annoyance to the Conqueror. 
This they called Dunhoime. The Dun, or artificial hill, on which the great tower is 
built, was of their work. On the approach of William, the Saxons quitted their poft. 
He pofleflfed himfelf of fo advantageous a fituation, and founded the caftle. This after¬ 
wards became the refidence of the prelates, and, by ancient cuftom, the keys were, 
during a vacancy of the fee, hung over the tomb of the tutelar St. Cuthbert. The am¬ 
bitious prelate, Hugh Pudfey, nephew to King Stephen, repaired and rebuilt feveral 
parts, which, during his time, had fuffered by fire |j. Hatfield, a munificent prelate in 
the reign of Edward III., reftored fuch parts as he found in ruins, rebuilt the great 
hall, and that belonging to the conftable, and added a great tower for the farther fe- 
curity of the place *jf. To the mild and amiable Tunftal is owing the magnificent gate, 
the chapel, and fome adjacent buildings ** ; and to Bilhop Cofins, the firft prelate of the 
fee after the Reftoration, the prefent beauty and magnificence of the place, after the 
cruel havock made here by the brutal Hafelrig. 

* Camden, ii. 546. -|- Eccl. Hilt. lib. iv. c. 18. 

+ Hill, of tbe Cathedral of Durham, annexed to Dugdile’s St. Paul, p. 64. 

j Stevens’s Contin. Dugdale, vol. i. 350. || Mr. Allan. 

1 tlift, Cath. Durham, Dugdale, 79. »■* Goodwin, 139, 
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The city, or rather the precinfts of the abby and caflle, were furrounded with a wall* 
by Ralph Flambard *, in the beginning of the reign of Henry L The ad million was 
through three gateways : Framwell-gate, at the head of a bridge of the fame name ; 
Ciaypath-gate, near the market-place; and the Water-gate, beneath the end of the 
Prebendaries* Walk. I do not find, that at any time the (trength of the place was ever 
tried by a fiege. 

The cathedral (lands below the caftle. It was begun in 1093, by William de Carl- 
lepho, bifliop of the diocefe, who pulled down the old church, built by Aid win. In 
this work he was affifted by Malcolm L of Scotland, and Turgot, the fecond prior, and 
Ills monks; who, at their own expence, and at the fame time, made their own cells, 
and other conveniences for the monaftery. 

Ralph Flambard, fuccefTor to Carilepho, had the honour of completing this fuperb 
ftrudlure, with exception of certain additions, fuch as the Galilee f, which was built by 
bifhop Pudfey; the (lone roof, which was done by bifliop Farnham, in the time of 
Henry IK. Bi/hop Skirlaw, in the reign of Richard IL built the cloifters ; prior Fofibr 
beautified it with feveral fine windows, and enriched both the church and convent with 
variety of new works; and prior Walworth fimfhed whatfoever his pious predeceflbr 
was prevented by death from bringing to a conclufion J, 

The revenues of this houfe at the di/Tolution are eftimated by Dugdale at 1366L 
10s. 3d,, by Speed at 1615!. 14s. tod, The value of the bifhoprick, at that time, 
282 iL is. 56. clear §. The reader is referred to Willis's Hiflory of CathedralSji, 2221. 
for the eftablifhment and its revenue after that period. 

This magnificent pile is 411 feet long, the breadth near 80, the crofs Hie 170 ; over 
its centre rifes a lofty tower, reckoned 223 feet high, ornamented on the outfide with 
Gorhic work; at the weft end are two low towers, once topt with two fpires, covered 
with lead- In the infide is preferved much of the clumfy, yet venerable magnificence of' 
the early Norman ftyle* The pillars are vaft cylinders, twenty-three feet in circum¬ 
ference ; fame adorned with zig-zag furrows, others with lozenge-fit aped, with nar¬ 
row ribs, or with fpiral ; the arches round, carved with zig-zag; above are two rows 
of galleries, each with round arches or openings, 

A row of fmall pilaflers run round the Tides of the church, with rounded arches in¬ 
terfering each other. The windows are obtufely pointed. 

Between two of the pillars are the mutilated tombs and figures of Ralph and John 
Lord NeviL Excepting Richard de Bernardcaftre, who in 1370 erefted a (brine in 
honor of Bede, thefe feem to have been the only laity admitted into this holy ground 
in the earlier times, 

Ralph died in the year T347, and was the firft fecular that was buried in this cathe¬ 
dral ; his body was conveyed in a chariot drawn by feven horfes as far as the church¬ 
yard, then carried on the (boulders of knights into the middle of the church; where- 
the abbot of St. Mary's at York, in the abfence of the bifhop, or illnefs of the prior, 
performed the funeral office ; at which were offered eight horfes, four for war, with 
four men armed, and four for peace ; and three cloths of gold interwoven with flowers* 
His fan John de Nevii redeemed four of the horfes, at the price of a hundred marks. 
But this favour was not done gratis by the holy men of the place. Ralph had pre¬ 
fen ted them with a veftment of red velvet, richly embroidered with gold, filk, great 
pearls and images of faints, dedicated to St. Cuthbert. His widow alfo fent to the 
facrift a hundred and twenty pounds of filver, for the repairs of the cathedral, and' 

* Goodwin, 112* f Ibid. 114. J Stevens, i\ 152. § Tanner, m 

feveral 
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feveral rich veftments for the performance of the facred offices*. This was the noble* 
man who was fo inllrumental in gaining the victory of Nevil’s Crofs. 

His fon John had alfo his merits with the pietifts of this church; for, by the mag¬ 
nificent offerings he made at the funeral of his firft wife, and by fome elegant and ex- 
penfive work beneath the fiirine-of St. Cuthbert, in 1389, he obtained admiffion for 
his remains in a fpot not remote from his father f. Both their monuments are greatly 
mutilated j having been defaced by the Scotch prifoners, confined here after the battle 
of Dunbar. 

In the choir is the bifhop’s throne, elevated to an uncommon height, erefted in 
times of the triumph of fuperfiition : a painful afcent to the prefent prelate, whofe wiffi 
is dire&ed more to diftinguifh himfelf by benevolence and fincerity, than any exterior 
trappings, or badges of dignity. 

On the fides of the pulpit are the evangelifts, finely inlaid. 

The chancel and altar-piece is of ftone, beautifully cut into open work J, and 
on each fide are two Halls, in ftone, originally defigned for the refting-places of fick 
votaries- 

On one fide of the choir is the tomb of bifhop Hatfield, who died in 1381, orna¬ 
mented with as many coats of arms as would ferve any German prince. Multitudes of 
other prelates and priors refted in this church, covered with beautiful tombs and braffes, 
fwept away by the hand of facrilege in the time of Henry VIII., or of undiftinguiflaing 
reformation in fucceeding reigns, or of fanaticifm, in the unhappy times of the Lift 
century. 

Behind the altar ftood the Ihrine of St. Cuthbert, once the richeft: in Great Britain: 
the marks of pilgrims* feet in the worn floor ftill evince the multitude of votaries ; at 
the difl’olution, his body was taken out of the tomb and interred beneath. 

Beyond this, at the extreme eaft end, ftood nine altars, dedicated to as many faints; 
above each is a moft elegant window, extremely narrow, lofty, and fharply arched ; 
above thefe, is a round window, very large and finely radiated with ftone work, called 
St. Catharine’s, from its being in the form of the wheel ufed at her martyrdom. In 
this part of the church is another fine window, divided into circular portions. All the 
windows in this ifle terminate fharply ; and w r ere the work of a later age than that of 
the body of the church, probably the time of prior Foffor. 

The Galilee, or lady’s chapel, lies at the weft end of the cathedral. Within are 
three rows of pillars, each confiding of round united columns, the arches round, fculp- 
tured on the mouldings with zigzag work §. This place was allotted to the female 
part of the votaries, who were never permitted to pafs a certain line to the eaft of it, 
drawn juft before the font. Here they might Hand to hear divine fervice, but were 
confined to this limit on pain of excommunication. Legend affigns as the caufe of 
this averfionin St. Cuthbert to the fair fex, a charge of feduftion brought againft him 
by a certain princefs, who was inftantly puniffied by being fwallowed up by the earth, 
which, on the interceffion of the pacified faint, reftored her to the king her father. From 
that time, not a woman was permitted to enter any church dedicated to this holy man. 
Mr. Grofe J| relates, that in the fifteenth century two females, inftigated by invincible 
curiofity, dreffing themfelves in man’s apparel, ventured beyond the prohibitory line, 
_ were detected, and differed certain penances as atonement for their crime. 

* Dugdale's Baron* I* 295, f Idem* zgy, 

£ Defigned in Smithes edition of Bede, 264. 

$ See the view of it in Smitlrs edition of Bede, £05. 
i In-hi? account of Durham cathedral, in his third volume* 
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In the Galilee is the tomb of the venerable Bede. His remains were firft depofited 
at Jarrow, then placed in a golden coffin on the right fide of the body of St. Cuth- 
bert; and finally, in 1 370, tranflated by Richard of Barnard-caflle to this place. 

Ti e tomb of bifltop Langley is near that of Bede. Tins prelate was chancellor of 
England in the reign of Henry IV. but refigned that high port, on being confecrated 
bifhop of Durham. He obtained the cardinal’s hat in 14 11 ) anc k a ^ ter ^°‘ n S man Y 

afts of munificence, died in (437. , , 

In the veftry-room is preferved the rich plate belonging to the cathedinl; and here 
are (hewn five moil fuperb veftments for the facred fervice: four are of great antiquity, 
the fifth was given by Charles I. 

The cloiilers adjacent to the church are 147 feet fquare, and very neat. 1 he 
cliapter-houfe opens into them: is a plain building, in form of a theatre ; on the fides 
are pilafters, the arches interfering each other. At the upper end is a flone chair, in 
old times the feat of the bifliop. 

The old Fratry was converted into a noble library by dean Sudbury, who, not living 
to complete his defign, by will dated 1683, bound Ins heir Sir John Sudbury, to fulfil 
his intention. This is likewife the repofitory of the altars, and other Roman antiquities, 
difcovered in the bilhopriek. The dormitory, the loft, the kitchen, and other parts of 
the ancient abhy, are ftitl exifting, and (till of ufe to the prefent poffeft'ors. 

The prebendal houfes are very plcafantly fituated, and have backwards a moll beau¬ 
tiful view. After the fubverfion of monarchy, Cromwell, in 1657, on the petition of 
the inhabitants of the county *, converted the houfes belonging to the dean and chap, 
ter into an univerfity, and affigned certain lands and revenues in the neighbourhood 
of the city for its fupport. This Ihort-lived feminary confided of a provod, two 
preachers, four profeffors, four tutors, four fchool-mafters (fellows,) twenty-four 
fcholars, twelve exhibitioners, and eighteen free-fehool fcholars. They had liberty of 
purchafing lands as far as fix thoufand pounds a year j had a common leal, and many 
other privileges. On the accefiion of Richard, thefe new academics were not wanting 
in gratitude to the memory of their maker; for, in their addrefs to the fuccelfor, they 
compared Cromwell to Augudus, and gave him the prowefs of our fifth Henry, the 
prudence of our feventh Henry, and the piety of our fixth Edward ; and recommended 
to the “ vital beams of the piteous afpeft of liisfon, his new ereftion, an orphan fcarce 
bound up in its fvvaddling cloaths.” T his orphan thrived apace, it endeavoured to con¬ 
fer degrees, and mimic its grown-up fiders of Oxford and Cambridge, who checked 
its prefumptions by petitions to the new Protector. But in lefs than two years the ill- 
patched machine of government fell to pieces, and with it this new feminary for 

kn There S are two handfome bridges to the walks over the Were: from one the pro¬ 
pped is particularly fine, towards the cathedral and cadle; and another bounded on 
each fide by wood, with the fteeple of Elvet, a place adjoining to Durham, foarmg 
above. There is ado a third bridge, which joins the two parts oi the town, and is 

covered with houfes. . 

I had heard on my road many complaints of the ecclefiadical government this county 
is fubjea to j but, from the general face of the country, it feems to thrive wonderfully 
well under it. Notwithftanding the bifliops have ftill great powers and privileges, 
yet they were llripped of ftill greater by ftatuteof the 27th of Henry VIII. hi the time 
of the Conqueror it was a maxim, quicqutd rex hatet extra eomitahim Duneimen/em , 


* Mr, Allan. 
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epifcopus habei intra, nifi aliqua fa concefao, nut prefer,iptlo m contranum. They had 
power to levy taxes, make truces with the Scots, to raife defenfible men within the 
billion rick from lixteen to fix tv vears of age. They could call a parliament, and create 
barons to fit and vote in it. He could fit in his purple robes to pronounce fentence 
of death, whence the laying, fiium Dunelmenfe judicat Jiola et enfe. He could coin 
money, hold courts in his own name, and all writs went m his own name. He claimeu 
and feized for his own ufe all goods, chattels, and lands of perlons convicted o trea- 
fons or felonies; could appoint the great officers under him, and do variety of afts 
emulating the royal authority \ He was lord paramount in the county, and the great 
people held moltof their lands from the church. Thus the potent Nevis paid four 
pounds and a flag annually for Raby, and right other manors. Two of the tenur j 
are lingular; I beg leave to prefent them to the reader in the form I had the honoui of 

receiving them from the prefent worthy prelate. . r f . n r 

“ The valuable manor of Sockburn, the feat of the ancient family of the Conyers, 
in the county palatine of Durham, is held by the Blackett family, of the bi (hop of Dur¬ 
ham, by the eafy fervice of prefenring a falchion to every bilhop upon his fu ll entiance 
into his diocefe, as an emblem of his temporal power. When the prefent bilhop made 
his firlt entrance in the month, of Sept. 177 J, he was met upon tbemiddeoft.i ot 
bridge, (where the counties of York and Durham divide,) by Mr. Blackett as fubfti- 
tute for his brother Sir Edward, who prefented his Lordlhtp with the falchion, ad- 

drelfing him in the antient form of words : , 

« ‘Sir Edward Blackett, Bart, now reprefenls the perfon of John Conyers, who, 
in the fields, with this falchion t, flew a monltrous creature, a dragon, a worm, or a 
flying ferpent J, that devoured men, women, and children. The then owner of Sock- 
burn, as a reward for his bravery, gave him the manor, with its appurtenances to hold 
for ever, on condition that he meets the Lord Bilhop of Durham with this falchion, on 
his firlt entrance into his diocefe after his ele&ion to that lee. . 

“ At Croft Bridge the bifhoo was alio met by the high-lheriff of the county paUu 
tine, who is an officer of his own by patent during pleafure, by the members for the 
county and city of Durham ; and by all the principal gentlemen m the county and 
neighbourhood, to welcome his Lordfhip into his palatinate, who conducted him to 
Darlington, where they atl dined with him, after which they proceeded to Durham. 
Before they reached the city, they were met by the dean and chapter, with their 
congratulatory addrefs; the bilhop and the whole company alighted from their car¬ 
riages to receive them ; when the ceremony of the addrefs, and his Lordlhip s anfwer 
was finiflied, the proceffion moved on to the city ; here they were met by the corpora- 

• Thefc and many more are preferved m Magna Britannia, 1 tip. See alfo Spearman’s Inquiry, 
f Legend gives feme other particulars of this valiant knight; which h r. Allan extra&ed from the Cata¬ 
logue of the Harleian MSS. No 2 itS.p *39 ; |, rt 

Sir Too Conyers de Sockburn, txil . whoe flew the monftrous venom d and poifon d wiverne, or 
worme, wch overthrew and devour'd many people in Ugkt, for the Lent of the poyfoo wa^fri ftrong that 
not perfon was able to abide it, yet he by the providence of God overthrew it, an tts ui it at oc v 
before the Conqueft. But before he did enlvrprife (having but erne chdde) he went to the church in com- 
plete armour, and offered up his forme to the Holy Ghoft, wch mouument is yet to ee, an e pace 

where ihe ferpent lay is called Grayftone. ,J tr* 1 a r ,w 

t On the pommel are three lions of England, guardant, Thefc were fir ft ! n ^ J® 

this falchion was not made before that time, nor did the owner kill the dragon, 1 he e ?S t H1 . a 1L ’ * 

gold, was the arms of Morcar, Earl of Northumberland. This too might be the falchion with w uc it 
carls were invefltd, being girt with the fwerd of the eaddom, , - - __ 

The Scots feem to have been intended by thefc dreadful animals^ and the falchion bellowed wi 11 
tfiiate, a reward for feme ufeful fervice performed by a Conyers againft thofe invaders. 
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tion, the different companies with their banners, and a great concourfe of people; they 
proceeded immediately to the cathedral, where the bifhop was habited upon the tomb 
of the venerable Bede, in the Galilee, at the weft end of the church ; from whence 
he went in proceffion to the great altar, preceded by the whole choir fmging Te 
Deum ; after prayers the bifliop took the oaths at the altar, and was then enthroned in 
the ufual forms, and attended to the cattle by the high-fheriff and other gentlemen of 
the county. Pollard’s lands, in this county, are holden of the bifliop by the fame kind 
of fervice as the manor of Sockburn. At his Lordfhip’s firft coming to Aukland, 
Mr. Johnfon met the prefent bifliop at his firft arrival there, and, prekilting the fal¬ 
chion Upon his knee, addreffed him in the old form of words, faying, c My Lord, in 
behalf of myfelf, as well as of the feveral other tenants of Pollard’s lands, I do humbly 
prefent your I.ordfliip with this falchion, at your firft coming here, wherewith, as the 
tradition goes, Pollard flew of old a.great and venomous ferpent, which did much harm 
to man and beaft; and by the performance of this fervice thefe lands are holden.” 

Sept. 6. Leave Durham, and journey through a beautiful country, having near the 
city views of lands, broken into moft delightful and cultivated knowls ; and, on the 
left, of fine hanging woods; the land much inclofed, and the hedges planted. On 
the right lies Brancefpeth caftle, originally the feat of the Bulmers, afterwards that of 
the Nevils, Earls of Weflmoreland, forfeited by the rebellion of the laft in the time of 
Queen Elizabeth. The great fteeple of Merrington is feen on the left. Turn out of the 
high road, and pafs through the bifhop’s grounds, and park, and enjoy a fine view of 
the Were, running along a deep bottom, bounded by wooded and welt cultivated banks. 
On the fouth fide ftands 

Bilhop’s-Aukland, a good town, with a large and -fquare maket-place. On one fide 
is a handfome gateway, with a tower over it. This is a modern edifice, defigned by 
Sir Thomas Robinfon; that built by bifliop Skirlaw * having been long fince deftroyed. 
Through this gateway lies Aukland caftle, long fince the refidence of the bifliops of 
Durham. It has loft its caftellated form, and now refembles feme of the magnificent 
foreign abbies. It is an irregular pile, built at different times ; but no part is left that 
can boaft of any great antiquity. Over a bow-window are the arms of Bifhop Tunftal, 
"who died in the beginning of the reign of Elizabeth. This was originally a manor- 
houfe belonging to the fee, and was firft encaftellated f by bifliop Beke; who alfo 
built a great hall, and adorned it with marble pillars ; he founded a fair chapel, and 
collegiate church, with a dean and prebends, which church is that of St. Andrew’s, at 
a fmali diftance from the town. Excepting the church, there are no relicks of the la¬ 
bours of this prelate; the place having been beftowed by the parliament on their furious 
partizan Sir Arthur Hafelrigg, who, taking a fancy to the place, determined to make 
it his chief refidence. He demolilhed almoft all the buildings he found there, and out 
of their ruins eredled a moft magnificent houfe J. 

On the Reftoration, the former bifhop, the munificent Cofins, was reftored to his 
diocefe. He had a palace ready for his reception, but by an excefs of piety declined 
making ufe of it, from the consideration that the ftones of the ancient chapel had been 
facrilegioufly applied towards the building of this late habitation of fanaticifin. The 
bifliop pulled it down §, and reftoring the materials to their ancient ufe, built the pre¬ 
fent elegant chapel. The roof is wood, fupported by two rows of pillars, each con¬ 
futing of four round columns, freeftone and marble alternate. The fhafts of lurae of 

# Inland, Itifi. I. Jj, f Ibid, 

% Hilt* Ch. .Durham, Dugdale, 82. § Ibid, 
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tie marble are fixteen feet high; the length of the chapel is eighty-four feet, the 
breadth forty-eight; the outfide ornamented with pinnacles. On the floor, a plain 
flone, with amodeft epitaph, informs us that the pious refounder lies beneath, dying in 


the Tear 1671. 

The principal apartments are an old hall, ftventy-five feet by thirty-two, the height 
thirty-five ; and a very handfome dining-parlour, ornamented with portraits of Jacob 
and the twelve patriarchs. Jacob bows under the weight of years: his fons, with each 
his feriprural attribute. The figures are animated ; the colouring good. 1 think the 
painter’s name is Xu iero, one 1 do not difeover in any lift of artiIts. I he piftmes 
were bought by the pr-lent, from the executors of the late bifhop, and be flowed on the 
palace. The late gen rous prelate built a fuite of additional apartments; but dying 
before they were completed, they are now furnifhed ill a moll magnificent manner by 


his fucceffor. _ 

On the old wainfeot of a room below flairs are painted the arms of a ftrange aliem-* 
Wage of potentates, from Queen Elizabeth, with all the European princes, to die Em¬ 
perors of Abyflinia, Bildelgerid, Cathaye, and Tartaria; fixteen peers of the fame 
reign, knights of the garter, and above them the arms of every biflioprick in England. 

The caflle is feated in a beautiful park, watered by the little river Gaunlefs, which 
falls, after a fhort courfe, into the "Were. The park is well planted, and has abundance 
of vaft alders, that by age have J01T the habit of that tree, and aflume the appearance of 
ancient oaks. Nothing can equal the approach through this ground to the cattle, which 
is varied with verdant {lopes, rifing grounds, woods, and deep precipices, impending 
over the river. The great deer-houle, built by bifhop Trevor, is an elegant fqiiare 
building, and no- final! embeililhment to the place. Ireland tells us, that in his time 
there was a fair park, having falow deer, wild bulies, and kin. 

On an eminence on the oppofite fide of the Were is Binchefter, the ancient Vinovia, 
where feveral Roman coins, altars, and mlcriptibns have been found. Several of the 
latter are worked up in the walls of a gentleman’s houfe on the ftation, but now fiercely 
legible. An account of them may be feen in Mr. Iloriely, p. sgjp Urns full of allies 
and bones, and figuline lacrymatories, have been alio found in the park, where the. fta¬ 
tion probably extended. A military way may be traced from this place as far as 
Brancefpeih-park one way, and the other by Aukland to Peirce-bridge into York Afire. 

Sept. 7. Proceed for a liLtle way from Aukland on the Roman way : leave on the 
left, at a mile and a half diftance from the town, the church of St. Andrew’s Aukland, 
once collegiate, and well endowed by Antony bifhop of Durham. At the diffolutiou 
here were found a dean and eleven prebends*. A houfe called the deanery flill re, 
mains. The chief tomb in this church is that of a Pollard; a crob-legged knight,, 
armed in mail to his fingers’ ends, with a fkirt, formed of ILripes, reaching to Ins knees. 


a fhort fword, and conic helm. 

Pafs through St. Helens-Aukland and Weft-Aukland, and after a fhort digreCion fall 
in with the old Roman road, which continues to Peirce or Prieft-bridge, where 
w as once a chapel, founded by John Baliol, King of Scotland, and dedicated to the 
Virgin t. The gateway is flill Handing, in what is called the Chapel-garth. Till Le- 
land’s time the bridge confided of five arches, but he fays that of late it was rebuilt with 
three. The Tees flow beneath in a pi&urel'que channel finely fliaded on each fide with 
trees. Near this bridge, in a field called the Tofts, had been a confiderable Roman 
ftation: urns and coins in abundance have been difeovered there. A flone coffin, with 


* Tanner, 116. 


-f Ldand ItiD. j. Sil* 
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a Ikeleton, is mentioned by bilhop Gibfon ; but that I apprehend to be of more modern 
date. The foundations of houfes have been obferved; and Mr. Ilorfely imagines he 
could trace an aquedufh He fuppofes this place to have been the Magas of the Notitia. 
I muff obfcrve that the Roman road is continued in a direct line between the roads to 
Barnard-Cattle and Darlington, and is continued over a fmall brook, and through the 
thejnclofure parallel to the Tofts, when it erodes the river about two hundred and fixty 
paces eaft of the bridge, and then falls into the turnpike-road to Catterick-bridge. The 
whole breadth of the road is ftill to be traced ; and the ftones it is formed of appear to 
be (Ironely cemented with run lime. The Romans had here a wooden bridge ; the 
materials fuch as the bodies of oaks, and feveral ftoops, were to be feen till walhed 
away by the great floods of 1771. On crofling the Tees enter Yorklhirc. 

After a ride of a few miles pafs through Aldbrough, now' a little village, but once a 
place of eminence, as its ruins, obferved by Camden, evince. In the time of Henry 1 . 
Stephen Earl of Albemarle and Holdernefs had a manor, and cattle here, the tythes of 
which he bellowed on the abbey of Albemarle in Normandy * 5 and that abbey in the 
reieti of Richard II. granted them to the abbey of Kirkftallf. Henry III. again be¬ 
llowed the place on Hubert de Burgh, Earl of Kent. By failure of iffue, it fell to the 
crov/n in the time of Henry IV., who gave it to his third fon, John Duke of Bedford 
Pafs over a large common, called Gatherley moor, and by the fides of the Double¬ 
tlike or Roman-hedge, a vaft fofs, with banks on each fide, extending from the Tees 
to the Swale. On the right is Didderfton lull, whether a tumulus or exploratory, was 
too diftant for me to determine. After defending a hill, pafs by Gilling, where Alan 
Fergaunt, Earl of Bretagne and Richmond, had a capital manfion-houfe §. This place 
was infamous for the murder of Ofwyn, King of Deira, by his fucceffor Ofwy ; but his 
Queen JEanfied obtained permiflion from her hufband to found here a monaftery, in 
order to expiate fo horrible a crime. At this time the place was called Ingetling, and 
was deftroyed in the Danilh wars ||. Reach 

Richmond, a good town, feated (in a (hire of the fame name) partly on a flat, and 
partly on the fide of a hill: on the laft is the market-place, a handfome opening, in 
which is the chapel of the Trinity, and in the middle a large column inftead of the old 
crofs. The trade of this place is that of knit woollen ftockings, in which men, women, 
and children are employed, the neighbourhood fupplying the wool. The ftockings are 
chiefly exported into Holland. Much wheat is fold here, and fent into the mountainous 
parts of the country. 

There were feveral religious houfes in this place and its neighbourhood. In the 
town, on the plain on the north fide, was a houfe of grey friars founded in 1258 by 
Ralph Fitz-Randal, Lord of Middleham, and had at the diffolution fourteen monks. 
Nothing remains excepting the beautiful tower of its church. Near this was alfo a 
nunnery About a mile eaft of Richmond are the fine ruins of St. Agatha, feated at 
the end of fome beautiful meadows, upon the river Swale. It was founded in 1151 by 
Roaldus, conftable of Richmond cafile; and at the time of the Reformation maintained 
feventeen white canons, or Premonftratenfian monks. Ihe abbot and religious, in 
j 253, agreed with Henry Fitz-Ranulph, that he ftiould hold of them in pure and per¬ 
petual alms their poffeflions of Kerperby, on condition he paid them annually one pound 
of cumin feed, a drug in no fmall eftecin in old timesfl- Richard Scroope, chancellor 

• Dugdale, Mona ft. i. 5S8. f Idem, 589. % Magna Britannia, vi. 608. 

$ Dngdale, Baron, i. 46. || Bede, Jib ii. c. 14.24. If Tanner, 6 i$. ** Idem, C>JX. 

•j f Dugdale, Mon, ii, 650. Andfor the virtues of cumin feed confult Old Gerard’s Herbal, 1066. 

30 3 of 


5i6 pennant’s second tour in Scotland. 

of England, was a great benefattor to this place; for, befides his manor of Brampton- 
upon-Swale, lie granted a hundred and fifty pounds a year for thefupportof ten addi¬ 
tional canons, two fecular canons, and twenty-two poor men, who were to pray for the 
repole of his foul, and thofe of his heirs*." The ruins are very venerable, and the 
magnificent arch-work in the infide are fine proofs of the {kill of the times in that fpecies 
of architecture. The arch of the gateway is extremely oblufe; that of the windows 
greatly pointed. 

Near this place was a hofpital, dedicated to St. Nicholas. I cannot learn the foun¬ 
der's name, but find it was repaired in the time of Henry VI., who gave the patronage 
to Willi .un Ayfcotigh, one of Ins judges.; who reftored the hofpital at great expence, 
and added another chauntry priell to the former t- 

Nearer to Richmond, on an eminence above the river, are the poor reliques of 
St. Martin’s, a cell of nine or ten Benedictines, dependent on the abbey of St. Mary, at 
York. It was founded in 1100 by Wymar, chief fteward to the Earl of Richmond t. 
Befides thefe, were various other pious foundations on the Swale, whofe waters were 
facred with the baptlfm of ten thoufand Saxons near Catterick, in 627, by Paulinus 
bifhop of York§. 

It now remains to fpeak of the fortifications of this ancient town: part had been de¬ 
fended by walls, which took in little more than the market-place, and had three gates. 
The caftle Hands on the fbuth-weft part of the hill, in a loft*y and bold fituation, above 
the Swale, and half environed by it. The remains are the walls of the precin£t, foine 
fmall fquare towers, arid one very large, all built in the Norman ftyle. This fortrefs 
was founded by Alan Earl of Bretagne jj, nephew to the Conqueror, who commanded 
the rear of his army at the battle of Haitings, was created by him Earl of Richmond, 
and received from him the fnire of the fame name, and a hundred and fixty manors in 
the county of York alone. This country had been before the property of the brave 
Edwin, Earl of Mercia. The great tower was built by Conan, grandfon of the former, 
the vault of which is fupported by a fine odagonal pillar. The view from the caftle is 
pictuiefque; beneath is the,feat of Mr. York, and beyond, a profpett up the Swale 
into the mountainous parts of the country, rich in mineral; and on the banks of the 
river lived Sir John Swale, of Swale-hall, in Swale-dale, faft upon the river Swale. 

Crofs the river, and after palling over a dreary moor, defeend into a valley not more 
pleaiant, being totally inclofed with ftone fences. Go through tile fmall towns of Bil- 
lerfly and Eeybourne; and foon after find an agreeable change of country at the en¬ 
trance of Wetifley-dale, a beautiful and fertile vale, narrow, bounded by high hills 
inclofed with hedges, and cultivated far up, in many parts cloathed with woods fur- 
ixicurt'-d with long ranges of fears, white rocks, frnooth and precipitous in front’ and 
perfectly wen at their tops. The rapid cryftal Ure divides the whole, fertilizing the 
rich caeadows with its ftreairu D 

See on the left Middleham caftle. The manor was bellowed by Alan Earl of Rich¬ 
mond on his younger brother, Rinebald, His grandfon, ftyled Robert Fitz-Ralph" 
receiving from Conan Earl of Richmond all Wenfley-daie, founded this caftle about 
the year j 190. By the marriage of his daughter and coheir to Robert de NevU *T it 
palled into that family in the year 1269. In this place Edward IV. fuffered a Ihort 
imprifonmenr, alter being furprifed by Richard Nevill, the great Earl of Warwick and 
committed to the cuftody of his brother, the archbilhop of York, who proving tooin- 

f Idem, 479. t Id em) i 40J t0 40+ . j Bede, Hb » 

f idem, Ip 231* r 


* Pugdale Moti ii.6$Q. 
|| D ugdate** Baroup f. 46. 
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diligent a keeper. Toon loft his royal prifoner, by permitting him the pleasure o r the 
chare unguai eel. The ruin of his houfe enfued. On its forfeiture, Richard Duke 
of York became potfeffed of it, and here loft his only Ion Edward. He who had made 
fo many childlefs, felt in this misfortune the ftroke of heaven. Tt is a vaft building ; 
its towers fteep, and turrets fquare. Part was the work of Fitz-Ralph ; part of the 
Lord Nevill, called Darabi *. The hall, kitchen, and chapel, were built by Beaumont 
bifhop of Durham f. It was inhabited as late as the year 1609, by Sir Henry Lindley, 
knight +. 

Vifit the church of Weniley. On the floor are feveral carved figures on the ftones, 
probably in memory of certain Scroopes interred there §. Alfo a figure of Ofwald 
Dykes, in his prieflly veftments, with a chalice in his hand. The infeription fays that 
he had been re&or of the parilh, and died in 1607. I prefume by his habit he was only 
nominal rector. Lord Chancellor Scroope defigned to make this church collegiate, 
and obtained licence for that purpofe from Richard II.; but it does not appear that the 
intent was ever executed. 

At a little diftance beyond the church is a neat bridge of confiderable antiquity, 
which Leland fpeaks of as “ the fayre bridge of three or four arches, that is on Ure, 
at Wencelaw, a mile or more above Midleham, made two hundred yer ago and more, 
by one caullyd Alwine, parfon of Wincelaw.” 

Vifit Bolton houfe, a feat of the Duke of Bolton, finiflied about the year 1678, by 
Charles Marquis of Winchefter. Here are a few portraits of the Scroops, the ancient 
owners. 

A head of Henry Lord Scroope, one of the lords who fubferibed the famous letter 
to the pope, threatening his holinefs that if he did not permit the divorce between 
Henry VIII. and Catherine, that they would rejefit his fupremacy. 

Helena Clifford, his wife, daughter to the Earl of Cumberland. Here is another 
head of a daughter of Lord Dacres; third wife, according to Dugdale ||, of the fame 
Lord Scroope. 

Another Henry, warden of the weft marches in the reign of Elizabeth, in whofe 
cuftody Mary Stuart remained for fome time after her flight to her faithlefs rival. 

His wife Margaret, daughter to Henry Earl of Surry. After the difgrace of the 
Earl of Eflex, this lady alone flood firm to him; “ for,” lays Rowland White, “ flie 
endures much at her Majefty’s hands, becaufe flie doth daily doe all thekynd offices of 
love to the Queen in his behalf. She weares all black, flie mournes, and is penfive ; 
and joies in nothing but in a folitary being alone; and it is thought fhe faies much that 
few would venter to fay but herfelf 

A head of the fame lord, inferibed “ Lord Harrie Scroope, Baron of Bolton, one 
of the tilters before Queene Elizabeth, at the firft triumphe at the crownacion, act. 22, 
*558**-” fo thefe may be added the head of his fon, Thomas Lord Scroope; and his 
Ton again, Lord Emanuel, created by Charles I. Earl of Sunderland, who died the Iaft 
of this line. 

Crofe the Ure, on a bridge of two arches, and have from it a fine view of the river 
above and below, each bank regularly bounded by trees like an avenue. On the right 
is Bolton callle, built, fays Leland, by Richard Scroope, chancellor of England under 
Richard II., after eighteen years labour, and at the expence of a thoufand marks a year. 

* Leland. + .WillU’s Cathedrals, i. 240. } Mr. Grofe. § Ldand, Iiin. viii. 13. 

|| Dugdale, Baron, i. 657. ^ Sidney’s State Papers, ii. 1 ,2. This letter is dated Oft. 1 x, 15B9. 

He was oat of the knights challengers on theoccafion. 
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Moll of the timber employed was brought from Engleby foreft, in Cumberland, drawn 
by draughts of oxen, fucceffively changed. He alfo founded here a chauntry for (lx 
nriefts The integrity of the chancellor foon loft him the favour of his mailer; for 
on his r'efufal to put the feals to the exorbitant grants made to Come of the worthlefs 
favourites, the King demanded them from him ; at fir ft he declined obedience, declar¬ 
ing lie received them from the parliament, not his Majelty f. 

This calUe is noted for having been the firft place of confinement of Mary Stuart, 
who was removed from Carlifle to this fortrefs, under the care of the noble owner. 
Several of her letters are dated from hence. In the civil wars it underwent a fiege by 
the parliament forces; and was, on Nov ; 5, 1645, on conditions, furrendered, with 
with great quantities of ftores and ammunition |- 

The building is fquare, with a vail fquare tower at each corner, in which were the 
principal apartments. Leland obferves the lingular manner in which the fmoke was 
conveyed from the chimnies of the great hall, by tunnels made in the walls, conveying 
it within the great piers between the windows. This caftle, and the great pofTeffions 
belonging to ft in thefe parts, are the property of the Duke of Bolton, derived by the 
marriage of his anceltor, Charles Marquis of Bolton, with Mary, natural daughter of 
Emanifel Scroope, Earl of Sunderland, laft male heir of this ancient houfe. 

Reach Ayfgarth or Ayfgarth-Force, remarkable for the fine arch over the Ure, 
built in 1539. The fcenery "above and below is moll uncommonly pi&urefque. The 
banks on both fides are lofty, rocky, and darkened with trees. Above the bridge two 
regular precipices crofs the river, down which the water falls in two beautiful cafcades, 
which are feen to great advantage from below. The gloom of the pendent trees, the 
towering Iteeple of the church above, and the rage of the waters beneath the ivy-bound 
arch, form all together a moll romantic view. 

A little lower down are other falls; but the finell is at about half a mile difiance, 
where the river is crofled by a great fear, which opens in the middle, and forms a mag¬ 
nificent flight of Heps, which grows wider and wider from top to bottom, the rock on 
each fide forming a regular wall. The river kills from ftep to flep, and at the lowed 
drops in a rocky channel, filled with circular bafins, and interrupted for fome fpace with 
lefler falls. The eye is finely directed to this beautiful cataraft by the fears that bound 
the river, being lofty, precipitous, and quite of a Imooth front, and their fuinmirs 
fringed with hollies and other trees. 

Near Ayfgarth, or, as the cataracts are called, Ayfgarth-Force, was founded the con¬ 
vent of white monks, brought from Savigny, in France, by Akaries Fitz-Bardolf, in 
1145. They were fubjeft to By land, and received from thence in 1150, an abbot and 
twelve monks, who were afterwards removed to the neighbouring abbey of Jervaux |j. 
This was called, from the catarafts, Fors, alfo Wandefley-dale, and de Charitate. 

Crofs the ridge that divides Wenfly-dalefrom another charming valley, called Bifbopf- 
dale. All the little inclofures are nearly of the fame fize and form, and the meadows 
are laid out with the mmofl regularity. It appeared as if in this fpot, the plan of the 
Spartan legiflator had taken place; “ It refembled the poffeflions of brethren, who had 
jufl been dividing their inheritance among them.” 

Before I quite thefe delicious trails, I mull remark, that from Leybourne to their ex¬ 
tremity there is lcarcely a mile but what is terminated by a little town; and every fpnt 
even far up the hills, embellilhed with fniall neat houfes. Induftry and competence 

* Leland. Kin. viii. IP, 19. 4 Rapin, 1.459- t Whitelock, 175. 

j I clunk the oid name was Attfcarre. [1 Tanner, 658. 
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feem to reign among thefe happy regions, and, Highland as they are, feem diftinguiflied 
by thofe circumftances from the flothful but hoiieft natives of fome of the Scottifh Alps* 
Mittens and knit dockings are their manufactures. The hills produce lead ; the vallies 
cattle, horfes, flieep, wool, butter, and cheefe. 

Afcend a fteep a mile in length, and at the top arrive on a large plain, a pafs between 
the hills. After two miles defcend into a mere glen, watered by the Wharf; ride 
through Buckden, and Star-bottom, two villages, and lie at JKettlewel, a frnall mine 
town. There are many lead-mines about the place, and fome coal; but peat is the 
general fuel, and oat-cakes, or bannocks, the ufual bread. 

October 9. Continue our journey along a pleafant vale. Ride beneath Kilnfey- 
fear, a ftupendous rock* ninety-three yards high, more than perpendicular, for it over¬ 
hangs at top in a manner dreadful to the traveller. The road bad, made of broken 
limeftcncs uncovered* This vale ends in a vaffc theatre of wood, and gave me the idea 
of an American feene* Alcend, and get into a hilly and lefs pleafmg country. Over¬ 
take many droves of cattle and horfes, which had been at grafs the whole fummer in 
the remote/! part of Craven, where they were kept from nine /hillings to forty per head, 
according to their fize. Reach 

Skip ton, a good town, feated in a fertile expanded vale. It confifts principally of 
one broad llreet, the church and cattle terminating the upper end- The cable is faid 
to have been originally built by Robert de Romely, Lord of the honour of Skipton. 
By failure of male iffue, it fell to William Fitz Duncan, Earl of Murray, who married 
the daughter of Romely- William le Gros, Earl of Albemarle, by marriage with her 
daughter, received as portion her grandfather's eftates. It fell afterwards by females 
to other families, fuch as William de Mandevil, Earl of Effex, to William de Fortibus, 
and Baldwin de Betun. In the time of Richard I- Avelin, daughter to a fecond William 
de Fortibus, a minor, fuccecded. She became ward of King Henry ill- who, on her 
ccpiing of age, in ic6g, bellowed her and her fortunes on his fon Edmund, Earl of 
Lancalter *; but on the forfeiture of his fon for treafon againft Edward II. the honour 
and caflle w'ere granted, in 1309, to Robert de Clifford, a Herefordfhire Baron, in 
whofe line it continued till the lafi century- I know of no remarkable event that be- 
fel this caflle, excepting that it was demanded by ordinance of parliament, in 1648, be- 
caufe it had received a loyal garrifon during the civil wars. 

It wjas re ft o red, and repaired, in 1657-1658, by the famous Anne Clifford, who 
made it, with five other cafUes her alternate refidence* It is feated on the edge of a 
deep dingle, prettily wooded, and watered by a canal, that fei ves to convey limeftone 
to the main trunk of the navigation, which paffes near the town. At prefent the caflle 
feems more calculated for habitation than defence- Agateway, with a round tower at 
a fmall diftance from it- The towers in the cattle are generally round, fome polygonal. 
Over the entrance is an infeription, purporting the time of repair. The halt is worthy 
the hofpitality _©f the family ; has tw o fire-places, a hatch to the kitchen, and another to 
the cellar. 

The great family picture is a curious performance ; and ft ill more valuable on ac¬ 
count of the diftinguiflied perfons reprefented. It is tripartite, in form of a Jkreen. In 
the centre is the celebrated George Clifford, Earl of Cumberland, the hero of the 
reign of Elizabeth • and his lady, Margaret Ruffe!, daughter of Francis, fecond Ear of 
Bedford, He is dreffed in armour, (potted with ftars of gold ; but much of it is con¬ 
cealed by a veil and Ikirts reaching to his knees ; his helmet and gauntlet, lying on the 

floor 
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floor, are fludded in like manner. He was born in the year 1558, and by the death of 
his father fell under the guardian fliip of his royal mi Are fs, who placed him under the 
tuition of Doctor Whitgift, afterwards Archbifhop' of Canterbury. He applied himfelf 
to mathematics; but foon after leaving the college he felt the fpirit of his warlike an- 
ceftors rife within him, and for the reft of his life diftinguifhed himfelf by deeds of arms 
honourable to himfelf*, and of ufe to his country, in not fewer than twenty-two voy¬ 
ages againft the Geryon of the time, Phillip II. who felt the effects of his pro wets, 
againft the invincible armada, againft his European dominions, and the more diftant 
ones in America. He was always fuccefsful againft the enemy, but often fullered great 
hardfliips by ftorms, by difeafes, and by famine. The wealth which he acquired was 
devoted to the fervice of the ftate, for he fpent not only the acquifilions of-his voyages, 
but much of his paternal fortune in building of fhips; and much alfo he dif- 
fipated by his love of horfe-races, tournaments, and every expenfive diverfion. 
Queen Elizabeth appointed hint her champion f in all her tilting matches, from 
the thirty-third year of her reign; and in all thofe exercifes of fillings, turn¬ 
ings, and courfes of the field, he excelled all the nobility of his time. His magni¬ 
ficent armour worn on thofe occafions (adorned with rofes -and Jleurs ds /is J) is actually 
preferved at Appleby caftle, where is, befides, a copy of this picture. In the courfe of 
the life of foldier. failor, and courtier, he fell into the licentioufnefs fometimes incident 
to the profeflions: but, as the infeription on the picture imports, the effefts of his early 
education were then felt, for he died penitently, willingly, and chriftianly. 

His lady Hands by him in a purple gown, and white petticoat, embroidered with gold. 
She pathetically extends one hand to two beautiful boys, as if in the a£tion of difiuading 
her Lord from fuch dangerous voyages, when more interefting and tender claims u£ 
ged the prefence of a parent. How muft he have been affetted by his refufal, when 
he found that he had loft both on his return from two of his expeditions, if the heart of 
a hero does not too often diveft itfelf of the tender fenfations ! 

The letters of this lady are extant in manufeript, and alfo her diary; fhe unfortu¬ 
nately marries without liking, and meets with the fame return. She mentions feveral 
minutm that 1 omit, being only proofs of her attention to accuracy. She complains 
greatly of the coolnefs of her Lord, and his negleS of his daughter, Anne Clifford ; and 
endured great poverty, of which (he writes in a mo ft moving (train to James f. to feveral 
great perfons, and to the Earl himfelf. All her letters are humble, fuppliant, and pa¬ 
thetic, yet the Earl was faid to have parted nith her on account of her high fpirit 

Above the two principal fi >ures ar. paint-d the heads of two fitters of The Ear], Anne 
Countefs of Warwick, and Elizabeth, Coumefs of Bam; and two, the fitters of the 
Countefs; Frances, married to Phillip, Lord Wharton; and Margaret, Countefs of 
Derby. Beneath each is a long infeription. The feveral inferiptions were compofed by 

* At an audience the Earl had after one of his expeditions, the Queen, perhaps defignedlv, dropped one 
ofher gloves. His lordfliip took it up, and prefeuted it to her : tile gradually defir-d him’ to keep it ai a 
mark ofher elteem. Thus gratifying his ambition with a reward that Hiked' her maje'ty s avarice He 
adorned it with diamonds, and wore it in the front of his high-crowned hat on days of tournaments Tt,;« 
fs expreffrd in the fine print of him, by Robert White, 

f Mr. Walpole, in his mifcellaneous Antiquities, has favoured us with a very entertaining account of 
inveftiture. He fucceedtd the gallant old Knight Sir Henry Lea, in icnc, who with much cetemnnv re 
figned the office. 1 

1 1 have Teen in thecolUftion of her Grace the Dutc’nefs Dowager of Portland, a book of drawings of 
all Knights-UIters of his time, drefled in their rich armour. Among others is the Earl of Cumberland in 
the very arrnour I mention. * * 

§ Thefe, and feveral other anecdotes of the family, I found in certain MSS. letters and diaries of the 
Countefs and her daughter. 
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-Anne Ciiuord, with the afTiftance of Judge Hales, who perufed and methodized for her 
the necefTary papers and evidences *. 

I ke r wo fide-Ieaves (hew the portraits of her celebrated daughter, Anne Clifford, af¬ 
ter wards. Countefs of Dorfet, Pembroke, and Montgomery ; the moft eminent perfon 
of her age for intelleaual accompliflimt;nts, for fpirit, magnificence, and deeds of bene¬ 
volence. Both there paintings are full lengths: the one reprefents her at the age of 
thirteen, handing in her ftudy, drefied in white, embroidered with flowers, her head 
adorned with great pearls. One hand is on a mufic-book, her lute lies by her. The 
book informs us of the fafbionable courfe of reading among people of rank in her 
days. I perceived among them, Eufebius, St. Auguftine, Sir Philip Sidney’s Arcadia, 
Godfrey of Boulogne, the Trench Academy, Camden, Ortelius, Agrippa, on the vanity 
of occult Sciences, &c. &c. Above are heads of Mr. Samuel Daniel, her tutor, and 
Mrs.. Anne '1 aylor, her governefs ; the la It appearing, as the inscription fays flie was, a 
religious and good woman. This memorial of the inftructors of her youth is a mod 
grateful acknowledgement of'the benefits fhe received from them. She was certainly 
a moft happy fubjedt to work on; for, according to her own account, old Mr. John 
Denham, a great aftronotner, in her father’s houfe, ufed to fay, te that the fweet in¬ 
fluence of the Pleiades, and the bands of Orion, were powerful both at her conception 
and birthand when flie grew up, Doftor Donne is reported to have faid of her, 
that “ lhe knew well how to difeourfe of all things, from predeftination to flea-filk" f. 

In the other leaf flie appears in her middle age, in the ftate of widowhood, drefled in 
a black gown, and black veil, and white fleeves, and round her waift is a chain of great 
pearls ; her hair long and brown; her wedding ring on the thumb of her right hand, 
which is placed on the bible, and Charron’s Book of Wifdom. The reft of the books 
are of piety, excepting one of diftillations, and excellent medicines. Such is the figure 
of the heroic daughter of a hero father, whofe fpirit diftated this animated anfwer to°the 
infolent minifter of an ungrateful court, who would force into one of her boroughs, a 
perlon difagreeable to her: 

“ I have been bullied by an ufurper : I have been negledled by a court; bull will 
not be diftated to by a fubjeft. Your man flia’nt ftand. 

“ Anne Dorfet, Pembroke, and Montgomery.” 

Above her are the heads of her two bu/bands, Richard Earl of Dorfet, who died in 
1624; an aimable nobleman, a patron of men of letters, and bounteous todiftreffed 
worth. The other is of that brutal fimpleton, Philip, Earl of Pembroke, the juftfub- 
jeft of Butler’s ridicule, whom /he married fix years after the death of herlirft lord. 
Yet /he fpeaks favourably of each, notwithftanding their mental qualifications were fo 
different : “ Ihefe two Lords, fays fhe, to whom I was by the divine providence mar¬ 
ried, were in their feveral kindes worthy noblemen as any in the kingdom; yet it was 
my misfortune to have erodes and contradi&ions with them both- Nor did there want 
malicious ill-willers to blow and foment the coals of diffenfion between us, fo as in both 
their life-times the marble pillars of Knowle, in Kent, and'Wilton, in Wiltlhire, were to 
me but the gay arbours of anguilh, infomuch as a wife man, who knew the in fide of 
my fortune, would often fay, that l lived in both thefe my Lords great families as the 
river of Roan, or Rodanus, runs through the lake of Geneva, without mingling any 
part of its ftreams with that of the lake.” 

* Life of Lord Keeper North. f Bifhop Rainbow’s difeourfe at her funeral, :n 1657, 
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But fhe was releafed from her fecond marriage by the death of her hufband, in 1650. 
After which the greatnefs of her mind built out in full and uninterrupted luftre, She 
re-built, or repaired, fix of her ancient callles ; lire reftored leven churches, or chapels; 
founded one hofpital, and repaired another. She lived in vaft holpitality at all her 
callles by turns, on the beautiful motive of difpenfmg her charity in rotation, among 
ihe poor of her vaft eltates. She travelled in a horfe-litter ; and often; took new and 
bad roads from ealtle to caftle in order to find out caule of laying our money among 
the indigent, by employing them in the repairs. The opulent alfo felt the effect of 
her generofity, for Ihe never fuffered any vifitors to go away without a prefen t, ingeni- 
oufly contrived according to their quality *. After the reftoration (he was iolicted to 
go to court, but declined the invitation, faying «« that if Ihe went, Ihe mult have a pair 
of blinkers fuch as her horfes had, left Ihe fhould fee fuch things as would offend her,” 
She often fate in perfon as Iheriffefs of the county of Weftmoreland ; at length died, at 
the age of eighty-fix, in the year 1676, and was interred at Appleby. Her great pof- 
fdfions devolved to John Earl of Thanet, who married Margaret, her eldeft daughter, 
by the Earl of Dorfet. 

Here are four heads of this illuftrious Countefs, in the Hates of childhood, youth, 
middle, and old agef. My print is taken from one. refembling the lafl in the gallery at 
Strawberry-Hill, which the Hon. Horace Walpole was lb obliging as to permit to be 
copied J. 

In one of the rooms is a fictitious picture of the fair Rofamond, daughter of Walter 
de Clifford, and miftrefsto Henry II, She is dreffed in the mode of the reign of Eliza¬ 
beth ; but at her ear is a red rofe, an allufion of the painter to her name. 

A picture of a young perfon, with a crown by her. Another of a name inferibed, 
‘vultus index animi ; and a third portrait, half length, of the great Earl of Cumberland, 
in a white hat, are the molt remarkable unnoticed. 

I muff mention two good octagonal rooms, in one of which is fome fingular tapeftry, 
exprefling the punifliment of the vices. Cruaute is reprefented with head, hands, and 
feet in the flocks; and Mal-bouche and Vil-parler undergoing the cutting off of their 
tongues. 

On the fteeple of the church is an infeription, importing, that it was repaired after it 
had been ruined in the civil wars, by Lady Clifford Countefs of Pembroke, in 1655. 
Within the church are inferiptions, on plain ftones, in memory of the three firft Earls 
of Cumberland. Thofe on the two firft relate little more than their lineage: but the 
noble hiftorian of the family informs us, that the firft Earl was brought up with 
Henry VIII. and beloved by him. That he was one of the mo ft eminent lords of his 
time, for noblenefs, gallantry, and courtftiip, but watted much of his eftate. That the 
fecond Earl at the beginning was alfo a great waiter of his eftate, till he retired into the 
country, when he grew rich. He was much addicted to the tludy and practice of alchemy 
and chemiftry, and a great di'ftiHer of waters for medicines; was ftudious in all man¬ 
ner of learning, and had an excellent library both of written-hand books, and printed §. 

* Life of Lord Keeper North, 141. 

f She fays in her diary, that in 16 9, her pi&ure was drawn hy Larking. She mentions alfo fome of 
the aoDuferoenis of the lime, inch as Gltcko, at which fhe loil 1 jl. and Burley-break^ at which the plaved 
on the bowling-green at Buckhurft. 

X Mr Walpole fhe wed me a medal, with the head of the Ooirntcfs, exactly refembling thepifture* On 
the reverfe h religion, reprefented by a female figure crowned, and Handing- In owe baud ihebiblc ; the 
left arm embraces a croft, taller than herfelf* 

$ Life of Lady Anne Clifford, &e. by herfdf* MS, 
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Continue my journey through a pleafant vale, watered by the Are, or the Gentle 
River, as the Celtic -Am fignines, expreflive of its fmooth courl'e *. Along its fide 
winds the canal, which, when finiihed, is to convey the manufactures of Leeds to Liver¬ 
pool. Ride beneath a great aqueduft, at Kildwick, and have foon after a vievv of the 
rich valley that runs towards Leeds. Reach Kighly, at the bottom of another rich vale, 
that joins the former. This place has a confiderable manufafture of figured everlaft- 
ings, in imitation of French lilks, and of fhalloons and callimancoes j and numbers of 
people get their livelihood by fpmning of wool for the flocking-weavers. The an¬ 
cient family of Kighly take their name from this town. One of them, Henry Kigh'y, 
tc obtained from Edward I. for this his manour, the privileges of a market and fair, 
and a free-warren, fo that none might enter into thole grounds to chace there, or with 
defign to catch any thing pertaining to the faid warren, without the permiffion and 
leave of the faid Henry and his fiuSceffors” f. 

After croffing feme very difnial moors, varied with feveral tedious afeents and de¬ 
scents, reach, at the foot of a very deep hill, the great town of 

Halifax, or the Holy-Hair, from a legendary tale not worth mentioning. It is feated 
in a very deep bottom, and concealed from view on every fide, till approached very 
nearly. The llreets arc narrow; the houfes mollly built and covered with ftone, 
and the ftreets have been lately paved in the manner of thofe at Edinburgh. 1 he 
town extends far in length, but not in breadth. Here is only one church, fpacious, 
fupported by two rows of odiagonal pillars, and fupplied with a handfome organ. The 
Conqueror bellowed the lordfhip of Wakefield t, of which this place is part, on his re¬ 
lation, William Earl of Warren and Surry, who gave the church and manour to the 
abbot of Lewes; and his fuceeffors conflantly held courts here from that time to the dif- 
folution §. The parifli is of vafl extent, contains above one and forty thouymd inhabi¬ 
tants, and is fupplied with twelve chapels. In the town are feveral meeting-houfes ; 
one, called the chapel, is a neat and elegant building, erecled by the independents, and 
even ftuccoed. 

Halifax rofe on the decline of the woollen trade at Rippon; which was brought 
from that town in the time of a Mr. John Waternoufe, of this place, who was born in 
1443, and lived near a century. In the beginning of his time, here were only thirteen 
houfes, but in 1556 above a hundred and forty houfholdcrs paid dues- to the vicar |j ; 
and in 1 738, fays Mr. Wright, there were not fewer than eleven hundred families. 
The woollen manufactures fiourifh here greatly ; fuch as that of the narrow cloth, bath- 
coatings, fhalloons, everlaftings, a fort of coarfe broad cloth, with black hair lift for 
Portugal, and with blue for Turkey ; fayes, of a deep colour, for Guinea; the lafl are 
packed in pieces of twelve yards and a half, wrapped in an oil cloth, painted with ne¬ 
groes, elephants, &c. in order to captivate thofe poor people; and perhaps one of thefe 
bundles and a bottle of rum may be the price of a man in the infamous traffic. Many 
blood-red clothes are exported to Italy, from whence they are fuppofed to be fent to 
Turkey. The blues are fold to Norway. The manufadure is far from being confined 
to the neighbourhood, for its influence extends.as far as Settle, near thirty miles diflant, 
either in the fpinning or weaving branches. The great manufafturers give out a flock 
of wool to the artificers, who return it again in yarn or cloth ; but many taking in a lar¬ 
ger quantity of work than they can finilh, are obliged to advance farther into the coun- 

* Camden, ii. 857, who fays, that tli* Araris, the modem Saone, takes its name for the fame reafon. 
The bttifs Aar in very rapldt 

f Camden, ii. 859. % Wright’* Halifax, 202. 5 Wright, 8. |i Ibid. 
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try in fearch of more hands, which caufes the trade to fpread from place to place, 
which has now happily extended its influence; but not always alike, for it is bounded 
by the fcerfies at Soy land, and by the bays at Rochdale. 

O&ober 2. In palling through the end of Halifax, obferve a fquare fpot, about four 
feet high and thirteen broad, made of neat alhler /tone, acceflible on one fide by four or 
five fteps. On this was placed the Maiden, or in liniment for beheading of criminals; 
a privilege of great antiquity in this place. It Teems to have been confined to the limits 
of the foreft of Hardwick, or the eighteen towns and hamlets within its precinfts. The 
time when this cuftom took place is unknown ; whether Earl Warren, Lord of this 
foreft, might have eftablifhed k among the fanguinary. laws then in ufe againft the in¬ 
vaders of the hunting rights, or whether it might not take place after the woollen manu¬ 
factures at Halifax began to gain ftrength, is uncertain. The laft is very probable ; 
for the wild country around the town was inhabited by a lawlefs fet, whofe d< preda- 
tions on the cloth-tenters might foon ftifie the efforts of infant induftry. For the pro- 
feftion of trade, and for the greater terror of offenders, by fpeedy execution, this cuff 
tom feems to have been eftabliflied, fo as at laft to receive the force of law, which was, 
“ that if a felon be taken within the liberty of the foreft of Hardwick, with goods 
ftolen out, or within the faid precin&s, either hand-habend, back berand, or con- 
feffion’d, to the. value of thirteen-pence half-penny, he ftiall, after three market days or 
meeting-days within the town of Halifax, next after fuch his apprehenfion, and being 
condemned, be taken to the gibbet, and there have his head cut from its body. 

The offender had always a fair trial; for as foon as he was taken he was brought to 
the Lord’s bailiff at Halifax : he was then expofed on the three markets (which here 
were held thrice in a week) placed in a flocks, with the goods ftolen on his back, or if the 
theft was of the cattle kind, they were placed by him j and this was done both to ftrike 
terror into others, and to produce new informations againft hunt- The bailiff then 
lummoned four freeholders of each town within the foreft to form a jury. The felon 
and profecutors were brought face to face ; the goods, the cow, or horfe, or whatfo 
ever was ftolen, produced. If he was found guilty, he was remanded to prifon, had 
if week’s time allowed for preparation, and then was conveyed to this fpot, where his 
head was ftruck off, by this machine. I fhould have premifed, that if the criminal 
either after apprehenfion, or in the way to execution, couty efcapeout of the limits of 
the foreft (part being clofe to the town) the bailiff had no farther power over him : but 
if he fhoukl be caught within the precinSs at any time after, he was immediately exe- 
cuted on his former fentence* 

This privilege was very freely ufed during the reign of Elizabeth : the records be¬ 
fore that time were loft. Twenty-five fuffered in her reign, and at leaft twelve from 
1623 to 1650 j after which I believe the privilege was no more exerted. 

This machine of death is now deftroyed ; but I faw one of the fame kind in a room 
under the parliament-houfe at Edinburgh, where it was introduced by the Regent 
Morton, who took a model of it as he paffed through Halifax, and at length fuffered 
by it himfelf. It is in form of a painter’s eafel, and about ten feet high : at four feet 
from the bottom is a crofs bar, on which the felon lays his head, which is kept down hv 
another placed above. In the inner edges of the frame are grooves; in thefe is 
placed a fharp ax with a vaft weight of lead, fupported at the very fummit with a peg; to 
that peg is fattened a cord, which the executioner cutting, the ax falls, and does the aff 

* Wright, £4, and Halifax and ns gibbet law, £cc. iSb 
v t Gibbct-JLaw fays, that lit is expoled after coi*vi£bon. 
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fair effeftually, without fuffering the unhappy criminal to undergo a repetition of iTrokesj 
as has been the cafe in the common method. I muff add, that if the fufferer is con¬ 
demned for ftealing a horfe ora cow, the firing is tied to the beaft, which, on being 
whipped, pulls out the peg, and becomes the executioner. 

On descending a hill, have a fine view of a vale, with the Galder meandring through 
it. Towards the upper end are two other little vales, whofe Tides are filled with fmall 
houfes, and bottoms with fulling-mills. Here are fever ad good houfes, the property of 
wealthy clothiers, with warehouses in a fuperb and elegant tlyle ; the fair oltentation of 
induftrious riches. Dine at a neat alehoufe, at the foot of the hill, at the head of the 
canal, which conveys the manufactures to the Trent, Call here on my old correfpqn- 
dent Mr, Thomas Bolton, and am furprized with his vafl collection of natural hiitory, 
got together to amufe and improve his mind after the fatigues of bufinefs, 

Crofs the C alder at Lower by bridge ; after a fteep afcent arrive in a wild and 
moory country, pafs by the village of Loyland j reach Blackflone-edge, To called from 
the colour of certain great (tones that appear on the fummit. The view is unbounded 
of Lancaflife?, Che/hire, and Wales. The ancient road down ibis hill was formerly 
tremendous ; at prefent a new one winds down the Tides for two miles excellently" 
planned. The parifh of Halifax reaches to this hill It is my misfortune that the Rev, 
Mr. Watfon's full account of this parifh did not fall into my hands till this fheet was 
going to the prefs ; for my account would have received from it confiderablc improve¬ 
ments. A little before our arrival on the top of this hill, enter the county of Lan- 
cafter. 

Reach Rochdale, a town irregularly built, noted for its manufactory of bays. The 
church is on an adjacent eminence, to be reached by an afcent of about a hundred and. 
feventeen fteps. The Roche, a fmall ftream, runs near the town. 

Off. ii. After fix miles ride, pafs by Middleton. In a pretty vale, on an emi¬ 
nence, is Alkrington, the feat of Aihton Lever, Efq. where I continue the whole day,, 
attracted by his civility, and the elegance of his mufeum. 

Off. 12. Wearied with the length of my journey, haften through Manchefter and' 
Warrington, and find at home the fame latifaftory condufion as that of my former 
tour. 



APPENDIX,— Number I. 

Concerning the Conjlitution of the Church of Scotlands 

PRESBYTERIAN government in Scotland took place after the reformation of 
popery, as being the form of ecclefiaftical government moll agreeable to the genius 
and inclinations of the people of Scotland. When James VI, fucceeded to the crown 
©f England, it is well known that, during his reign and that of his fiicceffors of the 
family of Stewart, defigns were farmed of altering the conftittition of our civil govern* 
ment, and rendering our kings more abfolute. The efiablifhment of epifcopacy in 
Scotland was thought to be one point proper to facilitate the execution of thefe defigns. 
Epifcopacy was accordingly eftablilhed at length, and continued to be the government 
©f the church till the Revolution, when, fuch defigns JubfifHng no longer,. Prefbyterian 
government was refiored to Scotland. It was eftablifhed by aft of parliament in 1690., 
and was afterwards feeured by an exprefs article in the treaty of. union between the 

two 
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two kingdoms of England and Scotland, Among the mmifteafe of Scotland there fub- 
fifts a perfe£t equality ; that is, no mmifter, cenfidered as an Individual, has an authori¬ 
tative jurisdiction over another. Jurisdiction is competent for them only when they aft 
in a collective body, or as a court of judicature ; and then there is a fubor (filiation; of 
one court to another, or inferior and fuperior courts. 

The courts eftablifhed by law are the four following, viz. Church Sefllons, Prefby. 
teries, Provincial Synods, and above all a National or General Affombly. 

A Church Seffion is compofed of the minifter of the pariffi and certain difcreet lay¬ 
men, who are chofen and ordained for the exercife of diicipline, and are called Elders, 
The number of thefe Elders varies according to the extent of the parifh. Two of 
them, together with the Mmifter, are necefiary, in order to their holding a legal meet¬ 
ing, The mini Her al ways prefides in thefe meetings, and is called Moderator ; but 
has no other authority but what belongs to the Pncfes of any other court. The Church 
Seffion is appointed for infpefttng the morals of the parifhioners, and managing the 
funds that are appropriated for the maintenance of the poor within their own bounds. 
When a perfon is convifted of any inftance of immoral conduct, or of what is in com 
fiftent with his Chriftian profeffion, the Church Seffion inflids iome ecclefiaftical cen- 
fure, fuch as giving him an admonition or rebuke; or if the crime be of a grofs and 
pnblick nature, they appoint him to profefs his repentance in the face of the whole 
congregation, in order to make fatlsfaftkm for the publkk offence. The higheft 
church cenfure is excommunication, which is feldom inffifted but for contumacy, or 
for lome very atrocious crime obfHnately perl!fled in. In former times there were 
certain civil pains and penalties which followed upon a fentence of excommunication; 
but by a Britifh ftatute thefe are happily aholiflied. The cliurch of Scotland addreffos 
Its cenfures only to the confidences of men; and if they cannot reclaim offenders by 
the methods of perfuafion, they think it ineonfiftent with the fpirit of true religion, to 
have recoufe to compulfory ones, fuch as temporal pains and penalties. 

If the perfon thinks himfelf aggrieved by the Church Seffion, it is competent for 
him to feek redrefs, by entering an appeal to the Presbytery, which is the next fu¬ 
perior court. In like manner he may appeal from the Prefbytery to the Provincial 
Synod, and from the Synod to the Affembly, whofe fentence is final in all ecckflafticai 
matters. 

A Prefbytery confifts of the Minifters within a certain diftrift, and alfo of one ruling 
Elder from each Church Seffion within the diftrift. In fettling the boundaries of a Pref¬ 
bytery, a regard was paid to the fituation of the country. Where the country is popu¬ 
lous and champaign, there are inftanees of thirty Minifters and as many Elders being 
joined in one Prefbytery. In mountainous countries where travelling is more difficult, 
there are only feven or eight Minifters, in fome places fewer in a Prefbytery. The 
number of Prefbyteries is computed to be at about feventy* Prefbyteries review the pro¬ 
cedure of Church Sdltons, and judge in references and appeals that are brought before 
them. They take trials of candidates for the miniftry ; and if, upon fuch trial, they 
find them duly qualified, they ticenfe them to preach, but not to difpenfe the facia- 
ments. Such licentiates are called Probationers. It is not common for the church of 
Scotland to ordain or confer holy orders on fuch licentiates till they be prefented to 
fome vacant kirk, and thereby acquire a right to a benefice. 

It is the privileges of Prefbyteries to judge their own members, at leaft in the firfl 
inftance. They may b^ judged for herefy, that is, for preaching or publishing doc¬ 
trines that are contrary to the pubiick ftandard impofed by aft of Parliament and Affem¬ 
bly ; or for any inftance of immoral conduft* Profecutions for herefy were formerly 

more 
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more frequent than they are at prefent, but happily a more liberal fpirit has gained 
ground among the clergy of Scotland. They think more freely than they did or o.d, 
and confequently a fpirit of inquiry and moderation feems to be on the growing hand; 
fo that profecutions for trendy are become more rare, and are generally looked upon as 
invidious; Some fenfible men among the clergy of Scotland look upon fuhfcriptions 
to certain articles and creeds of human compofnion as a grievance, from which they 

would willingly be delivered. . . 

Prefbyteries are more fevere in their cenfnres upon their own members for any ltt- 
ftance of immoral conduct. If the perfon be conviaed, they fufpend him front the 
exercife of his mihifterial office for a limited time; but if the crime be of a heinous 
nature they depofe or deprive him of his clerical character; fo that he is no lo.-gef 
•a minifter of the church of Scotland, but forfeits his title to his benefice, and other 
privileges of the effitblifhcd church. However, if the perion thmks himlelf injured by 
the fentence of the Prefbytery, it is lawful for him to appeal to the rrovmcial Synod, 
within whofe bounds his Prefbytery lies; and from the Synod he may appeal to me 
National Affembly. Prefbyteries hold their meetings generally every month, except in 
remote countries, and have a power of adjourning themfelves to whatever time or place 
within their diftria they (hall think proper. They clioofe their own Prides or Mode¬ 
rator, who muft be a minifter of their own Prefbytery. The ruling Elders who fit m 
Prefbyteries, muft be changed every half-year, or elfe chofen again by their refpeaive 

Church Seffions. . _ 

Provincial Synods are the next fuperior courts to Prefbyteries, and are compoled of 
the feveral Prefbyteries within the province, and of a ruling Elder from each Church 
Seffion. The ancient diocefes of the bifliops are for the moft part the boundaries of 
a Svnod. Moft of the Synods in Scotland meet twice every year, m the months of 
April and Oaober,and at every meeting they choofe their Praefes or Moderator, who 
muft be a clergyman of their own number. They review the procedure of Prefbyteries, 
and judge in appeals, references and complaints, that are brought before them from the 
inferior courts. And if a PreCbytery fhall be found negligent in executing /he ecclefi- 
aftical laws againfl any of their members, or any other perfon within their jurirdidion, 
the Synod can call them to account, and cenfure them as they Ihall fee cauie. 

The General AlTembly is the fupreme court in ecclefiaftical matters, and from which 
there lies no appeal. As they have a power of making laws and canons, concerning the 
diicipline and government of the church and the publick fervice of religion, the Kmg 
fends always a Commiffioner to reprefent his royal perion, that nothing may be ena&ed 
incoafiftent with the laws of the ftate. The perion who reprefents ttie Emgis generally 
fome Scots nobleman, whom His Majefty nominates annually tome time before the 
meeting of the affembly, and is allowed a fuitable faiary tor defraying the expence of 
this honourable office. He is prefent at all the meetings of the ailembly, and at all 
their debates and deliberations. After the affembly is conftituted, he prefents his com- 
miffion and delivers a fpeech ; and, when they have finiffied their bufinefe, which they 
commonly do ill twelve days, he adjourns the affembly, and appoints the time and 
place of their next animal meeting, which is generally at Edinburgh, in the month of 
TV] £|v 

The Affembly is compofedof Minifters and ruling Elders chofen annually from each 
Prefbvtery in Scotland. As the number of Minifters and Elders in a Prefbytery varies, 
fo the number of their reprefent a tives muft hold a proportion to the number of Minif¬ 
ters and elders that are in the Prefbytery. The proportion is fixed by laws and regu¬ 
lations for that purppfe. Each royal burgh and univerfity in Scotland has likewife the 
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privilege of choofmg a ruling Elder to the Affembly. All elections muft at leaf! he 
made forty days before the meeting of the Aflcmbly. Their jurifdifrion is either eon- 
flitutive or judicial. By the firft they have authority to make laws in ecclefiafrical 
-matters ; by the other they judge in references and appeals brought before them from 
the lubordinate courts, and their fentences are decifive and final. One point, which 
greatly employs their attention, is the feltlemem of vacant parifhes. The common 
people of Scotland are gready prejudiced againlf the law of patronage. Hence when a 
patron prefents a candidate to a vacant parifli, the parifbioners frequently make great 
oppofition to the fettlement of the preferitee, and appeal from the inferior courts to the 
Aifembly. The Atfembly now-a-days are not difpofed to indulge the parifhioners in 
■■uareafonablc oppofition to prefentees. On the other hand, they are unwilling to fettle 
the prefen tee in oppofition to the whole people, who refufe to fubmit to his miuiftry, 
becaufe in this cale bis mini fl rations amongft them mu ft be ufelefs and without effect. 
'1 he Afiembly, therefore, for the moft part delay giving fentence in fuch cafes, till once 
they have ufed their endeavours to reconcile the parifbioners to the prefenree. But if 
their attempts this ways prove unfuccefsful, they proceed to fettle the prefen tee. in obe¬ 
dience to the a£t of parliament concerning patronages. Upon the whole it appears that, 
in the judicatories of the church of Scotland, there is an equal reprefentation of the 
laity as of the clergy, which is a great fecurity to the laity againft the ufurpations of 
the clergy. 

i he bufinels of every ininifter in a parifli is ’to perforin religious worlhip, and to 
preach in the language of the country to his congregation every Sunday, and likewife 
on other extraordinary occafions appointed by the laws and regulations of the church. 
The tendency of their preaching is to mftruft their hearers in the eflential doctrines of 
natural and revealed religion, and improve thefe inltruftions in order to promote the 
practice of piety and ibcial virtue. Of old, it was cuftomary to preach upon contro¬ 
verted and mylteiious points of divinity, but it is now hoped that the generality of the 
clergy.confine the fubjett of their preaching to what has a tendency to promote virtue 
and good morals, and to make the people peaceable and ufeful members offociety- 

Mini fters likewife examine their parifhioners annually. They go to the different 
towns and villages * of the parifli, and in an eafy and familiar manner converfe with them 
upon the eflential doctrines of religion. They make trial of their knowledge by putting 
quell ions to them on thefe heads. The adult as well as children are catechifed. They 
likewife vifit their parifhes and inquire into the behaviour of their feveral parifhione s, 
and admonifii them for whatever they find biameable in their conduft. At thefe vifi- 
tations the mimfter inculcates the practice of the relative and focial duties, and iufifts 
upon the neceflity ut the praftice of them. And if there happen to be any quarrels 
among neighbours, the ininifter endeavours by the power of perfuafion to bring about 
a reconciliation* But in this part of their conduit much* depends upon the temper* 
prudence, and diferaion of minifters* who are cioathed with the fame paffions, preiu" 
dices, and infirmities that other men are. J 


* 1 muft obferve, that Bifljop Burnet (by birth a Scotchman) adopted in bis dioccfe the zeal of the church 
oi Ins native country, and its attention to the morals and good condnft of the clergy and their (locks. Not 
fome did V> triennial vibrations, he ever/fummer, during fix weeks, made a progress through 

the mVnnri? ^ K,s . dloc f^p r rach ,n g and confirming from church to church, fo that before the rctnrn'of 
the triennial eifitatton, he became well acquainted with the behaviour of every incumberr. He preached 

*e°- fthe d - y °. f Sa, ’ [bl,r >'. ; «techifcdmnd inftrudled its youth for confirmation ; 
i* t - j" r n r 111 examination of candidates for holy orders; was an invincible enemy to nlu- 

S h i, m I X A "T rCfidentS ; filkd his office with -orth and dignity, and by his epifeopal mc- 
* ' is to be luipid, may liave atoned for the acknowledged blemiiltcs in his biographical character. 
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To this fenfible account of the church of North Britain* I beg leave to add another, 
which may be confidered as a fort of fupplement, and may ferve to fling light on foine 
points untouched in the preceding 5 it is the extract from an anfwer to fome queries I 
lent a worthy correfpondent in the Highlands, to whom I am indebted for many fen- 
fible communications : 

“ To apprehend well the prefent ftate of our church patronage and mode of fettle- 
ment, we mull briefly view this matter from the Reformation. At that remarkable 
period the whole temporalities of the church were re fumed by the crown and parlia¬ 
ment ; and foon after a new maintenance was fettled for minifters in about 960 parilhes. 
The patrons of the old, fplendid popifli livings, ftill claimed a patronage in the new- 
modelled poor flipends for par iff minifters. The lords or gentlemen, who got from 
the crown grants of the fuperiorities and lands of old abbies, claimed alfo the patronage 
of all the churches which wore in the gift of thofe abbies during popery* l The King 
too claimed the old patronage of the crown, and thofe of any ecclefiaftic corporations 
not granted away. 

<£ Lay-patronages were reckoned always a great grievance by the church of Scotland; 
and accordingly from the beginning of the Reformation the church declared againft 
lay-patronage and prefentations. The ecclefiafHc laws, or afts of affembly, confirmed at 
fall by parliament, required, in order to the fetdement of a mtnifter, fome concurrence 
of the congregation, of the gentlemen who had property within the cure, and of the 
elders of the parifh. 

The eiders, or kirk fefiion, are a number of perfons who, for their wifdom, piety, 
and knowledge, are elected from the body of the people in every parilh, and continue 
for life fefe bene germtibus^ to aflift the parilh minifter in fuppreffing immoralities, and 
regulating the affairs of the parifh. Three of thefe men and a minifter make a quorum, 
and form the lowed of our church courts. 

<s Thus matters continued to the year 1649, when by a£t of parliament patronages 
were abolilhed entirely, and the election or nomination of minifters was committed to 
the kirk feffion or elders; who, in thofe days of univerfal fobriety and outward appear¬ 
ance at leaft of religion among the prefbyterians, were generally the gentlemen of beft 
condition in the parilh who were in communion with the church. After the reftoration 
of King Charles IL, along with epifcopacy patronages returned, yet under the old laws ; 
and all debates were finally determinable by the general affembly, which even under 
epifcopacy in Scotland was the fupreme ecclefiaftic court. Thus they continued till 
the Revolution, when the prefbyterian model was reftored by a£t of parliament, 

e( The people chofe their own minifters, and matters continued in this form till the 
year 1711, when Queen Anne’s miniftry intending to defeat the Hanover fucceffion, 
took all methods to harrafs fuch as were firmly attached to it, which the Prefbyterian 
gentry and clergy ever were, both from principle and interefh An act therefore was 
obtained, and which is ftili in force, reftoring patrons to their power of defting 
minifters. 

“ By this a£t the King is now in poffeffion of the patronage of above ^00 churches 
out of 950, having not only the old rights of the crown, but many patronages acquired 
at the Reformation not yet alienated; all the patronages of the fourteen Scots bifhops, 
and all the patronages of the lords and gentlemen forfeited in the years 1715 and 1745* 
Lords, gentlemen, and magiftrates of boroughs, are the patrons of the remaining 
churches. A patron mu ft prefent a qualified perfon to a charge within fix months of 
the laft incumbent’s removal or death, otherwife his right falls to the prefbytery. 
vol. in, 3 y 46 A pref- 
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« A prefbvtery confifts of feveral minifters and elders. All panflies are annexed to 
fome prefbytery. The prefbytery is the fecond church court, and they revife the atlsof 
the kirk-feffion, which is the loweft. Above the prefbytery is the fynod, which is a 
a court confifling of feveral prefbyteries, and from all thefe there lies an appeal to the 
general affetnbly, which is the fupreme church court in Scotland. This fupreme court 
confifts of the King rcprefented by his commiffioner, minifters from the different pref- 
byteries, and ruling elders. 1 hey meet annually at Edinburgh, enact laws for the 
good of the church, and finally determine all controverted elections of minifters. They 
can prevent a clergyman’s tranfportation from one charge to another. Tney can find 
a prefentee qualified or unqualified, and conlequently oblige the patron to prelent 
another. They can depofe from the miniftry, and every intrant into holy orders be¬ 
comes bound to fubmit to the decifions of this court; which, from the days of our re¬ 
former John Knox, has appropriated to itfelf the titles of “ The very venerable and very 
reverend jAffembly” of the Church of Scotland. 

“ All the clergymen of our communion are upon a par as to authority. We can enjoy 
no pluralities. Non-refidence is not known. We are bound to a regular difcharge of the 
feveral duties of our office. The different cures are frequently vifited by the prefbytery 
of the bounds; and at thefe vifitations ftri£l enquiry is made into the life, dottrine, 
and diligence of the incumbent. And for default in any of thefe, he may be fufpended 
from preaching; or if any grofs immorality is proved againft him, he can be imme¬ 
diately depofed and rendered incapable of officiating as a minifter of the gofpel. Ap¬ 
peal indeed lies, as I faid before, from the decifion of the inferior to the fupreme court. 

“ Great care is taken in preparing young men for the miniftry. After going through 
a courfe of philofophy in one of our four univerfities, they mail attend at leaft for four 
years the divinity hall, where they hear the prele&ions of the profeffors, and perform 
the different exercifes preferibed them: they mu ft attend the Greek, the Hebrew, and 
rhetoric claffes; and before ever they are admitted to trials for the miniftry before 
a prefbytery, they muft lay teftimonials from the different profeffors of their morals, 
their attendance, their progrefs, before them ; and if upon trial they are found unqua¬ 
lified, they are either fet afide as unfit for the office, or enjoined to apply to their ftu- 
dies a year or two more. 

Our livings are in general from 6ol. to i sol. fterling. Some few livings are richer, 
and a few poorer. Every minifter befides is entitled to a manfion-houfe, barn, and 
liable; to four acres of arable and three of pafturage land. Our livings are exempted 
from all public duties; as are alfo our perfons from all public ftatute-works. As 
fchools are erefted in all our parilhes, and that education is cheap, our young genera¬ 
tion is beginning to imbibe fome degree of tafte and liberal fentiment unknown to their 
illiterate rude forefathers. The Englilh language is cultivated even hereamongft thefe 
bleak and dreary mountains. Tour divines, your philofophers, your hiftorians, your 
poets, have found their way to our fequeftered vales, and are perufed with pleafure 
even by our lowly fwains; and the names of Tillotfon, of Atterbury, of Clarke, of 
Seeker, of Newton, of Locke, of Bacon, of Lyttelton, of Dryden, of Pope, of Gay, and 
of Gray, are not unknown in our diftant land.” 
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APPENDIX.— Number II. 

Of the Fama Clam fa. 

By the Retr. Mr. Rutherford. 

“ S1R > 

« WHEN I had the pleafure of feeing you laft, you defired me to give you tome 
account of the proceedings of the church of Scotland again (I the minifter in cafe of a 
fama clamofa , I would think rnyfelf happy if I could in the lead contribute to affift you 
in your laudable defign of diffefmg knowledge, and of making one part of the kingdom 
acquainted with the manners and cuftoms of the other, \ ou are well acquainted with 
the church courts, and the method of proceeding in ordinary cafes, as 1 find from your 
Tour. An appeal can be made from a feffion to a prefbytery, from a pretoy ter y to a 
fynod, from a fynod to the general affembly, which is the fupreme court, and from its 
decifion there lies no appeal. Any perfon who is of a good character, may give to the 
prefbytery a complaint again/! one of their members ; but the prefbytery is not to pro¬ 
ceed to the citation of the perfon accufed, or, as we term it, to begin the procefs, until 
the accufer under his hand gives in the complaint, with tome account of its probability, 
and undertakes to make out the libel, under the pain of being confidercd as a flanderer. 
When fuch an accufation is brought before them, they are obliged candidly to examine 
the affair. But, befides this, the pretoy ter y confiders itfelf obliged to proceed again ft 
any of its members, if a fama clamofa of the fcandal is to great that they cannot be vin¬ 
dicated, unlefs they begin the procefs. This they can do without any particular accufer, 
after they have enquired into the rife, occafion, and authors of this report. It is a 
maxim in the kirk of Scotland, that religion muff fuffer if the fcandalous or immoral 
a&ions of a minifter are not correfted. And wherever a minifter is reputed guilty of 
any immorality, (although before the moft popular preacher in the kingdom) none 
almoft will attend upon his miniftry ; therefore the pretoy tery, for the fake of religion, 
is obliged to proceed agarnft a minifter in cafe of a fama clamofa. This however is ge¬ 
nerally done with great tendernefs. After they have confidered the report railed againft 
him, then they order him to be cited, draw out a full copy of what is reported, with a 
lift of the witneffes’ names to be led for proving this allegation. He is now to be for¬ 
mally fummoned to appear before them ; and he has warning given him, at leaf! ten 
days before the time of his compearance, to give in his anfwers to what is termed the 
libel j and the names of the witneffes ought alio to be fent him. If at the time appointed 
the minifter appear, the libel is to be read to him, and his anfwers are alio to be read. 
If the libel be found relevant, then the prefbytery is to endeavour to bring him to a 
confeffion. If the matter confeffed be of a fcandalous nature, fuch as uncleannefs, the 
prefbytery generally depofe him from his office, and appoint him in due time to appear 
before the congregation where the fcandal was given, and to make public confeffion of 
his crime and repentance. 

« If a minifter abfent himfelf by leaving the place, and be contumacious, without 
making any relevant excufe, a new citation is given him, and intimation is made at his 
own church when the congregation is met, that he is to be hold on as confeffed, fince 
he refilled to appear before them j and accordingly he is depofed from his office. 
When I was in Caitlmefs an inftance of this kind took place. A certain mmiller of that 
county was reported to have a ftronger affection for his maid than his wife. He made 
frequent excurfions with this girl; and although no proof of criminal converfution 
could be brought, yet there was great caufe for cenfure, as all the country took notice 
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of the affair, Upon meeting of the prelbytery, his brethren candidly advifed him to 
remove from his houfe a fervant with whom the public report had fcandalized him ^ that 
her longer continuance would increafe the fufpicion ; and as it gave offence to his pa- 
rifhioners, if he would not immediately difmifs her, they muft confider him as an enemy 
to his own intercft, if not as guilty of the crime laid to his charge. They remonftrated 
with him in the gentleft terms \ but he was ftill refractory, left the country, and carried 
his favourite maid in his train. The prefbytery confidered this as a confeffion of his 
guilt, and depofed him from his office/’ 

APPENDIX,— Number IIL 
Gaik Proverbs. 

i f LEAGHA IDI ~1 a choir am heul an anmhninn . 

Juft ice itfelf melts away in the mouth of the feeble, 

2. laldir a theid,*s anmhunn a tMg* 

The ftrong fliall fall, and oft the weak efcape unhurt- 

3. 3 S fada lamb an fheumanaich. 

Long is the hand of the needy, 

4. *S Ididir an f anmhunn tin uchd trebir. 

Strong is the feeble in the bofom of might, 

5. y S maiih an Sgdthan su'd car raid. 

The eye of a friend is an unerring mirror, 

6. Cha bhi ’m bochd sogh-ar faibhir. 

The luxurious poor fhall ne’er be rich. 

7. Far an tain* an abhuin , r s dnn as miigha a fudim* 

Moll Oiallow—molt noify, 

8. Cha mil cleith air art ok , ach gun a dheanamh* 

There is no concealment of evil, but not to commit it. 

9. Gib hi ua cloinne-btg€y bhi *ga tbirt 9 s ga gradia rraidh . 

The gift of a child, oft granted—oft recalled. 

10. Cha mil faoi gun a choi me as* 

None fo brave without his equal, 

11. 3 S mink a thainig comhairlk ghtic a beul amadahu 

Oft has the wifeft advice proceeded from the mouth of folly, 

12. Tuijhlkhidan f each ceitbir-chafach . 

The four-footed horfe doth often Humble, fomay the ftrong and mighty fall. 

13- Mar a chdimhcas duin a bheatha , bheir e breiih air a chbim-hearfnach* 

As is a man’s own life, fo is his judgment of the lives of others. 

14, Fanaidh duine sbna* re sifb^ 9 s bheir daine dona dmdeunn 

The fortunate man awaits, and he ftiall arrive in peace ; the unlucky ha liens, 
and evil fha.ll be his fate. 
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15. Cha do cbuir a ghitala ris , nach do chuir tuar harts. 

Succefs mud attend the man who bravely ftruggles. 

16. Cha ghlbir a dhearabhas ach gmotnh. 

Triumph never gain’d the founding words of boafl. 

17. ’S trie a dh’ fhds amfuighealfochaid , *s a mheitb am fuigheal-faramaid. 

Oft has the objefl: of caufelei's fcorn arrived at honour, and the once mighty 

fcorner fallen down to contempt. 

18. Cha do deiobair Team righ nan laoch riamh fear a laimhe-dcife. 

The friend of his right hand was never deferted by Fingal, the king of 
heroes. 

19. Tbig Dia re h* airc, V cha ’n atre nar thig. 

God cometh in the time of diftrefs, and it is no longer diftrefs when He comes. 

EPITAPH, by Ben Jonson. 

UNDERNEATH this marble hearfe 
Lies the fubjefl; of all verfe ; 

Sidney’s fitter, Pembroke’s mother: 

Death, ere thou haft kill’d another. 

Pair and learn’d, and good as fhe, 

Time Ihall throw a dart at thee. 

Tranflated into Galic. 

AN fho na luighe fo l\c-lighe 
Ha adh-bheann nan uille-bhuadh, 

Mathair Phembroke, piuthar Philip 1 
Ans gach Daan bith’ orra luadh. 

A bhais man gearr thu fios a coi-meas, 

Bcann a dreach, fa h* juil, fa fiach, 

Briftidh do bhogh, gun fhave do fhaighid: 

Bithi*—mar nach bith’ tu riamh. 

A SAILOR’s EPITAPH, in the Church-yard of Great Yarmouth, Norfolk. 

THO’ Boreas’ blow and Neptune’s waves 
Have toft me to and fro, 

By God’s decree, you plainly fee, 

I’m harbour’d here below: 

Where I mull at anchor lye 
With many of our fleet j 
But once again we mull fet fail. 

Our admiral Chrift to meet. 

Tranflated' into Galic. 

LE Uddal-cuain, ’s le fheide Gaoidh 
’S lionmhor amhra thuair mi riamh ; 

Gam luafga a nul agus a nal, 

Gu trie gun fhois, gun Deoch, gun bhiadh> 

Ach 
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Ach thanig mi gu calla taimh, 

’S leg mi m* achdair a ns un uir, 

Far ail caiuil mi mo phramh, 

Gus arifd an tog na fuill. 

Le guth na troimp’ as airde fuaitn 
L)us gidh mi, 's na bheil am choir 
Coinnich’ Ihin Ard-admhiral a Ghuain 
Bhon faith Him fois, is duals, is lonn. 

SAPPHO’s ODE. 

BLEST as the immortal gods is he. 

The youth who fondly fits by thee, &c. 

Tranflated into Galic. 

1. ’ADHMHUR mar dhia neo bhafmhor *ta 
’N t’oglach gu caidreach a fhuis re d’ fqa : 

Si chluin, fa cliith re faad na huin 

Do bhriara droigheal, ’s do fhrea gradh cuin. 

2. Och! ’s turr a d’ f hogair thu mo chlofs 

'Sa dhuifg thu *m croidh’ gach buaireas bochd: 

’N tra dhearc mi ort, s’ me goint le ’t aadh 
Bhuail reachd am uclid, ghrad mheath mo chail: 

3. Theogh *m aigne arts, is fhruth gu dian 
Teafghradh air feadh gach baal am bhiann : 

Ghrad chaoch mo fhuil le ceodhan uain 

’S tac aoidh mo chluas le bothar-f huaim. 

4. Chuer fallas ’rlath mo bhuil gun luth 
Rith Eal-ghris chuin ire m* fhuil gu dlu. 

Ghrad thug am piolg a bheannachd leom 

Is fhniomh mi fheach gun’ diog am chomm. 

EPITAPH on a LADY, in the Parifli-church of Glenorchay, in North Britain. 

1. AN fho na luighta fan Innis 
Bean bu duilich leom bhi ann 
Beul a cheuil, is lamh a ghrinnis, 

Haiad niolhe Iho nan tamh. 

2. TuilP cha toir am bochd dhuit beannachd : 

An lorn nochd cha chluihaich thu nis mo’ 

Cha tiormaich deur bho fhuil na h’ainnis: 

Co tuill’ O Lagg! a bhtir dhuit treoir ? 

3. Chan fhaic Ihin tuille thu fa choinni: 

Cha fnidh Ihin tuille air do bhord : 

D’f haiabh uain fiiairceas, Cure is mbdhan 
Ha bron’s bi-mhulad air teachd oiru. 
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Ip- EngliJh* 

i* LOW fhe lies here in the duft, and here memory fills me with grief: filent is the 
tongue of melody, and the hand of elegance is now at reft* 

2, No more {hall the poor give thee his bleffing ; nor {hall the naked be warmed 
with the fleece of thy flock* ‘I he tear {halt thou not wipe away from the eye of the 
wretched* Where now* O Feeble, is thy wonted help ! 

3. No more, my fair, {hall we meet thee in the facial hall; no more {hall we fit at 
thy hofpitable board* Gone for ever is the found of mirth : the kind, the candid, the 
meek is now no more* Who can exprefs our grief? Flow ye tears of woe ! 

A YOUNG LADY's LAMENTATION on the DEATH of her LOVER* 

Tran f] a ted from the Galic. 

GLOOMY indeed is the night and dark, and heavy alfo is my troubled foul: 
around me all is filent and ftill; but deep has forfaken my eyes, and my bofom 
knoweth not the balm of peace. I mourn for the lofs of the dead the young, the 
beauteous, the brave, alas ! lies low. Lovely was thy form, O youth ! lovely and fair 
was thy open foul! Why did I know thy worth?—>Oh ! why mutt I now that worth 
deplore ? 

Length of years feemed to be the lot of my love, yet few and fleeting were his days 
of joy*— Strong he (food as the five of the vale, but untimely he felt into the filent 
houfe. The morning fun law thee flourifh as the lovely rofe; before the noon tide 
heat low thou droop'll: as the withered plant. 

What then availed thy bloom of youth, and what thy arm of ftrength ? Ghaftly is 
the face of Love -dim and dark the foul-expreffing eye—The mighty fell to arife no 
more t 

Whom now fhall I call my friend ? or from whom can I hear the found of joy ? In 
thee the friend has fallen in thy grave my joy is laid.—We Jived, we grew together* 
O why together did we not alio fall! 

Death, thou cruel fpoiler ! how oft haft thou caufed the tear to flow! many are the 
miferable thou haft made, and who can efcape thy dart of woe ? 

Kind bate, come lay me low, and bring me to my houfe of reft. In yonder grave, 
beneath the leafy plane, my love and 1 fhall dwell in peace. Sacred be the place of our 
repofe. 

O feek not to difturb the allies of the dead. 


APPENDIX.— Number IV. 

Account of the Facing Woman of Rofsfhire* 

Dunrobin, Auguft 24, 1769* 

Thclnformatkm of Mr Rainy, M) Gloria ry-M in liter, in Kincardine, aneni Katherine M'Leod. 

KATHARINE MCLEOD, daughter to Donald M e Leod, farmer in Croig, in the 
parifhof Kincardine, Rolsfhire, an unmarried woman, aged about thirty-five years, fix* 
teen years ago contrafted a fever, after which Jhe became blind, tier father carried her 
to feveral phyficians and burgeons to cure her blindnefs* Their preferiptions proved of 
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no effect. He carried her alfo to a lady (killed in phyfic, in the neighbourhood, who, 
doubtful whether her blindnefs was occafioned by the weaknefs of her eye-lids, or a de- 
feft in her eyes, found by the ufe of fome medicines that the blindnefs was occafioned 
by a weaknefs in her eye-lids, which being flrengthened, fhe recovered her fight in 
fome meafure, and difcharged as ufuat every kind of work about her father’s farm : 
but tied a garter tight round her forehead to keep up her eye-lids- In this condition die 
continued for four or five years, enjoying a good (late of health, and working as ufuaL 
She contracted another lingering fever, of which fhe never recovered perfectly* 

Sometime after her fever her jaws fell, her eye-lids clofed, and fhe loft her appetite* 
Her parents declare, that, for the fpace of a year and three-quarters they could not fay 
that any meat or liquid went down her throat* Being interrogated on this point, they 
owned they very frequently put fomething into her mouth: but they concluded that 
nothing went down her throat, becaufe fhe had no evacuation ; and when they forced 
open her jaws at one time, and kept them open for fome time by putting in a (tick be¬ 
tween her teeth, and pulled forward her tongue, and forced fomething down her throat, 
{lie coughed and {trained, as if in danger to be choaked. One thing, during the time 
fhe eat and drank nothing, is remarkable that her jaws were unlocked, and fhe recover¬ 
ed her fpeech, and retained it for feveral days, without any apparent caufefor the fame; 
fhe was quite fenfible, repeated feveral que (lions of the fhorter ca tech if ms ; told them that 
it w r as to no purpofe to put any thing into her mouth, for that nothing went down her 
throat: as aifo that fometimes fhe underftood them when they fpoke to her- By de¬ 
grees her jaws thereafter fell, and fhe loft her fpeech. 

Sometime before I faw her fhe received fome fuftenance, whey, water-gmel, &c. but 
threw it up, at lead for the moft part, immediately* When they put the ftick be¬ 
tween her teeth, mentioned above, two or three of her teeth were broken. It was at 
tliis breach they put in any thing into her mouth- I caufed them to bring her out of 
bed, and give her fomething to drink- They gave her whey. Her neck was contract¬ 
ed, her chin fixed on her bread, nor could by any force be pulled back : (he put her 
chin and mouth into the difti with the whey, and I perceived fhe fucked it at the above- 
mentioned breach as a child would fuck the bread, and immediately threw It up again, 
as her parents had told me fhe ufed to do, and fhe endeavoured with her hand to dry 
her mouth and chin. Her forehead was contracted and wrinkled ; her cheeks full, 
red, and blooming* Her parents told me that flie fiept a great deal, and foundly, per- 
fpired fometimes, and now and then emitted pretty large qnantides of blood at her 
mouth. 

For about two years pad they have been w T ont to carry her to the door once every 
day, and (lie would fhew figns of uneafinefs when they neglected it at the ufual time, 
Laft fummer, after giving her to drink of the water of the well of Strathconnen, (he 
crawled to the door on her hands and feet without any help. She is at prefent in a.very 
languid way, and (lift throws up what file drinks* 


APPENDIX,— Number V. 

Parallel Roads in Glen*Roy* 

ALL the defeription that can be given of the parallel roads, or terraces, is, that the 
Glen of itfelf is extremely narrow, and the hills on each fide very high, and generally 
not rocky. In the face of thefe hills, both fides of the Glen, there are three roads at 
frnall diftances from each other, and diredlly oppofite on each fide, Thefe roads have 
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been meafured in the completed parts of them, and found to he 26 paces of a man five 
feet ten inches high* The two higbeft are pretty near each other, about 50 yards, and 
the lowed double that diftance from tile neardi to it. They are carried along the Tides 
of the Glen with the utmoft regularity, nearly as exact as if drawn with a line of rule 
and compafs. 

Where deep burns or gullies of water c refs thefe roads, they avoid both the defcent 
and afcent in a very curious manner \ fo that on the fide where the roads enters thofe 
hollows, they rather afcend along the Hope, and defccnd the oppofue fide until they 
come to the level, without the traveller being fenlibte of afcent or defcent. There are 
other fmaller glens falling into this Glen-Roy. The parallel roads furronnd all thefe 
Finaller ones ; but where Glen-Roy ends in the open country, there are not the fmalieft 
veftiges of them to he feen. The length of thefe roads in Glen-Roy are about feven 
miles. There are other two glens in that neighbourhood, where thefe roads are equally 
vilible, called Glen Giuy, and Glen-Spean, the former running north-weft and the 
latter fouth from Glen Roy. Both thefe roads are much about the fame length as 
Glen-Roy* 

It is to be obferved that thefe roads are not caufeway, but levelled out of the earth. 
There are fome final! rocks, though few, in the courie of thefe roads. People have 
examined in what manner they made this pafthge through the rocks, and find no vef- 
tige of roads in the rock ; but they begin on each fide, and keep the regular line as for¬ 
merly. So far^I am indebted to Mr. Trapaud, Governor of Fort Auguftus. 

I cannot learn to what nation the inhabitants of the country attribute thefe roads ; I 
was informed that they were inacceffible at the eaft end, open at the weft, or that 
neareft to the Tea, and that there were no traces of buildings, or Dmidical remains, in 
any part, that could lead us to fufpeft that they were defigned for ceconomical or reli¬ 
gious purpofes* The country people think they were defigned for the ehace, and 
that thefe terraces were made after the fpots were cleared in lines from wood, in order 
to tempt the animals into the open paths after they wererouzed in order that they might 
come within reach of the bowmen, who might conceal thetnfelves in the woods above 
and below- Ridings for the fportfmen are Itill common in ail great forefts in France 
and other countries on the continent, either that they might purfue the game without 
interruption of trees, or fhoot at it in its paflage. r 

Mr. Gordon, p. 1 14, of his Intinerary, mentions fuch terraces, to the number of 
fevemeen or eighteen, raifed one above the other in the 1110ft regular manner, for the 
fpace of a mile, on the fide of a hill, in the county of Tweedale, near a village called 
Rcmana, and alfo near two fmall Roman camps. They are from fifteen to twenty 
feet broad, and appear at four or five miles diftance not unlike a great amphitheatre. 
The fame gentleman alfo has obferved fimilar terraces near other camps ot the fame 
nadon, from whence he fufpefts them to be the works of the Romans, and to have 
been thrown up by their armies for itinerary encampments. Such may have been their 
ufe in thofe places : but what could have been the ob]e£t of the contrivers of the ter¬ 
races of Glen-Roy, where it is more than probable thofe conquerors never came, re¬ 
mains a myftery, except the conjecture above given fhould prove fatisfa£tory. 
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APPENDIX.— Number VI. 

Of Slough Doggs. 

SIR William Lawfon, and Sir "William Hutton, Knights, two of his Majefties Com- 
iniliioners for the Middlefhires of Great Britain. To John Mufgrave the Provoft Mar- 
Ihall, and the reft of his Majefties garryfon, fend falutations. Whereas, upon due 
■'* iftSTtSlb cf Healths dayly growing both in deed and reporte among 
you on the borders, Wc lorriitrly Conciuui^u -Hu agreed, that, for reforming thereof, 
watches fliould be fett, and Hough doggs provyded and kept, according to the contents of 
his Majefties directions to us in that behalf prefcribed. And for that, according to our 
faid agreement. Sir William Hutton, at his laft being in the country, did appoint how 
the watches fliould be kept, when and where they fhould begin, and how they might 
be ft and moft fitly continue. And withal l for the bettering his Majefties fervyce, and 
preventing further danger that might enfue by the outlaws, in refer tinge to the houfes 
of Thomas Routledge, alias Baylihead, being neere and next adjoyninge to the wayfts, 
he himfelfe beinge fled amongft them, (as it is reported) order and direction was lyke- 
wife, that feme of the garryfon fhould keepe and refyde in his the faid Thomas Rout- 
ledge’s houfes, and there to remaine till further directions be given them, unleffe he the 
faid Thomas Routledge fhall come in and enter himfelfe anfwerable to his Majeftyes 
lawes, as is convenient. Further, by virtue of our authority from his Majefty to us di¬ 
rected, touching the border fervyce. We command you that the faid watches be duely 
fearched as was appointed, and prefentment to us, or th’ one of us, be mad of every de¬ 
fault, either in conftables for their negleCt in not fettinge yt fourth, or in any perfons 
flyppinge or-negleCtinge their dutyes therein. And that you likewyfe fee that flough 
doggs be provyded accordinge to our former directions, and as this note to this war¬ 
rant annexed particularly fetts down. Faile yee not hereof, as you will anfwer the con- 
trarye 2t your perrills. Given under our hands and feals this 29th of November 1616. 


A NOTE how the SLOUGH DOGGS was agreed upon to be provyded and kept at 
the charge of the inhabitants, as followeth: 


Imprimis, beyond Elk, by the inhabitants there to be kept above the foot 

of Sarks - 1 Dogg. 

Item by the inhabitants of the infyde of Efke, to Richmond Clugh, to be 

kept at the Moot - - _ - 1 D. 

Item by the inhabitants of the parifh of Arthuret above Richmondclugh, 

to be kept at the Bailyhead - - - 1 D. 

Item Bewcaftle parifh, befides the Baylye and Blackquarters, to be kept 

at Kinkerhill - - „ . _ 1 D. 

Item the parifh of Stapilton - - - - 1 D. 

Item the parifh of Irdington - - - - 1 D. 

Item the parifh of Lanercoft and Walton . - 1 D. 

Item - . , . 1 D. 

Item - - - 1 D. 


Total 9 

It was appointed and commanded that the chiefe officers, bayliffes, and conftables, 
within every circuit and cumpafle wherein the flough doggs are appointed to be kept, 

12 fhould 
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ffiould take charge for tafkeing the inhabitants towards the charge thereof, and collect 
the fame, and for provydinge the Slough Doggs, and to inform the corafoiffioners, if 
any refufed to pay their contribution, whereby fuch as refufed fhould be committed to 
the gaoie till they paid the fame. 

N. B Bifliop Nicholfon has publifhed the orders of the watches, 6 Ed. VI. in his 
Border Laws, p. 215, &c. but as I have met with nothing concerning the Slough 
Doggs till the time of James the Firfl, am inclined to think it was a new inftitution 
in that King’s reign, when they were alfo appointed iu the Scotch borders. 


{ AP?END 1 K.—'Number VII. 

A Letter from Mr. George Malcolm , concerning Sheep-Farms , fcV. 

Communicated by John Maxwell, Efq. of EroomKolme, 

THESE grounds are not in common as in England, but are all feparate properties, 
and divided into extenfive farms, with diftiacl marches, from three to four thoufand 
acres. They are moftly paftured with flieep ; that is to fay, the farmer depends upon 
his fheep for paying the rent and yielding him profit. The cows which he keeps, and 
the corn which he fows, feldom do more than maintain his family. Farms of this large 
extent become neceffary j for, as they are not inclofed, the Iheep could not be paftured 
with eafe and convenience within narrow marches. Though the country was in a com¬ 
plete ftate of improvement, it is probable the hills will never be inclofed, as nature 
l'eerns to have intended them for breeding cattle to fupply the cultivated paftures in the 
low lands which fatten. So long as they are applied to that purpofe, and I think 
they can never be made fit for any other, they cannot pay the expence of inclofing. 
Every flock has a fhepherd to take care of them, whofe bufinefs it is to make them 
eat the ground equally, and in bad weather to keep them on fuch parts of the farm, 
where they are moft flickered from the ftorms. He can do nothing without his dog, 
which, you know, he learns to do wonderful things ; but it would be wrong to men¬ 
tion them to ftrangers, as they would think we bordered on the marvellous." It is fuf- 
ficient to inform them, that he can command all or any part of his flock, at the diftance 
of more than a mile. As the kinds of Iheep, and the methods of managing them, vary 
fo much in different parts of the country, it will be difficult to give your friend any 
clear idea of them. There is a gradual decline of foil from the eaft to the weft coaft. 
Jhis faft is put beyond a doubt, from the fize of both Iheep and black-cattle turning 
fmaller and fmaller as you advance from the eaft to the weft. The large flieep of the 
eaft border have often been brought here, but they did not thrive, but turned fmaller; 
and I have known our flieep fent to them, which you would not have known for large- 
nefs in a year or two. This fliews that the alteration of the fize is not owing to the 
fancy of the farmer, but to a real difference of foil. There are different kinds of foil 
required for different kinds of flieep, and at different ages. The lings, which is the 
name they go by before they are a year old, fhould have dry pafture, well mixed with 
heaths, and not much expofed to ftorms of fnow, which breeds them firm and found. 
The ewe, which is the female, fhould have much grafs, and not very high land, on 
account of the lambs which they bring forth in the fpring, and the wedder, which is 
the gelded male Iheep, is fitteft for the very high grounds, as being ftrongeft and moft 
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hardy. This accounts for molt farmers having more farms than one* as one feldom 
contains all thefe different foils and lituadons. Through Tiviotdale, the product which 
molt of the Tamers fell is wedders above three years old, and about a feventh or eighth 
part of the oldeft of their ewe flock* which are commonly about fix years old. They 
fell the wedders in June* and the ewes about Michaelmas- They are mo fitly bought 
by the Englifh for feeding. It is impoflible to give you an account of prices, as they 
vary altnoft every feafon. Within thefe twelve years, 1 have known the Tiviotdale 
wedders fell from ten to fifteen {billings, and the ewes from fix to ten (hillings- We 
fhear or clip the wool in the months of June and July. The price of the wool varies 
as much as the price of the (beep, from three Thill mgs and fixpence to fix (hillings and 
fixpence per ftone Englifli, fifteen pounds to the (tone. From five to between fix and 
feven fleeces go to the (tone. The market for wool is fometimes at Edinburgh* and 
fometimes in England. In fome parts of the eaff: of Tiviotdale they do not falve their 
fheep* but they do it in moft places. It is thought tar warms the fheep* and deftroys 
a kind of vermin called a cade* which infefts them much. The method of falving is 
very different, with regard to the quantity of butter mixed with the tar, and alfo with 
regard to the quantity of both laid on the fheep* The mixture is from twenty-four 
pounds Englifli to above three (tones of butter to fiixteen quarts of tar; and with this 
quantity they will falve from forty to one hundred and twenty fheep. The greater 
proportion of butter the better the wool is, not in point of finenefs, but it wafhes 
whiter, and confi.quently takes a better dye. Tfie colder the ground is, the more falve 
is laid on. It colls from two-pence halfpenny to three-pence halfpenny each fheep. In 
Tiviotdale, they have got much into the practice of giving their flieep hay in the fnows 
of winter, which is of much for vice to them. I cannot pretend to give you my opi¬ 
nion pofitively with regard to the rents paid, and how many flieep are kept by the 
acre : they vary with the foil of the ground, and often according to the opinion the 
different landlords entertain of the value of their eftates. More grounds keep below 
a fheep to the acre than above it; and the rent (lands from two (hillings to three {hil¬ 
lings and fixpence for each flieep. The rents of mod farms have advanced within 
thefe twelve or fourteen years, from a third to double ; which great advance has made 
Highland farming very uncertain, as no improvements which meliorate the farms can 
be made ; but they entirely depend upon the rife and fall of the markets, befides run¬ 
ning a great rifque. from bad feafbns. In Elkdale, where we live, we fell no wedders, 
becaufe we cannot afford to breed wedder hogs, on account of a difeafe, which kills 
great numbers of that age in our grounds. Our product is lambs and ewes at the age 
already mentioned. Within thefe twelve years, we have fold our lambs from two fink 
lings to four findings and fixpence, and our ewes from five (hillings and fixpence to 
nine {hillings. Our markets are the fame ns in Tiviotdale; our wool fells lower. 
Many of us have a praftite of milking our ewes ; though it is going faff into difufe, 
becauie it is generally thought to be hurtful. It renders the ewe lets fit to hear the 
itonus in winter; it makes her have lefs wool; and file will fell at a much higher 
price it Michaelmas, if not milked, being fatter. The great temptation to milk ewes 
is to provide butter for falving, which of late years has been very dear. As perhaps 
Mr 1\ may have a curiofity to fee a calculation of how much is made by milking, I 
ihall give you an account of what I made this year out of three hundred and eighty 
ewes at Burn loot; for I milk at no other of my farms. 


2 


I made 
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I made 7$ (tones Englilh of cheefe in fix weeks at 4s. 4d. per (tone 
is Stones of butter, at 5s- 6d. per (tone Englilh 


Wages of four women 
Wages of ewe-herd 


£' s ' 

3 8' 

o 18 


l • f- 

16 5 
% 6 


19 11 

3 6 

16 5 


N. B. The whey made from the milk is more than equal to the maintenance of the 
above five fervants. 

This comes to about 9^d. each fheep. 

To the north-weft of us, in Tweddale, Clydefdale, the head of Annandale, and in- 
Galloway, the farmers fell for their product wedder hogs, and fome of them lambs as 
we do. For the mod part the Englilh buy them to lay on their commons. They are 
a ihort coarfe-woo lied Ihccp, and efteemed very hardy. In thefe parts they are free of 
that difeafe which kills the young (heep in our country, and which is the reafon of their 
keeping all their male lambs on molt of the farms. Thefe hogs have fold, within thefe 
twelve years, from five (hillings to eight (hillings and fixpence. The difeafes to which 
(heep are liable are many. 1 (hall only mention three of them, which are mo ft mor¬ 
tal. That which we efteem the word is called the Rot. They contract it by paflur- 
ing in wet marlliy ground, when it happens to be a rainy feafon in the months of Au- 
guft and September. The only remedy is draining. A bad feafon will even bring on 
a rot in dry grounds, where there is much grafs. If they fuffer much hunger, either 
from an over (lock in fummer, or from the (hows in winter, it will occafion this difeafe. 
We call another difeafe the Sicknefs; it appears to be a kind of cholic, as it fwells them 
much in the body ; it mo illy attacks young (beep from before Martinmas until the 
fpring. We have 210 remedy for it. The third difeafe is called the Louping-ill which 
rages moftly from the ift of April to the ift of June. It deprives them of the ufe of 
their limbs. We likewife know no remedy for it. 

P. S. In reading over my letter, I think it right to explain that part of it, where I 
fay, that there are farms of four thonfand acres, I do not mean that thefe large farms 
are all paftured by one dock of (heep, for one flock has feldom above feven or eight 
hundred acres to go upon. 


APPENDIX_ Number VIII. 

Lift of Barons fummned to the Siege of Caeriavroc . 


ELLIS de ATJBIGNI. 
Aimar de St. Amand, 
Brian fitz Alan. 

Hugh de Bardolf. 

John de Beauchamp. 
John de Bar. 


John de la Bre£le. 

Walter de Beauchamp. 

John Botetorte. 

A nth. Beke, Bp. df Durham. 
Maurice de Barkley. 

Alex, de BailioII. 


Barth, 
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Barth. Badlefmeri- 
Barkley* 

Baffet* 

John de Clavering. 

Robt. de Cliffort* 

Hugh de Courtenay. 

Couches* 

Win. de Cantelo. 

Cromwelle* 
John de Cretingnes, 
Hugh le Difpenfer. 
Patric de Dunbar. 

1 Edm. Dain court, 

John Daincourr. 

Earl of Lincoln. 

Hereford. 
Warwick. 
Bretaigne. 
Oxford, 
de Laonis. 
Gloucefier. 

John de Engaine- 
John le Eftrang* 

Simo Frefill. 

Thomas de Furmval. 
Wm. de Ferrers* 

Adam de la Ford* 
Henry de Graye. 

Wm. de Grantfon. 

John de Graye. 

Gerard de Grondonvile. 
Henry de Graham. 

Ralf de Gorges. 

Euftace de Hache. 

John de Haftings. 

Simo de HalUngs, 

Robt. Haunfert, 

de Hontercomb# 
Nich. de Karrn. 

Philip de Kiine. 

Tho. de Lankafter, 
Wm. de Latimer. 

Wm. de Lay burn* 

Wm. le MadhalL 
Walter us Money. 

John de Moun. 


Roger de Mortaign* 

John de la Mare. 

Hugh de Mortimer. 

Simo de Montagu* 

Roger de Mortimer. 

Ralf de Monthermer. 
Bertrand Mountboucher* 
Robert de Montealto. 
Thomas de Multon* 

Johes. de Odefton* 

Henry de Pery. 

Rob. fitz Payne* 

Hugh Poinz. 

Johes. PaignelL 
Rob. fib Rogeri, 

Wm. de Ros. 

John de Rivers. 

Wm, de Ridre. * 

Tho, de Richmond. 

Richard de Rokele. 

Nich. de Segrave. 

Segrave* 

John de Segrave. 

Robt. de Scales. 

Rich. Sieuart. 

John de St. John* 

St. John* 
de Taterfall. 

Rob. de Tony* 

Henry le Ticis. 

John fitz Marmad* Thweng. 

de Vayafours* 

Aiinar de Valence* 

Rob. fil. Walter!. 

John de Warron. 

Rich* fiL Wmi. 

Adam de Welles. 

Rob. de la Ward. 

Rob.de Willeby. 

Alvin de la Zouch* 

Edvard us-Rex. 

Ed, fih Regis, 

Tho. fil. Regis* 

Baro de Wigneton. 
de Jfurkbridc* 
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APPENDIX.—^Number IX. 

Of the Gold Mines of Scotland. 

From a MS. of Col. Bouthw ck and others. 

MR. CORNELIUS DEVOSSEC, a lapidary in London, -.vas the fir ft who difcovered 
gold in Scotland. In the vallies of Wanlockhead (near Leadhills) Abraham Grey, a 
Dutchman, who lived foine time in London, got a good quantity of natural gold. He 
paid his workmen weekly, and lent to diverfe men beforehand, as it is written in that 
parchment book, laying, with this natural gold, gotten in Greatbeard’s time (for fo 
he was called, becaufe of his great long beard, which he could have bound his middle) 
made a very fair deep bafon, without any addition of any other gold, at Edinburgh, 
in the Canongate flreet. It was made by a Scotfman, and contained by eftimation. 
within the brims thereof, an Englifli gallon of liquor; the fame bafon was of clean 
neat natu?-aJ gold. If was then filled up to the brim with coined pieces of gold, called 
unicorns (which appear to have been only coined in James III. and James IV.’s time. 
For this vide Anderf. Diplom. et Numifmara Scotias) which bafon and pieces both 
were prefen ted to the French king by the regent Earl of Morton, who fignified upon 
his honour to the king, faying, “ My lord, behold this bafon and all that therein is; 
it is natural gold got within this kingdom of Scotland by a Dutchman, named Abra¬ 
ham Grey.” Abraham was Handing by and affirmed it upon a folemn oath, but he 
faid unto the faid lung, that he thought it did engender and increafe within the earth, 
and that he obferved it fo to do by the influence of the heavens ; then Earl Morton ftood 
up, faying, 11 I alfo believe that it engenders within the earth, but only of thefe two 
elements, viz. water and earth ; and that it was made perfect malleable gold from the 
beginning by God; and am certain that this cup, and all the pieces therein are of na¬ 
tural Scots gold, without any other compound or addition.” 

Mr. Atkinfon and Mr. George Bowes, both Englishmen, procured a commiffion 
into Scotland unto the gold mines, and I happened on a book of his making in England; 
I compared the fame (having carried it with me into Scotland,) with the report of the 
country; and the countrymen at Wanlockhead faid it was fo, and moil true, that Mr. 
Bowes difcovered a /mail vein of gold upon Wanlockhead, He fwore all his work¬ 
men to keep it fecret from the King of Scotland and his council: and fo he promifed, 
before his departure from England to the Queen Elizabeth, and by her letters to the 
council of Scotland, got a new warrant; fo was fuffered to dig and delve as he would, 
after another fafhion than Mr. Buhner or his' men did. He digged fundry fliafts, 
found ofiimes good feeling gold, and much fmall gold, of which he gave ten or twelve 
ounces, to make friends in England and Scotland. He had both Englifli and Scots 
workmen, and paid them with the fame gold. Mr. Bulmer's men found little or 
none. And when he and his men had filled their purfes, then he caufed the fliaft to 
to be filled up again, fwearing his men to fecrecy, and keep it clofe from the King 
of Scotland and his council. This was confefled by feme of Mr. Bowes's chief fer- 
vams fince his death. On his return to England, he fhewed the Queen a long purfe 
full of the gold found in the vein he had difcovered, and it was valued to be worth 
fevenfeore pounds. He told her Majefty he had made it very fure, and hid it up till next 
going there. She liked very well thereof, and promifing him a triple reward, and 
to prepare hiinfelf next fpring to go there at her Majefty’s charge alone, to feek for 

a greater 
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a greater vein; he went home reit to his own country in the north of England, where 
he dwelt; but unfortunately riding to fee the copper works and mines in Cumberland, 
at lvefwell, as he was going down into the deep, Lhe ladder broke, the earth fell in, and 
he was bruifed to death. 

Then Mr. Atkinfon fticceeded Mr. Bowses, and found gold which was prefented. to 
King James. Cornelius Devoffee, painter to Queen Elizabeth, excellent in the trial of 
minerals and mineral Hones, and acquainted with Nicholas Hilliard *, goldftnith and 
miniature-painter to her Majefty, engaged in the adventure with him in fearch of gold 
in Scotland. Both made an affignmem to Arthur van Brownchurft to operate for 
them. They being informed by travellers of good experience, how that as fand and 
-Travel have their feveral beds in England, even fo are there beds of gold and filver in 
foreign countries they had travelled ; rocks and craigs having veins and beds of iron, 
copper, and tin mine}, even fo gold and filver have their veins amongft rocks and in 
the ground, fo they hoped to find out a bed or vein of gold in Scotland. In confe- 
quence Brownchurft fearched, and found gold in fundry places, but was forced to leave 
all in the inint-houfe by command of the King, being a minor; and Earl Morton, re¬ 
cent, refufed Brownchurft the liberty of fearch, without paying full value for all fuch 
natural gold as fhould be gotten by him in Scotland ; and, though a fuiror four months, 
never obtained it, but became one of his Majefty’s {worn iervants in Scotland, to draw 
fmall and great pictures to the King. Mr. Bu-lmer, in Queen Elizabeth’s time, fearched 
aDd found gold, Stc. in thefe places in Scotland ; viz. 1. Upon Mannock moor in Nid- 
defdale. 2. Wenlock water, on Robert moor, in Niddefdale. 3. Frier moor, or Glen- 
gonnar water in Clydefdale. 4. Short-cleugh water in Crawford moor. 5. Long- 
Clench braes, or Long-Cleuch head. He prefented to the Queen a gold porringer, 
upon which were engraven the following lines: 

J dare not give, rmr yet pnfent* 

But render part of that’s thy own ; 

My mind and heart fhall fti!l invent 
To feek out treafurcs yet unknown. 

But, having loft his living by his own and others* prodigality, be recalled himfelf, and' 
penned a book of ail bis afts, works, and devices, named Bulmer’s Skill, and another 
great book on filver-mines, minerals, mineral ft ones, tin-mines, coal-mines, and fait- 
works, &c* It was propofed in council for him to procure twenty-four gentlemen of 
land, rent io,oool* value, or 500I. yearly, who were to diiburfe 300k fterling each 
man, in money or victuals, for maintenance of gold-mines in Scotland ; for which each 
was to be knighted, and called the Knight of the Golden Mines, or the Golden Knight; 
but it did not take place, for the Earl of Salifbury crofted his views, only one knight 
was made, Sir John Claypool, with Sir Bewcs Bulmer* Mr* Buhner vvriteth of the va¬ 
riety of (tones and metals found by him in Scotland 5 1. viz, natural gold great and fmall, 
2. natural filver, 3. copper-(tone, 4* lead-ore, 5* iron-(tone, 6. marble, 7* ftone-coal, 
S. beds of alabafter, 9* amethyft, 10* pearls* 

Memorandum of the minerals found in Scotland by Colonel Borthwick. 1* A 
filver mine on the north fide of the hill S. Jordan in the parifh of Foreran. 2. Gold 
found about Dtmidur beyond Aberdeen* 3. Silver called golden bank, at Menzies, in 
the parifh of Foveran 4 Silver, at the back of a park, where there is a well that 
ferns Difblair’s houfbold, parifh of Fintra, eight miles north by Aberdeen* 5. Gold 


* Mr. Walpole's Anecdotes of Paintings, i. 148. 
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in the boggs of New Leflie, at Drumgarran, two miles from Dunidur. 6. Iron at the 
well of Sipa, weft fide of Woman-hill, near Gilkomflone miln, quarter of a mile from 
Aberdeen. 7. Gold, very rich, in a town called Overhill, parifh Bechelvie, belongs 
to L. Glames, fourteen fathoms below the kiln. 8. I.ead, at the head ofLoughlieburn, 
north fide of Selkirk, 9. Copper, in a place called Elphon, in a hill befide Alien laird 
of Hill town’s lands. 10. Silver, in the hill of Skrill, Galloway. 1 r. Silver, in Win- 
dyncil, Tweed ale. 12. Gold, in Gienclought, near KirkhiH. 1 3. Copper, in Locklaw, 
Fife. 14. Silver, in the hill fouth fide Lochenhill. 15. Lead, in L. Brotherftone’s 
land. 16. Several metals near Kirkcudbright. 17. Copper, north fide Borthwickhill, 
Hawick, and Branxome. 18. Silver, in Kylefinoor, Sorn, and Machlin, Ayrihire. 
19. Several ores in Orkney. 


APPENDIX.— Number X. 

A Liijfertation on the Government of the People in the Wejlern IJJes. 

Written November 17, 1774, by tlic Rev. Mr. Donald Macqueen, of Kilmuir, in the file of Skie. 

THE diflance of thefe ifles from the centre of the ftate, fecured as they were from the 
awe of fupreme power, by high mountains, extenfive moors, and impetuous feas, while 
their fovereigns were employed in quelling more dangerous infurreffions at home, or 
in repelling the frequent incurfions of their fouthern neighbours, left them in a kind of 
independency on the crown of Scotland, especially while for fome centuries they conti¬ 
nued to be governed by Norwegian viceroys, who coming from a wild and barbarous 
country, cannot be expedited to have brought order or civilization along with them ; 
nor was the matter much mended when Somerlade, the famous thane of Argyle, upon 
being married to a daughter of Olave, depute King of Man, got a footing in the ifles, 
all of which to the north of the Mull of Kintyre, together with Kintyre itfelf, he pof- 
feffed by himfelf or his defendants, or thofe having right from them, until about the 
beginning of the fifteenth century. All this while whatever reformation was made in 
the heart of the kingdom on the manners and prejudices of barbarous times, could have 
made hut a very flow progrefs in the ifles; though, as iflands, they muft be fuppofed 
to have yielded to the arts of peace and good order earlier than their neighbours upon 
the continent. Iflands, on account of tbegoodnefs of the foil, and the additional fub- 
fiftence they draw from the fea, are generally clofer inhabited ; crimes could not then 
lie to long concealed among them as in diflant unhofpitable glens and mountains: they 
are alfo more frequented by flrangers; and therefore by a fort of collifion the men 
would polifh one another into good manners. They had a flieriff of the ifles under the 
Norwegian dynafly ; but when the lands were parcelled out afterwards by the lords of 
the ifles, the descendants of Somerlade, among harons of different ranks and fizes, 
each of thefe barons, aflifted by the chief men of the community, held his court on the 
top of a hill called Cnock and Eric, i. e. the hill of pleas, where the difputes they had 
among themfelves were determined, where the encroachments of their neighbours were 
confidered, and the manner of repelling force by force, or the neceflary alliances they 
were to enter into, refolved on. In this period, when agriculture, trade, and manu¬ 
factures were at a very low pitch, the law's were few and general: their little contracts 
were authenticated by being tranfaCked in the prefence of witnefles; the marches of the 
different barons were fixed before a crowd by two or more fagacious men, and two ox- 
more young lads were fcourged with thongs of leather, that they might the better re- 
vol. in. 4 A member 
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member the t ran faction. The Iaft who was thus ufed is now an old man* and a pen* 
fioner to the family of Macdonald. Nor were the people in their purchafes fo diffi¬ 
dent of one another, as to infill upon a cautioner, that the beaft or fubjeft expofed 
to open fale was fairly come by, or would not be reclaimed by another, which was once 
a common practice over the kingdom, called in plain Gaulic, Ra-difneab. The penal 
laws were more numerous, fevere, and particular; for when rellraints are put upon 
natural liberty, and the cudoms to which men' were habituated in a date of barbarity 
were to be reduced or abolifhed, men mull have very alarming examples painted before 
their eyes. The laws of the firll legiflators in all countries are very fevere, and are 
foftened and moderated according to the progrefs of civilization. The Iegiflator of the 
Jews, though a very meek man, punifhes feveral crimes with the mod cruel kinds of 
death, Honing and burning. Of Draco’s laws, one of the firll Athenian legiflators, it 
is faid that they were written with blood; and it is well known that the laws of the 
twelve tables were very fevere. Traitors were put to death in the ifles, being, according 
to a cuftom that prevailed among the Norwegians, firft gelded and both their eyes 
pulled out. Inceftuous perfons were buried in marlhes alive, and bankrupts, without 
entering into a confederation of the nature of their misfortunes, were ftripped of their 
all, clad in a party-coloured clouted garment, with ftockings of different fets, and had 
their hips dallied againft a ilonein prefence of the people by four men, each taking hold 
oi an arm 01 a thigh. This punifhment they called Ton cruaigb j and cowardice, when 
not capitally punifhed, was accompanied with perpetual infamy. The prifons were 
dark \uults, without beds, or the fmallefl crevice to introduce light, where no friend 
was permitted to comfort the criminal, who, after a long fall, was often killed with a 
fuifeit. This was the cafe of Heitchen, the fon of Archibald Clench, a traitor againft 
the family of Macdonald, who died in the vault of Duntulm, of a furfeit of fait beef 
being refufed any kind of drink. The feverity of juftice laid hold but on a few ■ for 
the protection of rhe tribe or clan was generally reforted to, who did all in their power 
to iave their own man from diftrefs, or to purfue with vengeance the perfon who had 
offended any of their number. It often happened in this cafe, that among powerful 
tribes the vmce of the judge was too weak to be heard ; then religion ftepped in as a 
ncceffary fupplement to his power. Sanauaries, called girths, were confecrated in 
every j t0 ^criminal fled ; where the fuperftition of the times, counte- 

nanced by the political inftitutions, fecured him from every aft of violence, until he 
was brought to a judicial trial. To this day vve fay of a man who flies to a place of fe. 
cunty, huge an girt cr ; and whatever party violated the fanftuary, which very feldom 
happened, brought the terrible vengeance of the church upon their back. - Such a bridle 
as this became abfclutely neceffary to reftrain the anger and impetuofity of a lawiefs 
tribe when provoked. Again, when the criminal got in among his own people, they 
did all in their power to juftify Ins conduft and fave his perfon. In this cafe the refent- 
ment turned on! he clan, and any one of them who fell into the hands of the offended 
wasfure to fuffer diftrefs, or to be kept in durance, until the criminal was delivered 
over to juftice, which praftice was at laft found expedient to be turned into a law in the 

kingdom, to prevent the clans from coming buckled in all their armour to the field to 
determine their own quarrels. 5 

In procefs of time they learned from their neighbours, as well as from their own ex- 
P™’' h f a Patriate ftrife and diforder Long tribes who were almoft™ full 
f ° f th «r natural liberty, excepting when the local cuftom flood in their way 
was dangerous to the public, and ruinous to themfelves. To ftop the pragrefe of re! 
fentment, they cancelled the injury by fatisfaftion with their cattle^ by a mutual agree¬ 
ment 
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ment betwixt the parties, which therefore was called a compofition, to be divided be¬ 
twixt the injured party and his dan. But as the compofition was not always eafdy ac¬ 
cepted, the principals of the different tribes fixed the value of it for every injury, and 
efti mated the life of a man according to his rank : here a people void of refinement 
made little diftinXion betwixt voluntary and involuntary trefpaffes, for fear that impu¬ 
nity in any cafe fliould give a fcope to wicked perfons to abufe the indulgence of cuf- 
tom or law. The greatnefs of the compofition in this cafe brought not only honour 
along with it, but greater fecurity in a rude and barbarous neighbourhood. This ran- 
fom was called Eric. The dan was then obliged to give up the defender, or become 
liable for the penalty proportioned to the injury committed. Thus the dans became 
mutual pledges for the good behaviour of the individuals who compofed them. When 
fpecie found its way in among them, a price was put upon the cattle, and by the necef- 
farv decreafe in the value of money, which they were not aware of, the eric came at 
length to be very trifling; but by this time the laws of the kingdom had made near 
approaches to them, which were far from being welcome to men clofely attached to 
their own cuftoms and connexions, being deaf to the voice of parties, and to the diftinc- 
tions of clans and individuals. 44 The law hath come the length of Rofsfliire,” faith 
one neighbour by way of news to another. “ O ho !” replies he, 44 if God doth not 
flop it, you will foon have it nearer home.” Much after this manner hath the progrefs 
of civilization been carried on in all the countries of Europe; for fimilar caufes pro¬ 
duce fimilar effeXs. 

AIL the time preceding the beginning of the fifteenth century, and fomewhat later, 
the government of the ifles and of the neighbouring continent was of the military kind. 
The people were made up of different clans, each of which was under the direction of 
a chief or leader of their own, and as their fecurity and honour confiflied in the number 
and ftrength of the clan, no political engine was negleXed that could be thought of to 
increafe their numbers, or inflame their courage. The children of the principal people 
were given out to nurfes : the fbfter-brothers, or coalts, as they called them, with their 
children and connexions for many generations, were firmly attached to their will and 
intereft. This fort of relation was carefully traced out, and the memory of it preferved, 
being efteemed a ftronger bond of friendflu’p than blood or alliance. It was to increafe 
their numbers that baftardy was under no fort of dilhonour: befides that the children 
got out of wedlock, to remove the uncertainty of their birth, expreffed more love, and 
underwent more hazards on account of the clan, than the lawful children, by which 
they generally acquired a higher degree of ftrength both of mind and body, and there¬ 
fore were fomethnes called to the fucceffion by a heroical tribe, in preference of. thofe 
who by the prefent laws ftiould enjoy it. Such a breach in the lineage of a family is 
difavowed, as being a dilhonourabie blot by the prefent race, though the feveral 
branches are apt to charge it upon one another, when debating upon the ideal chief- 
tainary of a clan. It was however reckoned no difcredit in the days of military prowefs. 
Abimelech, King of Sichem, was begot by Gideon, on a concubine, and preferred to the 
feventy children he had by his married wives. William the Conqueror was not alhamed 
to call himftlf the Baftard of Normandy ; as little wasUlyfles to acknowledge that he 
was the fon of a concubine. The fafety of the community is the fupreme law, to which 
every political confideration muft occafionally yield. 

It would be aftonifliing to hear that theft and plundering, inftead of being infamous, 
were reckoned the moil; wholefome exercife of youth, when they went without the 
limits of their own community, and were not taken in the faX, if it were not commonly 
known to have been the cafe every where. From this fource the chieftains derived 
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rewards for their numerous followers, and dowries femetimes for their daughters. It 
is known that one of them engaged in a contrail of marriage to give his fondn-law the 
pui chafe of three Michaelmas moons, at a feafon of the year when the nights were long, 
and the cattle ftrong enough to bear hard driving. This tranfa&iqn happened on the 
main land, where dark woods, extenfive waftes, high forked mountains, and a coaft 
indented with long winding branches of the fea, favoured the trade, Thefe were ftrong 
holds, little frequented by grangers, where the ancient practices and prejudices might 
be preferred to the lad periods of time, without feme fuch violent fliock as that of the 
year 1745. The iilanders yielded much earlier to the arts of peace and civility, for the 
Dean in the year 1 ^49 mentions only feme petty piracies from a few of the {mailer 
iflinds which were divided from a welUpeopled neighbourhood. 

In the military days, the chieftain drew little or no rent from his people : he had 
feme of the beft farms in his o wn hands, to which there was a cafual acceffion by for¬ 
feitures $ he had Iris proportion of the fines laid upon the trefpaflers of the law ; he had 
the herezield horfe when any of his farmers died ; he had a benevolence or voluntary 
contributions fent him, according to the power and good intentions of every man ; lie 
and his coflfir, or retinue, could lodge upon them when he pleafed ; and they were 
obliged to fupport him and his baron-like train, when he was employed in difpenfing 
juftice among them. This allowance was called a Cutting for the Court, or Gearrigh 
Mold. When rents began to be levied, which were at hr 11 but a moderate part of the 
produce of each farm, the former revenues gave way gradually, though feme branches 
of them were preferved till within the memory of men now living* Nor was it neceftary 
to ufe diurefs lor levying thefe accuftomed taxes or fervitudes; an attachment to the 
chief was thefirll principle of the people’s education ; a defect on that head was judged 
a renunciation of all virtue ; their thoughts and words were much employed about 
him ; it was the ufual acclamation on a furprife from any unexpected misfortune, 
“ God be with the chief! May the chief be uppermoft !” and {wearing by his hand was 
a common form of afTeveration ; on every fuch occafion giving him his proper title. 
Further, on the fide of the chieftain, no art of affability, generofity, or friendfhip, which 
could infpire love and efteem, was left untried to fecure a lull and willing obedience, 
which [Lengthened the impreflions of education, while they were not yet abufe'd by the 
chief, at the mitigation of luxury, and the ambition of cutting an unmeaning figure in 
the Low Country, where numbers were more reipected* and his ufefulnefs could very 
well be {pared. 

Ail this while the people preferved a good deal of their liberty and independence y 
the difpenfation of juftice, fuch as it was, kept them however in order within the limits: 
of their own country : but there was a law of another kind planted in the human bread 
by the friendly hand of our Maker, which bridled their natural impetuofity much more; ~ 
that was a quick fenfe of honour and fhame, which was nourifhed by their education, 
being all bred to theufe of arms, to hunting, to the exertion of their i Length in feveral 
amufements, games* and feats of aftivity* The bard celebrated the praifes of him who 
diftinguifhed himfelf on any of thefe occafions, and dealt out his fatire but with a very 
fparing hand, for fear of roufmg up the ferocity of men, who were in ufe to judge in 
their own caufe, when they appealed to the {word, and either retrieved their honour or 
died ; valour was^ the virtue mo ft in repute 5 according to their progrefs in it were they 
diftinguiflxed by their chieftain and friends. Every one of the fuperior clans thought 
himfelf a gentleman, as deriving his pedigree from an honourable flock, and propofed 
to co nothing unworthy of his deicent or connexions i and the inferior clans, the 
Boddacks, as they called them, tread at an humble diftance in the fteps of their patrons, 
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whole efteem and applaufe the}' courted with paflionate keennefs. The love, affection, 
and efteem of the community all aimed to procure by a difmterefted practice of the fa¬ 
cial duties, truth, generofity, friend fliip, hofpitality, gratitude, decency of manners, for 
which there are no rewards decreed in any country, but were amply paid among the 
Highlanders by that honour and refpeQ: of which they had a very delicate tafte. Ava¬ 
rice, debauchery 1 , churlilhnefs, deceit, ingratitude, which can fcarcely be punifhed by 
the, magiftrate, were bauifhed by the dreadful fear of fliame. Thefe two provifions, 
which hind nature hath made for direfling the conduct of man, were fo incorporated 
with the hearts and manners of the people, that the influence of them came down to 
our days, and continued a good fupplement to the want of law, and to the lime execu¬ 
tion of what law • hey had. Meu of lively open tempers are generally fincere, faithful, 
and religious observers of their words. Men ufed to terminate their dii’putes by the 
fword will detelt fraud and duplicity as the true enfigns of cowardice. Yet it muff be 
owned, that their virtues were too much confined to their own community, whole friend- 
fiiips and enmities every individual efpoufed, and were therefore more animated by the 
fpirit of faction than by their regard to reafon and common juftice, which led them 
often in a wrong way. Of all virtues their hofpitality was the mod extenfive; every 
door and every heart was open to the ftranger and to the fugitive ; to thefe they were 
particularly humane and generous, vied with one another who would ufe them beil,aml 
looked on the perfon who fought their protection as a facred clepofdum , which on no 
confideration they were to give up. Men of narrow principles are difpofed to attribute 
the uncommon hofpitality of the Highlanders not fo much to generofity as to felf-love, 
the ahfolute want of inns making it necefiary to receive the ftranger, in hopes of being 
repaid in their own perfons, or in that of their friends. Hofpitality was founded on 
immemorial cuftom, before the thoughts of men were contra&ed by the ufe of weights 
and meafures, and reckoned fo far a facred obligation as to think themfelves bound to 
entertain the man who from a principle of ill-will and refentment, forned * upon them' 
with a numerous retinue, which went under the name of the Odious Vi fitor, Coinimh 
jDkuimgb. Of this there have been inftances within a century back ; which kind of 
hofpitality could fcarce be fuppofed felf-interefted. 

To return from this digreflion (if it be one) a^giit the favourite virtues of the ilknders 
and their neighbours on theoppofite coaft. Let us recoiled, that when our fovereigns 
had any relpite from foreign and domedic troubles, they did not negled to try all 
means to aflimilate thefe diftant Ikirts of their dominions to their other more peaceable 
and induftrious lubjefts. The inoft of the proprietors, unread of holding of ihe lords 
of the ifles, were, on the fall of that great family, dire&ed by their belt friends to get 
their charters confirmed by King James IV. King James V. made an expedition among 
them, to quell their infurreftions; and King James VI. ferioufly propofed to introduce 
the comforts of civilization among them, when, in his fifteenth parliament, he erected 
the three burghs of Kilkerran or Campbeltown, Inverlochy, and Storneway, which, 
though among a people impatient of foreign intruders, they did not produce the full 
effect intended by government, yet made way for beating and diftreffing the renegadoes 
into good maimers, by means of the Campbels and Mackenzies, loyal fubjefts fupported 
by public authority, as could not mil’s to determine the illanders and others to fubmit 
to good order. 

At length the local cuftoms, andfuch new ftatutes as occafion required, enacted by 
the proprietor, his bailey, and fome of the better fort of people, were reduced into 
writing, not above a century ago, in the ifle of Sky, and proclaimed annually at the 
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church-doors. Some of thefe regulations are furprizingly regular and difHn£ ; and 
under the admimftration of a humane mailer and a judicious bailey, the people found 
themfelves happy enough. While the fpirit of clanfhip preferred any of its warmth 
the chieftain feldom intended an injury; and- when any was offered, by him or by 
another, it wa$ foon demoliflied by the weight of a multitude; but when this balance 
of power was weakened and diffolved, the people lay much at mercy; In time of a 
minority, or when the proprietor took it into his head to vifit London or Edinburgh, the 
eliate being left under the management of this bailey, who generally was the fteward or 
ladlor, the rights of mankind were often trampled under foot: being his mailer’s eyes, 
ears, and almoft his very foul, by whom he faw, heard, and underftood every thing, 
any obnoxious perfon was eafily mifreprefented. In time of a minority his powers of 
doing mifchief were more unreftrained, tutors being lefs attentive than any men to their 
own intereft. Scarce an imperial procurator fent to one of the dill ant provinces, dad 
in all the authority of the fovereigri city, was more dreadful than he, when a judge, 
executor of the laws, raifer of the rents, a drover, and entruUed with keepingthe lands. 
The feats of jullice were at too great a dillance ; the law a flow, uncertain, expenfive 
redreffer of grievances ; the Tatcor like to be fupported by his conftituent, while the 
general voice of a fervile neighbourhood went along with the man in power. Thefe 
were dii’couragements which the feeble efforts of a farmer could not eafily furmounr. 
In proportion as the old military fpirit decayed, all the natural and artificial connexions 
of the clans diffolved apace; every man was then left fingle, to combat a force too 
ftrong,for him to manage. In a very feafonable hour the heritable jurifdictions were 
aboliihed, and Iheriffs depending upon the fovereign alone appointed to difpenfe jullice, 
which was finely a great relief to the leidges, where their fphere of action was not too ex' 
tenfive for themfelves or the fubftitutes they were able or willing to employ in excentric 
corners; even in that cafe the people muftered up more fpirit, and acquired fome 
knowledge of the rights they were born to. 

The proprietors had ftiil a hold which the laws could not even moderate; for they 
could fet what value they pleafed on their freehold; and fome among them who had run 
themfelves in debt by high living; fome lvho had a pa Hi on for money, and did not fuf- 
ficently confider the ftate of their people, the greater number miftaking the high prices 
of cattle and of the other produce of their lands for the true ftandard by which to efti- 
mate their rent-roll, without making the neceffary allowance for the greater difburfe- 
ment of the farmers in fervants’ wages, implements of tillage, and in every article of 
living and family-keeping; and others, a few I believe, unwilling to fee any part of their 
former authority taken away without a fuitable compenfation for it, loaded their people 
with heavier rents than the advanced price of their cattle, &c. could bear; and rather 
than link under this burden, crowds of them made their way to the wilds of America - 
though the rage of emigration, like a contagious diftemper, feized upon feveral who 
had little caufe to complain. 

P. S. The hand-filling of the fomhern part of Scotland has put me in mind of an 
omiffion in the above. It was an ancient praftice, among the men of rank efpecially to 
take an year’s trial of a wife, and if they were mutually fadsfied with one another in 
that time, the marriage was declared good and lawful at the expiration of it. But when 
either of the parties infilled upon a reparation, and that a child was begotten in the year 
of probation, it was to be taken care of by the father only, and to be ranked among his 
lawful children next after his heirs. He was not confidered as a bathrd, bccaufe the 
cohabitation -was juflified by cuflrom, and introduced with a view of making way for a 
happy and peaceable marriage. One of the great Lords of the Ifles took fuch a trial of 
a nobleman’s daughter upon the continent, got a fon by her, and after reparation fettled 
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an exttnfive fortune upon him in lands ienendta de me 9 et heredibus meis , the greater part 
of which his honourable poflerity poffefs to this day. Such was alfo the power of cuff 
torn, that this apprenticeship for matrimony brought no reproach on the feparated lady ; 
and if her character was good, die was entitled to an equal match as if nothing had ever 
happened. 

Adultery was pimiihed here by dipping the guilty in a pond, or by making him or 
her ftand in a barrel of cold water at the church door ; and when the rigour of judicial 
difcipline was a little foftened, the delinquent, dad in a wet canvafs fhirt, was made to 
ftand before the congregation; and at the clofe of fervice, the minilter explained to 
him the nature of his offence, and exhorted him to repentance. 

All civil profeflions were anciently hereditary in the ifles. The bards, th ejheancbm 
or genealogifts, the phyficians, the pipers, and even the cooks, all of whom had appoint¬ 
ments in lands fettled on theip, according to the munificent temper of the feudal go¬ 
vernment, It was only in the time of our fathers, that Macdonald of Clan-romld's 
Sheanchy and Bard, Mac-Mhurach, began to pay rent for his heretable farm* The 
other hereditary profefllons have long been come to a clofe, except the Mae-Kar tars and 
Mac'Km mens j the pipers of the family of Mac-Donald and Mac-Leod, who ftill pre- 
ferve their appointments. I ftiall alfo except Doctor John Maclean, whofe anceffors 
have been phyficians to the family of Macdonald for time immemorial, educated at the 
expence, and preferred to the farm of Shulifta, near the gates of Duntulm, The late 
Sir James Macdonald, for the farther encouragement of the above gentleman, fettled 
upon him a confiderable penfion during life, to raife alfo the emulation of any of his 
fons who might be bred to his bufinefs, when they obferve a diflinftion made according 
to the merit of thefe hereditary profefiors of medicine. 

Though the profeflions were confined to one family, which might naturally be fup- 
pofed to quench emulation, yet the frequent occafion thefe artilts had of intermixing with 
the neighbouring chieftains, determined them to fupport the pride of their fuperiors, by 
exerting their whole powers to excel every other profeffor of their own art j becaule 
their love and attachment to their chief was the firit principle of their education. 

Neither have I heard that any of thefe families ever failed, though, according to the 
courfe of things, that fomedrnes might have happened j but they had the choice of the 
women among their own rank, the fuperior often giving directions in this momentous 
affair ; and among a number of children feme one or other would be found fit to fol¬ 
low his father’s, or, in cafe of an accident, his uncle's calling* it would be ftrange in¬ 
deed, if, among ten or twelve fons. Doctor Maclean could not find one with a genius 
for phyfic. 

Of the Grmpi/j* 

By the Same. 

BEFORE the arts of caning, engraving, or Itatu ary-work were invented, or in the 
countries, into which they were not introduced, the representations of the Divinity, 
whether high or fubordinate, were no other-than the trunks of trees, or rude unformed 
ftones. The emblem of the Supreme God at Dodona, confecrated by the Hyperbo¬ 
reans, was the trunk of an oak, and lb it was in the Maililiaii grove. 

- Simula craqne mi (la Deo rum 

Arte carent, ctefifqae extant informia truncis. 
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The emblem of Apollo at Delphi, fet up by the Pelas-Gi, the primitive inhabitants of 
Greece, was no other than .a pillar of (tone. Several examples of this kind are men¬ 
tioned by Clemens Alexandra mis and Eufebius. 

As the Celtic tribes worfhipped fpiritual Gods, whether the Supreme, or fubordinate 
ones ; they well knew that material reprefentations could not be expreffive of them, 
though the trunk of a tree or a Hone could very well mark out the place of worfhip, in 
a grove or on the fummit of a mountain, where thefmalll'ocieties in the neighbourhood 
might convene on folemn occafions, or as the neceffity cf the community might feem 
to require, in order to conciliate the favour and alliftancc of the Divinity whom they re¬ 
ported to. Men of different religious principles have been often unjuft to one another 
in common charge of idolatry ; the Proteftants lay it to the account of the Catholics, 
the Catholics to the account of Pagans of all denominations, which all deny, who know 
beft what they are employed about. They lurely pray, iuch at leaft of them as can 
think, not to a flock or a ftone, whether in a ftate of nature or formed by alt into a 
ftatue, but to the Divinity, of which one or the other is an emblem. Among the 
variety of fubaltern Divinities, which the Celtic tribes worfliipped, the fpirit of the fun 
was in the foremoil rank, the fun being the moll chearful, and the moil univerfally be¬ 
neficent of all created and vifible beings. It brought joy and gladncfs along with it to 
all the animal creation, to groves, to fields, and meadows. The day of its return was 
celebrated in every diftriS by a. feu dejoye ; w hence May-day was called in the Gauiic, 
la Beltein, the day of Bel's fire ; Belis"being one of the names of the fun in Gaul. 
Iiqodian, lib. 8. The worfhip of the fun was fo frequent, that fevera! mi (look it for 
the principal objeft of adoration. The indofures called Grianan, or Grianham, the 
Houfe of the Sun, are to be met with every where, in which they offered their facrifices, 
commonly horfes, burnt betwixt two large fires ; whence the proverb, “ Me is betwixt 
two Beltein fires,” which is applied to one in the hands of two artful perfons, whofe in¬ 
trigues he is not able to efcape. From thefe inclolures they alfo received oracular re- 
fponfes. When the elegant arts were invented, the Celtic Deities appeared carved, en¬ 
graved, or painted, in fuch forms as the imagination of the workman fnggelted to him 
as the moft emblematical and expreffive of the common conceit they entertained of the 
Divinities they meant to point out. Then they changed the rude Jumps into figures 
refembling living creatures, generally into men, as being the moft honourable forms. 
The Spirit of the Sun, or the God who, according to the ancient creed, guided it in 
its courfe, was figured as a young lively man, with long, yellow, diflievelled hair : under 
this appearance Apollo hath the epithet of j'jvvokcjko;, the golden haired, given hitn 
by Euripides j and of a.xngiexcy.oc, the unihaven, by Homer, alluding to beams of the 
fun, which are long and yellow. This imaginary conceit of the Hyperborean Apollo 
made its way to the Highlands of Scotland, where to this day he is called by the name 
of Gruagach, the fair-haired. The fuperftition or warm,imagination of ignorant 
people introduced him as a fportive falutarv gueft into feveral families, in which he 
played many entertaining tricks and then difappeared. It is a little more than a cen¬ 
tury ago, fince he hath been fuppofed to have got an honed man's daughter with child, 
at Shulifta, near toDuntulme, the feat of the family of Macdonald : though it is more 
probable, that one cf the great man's retinue did that bufmefs for him. But though 
tile Gruagach offers himfelf to every one’s fancy as a young handfome man, with fair 
treffes, his emblems, which are in almoft every village, are no other than rude unpo- 
lifhed ffor.es of different figures juft as they teemed caft up -to the hand of the Druid 
who confeersted them. Carving was not introduced into the Hebrides; and though it 
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had, fuch of the unformed images as were preferved would for their antiquity be reve¬ 
renced, in preference of any attempts in the modern arts. 

The Gruagich ftones, as far as tradition can inform us, were only honoured with li¬ 
bations of milk from the hands of the dairy maid, which were offered to Gruagach 
upon the Sunday, for the prefervation of the cattle on the enfuing week. From this 
cuftom Apollo feems to have derived the epithet Galaxius. This was one of the fober 
offerings that well became a poor or frugal people, who had neither wine nor oil to 
beftow; by which they recommended their only ftock and fubfiftence to their fa¬ 
vourite divinity, whom they had always in their eye, and whofe bleffmgs they enjoyed 

every day.-The infcriprion “ Apoltini Granno” (Grianich the Sunny) was on a 

(tone of this kind, dug up from the ruins of the Roman Pretenture, in King James the 

Sixth’s time.-The infcription in Gruter, “ Apollini Befino,” feems to have been 

on fuch another-The rock idols of Cornwall, in Dr.Borlafe, feem to be of the 

fame kind, though of different forms; for it was not the fhape, but the confecration, 
that pointed out their ufes. Notwithftanding they are numerous in this ifland, you 
will fcarce meet with any two of them of the fame caft. The idol ftones befides 
that remain with us are oblong fquare altars of rough ftone, that lie within the Druids 
houfes, as we call them. Obferve alfo, that the worfhip of the fun feems to have con¬ 
tinued in England until King Canute’s time, by a law of his, which prohibits that, with 
other idolatrous practices. 


APPENDIX.— Number XI. 

Of the Numbers in the Hebrides and the Wejiern Highlands . 


Counties. 

Parities* 



Proteftants 

Roman 





catechizable. 

Catholics. 

Argyle 

— Toracy 1 

— 

— 

893 — 

7 


Rofs Mile of Mull 

— 

1200 — 



Kilmore ) 

_ 


1800 — 


Argyle 

— Can nay 

— 

— 

16 — 

276 


Muck 

— 

-- 

80 — 

9 

Invernefe 

— Rum 

-- 

— 

271 — 

l 3 


E gg 

— 

— 

44 — 

39 ° 


Slate 

- " 


'1400 — 

1 


Strath 

— 


900 — 



Portree 

— 


1100 — 



Brackadel 

— 

llle or 

r Skip 4 

2500 — 



Diurnilh and ‘Waternilh 

OndCi 

2500 — 



Kilmuir 



1300 — 

2 


Snizort 



800 — 


Rofs 

— Loch-Broom 

_ 


2000 — 



Affynt 

— 

— 

1600 



Gair-Ioch 

— 

— 

3000 !— 

1 


Applecrofc 

— 

— 

1200 — 



Lock-carran 

— 

1 

f *774 
| fouls 



Kintail 

— 

( 

600 



4 B 


vol. nr. 


lnvernefs 
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Counties. Parities. 

lnvernefs — Glenelg, Bernera — 

Knodyart and ? 
North Morrar 3 
South Morrar 
Arifag — 
Moydart 
Sunnart 

Ardnamurchan — 
Morvern — 

Lifmore and Appin 


Argyle 


All in ( 
the Pa- - 
rilh of i 


Proteftaots 

Roman 

catech liable, 

660 

Catholics 

— 

— 95 ° 

— 

— 300 

4 

— 500 

10 

— 500 

439 

957 

noo 

2860 

— 4 


Thefe are the Parifhes mentioned in the Report, which I either vifited or failed bf. 
The reader may be probably deiirous of a view of the numbers contained in the other 
iflands ; which lhall be given from the fame authority, except when otherwise men- 


tioned. 

lnvernefs 

— file of Lewis* 

Stornaway — 

Lochs — 

EUg - 

Barvas — 

INI 

2000 

800 

IOOO 

JOOO 



Hie of Harris 
with Bernera 

Pabbay j 

sr r°° 

Joranfay 1 

Scaop J 

North Will } 

with Heylkir > — 


7 700 



Barra j 

South Will 
with Benbecula > 


250 

— 1850 


Erifca ) 

Barraf — 


80 

— 1020 

Argyle 

St. Kilda J — 

— Tir-I — 

_ 

88 

1240 



Col — 

— 

900 

“ 3 


* According to the account communicated to me by Mr. Gillander, agent of the ifland, the number ot 
fouls in 1763* amounted to between eight and nine thoufand. 

f Barra was a Proteftant tile till the reign of Charles II* when fume Catholic miflionaries, taking ad¬ 
vantage of the negleft and ill conduct of the miniiter brought the inhabitants over to their religion. 
t From Mr, Macaulay 1 * HiLlory of that ifiand. 
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APPENDIX!.— Number XII. 

Copy of a Writ of Fire and Sword. 

« CHARLES, by the grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland 
Defender of the Faith, To our Lovites * 

Meffengers, our Sheriffes in that part, con- 
junftly and feverally, fpecially conftitut; and to all and fundry our leidges whom it 
effeirs, greitting, Forafmuchas wee and the Lords of our Privy Councell being informed, 
that upon the 23d day of June laft by paft, the Perfons underwritten, viz. Lauchlan 
M'Laine of Broloies, Hedtor Oig M'Laine his brother, &c. were orderly denounced 
rebels and put to the horn by virtue of letters of denounciation direct at the inftance 
of Duncan Fiflier, Procurator Fifcal of the Jufticiar Court of Argyle for our intereft 
againft them, for their not compearing perfonally within the Tolbuith of the burgh of 
Innerrary, upon the faid 23d day of June laft, before Mr. John Campbell of Moy, 
Sheriffe Depute of the Sheriffedorae of Argyle, to our right trufty and well beloved 
Coufin and Councellor Archibald Earle of Argyle, Heretable Jufticiar General of the 
faid Shyre of Argyle and the ifles thereof, as they who were lawfully cited upon the 
24th and 25th days of May laft, by Duncan Clarke, Meffenger, to have compeared the 
faid day and place, to have found caution a&ed in the bookes of adjournall for their 
compearance the faid day, to have anfwered and underlyen the law for their convo- 
cating the number of three or four hundredth men in Aprile laft, by fending of Fyre 
proces thro* the ifle of Mull, Morveran, and other places, and remaining and abydeing 
upon the lands of Knokerfinartin in ane warlyke pofture, from the 2 2d of the faid 
month to the laft thereof; as alfo convocating one hundredth men, and keeping them 
in arms the fpace forefaid at Gadderly and Glenforfay ; and ficklike for garrifoning 
the houfe and fort of Caimbulg upon the day of the faid month, 

or ane or other of them, with the number of armed perfons, and 

appointing a captain and other officers for keeping the fame, and fecuring the country 
againft the execution of our laws; for their violent away carrying feveral corns, bear, 
horfe and fwyne, arrefted upon the lands of Croffchoill and Sulnavaig, by Duncan 
Clarke, Meffenger, not with ftanding of a lawful intimation made by the faid Meffenger of 
the faid arreftment; and likewife for the faid Lauchlan M‘Laine of Broloies, and David 
Ramfay, commiffary of the illes, and their followers, being in Tirie in Aprile laft, and 
opprefling the tenants there, by quartering and forning upon them, and caufing bring- 
meal and provifion frae the tenants and poffeffors of Kendway in Tirie, and others, to 
Lauchlan M'Laine baillie, in Tirie, his houfe in Kilfaile ; and laftly, for the forfaid 
perfons and their followers, in the months of March or Aprile laft, their entering into 
a league and bond, and obligeing themfelves by oath to join and adhere one to another, 
and immediately thereafter garrifoned the houfe and fort of Caimbulg in manner for¬ 
faid, contrar to and in contempt of our laws and a£ts of parliament made againft thefe 
crymes in manner at length fpecified in the criminal letters raifed againft them there- 
anentj as the faid letters of denunciation, duly execute and regiftrate in the books of 
adjournal of the Juftice Court of the Shyre of Argyle, conform to the aft of parliament, 
produced in the prefence of the Lords of our Privy Councell bears. At the procefs 
of the which horn the forenamed perfons moft proudely and contemptuoufly lye and 
remain taking no reguard thereof nor of our authority and laws, bot in contempt of 

* i. e. Loyal or true fubjcfls. 
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the fame haunts, frequents, and repairs to all places within this our realm, as if they 
were our free leidges, Wee therefore, with the advice of the Lords of our Privy 
Council, have made and conftitute, and hereby make and conftitute, the Lord Neill 
Campbell, John Campbell younger of Glenorcfty, Sir James Campbell of Lawers, John 
M*Leod of Dunvegan, Sir Norman M‘Leod, Campbell of Ardfmglas, 

M‘DonaId captain of Clanronald, Alexander Campbell, uncle to Auchinbreck, _ 

M*AIafter of Loop, and Duncan Stewart of Appin, our commiflioners in that 
part, to the effect after fpeceified givand, grantand, and committand to them con- 
junCtly and feverally our full power and commiffion, exprefs bidding, and charge to 
convocat our leidges in armes, and to pafs, fearch, feek, take, and apprehend, and, 
in cafe of refiftance, or hoftile oppofition, to purfue to the death the faids Lauchlan 
Maclaine of Broloes and remnant perfons forefaids rebells, for the caufes above-written. 
And if for their defence they fliall happen to flee to ftrengthes or houfes, in that cafe. 
Wee, with advice forefaid, give full power and authority to our faids Commiflioners 
conjunCHy and feverally as faid is, to pafs, perfue, and afledge the faid ftrengths and 
houfes, raife fyre and all kynd of force and warlyke engvnes that can be had, for 
winning and recovering thereof, and apprehending the faids rebells and their complices 
being thereintill \ and if in purfute of the faids rebells and their complices, they refill¬ 
ing to be taken, or in affedging the faids ftrengths and houfes, there lhall happen to 
be lyre railing, mutilation, flaughter, deftru&ion of corns or goods or other incon¬ 
veniences to follow. Wee, with advyce forefaid, will and grant, and for us and our fuc- 
ceffors, decern and ordain, that the fame fliall not be imputed as cry me or offence 
to our faid Commiflioners, nor to the perfons aflifting them in the execution of this 
our commiflion; with power to our faids Commiflioners, or fuch as fliall be convocat 
be them, to bear, wear, and make use of hagbutts and piftolls in the execution of this 
our commiflion, notwithftanding of any law in the contrary. And farder, we do hereby 
take our faids Commiflioners and fuch perfons as lhall aflift them in the execution of 
this our commiflion, under our fpecial protection and fafeguard. And this our com- 
miflion to continow and endure for the fpaee of ane year after the date hereof: Pro- 
vyded that our faids Commiflioners give ane account to us of their diligence and pro¬ 
cedure herein betwixt and the firft day of January next. 

« Our will is herefore, and we charge you ftri&ly and command that, incontinent 
thir our letters feen, ye pafs to the market croffes of and other 

places needful, and thereat in our name and authority command and charge all and 
fundry our good and loving fubjeCts, in their moft fubftantial and warlyke manner, to 
ryfe, concur with, fortify and aflift our faids Commiflioners in the execution of this 
our commiflion under all highell paynes and charges that after may follow. 
Given at, &c.” 

The above is copied from the records of the Privy Council of Scotland, on the 22d 
July 1675. 


APPENDIX.— Number XIII. 

Of the Siwms, 

A loathlbme and very infectious diseafe of the venereal kind, called the Sivvens, has 
long afflicted the inhabitants of the Highlands, and from thence fome parts of the 
Lowlands in Scotland, even as far as the borders of England. Tradition fays that it 

was 
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was introduced by the foldiers of Cromwell garrifoned in the Highlands. It occalions 
foul ulcers in the throat, mouth, and Ikin, and fometimes deep boils, which, when ulcer¬ 
ated, put on a cancerous appearance. It fometimes deftroys the nofe, or caufes the 
teeth to drop out of their fockets ; fometimes a fungus appears in various parts of the 
body, refembling a ralberry, in the Erfe language called Sivven. This diforder chiefly 
attacks children, and the loweft clafs of people, who communicate it to each other by 
their dirty habit of living. It is propagated not only by fleeping with, fucking, or fa- 
luting the infe&ed, but even by ufing the fame fpoon, knife, glafs, cup, pipe, doth, 
&c. before they have been wafhed and cleaned. This, like other fpecies of the ve¬ 
nereal difeafe, is cured by mercury ; and the only means of preventing fo dreadful a 
malady, is by the ftri&eft attention to every circumftance of cleanlinefs. 

APPENDIX.— Number XIV. 

On the Ducbefs of At boll and Lady Wright fijfbng at AtholUHoufe. 

By a Lady. 

WHERE filver-footed Garry nimbly flows, 

Whofe verdant banks the nymphs and naiads love; 

Where nature ev’ry blooming fweet bellows. 

Not lefs delightful than Idalia’s grove ; 

As contemplation led my wand’ring feet 
Along the margin of the cryflal flood. 

The feather’d fongfters hail’d the fweet retreat. 

And gentle zephyrs whifper’d thro’ the wood. 

Charm’d with the fcene, filent a while I gaz’d, 

Intently Aliening to the murm’ring ftream. 

In grateful tranfports nature’s God I prais’d. 

And long my foul purfu’d the rapt’rous theme. 

At length I heard, or fancy form’d the tale, 

A gentle voice in mournful notes complain; 

Soft echo bore the accents thro’ the vale. 

And thus the mourner feem’d to breath his pain: 

“ Why did I idly leave the coral groves. 

Where fafety on the breaflt of filence lies ? 

Danger ftill waits the heedlefs fool that roves, 

And in purfuit of fleeting blifs he dies. 

“ One fatal day, as near the brink I ftray’d, 

Two pleafing forms lean’d o’er the trembling brook} 

Their gentle fmiles an artlefs mind betray’d: 

Mifchief fure never wore fo fair a look! 


“ Each 
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« Each held a magic wand with wond’rous grace, 

A pendant line convey'd the tempting bait; 

O! fight portentous to the finny race. 

Fraught with the dire command of cruel fate ! 

“ My tender mate play'd fearlefs by my fide; 

With eager joy Ihe fnatch’d the hidden dart, 

Inftant, alas! I loft my lovely bride; 

What racking torture feiz’d my wounded heart! 

« E'er fince that hour, to pining grief a prey. 

My flowing tears increafe my native flood ; 

In melancholy fighs I wafte the day. 

And fliun the commerce of the fcaly brood. 

« Should chance^this mournful tale at Blair relate. 

Where dwell the dang’rous fair who caus’d my pain j 
They who can love fo well would mourn my fate. 

And ne’er difturb our harmlefs race again.” 


APPENDIX. —Number XV. 

Repofitory of AJhes. 

TWO miles north of Coupar Angus, near a finall village called Coupar Grange, 
on a gentle eminence, was lately difcovered a repofitory of the allies of facrifices, which 
our anceftors were wont to offer up, in honour of their deities. It is a large fpace, 
of a circular form, fenced with a wall on either fide, and paved at bottom with flags. 
The walls are about five feet in height, and built with coarfe ftone. They form an 
outter and an inner circle, diftant from each other nine feet. The diameter of the inner 
circle is fixty feet; and the area of it is of a piece with the circumjacent foil. But the 
fpace between the walls is filled with allies of wood, particularly oak, and with the 
bones of various fpecies of animals. I could plainly diftinguilh the extremities of fe- 
veral bones of Iheep; and was informed that teeth of oxen and Iheep had been found. 
The top of the walls and alhes is near two feet below the furface of the field. The 
entry is from the N.W. and about ten or twelve feet in breadth. From it a pathway 
fix feet broad, and paved with finall ftones, leads eaftward to a large free-ftone, Hand¬ 
ing ereft between the walls, and reaching five feet above the pavement," fupported by 
other ftones at bottom. It is fiat on the upper part and two feet fquare. Another 
repofitory of the fame kind and dimenfions was fome months ago difcovered at the dif- 
unce of three hundred paces from the former. From the numbers of oak trees that 
have been digged out of the neighbouring grounds it would appear that this was an¬ 
ciently a grove. 

A further account of fimilar ftruftures have been fince communicated to me. 

Mr. Pennant, in the third volume of his tour in Scotland, gives an account of 
an ancient building difcovered near the village of Coupar Grange, within two miles of 
Coupar in Angus ; this he fuppofes was a repofitory for the alhes of the facrifices which 
our anceftors were wont to offer in honour of their deities. A building of this kind, 

and 
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and which probably had been intended for the fame purpofes, was lately difcovered 
in the county of Edinburgh, in a field to the north of Midleton houfe, the feat of 
Mr. Michelfon and about a mile and half fouth-weft of Borthwick caftle. This build¬ 
ing, like that defcribed by Mr. Pennant, was about a foot under the prefent furface of 
the field, and was difcovered by the plough; it differed from Mr. Pennant’s in being 
only an irregular fegment of a circle, and in having the bottom lined with fine clay in 
place of flags; like Mr. Pennant’s, it had a narrow entry, pointing nearly N. W. Be¬ 
low I have given a rude figure, with the dimenfions. This building is formed in ge¬ 
neral of rough land ftones, and is open at top, the ftones not bound or overlapping 
one another as in good mafonry, and none, even of the bell ftones, appear to have 
been formed by art; the furrounding foil is gravel going deeper than the foundation 
of the walls. The whole fpace between the walls was filled with materials very dif¬ 
ferent from the circumjacent foil: the greateft part of the contents was a rich black 
mould, irregularly interfperfed with charcoal of wood, burnt earth, and bones reduced 
to a refemblance of faw-duft; a great many teeth in a more perfect ftate, fome of them 
very entire, all evidently the teeth of Phytophagous animals, fome plainly the teeth of 
lheep and oxen, and no appearance of human teeth. No artificial fubftances were 
found, nor any thing elfe but fome ftones that mull have fallen from the furrounding 
walls. The whole bottom was lined to the depth of fome inches with fine foft clay. 
On a riling ground to the eaft, called are fome large ftones, and are 

probably remains of fome ancient religious ftrudfcure. About a mile to the weft a field 
called the Chefters, with regular terraffes, on a bank to the north of it. . It is wifhed 
that our Britilh antiquarians would confider this ancient fub terraneous building, and 
give fome account of it. 

P. S. Iam informed that a building of the above kind has been lately difcovered 
in the eaft of Fife. 


Beginning of the entry 
Length of the entry 
Outward wall of the circular part 
Inward wall of ditto 
Height of the circular walls 
Width betwixt the circular walls 


F. Inch. 

2 6 broad. 

IS — long. 
42 — long. 

33 — lon g* 

5 5 

5 * 


KW. 


4** r *' 

—"" y 




Defcripiion of Craighall. 

CRAIGHALL, a gentleman’s feat two miles north of Blairgowrie. The fituation 
of it is Toman tic beyond the power of defcription. It is placed in the midft of a deep 
glen, furrounded on all fides with wide extended dreary heaths; where are ftill to be 
feen the rude monuments of thousands of our anceftors, who here fought and fell. 

. The 
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The houfe itfelf Hands on the brow of a vaft precipice, at the foot of which the river 
Erecht runs deep and fullen along. It commands a profpea for the fpace of half a 
mile northward, the raoft pleafant and moft awful that can be conceived. About 
twice the diftance now mentioned, the river, that had for many miles glided along beau- 
tifullv floping banks, covered with trees of various kinds planted by the hand of nature, 
feels itfelf confined in a narrow channel, by rocks of an aftomftnng height, through 
the chinks of which the oaks Ihoot forth and embrace each other from oppofite fides, 
fo as to exclude the kindly influences of the fun, and to occafion almoft a total darknefs 
below. The ftream concealed from our view makes a tremendous noife, as if affrighted 
by the horrors of its confinement. The echoing of the caves on every fide render the 
fcene /till more dreadful. At length the river is diverted in its courfe by a promontory 
of a great height, vulgarly called Lady Lindfay’s Caftle« Near the fummit this rock is 
feparated into two divifions, each of which rifes to a confiderable height, oppofite one 
to another, and appear like walls hewn out of folid /tone. In the intermediate fpace, 
fame fays this adventurous heroine fixed her refidence. After a few more windings, 
the river direfts its courfe to Craighall, having faluted feveral impending precipices as 
it rufhed along; particularly one of enormous fize and finooth in front, at the bafe of 
which, in a hollow cavern, is heard a continual dropping of water at regular intervals. 

Reeky Linn. 

REEKY LINN, three miles north of Alyth, and two from the famous hill of Barry, 
one of the largeft and moft beautiful cafcades of water in Scotland. The river May 
here darts over a precipice fixty feet in height. Through the violence of the fall the 
vapour is forced upward in the air like finoke, or, as the Scotch term it, reek, from 
whence it has its name. For a confiderable fpace along the courfe of the river, the 
rocks on each fide rife a hundred feet, and the river itfelf, in feveral places, has been 
found thirty fathoms deep. 

Of certain Antiquities in the Neighbourhood of Perth . 

Communicated by Mr. Thomas Marshall. 

ON the eaftern banks of the Tay, about a mile and a quarter above Perth, is a place 
called Rome, to which the Roman road, traced from Ardoch to Innerpeffery and Dup- 
plin, points, and is continued on the other fide of the Tay, in the manner that /hall be 
prefently obferved. 

At Rome is fuppofed to have been a bridge made of wood; for, in very dry feafons, 
large beams of oak, placed up and down the ftream, are feen. Thefe were the founda¬ 
tions, fixed exa£tly on a fpot where the tide never flows, and is only immediately out of 
its reach. This bridge was much frequented, ftrongly guarded, perhaps often attacked; 
for in the ground on the weftern fide are frequently found urns. 

About half a mile eaft of Rome, at a place called Sherifftown, are the veftiges. of a 
fort, but much defaced by agriculture. The caufeway or Roman road is continued 
from Rome, turns north at the fields of Sherifftown, and paffes through a noted Roman 
.camp at Graffywall. 

In its courfe it goes by aDruidical temple, confuting of nine large Hones, furrounding 
an area of twenty-five feet diameter, placed on a fummit commanding a great view. 
The road then paffes Berry-hill, and through the village of Dirige-moor, where it is 
very complete. From thence it is continued by the houfe of Byres, Stobhall, and 
Gallow-moor, near which are two other Druidical temples, of nine ftones each. The 

road 
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road afterwards paffes near E. Hutton, and from thence runs to the banks of die Ilia 
or Ilay. Its whole courfe from Rome to this place is nine miles, vifible in many places, 
left fo near to the villages as the ftones have been removed for building. 

At the fpot where the road touches on the Ilia, a bridge is fuppofed once to have 
flood: the neceffity is evident; for on the oppofite fide was a confiderable Roman 
poft. The Romans profited of the commodious accident of the two rivers, the Tay 
and the Ilia, which unite at a certain diftance below. Thefe formed two fecure fences: 
the Romans made a third by a wall of great thicknefs, defended again by a ditch both 
on the infide and the outfide. Thefe extend three miles in a line from the Tay to the 
Ilia, leaving within a vaft fpace, in form of a Delta. Near the head of the bridge is a 
large mount exploratory, and probably once protected by a tower onthefummit. On 
a line with this aretvro others; one about the middle of the area, the other nearer the 
Tay: thefe are round; but Mr. Marlhall doubts whether they are the work of art. 
But dofe to the junction of the Tay and Ilia is a fourth, artificial, which is ftyled Car- 
rick-know, or the Boat-hill, and feems defigned to cover a landing-place. I mull note 
that the wall is ftyled the Cleaving-wall. It merits further difquifition, as it will pro¬ 
bably be found to be fubfervient to the ufes of the camps at Hiethic and other places in 
the neighbourhood, which fome native antiquary may have ample time to explore. 

Not far from Blairgown is a vaft rectangular inclofure, encompaffed with a lofty 
rampart and a deep ditch; the length is an Englilh mile and a quarter; the breadth 
half a mile. Three rifmg grounds run parallel to each other the whole length of it. 
Two rivulets and Lornty water take likewife parallel courfes at the bottom between 
thefe rifings. In certain parts within are multitudes of tumuli. The fame are obferved 
Jn greater numbers on the fouth exterior fides, and fome on the eaft. With them are 
mixed feveral circular buildings, with an entrance on one part: of thefe little more 
than the foundations are left, which are fix feet thick. Some include an area of forty- 
eight feet; but the greater number only twenty.feven. The ditch is on the infide; by 
which this inclofure appears to have been defigned for a different purpofe than a camp. 
It probably was an oppidum of the ancient inhabitants of the country : the circular foun¬ 
dations, the reliques of their habitations, which, when entire, might have been of the 
form of the Danifti Dunes, lb frequent in the Hebrides; as the tumuli are certainly the 
places of interment. 


APPENDIX— Number XVI. 

An abridged Account of the Effefts of the Lightning which broke on Mchill Houfe , in Fife - 
Jhire, the Scat of the Earl of Leven , on the lyth of OElober , 1733 : 

Being Extra&s of a Letter from Mr* Colih Maclaurin* ProfefTor oF Mathematics at Edinburgh, to 

Sir Hans Sloake . 

“ sir, Edinburgh, December 3, 1733. 

“ AT the defire of the Earl of Leven I went to Melvill houfe, and took a particular 
furvey of the effefts of the lightning, which broke upon the houfe on the 27th of Octo¬ 
ber laft. As fome of them were very furprifing, I thought it might be worth while to 
fend you the following relation, not doubting of your thinking it worthy the attention 
of the Royal Society. The houfe Hands about twenty miles north from Edinburgh, 
on the north fide of a plain, which extends far from eaft to weft and towards three 
vol. in. 4 c - miles 
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irnles broad, fronts to the eaft ward of fouth, and near it are great plantations, which 
almoft fur round it, and in forne places extend to the diftance of three miles, 

<* We had fine weather in this country from the 9th to the 25th of Oftober,when 
the mercury fell very confiderably, and the weather changed. The 26th was a very 
bad day, having heavy rain, and in fame places fnow and hail. On the 27th the wind 
was welt, the morning cloudy, and we had thunder and lightning in many places very 
remote from; Melvill. 

« It was on the 27th, betwixt fix and feven in the morning, that the lightning broke 
upon the houfe, attended with loud peals of thunder. I could only meet with one man 
who was in the fields at that time, who was fo much terrified that I could gather but 
little from him. He faid the ftorm came from the N, E. towards the S. W., felt Lt 
very hot, and a ftrong fulphureous ftnell as the lightning pafled over him; faw it break, 
as he imagined, with all the colours of the rainbow among the trees near the houfe, 
filling all the country round with an extraordinary light. 

« The houie is covered with lead, and has four chimney-tops on each fide of the 
cupola. Of the four on the eaft end of the houfe, one of them, 211 which was one of 
the kitchen vents, and where there only was fire at that time of the morning, was beat 
down level with the lead roof: fcine of the ftones were carried above one hundred feet 
into the garden. The flates which covered the Hoping part of the roof on the well end 
were broke off for a confiderable fpace. There was one breach appearing in the out fide 
of the wall, which we were fure pierced through it: this was in the attic ftory, towards 
the weft end of the north front. A Hone was drove twenty feet from the breach upon 
a level, broke a fplinter off a (tone ftep of a back ftaircafe, and rebounded twelve feet. 
That part of the lightning which produced the moll confiderable effefts came down the 
chimney-head, which is the moft northerly of the four on the eaft of the cupola, where 
there is a vent of another chimney in the kitchen. In its defeent it made feveral breaches 
in that vent: it is plain that two proceeded from it, becaufe the fmoke from that chim¬ 
ney proceeded from both ; one of them in the great ftaircafe, from which a ftone of 
thirty-two pounds heavy weight was beat out, fo as to ftrike the marble floor at twenty- 
fix feet diftance, meafured on a level, and after that rebounded on the adjoining wall, 
AH the windows were entire in this ftaircafe; nor did any other effedts appear there. 
The other breach in this vent was in the oppofite direction, and pierced into a bed¬ 
chamber on the eaft fide, where was a noifome, fulphureous fmell for a confiderable 
time after, and a great heat: it made in the bed’chamber a large breach in the plainer 
cornice, and carried pkifter and htlr quite acrofs the room. Many panes of glafs were 
broke in both windows. I apprehend there muft have been another breach from the 
fame vent with a fouth direction, becaufe of the wonderful eftefl in the corner of the 
great dining-room, where a final! fplinter of wood, about thirteen inches long, and not 
heavier than two quills, was beat with fo much force againft the floor, as to leave a 
mark equal to the depth and length of its own body. On taking down the pannel be¬ 
longing to this bit of moulding, there was a crevice found, and this is very near oppo¬ 
fite to the great breach in the ftaircafe, only about four feet higher, but divided by the 
folid mid wall of the houie. In this dining-room many of the pidlure-iVames were 
fcorched, the paintings defaced and fpoiled, but the canvas entire. Panes broke here 
in all the windows ; and the window-curtains fo much finged as to blacken our hands, 
on rubbing the fide next the windows. In the drawing-room at the eaft end of the 
great dining-room, the cornice plaifter was broke in many places* and panes broke* 
The bed-chamber next it was already mentioned. 

“ In 
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« In the drawing-room on the weft end of this dining-room, the windows were en¬ 
tire, the fhutters cTofe, the doors locked, and no loot came down the chimney ; yet 
there is a large deep f'plinter tore out of a ftrong oak pa and. Before the pannel Hands 
a japaned cabinet, greatly tarnifhed at one end. A pier glafs betwixt the windows, in 
a glafs frame, has two breaches in the frame, and the reft entire. In the bed-chamber 
next to this drawing-room nothing was obferved. In the corner of the d re fling- ro o m 
belonging to this apartment there flood a barometer, which was broke in pieces : the 
mercury difappeared, and we could find no remains of it. I mull mention in this place, 
that his lordfhip would not allow' a lervant to clean any part of tnis principal floor till I 
fhould fee the effedls of the lightning. In this dreffmg-room the pannels were muck 
broke and fluttered ; and of thirty panes fifteen were broke. 

« Below thefe apartments, in the firft floor, is the bed-chamber where my lord and 
lady lay, being the centre room in the weft front. Two panes of one of the windows 
were broke, and the glafs found flicking on the curtains of the bed. Many pieces or 
the mouldings of the pannels were broke and torn off. The mirror of a dreffing-gfafs 
broke to pieces, the quickfilver melted off, but the frame entire, and flood in its place; 
it fmelt of fulphur for feme hours after. Two fmall pictures beat from one fide of the 
room to the other. A pier glafs betwixt the windows entire, but the pannel below it 
beat out; and a chefl of drawers before the pannel received no harm. The frames of 
two pictures, which hung at the fide of the bed, were much broke; and one of the 
pannels fell out lately, when a fervant was dulling it. 

« My lord’s account of what he obferved is, that he was awaked with the noifc of a 
great guft of wind; that, upon looking up and drawing the curtain, he perceived the 
lightning enter the room with great brightnefs, appearing of a bluifh colour. It made 
him cover his eyes for a moment; and on looking up, the light feemed to be abated, 
and the bluifh colour had difappeared j at the fame time he heard the thunder, which 
made an uncommon noife; he felt at the fame time the bed and the whole room fhake, 
much in the fame manner one feels a horfe when he routes, and was like to be choaked 
with the fulphur. When the maid opened the door, fhe was fcarcely able to breathe 
from (he fulphureous fleams which filled the room; happily the room was large, being 
twenty-two feet fquare, and fixteen feet high. 

« In an adjoining bed-chamber a gilded fereen was quite fpoiled, and though folded 
up, the gilding is burnt off every leaf. 

« In the parlour the gilding was melted off the'leather hangings nearly of this form^; 

and in the window direftly oppofite, at the diifance of twenty-four feet, in one of the 
panes, there is a rent exactly of the fame form with the melted place of the gilding, 
which does not reach to either end of the pane, about two inches long each line, the 
length of the lines of the melted hangings being above two feet each* This room in 
the fouth front. 

In the drawing-room on this ftoor there were many effects of the lightning* It 
has two windows to the fouth, and two to the eaft. A pannel was loofe, but kept from 
falling by a half-length picture which hung before it, upon a nail in the wall above the 
top of the pannel; on removing the pi£ture the pannel came down, and a piece of itone 
in the wall fell in, which probably had beat the pannel out of its place. On the outfide 
of the houfe we difeovered two breaches oppofite to the pannel, but they did not feem 
to go deep. Several other pannels were beat out, and particularly one of nine feet high, 
and three feet broad, was beat out fo to as to have the infide turned outward, and. was 

4 q $ found 
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found refting with the end upon a chair. Betwixt the two fouth windows flood a pier 
glafs, which has a piece taken out of it of a femicircular figure, nearly three inches long 
and two inches deep, and no crack or flaw in the reft of the glafs; the gilded frame 
much finged above and below: the piece w r as found broken, and one part had the 
quickfilver melted: above the glafs we perceived a hole in the pannel, as if burnt 
through. There was only one pane broke in this room, which was in one of the eaft 
windows. The hole in the pane was of the ftze and lhape of a weaver’s fhuttle. A 
glafs (like the other) which flood betwixt the two eaft windows was broke in pieces: 
the chitnney-glafs not touched. The vent of this room goes to the chimney-top, which 
was beat down. 

“ In the adjoining bed-chamber, there were feveral pannelsbeat out, and fome parts 
of them appeared to be burnt. A piece of ftone was found in the floor, which was 
evidently beat from behind one of thepannels, from a large hard ftone, which appeared 
to be much lhattered. 

“ In the attic ftory is the billiard-room, above the two eaft drawing-rooms: here the 
floor is torn up in two places, and large fplinters are carried off from the middle of the 
planks. A picture was driven out of its frame towards the other fide of the room; the 
leather hangings torn, and the gilding melted in many places. Of forty panes in this 
room, thirty-four were broke. 

“ Above the drefling-room, where the barometer was broke, is an interfoie, where 
there is a confiderable breach in the infide of the wall, from which lime and rubbifh 
were beat over the room. On a flielf feveral glaffes were broke, as were fome bottles, 
and a china bowl: four large bottles full of gunpowder on the fame fhelf efcaped un¬ 
touched. 

“ In the under ftory, in the kitchen, one of the windows looking eaft was beat to 
pieces : one of the iron bands beat to the oppofite wall; the other was driven out of a 
door, in a direftion at right angles to the former; the plaifter below the window tom 
up; and a lead ciftern which flood near it received fome damage. 

“ No perfon in the houfe received any harm, except that my lord complained much 
of his eyes for fome days.” f 


APPENDIX.— Number XVII. 

Copy of King Malcolm's Charter to the Town of St. Andrew’s. 


MALCOLMU 3 , Rex Scottorum, omnibus fuis probis hominibus falutem. Sciatic 
me concelfiffe hac Carta confirmaffe Burgenfibus Epifcopi Sanffi Andrea: omnes liber- 
tares et confuetudmes, quas mei Burgenfes communes habent Der toram 



Avene!. Apud Samftum Amlream. 
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APPENDIX.— Number XVIII. 

THE ROMAN MEASURES, whereof Vefpafian's Congius was their Standard, com¬ 
pared with the MEASURES ufed at prefent (anno 1775) in Annandale, where, as 
in all other Parts of Scotland, the Stirling Jug, or Scots Pint, continues to be the 
Standard. 


Roman Meafures- 

Engllfh 

Cubic 

Inches. 

Annandale Me a fu res. 

Englifh 

Cubic 

Inches, 

Difference, 

; 3 Sextarius £ Congius 

iojVw 

1 Scots Pint or Jugg 


QO'xVo Cub* Inch. 

6 Ditto 1 Congius 1 

1 zc 7 °-l 

2 Pints X Annandale Cap 

20 6*1 

.z6 

4 Congfus 1 Urna 

B28IL 

4 Ditto Caps -J Firlot 

837'— 

r°l D° D*. 

8 Congioa i Amphora 

1656- 5 3 

8 Ditto Caps X Firlot 

i6 S 

2'*i D° B°-- 

3 Modius i Amphora 

— — 

4 Firlots 1 Boll 

66 i 7 *J 

— ~ — 

20 Amphora t Cult us 

33130* 

zo Firlots 5 Bolls — 

i 3089 'Ab 

41 Scots Gills- 


JOHN LESSUE. 


APPENDIX.— Number XIX. 

Lift of Scots Manufactures, which are exported, and were made, &c. 

CORDAGE, ropes, and all forts of twine; Leith, Greenock, Port Glafgow, 

Earthern, Delft, and Stone wares; Preltonpans, Glafgow. 

Green Glafs bottles j Alloa, Leith, &c. 

Cad and wrought iron work j Carron. 

The fined chimney grates, made and polilhed at Edinburgh, 

Cutlery ware of different kinds. 

Leather manufactures of all kinds; Edinburgh, Kilmarnock, &c. 

Linens plain, diaper, damafk, lawns and gauzes ; printed,chequered, and ftripod linen, 
&c. Edinburgh, Glafgow, Paifley, &c. 

Stuffs of filk only, filk and cotton, filk and worded j filk gauzes, ribbons, &c. at the 
fame places. 

Woollen manufa&ures, viz. Edinburgh, Haddington, Muffelburgh; friezes, ferges, 
Stirling j tartans, blankets, Stirling, Kilmarnock, &c. worded, thread, filk dock¬ 
ings, Aberdeen ; the fined worded dockings from Shetland ; docking pieces, Edin¬ 
burgh, Stirling, Glafgow, &c. blue bonnets, caps, &c. Kilmarnock; carpets, carpet¬ 
ing, &c. Edinburgh. Kilmarnock, &c. 

Painted cloths and callicoes; many factories near Edinburgh. 

Copper, tin, and pewter manufactured j printing-types, greatly improved. 

Cotton manufactures, fudians, &c. 


Refined 
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Refined fugars; Edinburgh, Glafgow, Dundee, &c. 

Hats nearly equal to the Englilh; Edinburgh. 

Thread and yarn of all kinds. 

Thread lace; Dalkeith, Hamilton, Leith. 

Paper both for printing and writing. 

Candles. 

Soap, hard and foft ; Leith, 

Snuff, 

Salt; Alloa, Kirkaldy, Preftonpans, &c. Vitroil and fabammoniac. 

Bricks and tyles. 

Confiderable breweries for exportation at Edinburgh and Glafgow. 

Among the arts not eflemially neceffary for human life may be reckoned the curious 
manufactures of leathern fmiff-boxes. The arcifts Meffrs. Wilfbn and Clerk have ex¬ 
tended it even to mufical infirumerrts, and made a violin entirely of leather, which, I 
hear, gives as melodious a found as the bed: of wood : and that they have lately made a 
German flute of the fame materials. Paper has been lately made of the weeds taken 
out of Duddingflon Loch; I do not know with what fuccefs. Perhaps this was at¬ 
tempted after the example of the Germans, who have of late made a fort of nettle, and 
other vegetables. 

Woollen Manufacture. 

WOOLLEN manufactures are mentioned in 1424, in the fecond parliament of 
lames L where it is difeouraged by a tax. “ Item, It is ordained, that of ilk poundes 
worth of woollen elaith had out of the realme, the King fall have of the out-haver for 
culiom twa fhillinges/* 

After this, feveral regulations were preferibed by legiflature, and the wool prohibited 
from being lent into England. A law of James II. in 1457, (perhaps for the purpofe 
of peopling the boroughs, and civilizing his people, by drawing them out of the woods 
into civil fociety) prohibits any but burgeffes to buy wool, “ to lit, nor mak elaith, nor 
cut elaith/ 1 Yet, not to leave the majority of his people naked, adds, Bot it is to be 
otherwife faid, gif ane man hes wall of his awin fheip/' 

Janies VI. who (notwithftanding feme of us Englifh may think otherwife) had fre¬ 
quent intervals of vvifdom, prohibited the wearing of any cloth in Scotland but what 
was the manufacture of the country. 

I imagine, that in defiance of all the laws againfl: fmuggling of wool out of the king¬ 
dom, it was carried to Flanders. Old Hackluyt mentions it among the few exports of 
Scotland. 

Moreover oF Scotland the commodities 
Atc feiles, hides, and of wool! ihcfleefrj 
And all thefc muft paffe by ns away 
Into Flanders by England, Tooth to fay. 

And ah her woolle was draped for to feU 
In the townes of Poperiugc and Bell 

At length a woollen manufacture arofe in fome degree. There was an exportation 
of it into Holland till 1720: it was a coarfe kind, fitch as is made in the Highlands: 
much of it was fold to Glafgow, and fent into America, for blankets for the Indians. 


* Hollinfhed mentions thefc towns, p. 614. 


It 
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ft is in Scotland a clothing For the country people, ?nd is worth about iod. or i2d. a 
ayrd. The only broad cloth worth mentioning is that made at Paul’s work in Edin¬ 
burgh, which is brought to great perfection. 

Linen Nlanufa&urc. 

I CANNOT afcertain the time when the linen manufactures aroFe. There could not 
be a great call For the commodity, a century and a half ago, when people of fafhion 
fcarcely changed their fhirts above once the week in England. But,-thanks to the lux¬ 
ury, or rather the neatnefs of the times, this article has become a molt national advan¬ 
tage. The following table will fhew the flourilhing ftate of it in this kingdom ; and its 
great advance in forty-three years. At the foot of it is an account of the imports of 
flax into England and Scotland: and the exports of coal from the laft. 


ACCOMPT of LINEN CLOTH ftampcd in SCOTLAND. 


From 1 ft. Nov. 1727 to 1 ft- Nov. 1728 , 


Shires. 


Aberdeen 
Ayr - - - 

Argyll - - 

Banff" 

Berwick 

Bute 

Caithness 

Clackmannan 

Cromarty 

Dumbarton 

Dumfries 

Edinburgh 

Elgin 

Fife - - 

Forfar 
Haddington 
inverneis 
Kincardine 
Kinrofs - - 

Kirkcudbright 
Lanerk - - 

Linlithgow 
Nairne - - 

Oikney 
Peebles - - 
-Perth - - 
Renfrew 
Raft - - 
Roxburgh - 
Selkiik * - 
Stirling * 
diithtilattd - 


Wigloo 


Total 


Yards* 


43 2 
ioj, 6 iS 

9**93 


2/895 

66*027 

3*002 

747 

1,254 


363 

10,696 

* 7 * 885 * 
53 > 9 21 

272,658* 

6.353 


477.7+3® 

7 t 

10,844 

8 , 73 *: 

2 > 5 + a : 

6^ 


3,183,9 8 


Value. 

1 I.S 39 0 

\ 2,086 17 


2 

1 % 8 

O 

3,810 13 

6 

365 16 

1 

2+0 10 

2 

s. 3 J 6 8 

6 

152 13 

3 

198 17 

0 

47 12 
l 3 °’i 75 '0 

6 

97 

f * 4.735 t) 

c— 

18 3 

0 

401 2 

0 

i .°45 '+ 

3 * 

2,906 J9 

0 

9,968 0 

3 

476 9 

6 

2 3 * 9 S 5 0 


6,852 1+ 

9 

402 6 

6 

914 16 


436 12 

6 

191 2 

9 

3 7 

0 

103,312 9 

3 c 


From iff, Nov- 1770 to 1 ft. Nov. 

I77 I. 

r 


Price j.'er 

s Yards* 

Value- 

Yard aca 



Medium. 

198,177 

14,716 1 4 

1 5 Yt 

193,+‘i 

10,530 I 8 

I l 

54.3*5 

3,*3 2 9 0 

I l4 a 

$<>,129 

5* 6 45 4 $i 

■» in * m 

I 7 ^ 

S>59* 

I87 7 0 

0 8 

173,893 

11,618 17 ij 

1 + 

43. i6 7 

2^34 8 

O 1 [ J_9 

214,834 

19,487 12 O 

i 9 . i 

63,676 

*,344 » 

0 sjj. 

' 1,885,622 

72,138 3 a| 

0 92, 

5370038511 

147,456 19 3 

0 61 

11 j 

10,838 6 11! 

1 iii 

«3*79 8 

6,425 5 2 

0 6i 

118,628 

4,030 3 2! 

0 8* 

79*46° 

2,852 3 

0 8L 

1,302 

114 IQ IO 

1 

2,019,782 

172,347 12 9 

1 8i_ 

2 3 204 

iK8 4 1 

1 84 ; 

I4>7.H 

85212 8 

£ 

2 1 ,ob8 

^257 12 5 

I 9 jl 

i ,6*4,717 

66,153 6 3 

0 Q* 

684,557 

70,, 77 9 6 

2 C-l 

jo ,1^5 

410 9 4 

0 C— 

55> 62 5 

3,379 *o ‘if 

. 

- 

* " 


47*95^ 

2,J78 I5 O 

0 lit. 

- 

* m- m — 

— m 

16,996 

691 0 5 

0 9 t* 

13,672,3481 

63^.389 3 si 



An 
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An ACCOUNT of the TOTAL QUANTITIES of FLAX* HEMP, FLAX-SEED, and 
LINEN YARN* imported in England and Scotland, from 5th January 1764405^ Ditto 1772 : 
together with the TOTAL QUANTITIES of COALS exported from Scotland to Foreign Parts, 
from 5 th January 1765 to ytiTjanuaiy 1772* 


Total of Flax &c. imported ) 
in England J 


From 5th January 176410 5U1 January 1771. 


Flax Rough* 


Cwts, qrs. lb* 
i,ijo,7 r 9 o 3 


Hemp Rough. 


Cwts. qrs* lb* 
2,639,236 2 22 


Linfeed. 


Total of Flax* imported 
in Scotland. 


J | 533-/49 3 11 j *i2-9 So 3 4 


Bufhtls. 
1,792,465 \ 

455 - 2+3 l 


Yarn Linen, 
Raw, 


Ib. 

55,006,029 
9J4-972 i 



From 5th January 1765 to 5th January 1772. 




Pitforan 


Great Coals* 

Small Coals* 

Coals, 

Duty 

free. 


Tons* Cwts. qrs. 

Chalders. Bufii. 

ChalJers. 

Total of Coals exported from Scotland 

86*050 14 0 

27,797 7 i 

4681 


APPENDIX-— Number XX. 
Itinerary. 


ARDMADY, to Port Sonnachan, 
Inveraray, 

Cladich, 

Tiendrum, 

Killin, 

Taymouth, 

Logierait, 

Blair, 

Dunkeld, 

Delvin, 

Perth, 

Dupplin, 

Inaerpeffery, 


Miles. 

18 

11 
IO 

12 
20 
l6 
12 
12 
20 

7 

15 

5 

10 


Miles. 

5 

6 


Crief by Fintillick, 

Comerie, 

To Loch-Earn and 3 miles along its 
fide. 

Back to Fintillick, 

Caftle-Drummond, 

Kaymes Caftle, 

Ardoch, 

By Tullibardine to Dupplin, 

Tibbimoor, Huntingtower, and again 
to Dupplin, | 0 

Perth, ^ 

Errol, IO 

4 Dundee, 


9 

18 

1 

4 

3 

20 
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Dundee, 

Miles. 

*J 

Kirkaldie, 

Miles, 

9 

Panmure, 

10 

By Kinghorn to Aberdour, 

8 

Aberbrothic, 

7 

Dumferline, 

8 

Ferriden, Montrofe, 

12 

Limekilns near Broomhall, 

4 

North-Bridge, 

5 

Culrofs, 

4 

Lawrence Kirk, 

6 

Clackmannan, 

4 

Stonehive, 

15 

Alloa, 

1 

Urie, 

2 

Sterling, 

7 

Fettercairn, 

18 

Falkirk, 

11 

Catter-thun, 

9 

Linlithgow, 

8 

Brechin, 

3 

Kirklifton, 

*-* 

Careflon, 

5 

Edinburgh, 

S 

Forfar, 

6 

Hawthornden, Rollin, and back to 


Glames, 

5 

Edinburgh, 

14 

Belmont, 

6 

Dalkeith, and again to Edinburgh, 

14 

Dunfinane, 

10 

Cranfton, 

10 

Perth, 

7 

Crichton and Borthwick cattle, and 


Dupplin by the Sterling road. 

3 

back to Cranfton, 

10 

Earn Bridge, 

4 

Blackfhields, 

4 

Abernethy, 

4 

Lauder, 

11 

Falkland, 

8 

1 Gala-fhields, 

10 

Melville, 

4 

Melros, 

3 

St. Andrews, 

14 

Dryburgh, 

3 

Leven, 

J 5 

Kelfo, 

10 

Carham, 

ENG 

Miles. 

5 

LAND. 

Pierce Bridge, 

Miles. 

12 

Palinfburne, 

8 

Richmond, 

IO 

Wooler, 

8 

Wenfley, 

IO 

Wooler- ha ugh-h ead, 

2 

Kettlewell, 

l6 

Chillingham cattle. 

3 

Skipton, 

l 8 

Percy's Crofs, 

5 

Keighly, 


Wittingham, 

5 

Haikix* 

12 

Half-way houfe. 

4 

Rochdale, 

16 

Rothbury, 

5 

Alkrington, 

6 

Cambo 

11 

Manchefter, 

6 

Hexham, 

18 

Barton bridge* 

5 

C.orbridge, 

4 

Warrington* 

5 

Newcaltle, 

l 7 

Chefter, 

20 

Durham, 

1 5 

Downing, 

£2 

Billiop AukJand, 

10 
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ACCOUNT OF THE DROSJCKS. 

[From Garnet's Tour] 

A UGUST ii. About feven o’clock in the morning we fet out from Callander, 
along the banks of the Tea*, and paffed through the final! village of Kilmahog; 
on our right we law the houfe ofLeney,the refidence of John Hamilton Buchanan, Efq. 
proprietor of that village, pleafantly fituated on an eminence ; here we crolUd the 
Teath, and, fkirting the fouthern limb of Benledi, a high mountain on our right, we 
came to Lochvanachoir *, out of which the Teath runs, though its origin is properly 

in Loch Catherine. . 

Lochvanachoir is nearly four miles in length, and tn general about one m breadth f 
its banks are very pleafant, covered with wood, and Hoping gently into the water. 

Soon after leaving this lake we came to another, but fmaller, called f Lochachray. 
The length of this lake is about a mile and a half, and its breadth fcarce more than 
half a mile, but its banks are Very plea hint, being covered with wood. The feenery 
at the upper part is remarkably bold and Hr iking. 

It was here that we had the firll view of the Trofachs which are rough, rugged* 
and uneven hills ; beyond thefeisfeen the rugged mountain Benvenu, which differs in 
nothing from the Trofachs, except in magnitude. As foon as we had paffed Locha¬ 
chray, we entered the Trofachs by a road winding among them. The feenery here 
is exceedingly wild and romantic ; rugged rocks of every lhape furround the road, 
and in many places overhang it; thefe rocks are alinolt covered with heath, and orna¬ 
mented to the very top with weeping birch. This part of the road prefents feenery 
which is wild and horrid ; it feemed to be Glencoe in miniature; but the mountains, 
though vaftly fmaller, are more rugged, and being covered with heath and birch wood, 
have a different chara&er. 

I fhall not enter into a farther'defeription of the Trofachs, for it is impoflible by words 
to convey any idea of the kind of feenery. Thefe hills had been del'cribed to me by 
feveral perfons who had vifited this place, and I had read fome descriptions of them, 
but could form no diftant idea of what I was to fee: as I have no pretenlions to fu- 
perior powers of this kind, I fhall leave the talk to Mr. Watts, whofe pencil will 
give an exaft reprefentation of fome part of the feenery. 

The Trofachs are corapofed of argiiaceous fhiftus, flratified, and imbedded here and 
there with veins of quartz. The ftrata are, in fome inltances, nearly perpendicular to 
the horizon, and in all dip very much, a proof that fome convulfions or powerful caufes 
have removed thefe lumpifh hills from their original fituation. Some fupp >fe them to 
have been torn from the Tides of the adjacent mountains, but there are, I think, no 
appearances which warrant this conclufion. 

After we had followed the winding road which may be feen in the engraving, among 
thefe llrange maffes, for about three quarters of a mile, we had a fight of the lower 
part of Loch Catherine, winding its way among the Trofachs, fome of which appear 
above its level furface in the form of bold and rugged iflands and promontories. The 
feenery about this lake is uncommonly fublime, particularly when we had gone about 

* LtOch-van-3-choir fignifies the lake of the white or fatr valley. 

•f Lochacray is con trailed Front Loch-a-ehravy, which ftgnifiesthe l ike of the field ofdevotion. Achray 
la the name of a farm on its banks, where, it is believed, the Druids had a place of war (hip, there bung fume 
remains of one of their temples. Scat. Account. 

$ Tec lacks or Dvofacks, in the Celtic, fi gnifies rough or uneven grounds, 
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a mile up the northern bank, where the road has been made with great labour, in 
- niany parts out of the folid rock, but which is impa liable for a carriage, and can 
fcarcely be travelled over on horfeback with fafety, Here, turning back our eyes to¬ 
wards the Trofachs, the view was particularly grand ; rocky iflands rife boldly out of 
the lake, and in the back ground is Benvenue, rearing its rugged furnmit far above 
the whole, having its lower part clothed with wood. The view up the lake to the 
weft ward is like wife very fine; the expanfe of water being bounded by Alpine moun¬ 
tains, foftened by di(tarred, and appearing of a fine dark blue. 

Loch Catherine is about ten mil.s in length, but not much more than one in breadth; 
and if it poffefs not the beauty of other lakes which we had feen, its feenery is much 
more grand and romantic. 

Near the foot of the lake, the Honourable Mrs, Drummond of Perth has ere£ted 
feme huts of wicker u'ork, for the convenience of Grangers who vifit this wild feenery ; 
h^re they can partake of the refre film ants which they bring from Callander, and ftielter 
themfelves from a Harm, 

The wood, which abounds on the banks of Loch Catherine, is made into charcoal ; 
a certain portion being cut down annually, and when burnt, it is brought down to tTie 
foot of the lake in boats, from whence it is conveyed in carts to the Carron foundery. 
The Circea Alpina, or mountain enchanter’s night-fhade, grows in great abundance 
on the banks of this lake ; the pebbles found on the fhore are chiefly argilaceous and 
micaceous fhiftus, with fome quartz, 

Lochvanachoir abounds both with fahnon and trout, and Lochavray with pike, which 
prevents airnoft any other fifh from living in its vicinity. In Loch Catherine are trout 
and char, but the falmon and pike are prevented from entering this lake by a fall at 
its mouth, 

Thefe three lakes are only expanfions of the beautiful river Teath, which may be 
faid to originate in Loch Catherine, or more properly in the numerous ftreams that 
pour into this lake in catara&s from its fteep and rugged banks. 

After having feen whatever was remarkable in the neighbourhood of Loch Cathe* 
rine, we returned by the fame road to Callander; and, as it was our wifli to make the 
belt of our way to Glafgow, after dinner we took the crofs road to Fintry, fixteen 
miles diftant. About fix miles from Callander, we came to the Loch of Manteath, a 
beatiful little lake almoff five miles m circumference, adorned with two fmaller fylvan 
iflands, On the larger are the ruins of a monafiery, and on the fmalier the remains 
of an ancient feat of the once^powerful Earls of Monteith, whofe chief refideace, as has 
been before obferved, was Doune Caille. 

This lake abounds with perch and pike, which laft are very large- A curious me¬ 
thod of catching this fifh ufed to be pradifed; on the iflands a number of geefe were 
collected by the farmers, who occupied the Unrounding banks of the lake- After 
baited lines of two or three feet in length had been tied to the legs of thefe geefe, 
they were driven into the water. Steering naturally homeward in different directions, 
the bait was foon fwallowed, A violent and often tedious flruggte enfued ; in which, 
however, the geefe at length prevailed, though they were frequently much cxhaufled 
before they reached the Ihore. This method of catching pike is not now ufed, but 
there are fome old pcrfons who remember to have feen it, and who were aflive pro¬ 
moters of this amufement # - 

♦ Garnet 7 # Tour through the Highland#, &c* of Scotland, 4to< Vol. ii. page !?!. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE WESTERN ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND. 

BT M. MARTIN, Gent. * 



TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE GEORGE OF DENMARK, 

LQKD NiGH ADMIRAL OP ENGLAND AND IRELAND, AND OF ALL HER. MAJESTY 3 PLANTATIONS* 
AND GENERALISSIMO OF ALL HER MAJESTY** FORCES* ETC, 

MAY IT PLEASE YOU & ROYAL HIGHNESS, 

AMONGST the numerous crowd of congratulating addreffers, the Iflanders de- 
fcribed in the following flieets prefume to approach your Royal Perfon : they can now, 
without furpicion of infidelity to the Queen of England, pay their duty to a Danifh 
Prince, to whofe predecefifors "all of them formerly belonged. 

They can boall that they are honoured with the fepulchres of eight kings of Nor¬ 
way, who at this day, with forty-eight kings of Scotland, and four of Ireland, lie en¬ 
tombed in the ifland of Jona ; a place famed then for foine peculiar fan&ity. 

They prefume that it is owing to their great diftance from the imperial feat, rather 
than their want of native worth,rhat their illands have been Jo littled regarded ; which by 
improvement might render a confiderable accefiion of lirength and riches to the crown, 
as appears by a Icheme annexed to the following treatife. They have fuffered hitherto 
under the want of a powerful and affectionate patron ; Providence feems to have given 
them a natural claim to your Royal Ilighnefs. And, though it be almoft prefumption 
for fo finful a nation to hope for fo great a blefling, they do humbly join their prayers 
to God, that the protection which they hope for from two Princes of fo much native 
worth and goodnefs, might be continued in your royal pofterity to all generations. 
So prays, may it pleafe your Royal Highnefs, 

Your Highnefs’s mod humble 

and moil obedient fervant, 

M. MARTIN. 

THE PREFACE- 

THE Weftern Illands of Scotland, which make the fubject of the following book, 
were called by the ancient geographers iiEbudae; and Hebrides; but they knew fo little 
of them, that they neither agreed in their name nor number. Perhaps it is peculiar 
to thole illes, that they have never been deferibed till now by any man -that was a na¬ 
tive of the country, or had travelled them. They were indeed touched by Boethius, 
Bifhop Lefly, Buchanan, and Johnfton, in tiv eir Hiltories of Scotland, but none of 
thofe authors were ever there in perfon; fo that what they wrote concerning them was 
upon trull from others. Buchanan, it is true, had his information from Donald Monro, 
who had been in many of them; and therefore his account is the bell that has hitherto 
appeared, but it mull be owned that it is very imperfect: that great man defignedthe 
hiltory, and not the geography of his country, and therefore ia him it was pardonable. 
Befides, fince his time, there-is a great change in the humour of the world, and by 
confequence in the way of writing. Natural and experimental philofophy has been 
much improved fince his days ; and therefore deferiptions of countries, without the 
natural hiltory of them, are now jullly reckoned to be defective. 

* From the fecond edition, London, 1716, Svo. 
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This I had a particular regard to in the following deferiprion, and Jhave every where 
taken notice of the nature of the climate and foil, of the produce of the places by fea 
and land, and of the remarkable cures performed by the natives merely by the ufe 
of fimples; and that in fuch variety as, I hope, will make amends for what defects may 
be found in my ftyle and way of writing: for there is a wantonnefs in language as well 
as in other things, to which my countrymen of the ifles are as much ftrangers, as to 
other exceffes which are too frequent in many parts of Europe. We ftudy things there 
more than words, though thofe that underlland our native language mull own, that 
we have enough of the latter to inform the judgment, and work upon the affeftions in 
as pathetic a manner as any other language whatever. But I go on to my fubjeft. 

The ifles here def'eribed are but little known or confidered, not only by ftrangers, but 
even by thole under the fame government and climate. 

The modern itch after the knowledge of foreign places is fo prevalent, that the gene¬ 
rality of mankind bellow little thought or time upon the place of their nativity. It is 
become cuftomary in thofe of quality to travel young into foreign countries, whiift they 
are abfolute ftrangers at home; and many of them when they return are only loaded 
with fuperncial knowledge, as the bare names of famous libraries, {lately edifices, fine 
ftatues, curious paintings, late fafliions, new difhes, new tunes, new dances, painted 
beauties, and the like. 

The places here mentioned afford no fuch entertainment; the inhabitants in general 
prefer conveniency to ornament both in their houfes and apparel, and they rather fatisfy 
than opprefs nature in their way of eating and drinking ; and not a few among them 
have a natural beauty, which excels anv that has been drawn by the fineft Apelles. 

The land and the fea that encompaffes it produce many things ufeful and curious in 
their kind, feveral of which have not hitherto been mentioned by the learned. This 
may afford the theorift fubj'ft of contemplation, fince every plant of the field, every fibre 
of each p'ant, and the leaft particle of the fmalleft infe&, carries with it the imprefs of 
its Maker j and, if rightly Cimfidered, may read us lefturesof divinity and morals. 

The inhabitants of thefe iflands do for the moll part labour under the want of know¬ 
ledge of letters, and other ufeful arts and fciences; notwithftanding which defedl, they 
feem to be better verfed in the book of nature than many that have greater op¬ 
portunities of improvement. '1 his will appear plain and evident to the judicious reader, 
upon a view of the fuccefeful praftice of the iflandersin the preservation of their health, 
above what the generality of mankind enjoys : and this is performed merely by tem¬ 
perance and the prudent ufe of fimples; which, as we are affured by repeated experi¬ 
ments, fail not to remove the mod ftubborn dillempers, where the beft prepared medi¬ 
cines have frequently no fuccefs. This I relate not only from the authority of many of 
the inhabitants, who are perfons of great integrity, but likewife from my own particular 
obfervation. And thus with Celfus, they firft make experiments, and afterwards pro¬ 
ceed to reafon upon the effects. 

Human induftry has of late advanced ufeful and experimental philofophy very much j 
women and illiterate perfons have in fome meafure contributed to it, by the difeovery 
of fome ufeful cures. The field of nature is large, and much of it wants ftill to be 
cultivated by an ingenious and difereet application ; and the curious, by their obferva- 
tions, might daily make further advances in the hiftory of nature. 

Self-prefervation is natural to every living creature : and thus we fee the feveral ani¬ 
mals of the fea and the land fo careful of themfelves, as to obferve nicely what is agree¬ 
able, and what is hurtful to them ; and accordingly they chufe the one, and rejeft the 
other. 
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Tiie hufbandman and the fiflier could expefl: but little fuccefs without obfervation in 
their feveral employments; and it is by obfervation that the phyfician commonly judges 
of the condition of his patient. A man of obfervation‘proves often a phyfician to him- 
felf; for it was by this that our anceftors preferred their health till a good old age, and 
that mankind laid up that ftock of natural knowledge of which they are now pofllfieJ. 

The wife Solomon did not think it beneath him to write of the meaneft plant, as well 
as of the tailed cedar. Hippocrates was at the pains and charge to travel foreign 
countries, with a defign to learn tile virtues of plants, roots, &c. I have in my little 
travels endeavoured, among other things, in fome meafure to imitate fo great a pattern; 
and if 1 had been fo happy as to oblige the republic of learning with any thing that is 
ufeful, I have my defign. I hold it, enough for me to furnifb my obfervations, without 
accounting for the reafon and way that thofe fimples produce them ; this I leave to the 
learned in that faculty; and if they would oblige the world with fuch theorems from 
thefe and the like experiments, as might ferve for rules upon occafions of ,1ns nature, 
it would be of great advantage to the public- 

As for the improvement of the files in general, it depends upon the government of 
Scotland, to give encouragement for it to fuch publiofpirited persons or Jock-ties as are 
willing to lay out their endeavours that way : aud how large a field they have to work 
upon will appear by taking a i'urvey of each, and of the method of improvement that I 
have hereunto fubjoined. 

There is fuch an account given here of the fecond fight, as the nature of the thing 
will bear. This has always been reckoned fufficient among the unbiafFed part of man¬ 
kind ; but for thofe that will not be fatisfied, they ought to oblige us with a new fcheme, 
by which we may judge of matters of ia£t. 

There are feveral inftances of heathenifm and pagan fuperllirion among the inhabi¬ 
tants of the tflands re'ated here; but I would not have the reader to think thofe prac¬ 
tices are chargeable upon the generality of the prefent inhabitants, fince only a few of 
the oldeft and moll ignorant of the vulgar are guilty of them. 1 hefe practices are only 
to be found where the reformed religion has not prevailed ; for if is to the progrcfs of 
that alone that the banifhment of evil fpirits, as well as of evil cuftoms, is owing, when 
all other methods proved inefFeflual. And for the iflandersin general, I may truly fay, 
that in religion and virtue they excel many thoufands of others, who have greater advan¬ 
tages of daily improvement. 


A DESCRIPTION, &c. 

T HE ifland of Lewis is fo called from Leog, which in the Irifli language fignifies water, 
lying on the furface of the ground ; which is very proper to this ifland, becaule of 
the great number of freffr-water lakes that abound in it. The ifle of Lewis is by all 
ft rangers and ft afar in g nun accounted the outmofl; traft of iflands tying to the north- welt 
of Scotland. It is divided by feveral narrow channels, and diflinguifhed by feveral pro¬ 
prietors as well as by feveral names: by the I ganders it is commonly called the Long 
lllan.l, being from Tomb to north one hundred miles in length, and from eaft to welt 
from three to fourteen in breadth. It lies in the fliire of Rofs, and made part of the 
dioctle of the ifles. 

The ifle of Lew's, properly and flriclly fo called, is thirty-fix miles in length, viz. 
from the north point of Bowling-head to the fouth point of iluflinefs in Harries ; and 
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in feme places it is ten, and in others twelve miles in breadth. The air is temperately 
cold and inoift, and for a corrective the natives ufe a dofe of treftarig, or ufquebaugh. 
This ifland is for the moft part healthy, efpccially in the middle from fouth to north. 
It is arable on the weft fide for about fixreeu miles on thecoaft ; it is likewife plain and 
arable in feveral places on the eaft. The foil is generally fandy, excepting the heaths, 
which in feme places are black, and in others a fine red day, as appears by the many 
veifels made of it by their women; fome for boiling meat, and others for preferring 
their ale, for which they are much better than barrels of wood. 

'i his ifland was reputed very fruitful in corn, until the late years of fearerty and bad- 
feafons. The corn fown here is barley, oats, and rye ; and they have alfo flax and 
hemp. The belt increafe is commonly from the ground manured with fea-ware: they 
fatten it alfo with foot; but it is oblerved that the bread made of corn growing in the 
ground fo fattened, occafions the jaundice to thofe that eat it. They obferve likewife 
that com produced in ground which was never tilled before, occafions feveral diforders 
in thofe who eat the bread, or drink the ale made of that corn; fuch as the head-ach 
and vomiting. 

The natives are very induftrious, and undergo a great fatigue by digging the ground 
with fpades, and in mod places they turn the ground fo digged upfide down, and cover it 
with fea-ware; and in this manner there are about five hundred people employed daily 
for fome months. This way of labouring is by them called Timiy, and certainly pro¬ 
duces a greater increafe than digging or plowing otherwife. They have little harrows 
with wooden teeth in the firft and fecond rows, which break the ground ; and in the 
third row they have rough heath, which fmooths it. This light harrow is drawn by a 
man having a ftrong rope ofhorfe-hair acrofs his breaft. 

Their plenty of corn was fuch, as difpofed the natives to brew feveral forts of liquor, 
as common ulquebaugh, another called treftarig, id eft , aqua-vitm, three times diftilled, 
which is ftrong and hot *, a third fort is four times diftilled, and this by the natives is 
called ufquebaugh-baul, id eft, ufquebaugh, which at firft tafte affe&s all the members 
of the body : two fpoonfuls of this laft liquor is a fufficient dofe; and if any man ex¬ 
ceed this, it w'ould prefently flop his breath, and endanger his life. The treftarig and 
ufquebaugh-baul are both made of oats. 

There are feveral convenient bays and harbours in this ifland. Loch-Grace and Loch- 
tua, lying north-weft, are not to be reckoned fuch, though veffels are forced in there 
fometimes by ftorm. Loch-Stornvay lies on the eaft fide in the middle of the ifland, 
and is eighteen miles direttly fouth from the northernmoft point of the fame: .it is a 
harbour well known by feamen. There are feveral places for anchorage about half a 
league on the fouth of this coaft. About l’even miles fouthward there is a good har¬ 
bour, called the Birkin Ifles : within the bay called Loch-Colmkill, three miles further 
fouth, lies Loch-Erifort, which hath an anchoring-place on the fouth and north : about 
five miles fouth lies Loch Tea-fort, having two vifible rocks in the entry j the belt har. 
bour is on the fouth fide. 

About twenty-four miles fouth-weft lies Loch-Carlvay, a very capacious, though un¬ 
known harbour, being never frequented by any veffels ; though the natives affure me 
that it is in all refpects a convenient harbour for (hips of the firft rate. The beft en¬ 
trance looks north and north-weft, but there is another from the weft. On the fouth 
fide of the ifland Bcrnera there are fn.ia.ll iflands without the entrance, which contribute 
much to the fecurity of the harbour, by breaking the winds and feas that come from 
the great ocean. Four miles to the fouth on this coaft is Loch-Rogue, which runs in 
among the mountains. All the coafts and bays above-mentioned do in fair weather 

abound 
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abound with cod, ling, herring, and all other forts of fiflies taken in the weftera 
iflands. 

Cod and ling are of a very large fize, and very plentiful near Loch-Carlvay; but the 
whales very much interrupt the fi filing in this place. There is one fort of whale re¬ 
markable for its greatnefs, which the filhermen diftinguilh from all others-by the name 
of the GaHan-whale, becaufe they never fee it but at the promontory of that name. I 
was told by the natives, that about fifteen years ago this great whale overturned a 
fiflier’s boat, and devoured three of the crew; the fourth man was faved by another 
boat which'happened to be near, and faw this accident. There are many whales, of 
different fizes, that frequent the herring-bays on the eaft fide: the natives employ many 
boats together in purfuit of the whales, chacing them up into the bays till they wound 
one of them mortally, and then it runs aftiore; and they fay that all the reft commonly 
follow the track of its blood, and run themfelves alfo on fhore in like manner, by which 
means many of them are killed. About five yearn ago there were fifty young whales 
killed in this manner, and moft of them eaten by the common people, who by experi¬ 
ence find them to be very nourifbing food. This I have been allured of by feveral per¬ 
sons, but particularly by feme poor meagre people, who became plump and lufty by 
this food in the fpace of a week: they call it fea-pork, for fo it fignifies in their lan¬ 
guage. The bigger whales are more purgative than thefe leiTer ones, but the latter are 
better for nourifhment. 

The bays afford plenty of fhell-fifh, as clams, oyfters, cockles, mufcles, limpets, wilks, 
fpout-fifli; of which laft there is fuch a prodigious quantity call up out of the fand of 
Loch-tua, that their noifome fmell infefts the air, and makes it very unhealthful to the 
inhabitants, who are not able to confume them, by eating or fattening their ground with 
them j and this they fay happens moft commonly once in feven years. 

The bays and coafts of this ifland afford great quantity of final! coral, not exceeding 
ux inches in length, and about the bignefs of a goofe’s quill. This abounds moft in 
Loch-fea-fort, and there is coraline likewife on this coaft. 

There are a great many frefti-water lakes in this ifland, which abound with trouts 
and eels. The common bait ufed for catching them is earthworms, but a handful of 
parboiled mufcles thrown into the water attrafts the trouts and eels to the place: the 
fitted: time for catching them is when the wind blows from the fouth-weft. There are 
feveral rivers on each fide this ifland which afford falmons, as alfo black mufcles, in 
'which many times pearl is found. 

I he natives in the village Barvas retain an ancient cuflom of fending a man very early 
to crofs Barvas river every firft day f{ May, to prevent any females eroding it firll ; 
for that they fay would hinder the falmon from coming into the river all the year round : 
they pietend to have learned this rrom a foreign Tailor, who was fliipwrecked upon that 
coait a long time ago. I hisoblervation they maintain to be true from experience. 

There are feveral fprings and fountains of curious effefts ; fuch as that of Loch- 
Carlvay, that never whitens linen, which hath often been tried by the inhabitants. The 
well at St. CowfWs church never boils any kind of meat, though it be kept on fire a 
whole day. St. Andrew's well, in the village Shadar, is by the vulgar natives made a 
teit to know if a iickperfcn will die of the d idem per he labours under. They fend 
one with a wooden difh to bring fonie of the water to the patient, and if the difh which 
1$ then laid ioftly upon the furface of the water turn round fun-ways, they conclude that 
* 1 *^P atient rec °ver of that diftemper; but if other wife, that he will die. 

There are many caves upon the coaft of this ifland, in which great numbers of otters 
and ieals do he j there be alfo many land and Tea-fowls that build and hatch in them, 
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The cave in Loch-Grace hath feveral pieces of a hard fubftance in the bottom, which 
diftil from the top of it* There are feveral natural and artificial forts in the coaff of 
thisifland, which are called Dun, from the Irifh word dam, which fignifies a fort. The 
natural forts here are Dun-owlc, Dun-coradil, Dun-eiften, 

The caftle at Storrivay village was deftroyed by the Englifh garrifdh kept there by 
Oliver Cromwell- Some few miles to the north of Bra go there is a fort compofed of 
large flones ; it is of a round form, made taper wife towards the top, and is three flories 
high : the wall is double, and hath feveral doors and flairs, fo that one may go round 
within the wall. There arc fome cairns or heaps of Hones gathered together on heaths, 
and fome of them at a great diftance from any ground that affords hones; fuch as 
Cairn warp near Mournagh-liill, &c. Thefe artificial forts are likewife built upon 
heaths at a confiderable diftance alfo from ftony ground. The thrufhel hone in the 
parifh of Barvas is above twenty feet high, and almoft as much in breadth. There are 
three ere&ed hones upon the north fide of Loch-Carivay, about twelve feet high each. 
Several other hones are to be feen here in remote places, and fome of them handing on 
one end* Some of the ignorant vulgar fay, they were men by mchantment turned into 
flones; and others fay they are monuments of perfonsof note killed in battle. 

The moh remarkable hones for number, bignefs and order, that fell under my ob- 
fervation, were at the village of Claflernifs where there are thirty-nine hones fet up 
fix or feven feet hight, and two feet in breadth each : they are placed in form of an 
avenue, the breadth of which is eight feet, and the diftance between each hone fix ; and 
there is a hone fet up in the entrance of this avenue : at the fouth end there is joined 
to this range of hone a circle of twelve hones of equal dihance and height with the 
other thirty-nine. There is one fet up in the centre of this circle, which is thirteen 
feet high, and fliaped like the rudder of a fiiip: without this circle there are four hones 
handing to the weft, at the fame dihance with the hones in the circle; and there are 
four hones fet up in the fame manner at the fouth and eaft fides. I enquired of the 
inhabitants what tradition they had from their ancehors concerning thefe hones j and 
they told me, it was a place appointed for worihip in the time of heathenifm, and that 
the chief druid or pried hood near the big ftone in the centre,' from whence he addrefTed 
hirnfelf £o the people that furrounded him* 

Upon the fame coaft alfo there is a circle of high hones handing on one end, about 
a quarter of a mile’s dihance from rhofe above mentioned. 

The fliore inEgginefs abounds with many little frnooth hones prettily variegated with 
all forts of colours $ they are of a round form, which is probably occafioned by the 
tolling of the fea, which in thofe parts is very violent. 

f i he catile produced here are cows, horfes, fheep, goats, hogs. Thefe cows are 
little, but very fruitful, and their beef very fweet and tender. The horfes are confide- 
rabiv Ids here than on the oppofite continent, yet they plow and harrow as well as 
bigger horfes, thou h in the (pring-time they have nothing to feed upon but fea-ware. 
There are abundance of deer in the ebace of Ofervaul, which is fifteen miles in com- 
pals, confiding in mountains, and vallies between them : this affords good pafturage 
for the deer, black cattle, and fheep. This fbreft, for fo they call it, is furrounded with 
the fea, except about one mile on the wefb fide : the deer are forced to feed on fea- 
ware, when the fnow and fro ft continue long, having no wood to Iheker in, and fo are 
expofed to the rigour of the feafon. 

* Calernifh, on the weft ftde, as the Editor learns by a letter from die noble and intelligent proprietor, 
the ^ ad of Scatorth* 
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I faw big roots of trees at the head of Locb-Erifport, and there is about a hundred 
young birch and hassle trees on the fouth-wefl fide of Loeh-Stornvay ; but there is nr> 
more wood in theifland. There is great variety of land and fea-fowls to be feen in this 
arid the lefler adjacent iflands. 

The amphibia here are Teals and otters ; the former are eaten by the vulgar, who 
find them to be as nourifhing as beef and mutton. 

The inhabitants of this ifland are well proportioned, free from any bodily imperfec¬ 
tions, and of a good filature : the colour of their hair is commonly a light brown or red* 
but few'of them are black. They are a healthful and firong-bodied people, feverai ar¬ 
rive to a great age : Mr, Daniel Morifon, late minifter of Barvas, one of my acquaint¬ 
ance, died lately in his eighty-fixth year. 

They are generally of a fanguine con ft i Union : this place hath not been troubled with 
epidemical difeafes, except the fmah-pox, which comes but feldom, and then it fweeps 
away many young people. The chin-cough affiidts children too : the fever, diarrhea, 
dyfenteria, and the falling down of the uvula, fevers, jaundice, and flitches, and the or¬ 
dinary coughs proceeding from cold, are the difeafes mod prevalent here. The com¬ 
mon cure ufed for removing fevers and pieurifies is to let blood plentifully. For curing 
the diarrhea and dyfenteria, they take fmail quantities of the kernel of the black Molucca 
beans, called by them crofpunk ; and this being ground into powder, and drunk in 
boiled milk, is by daily experience found to be very effectual. They likewife ufe a little 
dofe of treftarig water with good fuccefs. When the cough affe&s them, they drink 
brochan plentifully, which is oat-meal and water boiled together ; to which they fome- 
times add butter. This drink, ufed at going to bed, difpofeth one to fleep andfweat, 
and is very diuretic, if it hath no fait in it. They ufe alfo the roots of nettles, and the 
the roots of reeds boiled in water, and add yeaft to it, which provokes it to ferment; 
and this they find alfo beneficial for the cough. When the uvula falls down, they or¬ 
dinarily cut it, in this manner: they take a long quill, and putting a horfe-hair double 
into it, make a noofe at the end of the quill, and putting it about the lower end of the 
uvula, they cut ofl from the uvula all that is below the hair with a pair of fciffars, and 
then the patient fwal lows a little bread and cheefe, which cures him. This operation is 
not attended with the leaft inconvenience, and cures the diftemper fo that it never re¬ 
turns. They cure green wounds with ointment made of golden-rod, all-heal, and 
frelh butter. 1 he jaundice they cure two ways : the fir/l is by laying the patient om 
his face, and pretending to look upon his back-bones, they prefently pour a pail-full 
of cold water on his bare bacK, and this proves fuccefsful. The fecond cure they per¬ 
form by taking the tongs and making them red-hot in the fire 5 then pulling oft the 
cl oaths from the patient's back, he who holds the tongs gently touches the patient on. 
the vertebras upwards of the back, which makes him furioufly run out of doors, frill 
luppofing the hot iron is on his back, till the pain be abated, which happens very fpeeddy* 
and the patient recovers foon after. Donald-Chuan, in a village near Bragir, in the 
parifh of Barvas, had by accident cut his toe at the change of the moon, and it bleeds a 
frefh drop at every change of the moon ever fince. 

Anna, daughter to George, in the village of Melboft, in the parifh of Ey, having 
been with child, and the ordinary time of her delivery being expired, the child made 
its pafiage by the fundament for Tome years, coming away bone after bone. She lived 
ieveral years after this, but never had any more children. Some of the natives, both of 
the ifiand of Lewis and Harries, who converfed with her at the time when this extra¬ 
ordinary thing happened, gave me this account- 
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The natives are generally ingenious and quick of apprehenfion ; they have a mecha¬ 
nical genius, and feveral of both fexes have a gift of poefy, and are able to form a fat ire 
or panegyric extempore, without the afliftance of any flronger liquor than water to raife 
their fancy. They are great lovers of mufic; and when I was there they gave an ac¬ 
count of eighteen men who could play on the violin pretty well, without being taught. 
They are ftill very hofpitable, but the late years of fcarcity brought them very low, and 
many of the poor people have died by famine. *1 he inhabitants are very dextrous in 
the exercifes of fwimming, archery, vaulting, or leaping, and are very (lout and able Tea¬ 
men ; they will tug at the oar all day long upon bread and water, and a fnufh of 
tobacco. 

Of the inferior adjacent Iflands. 

’WITHOUT the mouth of Loch-Carlvay lies the fmall ifland Garve; it is a high 
rock, about half a mile in compafs, and fit only for pafturage. Not far from this lies 
the ifland of Berinfay, which is a quarter of a mile in compafs, naturally a ftrong fort, 
and formerly ufed as fuch, being almoft inacceflible. 

The ifland Fladda, which is of fmall compafs, lies between Berinfay and the main 
land. Within thefe lies the. ifland called Bernera Minor, two miles in length, and 
fruitful in corn and grafs. Within this ifland, in the middle of Loch-Carlvay, lies the 
ifland of Bernera Major, being four miles in length, and as much in breadth t it is fruit¬ 
ful alfo in com and grafs, and hath four villages. Alexander Mac-Lenan, who lives in 
Bernera Major, told me, that fome years ago a very extraordinary ebb happened there, 
exceeding any that had been feen before or fmce; it happened about the vernal equinox, 
the fea retired fo far as to difcover a ftone-wall, the length of it being about forty yards, 
and in fome parts about five, fix, or feven feet high, they fuppofe much more of it to 
be under water: it lies oppofite to the weft-fide of Lewis, to which it adjoins. He fays 
that it is regularly built, and without any doubt the effed of human indultry. The na¬ 
tives had no tradition about this piece of work, fo that I can form no other conjecture 
about it, but that it has probably been erected for a defence again ft the fea, or for the 
the ufe offifliermen, but came in time to be overflowed. Near to both Berneraslie the 
fmall iflands of Kaialifay, Cavay, Carvay, and Grenim. 

Near to the north-well promontory of Carlvay Bay, called Galen-heacf, are the little 
iflands of Pabbay, Shirem, Vaxay, Wuya, the Great and Lefler. the north-weft of 

Gallen-head, and within fix leagues of it, lie the Flannan-Iflands, which the feamen call 
North-hunters; they are but fmall iflands, and fix in number, and maintain about 
feventy {heep yearly. 7 'he inhabitants of the adjacent lands of the Lewis, having a 
right to thefe iflands, vifit them once every fummer, and there make a great purchafe of 
fowls, eggs, down, feathers, and quills. When they go to fea, they have their boat 
well manned, and make towards the iflands with an ealt-wind; but if before or at the 
landing the wind turn wefterly, they hoift up fail, and fteer dire&ly home again. It 
any of their crew is a novice, and not verfed in the cuftoms of the place, he muft be 
inftrufted perfectly in all the punailios obferved here before landing ; and to prevent 
inconveniencies that they think may enfue upon the tranfgreflion of the leaft nicety ob¬ 
ferved here, every novice is always joined with another, that can tnftruft him all the time 
of their fowling: fo all the boat’s crew are match’d in this manner. After their land¬ 
ing, they fallen their boat to the fides of a rock, and then fix a wooden ladder, by laying 
a ftone at the foot of it, to prevent its falling into the fea; and when they are got up 
into the ifland, all of them uncover their heads, and make a turn fun-ways round, 
thanking God for their fafety. The firft injundion given after landing, is not to eafe 
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Nature in that place where the boat lies, for that they reckon a crime of the higheft na¬ 
ture, and of dangerous coiifeqiience to all their crew; for they have a great regard to 
that very piece of the rock upon which they firftfet their feet, after efcaping the danger 
of the ocean. 

The bigeft of rhefe i/lands is called Ifland-More; it has the ruins of a chapel dedicated 
to St. Elannan, from whom the i/land derives its name. When they are come within 
about twenty paces of the altar, they all (trip themfelves of their upper garments at once ; 
and their upper clothes being laid upon a /tone, which hands there on purpofe for that 
uie, all the crew pray three times before they begin fowling : the fir ft day they fay the 
fn ft prayer, advancing towards the chapel upon their knees ; the fecond prayer is faid 
as they go round the chapel; the third is faid hard by or at the chapel: and this is 
their morning fervice. Their vefpers are performed with the like number of prayers. 
Another rule is, that it is abfolutely unlawful to kill a fowl wiih a ftone, for that they 
reckon a great barbarity, and dired contrary to ancient cuftom. 

It is al'b unlawful to kill a fowl before they afeend by the ladder. It is abfolutely 
unlawful to call the iflancl of St. Kdrfa (which lies thirty leagues fouthward) by its proper 
Iriih name Ilirt, but only the high country. They mult notfo much as once name the 
blands in which they are fowling, by the ordinary name Flannan, but only the country. 
There are feveral other things that mufti not be called by their common names : e. g. 

which in the language of the natives fignifics water, they call burn : a rock, which 
in their language is creg, mu ft here be called cruey t i. e. hard: fhore in their language 
exprefled by claddach , mult here be called vak, i.e. a cave: lour in their language is 
exprefled gert, but mull here be called gaire, i. e fharp: flippery, which is exprefled 
bog, mull be called foft: and feveral other things to this purpofe." They account it alfo 
unlawful to kill a fowl after evening-prayers. There is an ancient cuftom, by which the 
crew is obliged not to carry home any fheep-fuet, let them kill ever fo many flieep in thefe 
/Hands. One of their principal cufloms is not to fteal or eat any thing unknown to 
their partner, elle the tranfgreflor (they fay) will certainly vomit it up ; which they 
reciton as a juft judgment. When they have loaded their boat fufiiciently with flieep, 
fowls, eggs, down, fiili. See. they make the bell of their way homeward. It is obferved 
of the flieep of thefe iilands, that they are exceeding* fat, and have Jong horns. 

T had this fuperftitious account hot only from feveral of the natives of the Lewis, but 
like wife from two who had been in the Elannan iilands the preceding year. I afkedone 
of them if he prayed at home as often and as fervently as he did when in the Flannan 
iilands, and he plainly coufeffed to me that he did not: adding further, that thefe re¬ 
mote iflands were places of inherent fanaity and that there was none ever yet landed 
in them but found himfelf more difpofed to devotion there, than any where elfe. The 
ifiand of Pigmies, 01 as the natives call it, the if]and of Little Men, is but of final! extent. 
There has been many fmall bones dug out of the ground here, refembling thofe of hu¬ 
man kind 11101 e than any other. This gave ground to a tradition which the natives have 
of a very low ftatured people living once here, called Lufbirdan, i. e. Pigmies. 

The ifiand Rona is reckoned about twenty leagues from the north-eaft point of Nefs 
in Lewis, and counted but a mile in length, and about half a mile in breadth : it hath a 
hill in the weft part, and is only vifible from the Lewis in a fair fummers’ day. I had an 
account of this little ifiand, and the cuftom of it, from feveral natives of Lewis, who 
had been upon the place ; but more particularly from Mr. Daniel Morifon, Minifter of 
Barvas, a.tei his return from Rona ifiand, which then belonged to him, as part of his 
glebe. 1. pon my landing (fays he) the natives received me very affectionately, and ad- 
dretlcd rue uith thur uiual ialutation to a granger : u God lave you* pilgrim* you are 
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heartily welcome here ; for we have had repeated apparitions of your perfon among us, 
(after the manner of the fecond fight,) and we heartily congratulate your arrival in this 
our remote country.” One of the natives would needs exprefs his high efteem for my 
perfon, by making a turn round about me fun-ways, and at the fame time bleffiug me, 
and wifliing me all happinefs ; but I bid him let alone that piece of homage, telling him 
I was fenfible of his good meaning towards me : but this poor matt, was not a little di(ap¬ 
pointed, as were alfo his neighbours; for they doubted not but this ancient ceremony 
would have been very acceptable to me: and one of them told me, that this was a thing 
due to my chara&er from them as to their chief and patron, and they could not nor 
would not fail to perform it. They conducted me to the little village where they dwell, 
and in the way thither there were three inclofures; and as I entered each of thefe, the in¬ 
habitants Severally faluted me, taking me by the hand, and faying, {t Traveller, you are 
welcome here.” They went along with me to the houfe that they had affigned for my 
lodging ; where there was a bundle of ftraw lain on the floor, for a feat for me to fit 
upon. ^ After a little time was fpent in general difeourfe, the inhabitants retired to their 
refpective dwelling-houfes, and in this interval, they killed each man a flieep, being in 
all five, anfwerable to the number of their families. The fltiris of the fheep were entire, 
and flayed off fo from the neck to the tail, that they were in form like a fack. Thefe 
fkins being flayed off after this manner, were by the inhabitants inflantly filled with bar- 
ley-meal ; and this they gave me by way of a prefent: one of their number a£ted as 
l'peaker for the reft, laving, te Traveller, we are very fenfible of the favour you have 
done us in coming fo far with a defign to inftruft us in our way to happinefs, and at the 
fame time to venture your felf on the great ocean ; pray be pleafed to accept of this 
fmall prefent, which we humbly offer as an expreflion of our fincere 'love to you.” 
This 1 accepted, though in a very coarfe drefs; but it was given with fuch an air of 
hofpit ility and good-will, as deferved thanks. They prefented my man alfo with fome 
pecks of meal, as being liKewife a traveller: the boat’s-crew, having been in Rona be¬ 
fore, were not reckoned ftrangers, and therefore was no prefent given them, but their 
daily maintenance 

There is a chapel here dedicated to St. Ronan, fenced with a ftone wail round it; 
and they take care to keep it neat and clean, and iweep it every day. There is an altar 
in it, on which there lies a big plank of wood about ten feet in length; every foot has 
a hole in it, and in every hole a ftone, to which the natives aferibe feveral virtues: one 
of them is Angular, as they fay, for promoting fpeedy delivery to a woman in travail. 

They repeat the Lord’s prayer. Creed, and Ten Commandments in the cliapel every 
Sunday morning. They have cows, flieep, barley and oats, and live a harmlefs life, be¬ 
ing perfectly ignorant of moll of thofe vices that abound in the world. They know no¬ 
thing of money or gold, having no occafion for either; they neither fell nor buy, but 
only barter for fuch little things as they want; they covet no wealth, being fully content 
and fatisfyed with food and raiment; though at the fame time they are very precife in 
the matter of property among themlelves : for none of them will by any means allow 
his neighbour to fifti within his property ; and every one muft exactly obferve not to 
make any incroachment on his neighbour. They have an agreeable and hofpitable 
temper for all ftrangers : they concern not themfelves about the reft of mankind, ex¬ 
cept the inhabitants in the north part of Lewis. They take their firname from the co¬ 
lour of the flty, rain bow, and clouds. There are only five families in this fmall ifland, 
and every tenant hath his dwelling-houfe, a barn, a houfe where their beft effefts are pre¬ 
ferred, a houfe for their cattle, and a porch on each fide of the door to keep off the 
rain or fnow. Their houfes are built with ftone, and thatched with ftraw, which is kept 
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down with ropes of the fame, poifed with ft ones. They wear the fame habit with 
thofe in Lewis, and fpeak only Irifli* When any of them come to the Lewis, which is 
feldom, they are aftonifhed to fee fo many people* They much admire greyhounds, and 
love to have them in their company* They are mightily pleafed at the fight of Uorfes ; 
and one of them obferving a horfe to neigh, afkedifthat horfe laughed at him* A boy 
from Rona perceiving a colt run towards him, was fo much frighted at it, that he 
jumped into a bufli of nettles, where his whole Ikin became full of blifters- 

Another of the natives of Rona having had the opportunity of travelling as far as 
Cool, in the fhire of Rofs, which is the feat of Sir Alexander Mac-kenirie, every thing 
he faw there was furprizing to him ; and when he heard the neife of thofe who walked 
in the rooms above him, he prefently fell to the ground, thinking thereby to fave bis 
life, for he fuppofed that the houfe was coming down over his head- When Mr. Mori- 
Ion the minifter was in Rona, two of the natives courted a maid with intention to marry 
her ; and being married to one of them afterwards, the other was not a little difappoim- 
ed, becaufe there was no other match for him in this if]and. The wind blowing fair, 
Mr Morifon failed direflly for Lewis ; but after three hours failing was forced back to 
Rona by a contrary wind : and at his landing, the poor man that had loft his fweet* 
heart was overjoyed, and exprefled himfelf in thefe words ; I blefs God and Ronan 
that you are returned again, for I hope you will now make me happy, r and give me a 
right to enjoy the woman every other year by turns, that fo we both may have iffue by 
her, Mr. Morifon could not refrain from finding at this unexpected requeft, chid the 
poor man for his unreafonable demand, and defired him to have patience for a year 
longer, and he would fend him a wife from Lewis; but this did not eafe the poor man, 
who was tormented with the thoughts of dying without iffue. 

Another who wanted a wife, and having got a fhiiling from a Teaman that happened 
to land there, went and gave this drilling to Mr. Morifon, to purchafe him a wife in the 
Lewis, and fend her to him, for he was told that this piece of money was a thing of ex¬ 
traordinary value * and his delire was gratified the enfuing year. 

About fourteen years ago a fwarm of rats, but none knows how, came into Rona, 
and in a fhort time eat up all the corn in the ifiand. In a few months after, fomefea- 
men landed there, who robbed the poor people of their bull- Thefe misfortunes* and 
the want of fupply from Lewis for the fpace of a year, occafioned the death of all that 
ancient race of people. The fteward of St. Kilda being by a ftorm driven in there, told 
me that he found a woman with her child at her breaft, both lying dead at the fide of a 
rock* Some years after, the minifter (to whom the ifiand belongeth) font a new colony 
to this ifiand, with fuitable fupplies. The following year a boat was fent to them with 
fome more fupplies, and orders to receive the rents; but the boat being loft, as it is 
fuppofed, I can give no further account of this late plantation. 

The inhabitants of this little ifiand fay, that the ctickow is never feen or heard here* 
but alter the death of the Earl of Seafonh, or the minifter. 

The rock Soulilker lieth four leagues to the eaft of Rona ; it is a quarter of a mile in 
circumference, and abounds with great numbers of fea-fowl, fuch as Solan geefe, gnilla- 
mote, coulter*neb, puffin, and feveral other forts. The fowl called the colk is found 
here : it is lefs than a goofe, all covered with down, and when it hatches it cafts its 
feathers, which are of divers colours; it has a tufft on its head refembling that of a pea¬ 
cock, and a train longer than that of a houfe-cock, but the hen has not fo much orna¬ 
ment and beauty. 

The ifiand Siant, or, as the natives call it, Hand-More, lies to the eaft of Ufhinefs in 
Lewis, about a Ie t igue, Ihere are three fmall iflands here ; the two fouthern iflands 
s are 
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are feparated only by fpring-tides, and are two miles in circumference, Ifland-More 
hath a chapel in it dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and is fruitful ia corn and grafs ; the 
ifland joining to it on the weft is only for pa flu rage. I faw a couple of eagles here: 
the natives told me, that thefe eagles would never fuffer any of their kind to live there 
but themfelves, and that they drove away their young ones as foon as they were able to 
fly. And they told me like wife, that thofe eagles are fo careful of the place of their 
abode, that they never yet killed any fheep or lamb in the ifland, though the bones of 
Iambs, of fawns, and wild-fowls, are frequently found in and about their nefts; fo that 
they make their purchafe in the oppofite iflands, the neared: of which is a league diftant. 
This ifland is very ftrong and inacceflible, fave on one fide where the afcent is narrow, 
and foinewhat refembling a flair, but a great deal more high and fleep; no twith (landing 
which, the cows pafs and repafs by it fafely, though one would think it uneafy for a man 
to climb. About a mufket-lhot further north lies the biggeil of the iflands called 
More, being two miles in circumference: it is fruitful in corn and pafiurage, the cows 
here are much fatter than any I faw in the ifland of Lewis, There is a blue flone on 
the furface of the ground here, moift while it lies there, but when dry, it becomes very 
hard ; it is capable of any impredion, and I have leen a fet of table-men made of this 
flone, prettily carved with different figures. There is a promontory in the north-end 
of the ifland of Lewis, called Europy^Point, which is fuppofed to be the furtheft to 
jiorth-wefl of any part in Europe, 

Thefe iflands are divided into two parifhes, one called Barvas, and the other Ey or Y; 
both which are parfonages, and each of them having a minifter, The names of the 
churches in Lewis Ifles, and the Saints to whom they were dedicated, are St. Columkil, 
in rhe ifland of that name; St Pharaer inKaernefs, St. Lennan in Sternvay, St. Colluin 
in Ey, St, Cutchou in Garboft, St. Aula in Greafe, St, Michael in Tollofla, St. Collum 
in Garieu, St. Ronan in Eorobie, St. Thomas in Haboft, St. Peter in Shanaboft, St: 
Clement in Dell, Holy-Crofs Church in Galan, St, Brigit in Barove, St. Peter in Shia* 
dir, St* Mary in Barvas, St.John Baptifl in Rragar, St. Kiaran in Liani Shadir, St. 
Michael in Kirvig, St, Macrel in Kirkiboft, St. Dondan in Little Berneray, St, Michael 
in the fame ifland, St. Peter in Pabbay ifland, St. Chriflopher's chapel in Uge, and 
Stornvay church : all thefe churches and chapels were, before the reformation, fane* 
laaries ; and if a man had committed murder, he was then fecure and fafe when once 
within their precinfls. 

They were in greater veneration in thofe days than now: it was the conflant practice 
of the natives to kneel at firll fight of the church, though at a great diflance from them* 
and then they laid their Pater*nofler. John Morifon of Bragir told me, that when he 
was a boy, and going to the church of St. Mulvay, he obferved the natives to kneel and 
and repeat the Pater-nofler at four miles diflance from the church. The Inhabitants of 
this ifland had an ancient cuftom to facrifice to a fea-god, called Shony, at Hallow-tide* 
in the manner following : the inhabitants round the ifland came to the church of St* 
Mulvay, having each man his provifion along with him ; every family furnifhed a peck 
of malt, and this was brewed into ale: one of their number was picked out to wade 
into the fea up to the middle, and carrying a cup of ale in his hand, handing ftill in that 
pofture, cried out with a loud voice, Lying, “ Shony, I give you this cup of ale, hoping 
that you’ll be fo kind as to fend plenty of fea-ware, for inriching our ground the enfu* 
ing year; 1 ’ and fo threw the cup of ale into the fea* This was performed in the night 
time* At his return to land, they all went to church, where there was a candle burning 
upon the altar: and then (landing filent for a little time, one of them gave a fignal, at 
which the candle was put out, and immediately all of them Went to the fields, where 
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they fell a drinking their ale, and fpent the remainder of the night in dancing andfing* 
ing, &c. 

The next morning they all returned home, being well fatisfied that they had punc¬ 
tually obferved this folemn anniverfary, which they believed to be a powerful means to 
procure a plentiful crop, Mr. Daniel and Mr. Kenneth Morifon, minifters in Lewis, 
told me they fpent feveral years, before they could perfuade the vulgar natives to aban¬ 
don this ridiculous piece of fuperftition j which is quite aboliihed for thefe thirty-two 
years path 

The inhabitants are all proteftants, except one family, who are Roman catholicks, 
I was told, that about fourteen years ago, three or four fifheraien, who then fdrfook 
the prole flan t communion, and imbraced the RoniHh faith, having the opportunity of a 
Popifa prieft on the place, they applied themfelves to him for fome of the holy water j it 
being ufual for the priefts to fprinkle it into the bays, as an infallible means to procure 
plenty of herring, as alfo to bring them into thofe nets that are befprinkled with it. 
Thefe fifhers accordingly having got the water, poured it upon their nets before they 
droped them into the fea ; they Ukewife turned the infide of their coats outwards, after 
which they fet their nets in the evening at the ufual hour. The proteftant fifiiers, who 
ufed no other means than throwing their nets into the fea, at the fame time were uncoil- 
■ cerned j but the Papifts being impatient and of expectation, got next morning betimes 
to draw their nets, and being come to the place* they foon perceived that all their nets 
were loft ; but the proteftants found their nets fafe, and full of herring : which was no 
fmali mortification to the prieft and his profelitesj and expofed them to the derifion of 
their neighbours. 

The proteftant natives obferve the feftivals of Chriftmas, Good-Friday, Eafler, and 
Michaelmas: upon this laft they have an amiiverfary cavalcade, and then both foxes 
ride on horfe-back. 

There is a village called Stem-Bay, at the head of the bay of that name ; it confifts 
of about fixty families : there are fome houfes of entertainment in it, as alfo a church, 
and a fchool, in which Latin and Englifh are taught. The fteward of the Lewis hath 
his refidence in this village. The Lewis, which was podefied by Mack-Ieod of Lewis, 
for feveral centuries, is, fince the reign of King James the fixth, become the property 
of the Earl of Seaforth, who Hill enjoys it. 


The pie of Harries* 

THE Harries being feparated from Lewis is eighteen miles, from the Hufhinefs on 
the weftern ocean to Loch-Seafort in the eaft; from this bounding to the point of 
Strond in the fouth of Harries, it is twenty-four miles ; and in fome places four, five, 
and fix miles in breadth. The foil is alinofl the fame with that of Lewis, and it pro¬ 
duces the fame forts of corn, but a greater increafe. 

The air is temperately cold, and the natives endeavour to qualify it by taking a dofe 
of Aquavitas, or Brandy : for they brew no fuch liquors as Treftarig, or Ufquebaugh- 
bauL The eaftern coaft of Harries is generally rocky and mountainous, covered \uih 
with grafs and heath. The weft fide is for the moll part arable on the fea-coaft; fome 
parts of the hills on the eaft fide are naked without earth. The foil being dry and fandy, 
is fruitful when manured with fea ware.* 1 he grafs on the weft fide is moft clover 
and da!y, which in the fummer yields a moil fragrant Quell. Next to Loch-Seafort, 
which for fome miles divides the Lewis from Harries, is the notable harbour within the 
illand, by fea-faring men called Glafs, and by the natives Sculpa: it is a mile and a half 

long 
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lono- from fouth to north, and a mile in breadth. There is an entrance on the fouth 
anff north ends of the ille, and feveral good harbours in each, well known to the 
generality of feamen. Within the ille is Loch-Tarbat, running four miles weft ; it hath 
Jeveral fmsdl iiles, and Is fcmetimes frequented by herring, Y/ithout the Locn then, 

is plenty of cod, ling, and large eels. . 

About half a league further on the fame coaft lies LrOch-StOtvuefs, which is about a, 
mile in length ; there is a frefh-water lake at the entrance of the ifland, which affords 
oyfters, and feveral forts of fifli, the fea having accefe to it at fpring-tides. 

About a league and a half farther fouth, is Loch-Finifbay, an excellent though un¬ 
known harbour ; the land lies low, and hides it from the light of the fea-fanng men, 
till they come very near the coaft. There are, belides this harbour, many creeks on 
this fide, for barks and leffer boats. 

Frefh-water lakes abound in this ifland, and are well ftored with trout, eels, and falmon. 
Each lake has a river running from it to the fea, from whence the falmon comes about 
the beginning of May, and looner if the feafon be warm. 1 he belt time for angling 
for falmon and trout, is when a warm fouth-weft wind blows. They ufe earth-worms 
commonly for bait, but cockles attract the falmon better than any other. _ 

There is variety of excellent fprings ifluing from all the mountains of this ifland, but 
the wells on the plains near the fea are not good. .There is one remarkable fountain 
lately difeovered near .Marvag-houfes, on. the eaftern coaft, and has a large ftone by it, 
which is fufheient to direct a ftranger to it. i he natives find by experience that it is 
very effe&ual for reftoring loft appetite ; all that drink of it become very foon hungry, 
though they have eat plentifully but an hour before: the truth of this was confirmed 
to me by thofe that were perfectly well, and alfo by thofe that were infirm; for it had 

the fame effedt on both. . 

There is a well in the heath, a mile to the eaft from the village Borve; the natives 
fay that they find it efficacious againft cholics, flitches, and gravel. 

There are feveral caves in the mountains, and on each fide the coa.it t the largeft 
and bed fortified by nature is that in the hill Ulweal, in the middle of a high rock; 
the paflage leading to it is fo narrow, that one only can enter at a time, i his advan¬ 
tage renders it fecure from any attempt; for one fingle man is able to keep oft a 
thoufand, if he have but a ftaff in his hand, fince with the leaft touch of it he mav 
throw the ftrongeft man down the rock. I he cave is capacious enough for fifty men. 
to lodge in : it hath two wells in it, one of which is excluded from dogs; for they fay 
that if a dog do but tafte of the water, the well prefently drieth up : and for this rea- 
fon, all fuch as have occafion to lodge there take care to tie their dogs, that they may 
not have accefs to the water, The other well is called the Dog's-well, and is only drunk 

t>y them. t , , .. , , 

There are feveral ancient forts erected here, which the natives fay were built by the 
Danes; they are of a round form, and have very thick walls, and a pailage in them 
by which one can go round the fort. Some of the (tones that compofe them-are very 
large : thefe forts are named after the villages in which they are built, as that m 
Borve is called Down-Borve, &c. I hey are built at convenient alliances on each fide 
the coaft, and there is a fort built in every one of the leffer ides. # t 

There are feveral (tones here ere&ed on one end, one of which is m the village of 
Borve, about feven feet high. There is another hone of the fame height to be feea 
in the oppofite Hie of Faranfay. There are feveral heaps of (tones, commonly called 
karnes, on the tops of the hills and riling, grounds on the coaft, upon which they 
ufed to burn heath, as a fignal of an approaching enemy. There was always a fentK 
vox,, UK 4 F nQ 
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nel at each karnc to obferve the fea-coaft ; the fteward of the ifle made frequent rounds 
to take notice of the fcntinels, and if he found any of them afieep, he ftripped them of 
their clothes* and deferred their perfonal pumihm'ents to the proprietor of the place. 
This iile produceth the fame kind of cattle* fheep, and goats, that are in the Lewis, 
The natives gave me an account, that a couple ot goats did grow wild on the hills, and 
after they had mcreafed, they were obferved to bring forth their young twice a year. 

There are abundance of deer in the hills and mountains here, commonly called the 
Toreft, which is eighteen miles in length from eaft to weft; the number of deer com¬ 
puted to be in this place is at leaf! two thoufand ; and there is none permitted to hunt 
there without a licence from the fteward to the forefler. There is a particular moun¬ 
tain, and above a mile of Ground furrounding it, to which no man hath accei's to hunt* 
this place being referved for Macieod himfelf; who, when he is difpofed to hunt, is 
fare to find game enough there. 

Both hills and valleys in the forefl are well provided with plenty of good grafs mixed 
with heath, which Is all the fhelter thefe deer have during the winter and fpring ; there 
is not a fhrub of wood to be feen in all the forefl; and, when a dorm comes, the 
deer betake themfelves to the fea-coaft, where they feed upon the alga marina, or fea- 
ware. 

The mertrick, a four-footed creature, about the fize of a big cat, 4 s pretty numerous 
in this iile; they have a fine fkin, which is fmooth as any fur, and of a brown colour* 
They fay that the dung of this animal yields a feent like mu(k. 

The amphibia here arc otters and feals ; the latter are eat by the meaner fort of peo¬ 
ple, who fay they are very nourifhing* The natives take them with nets, whole ends 
are tied by a rope to the ftrong alga, or feaware, growing on the rocks* 

This ifland abounds with variety of land and fea fowl, and particularly with very 
good hawks* 

There are eagles here of two forts; the one is of a large fize and grey colour, and 
thefe are very definitive to the fawns, fheep, and Iambs* 

The other is confiderably lefs, and black, and fliaped like a hawk, and more de¬ 
finitive to the deer, than the bigger fort* 

There are no venomous creatures of any kind here, except a little viper, which was 
not thought venomous till of late, that a woman died of a wound file received from 
one of them* 

I have feen a great many rats in the village Rowdil, which became very troublefome 
to the natives, and deftroyed all their corn, milk, butter, cheefe, &c* They could 
not extirpate thefe vermin for feme time by all their endeavours* A confiderable 
number of cats was employed for this end, but were ft ill worfted, and became per¬ 
fectly faint, becaufe overpowered by the rats, who were twenty to one. At length one 
of the natives, of more fagacity than hi.s neighbours, found an expedient to renew his 
cat's ftrength and courage, which was by giving it warm milk after every encounter 
with the rats ; and the like being given to all the other cats after every batt ,, Suc¬ 
ceeded fo well, that they left not one rat alive, notwithftandmg the great number of 
them on the place* 

On the eaft fide the village Rowdil; there is a circle of ftone, wkhiq eight yards of 
the fhore ; it is about three fathom under water, and about two ftories high; it is in 
form broader above than below, like to the lower llory of a kiln : l faw it perfectly on 
one fide, but the feafon being then windy, hindered me from a full view of it* The 
natives lay that there is itich another circle of lefs compals in the pool Borodil, on the 
other fide the bay. 


The 
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The flwre on the weft coaft of this illand affords a variety of curious fheils and walks; 
as Telling and Turbines of various kinds ; thin Patella:^ ftreaked blue, various coloured, 
Pedenesy fome blue, and fome of orange colours. 

The Os-fp'te is found on the fand in great quantities. The natives pulverize it, and 
take a dofe of it in boiled milk, which is found by experience to be an effectual remedy 
againft the diarrhea and dyfenteria. They rub this powder likewife, to take off the 
him on the eyes of fheep. ' . 

There is variety of nuts, called Molluka beans, fome of which are ufed as amulets 
againft witchcraft, or an evil eye, particularly the white one ; and, upon this account, they 
are wore about children’s necks, and if any evil eye is intended to them, they fay the 
nut changes into a black colour. That they did change colour, I found true by my 
own obfervation, but cannot be pofitive as to the caufe of it. 

Malcolm Campbell, fteward of Harries, told me, that fome weeks before my arrival 
there, all his cows gave blood inftead of milk for feveral days together: one of the 
neighbours told his wife that this muff be witchcraft, and it would be eafy to remove 
it, if fhe would but take the white nut, called the Virgin Mary’s nut, and lay it in the 
pail into which fhe was to milk fhe cows. This advice ihe prefently followed, and having 
milked one cow into the pail with the nut in it, the milk was all blood, and the nut 
changed its colour into dark brown ; Ihe ufed the nut again, and all the cows gave pure 
good milk, which they aferibe to the virtue of the put. This very nut Mr. Campbell 
presented me with, and I keep it ftill by me. 

Some fmall quantity of ambergreafe hath been found on the coaft of the illand Ber- 
nera. I was told that a weaver in this iftand had burnt a lump of it, to Ihow him a 
light for the molt part of the night, but the ftrong feent of it made his head acheex- 
ceedingly, by which it was difeovered. 

An ancient woman, about fixty years of age, here loft her hearing, and having no 
phyfician to give her advice, flie would needs try an experiment herfelf, which was 
thus : flie took a quill with which Ihe ordinarily ftiulhed her tobacco, and filling it 
with the powder of tobacco, poured it into her ear; which had the defired effect, for 
fhe could hear perfectly well next day. Another neighbour about the fame age, having 
loft her hearing fome time after, recovered it by the fame experiment, as ? was told by 
the natives. 

The fheep which feed here on Tandy ground, become blind fometiines, and are cured 
by rubbing chalk in their eyes. 

A fervant of Sir Normond Macleod’s living in the ifland of Bernera, had a mare 
that brought forth a foal with both the hinder feet cloven, which died about a year 
after : the natives concluded that it was a bad omen to the owner, and liis death, which 
followed in a few years after, confirmed them in their opinion. 

The natives make ule of the feeds of a white wild carrot, inftead of hops, for brew¬ 
ing their beer; and they fay that it anfwers the end fufficiently well, and gives the drink 
a good relifli befides. 

John Campbell, -forefter of Harries, makes ufe of this Angular remedy for a cold: 
he walks into the fea up to the middle with his clothes on, and immediately after 
goes to bed in his wet clothes, and then laying the bed-clothes over him, procures a 
fweat, which removes the diftemper; and this, he told me, is his only remedy for all 
manner of colds. One of the faid John Campbell’s feryants having his cheek fwelled, 
and there being no phyfician near, he alked his raaftpf’s1 advice; he knew nothing 
proper For him", but however bid him apply a pkifter of warm barley-dough to the 
place afteded. This affuaged the dwelling, and drew out of the ftefli a little Worm, 
' ‘ 4 f 2 A : 1 ' Cl ' i ' ‘ about 
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about half an Inch in length, and about the blgnefs of a goofe-qulll, having a pointed 
head, and many little feet on each fide : this worm they call fillan, and it hath been 
found in the head and neck of feveral perfons that I have feen in the itle of Skie. 

Allium Latifoliam , a kind of wild garlic, is much ufed by fome of the natives, as a 
remedy again!! the (tone : they boil it in water, and drink the iitfufion, and it expels 
fand powerfully with great eafe. 

The natives told me, that the rock on the eaft fide of Harries, in the found ofifiand 
Glafs, hath a vacuity near the front, on the north-weft fide of the found; in which 
they fay there is a done that they call the Lunar-ftone, which advances and retires ac¬ 
cording to the increafe and decreafe of the Moon. 

A poor man bom in the village Rowdil, commonly called St. Clcment’s-blind, loft 
his fight at every change of the moon, which obliged him to keep his bed for a day or 
two, and then recovered his fight. 

The inferior iflands belonging to Harries areas follow : the ifland Bernera is five 
miles in circumference, and lies about two leagues to the fouth of Harries. The foil is 
fandy for the moft part, and yields a great product of barley and rye in a plentiful year, 
efpecially if the ground be enriched by fea-ware, and that there be rain enough to 
fatisfy the dry foil. 1 had the opportunity to travel this ifland feveral times, and upon 
a ftritt inquiry I found the produft of barley to be fometimes twenty-fold and upwards, 
and at that time all the eaft fide of the ifland produced thirty fold. This hath been 
confirmed to me by the natives, particularly by Sir Normond Macleod, who poffeffes 
the ifland; he lifcewife confirmed to me the account given by all the natives of Harries 
and South-Vift, viz. that one barley-grain produces in fome places feven, ten, twelve, 
and fourteen ears of barley ; of which he himfelf being diffident for fome rime, was at 
the pains to fearch nicely the root of one grain after fome weeks growth, and found 
that from this one grain many ears had been grown up. But this happens not, except 
when the feafon is very favourable, or in grounds that have not been cultivated fome 
years before; which, if manured with fea-ware, feldotn fail to produce an extraordinary 
crop. It is obferved in this ifland, as elfewhere, that when the ground is dug up with 
fpades, and the turfs turned upfide down, and covered with fea-ware, it yields a better 
product than when it is ploughed. 

There is a frefh-water lake in this ifland, called Loch-Bruift, in which there are 
fmall iflands abounding with land and fea-fowl, which build there in the fummer. 
There is likwife plenty of eels in this lake, which are eafieft caught in September; 
and then the natives carry fights with them in the night-time to the rivulet running 
from the lake, in which the eels fall down to the fea in heaps together. 

This ifland in the fummer is covered all over with clover and daify, except in the 
corn-fields. There is to be feen about the houfes of Bernera, for the fpace of a mile, 
a foft fubftance, in lhew and colour exactly refembling the lea-plant called flake, and 
grows very thick among the grafs. The natives fay, that it is the produft of a dry hot 
foil; it grows likewife in the tops of Feveral hills in the ifland of Harries. 

It is proper to add here an account of feveral ftrange irregularities in the tides, on 
Bernera coaft, by Sir Robert Murray, mentioned in the Phil. Tranfattions, 

The tides increafe and decreafe gradually, according to the moon’s age, fo as about 
the third day after the new and full moon, in the Weltern Ifles and Continent they are 
commonly at the higheft, and about the quarter moons at the lowed : (the former called 
fpring-tides, the other neap-tides.) The tides from the quarter to the higheft fpring- 
tide increafe in a certain proportion, and from the fpring-tide to the quarter-tide in like 
proportion; and the ebbs rile and fall always after the fame manner. 
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It is fuppofed that the increafe of tides is made in the proportion of fines: the firft 
increafe exceeds the lowed in a fnaall proportion, the next in a greater, the third greater 
than that, and fo on to the middlemod, whereof the excefs is greatefl; diminifning 
again from that to the highefl fpring-lide, fo as the proportions before and after the 
middle do anfwer one another. And likewife from the highefl fpring tide to the 
lowed neap-tide, the decreafes feem to keep the like proportions; and this commonly 
falls out when no wind or other accident caufes an alteration. At the beginning of 
each dood on the coad, the tide moves fader, but in a fmall degree, increafmg its fwift- 
nefs till towards the middle of the flood ; and then decreafing in fwiftnefs again from 
the middle to the top of the high-water $ it is fuppofed that the inequal fpaces of time, 
the increafe and decreafe of fwiftnefs, and confequently the degrees of the rifings and 
fallings of the fame unequal ipaces of time, arc performed according to the proportion 
of fines. The proportion cannot hold precifely and exactly in regard of the inequali¬ 
ties that fall out in the periods of the tides, which are believed to follow certain pofitions 
of the moon in regard to the equinox, which are known not to keep a precife condant 
courfe; fo that there not being equal portions of time between one new moon and an¬ 
other, the moon's return to the fame meridian cannot be always performed in the fame 
time. And the tides from the new moon being not always the fame in number, or 
fometimes but fifty feven, fometimes fifty-eight, fometimes fifty-nine, (without any 
certain order or fucccffion) is another evidence of the difficulty of reducing this to any 
great exaftnefs. 

At the ead end of this ifle there is a drange reciprocation of the flux and reflux of 
the fea. There is another no lefs remarkable .upon the wed fide of the Long Ifland \ 
the tides which come from the fouth-wed run along the coad northward; fo that 
during the ordinary courfe of the tides, the flood runs ead in the Frith where Berneray 
lies, and the ebb wed; and thus the fea ebbs and flows orderly, fome four days before 
the full and change, and as long after ; (the ordinary fpring-tides rifing fome fourteen 
or fifteen foot upright, and all the reft proportionally, as in other places,) but after¬ 
wards, for four days before the quarter moons, and as long after, there is conflantly a 
great and Angular variation. For then (a foutherly moon making there the full fea) 
the courfe of the tide being eadward, when it begins to flow, which is about nine and 
a half of the clock, it not only continues fo about three and a half in the afternoon, 
that it be high-water; but after it begins to ebb, the current runs on dill eadward 
during the whole ebb ; fo that it runs eadward twelve hours together, that is, all day 
long, from about nine and a half in the morning till about nine and a half at night. But 
then when the night-tide begins to flow, the current turns, and runs wedward all night, 
during both flood and ebb, for fome twelve hours more, as it did eadward the day 
before. And thus the reciprocations continue, one dood and ebb running twelve hours 
eadward, and another twelve hours wedward, till four days before the full and new 
moon ; and then they refume their ordinary regular courfe as before, running ead during 
the fix hours of flood, and wed during the fix of ebb. 

There is another extraordinary irregularity in the tides, which never fails: that 
whereas between the vernal and autumnal equinox, that is, for fix months together, the 
courfe of irregular tides about the quarter moons, is to run ail day, 12 hours, as from 
about nine and a half to nine and a half or ten, exactly eadward ; all night, that is, twelve 
hours more, wedward j during the other fix months, front the autumnal to the vernal 
equinox, the current runs all day wedward, and all night eadward. I have obferved 
the tides as above, for the fpace of fome days both in April, May, July, and Auguft. 

The 
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The natives have frequent opportunities to fee this both day and night, and they all 
agree that the tides run as mentioned above. 

There is a couple of ravens in this ifland, which beat away all ravenOus fowls, and 
when their young are able to fly abroad, they beat them alfo out of the ifland, but not 
without many blows, and a great noife. 

There are two chapels in this ille ; to wit, St. Afaph’s and St. Columbus’s chapel. 
There is a ftone erefted near the former, which is eight feet high, and two feet thick. 

About half a league from Bernera, to the we ftward, lies the iiland Pabbay, three miles 
in circumference, and having a mountain in the middle. The foil is fandy, and fruitful 
in corn and grafs, and the natives have lately difeovered here a white marble. The 
weft end of this iiland, which looks to St. Kilda, is called the Wooden Harbour, becaufe 
the fends at low-water difeover feveral trees that have formerly grown there. Sir Nor- 
mond Macteod told me, that he had feen a tree cut there, which was afterwards made 
into a harrow. 

There are two chapels in this ifland, one of which is dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
the other to St. Muluag. 

The Reward of Kilda, who lives in Pabbay, is accuftomed in time of a ftorm to tie a 
bundle of puddirgs, made of the fat of fea-fowl, to the end of his cable, and lets it 
fall into the fea behind the rudder \ this, he fays, hinders the waves from breaking, 
and calms the fea j but the feent of the greafe attrafts the whales, which put the vefl'ef 
in danger. 

About half a league to the north of Pabbay, lies the ifle Sellay, a mile in circumfe¬ 
rence, that yields extraordinary paiturage for fheep, fo that they become fat very fbonj 
they have the biggeft horns that ever I faw on fheep. 

About a league farther to the north, lies the ifle Taranfay, very fruitful in com and 
grafs, and yields much yellow talk. It is three miles in circumference, and has two 
chapels, one dedicated to St. Tarran, the other to St. Keith. 

There is an antient tradition among the natives here, that a man rnuft not be buried 
in St. Tarran’s, nor a woman in St. Keith’s, becaufe other wife the corpfc would be found 
above-ground the day after it is interred. I told them this was a moil ridiculous fancy, 
which they might foon perceive by experience, if they would but put it to a trial. 
Roderick Campbell, who relides there, being of my opinion, refolved to embrace the 
firft opportunity that offered, in order to undeceive the credulous vulgar ; and accord¬ 
ingly a poor man in this ifland, who died a year after, was buried in St. Tarran’s cha¬ 
pel, contrary to the ancient cuftoin and tradition of this place, but his corpfe is ftill in 
the grave, from -whence it is not like to rife until the general refur reft ion. This in¬ 
fiance has delivered the credulous natives from this unreafonable fancy. This ifland 
is a mile diftant from the main land of Harries, and when the inhabitants go from this 
ifland to Harries, with a defign to flay for any time, they agree with thole that carry 
them over, on a particular motion of walking upon a certain piece; of ground, unknown 
to every body but themfelves, as a fignal to bring them back. 

Three leagues to the weftward of this ifland lies G alker, about half a mile in circum¬ 
ference ; it excels any other plot of its extent for fruitlulnefs ill grafs and produft of 
milk ; it maintains eight or ten cows. The natives kill fcalshere, which are very big. 

About two leagues'farther north lies the ifland Scarp, two miles iu circumference, 
and is a high land covered with heath and grafs. 

Between Bernera and the main land of Harries lies the ifland Enfay, which is above 
.two milts in circumference, and for the tnofr pan arable ground, which is fruitful in 

corn 
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corn and prats; there is an old chapel here for the ufe of the natives ; and there was 
h tely dHcovercd a grave in the weft end of the ifland, in which was found a pair ot 
fcak-s made of braft, and a little hammer, both which were finely polilhed. 

Between Enfay and the main land of Harries, He feveral fmall iflands, fitter tor pal- 

turage than cultivation. , 

1 he little ifland Quedam hath a vein of adamant ftone, in the front or the rock. 
The natives fay that mice do not live in this ifland, and when they chance to be carried 
thither among corn they die quickly after. Without thefe fmall iflands, there is a tract 
of fmall ifles in the fame line with the eaft fide of the Harries and North-Vift; they 
are in all refpects of the fame nature with thofe two iflands, fo that the fight ot them 
is apt to difpofe one to think that they have been once united together. 

The moft fomherly of thefe iflands, and the neareft to North-Vift is Hermetra, two 
miles in circumference: it is a moorifli foil, covered all over almoft with heath, except 
here and there a few piles ofgrafs, and the plant milk-wort; yet, notwithftanding this 
difad vantage, it is certainly the bell l'pot of its extent for pafturage, among thefe ifles, 
and affords great plenty of milk in January and February beyond what can be feen in 

the other iflands. ., 

1 faw here the foundation of a houfe built by the Enghfh, in Charles the Firft s 
time, for one of their magazines to lay up the calk, fait, Sec. for carrying on the filhery 
which was then begun in the Weftern Iflands; but this defign milcarried becaufe of 

the civil wars which then broke out. . , ,, 

The channel between Harries and North-Vift, is above three leagues in breadth, and 
abounds with rocks, as well under as above water; though at the lame time veflfels of 
three hundred tons have gone through it, from eaft to welt, having the advantage of 
one of the natives for a pilot. Some ftxteen years ago, one Captain Froft was lafely 
conduaed in this manner. The Harries belongs in property to the Laird of Mac leod ; 
lie and all the inhabitants are Proteftants s and obferve thefeftivals of Chriitnias, Good- 
Friday, and Sc. Michael’s day; upon the latter, they rendezvous on horfeback, and 
make their cavalcade on the lands at low water. 

The ifland of North-Vift lies about three leagues to the fouth of the ifland of Har¬ 
ries being in form of a femicircle, the diameter of which looks to the eaft, and is moun¬ 
tainous and full of heath, and fitter for pafturage than cultivation. The weft fide is of 
a quite different foil, arable and plain ; the whole is in length from fouth to north nine 

mites, and about thirty in circumference. r , 

■ There are four mountains in the middle, two lie within lefs than a mile or each 
other and are called South and North-Lee. All the hills and heath afford good paf- 
turage though it confift's as much of heath as grafs. The arable ground hath a mixture 
ot clay in feme places, and it is covered all over in fummer time and harveft with clover, 
daily, and variety of other plants, pleafant to the fight, and of a very fragrant fmell ; 
and abounds with black cattle and fteep. The foil is very grateful to the hufband- 
man yielding a produce of barley, from ten to thirty fold m a plentiful year; provided 
the ’.round be manured with Tea-ware, and that it havtjfrain proportionable to the foil. 
I have, upon feveral occafions, enquired concerning the produce of barley m this and 
the neighbouring iflands; the fame being much doubted tn the fouth of Scotland, as 
well as in England ; and, upon the whole, I have been affured by the mod ancient and 
indultrious oil he natives, that the -increafe is the fame as mentioned before in Harries. 

They told me, like wile, that a plot of ground which hath lain unmanured for fome 
years, would, in a very plentiful feafon produce fourteen ears of barley from one grain ; 
Jeveral ridges were then {hewed me of this extraordinary growth in different places. 
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The grain fown here Is barley, oats, rye; and it is not to be doubted but the foil would 
alfo produce wheat. The way of tillage here is commonly by ploughing, and fome by 
digging. The ordinary plough is drawn by four horfes, and they have a little plough 
called riffle, u e * a thing that cleaves, the coulter of which is in form of a fickle; and 
it is drawn fometlmes by one, and fometimes by two horfes, according as the ground is. 
The defign of this little plough is to draw a deep line in the ground, to make it more 
^eafv for the big plough to follow, which otherwife would be much retarded by the ft rung 
roots bent lying deep in the ground, that are cut by the little plough* When they dig 
with fpades, it produceth more increafe; the little plough is likewife ufed to facilitate 
digging as well as ploughing. They continue to manure the ground until the tenth of 
June, if they have plenty of braggir, /. c* the broad leaves growing on the top of the 
alga-marina* 

About a league and a half to the fouth of the ifland Herrnetra in Harries, lies Loch- 
Mad dy, fo called from the three rocks without the entry on the fomh fide* They are 
called Maddies, from the great quantity of big mufcles, called Maddies, that grows 
upon them* This harbour is capacious enough for fome hundreds of veffels of any 
burden : it hath feveral ifles within it, and they contribute to the fecurity of the har¬ 
bour, for a veffel may fafely come clofe to the quay. The fearnen divide the harbour 
in two parts, .calling the fouth-fide Loch-Maddy,and the north fide Loch-Partan, There 
is one Hland in the fouth loch, which for its commodioufnefs is, by the Englifh, called 
Nonfuch, This loch hath been famous for the great quantity of herrings yearly taken 
in it within thefe fifty years laft part. The natives told me, that in the memory of 
fome yet alive, there had been four hundred fail loaded in it with herrings at one fea- 
fon ; but it is not now frequented for fifhing, though the herrings do frill abound in it; 
and on this coaft every fummer and harveft, the natives fit angling on the rocks, and 
as they pull up their hooks, do many times bring np herrings* That they are always 
on the coaft, appears from the birds, whales, and other fifhes, that are their forerun* 
ners every where; and yet it is ftrange, that in all this iftand there is notone herring- 
net to be had ; but if the natives faw any encouragement, they could foon provide them* 
Cod, ling, and all forts of fifh taken in thefe iflands, abound in and about this lake* 

In this harbour there is a fmall ifland called Vackfay, in which there is /till to be 
feen the foundation of a houfe, built by the Englifh, for a magazine to keep their cafk, 
fait, &c* for carrying on a great fifhery which was then begun there. The natives told 
me, that King Charles the Firft had a fhare in it* This lake, with the convenience of 
its fifhings and iflands^is certainly capable of great improvement ; much of the ground 
about the bay is capable of cultivation, and affords a great deal of fuel, as turf, peats, 
and plenty of frefh water. It alfo affords a good quantity of oytiers, and clam Ihell- 
fifh ; the former grow on rocks, and are fo big that they are cut in four pieces before 
they are eat. 

About half a mile further fouth is Loch-Eport, having a rock without the mouth of 
the entry, which is narrow: the lake penetrates fome miles towards the weft, and is a 
good harbour, having feveral fmall ifles within it. The feals are very numerous here. 
In the month of July the fpring-tides carry in a great quantity of Mackrel, and at the 
return of the water they are found many times lying on the rocks. The vulgar na¬ 
tives make ufe of the allies of burnt fea-vvare, which preferves them for fome time in- 
{lead of fait. 

About two miles to the fouth of Loch-Eport lies the bay called the Kyle of Rona; 
having the ifland of that name (which is a little hill) within the bay ; there is a harbour 
on each fide of it. This place hath been found of great convenience for the fifhing of cod 

and 
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P '“Sere „ a harbour on the Ponth ££ 

rower than really it b : have been Wd in there by itorm, as was Cap- 

promontories on at fea. borne FnrrUft. fiiin who both approved of this 

tain Peters, a Dutchman, .and * ft “ “^"^SuSuv,^ which the natives were 
harbour. Ihe former built a.coc..- . " ;n-uid happened to come intoa houie 

much offended: the. latter having todedmthetad pp ^ fuppofed)> a ft „ nge 

where he found only ten women, and y - on a fide . and between them 

manner, viz. their arms and legs were bare ^ ’thickening of it with 

lay a board, upon which they a ai a P ; Englifhman prefently concluded 

their hands and feet, and frng.ng a, !.! h ™';' e a in fo remote a corner ; and this he 
jt to be a little bedlam, which e i . Mr. M aciean anfwered, he never 

told to Mr. John Maclean who poffeffes he ifland. J*. ^ ^ they both W ent 

faw anv mad people in thofe ifland. . Maclean having told him 

to the place where thottgE furprifed 

that it was their common way oi miucemug v , 

at the manner of it. hardly be believed : I myfelf 

and fea-fowls, that build and hatch th * . h ■ lled ma rled falmon, or, as 

afford falmon p one fort rfithem*falmon, and full of ftrong 
the natives call it, tejkdrumin , fo. n L j frkrhts it away, being thuwildeft of 

large feales; no bait can allure it, and a Krface bfit. 

filhes : it leaps high ahove the watci > ^djigl ^ ^ particu k r l y cockles : the 

tt me “a d re b iever e al ancient forts in this ifland, built upon eminences, or in the middic 

of frefli-water lakes. , f nes . t h e biggeft I obferved was on a 

Here tSfcd. - *>« f.“ *? d * 

hill near to Loch-Eport. 1 here vein on eminenC es, about a mile from Loch- 

tance of a quarter of a mile from on‘ th are ftjn called faffe fentinels. 

Maddy, toamufe invaders j for wh *_ nd f oul - in breadth in the hill Crmiveal: 

There is a done of twenty-four un der it. There is a very confpicuous 

the natives fav, a giant of a month village, above eight feet high, 

ftone in the face of the lull above hieh'at Down-roffel, which the natives call a crofs. 

Sgt te »igh, on the hill two utiles to the fouth 

of fe thena,iv ;b &)r 

that delinquents were tied to this llone ^ There 
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There is a ftone in form of a crofs in the row oppofite to St. Mary’s church, about 
five feet high: the natives call it the Water-crofs, for the ancient inhabitants had a 
cultom of erecting this fort of crofs to procure rain, and when they had got enough, they 
laid it flat on the ground ; but this cuftom is now difufed. The inferior ifland is the 
ifland of Heifldr, which lies near three leagues weftward of North-Vift, is three miles in 
circumference, of a Tandy foil, and very fruitful in corn and grafs, and black cattle. 
The inhabitants labour under want of fuel of all forts, which obliges them to burn cows’ 
dung, bariey-ftraw, and dried fea-ware : the natives told me, that bread baked by the 
fuel of fea-ware relifhes better than that done ot'nerwife. They are accuftonied to fait 
their cheefe with the afhes of bariey-ftraw, which thev fuffer not to lie on it above twelve 
I lours time, becaufe otherwife it would fpoil it. There was a ftone cheil lately difco- 
vered here, having an earthen pitcher in it which was full of bones, and as foon as 
touched they turned to duft. 

There are two fmall iflands feparated by narrow channels from the north-weft of this 
ifland, and are of the fame mould with the big ifland. The natives fay, that there is a 
couple of ravens there which fuffer no other of their kind to approach this ifland, and 
if any lhould chance to come, this couple immediately drive them away, with fuch a 
noife as is heard by all the inhabitants: they are obferved likewile to beat away their 
young as loon as they are able to purchafe for themfelves. The natives told me, that 
w hen one of this couple happened to be wounded by gun (hot, it lay ftill in the corner 
of a rock for a week or two, during which time its mate brought provifion to it daily, 
until it recovered perfectly. The natives add further, that one of thefe two ravens hav¬ 
ing died fame time after, the furviving one abandoned the ifland for a few days, and 
then was been to return with about ten or twelve more of its kind, and having chofen a 
mate out of this number, all the reft went quite off, leaving thefe tivo in pofleffion of 
their little kingdom. They do by a certain fagacity difcover to the inhabitants any car- 
cafe, onthefliore or in the fields, whereof I have feen feveral in fiances : the inhabitants 
pretend to know by their noife whether it be flefli or fiftu I told them this w^as fuch 
nicety that I could fcarcely give it credit; but they anfwered me, that they came to a 
knowledge of it by obfervation, and that they make their loudeft noife for flefli. There 
is a narrow channel between the ifland of Heifker and one of the Idler iflands in which 
the natives formerly killed many feals, in this manner: they twilled together feveral 
fmall ropes of horfe hair in form of a net, contra&ed at one end like a purfe ; and fo 
by opening and fliutting this hair-net, rhefe feals were catched in the narrow channel. 
On the fouth fide of North-Vift are the iflands of Illerav, which are accefEble at low 
water, each of them being three miles in compafs, and very fertile in corn and cattle. 

On the weftern coaft of this ifland lies the rock Eoufmil, about a quarter of a mile in 
circumference, and is ftill famous for the yearly fiffiing of feals there, in the end of Oclo - 
ber. This rock belongs to the farmers of the next adjacent lands: there is one who 
furnifheth a boat, to whom there is a particular fiiare due on that account, beftdes his 
proportion as tenant. The parilh minifter hath his choice of all the young feals and 
that which he takes is called by the natives Cullen-Mory, that is, the Virgin Mary’s feu!. 
The fteward of the ifland hath one paid to him, his officer hath another, and this by 
virtue of their offices. Thefe farmers man their boats with a competent number fit for 
the bufinefs, and they always embark with a contrary wind, for their fecurity a^ainlt 
being driven away by the ocean, and like wife to prevent them from being difcovered 
by the feals, who are apt to finell the fcent of them, and prefently run to fea. 

When this crew is quietly landed they furround the pafles, and then the fignal for 
the general attack is given front the boat, and fo they beat them down with big ftaves. 

The 
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The feals at this onfet make towards the fea with all fpeed, and often force their paf- 
fatre over the necks of the flouted aflailants, who aim always at the forehead of the 
feals, giving many blows before they are killed \ and if they are not hit exactly on the 
front, they contrail a lump on their forehead, which makes them took very fieiccj 
and if they get hold of the ftaff with their teeth, they carry it along to lea with them* 
Thofe that are in the boat fhoot at them as. they run to fea, but few are catched that 
way. The natives told me, that feveral of the biggeft feals lofe their lives by endeavour- 
mg to fave their young ones, whom they tumble before them towards the fea. I was told 
iilio, that three hundred and twenty feals, young and old, have been killed at one time 
in this place. The reafon for attacking them in Odcber becaufe in the beginning 
-t>£ this month the feals bring forth their young on the ocean lide > but thefe on the call 
fide, who are of the leffer'ftarure, bring forth their young in the middle of June, 

The feals eat no fifh till they firft take off the fkin: they hold the head of the fUh 
between their teeth, and pluck the fkin oil each fide with their fharp pointed nails ; 
this i obferved feveral times, the natives told me that the feals are regularly coupled* 
and refent an encroachment on their mates at an extraordinary rate. 1 he natives have 
obferved, that when a male had invaded a female, already coupled to another, the in¬ 
jured male, upon its return to its mate, would by a rrange fagacily find it out, and 
refent it againfi: the aggrellor by n bloody conflift, which gives a red tincture to the fea 
in that part where they fight. This piece of revenge has been often obferved by feaU 
hunters, and many others of unqueffionable integrity, whofe occafions obliged them to 
be much on this coaft. ! was affured by good hands, that the feals make their addreffes 
to each other by kiffes : this bath been obferved often by men and women, as fi flung 
on the coaft in a clear day. The female puts away its young from fucking as foon 
as it is able to provide for itfelf; and this is not done without many fevere blows. 

There is a hole in the fkin of the female, within which the teats are fecured from 
being hurt, as it creeps along the rocks and (tones ; for which caufe nature hath formed 
the point of the tongue of the young one cloven, without which it could not fuck. 

The natives fait the feals with the afhes of burnt fea-ware, and fay they are good food: 
the vulgar eat them commonly in the fprrng-time with a long pointed fUck in dead of 
a fork, to prevent the (irong fmell which their hands would other wife have for feveral 
hours after* The flefh and broth of frefii young feals is by experience known to be 
pectoral \ the meat is aftrmgent, and ufed as an effectual remedy againft the diarrhea 
and dyfenteria : the liver of a feal being dried and pulverized, and afterwards a lit Lie 
of it drunk with milk, aquavitse, or red wine, is aifo good agamfi: huxes. 

Some of the natives wear a girdle ot the feal-fkin about the middle, for removing the 
fciatica, as thofe of the (hire of Aberdeen wear it to remove the chin-cough. ^ l his 
four-footed creature is reckoned one of the fwifteft in the fea \ they fay likewiie that it 
leaps in cold weather the height of a pike above water, and that the fkin oi it is white 
in fummer, and darker in winter ; and that their hair hands on end with the flood, and 
falls again at the ebb* The fkin is by the natives cut ih long pieces, and then made life 
of infteadof ropes to fix the plough to their horfes when they till the ground. 

The feal, though efteemed fit only for the vulgar, is a^o eaten by p cj Ions of difljnc* 
lion, though ^undeh a different name, to wit, ham : this I have been allured of by 
.good hands; and thus we fee that the generality of men are as much led by fancy as 
judgment in their palates, a*s well as in other things. 1 he popiJh vulgar, in the iilands 
fouthward from this, eat thefe feals in Lent inflead of filh. J. his occafioned a debate 
between a pro left ant gentleman and a paptfl of my acquaintance : the former all edged 
that the other had tranfgrefied the rules of his church, by eating flefh in Lent; the 
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latteranfwered, that he did not; for, fays he, I have eat a fea-creature, which only lives 
and feeds upon filh. The prntedant replied, that this creature is amphibious, lies, 
creeps, eats, fleeps, and fo fpends much of its time on land, which no filh can do and 
live. It hath alfo another faculty that no fifli has, that is, it breaks wind backward fo 
loudly, that one may hear it at a great didance. But the papid dill maintained that 
he mud believe it to be fifli, till fuch time as the pope and his prieds decide the 
quedion. - 

About three leagues and a half to the wed lie the fmall iflands called Hawtker-Rocks, 
and Hawfker-Eggath, and Hawiker-Nimanfrich, id 0 , Monks-Rock, which hath an 
altar in it. The firft called fo from the ocean, as being near to it ; for haw or than in 
the ancient language fignifies tire ocean : the more fouiherly rocks are fix or feven big 
ones nicked or indented, for eggath fignifies fo much. The larged ifland, which is 
northward, is near half a mile in circumference, and it is covered with long grafs. 
Only fmall veflels can pafs between this and the fouthern rocks, being neared to 
St. Kilda of all the weft iflands ; both of them abound with fowls as much as any ifles 
of their extent in St Kilda. The coulterneb, guillemot, and fcarts, are mod numerous 
here ; the feals likewife abound very much in and about thefe rocks. 

The ifland of Valay lies on the wed, near the main land of North Vid ; it is about 
four miles in circumference, arable and a dry fandy foil, very fruitful in com and grafs, 
clover, and daify. It hath three chapels ; one dedicated to St. Ulton, and another to 
the Virgin Mary. There are two erodes of ftone, each of them about feven feet high* 
and a foot and a half broad. 

There is a little font on an altar, being a big done, round like a cannon-ball, and 
having in the upper end a little vacuity capable of holding two fpoonfukof water. Below 
the chapels there is a flat thin done, called Brownies done, upon which the ancient 
inhabitants offered a cow’s milk every Sunday; but this cuftom is now quite abolilhed. 
Some thirty paces on this fide is to be feen a little done houfe under ground ; it is very 
low and long, having an entry on the fea fide: 1 faw an entry in the middle of it, which 
was difeovered by the falling of the ftones and earth. 

About a league to the north-ead of Valay is the ifland of Borera, about four miles 
in circumference : the mould in fome places is fandy, and in others black earth ; it is 
very fruitful in cattle and grafs. I faw a inare here which I was told brought forth a 
foal in her fecond year. 

There is a cow here that brought forth two female calves at once, in alt things fo 
very like one another, that they could not be didinguiihed by any outward mark ; and 
had fuch afynipathy that they were never feparate, except in time of fucking, and then 
they kept dill their own fide of their dam, which was not obferved until a diflingnifliing 
mark was put about one of their necks by the milk-maid. In the middle of this ifland 
there is a rfelh-water lake, well docked with very big eels, fome of them as long as 
cod or ling fifli. There is a paffage under the flony ground, which is between the fea 
and the lake, through which it is fuppofed the eels conre in with the fpring-tides: one 
of the inhabitants, called Mac-Vanich, i, e. Monks-Son, had the curiofity to creep naked 
through this pafiage. 

This ifland affords the larged and bed dulfe for eating ; it requires lefs butter than 
any other of this fort, and has a niello wifh tade. 

The burial-place near the houfes is called the monks-field, for all the monks that 
died in the iflands that lie northward from Egg were buried in this little plot: each 
grave hath a done at both ends, fome of which are three, and others four feet high. 
There are big dones without the burial-place even with the ground j feveral of them 

5 have 


WESTER'S ISLANDS Or SCOTLAND. 597 

Save little vacuities-in them as if made by art: the tradition is, th: t thefe vacuities were 
dug for receiving! the monks* knees when ihev prayed upon them. 

The ifland of tingay lies half a league fourh on the fide of Borera: it is Angular in 
refpeft of the lands of Vi It, and the other iflands that furround it, for they are all com- 
pofed of fand, and this on the contrary is altogether mofs covered with heath, affording 
five peats in depth and is very ferviceable and ufeful, furmfhing the ifland Borera, &c. 
with plenty of good fuel. This ifland was held as con Iterated for feveral ages, info- 
much that the natives would not then prefume to cut any fuel in it. 

. The cattle produced here are horfes, edws, flieep, and hogs, generally of a low fta- 
ture. The horfes are very ft rung, and fit for pads, though expofed to the rigour of 
the weather all the winter and fpring in the open fields. Their cows- are alfo. in the 
fields all the fpring, and their beef is lweet and tender as any can be : they live, upon 
lea-ware in the winter and fpring, and are fattened by icj nor are they.flaughtered before 
they eat plentifully of it in December. The natives are accuftomed to fait their beef 
in a cow’s hide,, which keeps it clofe from air, and preferves it as well,- if not better, 
than barrels, and taffes they fay beft when this way ufed. This beef is mmfported to 
Glafgow, a city in the weft of Scotland, and from thence (being put in barrels there) 
exported to the Indies in good condition. The hills afford fome hundreds of deer, who 
eat fea-ware alfo in winter ami fpring-time. 

The amphibia produced here are feals and otters. There is no fox or venomous 
creature in this ifland. The great eagles here fallen their talons in the back of fifh, and 
commonly of falmon, which is often above water and on the fur face. The natives, 
who in the fummer-time live on the coaft, do fometimes rob the eagle of its prey after 
its landing. 

Here are hawks, eagles, pheafants, moor-fowls, tarmogan, . plover, pigeons, crows, 
fwans and all the ordinary, fea-fowls in the weft iflands. The eagles are very deftruc- 
tive to the fawns and lambs, efpecially the black eagle^ which is of a leflbr fize than tha 
other. The natives obferve, that it fixes its talons between the deers’ horns, and beats 
its wings conftantly about its eyes, which puts the deer to run continually till it fall 
into a ditch, or over a precipice, where it dies, and fo becomes a prey to this cunning 
hunter. There are at the fame time feveral other eagles of this kind, which By on both 
tides of the deer, which fright it extremely, and contribute much to its more fudden 
deftruttion. 

The forefler and feveral of the natives allured me, that they had feen both forts of 
eagles kill deer in this manner. The fwans come hither in great numbers in the month 
of October, with north-eaft winds, and live in the frefli lakes, where they feed upon 
trout and water plants till March, at which time they fly away again with a lbuth-eaifc 
wind. When the natives kill a fwan, it is common for the eaters of it to make a nega¬ 
tive vow (i. e. they fwear never to do fomething that is in itfelf impracticable) before 
they tafte of the fowl. 

The bird corn-craker is about the bignefs of a pigeon, having a longer neck, and 
being of a brown colour, but blacker in harvelt than in futnmer: the natives fay it lives 
by the water, and under the ice in winter and fpring. 

J The colk is a fowl fomewhat lefs than a goofe, hath feathers of divers colours, as 
white, grey, green, and biack, and is beautiful to the eye: it hath a tuft on the crown 
of its head like that of a peacock, and a train longer than that ot a houfe-cock. This 
fowl lofcth its feathers in time of hatching, and lives moftly in the remoteft iflands, as 
Heifker and Rona. 
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The gawlin is a fowl lefs than a duck, it is reckoned a true prognofficator of fair 
weatherfor when it fings, fair and good weather always follows, as the natives com¬ 
monly obferve: the piper of St. Kilda plays the notes which it fings, and hath compofed 
a tune of them, which the natives judged to be very fine mdfic. 

The rain-goofe, bigger than a duck, makes a doleful noife before a great rain: it 
builds its neft always upon the brink of frelh-water lakes, fo as it may reach the water. 

The bonnivochil, fo called by the natives, and by the feamen bilhop and carrara, as 
big as a goofe, having a white fpot on the breaft, and the reft party-coloured; it feldom 
flies, but is exceedingly quick in diving. The minifter of North-Vift told me that he 
killed one of them which weighed fixteen pounds and an ounce : there is about an inch 
deep of fat upon the fkin of it, which the natives apply to the hip-bone, and by experi¬ 
ence find it a fuccefsful remedy for removing the fciatica. 

The bird goyiir, about the bignefs of a fwallow, is obferved never to land but in the 
month of January, at which time it is fuppofed to hatch j it dives with a violent fwil tnefs. 
When any number of thefe fowls are feen together, it is concluded to be an undoubted 
fign of an approaching ftorm; and when the ftorm ceafes, they difappear under the 
water. The feamen call them malifigies, from mali-effigies, whidi they often find to 
be true. 

The bird fereachan-aittin is about the bignefs of a large mall, but having a longer 
body, and a bluilh colour; the bill is of a carnation colour. This bird (hrieks moft hide- 
oufly, and is obferved to have a greater affection for its mate than any fowl whatsoever; 
for when the cock or hen is killed, the furviving one doth for eight or ten days after¬ 
ward make a lamentable noife about the place. 

The bird fafkidar, about the bignefs of a fea-maw of the middle fize, is obferved to 
fly with greater fwiftnefs than any other fowl in thofe parts, and purfues leffer fowls, 
and forces them in their flight to let fall the food which they have got, and by its nim- 
blenefs catches it before it touches the ground. 

The natives obferve that an extraordinary heat without rain, at the ufual time the 
Jea fowls lay their eggs, hinders them from laying any eggs for about eight or ten days j 
whereas warm weather, accompanied with rain, difpofes them to lay much fooner. 

The wild geele are plentiful here, and very deftrutfive to the barley, notwithftanding 
-the many methods ufed for driving them away both by traps and gun-Ibor. There are 
fome Socks of barren fowls of all kinds, which are diftinguifhed by their not joining 
with the reft of their kind, and they are feen commonly upon the bare rocks, without 
any nefts. 

The air is here moift and moderately cold, the natives qualify it fometimes by drink¬ 
ing a glafs of ufquebaugh. The moiftute of this place is 1’uch, that a loaf of 1'ugar is 
,in danger to be diffolved, if it be not preferved by being near the fire, or laying it among 
oatmeal, in fome clofe place. Iron here becomes quickly rufty, and iron which is on 
,the -Tea-fide of a houfe grows fooner rufty than that which is on the land fide. 

The greateft fnow falls here with the fouth-weft winds, and feldom continues above 
three or four days. The ordinary fnow falls with the north and north-weft winds, and 
does not lie fo deep on the ground near the fea as on the tops of mountains. 

The frolt continues till the fpring is pretty far advanced, the Severity of which ecca- 
flons great numbers of trouts and eels to die ; but ihe winter frofts have not this effeit, 
for which the inhabitants give this reafon, viz. that the rains being more frequent in 
OSober, do, in their opinion, carry the juice and quinteflence of the plants into the 
lakes, whereby they think the fifli are nouriftved during the winter ; and there being no 
Juch nourifliment in the ipring, in regard of the uninterrupted running of the water, 
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which carries the juice with it to the fea, it deprives the fifli of this r.ourifhment, and 
confequently of life. And they add further, that the fifli have no accefs to the fuper- 
ficies of the water, or to the brink of it, where the juice might be had. The natives 
are the more confirmed in their opinion, that the li flies in lakes and mar flies are ob- 
ferved to out-live both winter and Spring frafts.- The eafhnorrh-eaft winds always pro¬ 
cure fair weather here, as they do in all the north-weft iflands ; and the rains are more 
frequent in this place in Oftober and. February than at any other time of the year.' 

Fountain-water drunk in winter is reckoned by the natives to be much more whole- 
fome than in the fpring; for in the latter it cauieth the diarrhea and dyfenteria. 

The difeafes that prevail here are fevers, diarrhea and dyfenteria, flitch, cough, fcia- 
tica, megrim, the finall-pox, which commonly comes once in feventeen years time. The 
ordinary cure for fevers is letting blood plentifully : the diarrhea is cured by drinking 
aquavitse, and the ftronger the better. The flefh and liver of feals are iifed as above 
mentioned, both for diarrhea and dyfenteria. Milk wherein heSic-ftone has been 
quenched, being frequently drunk, is likewife a good remedy for the two difeafes laft: 
mentioned. 

The kernel of the black nut found on the fliore, being beat to powder, and drunk 
in milk oraquavius, is reckoned a good remedy for the laid two difeales: flitches are 
cured fomeiimes by letting blood. 

Their common cure for coughs is lirochan, formerly mentioned. The cafe of the 
carrara-fowl, with the far, being powdered a little and applied to the hip-bone, is an 
approved remedy for the feiatica. Since the great change of the feafons, which of late 
years is become more piercing and cold, by which the growth of the corn both in the 
fpring and fummer feafons are retarded, there are feme difeafes difeovered which were 
not known here before, viz. a fpotted fever, which is commonly cured by drinking a 
glafs of brandy or aquavit® liberally when the difeafe feizes them, and ufing it till the 
fpots appear outwardly. This fever was brought hither by a ftranger from the ifland of 
Mull, who infected thefe other iflands. When the fever is violent, the fpots appear 
the fecond day, but commonly on tile fourth day, and then the difeafe comes to a crifis 
the fevemh day : but if the fpots do not appear the fourth day, the difeafe is reckoned 
mortal; yet it has not proved fo here, though it has carried oft'feveral in the other 
adjacent iflands. The vulgar are accuftomed to apply fiamula jovis for evacuating 
noxious humours, fuch as caufe the head-ach, and pains in the arms or legs, and they 
find great advantage by it. The way of ufing it is thus: they take a quantity of it, 
bruifed fmall and put into a patella, and apply it fo to the {kin a little below the place 
affefted : in a fmall time it raifes a blifter about the bignefs of an egg, which, when 
broke, voids all the matter that is in it; then the {kin fibs and fwells twice again, and 
as often voids this matter. They u!e the fea plant linarich to cure the wound, and it 
proves effefiual for this purpofe, and alfofor the megrim and burning. 

The broth of a lamb, in which the plants JhunniJh and Alexander have been boiled, is 
found by experience to be good agauift conJmnptions. 1 be green lea-plant linarich is 
by them applied to the temples and forehead to dry up deflexions, and alfofor drawing 
up the toniels. Neil Macdonald, in the ifland of Heilkir, is fubjett to the falling of the 
tonfels at every change of the moon, and they continue only for the firft quarter. This 
infirmity hath continued with him all his days, yet be is now feventy-two years of age. 

John Fake, who lives in Pabble, in the parifh' of Kilmoor, alias St. Mary’s, is con- 
ftantly troubled with a great fneezing a day or two before rain ; and if the freezing be 
more than ufual, the rain is faid to be greater; therefore he is called the rain-almanack. 
He has had this faculty thefe nine years paft. 
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There is a houfo in the village called Ard n in-boo thin in the parifli of St. Marys ; and 
the houfe-cock there never crows from the tenth of September till the middle of March. 
Tills was told me two years ago* and fince confirmed to me by the natives* and, the pre¬ 
fen t msnifter of the parifh. 

The inhabitants of this id and are generally welkproportioned, of an ordinary ft at Lire 
and a good complexion ; healthful* and fome of jthemcome to a great age: federal of 
my acquaintance arrived at the age of ninety, and upwards ^ John Mac-doriald of Grim- 
inis was of this number, and died lately in the ninety-third year of his age, Donald Roy, 
who lived in the ifle of Sand, and died lately in the hundredth year of his age, was able 
to travel and manage his affairs till about two years before his death. They area very 
charitable and hofpitable people* as is any where to be found, There was never an inn 
here till of late, and now there is but one, which is not at all frequented for eating, but 
only for drinking ; for the natives by their hofpitality render this new-invented houfe 
in a manner ufelels. The great produce of barley draws many ftrangers to this ifiand, 
with a defign to procure as much of this grain as they can; which they get of the in¬ 
habitants gratis, only for afking, as they do hbrfes, cows, ftieep, wool, &c, I was told 
fome months before my arrival there, that there had been ten men in that place at one 
time to alk corn gratis, and every one of thefe had fome one, fome two, and others 
three attendants ; and during their abode there, they were all entertained gratis, no one 
returning empty. 

This is a great, yet voluntary tax, which has continued for many ages but the late 
general fcarcity has given them an occafion to alter this euftom, by making afts againft 
liberality, except to poor natives and objects of charity. 

' The natives are much addicted to riding, the plainnefs of [be country difpofmg both 
men and hprfes to it. They obferve an anniverfary cavalcade on Michaelmas day, and 
then all ranks of both fexes appear on horfe-back. The place for this rendezvous is a 
large piece of firm Tandy ground on the fea-fhore, and there they have horfe-racing for 
fmatl prizes, for which they contend eagerly. There is an ancient euftom, by which it 
is lawful for any of the inhabitants to fleat his neighbour’s horfe the night before the 
race, and ride him all next day, provided he deliver him fafe and found to the owner 
after the race. The manner of running is by a few young men, who ufe neither lad¬ 
dies nor briales, except two final! ropes made of bent inftead of a bridle, nor any fort 
of fpurs, but their bare heels : and when they begin the race, they throw thefe ropes 
on their horfes 1 necks, and drive them on vigoroufly with a piece of long fea-ware in 
each hand, inftead of a whip; anti this is dried in the fun feveral months before for 
that purpofe, This is a happy opportunity for the vulgar, who have few occafionsfor 
meeting, except on Sundays : the men have their fweet-hearts behind them on horfe- 
back, and give and receive mutual prefents ; the men preient the women with knives 
and purfes, the women prefent the men with a pair of (foe garters of divers colours, 
they give them likewife a quantity of wild carrots. This iffo belongs in property to Sir 
Donald Mac-donald of S.eat: he and all the inhabitants are p rote ft ants, one only ex¬ 
cepted $ they obferve Chirftmas, Good-Friday, and St. Michael's Day, 

The Ifle Benbeeula, its Dljlanee, Lengthy Bay , Mold, Grain, Fijh , Cattle, FreJIj Lakes, 
Forts, a Stone Fault, Nunnery, Proprietor. 

THE ifiand of Bcnbecula lies diredtly to the Couth of North Vift, from which it is 
,two miles diftant; the ground being all plain and fanuy between them, having two little 
rivers or channels no higher than one’s knee at a tide of ebb : this paflage is overflowed 
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by the fea every tide of flood, nor is it navigable except by boats. 1 here are feveral 
final] iflandson the eaft-fule of this channel. This ifland is three miles in length from 
foutti to north, and three from call to weft, and ten miles in compafs* The ealt-fide 
covered with heath ; it hath a bay called Vifkway, in which fmall velfels do fometimes 
harbour, and now and then herrings are taken in it. 

The mountain Benbecula, from which the ifle hath its name, lies in the middle of it; 
the extern part of this ifland is all arable, but the foil fandy, the mould is the fame with 
that of North-Vift, and affords the fame corn, fifli, cattle, amphibia, he. There is no 
venomous creature here. It hath feveral frefli-water lakes well flocked with fifh and 
fowl. There are feme ruins of old forts to be feen in the fmall iflands, in the lakes, 
and on the plain. 

There are alfo fame final! chapels here, one of them at Bael-nin-killach, id ejt f Nuns* 
Town, for there were nunneries here in time of popery. The natives have lately dif« 
covered a (tone vault on the eaft-fide the town, in, which there are abundance of Imall 
bones, which have occafloned many uncertain conjectures; feme faid they were the bones 
of birds, others judged them rather to be the bones of pigmies. The proprietor of the 
town inquiring Sir Norm and Mackleod*s opinion concerning them, he told him that 
the matter was plain as he fuppofed, and that they mult be the bones of infants born by 
the nuns there. This was very difagreeable to the Roman catholick inhabitants, who 
laughed it over. But in the mean time the natives out of zeal took care to fhut up the 
vault, that no accefs can be had to it fince ; fo that it would feem they believe what 
Sir Normand faid, or elfe feared that it might gain credit by fuch as afterward had oc¬ 
ean on to fee them. This iiland belongs properly to Ranal Mac-donald of Benbecula, 
who, with all the inhabitants, are Roman Catholicks; and I remember I have feen an old 
lay capuchin here, called in the language Brahir-bocht, that is, poor brother; which 
is literally true, for he anfwers this character, having nothing but what is given him : 
he holds himfelf fully fatisfied with food and raiment, and lives in as great fimplicity as 
any of his order ; his diet is very mean, and he drinks only fair water: his habit is no 
lefs mortifying than that of his brethren elfewhere; he wears a fhort coat, which comes 
no further than his middle, with narrow fleeves like a waiftcoat; he wears a plad above 
it girt about the middle, which reaches to his knee : the plad is fattened on his bread 
with a wooden pin, hisneek bare, and his feet often fo too : he wears a hat for orna¬ 
ment, and the firing about it is a bit of fi/her’s line made of horfe-hair. I his plad he 
wears in Head of a gown worn by thofe of his order in other countries. 1 told him he 
wanted the flaxen girdle that men of his order ufually wear : he anfwered me, that he 
wore a leather one, which was the fame thing. Upon the matter, if he is fpoke to 
when at meat, he anfwers again ; which is contrary to the cuftom of his order. A his 
poor man frequently diverts himfelf with angling of trouts ; he lies upon flraw, and 
had no belt (as others have) to call him to his devotion, but only his confcience, as he 
told me. 

The fpeckled falmons, defenbed in North-Vift, are very plentiful on the weft fide of 
this ifland. 

The iiland of South- Vift lies directly two miles to the fouth of Benbecula, being in 
length one and twenty miles, and three in breadth, and in fome places four.^ I lie eaft- 
fide is mountainous on the coaft, and heathy for the moll part : the well-fide is plain 
arable ground, the foil is generally fandy, yielding a good produce of barley, oats, and 
rye, in proportion to that of North* Vilt, and has the fame fort of cattle. Bath eaft 
and weft Ticks of this iiland abound in frefli-water lakes, which afford trouts and eels, 
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befides variety of land and fea fowls. The arable land is much damnified by the over¬ 
flowing of thefe lakes in divers places, which they have not hitherto been able to drain, 
though the thing be praflicable. Several lakes have old forts built upon the fmall 
iflands in the middle of them. About four miles on the fouth-eaft end of this ifland, is 
Loch-F.ynord ; it reaches feveral miles weftward, having a narrow entry, which makes 
a violent currenr, and within this entry there’s a rock, upon which there was ftaved to 
pieces a frigate of Cromwell’s which he fent there to fubdue the natives.. Ambergreafe 
hath Uen found by feveral of the inhabitants on the weft coaft of this ifland, and they 
fold it at Glafgow at a very low rate, not knowing the value of it at firft ; but when 
they knew it, they raifed the price to the other extreme. Upon a thaw after a long 
froil the fouth-e.ft winds call many dead fifhes on the fhore. The inhabitants are 
generally of the fame nature and complexion with thofe of the next adjacent northern 
iflands ; they wear the fame habit, and ufe the fame diet. One of the natives is very 
famous for his great age, being, as it is faid, a hundred and thirty years old, and retains 
his appetite and .underftanding j he can walk abroad, and did labour with his hands as 
ufually, till within thefe three years, and for any thing I know is yet living. 

' There are feveral big kairnes of ftone on the eaft fide this ifland, and the vulgar re¬ 
tain the ancient cuftom of making a religious tour round them on Sundays and holi¬ 
days. 

There is a valley between two mountains on the eaft-fide, c -lied Glenflyte, which 
affords good pafiurage. 1 he natives who f..rm it, come thither with their cttle in the 
fummer-time, and are poffeffed with a firm belief that this v Uey is haunted by fpirits, 
who by the inhabitants are called the Great Men end that whatfoever manor woman 
enters the valley, without making firft an entire refignation of themielves to the conduct 
of the great men, will infallibly grow mad. The words by which he or fhe gives up 
himfelf to thefe men’s conduct, are comprehended in three fentences, wherein the Glen 
is twice named; to which they add, that it is inhabited by thefe great men, and that 
fuch as enter depend on their protection. I told the natives, that this was a piece of. 
filly credulity as ever was impofed upon the molt ignorant ages, and that their imagi- 
ary p rot eft or s deferved no fuch invocation. They anfwered, that there had happened 
a late inftance of a woman who went into that Glen without refigning herfelf to the 
condudt of thefe men, and immediately after fhe became mad j. w hich confirmed them 
in their unreafbnable fancy. 

The people refiding here in fummer, fay they fometiines hear a loud ncife in the air, 
like men fpeaking. I inquired if their prieft had preached or argued againft this fu- 
perflitious cuftom ? They told me, he knew better things, and would not be guilty of 
diffuading men from doing their duty, which they doubted not be judged this to be $ 
and that they refolved to perfift in the belief of it, until they found better motives to the 
contrary, than have been fliewed them hitherto. The proteftant minifter hath often 
endeavoured to undeceive them, but in vain, becaufe of an implicit faith they have in 
their prieft: and when the topieks of perfuafion, though never fo urgent,, come from 
one they believe to be a heretick, there is little hope of fUccefs. 

The ifland Erifca, about a mile in length, and three in circumference, is partly heathv, 
and partly arable, and yields a good produce. The inner-fide hath a wide anchorage, 
there is excellent cod and ling in it; the natives begin to manage it better, but not to 
th;t advantage it :'s capable of. The final 1 ifl.fnd near it was overgrown with heath, 
and about three y< ars ago the ground threw up all that heath from the very root, fo 
that theie is not now one fhrub of it in all this ifland. Such as have occafion to trave-1 
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1 >v land between South-Vift and Benbecula, or Benbecula and Nopth-Vift, bad need of a 
guide to direa them, and to obi'erve the tide when low, and alfo lor crofiing the chan¬ 
nel at the right fords, elfe they cannot pafs without danger. . . ... 

There are fome houfes under-ground in this ifland, and they are in all points like 
thore defcribed in North-Vill; one of them is in the South Ferry-'l'ovyn, oppofite to 
Barray. The cattle produced here, are like thofe of North-Vift, and there are above 
three hundred deer in this ifland: it was believed generally, that no venomous creature 
was here, yet of late fome little vipers have been feen in the fouth end of the ifland. 

The natives fpeak the Trilh tongue more perfectly here, than in molt of the other 
ill and s ; partly becaufe of the remotenefs, and the fmalt number of thofe that (peak 
Englifh, and partly becaufe fome of them are fcholars, and verfed in the irilh language. 
They wear the fame habit with the neighbouring iflanders. 

The more ancient people continue to wear the old drefs, efpecially women : they are 
a tfofpitable well-meaning people, but the misfortune of their education difpofes them 
to uncharitablenefs, and rigid thoughts of their proteftant neighbours; though at the 
fame time they find it convenient to make alliances with them. 1 he churches here are 
St. Coiumba and St. Mary’s in Hogh-more, the inoft centrical place in the ifland; St. 
feremy’s chapels, St. Peter’s, St. Bannan, St. Michael, St. Donnan. 

There is a (lone fet up near a mile to the fouth of Columbus s church, about eight 
feet high and two feet broad: it is called by the natives the Bowing-ftone ; for when 
the inhabitants had the firlt fight of the church, they fet up this flone,and there bowed 
and faid the Lord’s Prayer. There was a buckle of gold found in Emort ground fome 
twenty years ago, which was about the value of feven guineas. 

As I came from South-Vift, I perceived about fixty horfemen riding along the fands, 
directing their courfe for the call fea ; and being between me and the fun, they made a 
great figure on the plain fands: we difeovered them to be natives oFSouth-Vift, tor 
they alighted from their horfes, and went to gather cockles in the fands, which are ex¬ 
ceeding plentiful there. This ifland is the property of Allan Mac-donald of Moydart, 
head of the tribe of Mac-donald, called C.lanronalds ; one of the chief famihes descend¬ 
ed of Mac-donald, who was Lord and King of the iflands. He and all the inhabitants 
are Papifts, except fixty, who are Proteftants: the Papifts obferve all the feftivals of their 
church, they have a general cavalcade on All-Saints Day, and then they bake St. 
Michael’s cake at night, and the family and grangers eat it at (upper. 

Fergus Beaton hath the following ancient Irilh manufenpts m the Irilh character; to 
wit, Avicenna, Aver rocs, Joannes de Vigo , Bernards Gordonus, and feveral volumes of 

^The ifland of Barray lies about two leagues and a half to the fouth weft of the ifland 
South Vift ■ it is five miles in length, and three in breadth, being in all relpetts like the 
iflands lying dire&ly north from it. The eaft fide is rocky, and the weft arable ground, 
and yields a good produce of the fame grain that both Vifts do: they ufe hke«ife the 
feme way for enriching their land with fen-ware. There is plenty of cod and ling got on 
the eaft and fouth-fides of this ifland : feveral fmall flnps from Orkney come hither in 
fuminer, and afterward return loaden with cod and ling. 

There is a fafe harbour on the north-eaft fide of Barray, where there is great plenty 

of fifh 

° The rivers on the eaft fide afford falmons, fome of which are fpeckled like thefe men¬ 
tioned in North-Vift, but they are more fuccefsfut here in catching them. The natives 
tro with three feveral herring-nets, and lay them crofs-ways in the river where the fal¬ 
con are molt numerous, and betwixt them and the Tea. Thefe falnion at the fight or 
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fhadow of the people make towards the fea, and feeling the net from the furface to the 
ground, jump over the firft:, then the fecond, but being weakened, cannot get over the 
third net, and fo are catched. They delight to leap above water, and fwim on the fur- 
face : one of the natives told me, that he kilied a falmon with a gun, as jumping above 
water. 

They informed me alfo, that many barrels of them might be taken in the river above- 
mentioned. if there was any encouragement for curing and tranfporting them. There 
are feveral old forts to be feen here, in form like thofe in the other iflands. In the 
fouth end of this ifland there is an orchard, which produces trees, but few of them bear 
fruit in regard of their nearnefs to the fea. AH forts of roots and plants grow plentifully 
in it ; foine years ago tobacco did grow here, being of all plants the rnoft grateful to the 
natives, for the iflanders love it mightily. 

^The little ifland JKifmul lies about a quarter of a mile from the fouth of this ifle; it is 
the feat of Mac-neil of Barray, there is a ftone wall round it two dories high, reaching 
the fea, and within the wall there is an old tower and an hall, with other houfes about 
iit. There is a little magazine in the tower, to which no (tranger has accefs. I faw the 
officer called the Cockman, and an old cock he is: when I bid him ferry me over the 
water to the ifland, he told me that he was but an inferior officer, his bufinefs being to 
attend in the tower; but if (/ays he) the con (table, who then flood on the wall, will give 
you accefs, I’ll ferry you over. I defired him to procure me the conftable’s permiflion, 
and I would reward him ; but having waited fome hours for the conftable’s anfwer, and 
not receiving any, I was obliged to return without feeing this famous fort. Macniel 
and his lady being abfent, was the caufe of this difficulty, and of my not feeing the place. 
I was told fome weeks after, that the conftable was very apprehend ve of fome defign I 
might have in viewing the fort, and thereby to expofe it to the conqueft of a foreign 
power; of which I l’uppofed there was no great caufe of fear. The natives told me 
there is a well in the village Tang (till, the water of which being boiled, grows thick like 
puddle. There is another well not far from Tangftill, which the inhabitants fay in a 
fertile year throws up many grains of barley in July and AugUft. And they fay that 
the well of Kilbar throws up einbrios of cockles, but 1 could not difcern any in the ri¬ 
vulet, the air being at that time foggy. The church in this ifland is called Kilbarr, i. e. 
St. Barr’s church. There is a little chapel by it, in which tVTacneil, and thofe defcended 
of his family, are ufually interred. The natives have St. Barr’s wooden image (landing 
on the altar, covered with linen in form of a lhirt; all their great eft affevcrations are 
by this faint. I came very early in the morning with an intention to fee this image, 
but was difappointed ; for the natives prevented me, by carrying it away, left I might 
take occafion to ridicule their fuperllition, as fome proteftants have done formerly : 
and when 1 was gone, it was again expofed on the altar. They have feveral traditions 
concerning this great faint. There is a chapel (about half a mile on the fouth fide of 
the hill near St. Barr’s church) where I had occafion to get an account of a tradition con¬ 
cerning this faint, which was thus: “ the inhabitants having begun to build the church, 
which they dedicated to him, they laid this wooden image within it, but it was invifibly 
tranfported (as they fay) to the place where the church now (lands, and found there 
every morning.” This miraculous conveyance is the reafoii they give for defining to 
work where they firft began. I told my informer that this extraordinary motive was 
fufficient to determine the cafe, if true, but allied his pardon to difient from him, for I 
had not faith enough to believe this miracle; at which he was furprized, telling me in 
the mean time that this tradition hath been faithfully conveyed by the prielts and natives 
fuccefliveiy to this day. The fouthern iflands are, 1. Muldonilh, about a mile in cir¬ 
cumference j 
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cumference ; it is high in the middle, covered over with heath and grafs, and is the only 
foreft here for maintaining the deer, being commonly about feventy or eighty in num¬ 
ber. 2, The ifland Sandreray lies foutherly of Barray, from which it is Separated by a 
narrow channel, and is three miles in circumference, having a mountain in the middle ; 
it is defigned for paflurage and cultivation. On the fouth fide there is an harbour 
convenient for final! vefiels, that come yearly here to filh for cod and ling, which 
abound on the coalt of this ifland* 3. The ifland Sandreray, two miles in circumfei- 
ence is fruitful in corn and grafs, and feparated by a narrow channel from Vat ter fay. 
4. To the fouth of thefe lies the ifland Bernera, about two miles in circumference ; it 
excels other iflands of the fame extent for cultivation and fifhing. The natives never 
go a fifhing while Macneil or his fteward is iu the ifland, left feeing their plenty of fifli, 
perhaps they might take occafion to raife their rents, lhere is an old fort in this ifland, 
having a vacuity round the walls, divided in little apartments, ft he natives endure a 
great fatigue in manuring their ground with fea-ware, which they carry in ropes upon 
their backs over high rocks. They likewife fallen a cow to a flake, and fpread a 
quantity of find on the ground, upon which the cow’s dung falls, and this they mingle 
together, and lay it on the arable land. They take great numbers of fea-fowls from 
the adjacent rocks, and fait them with the allies of burnt fea-ware in cows’ hides, which 
preferves them from putrefaction. 

There is a fort of ftone in this ifland, with which the natives frequently rub their 
breafts by way of prevention, and fay it is a good prefervative. for health. 1 his is all 
the medicine they ufe ; providence is very favourable to them, in granting them a good 
ftate of health, fince they have no phyfician among them. 

The inhabitants are very hofpitable, and have a cuftom, that when any ftrangers from 
the northern iflands refort thither, the natives, immediately after their landing, oblige 
them to eat, even though they fhould have liberally eat and drunk but an hour before their 
landing there. And this meal they call Bieytav ; i. e. Ocean Meat j for they prefume 
that thefharpair of the ocean, which indeed fur rounds them, mu ft needs give them a 
good appetite. Aud whater number of ftrangers come there, or of whatfoever quality 
or fox, they are regularly lodged according to ancient cuftom, that is, one only in a 
family ; by which cuftom a man cannot lodge with his own wife, while in this ifland. 
Mr. John Campbell, the prefent minifter of Harries, told me, that his father being then 
parfon of Harries, and minifter ofBarray 'for the natives at that time were Proteftants) 
carried his wife along with him, and refilled in this ifland for lome time, and they dif* 
pofed of him, his wife and fervants in manner above-mentioned : and fuppofe Macneil of 
Barray and his lady fhould go thither, he would be obliged to comply with this ancient 

cuftom. , 

There is a large root grows among the rocks of this ifland lately ducovered, tne na¬ 
tives call it Curran- Petris, of a whitifh colour, and upwards of two feet in length, where 
the ground is deep, and in fliape and fize like a large carrot; where the ground is not lo 
deep, it grows much thicker, but Ihorter : the top of it is like that of a canot. 

The rock Linmull, about half a mile in circumference, is indifferently high, andalmoft 
inacceflible, except in one place, and that is by climbing, which is very difficult, ft his 
rock abounds with fea-fowls that build and hatch here in fummer} fuch as the guille¬ 
mot, coulter-neb, puffin, &c. The chief climber is commonly called giugich, and this 
name imports a big man having ftrength and courage proportionable. When they ap¬ 
proach the rock with the boat, Mr. Gingich jumps out firft upon a ftone on the rock- 
fide, and then by the affiitancc of a rope of horfe-fiair, he draw's his fellows out of the 
boat upon this high rock, and draws the reft up after him with the rope, till they all 
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arrive at the top, where they purchafe a confiderable quantity of fowls and eggs* 
Upon their return to the boat, thi tpngkh runs a great hazard, by jumping firft into 
the boat again, where the violent fea continually rages; having but a few fowls more 
than his fellows, befides a greater efteem to compenfate his courage, ■When a te¬ 
nant's wife in this or the adjacent iflands dies, he then addreffes hmifelf to Macneil of 
Barray, representing his lofs, and at the fame time defires that he would be pleafed to 
recommend a wife to him, without which he cannot manage his affairs, nor beget fol¬ 
lowers to Macneil, which would prove a public lofs to him, Upon this rejprefentation, 
Macneil finds out a fiatable match for him ; and the woman's name being told him, 
immediately he goes to her, carrying with him a bottle of ftrong waters for their en¬ 
tertain meat at marriage, which is then confummated* 

When a tenant dies, the widow addreffeth herfelf to Macneil in the fame manner, 
who likewife provides her with a huiband, and they are married without any further 
courtfiiip. There is in this ifland an altar dedicated to St* Chriftopher, at which the 
natives perform their devotion. There is a ft one fet up here, about fevcn feet high; 
and when the inhabitants come near it, they take a religious turn round it. 

If a tenant chance to lofe his milk-cows by the feverity of the feafon, or any other 
misfortune ; in this cafe Macneil of Barray fuppiies him with the like number that he 
loft. 

When any of thefe tenants are fo far advanced in years that they are incapable to 
till the ground, Macneil takes fuchold men into his own family, and maintains them all 
their lives after. The natives obferve, that if fix ftieep are pm a grazing in the little 
ifland Pabhay, five of them ft ill appear fat, but the fixth a poor fkeleton ; but any num¬ 
ber in this ifland not exceeding five are always very fat. There is a little ifland not far 
from this, called Mieklay , of the fame extent as Pabbay, and hath the fame way of feed¬ 
ing fheep, Thefe little iflands afford excellent hawks. 

The ifles above mentioned, lying near to thefouthof Barray, are commonly called the 
Bifhop's Ifles, becaufe they are held of the bifhop. Some ifles lie on the eaft and north 
of Barray, as Fiaray, Meilifay, Buya Major and Minor, Lingay, Fuda; they afford paf- 
turage, and are commodious for fifhing ; and the latter being about two miles in cir¬ 
cumference, is fertile in com and grafs. There is a good anchoring place next to the 
ille on the north-eaft fide* 

The fteward of the lefTer and fouthern iflands is reckoned a great man here, in re¬ 
gard of the perquifites due to him ; fuch as a particular fbare of all the lands, corn, 
butter, cheefe, filh, which thefe iflands produce : the meafure of barley paid him 
by each family yearly is an omer, as they call it, containing about two pecks. 

There is an inferior officer, who alfo hath a right to a fhare of all the fame produ&s* 
Next to thefe come in courfe thofe of the loweft ports, fuch as the cockman and porter, 
each of whom hath his refpeftive due, which is punctually paid, 

Macneil of Barray, and all his followers, are Roman Catholics, one only excepted, 
viz. Murdock Macneil ; and it may perhaps be thought no fma -11 virtue in him to ad¬ 
here to the Froteftant communion, confidering the disadvantages he labours under by 
the want of his chief's favour, which is much leffened for being a heretic, as they call 
him* All the inhabitants obferve the anniverfary of St. Barr, being the 27th of Sep¬ 
tember; it is performed riding on horfeback, and the folemnity is concluded by three 
turns round St* Barr's church. This brings into my mind a ftory which was told me 
concerning a foreign prieft, and the entertainment lie met with after his arrival there 
fome years ago, as follows : this prieft happened to land here upon the very day, and at 
the particular hour of this folemnity, which was the more acceptable to the inhabitants, 


WESTERN ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND. 


607 


who then defired him to preach a commemoration fermonto the honour of their patron 
St Barr, according to the ancient cuftom of the place. At this the pneft was fur- 
prifed, he never having heard of St. Barr before that day ; and therefore knowing no- 
thing of his virtues, could fay nothing concerning him: but told them, that if a fcrmon 
to the honour of St. Paul or St. Peter could pleafe them, they might have it inftanUy 
This anfwer of his was fo difagreeable to them, that .hey plainly told him hecoulJbe 
no true prieft, if he had not heard of St. Barr, for the pope himfelf had h.ai d of him 
but this lould notperfuade the prieft, fo that they parted much ddfatisfiedl with one an¬ 
other. They have likewife a general cavalcade on St. Michael s day in Kdbar village, 
and do then alfo take a turn round their church. Tvery family, as foon as the io- 
lemnity is ended, is accuftomed to bake St. Michael s cake, as above defenbed ; and all 
ft rangers, together with thofe of the family mult eat the bread that night. _ 

This ifland, and the adjacent leffer iflands, belong m property. * ol Vlacneil. bemgAe 
thirty-fourth of that name by lineal defeent that has pofletled this ifland, if prefent 
genealogers may be credited, lie holds his lands m vaffalage of Sir Donald Macdonald 
If Slatef to whom he pays 40I. per aim. and a hawk, if required, and is obliged to fur- 
aiJh him a certain number of men upon extraordinary occahons. 

The ancient and modern Cuftoms of the Inhabitants of the Wejtern JJlands of Scotland, . 

rVFRY heir, or young chieftain of a tribe, was obliged m honour to give a public 
fpecimen of his valour, before he was owned and declared governor or leader of hie 

pedple, who obeyed and followed him upon all occafions. 

* This chieftain was nfually attended with a retinue of young men of quality, who had 
not beforehand given any proof of their valour, and were ambitious of fuch an op- 

iMvas^ufdal^for^the 1 captah^to lead them, to make a defperate incurfion upon fome 
neighbour or other that they were in feud with; and they were obliged to bring by 
open force the cattle they found in the lands they attacked,-or to die in the attemp . 

After the performance of this achievement, the young chieftain was ever after re¬ 
puted valiant and worthy of government, and fuch as were of his retinue acquire t e 
hke reputation. This cuftom- being reciprocally ufed among them, was not reputed 
robbery; for the damage which one tribe fuftained by this efiay of the chieftain of an¬ 
other was repaired when iheir chieftain came in his turn to nuke his fpecimen : but 
I have not heard an inftance of this practice for thefe fixty years paft.. 

The formalities obferved at the entrance of thefe chieftains upon the government oh 

their dans were as follow : - ,, u « 

A heap of ftones was erefted in form of a pyramid, on the top of which the young, 

chieftain was placed, his friends and followers ftandmg m a circle round-about him, . 
his elevation figoifying his authority over them, and their ftanding; below their fub- 
iedion to him! One of his principal friends delivered intp hts hands^the fword wore 
by his Father, and there was a white rod delivered to him hkewile at the fame time. 

y Immediately alter the chief druid (or orator) Hood dole to the pyramid,.and pro¬ 
nounced a rhetorical panegyrick, letting forth the ancient pedigree valour,, and libe¬ 
rality of the family, as incentives to the young chieftain, and fit for Ins imitation* 

It was their cu.tom, when.any chieftain marched upon a military expedition, 10 draw 
fome blood from the iirlt animal that chanced to meet them upon the enemy s ground 
and thereati r 10 ipnnkle fome of it upon their colours. This they reckoned as a good. 

omen of future fuccefs. They 
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They had their fixed officers, who were ready to attend them upon all occafion, 
whether military or civil. Some families continue them from father to fon, particularly 
Sir Donald Macdonald has his principal ftandard-bearer and quarter-mailer.. The latter 
lias aright to all the hides of cows killed upon any of the occafions mentioned above ; 
and this I have l'een exacted punctually, though the officer had no charter for the fame. 
Taut only cuftoxn. 

They had a conftant centinel on the top of their houfes called gockmin, or, in the 
Englilh tongue, cockman ; who was obliged to watch day and night, and, at the ap¬ 
proach of any body, to alk, “ Who comes there ?” This officer is continued in Barray 
Hill, and has the perquifites due to his place paid him duly at two terms in the year. 

There was a competent number of young gentlemen, called Lucbktaeh, or Guard do 
Corps, who always attended the chieftain at home and abroad. They were well trained 
in managing the fword and target, in wreftling, fwimming, jumping, dancing, ffiooting 
with bows and arrows, and were flout Teamen. 

Every chieftain had a bold armour-bearer, whofe bu/inefs was always to attend the 
perfon of his mafter night and day to prevent any furprize, and this man was called 
Galloglacb ; he had likewife a double portion of meat affigned him at every meal. The 
meafure of meat uTually given him, is called to this day bieyjtr , that is, a man’s por¬ 
tion ; meaning thereby an extraordinary man, whole ftrsngth and courage diftinguiffied 
him from the common fort, 

_ Before they engaged the enemy in battle, the chief druid harangued the army to ex¬ 
cite their courage. He was placed on an eminence, from whence he addrefTed him- 
felf'to all of them ftancling about him, putting them in mind of what great things were 
performed by the valour of their anceltors, railed their hopes with the noble rewards 
of honour and victory, and difpelled their fears by all the topics that natural courage 
could (uggeft. After this harangue, the army gave a general fhout, and then charged 
the enemy ftoutly. This, in the ancient language, was called brofnichiy kah , i. e. an in¬ 
centive to war. This cuitom of (homing aloud is believed to have taken its rife from 
an inftina of nature, it being attributed to mod nations that have been of a martial 
genius: as by Homer to the Trojans, by Tacitus to the Germans, by Livy to the Gauls. 
Every great family in the ifles had a chief druid' who foretold future events, and de¬ 
cided all caufes civil and ecclefiaftical. It is reported of them that they wrought in the 
night-time, and refted all day. Caefar fays they worffiipped a deity under the name of 
Taramis, orTaran, which, in Welffi fignifies thunder; and in the ancient language of 
the Highlanders, Torin fignifies thunder alfo. 

Another God of the Britons Was Belus, or Belinus, which feems to have been the 
Aflyrian God Bel, or Belus ; and probably from this Pagan deity comes the Scots term 
of Beltin, the day of May, having its firft rife from the cuftom pra&ifed 

by the druids in the flies, of extinguilhing all the fires in the parifh until the tythes 
were paid; and upon payment of them, the fires were land led in each family, and 
never till then. In thofe days malefactors were burnt between two fires ; hence when 
they would exprefs a man to be in a great ftrait, they fay, « he is between two fires of 
Bel,” which in their language they exprefs thus," Edtr da bin Veaul or Bel. Some 
objeft that the druids could not be in the ifles, becaufe no oaks grow there. To which 
I anlwer, that in thofe days oaks did grow there, and to this clay there be oaks growing 
m lome or them, particularly in Sleat, the moll fouthern part of the ifle of Skie. The 
homes named after thole druids (hall be deferibed elfewhere. 

1 he manner or drinking ufed by the chief men of the ifles, is called in their language 
ftreah, i. e. a round ; for the company fat in a circle, the cup-hearer filled the drink 

round 
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round to them, and all was drank out, whatever the liquor was, whether flrong or 
weak ; they continued drinking foinetimes twenty-four, (ometimes forty-eight hours ; 
it was reckoned a piece of manhood to drink until they became drunk, and there were 
two men with a barrow attending punctually on fuch occafions. They Hood at the 
door until fome became drunk, and they carried them upon the barrow to bed, and 
returned again to their poft as long as any continued Irelh, and io carried ofi the whole 
company one by one as they became drunk. Several of my acquaintance have been 
witnefles to this cuftom of drinking, but it is now abolifhed. 

Among perfons of diftinCtion it was reckoned an affront upon any company to broach 
a piece of wine, ale, or aquavit#, and not to fee it all drank out at one meeting. It 
any man chance to go out from the company, though but for a few minutes, he is 
obliged upon his return, and before he take his feat, to make an apology for his ab- 
fence in rhyme ; which, if he cannot perform, he is liable to fuch a (hare ot the reckon¬ 
ing as the company thinks fit to impofe; which cuftom obtains in many places ft ill, 
and is called beanchiy bard , which, in their language, fignifies the poet’s congratulating 
the company. 

It hath been an antient cuftom in thefe illes, and ftiil continues, when any number 
of men retire into a houfe, either to difcourfe of ferious bufinefs, or to pafs fome time 
in drinking ; upon thefe occafions the door of the houfe (lands open, and a rod is put 
crofs the fame, which is underftood to be a fign to all perfons without diftin&ion not 
to approach : and if any (hould be fo rude as to take up this rod, and come in un¬ 
called, he is fure to be no welcome gueft; for this is accounted fuch an affront to the 
company, that they are bound in honour to refent it; and the perfon offending may 
come to have his head broken, if he do not meet with a harlher reception. 

The chieftain is ufually attended with a numerous retinue when he goes a hunting 
the deer, this being his firft fpecimen of manly exercife. All his clothes, arms, and 
hunting-equipage are, upon his return from the hills, given to the forefter, according to 
cuftoin. 

Every family had commonly two ftewards, which, in their language, were called 
marifchatt taeh : the firft of thefe ferved always at home, and was obliged to be well 
verled in the pedigree of all the tribes in the ides, and in the Highlands of Scotland ; 
for it was his province to affign every man at table his feat according to his quality ; 
and this was done without one word fpeaking, only by drawing a fcore with a white 
rod which this marifchall had in his hand, before the perfon who was bid by him to fit 
down : and this was neceffary to prevent diforder and contention; and, though the 
manjchall might l'ometimes be miftaken, the matter of the family incurred nd cenfure 
by luch ail efcape ; but this cuftom has been laid afide of late. Ihey had allo^ cup¬ 
bearers, who always filled and carried the cup round the company, and he himfelf 
drank off the firft draught. They had likewife purfe-mafters, who kept their money. 
Both thefe officers had an hereditary right to their office in writing, and each of them 
had a town and land for his fervice: for fome of thofe rights I have feen fairly written 

on good parchment. _ 

Befides the ordinary rent paid by the tenant to his mailer, it a cow brought forth 
two calves at a time, which indeed is extraordinary, or an ewe two lambs, which is fre¬ 
quent, the tenant paid to the matter one of the calves or lambs; and the matter, on his 
part, was obliged, if any of his tenants’ wives bore twins, to take one of them, and 
breed him in his own family. I have known a gentleman who had fixteen of thefe twins 
in his family at a time. 
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Their ancient leagues of friend/hip were ratified by drinking a drop of each other's 
blood, which was commonly drawn out of the little finger. This was religioufly ob- 
ferved as a facred bond ; and if any perfon after fuch an alliance happened to violate 
the fame, he was from that time reputed unworthy ot all honeft men's converfation. 
Before money became current, the chieftains in the ifles bellowed the cow’s head, feet, 
and all the entrails upon their dependents ; fuch as the pbyfician, orator, poet, bard, 
muficians, &c. and the fame was divided thus; the fmith had the head, the piper had 

the, &e. # t 

IT was an ancient cuflom among the iflanders to hang a he-goat to the boat’s matt, 
hoping thereby to procure a favourable wind : but this is not praftifed at prefent; 
though I am told it hath been done once by fame of the vulgar within thefe thirteen 
years ls.fl path 

They had an univerfal cuftom of pouring a cow’s milk upon a little hill, or big ftone, 
where the fpirit called Browny was believed to lodge: this fpirit always appeared in 
the fliape of a tall man, having very long brown hair. There was fcarce any the leaft 
village in which this mperftitious cuftom did not prevail. I enquired the reafon of it 
from feveral well-meaning women, who until of late had pra£tifed it; and they told me 
that it had been tranfmitted to them by their anceftors fuccefsfulty, who believed it was 
attended with good fortune, but the mo(l credulous of the vulgar had now laid it atide* 
It was an ordinary thing among the over-curious to confult an invifible oracle concern¬ 
ing the fate of families and battles, &c. This was performed three different ways: the 
fir ft was by a company of men, one of whom being detached by lot, was afterwards 
carried to a river, which was the boundary between two villages; four of the company 
laid hold of him, and having fhut his eyes, they took him by the legs and arms, and 
then toffing him to and again, ft ruck his hips with force again ft the bank. One of them 
cried out, ct What is it you have got here V 7 Another anfwers, “ A log of birch- 
wood. 3 ’ The other cries again, Let his invifible friends appear from all quarters, and 
let them relieve him by giving an anfwer to our prefent demands;” and in a few mi¬ 
nutes after a number of little creatures came from the fea, who anlwered the queftion, 
and difappeared fuddenly. The man was then fet at liberty, and they all returned 
home, to take their meafures according to the prediction of their falfe prophets; but 
the poor deluded fools were abufed, for the anfwer was ftftl ambiguous. This was 
always praftifed in the night, and may literally be called the works of darknefs. 

I had an account from the mo ft intelligent and judicious men in the ifle of Skie, that 
about fixty-two years ago the oracle was thus confuited only once, and th it was in the 
parifh of Kilmartin, on the caft fide, by a w icked and mifehievous race of people, who 
are now extinguifhed both root and branch. 

The fecond way of confulting the oracle was by a party of men, who firft retired to 
folitary places, remote from any honfe, and there they tingled out one of their number* 
and wrapt him in a big cow’s hide, which ihey folded about hint: his whole body was 
covered with it except his head, and fo left in this pofttire all night, until his invifible 
friends relieved him, by giving a proper anfwer to the queftion in hand ; which he re¬ 
ceived, as he fancied, from feveral perfons that he found about him all that time. His 
contorts returned to him at break of day, and then he communicated his news to them; 
which often preyed fatal to thole concerned in fuch unwarrantable enquiries. 

dhere was a third way of confulting* which was a confirmation of the fecond above 
mentioned. The fame company who put the man into the hide, took a five cat and put 
him on a fpit; one of the number was employed to turn the fpit, and one of his con- 
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forts enquired of him, “ What are you doing?” He anfwered, “ I roaft this cat until 
his friends anfwer the queflion which muit be the fame that was propofed by the 
man fhut up in tlie hide. And afterwards a very big cat comes, attended by a number 
of letter cats, defiling to relieve the cat turned upon the fpit, and then anfwers the 
qneflinn. If this anfwer proved the fame that was given to the man in the hide, then it 
was taken as a confirmation of the other, which in this cafe was believed infallible. 

Mr. Alexander Cooper, prefent miniftier of North-Vill, told me that one John Erach, 
m the ifie of Lewis, attured him that it was his fate to have been led by his curiofity 
with fome who confulted this oracle, and that he was a night within the hide, as above 
mentioned; during which time he felt and heard fuch terrible things, that he could not 
exprefs them: the impreflion it made on him was filch as could never go off, and he 
faid that for a thoufand worlds he would never again be concerned in the like perfor¬ 
mance, for this had difordered him to a high degree. He confeffed it ingenuoufly, and 
with an air of great remorfe, and feemed to be very penitent under a juft fenfe of fo 
great a crime: he declared this about five years fince, and is ftill living in the iflaud of 
Lewis, for any tiling I know. The inhabitants here did alfo make ufe of a fire called 
Tin-fgin, i. e. a forced fire, or fire of necefiity, which they ufed as an antidote againft 
the plague or murrain in cattle; and it was performed thus : all the fires in the parifh 
wereextinguifhed, and then eighty-one married men, being thought the neceffary num¬ 
ber for dLfting this defign, took two great planks of wood, and nine of them were 
employed by turns, who by their repeated efforts rubbed one of the planks againft the 
other until the heat thereof produced fire ; and from this forced fire each family is 
fupplied with new" fire, which is i;o fooner kindled than a pot full of water is quickly 
fet on it, and afterwards (prinkled upon the people infe&ed with the plague, or upon 
the cattle that have the murrain. And this they all fay they find fuccefsful by experi¬ 
ence : it was pra&ifed in the main land, oppofite to the fouth of Skie, within thefe thirty 
years. 

They preferve their boundaries from being liable to any debates by their fucceffors 
thus: they lay a quantity of the allies of burnt wood in the ground, and put big ft ones 
above the fame; and for conveying the knowledge of this to pofterity, they carry fome 
boys from both villages next the boundary, and there whip them foundly, which they 
will be fure to remember, and tell it to their children. A debate having rifen betwixt 
the villages of Ofe and Groban in Skie, they found allies as above mentioned under a 
ftone, which decided the controverfy. It was an ancient cullom in the iflands, that a 
man ftiould take a maid to his wife, and keep her the fpace of a year without marrying 
her ; and if flie pleafed him all the while, he married her at the end of the year, and 
legitimated thefe children ; but if he did not love her, he returned her to her parents 
and her portion alfo ; and if there happened to be any children, they w'ere kept by the 
father: but this unreafonable cuftotn was long ago brought into difule. 

It is common in thefe iflands when a tenant dies, for the matter to have his choice of 
all the horfes which belonged to the deceafed ; and this was called the cachfuin barheida, 
i. e- a lord’s gift: for the firft ufe of it was from a gift of a horfe granted by all the 

fubjefts in Scotland for relieving King.from his imprifonment in England. 

There was another duty payable by all the tenants to their chief, though they did not 
live upon his lands; and this is called calpkb: there was a Handing law for it alfo, called 
calpitb-\mi ; and I am informed that this is exacted by fome in the main land to this day. 

Women were anciently denied the ufe of writing in the iflands, to prevent love in¬ 
ti igues : their parents believed that nature was too fkilful in that matter, and needed not 
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the help of education ; and therefore that writing would be of dangerous confequence 
to the weaker fex. 

The orators, in their language called If dan were m high efteemboth in thefe ifiands 
and the continent; until within thefe forty years they fat always among the nobles and 
chiefs of families in the Jireah or circle. Their houfes and little villages were fane- 
tuaries, as well as churches, and they took place before doctors of phyfic. The orators, 
after the druids were extin£t, were brought in to preferve the genealogy of families, 
and to repeat the fame at every fucceflion of a chief; and upon the occafion of mar¬ 
riages and births, they made epithalamiums and panegyrics, which the poet or bard 
pronounced. The orators by the force of their eloquence had a powerful afeendant 
over the greateft men in their time ; for if any orator did but afk the habit, arms, horfe, 
or any other thing belonging to the greateft men in thefe iftands, it was readily granted 
them, fonietimes out of refpeft, and fometimes for fear of being exclaimed againft by a 
fatire, which in thofe days was reckoned a great difhonour: but thefe gentlemen be¬ 
coming infolent, loft ever fince both the profit and efteem which was formerly due to 
their character; for neither their panegyrics nor fatires are regarded to what they have 
been, and they are now allowed but a fmali falary. I muft not omit to relate their 
way of ftudy, which is very fingular: they iliut their doors and windows for a day’s 
time, and lie on their backs, with a done upon their belly, and plaids about their heads, 
and their eyes being covered, they pump their brains for rhetorical encomium or 
panegyric; and indeed they furnifh fuch a ftyle from this dark cell as is underftood by 
very few ; and if they purchafe a couple of horfes as the reward of their meditation, 
they think they have done a great matter. The poet or bard had a title to the bride¬ 
groom’s upper garb, that is, the plaid and bonnet; but now he is fatisfied with what 
the bridegroom pleafes to give him on fuch occafions. 

There was an ancient cuftom in the ifland of Lewis, to make a fiery circle about the 
houfes, corn, cattle, &c- belonging to each particular family: a man carried fire in his 
right hand, and went round, and it was cal!ed deftly from the right hand, which in the 
ancient language is called dfs* An inllance of this round was performed in the vil¬ 
lage Shadir, in Lewis, about fix teen years ago (as I was to!d), but it proved fatal to 
the praftifer, called Mac-Callum; for after he had carefully performed this round, 
that very night following he and his family were fadly furpriied, and all his houfes, corn, 
cattle, &c. were confumed with fire. This fuperftitious cuftom is quite abolifiied now, 
for there has not been above this oneinftance of it in forty years paft. 

There is another way of the dejfil^ or carrying fire round about women before they 
are churched, after child-bearing; and it is uled likewife about children until they are 
chrifteoed; both which are performed in the morning and at eight. This is only 
pradiifed now by fome of the ancient oiidwives : I enquired their reafon for this cuftom, 
which I told them was altogether unlawful; this difobliged them mightily, infomuch 
that they would give me no fatisfafiion. But others, that were of a more agreeable 
temper, told me that fire-round was an effectual means to preferve both the mother 
and the infant from the power of evil fpirits, who are ready at fuch times to do mif- 
chief, and fometimes carry away the infant ; and when they get than once in their 
poffelfion, return them poor meagre fkeletons: and thefe infants are faid to have vora¬ 
cious appetites, conftantly craving for meat* In this cafe it was ufual with thofe who 
believed that their children were thus taken awav, to dig a grave in the fields upon 
quarter-day, and there to lay the fairy ikeltton till next morning ; at which time the 
parents went to the place, where they doubted not to find their own child inftead of 

this 


WESTERN ISLANDS OP SCOTLAND. 


613 

this fkeleton. Some of the poorer fort of people in thefe iflands retain the cuftom of 
performing thefe rounds fun-ways about the perfons of their benefa&ors three times, 
when they blefs them, and wiffi good fuccefs to all their enterprises. Some are very- 
careful when they fet out to fea that the boat be firft rowed about fun-ways; and if this 
be neglected, they' are afraid their voyage may prove unfortunate. I had this cere¬ 
mony paid me ^when in the ifland of Ila) by a poor woman, after I had given her an 
alms : I defired her to Set alone that compliment, for I did not care for it; but flie 
infilled to make thefe three ordinary turns, and then prayed that God and Mac-Charmig, 
the patron faint of that ifland, might blefs and profper me in all my defigns and affairs. 

I attempted twice to go from Ila to Collonfay, and at both times they rowed about 
the boat fun-ways, though l forbid them to do it ; and by a contrary wind the boat 
and thofe in it were forced back. I took boat again a third time from Jura to Col¬ 
lonfay, and at the fame time forbid them to row about their boat, which they obeyed, 
and then we landed fafely at Co'Ion fay without any ill adventure, which fome of the 
crew did not be ieve poffible, for want of the round ; but this one inftance hath con¬ 
vinced them of the vanity of this fuperftitious ceremony. Another ancient cuflora 
obferved on the fecond of February, which the papills there yet retain, is this: the 
miftrefs and fervants of each family take a Iheaf of oats, and drefs it up in women's 
apparel, put it in a large balket, and lay a wooden club by it, and this they call Briids- 
bsd\ and then the miflrefs and fervants cry three times, Briid is come, briid is welcome. 
This they do juft before going to bed, and when they rife in the morning they look 
among the allies, expefting to fee the impreffion of Briid’s club there; which if they 
do, they reckon it a true prefage of a good crop and profperous year, and the contrary 
they take as an ill omen. 

It has been an ancient cuftom amongft the natives, and now only ufed by fome old 
people, to fwear by their chief or laird's hand. 

When a debate arifes between two perfons, if one of them affert the matter by your 
father's hand, they reckon it a great indignity ; but if they go a degree higher, and out 
of fpite fay, by your father and grandfather’s hand, the next word is commonly accom¬ 
panied with a blow. 

It is a received opinion in thefe iflands, as well as in the neighbouring part of the 
main land, that women by a charm, or fome other fecret way, are able to convey the 
increafe of their neighbour's cows milk to their own ufe; and thafthe milk fo charmed 
doth not produce the ordinary quantity of butter ; and the curds made of that milk 
are fo tough, that it cannot be made fo firm as other cheefe, and is alfo much lighter 
in weight- 1 he butter fo taken away, and joined to the charmer’s butter, is evidently 
difcernible by a mark of reparation, viz. the diverfity of colours; that which is charmed 
being Hill paler than that part of the butter which hath not been charmed ; and if butter 
having thefe marks be found with a fufpefted woman, Ihe is prefently faid to be guilty. 
Their" ufual way of recovering this Infs, is to take a little of the rennet from all the fuf- 
pefted perfons, and put it in an egg-lhell full of milk, and when that from the charmer 
is mingled with it, it prefently curdles, and not before. 

This was afferted to me by the generality of the mod judicious people in thefe iflands; 
fome of them having, as they told me, come to the knowledge of it to their coll. Some 
w omen make ufe of the root of groundlel as an amulet againft fuch charms, by putting 
it among their cream. 

Both men and women in thofe iflands, and in the neighbouring main land, affirm 
that the increafe ot milk is likewife taken away by trouts, if it happen that the diihes or 
pails wherein the milk is kept, be wallied in the rivulets where trouts are : and the way 
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to recover this damage is by taking alive trout and pouring milk into its mouth; which 
they fay doth prcfently curdle* if uas taken away by trouts, but other wife they lay it 
is not. 

They affirm likewife that fome women have an art to takeaway the milk of nurfes. 

1 faw four women whole milk were tried, that one might be chofen for a nurfe; and 
the woman pitched upon was after three days’ fudding deprived of her milk 3 whereupon 
file was fent away, and another put in her place; and on the third day after, (he that 
was firft chofen recovered her milk again* This was concluded to be the effect of 
witchcraft by fome of her neighbours. 

They alfo fay that fome have an art of taking away the increafe of malt, and that the 
drink made of this malt hath neither life nor good tafle in it; and on the contrary, the 
charmer hath very good ale all this time* A gentleman of my acquaintance, for the 
fpace of a year, could not have a drop of good ale in his houfe ; and having complained 
of it io all that converfed with him, he was ar lad advifed to get fome yealt from every 
alehoufe in tbeparifb ; and having got a little from one particular man, he put it among 
his wort, which became as good ale as could be drank, and fo defeated the charm* After 
which the gentleman in whofe land this man lived banifhed him tjiirty-iix miles from 
thence. 

They fay there are women who have an art o! taking a mote out of one’s eye, though 
at fome miles diftance from the party grieved ; and this is the only charm thefe wo¬ 
men will avouch themfelves to under (land, as fome of them told me, and feve al of thefe 
men, out of whofe eyes motes were then taken, confirmed the truth of it to me. 

All thefe iflanders, and feveral thou fends on the neighbouring continent, are of opi¬ 
nion, that fome particular perfons have an evil eye, which affefts children and cattle; 
this they feyoccafions frequent mtfchances, and fometimes death. 1 could name fome 
who are believed to have this unhappy faculty, though at the fame time void of any ill 
defign. This hath been an ancient opinion, as appears from that of the poet: 

Nefcfo quis iencros ocuhts mihi/affinal agrm* 


Courts of Judicatory . 

AT the firft plantation of thefe ifles, all matters were managed by the foie authority 
of the heads of tribes, called in the Irifh thiarna , which was the fame with tyrannus ^ and 
now it figrifies lord or chief, there being no ftandard of equity or jufticc but what flowed 
from them ; and when their numbers increafed, they erected courts called nfide 9 and in 
the Eiiglifh, baron courts. 

The proprietor has the nomination of the members of this court; he himfelf is pre- 
fident of it, and in his abfence his bailiff; the minilter of the parifh is always a member 
of it. There are no attornks to plead the caufe of either party, for both men and 
women reprefent their refpeftive caufes; and there is always a fpeedy decifion, if the 
parties have their witnefies prefent, &c. 

There is a peremptory fentence pafTes In court for ready payment; and if the party 
again ft whom judgment is given prove refractory, the other may fend the common 
officer, who has pow er to didrain, and at the fame time to exaft a fine of twenty pounds 
Scots, for the ufe of the proprietor, and about two marks for himfelf. 

The heads of tribes had their often five and defen five leagues, called bonds of man- 
drateand manrent in the Lowlands, by which each party was obliged to aftiit one ano¬ 
ther upon all extraordinary emergencies : and though the differences between thefe 
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chieftains involved feveral confederates in a civil war, yet they obliged themfelves by 
the bond mentioned above to continue ftedfaft in their duty to their fovereign* 

When the proprietor gives a farm to his tenant, whether for one or more years, it is 
cuftomary to give the tenant a Hick of wood, and fome draw in his hand : this is imm&- 
diately returned by the tenant again to his matter, and then both parties are as much 
obliged to perform their refpedive conditions, as if tht7 had figned a ieafe or any other 
deed. 

Church D if dp line. 

EVERT parifh in the weflern ifies has a church judicature, called the confiftory, or 
kirk-feflion, where the mimlter prefides, and a competent number of laymen, called 
elders, meet with him* They take cognizance of fcandals, cenfure faulty perfons, and 
with that ftriftnefs, as to give an oath to thole who are fufpected of adultery or forni¬ 
cation ; for which they are to be proceeded agaim't according to the cuflom of the 
country* They meet after divine fervice ; the chief heretor of the parifh is prefent, to 
concur with them, and enforce their acts by his authority, which is irreMibie within 
the bounds of his jurifdidtion. 

A Form of Prayer ufed by many of the IJlanders at Sea after the Sails are boijled * 

[This Form h contained in the Iiifh Liturgy competed by Mr, John Kerfwdl, afterwards Bifhop of Ar~ 
gyk, printed in the year 1566, and dedicated 10 the Earl of Argylc* I hare fet dowa the original, for 
the fan*fatiiori of filch readers as unde r (land it. j 

MODH bendaighto luingo ag dul dionfa idhe na fairrge. 

Ah rah aon da chaeh marfa* 

Da. 

An Stioradeir. Beanighidh ar long* 

Fregra C hatch. Go mheandaighe dia athair i. 

An Stioradoir* Beanoaidhidh ar long. 

Fregra Go mbeandaigh.- 1 Jo fa Criofd i. 

An Stwradoir * Beanoaidhidh ar long* u 

Fregra. Go mbeandalghe an ihiorad naomh i. 

An Stioradoir. Cred is egail libh is dhia athair libh. 

Fregra. Ni heagal en ni. 

An Stkradoir , Cred is egil libh is dia an mac libh. 

Fregra * Ni heagal en ni. 

An Stkradoir. Cred is eagail libh is dia an fbiorod naomh libh. 

Fregra . Ni heagal en ni* 

An Stionidoir. Dia athair vile chumhachtach ar gradh a mhie Jofa Criofd, le comh 
fliumch an fpioraid naomh, an taon dhia tug eland Ifracl trid an muir ruaigh go mirb- 
huileach, agas tug Jonas ad lir ambroind an mhil mhote, & tug Pol Eafpol, agas a long 
gon, foirind o an fadh iomarcacb, agas o dheartan dominde dar fa oradhne, agas dar 
fcnadh; agas dar mbeandrghhatih, agas dar mhreith le fen, agas le foinind, agasle fob* 
do chum chnain, agas chalaidh do reir a iheile diadha fein* 

Ar ni iarrmoia air ag radha. 

Ar nathairne ata ar neainh, &c r 
Abradh each vile. 

Bkmh amhlvidh* 
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The Manner of blejftng the Ship when they put to Sea. 

The Steerfmanfays > Let us blefs our fhip- 

The Anfwer by all the Crew. God the father blefs her, 

Steerfman. Let us blefs our (hip. 

Anfwer. Jefus Chrift blefs her. 

Steerfman. Let us blefs our Ihip. 

Anfwer. The Holy Ghoft blefs her. 

Steerfman. What do you fear, fince God the Father is with you ? 

Anfwer. We do not fear any thing. 

Steerfman. What do you fear, finee God the Son is with you ? ~ 

Anfwer. We do not fear any thing, $■ 

Steerfman. What are you afraid of, fince God the Hcd^hoftis with you ? 

Anfwer. We do not fear any thing. 

Steerfman. God the Father Almighty, for the love of Jefus Chrift his Son, by the 
comfort of the Holy Ghoft, the one God, who miraeuloufly brought the children of 
lfrael through the Red Sea, and brought Jonas to land out of the belly of the whale, 
and the Apoftle St. Paul and his Ihip to fafety from the troubled raging fea, and from 
the violence of a tempeftuous ftorm ; deliver, fan&ify, blefs and conduct us peaceably, 
calmly, and comfortably through the fea to our harbour, according to his Divine will: 
which we beg, faying. Our Father , &c. 

A Defcription of the Jffe of Skie. 

SKIE (in the ancient language Skianach, i. e. winged) is fo called becaufe the two 
oppofite northern promontories (Vaternefs lying north-weft, and Trotternefs north-eaft) 
refemble two wings. This ifle lies for the moft part half-way in the weftern fea, be¬ 
tween the main land on the eaft, the fhire of Rofs, and the weftern ifle of Lewis, &c. 

The ifle is very high land, as well on the coaft, as higher up in the country ; and 
there are feven high mountains near one another, a 1 moft in the centre of the ifle. 

This ifland is forty miles in length from fouth to north, and in fome places twenty, 
and in others thirty in breadth; the whole may amount to a hundred miles in circum¬ 
ference. 

The channel between the fouth of Skie and oppofite main land (which is part of the 
Ihire of Innernefs) is not above three leagues in breadth ; and where the ferry boat 
croffeth to Glenelg it is fo narrow, that one may call for the ferry boat, and be eafdy 
heard on the other fide. This ifle is a part of the ftieriffdom of Innernefs, and formerly 
of the diocefs of the ifles, which was united to that of Argyle: a fouth-eaft moon 
caufeth a fpring-tide here. 

The mold is generally black, efpeeially in the mountains; but there is fome of a red 
colour, in which iron is found. 

The arable land is for the moft part blaek, and yet affords clay of different colours ; 
as white, red, and blue: the rivulet at Dunvegan church, and that of Nilboft, have 
fullers-earth. 

The villages Borve and Glenmore afford two very fine forts of earth, the one red, 
the other white; and they both feel and cut like melted tallow. There are other 
places that afford plenty of very fine white marie, which cuts like butter it abounds 
moft in Corchattachan, where an experiment has been made of its virtue; a quantity of 
it being fpread on a Hoping hill covered with heath, foon after all the heath fell to the 
v. 2 ground. 
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ground, as if it had been cut with a knife. They afterwards fowed barley on the 
ground, which though it grew but unequally, fome places producing no grain, becaufc 
perhaps k was unequally laid on ; yet the produce was thirty-five fold, and many (talks 
earned five ears of barley. This account was given me by the prefent pafieffor of the 
ground, Lachlin^Mac-lrinon, 

There are Marcafites black and white, refembling filver ore, near the village Sartfo: 
there are likewife in the fame place feveral ft ones, which in bignefs, fhape, &c. refemble 
nutmeg, and many rivulets here afford variegated {tones of all colours. The Apples- 
glen near Loch-fallart hasaggat growing in it of different fizes and colours; feme are 
green on the out fide, fome are of a pale Iky-colour, and they all flrike fire as well as 
flint: 1 have one of them by me, which in fbapeand bignefs is proper for a fword-han- 
dle, Stones of a purple colour flow down the rivulets here after great rains. 

There is chryttal in feveral places of this Maud, as at Pottery, Quillin, and Mingms’; 
it is of different fuses* and colours, fome is fex-angukr, as that of Quillin, and Mingnis ; 
and there is fome in Minrinefs of a purple colour. The village Torrin in Strath affords 
a great deal of good white and black marble; I have feen cups made of the white, 
which is very fine. There are large quarries of free-ftone in feveral parts of this ifle, 
as at Snifneis in Strath, in the fouth of Borne, and idle of Rafay, There is abundance 
of lime-ftone in Strath and Trotternefs : fome banks of clay on the eaft coaft are over¬ 
flowed by the tide, and in thefe grow the Lapis Ceranius , or Cerna Amonm, of different 
fliapes; fome of the breadth of a crown-piece, bearing an impreffion refembling the 
fun; fome are as big as a man’s finger, in form of a femi-circle, and furrowed on the 
inner fide ; others are lefs, and have furrows of a yellow colour on both fides, Thefe 
ftones are by the natives called cramp-ftones, becauje(as they fay) they cure the cramp 
in cows, by wafhing the part affected vrith water in which this (lone has beenfleeped for 
fome hours* The Yd umintes grow likewife in thefe banks of clay; fome of them are 
twelve inches long and tapering towards one end : the natives call them Bot Stones, 
becaufe they believe them to cure the horfes of worms which occafion that difternper, 
by giving them water to chink, in which this It one has been fteeped for fome hours* 

J This llone grows likewife in the middle of a very hard grey (tone on the fhore. 
There is a black Hone in the furface of the rock on Rig-fhore, which refembles goats 
horns. 

The lapis heBicus# or white Hedtick (tone,-abounds here both in the land and water: 
the natives life this {tone as a remedy againft the dyfmieria and diarrhea ; they make 
them reddiot in the fire, and then quench them in milk, and fome in water, which they 
drink with ^oodfuccefs. They ufe this (tone after the fame maimer for confumptions, 
and they likewife quench thefe ftories in water, wish which they bathe their feet and 
hands, r 

The ftones on which the femff called Corkir grows, are to be had in many places on 
the coaft, and in the hills. This feurf dyes a pretty crimfon colour; firft well dried, 
and then ground to powder, after which it is Iteeped in urine, the veffel being well fe- 
cured from air ; and in three weeks it is ready to boil with the yarn that is to be ciyed- 
The natives obferve the decreafe of the moon for feraping this feurf from the done, and 
fay it is ripeft in Auguft, 

There are many white feurfs on ftone, fomewhat like thefe on which the Corkir grows, 
but the Corkir is white, and thinner than any other that refembies it, 

T here is another coarfer feuvf called C roftil j it is of a dark colour, and only dyes a 
philamot, 

- The rocks in the village Orff, have much talk growing on them like the VeniceTalk. 
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This ifle is naturally well provided with variety of excellent bays and harbours. In 
the fouth of it lies the peninfula called Oronfo, alias I (land Dierman ; it has an excel¬ 
lent place for anchorage on the eaft-fide, and is generally known by moft Scots leamen. 
About a league more eafterly on the fame coaft there is a fmall rock, vifibleonly at half 
low-water, but may be avoided by [leering through the middle of the channel. About 
a league more eafterly on the fame coaft, there is an anchorage pretty near the (here . 
within lefs than a mile further is the narrow found called the Kyle, in order to pafs which 
it is abfolutely neceffary to have the tide of flood for fuch as are northward bound, elfe 
they will be obliged to retire in order, becaufe of the violence of the current; for no 
wind is able to carry a veffei again A it. The quite contrary courfe is to be obferved by 
vefiels coming from the north. A mile due eaft from the Kyle, there is a big rock, 
on the fouth fide the point of land on Skie fide, called Kaillach, which is overflowed 
by the tide of flood j a veflel may go near its out fide. Above a mile further due 
north, there are two rocks in the paffage through the Kyle; .they are on the caftle fide, 
and may be avoided by keeping the middle of the channel. About eight miles more to 
the northward, or the eaft of Skie, there is fecure anchorage between the file Scalpa 
and Skie in the middle of the channel j but one muftnot come to it by the fouth entry 
of Scalpa: and in coming between Rafay and this ifle, there are rocks without the en¬ 
try, which may be avoided beft, by having a pilot of the country. More to the north is 
Lockfligichan, on the coaft of Skie, where is good anchorage ; the entry is not deep 
enough for vefiels of any burden, except at high water: but three miles further north 
lies Loch-Portry, a capacious and convenient harbour of above a mile in length.. 

The ifland Tulm, which is within half a mile of the northermoft point of Skie, has 
an harbour on the infide. The entrance between the ifle and Duntulm caftle is the 

beft. . 

On the weft of the fame wing of Skie, and about five miles more foutherly, liesLoch- 
Uge, about a mile in length, and a very good harbour for vefiels of the .greateft burden. 
About two miles on the coaft further fouth is Loch-fnifort; it is three miles in length, 
and half a mile in breadth ; it is free from rocks, and has convenient anchorage. 

On the weft fide of the promontory, at the mouth of Loch-fnifort, lies Loch-arnifort, 
being about two miles in length, and half a mite in breadth: there are two Imall files 
in the mouth of the entry, and a rock near the weft fide, a little within the entry. 

Some five miles to the weft of Amifort lies Loch-fallart; the entry is between Vater- 
nifliead on the eaft fide, and Dun vegan head on the weft fide. The loch is fix miles in 
length, and about a league in breadth for fome miles: it hath the ifland Ifa about the 
middle, on the eaft fide. There is a rock between the north end and the land, and 
there veffels may anchor between the N. E. fide of the ifle and the land; there is all'o 
good anchorage near Dunvegan-caftle, two miles further to the fouth ward. 

Loch-Brakadil lies two miles fouth of Loch-fallart; it is feven miles in length, and 
has feveral good anchoring-places; on the north fide the entry lie two rocks, called 
Macleod’s Maidens. About three miles fouthweft is Loch-einard, a mile in length ; it 
has a rock in the entry, and is not vifible but at an ebb. 

About two miles to the eaftward, there is an anchoring-place for barks, between Skie 
and the ifle of Soa. 

About a league further eaft lie I.och-flapan and Loch-effort; the firft reaches about 
four miles to the north, and the fecond about fix mites to the eaft. 

There are feveral mountains in the ifle of a confiderable height and extent; as 
Quilfin, Scornifiey, Bcin-ftore, Bein-vore-fcowe, Bein-chro, Bein nin, Kaillach: forae 
of them are covered with fnow on the top in fummer, others are almoft quite covered 
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with fand in the top, which is much wafhed down with the great rains. All thefe 
mountains abound with heath and grafs, which fervc as .good pa flu rage for black cattle 
and (beep. 

The Quillin, which exceeds any of thofe hills in height, is faid to be the caufe of 
much rain, by breaking the clouds that hover about it; which quickly after pour down 
in rain upon that quarter on which the wind then blows. There is a hrfh ridge of one 
continued mountain of confiderable height, and fifteen miles in length,'"’running along 
the middle of the eafi wing of Skie, called Trotemefs; and that part above thefeais 
faced with a deep rock. 

The arable ground is generally along the coaft, and in the valleys between the moan, 
tarns, having always a nverrunning in the middle; the foil is very grateful to the huf- 
bandman. I have been fliewed feveral places that had not been rilled for feven years 
before, which yielded a good product of oats by digging, though the ground was not 
dunged ; particularly near the village Kilmartin, which the natives told me had not 
been dunged thefe forty years laft. Several pieces of ground yield twenty, and fome 
thirty fold, when dunged with fea-ware. I had an account, that a fmall trad of ground 
m the village of Sfcerybreck, yielded an hundred fold of barley. 

The ifle of Alrig, which is generally covered with heath, being manured with fea- 
ware, the owner fowed barley in the ground, and it yielded a very good produft ; many 
balks had five ears growing upon them. In plentiful years, Skie furnift.es the oppo¬ 
se comment with oats and barley. The way of tillage here is after the fame man¬ 
ner that is already defcribed in the ifles of Lewis, &c. and digging doth always produce 
a octter mcreafe here than ploughing. 

All the mountains in this ifle are plentifully furniflied with variety of excellent 
fpnngs and fountains; fome of them have rivulets, with water-mills upon them. The 
moft celebrated wed in Skie, is Loch-fiant well; it is much frequented by ftrangers, as 
well as by the inhabitants of the ifle, who generally believe it to be a fpecific for feveral 
difeafes^ fuch as flitches, head-aches, ftone, confumption, megrim. Several of the 
common people oblige themfeives by a vow to come to this well, and make the ordinary 
tour about it, called Deflil, which is performed thus: they move thrice round th- well 
proceeding fun-ways from ealt to weft, and fo on. This is done after drinking of the 
water; and when one goes away from the well, it is a never-failing cuftom, to leave 
fome fmall offering on the ftone which covers the well. There are nine fprings 
iffmng cut of the hill above the well, and all of them pay the tribute of their water to a 
rivulet that falls from the well. There is a little frefh-water lake within ten yards of 
the laid well; it abounds with trouts, but neither the natives nor ftrangers will ever 
prefume to deftroy any of them, fuch is the efteem they have for the wate?. 

There is a fmall coppice near to the well, and there is none of the natives dare ven¬ 
ture to cut the leaft branch of it, for fear of fignal judgment to follow upon it. 

There are many wells here efieemed effectual to remove feveral diftempers The 
lightefl; and wholefomeft water in all the ifle is that of Tombir Tellibreck in Ur-e: the 
natives fay that the water of this well, and the fea-plant called Dulfe, would ferve in- 
ltead of food for a confiderable time, and own that they have experienced it in time of 
war. I faw a lhtle well in Kilbride in the fouth of Skie, with one trout only in it - the 
natives are very tender of it, and though they often chance to catch it in their wooden 
pales, they are very careful to preferve it from being deftroyed ; it has been feen there 
for many years: there is a rivulet not far diftant from the well, to which it hath proba¬ 
bly had accels through fome narrow paflage. 1 
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There are many rivers on all quarters of the ifle, about thirty of them afford falmon, 
and fame of them black muffles. In which pearl do breed ; particularly the river of 
Kilmartin, and the river Ord. The proprietor told me, that feme years ago a pearl 
had been taken out of toe former 5 valued at twenty pounds lien mg, 1 here are lever at 
catarafts, as that in Sker-horen, Holm, Rig and Tone. When the river makes a great 
noire in time of fair weather, it is a fftre prognoftick here of ram to enfue. 

There are many frelh-water lakes in Skie, and generally well (locked with trout and 
eels. The common fly and the earth-worms are ordinarily ufed for angling -trout; the 

belt feafon for it is a calm, or afouth-weft wind. . 

The lathed of the frelh-water lakes is that named after St. Columbus, on the account 
of the chapel dedicated to that Saint; it Hands in the ifle about the middle of the lake. 

There is a little frelh-water lake near the louth fide of Loch emordftard, m which 

muffles grow that breed pearl. ... . , 

This ifle hath anciently been covered all over with woods, as appears from the great 
trunks of Fir-trees, &c. dug out of the bogs frequently, &c. There are feveral cop¬ 
pices of wood, fcattered up and down the ifle} the largelt called Lettir huir, exceeds 

not three miles in length. Tin- oi s 

Herrings are often taken in mod or all the bays mentioned above : 1-ocli-ellort. bla - 
pan, Loch-fallart, Loch-fcowfar, and the Kyle of Scalpa, are generally known to ftran- 
™ for the great quantities of herring taken in them. This fort of filh is commonly 
feen without the bay, and on the coaft all the futnmer. All other filh follow the her- 
ring and their fry ? from the whale to the leaft filh that fwinis \ the litggeft IU11 deftioying 
the leffer. 

The filliers and others told me, that there is a big herring al mo ft double the fize of 
any of its kind, which leads all that are in a bay, and the fboal follows it wherever it goes. 
This leader is by the filhers called the king of herring, and when they chance to catch 
it alive, they drop it carefully into the fea } for they judge it petty treafon to deftroy a 

fifli of that name. , , „ , . , , 

The fifliers'fay, that all forts of fifli, from the greateft to the leaft, have a leader, who 

is followed by all of its kind. 

It is a general obfervation all Scotland over* that' if a quarrel happen on the coaii 
where herring is caught, and that blood be drawn violently, then the herring go away 
from the coaft, without returning during that feafon. i his, they fay, has been ob- 
ferved in all paft ages, as well as at prefen t; but this I relate only as a common tradi¬ 
tion, and fubmit it to the judgment of the learned. 

The natives preferve aiid dry their herring without fait, for the fpace of eight months, 
provided they be taken after the tenth of September : they ufe no other art hi it, but 
take out their guts, and then tying a rufh about their necks, hang them by pairs upon a 
rope made of heath croft a houfe } and they eat well, and free from putrefaction, after 
eight months keeping in this manner. Cod, ling, herring, mackrel, haddock, wtming, 
turbot, together with all other fifli that are in the Scots leas, abound on the coafts of 
this ifiancL 

The bed time of taking fifli with an angle is in warm weather, which difpofes them 
to come near the furface of the water; whereas in cold weather, or rain, they go to the 
bottom. The belt bait for cod and ling is a piece of herring, whiting, thornbank, 
haddock, or eel. The grey lord, alias black-mouth, a fiih of the fize and lhape cl a 
fahnon, takes the limpet for bait. There is another way of angling for this fifli, by fait* 
ening a fliort white down of a goofe behind the hook ; and the boat being continually 

rowed. 
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rowed, the fifh run greedily after the down, and are eafily caught. The grey-lord 
fwirns in the furface of the water, and then is caught with a Ipear ; a rope being tied to 
the further end of it, and feeured in the fUViernrards hand. 

All the bays and places of anchorage here abound with moft kinds of (hell-hill. The 
Kyle of Scalpa affords oyfters in fuch plenty, that commonly a fpring-tideof ebb leaves 
fifteen, fomeiinies twenty horfe-load of them on the fands; 

The fands on the Cbaft of Bemftill village at the fpring-tides afford daily fuch plenty 
of mufcles, as is fufficient to maintain fixty perfons per day : and this was a great fup- 
port to many poor families in the neighbourhood, in the late years of fcarehy. The 
natives obferve that all flidl-fifh are plumper at the increafe than decreafeof the moon; 
they obferve iikewi'K that all fhell-fifh are plumper during a fouth-wdl wind, than when 
it blows from the north.or north-ea(i quarters, 

Th li.upo? : ing parboiled with a very little quantity of water, the broth is drank 
to increafe milk in modes, art 1 likewife when the milk proves aftfiiigent to the infants. 
The broth of the black periwinkle is ufed in the fame cafes- It is oblerved, that lim¬ 
pets being frequently ear in June, are apt to occafion the jaundice \ the outfnle of the 
filh is coloured like the (kin of a perfoil that has the jaundice : the tender yellow part 
of the limpet, which is next to the fliell, is reckoned good nourifhment, and very eafy 
of digeftion. 

I had m account of a poor woman, who was a native of the iffe of Jura, and by the 
troubles in King"Charles the Firft’s reign was alnio.ft reduced to a ftarving condition ; 
fo that (he loft her milk quite, by which her infant had nothing proper for irs fufte- 
nance j upon this (lie boiled fome of the tender fat of the limpets, and gave it to her 
infant, to whom it became fo agreeable, that it had no other food for feveral months 
together; and yet there was not a child in Jura, or any of the adjacent ides, whole- 
fomer than this poor infant, which was expofed to fo great a ft rail. 

The limpet creeps on the (lone and rock in the night-time, and in a warm day ; but 
if any thing touch the (hell, it inftantly clings to the (lone, and then no hand is able 
to pluck it off without feme inftrument; and, therefore, fuch as take them have little 
hammers, called limpet-hammers, with which they beat it from the rock ; but if they 
watch its motions, and furprizeit, the lead touch of the hand pulls it away : and this 
that is taken creeping, they fay, is larger and better than that which is pulled off by force. 
The motion, fixation, tafte, and feeding, &c. of this little animal being very curious, I 
have here exhibited its figure, for the fatisfaclion of the inquiftrive reader. 

I have likewife here exhibited the figure of the balanos, growing on done and (hells j 
in which very final! wilks are found to lodge and grow. 

The paie v ilk, which in length and fmalluefs exceeds the black periwinkle, and by 
the natives called gil-fiunt, is by them beat in pieces, and both (hell and fifh boiled ; th^ 
broth being ft rained, and drank for fome days together, is accounted a good remedy 
ngainft the (tone ; it is called adead-tnanVeye at Dover, It is oblerved of cockles and 
fpout-ftfli, that they • o Jeep.r in the fands with north winds than any other ; and on the 
contrary, they are eafier reached with fouth winds t which are ft ill wanneft. 

It is a general obfervation of all fuch as live on the fea-coaft, that they are more 
prolific than any other people what foe ver. 

The Sea -Plants here , are as follows : 

UNARlCH, a very thin final! green plant, about eight, ten, or twelve inches in 
lengthy it grows oil (tone, on {hells* and on the bare fand. This plant is applied 

plaifter- 


622 


martin's description of the 


phiiler-wife to the forehead and temples, to procure fleep for fuch as have a fever, and 
they fay it is effectual for this purpofe. 

The llnarkh i s likewife applied to the crown of the head and temples, for removing 
the megrim, and alfo to heal the fkin after a blifter-plaifter of Jlammula Jovh* 

Slake, a very thin plant, almoft round, about ten or twelve inches in circumference, 
grows on the rocks and fands ; the natives eat it boiled, and it diiioives into oil \ thev 
fay that if a little butter be added to it, one might live many years on this alone, 
without bread, or any other food, and at the fame time undergo any laborious exer- 
cife. This plant, boiled with feme butter, is given to cows in the Ip ring, to remove'* 
coftivenefs. 

Dulfe is of a reddifh brown colour, about ten or twelve inches long, and above half 
an inch in breadth ; it is eat raw, and then reckoned to be loofening, and very good 
for the fight; but if boiled, it proves more loofening, if the juice be drank with it. 
This plant applied plainer-wife to the temples, is reckoned effectual again ft the megrim: 
the plant boiled, and eat with its infufion, is ufed again!! the cholic and ftone; and 
dried without wafhing it in water, pulverized and given in any convenient vehicle fiift- 
ing, it kills worms ; the natives eat it boiled with butter, and reckon it very whole- 
feme, The dolle recommended here is that which grows on Hone, and not that which 
grows on the alga marina , or fea-tangle; for though that may be likcwife eaten, it will 
not ferve in any of the cafes above mentioned- 

The alga marina , or fea-tangle, or, as fume call it, fea-ware, is a rod about four, fix, 
eight, or ten feet long j having at the end a blade commonly flit into feven or eight 
pieces, and about a foot and a half in length ; it grows on ftone, the blade is eat by 
the vulgar natives. I had an account of a young man who had loft his appetite, and 
taken pills to no purpofe; and being advifed to boil the blade of the afga 9 and drink 
the infufion boiled with a little butter, was reftored to his former ftate of health* 

There is abundance of whre and red coral growing on the fouth and weft coaft of 
this ifle ; it grows on the rocks, and is frequently interwoven with the roots of the 
alga ; the red feems to be a good frefh colour when fir ft taken out of the fea, but in 
a few hours after it becomes pale. Some of the natives take a quantity of the red co- 
ral, adding the yolk of an egg roafted to it, for the diarrhea. Both the red and white 
coral here is not above five inches long, and about the bignefs of a goofe-quill. 

There are many caves to be feen on each quarter of this ifle, forne of them are be¬ 
lieved to be feveral miles in length : there is a big cave in the village Bornlkittag, which 
is fuppofed to exceed a mile in length. The natives told me that-a piper, who was 
pver-curious, went into the cave with a defign to find out the length of it; and after 
he entered, began to play on his pipe, but never returned to give an account of his 
progrefs. 

There is a cave in the village Kigg, wherein drops of water that iflue from the roof 
petrify into a white limy fubltance, and hang down from the roof and fides of the 
■cave. 

There is a cave in the village Holm, having many petrified twigs hanging from the 
top; they are hollow from one end to the other, and from five to ten inches in 
length. 

. 1 here i R a big cave in the rock on the eaft fide of For try, large enough for eighty 

perfons ; there is a well within it, which, together with its liuiation and narrow entry, 
renders it an inacctffible fort; one man only can enter it at a time, by the fide of a 
rock, -fo that with a flafl in his hand he is able by the leaft; touch to calf over the rock 
as many as Jhall attempt to come into the cave. 
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On the fouth fide Loch-Portry, there is a large cave, in which many fea-cormorants 
do build: the natives carry a bundle of ftraw to the door of the cave in the night¬ 
time and there fetting it on fire, the fowls fly with all fpeed to the light, and fo are 
caught in balkets laid for that purpofe. The golden cave in Sleat is laid to be feven 

miles in length, from the weft to eaft. . 

There are many cairns, or heaps of ftones in this lfland. Some of the natives fay 
they were ereaed in the times of Heathenifm, and that the ancient inhabitants wor- 
fliipped about them. In Popifh countries, the people ftill retain the ancient cuftotn 

of making a tour round them. - . . „. . ... , . , 

Others fay, thefe cairns were erefled where penons of dubncuon, killed in battle, 
had been buried, and that their urns were laid in the ground under the cairns. I had 
an account of a cairn in Knapdale in the (hire of Argyle, underneath which an urn 
was found. There are little cairns to be feen in fome places on the common road, 
which were made only where corpfes happened to reft for fome minutes; but they 

have laid afide the making fuch cairns now. . ,. , , , 

There is an erected ftone in Kilbride in Strath, which is ten feet high, and one and 

There is another of five feet high placed in the middle of the Cairn, on the fouth 

fide Loch-Uge, and is called the high ftone of Uge. . , , . 

There are three fuch ftones on the fea-coaft oppofite to Skermcfs, each ox theni 
three feet high; the natives have a tradition, that upon thefe ftones a big cauldron 
was fet, for boiling Fin-Mac-C.mil’s meat. This gigantic man is reported to have been 
general of a militia that came from Spain to Ireland, and from thence to thole lfles . ■ 
all his foldrcrs are called Fienty from Fiun.. He is believed to have arrived in the dies, 
in the reiiin of King Evan : the natives have many ftories of this general and his army, 
with which I will not trouble the reader. He is mentioned in Biihop Lefty s Hi.tory. 

There are many forts erected on the coaft of this ifte, and fuppoled to have been 
built by the Danes ; they are called by the name of Dun, from Dam, which m the an¬ 
cient language fignified a fort; they are round ill form, and they have a pafiage all 
round within the wall ; the door of them is low', and many of the ftones are of fuch 
bulk, that no number of the prefent inhabitants could raife them without an engine. 

All thefe forts Hand upon eminences, and are fo difpofed, that there is not one of 
them, which is not in view of fome otherj r.nd by this means, when a fire is made upon 
a beacon in any one forr, it is in a few moments after communicated to a l the reft : 
and this hath been always obferved upon fight of any number of foreign vefiels, or boats 

appioachirg the named after the place where they are, or the perfon that 

built them; as Dun Skudborg, Dun X>erig, Dun-Skenneis, Dun-David, &c. 

There are feveral little ftone houfes, built under ground, called earth-houfes, which 
ferved to hide a few people and their goods in time of war ; the entry to them was on 
the fea or river-fide: there is one of them in the village Lachfay, and another in Catn- 

ft ‘ThSe are feveral little ftone houfes built above ground, capable only of one perfon, 
and round in form ; one of them is to be feen in Portry another at I.mcro, and at 
Culuknock : they are called Tey nin druimeb , i. c-Drutd s-houfe. Drmnuh figmhes a 
a retired perfon, much devoted to contemplation. . . 

The fewel ufed here is peats dug out of the heaths; there are cakes of iron found in 
the alhes of fome of them, and at Flodgery village there are peats from which lalt-petre 
fparkles There is a coal lately difeovered at Holm in Portry, fome of which 1 have 
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feen ; there are pieces of coal dug out likewifeof the fea-fand in Helderfta of Vateimis, 
and fome found in the village Mogftat* 

The cattle produced here are horfes, cows, fheep, goats, and hogs. The common 
work-horfes are expofed to the rigour of the feafon during the winter and fpring; and 
though they have neither corn, bay, or but feldom ft raw, yet they undergo all the 
labour that other horfes better treated are liable to. 

The cows are likewife expofed to the rigour of the coldefl feafons, and become mere 
fkeletons in the fpring, many of them not being able to rife from the ground without 
help; but they recover as the feafon becomes more favourable, and the grafs grows 
up ; then they acquire new beef, which is both fweet and tender; the fat and lean is 
not fo much feparated in them as in other cows, but as it were larded, which renders it 
very agreeable to the tafte* A cow in this ifle may be twelve years old, when at the fame 
~ time its beef is not above four, five, or fix months old. When a calf is flam, it is an 
ufual cuftom to cover another calf with its fkin, to fuck the cow whofe calf-hath been 
fldn, or elfe file gives no milk* nor Aiders herfelf to be approached by any body ; 
and if {he difeover the cheat, then file grows enraged for fome days, and the laft re¬ 
medy ufed to pacify her, is to ufe the fweeteft voice, and ling all the time of milking 
her/ When any man is troubled with his neighbour’s cows, by breaking into his in- 
clofures, he brings all to the utmoft boundary of his ground, and there drawing a 
quantity of blood from each cow, he leaves them upon the fpot, from whence they 
go away, without ever returning again to trouble him, during all that feafon, 1 he 
cows often feed upon the alga marina , or fea-ware; and they can exactly dikinguifh 
the tide of ebb from the tide of flood, though at the fame time they are not within 
vifew of the fat; and if one meet them running to the fhorc at the tide of ebb, and 
offer to turn them again to the hills to graze, they will not return. When the tide 
has ebbed about two hours, fo as to uncover the fea-ware, then they fleer their courfe 
diredlly to the neareft coaft, in their ufual order, one after another whatever their 
number be : there are as many inftances of this, as there are tides of ebb on the fhore. 
I had occafion to make this obfervation thirteen times in one week ; for, though the 
natives gave me repeated affiirances of the truth of it, 1 did not fully believe it, till 
I faw many inflances of it in my travels along the coaft* The natives have a re¬ 
mark, that when the cows belonging to one perfon do of a fudden become very irre¬ 
gular, and run up and down the fields, and make a loud noife, without any vifible 
caufe, it is a prefage of the mailer’s or miftrefs’s death ; of which there were feveral 
late inflances given me* James Macdonald of Capftil having been killed at the battle 
of Keiicranky, it was obferved that night, that his cows gave blood inftead of milk ; 
his family and other neighbours concluded this a bad omen* The mimfter of the 
place, and the miflrefs of the cows, together with feveral neighbours, afifured me of the 
truth of this. 

1 here was a calf brought forth in Vaternis without legs ; it kaped very far, bel¬ 
lowed louder than any other calf, and drank much more milk : at laft the owner killed 
it. Kenneth the carpenter, who lives there, told me that he had feen the calf. I was alfo 
inf. rmed, that a cow in Vaternis brought forth five calves at a time, ot which three died* 

There was a calf at Skennefs, having all its legs double, but the bones had but one 
fkin to cover both ; the owner fancying it to be ominous, killed it, after having lived 
nine months* Several of the natives thereabouts told me that they had feen it. 

There are feveral calves that have a flit in the top of their ears, and thefe the natives 
fancy to be the iffue of a wild bull, that comes from the lea or frefh lakes; and this 
calf is by them called corky fyre. 

1 2 


There 


WESTERN ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND. 


625 


There is plenty of land and water-fowl in this ifle ; as hawks, eagles of two kinds, 
the one grey and of a larger fize, the other much lefs and black, but moie deftruc ive 
to young cattle *, black-cock, heath hen, plovers, pigeons, witd-geefe, tarmagan, and 
cranes: of this latter fort, I have feen fixty on the fhore in a flock together. 1 he lea- 
fowls are malls of alt kinds, coulterneb, guillamot, fea-cormorant, &c. The natives 
obferve that the latter, if perfectly black, makes no good broth, nor is its flefli worth 
eating: but that a cormorant, which has any white feathers or down, makes good 
broth, and the flefli of it is good food, and the broth is ufually drunk by'nurfes to in- 

creafe their milk. . r 

The natives obferve, that this, fowl flutters with its wings towards the quarter from 

which the wind is foon after to blow. 

The fea-fowl bunivochil, or, as fome feamen call it, carara, and.others bilhop, is as 
big as a goofe, of a brown colour, and the in fide of the wings white; the bill is long 
and broad, and it is footed like a goofe; it dives quicker than any other fowl what¬ 
ever; it is very fat. The cafe of this fowl being flayed off with the fat, and a little (alt 
laid on to preferve it, and then applied to the thigh-bone, where it miift lie for feveral 
weeks together, is an effectual remedy againft the fciatica, of which I faw t wo in fiances. 
It is obferved of fire-arms that are rubbed over (as the cuftom is heie) with the ou or 
fat of fea-fowls, that they contraft ruft much fooner, than when done with the fat of 
land-fowl; the Fulmar oil from St. Kilda only excepted, which preferves iron from 
contracting ruft much longer than any other oil or greafe whatsoever. The natives 
obferve, that, when the fea-pye warbles its notes ihceffantly, it is a fure prefage of fair 
weather to follow in a few hours after. 

The amphibia to be feen in this ifle, are feals, otters, vipers, frogs, toads, and afps. 
The otter Units its eyes when it eats > and this is a ponfiderable difad vantage to it, tor 
then feveral ravenous fowls lay hold on this opportunity, and rob it ©f its fifh. 

The hunters fav, there is a big otter above the ordinary fize, with a white fpot on 
its bread, and this they call the king of otters; it is rarely feen, and very hard to be 
killed; feamen aferibe great virtues to the fkin, for they fay that it is fortunate in 
battle, and that victory is always on its fide* Serpents abound in feveral parts or this 
ifle; there are three kinds of them, the firft black and white fpotted, which is the mo ft 
poifonous, and if a fpeedy remedy be not made ufe of after the wound given, the pai ty 
is in danger. I had an account that a man at Glenmore, a boy at Portry, and a woman 
at Loch-lcah-vag, did all die of wounds given by this fort of ferpents. Some believe 
that the ferpents wound with the fling only, and not with their teeth.', but this opinion 
is founded upon a bare conje&ure, became the fling is expofed to view, but the teeth 
very rarely feen : they are fecurcd within a hofe of flefli, which prevents then being 
broke; the end of them being hooked and exceeding final 1, would foon be deftroyed, 
if it had not been for this fence that nature has given them. The longed of the black, 
ferpents mentioned above, is from two to three, or at moft four feet long. 

The yellow ferpent with brown fpots is not fo poilonous, nor fo long as the black 

and white one. . 

The brown ferpent is of all three the leaft poifonous, and Imallelt and Ihortelt in' 

fize. . • 

The remedies ufed here to extraft the poifon of ferpents are various. The rump 
of a houfe-cock ftript of its feather, and applied to the wound, doth powerfully extract 
the poifon, if timely applied. The cock is obferved after this to fwell to a great bulk, 
far above its former fize, and being thrown out into the fields, no ravenous bird or 
beaft will ever offer to lafte of it. 
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The forked fting taken out of an adder’s tongue is by the natives fteeped in water, 
with which they wafii and cure the wound. 

The ferpent’s head that gives the wound being applied, is found to be a good remedy- 

New che. fe applied timely extracts the poifon well 

There are two iorts of weafles in the ifle, one of which exceeds that of the common 
fize in bignefs ; the natives fay that the breath of it kills calves and lambs, and that the 
leifer fort is apt to occafion a decay in fuch as frequently have them tame about them ; 
efpecially fuch as fuffer them to fuck and lick about their mouths. 

• - " s 

The inferior IJles about Skis. 

SOA-BRETTIL lies within a quarter of a mile to the fouth of the mountain Quillin ; 
it is five miles in circumference, and full of bogs, and fitter for pafturage than cultiva¬ 
tion. About a mile on the well fide it is covered with wood, and the reft confills of 
heath and grafs, having a mixture of the mertiUo all over. The red garden-currants 
grow in this ifle, and are fuppofed to have been carried thither by birds. There has 
been no venomous creature ever feen in this little ifle until within thefetwo years laft, 
that a black and white big ferpent was feen by one ol the inhabitants, who killed it; 
they believe it came from the op polite coaft of Skie, where there are many big ferpents. 
There is abundance of cod and ling round this ifle. 

On the fouth of Sleat lies illand Oranfa, which is a peninfula at low water; it is a 
mile in circumference, and very fruitful in corn and grafs. As for the latter, it is faid 
to excel any piece of ground of its extent in thofe parrs. 

In the north entry to Kyle-Akin lie feveral fmall ifles; the biggeft and next to Skie 
isllan Nin Gillin, about half a mile in circumference, covered all over with long heath, 
and the erica baccfera there is abundance of feafe and fea-fowls about it. 

A league further north lies the ifle Pabbay, about two miles in circumference ; it 
excels ia pallurage, the cows in it afford near double the milk that they yield in Skie. 
In the dog-days there is a big fly in this ifle which infefts the cows, makes them run up 
and down, diicompofes them exceedingly, and hinders their feeding, infomuch that they 
muft be brought out of the ifle to the ifle ol Skie. This ifle affords abundance of lob- 
fiers, limpets, wilks, crabs, and ordinary fea-plants. 

About half a league further north lies the fmall ifle Gilliman, being a quarter of a 
mile in circumference ; the whole is covered with long heath, and the erica baccfera . 
Within a call further north lies the ifle of Scalpa, very near to Skie, five miles in cir¬ 
cumference; it is mountainous from the fouth end almoft to the north end, it has wood 
in feveral parts of it; the fouth end is mod arable, and is fruitful in corn and grafs. 

About a mile further north is the ifle Rafay, being feven miles in length, and three 
in breadth, Hoping on the weft and eaft fide? ; it has fome wood on all the quarters of 
it, the whole is fitter for pafturage than cultivation, the ground being generally very 
unequal, but very well watered with rivulets and fprings. There is a (pring running 
down the face of a high rock on the eaft fide of the ifle; it petrifies into a white fiiti- 
ftance, of which very fine lime is made, and there is a great quantity of it. There is a 
quarry of good Hone on the fame fide of the ifle; there is abundance of caves on the 
weft fide, which ferve to lodge feveral families, who, for their convenience in grazing, 
hiding,. &c., refort thither in the fummer. On the weft fide, particularly near to the 
village Clachan, the Ihore ahoiinds with fmooth ftones of different fixes, variegated all 
over. I he fame cattle, fowl, and fifh are produced here that are found in the ifle of 
Skie. ffiere is a law obferved by the natives, that all their filhing-lines mult b- of 
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equal length ; for the'longed is always fuppofed to have bed accefs to the fifli, which 
would prove a difadvantage to fuch as might have fliorter ones. 

There are 1'ome forts in this ifle, the higheft is in the fouth end, it is a natural 
ftrength, and in form like the crown of a hat; it is called Dunn-Cann, which the na¬ 
tives will needs have to be from one Canne, coufili to the King of Denmark. The 
other lies on the fide, is an artificial fort, three dories high, and is called Cadle Vreokle. 

The proprietor of the ifle is Mr. Mac-Leod, a cadet of the family of that name ; his 
feat is in the village Clachan, the inhabitants have as great veneration for him as any 
fubjefts can have for their king. They preferve the memory of the deceafed ladies of 
the place, by erecting a little pyramid of done for each of them, with the lady’s name. 
Thefe pyramids are by them CUlM erodes ; feveralof them are built of done and lime, 
and have three fteps of gradual afeent to tneiii. lime ai'c f uc h erodes about the 
village, which is adorned with a little tower, and lefler houfes, and an orchard with fe- 
veral forts of berries, pot-herbs, &c. The inhabitants are ail proteftants, atiu u fo the 
fame language, habit, and diet with the natives ofSkie. 

About a quarter of a mile further north lies the ifle Rona, which is three miles in 
length : veifels pafs through the narrow channel between Jtofay and Rona. This little 
ifle is the mod unequal rocky piece of ground to be feen any where; there is but very 
few acres fit for digging, the whple is covered with long heath, erica baccifera, mertillm , 
and fome mixture of grafs it is reckoned very fruitful in padurage ; mod of the rocks 
confid of the hefiic done, and a confiderable part of them is of a red colour. 

There is a bay on the fouth-wed end of the ifle, with two entries, the one is on the 
weft fide, the other on the fouth, but the latter is only acceffible; it has a rock within 
the entry, and a good fifhing. 

About three leagues to the north-weft of Rona is the ifle Fladda, being almoft joined 
to Skie; it is all plain arable ground, and about a mile in circumference. 

About a mile to the north lies the ifle Altwig, it has a high rock facing the ead, is 
near two miles in circumference, and is reputed fruitful in corn and grafs; there is a 
little old chapel in it, dedicated to St. Turos. There is a rock of about forty yards in 
length at the north end of the ifle, diftinguifhed for its commodioufnefs in filhing. 
Herrings are feen about this rock in great numbers all fummer, infomuch that the fiflier- 
boats are fometimes as it were entangled among the Ihoals of them. 

The ifle of Troda lies within half a league to the northernmoft point of Skie, called 
Hunifli; it is two miles in circumference, fruitful in corn and grafs, and had a chapel 
dedicated to St. Columbus. The natives told me that there is a couple of ravens in 
the ifle, which fuffer none other of their kind to come thither; and when their own 
young are able to fly, they beat them alfo away from the ifle. 

Fladda-Chuan, i. e. Fladda of the Ocean, lies about two leagues diftant from the 
weft fide of Hunifli point; it is two miles in compafs, the ground is boggy, and but 
indifferent for corn and grafs: the ifle is much frequented for the plenty of fifh of all 
kinds on each quarter of it. There are very big whales which purfue the fifli on the 
coaft ; 'the natives diftinguilh one whale for its bignefs above all others, and told me 
that it had many big limpets growing upon its back, and that the eyes of it were of fuch 
a prodigious bignefs, as ftruck no fmall terror into the beholders. There is a chapel 
in the ifle dedicated to St. Columbus, it has an altar in the eaft end, and there is a blue 
flone of a round form on it, which is always maift. It is an ordinary cuflom, when any 
of the filhermen are detained in the ifle by contrary winds, to walh the blue done with 
water all round, expecting thereby tq procure a favourable wind, which the credulous 
tentant living in the ifle fays never fails, efpecially if a ftranger wa(h the done: the done 
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is likewife applied to the fides of people troubled with flitches, and they fay it is effe&ual 
for that purpofe: and fo great is the regard they have for this ftone, that they fwear 
decifive oaths on it. 

The monk O c Gorgon is buried near to this chapel, and there is a ftone five feet high 
at each end of his grave. There is abundance of fea-fowl that come to hatch their 
young in the ifle j the coulter-nebs are very numerous here, it comes in the middle of 
March, and goes away in the middle of Auguft : it makes a tour round the ifle fun-ways 
before it fettles on the ground, and another at going away in Auguft ; which ceremony 
is much approved by the tenant of the ifle, and is one of the chief arguments he made, 
ufe of for making the like round, as he fets out to fea with his boat. 

There is a great flock of plovers, that come to this ifle from Skie, in the beginning 
of September ; they return sgam in Aprils and J are faid to be near two thoufand in all: 
I told the tenant ne might have a couple of thefe at every meal during the winter and 
ipringj but my moriozi feemed very difagreeable to him ; for he declared that he 
had never once attempted to take any of them, though he might if he would : and at 
the fame time told me, he wondered how I could imagine that he would befo barbarous 
as to take the lives of fuch innocent creatures as came to him only for felf-prefervation. 

There are fix or feven rocks within diftance of a mufket-fhot on the fourh-eaft fide 
the ifle, the fea running between, each of them : that lying more eafterly is the fort 
called Bold Cruin, i. e. a round table, from its round form; it is about three hundred 
paces in circumference, flat on the top, has a deep well within it, the whole is furrounded 
with a fteep rock, and has only one place that is acceflible by climbing, and that only by 
one man at a time ; there is a violent current of a tide on each fi.de of it, which con¬ 
tributes to render it an impregnable fort, it belongs to Sir Donald Macdonald. One 
fmgle man above the entry, without being expofed to (hot, is able, with a ftaff in his hand, 
to keep oli five hundred attackers} for only one can climb the rock at a time, and that 
not without difficulty. 

, f heie is a high rock on the weft fide the fort, which may be fecured alfo by a few 
hands. 3 ' 


About half a league on the fonth fide the round table lies the rock Jelkar, i. e. Fiffier 
becaule many fiffimg-boats refort to it; it is not higher than a fmall veffel under fail, 
i . ? roc * affo . rds a S reat quantity of fcurvy-grafs, of an extraordinary fize, and very 
-jick; the natives eat it frequently, as well boiled as raw: two of them told me that 
they happened to be confined there for the fpace of thirty hours by a contrary wind - 
j lfl S ^ tll0U t^iftn a ls, fell to eating this fcurvy-grafs, and finding it of a fweet 
talte far different from the land fcurvy-grafs, they eat a large balket full of it, which 
did abundantly fatisfy their appetites until their return home: they told me alfo that it 
was not ™ l Y e M*- wi ndy, or any other way troublefome to them. 

and Tulm on the weft of the wing of Skie, called Troternefs, lies within a mufuuet- 
Ihot of the cattle;of the name; it is a hard rock, and clothed with grafs; there are two 
caves on the weft fide, in which abundance of fea cormorants build and hatch. 

. /About fi ve leagues to the fouth-weft from Tulm lies the ifland Afcrib, which is divided 
in o feveral parts by the fea; it is about two miles in compafs, and affords very good 

Fh -'n^f r kmd v ° f ,^ abound in tIle neighbouring fea. On the fouth-weft fide of 
the ille Afcrib, at the diftance of two leagues, lie the two fmall ifles of Tinian, direftly 
m the mouth of Loch-arnifort; they are only fit for pafturage. 

On the weft fide of Vaternis promontory, within the mouth of Loch-fallart, lies Ifa 
cod bemg fruhful in corn and & rafs ’ and is commodious for fifliing of 


There 



WESTERN ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND, 6 -lij 

There are two (mall ifles, called Mingoy, on the north-eaft fide of this ifle, which 
afford good pafturage. 

There is a red fhort kind of dulfe growing in the fouth end of the ifle, which oceafions 
a pain in the head when eaten, a property not known in any other dulle whatever. 

The two Hies Bnia and Harlas lie in the mouth of Loch-Brackadil; they are both 
pretty high rocks, each of them about a mile in circumference ; they afford good paf- 
turage, and there are red currants in thefe fmall ifles, fuppofed to have been carried 
there at firft by birds. 

The fouthera parts of Skie, as Sleat and Strath, are a month earlier with their grafs 
than the northern parts; and this is the reafon that the cattle and (heep, &c. bring 
forth their young fooner than in the north fide. 

The days in fummer are much longer here than in the fouth of England or Scotland, 
and the nights Ihorter, which about the fummer folflice is not above an hour and an 
half in length; and the further we come fouth, the contrary is to be obferved in 
proportion. 

The air here is commonly moift and cold: this difpofes the inhabitants to rake a 
larger dofe of brandy or other ftrong liquors-than in the fouth of Scotland, by which 
they fancy that they qualify the moifture of the air: this is the opinion of all fl;rangers, 
as well as of the natives, fmee the one as well as the other drinks at lead treble the 
quantity of brandy in Skie and the adjacent ifles, than they do in the more fouthern 
climate.. ' - 

The height of the mountains contributes much to the moifture of the place, but more 
efpecially the mountain Ouillin, which is the hulbandman’s almanack; for it is com¬ 
monly obferved that if the heavens above that mountain be clear and without clouds 
in the morning, then it is not doubted but the weather will prove fair ; ei e contra , the 
height of that hill reaching to the clouds breaks them, and then they prefemly after fall 
down in great rains according as the wind blows : thus when the wind blows from the 
fouth, then all the ground lying to the north of QjiiHin hills is wet with rains, whereas 
all the other three quarters are dry. 

The fouth-weft winds are obferved to carry more rain with them than any other, 
and blow much higher in the mo/1 northern point of Skie than they do two miles fur¬ 
ther fouth; for which I could perceive no vifible caufe, unlefs it be the height of the 
hill, about two miles fouth from that point; for after we come to the fouth fide of it, 
the wind is not perceived to be fo high as on the north fide by half. 

It is obferved of the eaft wind, that though it blow but very gentle in the ifle of Skie, 
and on the weft fide of it, for the fpace of about three or four leagues towards the weft, 
yet as we advance more Wefterly it is fenfibly higher; and when we come near to the 
coaft of the more weftern ifles of Ulft, Harries, &c. it is obferved to blow very fre/h, 
though at the fame time it is almoft calm on the weft fide the ifle Skie. The wind is 
attended with fair weather, both in this and other weftern ifles. 

T he fea in the time of a calm is obferved to have a riling motion, before the north 
wind blows, which it has not before the approaching of any other wind. 

The north wind is dill colder, and more deftrutfive to corn, cattle, kc. than any other. 

"Women obferve that their breafts contract to a lelfer bulk when the wind blows from 
the north, and that then they yield lefs milk than when it blows from any other quarter; 
and they make the like obfervation in other creatures that give milk. 

They obferve that when the fea yields a kind of pleafant and fweet feent, it is a fure 
prefage of fair weather to enfue. 

The wind in fummer blows ftronger by land than by fea, and the contrary in winter. 
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In the fummer the wind is fometimes obferved to blow from different quarters at the 
fame time : I have feen two boats tail quite contrary ways, until they came within iels 
than a league of each other, and then one of them was becalmed, and the other con¬ 
tinued to fail forward. 

The tide of ebb here runs foutherly, and the tide of flood northerly, where no head¬ 
lands or promontories are in the way to interpofe $ for in fiich cafes the tides are ob¬ 
ferved to hold a couifc quite contrary to the ordinary motion in thefe iftes and 
the oppofite main land : this is obferved between the eaft fide of Skie and the oppofite 
comment, where the tide of ebb runs northerly, and the tide of flood foutherly, as far 
as Killach-ftone, on the fouth-eaft of Skie ; both tides running direftly contrary to what 
is to be feen in all the weftern ifles and oppofite continent. The natives at Kylakin 
told me that they had feen three different ebbings fucceflively on that part of Skie. 

The tide of ebb is always greater with north winds,than when it blows from any’other 
quarter; and the tide of flood is always higher with fouth winds than any other. 

The two chief fpring-tides are on the tenth of September, and on the tenth or twen¬ 
tieth of March. 

The natives are very much difpofed to obferve the influence of the moon 011 human 
bodies, and for that caufe they never dig their peats but in the decreafe } for they ob¬ 
ferve that if they are cut in the increafe, they continue ftill nioilJ, and never burn clear 
nor are they without finoke, but the contrary is daily obferved of peats cut in the 
decreafe* 

They make up their earthen dykes in the decreafe only, for fuch as are made at the 
mcreaie are ftill obferved to fall. 

They fell their timber, and cut their rufhes in time of the decreafe. 


The Vifeafes known and not known in Skie and the adjacent Ijles. 

THE gout, corns in the feet, convulfions, madnefs, fits of the mother, vapours, pally 
lethargy rhernnatifms wens, ganglions, kmg's-evil, ague, furfeits, and confumptions 
are not frequent* and barrenneis and abortion very rare. 

, The difeafes that prevail here are fevers, ftitches, cholic, head-ach, megrim, jaundice 

fciatica, ftone, fmall-pox, mealies, rickets, feurvy, worms, fluxes, toorh-ach, coLb and 
lquinance. ■ * 11110 

ml! 1 &c. rdinai7remedieS ^ ^ the natiV6S 3re takenfrora P^nts, roots, ftones,ani- 

Tq cure a pleurify, the letting of blood plentifully i s an ordinary remedy. 

f J h ? m Wh ^. h ™ lets twebeen boiled, is uled as a cooling and refrelhing drink 
for fuch as are ill of fevers When the patient has not a fweat duly, rhci/fliirt is 
boiled in water, and afterwards put on them, which caufes a fpeedy fweat Wh 'n W 
padent is very coftive, and without paffage by ftool or urine, of palL the 'ordinary ,ime 
of fweating in fevers, two or three handfuls of the fea-plant called dulfe bo K 
little water, and feme frefh butter with it, and the infufion drunk, procures a paflW 
both ways, and fweat Ihortly alter: the dulfe, growing on ftone, not that on the fef 
ware, is only proper in this cafe. lea ' 

■ _ To procure fleep after a fever, the feet, knees, and ancles of the patient are wafh P d 

SrhTSrt’.'T J h,Ch ag 0 t d quanti ‘y ofchick -' re « l “ P«, anS aft"nZ)s£ 

to bed PP1Cd warm to the ,1,:ck - aDd between the Ihoulders, as the patient gees 
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The fops of nettles, chopped frnall, and mixed with a few whites of raw eggs, applied 
to the forehead and temples, by way of a.frontel, is ufed to procure fleep. 

Foxglove, applied warm plaifterwife to the part affe&ed, removes pains that follow 

after fevers. , , . . 

The fea-plant linarich is ufed to procure fleep, as is mentioned among its virtues. 

Erica baccifera boiled a little in water, and applied warm to the crown of the head 
and temples, is ufed likewife as a remedy to procure fleep. - 

To remove flitches, when letting blood does not prevail, the part affected is rubbed 
with an ointment made-of camomile and frefh butter, or of brandy with frefh butter ; 
and others apply a quantity of raw fcurvy-grafs chopped finall. 

* The fcarlet- fever, which appeared in this ifle only within thefe two years lalt, is ordi¬ 
narily cured by drinking now and then aglafs of brandy. If an infant happen to be 
taken with it, the nurfe drinks lome brandy, which qualifies the milk, and proves a fuc- 

cefsful remedy. , , ., . r . r . 

q j ie common alga, or fea-ware, is yearly ufed with fuccefs, to manure the 11 mt-trees 

in Sir Donald Macdonald’s orchard at Armidill : fevcral affirm that if a quantity of 
fea-ware be ufed about the roots of fruit-trees, whofe growth is hindered by the fea air, 
this will make them grow and produce fruit. 

Head-ach is removed by taking raw dulfe and linarich applied cold by way ot plailter 
to the temples. This likewife is ufed as a remedy to remove the megrim. 

The jaundice is cured by the vulgar as follows : the patient being (tripped naked be¬ 
hind to the middle of the back, he who acts the furgeon’s part marks the eleventh bone 
from the rump on the back with a black ftroke, in order to touch it with his tongs, as 

mentioned already. ' _ , .. 

Sciatica is cured by applying the cafe with the fat of the carara-fowl to the thigh bone; 
and it mufl not be removed from thence till the cure is performed. 

Flamula-jovis, or fpire-wort, being cut finall, and a limpet-fhell filled with it, and ap¬ 
plied to the thigh bone, caufes a blifter to rife about the bignefs of an egg; which being 
cut, a quantity of watery matter iffues from it: the blifter rifes three times, arid being 
emptied as often, the cure is performed. The fea-plant linarich is applied to the place, 

to cure and dry the wound. . 

Crow-foot of the moor is more effe&ual for railing a blifter, and curing the fciatica, 
than fiamula-jovis ; for that fometimes fails of breaking or raifmg the (kin, but the crow¬ 
foot leldom fails. - . . 

Several of the common people have the boldnefs to venture upon the Jiamulajovis, 
inftead of a purge: they take a little of the infufion, and drink it in melted trelh butter, 
as the propereft vehicle ; and this preferves the throat from being excoriated. 

For the ftone they drink water-gruel without fait: they likewile eat allium, or wild 
garlick, and drink the infufion of it boiled in water, which they find effeftual both ways. 
The infufion of the fea plant dulfe boiled is alfo good againft: the ftone; as is likewife 
the broth of wilks and limpets i and againft the cholic, collivenefs, and flitches, a quan¬ 
tity of fcurvy-grals boiled in water, with lome frelh butter added, and eaten for iome 
days, is an effectual remedy. 

To kill worms, the infufion of tanfy in whey or aquavitae, taken failing, is an ordi¬ 
nary medicine with the iflanders. . 

Caryophylata alpina chamedreos fol: it grows on marble in divers parts, about Chrifl- 
Church in Strath ; never obferved before in Britain, and but once in Ireland, by 
Mr. Hiaton, Moril'on’sHift. Ray Synopfis, 137 , 
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Garmel, alias Knapbard, by Mr, James Sutherland called Argaiitis Syhatkus : It has 
a blue flower in July ; the, plant itfelf is not ufed, but the root is eaten to expel wind : 
and they fay it prevents drunkennefs, by frequent chewing of it; and being fo tiled, 
gives a good relifh to all liquors, milk only excepted. It is aromatick, and the natives 
prefer it to fpice, for brewing Aquavit& \ the root will keep for many years : feme fay 
that it is cordial, and allays hunger. 

Shunnis is a plant highly valued by the natives, who eat it raw, and alfo boiled with 
fifh, flefh, and milk: it is ufed as a fovereign remedy to cure the flieep of the cough; 
the root eaten fading, expels wind : it was not known in Britain, except in the north 
weft ifles, and fGme parts of the oppofite.continent. Mr. James Sutherland fent it to 
France fame years ago. 

A quantity of wild fage chewed between one’s teeth, and put into the ears of cows or 
fheep that become blind, cures them, and perfectly reftores their light; of which there 
are many frefh inftances both in Side and Harries, by perfons of great integrity. 

A quantity of wild fage choped finall, and eaten by horfes mixed with their corn, kills 
worms; the horfe mult .not drink for ten hours after eating it, 

The infufion of wild fage after the fame maimer, produces the like e£Fe£h 

■Wild fage cut ftrial 1, and mixed among oats given to a horfe fading, and kept with¬ 
out drink for feven or eight hours after, fells worm®. 

Fluxes are cured by taking now and then a fpoohfui of the fyrup of blue berries 
that grow on the Mertilius. 

Plantain boiled In water, and the hectic-ftone heated red hot quenched in the fame, is 
fuccefsfully ufed for fluxes* 

Some cure the tooth-aeh, by applying a little of the fiamula jovis , in a limpet-fhdl, to * 
the temples. 

A gi*een turf heated among embers, as hot as can be endured, and by the patient ap¬ 
plied to the fide of the head affected, is 1 ikewife ufed for the tooth-aeh* 

t For coughs and colds, water gruel with a little butter is the ordinary cure* 

Foivcoughs and hoarfenefs? they ufe to bathe the feet in warm water, for the fpace of 
a quarter of an hour at leaft; and then rub a little quantity of deer’s greafe (die older 
the better) to the foies of their feet by the fire ; the deer’s greafe alone is fufiicient in 
the.morning : and this method mud be continued until the cure is performed, And it_ 
may be ufed by young or old, except women with child, for the firft four months, and 
fuch as are troubled with vapours. 

Harts-tongue and Maiden-hair, boiled in wort, and the ale drunk, is ufed for coughs 
and confumprions. 

Milk or water, wherein the hectic-ftone hath been boiled or quenched red-hot, and 
being taken for ordinary drink, is alfo efficacious againft a confumption. 

The hands and feet often wafhed in water, in which the heftic-ftone has been boiled, 
is efteemed reftorative. 

Yarrow with the he&ic ftone boiled in milk, and frequently drunk, is ufed for con> 
fumptxpns. 

Water-gruel is alfo found by experience to be good for confumptlons ; it purifies the 
blood, and procures appetite, when drunk without fait. 

There is a fmith in the parifli of Kil-mardn, who is reckoned a doctor for curing 
faintnefs of the fpirits. This he perforins in the following manner : 

The patient being laid on the anvil with his face uppermoft, the fmith takes a big 
hammer in both hands, and making his face all grimace, he approaches his patient; 
and then drawing his hammer from the ground, as if defigned to hit him with his full 
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strength on his forehead, he ends in a feint, eJfe he would be fure to cure the patient of 
all difeafes: but the fmith being accuflomed to the performance, has a dexterity of 
managing his hammer with difcretion ; though at the fame time he mud do it fo as to 
{trike terror in the patient: and this they fay has always the defigned c-ffeft. 

The fmith is famous for his pedigree ; for it has been obferved of a long time, that 
there has been but one only child born in the family, and that always a fon, and when 
he arrived to maids eftate, the father died prefently after : the prefent fmith makes up 
the thirteenth generation of that race of people who are bread to be fmiths, and all of 
them pretend to this cure. 

iliaca pqfflo^ or twilling of the guts, has been fevcral times cured by drinking a draught 
of cold water,' with a little oatmeal in it, and then hanging the patient by the heels for fome 
time. The I aft inftance in Skie was by John Morrifon, iii the village of Talilker, who 
by this remedy alone cured a boy of fourteen years of age. Dr. Pitcairn told me, that 
the like cure had been performed in the fliire of Fife for the fame difeafe. A cataplafm 
of hot duife, with its juice, applied feveral times to the lower part of the belly, cured the 
iliac pajfwn. 

The lea plant duife is tifed, as is faid above, to remove cholicks ;. and to remove that 
diftemper and coltivenefs, a little quantity offrefh butter, and fome fcurvy-grafs boiled, 
and eaten with its infufion, is an ufual and effectual remedy. 

A large handful of the iea-plant duife, growing upon ftone, being applied outwardly, 
as is mentioned above, againft the iliaca pq/fio, takes away the after-birth with great eafe 
and fafety; this remedy is to be repeated until it produce the defired effeft, though fome 
hours may be intermitted : the frefher the-duife is, the operation is the ftronger; for if 
it is above two or three days old. little is to be expected from it in this cafe. This plant 
feldom or never fails of fuccefs, though the patient had been delivered feveral days be¬ 
fore ; and of this l have lately feen an extraordinary inftance at Edinburgh in Scotland, 
when the patient was given over as dead. 

Duife, being eaten raw or boiled, is by daily experience found to be an excellenta an 
tifcorbudc; it is better raw In this cafe, and mult be firft walhed in cold water. 

For a frafture, the firft thing they apply to a broken bone, is the white of an egg, 
and fome barley meal; and then they tie fplinters round it, and keep it Jo tied for fome " 
days. When the fplinters are untied, they make ufe of the following ointment, viz. a 
like quantity of betonica pduli, St. John’s wort, golden-rod, all cut and bruifed in flieeps’ 
greafe, or frefli butter, to a confidence; fome of this they fpread on a doth, and lay on 
the wound, which continues untied for a few days. 

Gibcn of St. Kilda, i. e. the fat of Tea fowls made into a pudding in the ftomach of the 
fowl, is alfo ail approved vulnerary for man or bead. 

The vulgar make purges of the infufion of fcurvy-grafs, and fome frefli butter; and 
this they continue to take for the fpace of a week or two, becaufe it is mild in its ope¬ 
ration. 

They ufe the infufion of the fea-plant duife, after the fame manner, inftead of a 
purge. 

Eyes that are blooddhot, or become blind for fome days, are cured here by applying 
fome blades of the plant fern, and the yellow is by them reckoned belt; this they mix 
with the white of an egg, and lay it on fome coarle flax — and the egg next to the face 
and brows, and the patient is ordered to lie on his back. 

To ripen a tumor, or boil, they cut female jacobea final!, mix it with fome frefh buf¬ 
fer on a hot (lone, and apply it warm; and this ripens and draws the tumor quickly, 
vex. in. 4 m aiui 
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a:ul without pain : the fame remedy is ufed for women’s breads that are hard, or 
l'welled. 

For taking the fyroms out of the hands, they ufe allies of burnt da-ware, mixed with 
fait water; and wafting their hands in it, without drying them, it kills the worms. 

Burnt allies of fea-ware preferve cheefe indead of fait; which is frequently praftifed 
in this iflfi. Afhes of burnt fea-ware fcower flaxen thread better, and make it whiter 
than any thing elfe. 

When their feet are fwelled and benumbed with cold, they fcarify their heels with a 
lancet. 

They make gliders of the plant Mercury, and fomeof the vulgar ufe it as a purge, for 
which it ferves both ways. 

They make gliders alio of the roots of flags, water, and fait butter. 

They have found out a ft range remedy lor fuch as could never eafe nature at fea by 
fiool or urine: there were three fuch men in the parift of St. Mary’s in Trotternefs, 
two of them 1 knew, to wit, John Mac-Phade, and Finlay Mac-Phade; they lived on the 
coad, and went often a filhing, and after they had fpent fome nine or ten hours at fea, 
their bellies would fwell: for after all their endeavours to get pafiage either ways, it 
was impracticable until they came to land, and then they found no difficulty in the thing. 
This was a great inconvenience to any boat’s crew in which either of thefe three men 
had been filhing, for it obliged them often to forbear when the filhing was mod plenti¬ 
ful, and to row to the fliore with any of thefe men that happened to become fick; for 
landing was the only remedy. At length one of their companions thought of an ex¬ 
periment to remove this inconvenience; he confidered, that when any of thefe men had 
got their feet on dry ground, they could then eafe nature with as much freedom as any 
other perfon ; and therefore he carried a large green turf of earth to the boat, and 
placed the green fide uppermoft, without telling the reafon. One of thefe men who was 
fubjeft to the infirmity above-mentioned, perceiving an earthen turf in the boat, was 
furprized at the fight of it, and enquired for what purpofe it was brought thither ? He 
that laid it there anfwered, that he had done it to ferve him, and that when he was dif- 
pofed to eafe nature, he might find himfelf on land, though he was at fea. The other 
took this as an affront, lo that from words they came to blows: their fellows with 
much ado did feparate them, and blamed him that brought the turf into the boat, fince 
fuch a fancy could produce no other effect than a quarrel. All of them employed their 
time eagerly in lifting, until fome hours after, that the angry man, who before was fo 
much affronted at the turf, was fo ill of the fwelling of his belly as ufuat, that he 
begged the crew to row to the ftore, but this was very difobliging to them all. He 
that intended to try the experiment with the turf, bid the lick man (land on it, and he 
might expeft to have fuccefs by it ; but he refuted, and ftill refeuted the affront which 
he thought was intended upon him : but at Iaft all the boat’s crew urged him to try 
■what the turf might produce, fince it could not make him worfe than he was. . The 
man being in great pain, was by their repeated importunities prevailed upon to Hand 
with his feet on the turf; and it had the wifted effed, for nature became obedient 
both ways: and then the angry man changed his note, for he thanked his doctor, whom 
he had fome hours before beat. And from that time none of thefe three men ever went 
to fea without a green turf in the boat, which proved effectual. This is matter of fa£t 
lumciently known and attefted by the better part of the parifhioners Hill living upon the 
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The ancient way the iHanders ufed to procure fweat, was thus: a part of an earthen 
floor was covered with fire, and when it was fufficiently heated, the fire was taken away, 
and the ground covered with a heap of ft raw ; upon this ft raw a quantity of water ;vas 
poured, and the patient lying on the draw ; the heat of it put his whole body into a 
fweat. 

To caufe any particular part of his body to fweat* they dig an hole in an earthen 
floor* and fill it with hazel flicks, and dry ru fries ; above thefe they put a heftick-ftone 
red hot, and pouring fome water into the hole, the patient holds the part aiTecled over 
it, and this procures a fpeedy fweat. 

Their common way of procuring fweat is by drinking a large draught of water-gruel 
with fome butter, as they go to bed. 

Of the various Effects of Fijhes on federal ConJHtuttons in thefe Ij lands . 

Dongal Mac-Ewan became feverifli always after eating of fifh of any kind, except 
thornback and dog-fifh. 

A ling fifh having brown fpotson the fkin, caufes fuch as eat of its liver, to caft their 
fkin from head to foot. This happened to three children in the hamlet of Talifkir, after 
eating the liver of a brown fpotted ling. 

Finlay Rofs and his family, in the parifli of Uge, having eaten a frefh ling fifh, with 
brown fpots on Hs fkin, he and they became indifpofed and feverifh for fome few days, 
and in a little time after they were bliflered all over. They fay that when the frefh ling 
is faked a few days, it has no fuch effe£t. 

There was a horfe in the village Bretiil, which had the ere£tion backward, contrary 
to all other of its kind* 

A weaver inPortrie has a faculty of erefling and letting fall his ears at pleaturp, and 
opens and fhuts his mouth on fuch occafions* 

A boy in the caflle of Duntulm, called Miller to a by-name, hath a pain and (welling 
in his great toe at any change of the moon, and it continues only for the fpace of one 
day, or two at mod. 

Allen Mac-Ieod, being about ten years of age, was taken ill of a pain which moved 
from one part of his body to another, and where it was felt, the fkin appeared blue ; it 
came to bis toe, thigh, tefticles, arms and head: when the boy was bathed in warm 
water, he found moll eafe. The hinder part of his head, which was laft affefted, had a 
little fwelling ; and a woman endeavouring to fqueeze the humour out of it, by brufing 
it on each fide with her nails, file forced out at the fame time a little animal near an inch 
in length, having a white head fharp pointed, the reft of its body of a red colour, and 
full of final I feet on each fide. Animals of this fort have been feen in the head and 
legs offeveral perfons in theifles, and are diftinguifhed by the name of Fillian. 

Teaff how preferved by the Natives* 

A rod of oak, of four, five, fix or eight inches about, twilled round like a wyttu 
boiled in wort, and well dried and kept in a little bundle of barley-flraw, and being 
ftceped again in wort, caufeth it to ferment, and procures yeaft : the rod is cut before 
the middle of May, and is frequently ufed to ftirnifn yeali; and being preferved and 
ufed in this manner, it ferves for many years together. I have fecn the experiment 
tried, and was fhewed a piece of a thick wyth, which hath been preferved for making 
ale with, for about twenty or thirty years. 
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The Tffecls of eating Hemlock-Root. 

Fergus. I-vaircJ, ail empiric, living in [ lie village TaiUker, having by a mi [Take eaten 
a hemlock-root inliead of the white wild carrot; his eyes did prcfeutly roll about, 
his countenance became very pale, his light had a)molt failed him, the frame of his 
body was all in a flrange convulfion, and his pudenda retired fo inwardly, that there 
was no difeerning whether he had then been male or female. All the remedy.given 
him in this flute was a draught of hot milk, and a little aqua-vita: added to it; which 
he no fooner drank, but he vomited prefently after, yet the- root ftill remained in his 
flomach. They continued to adminilter the fame remedy for the fpace of four or five 
hours together, hut in vain; and about an hour after they ceafed to give him any 
thing he voided the root by ftool, and then was reflored to his former flats of health : 
he is Hill living, for any thing I know, and is of a ftrong healthful confliturion. 

Some few years ago, all the flax in the barony of Troternels was over-run with a 
great quantity of green worms, which in a few days would have deflroyed it, had not 
a flock of ravens made a tour round the ground where the flax grew, for the fpace of 
fourteen miles, and eat up the worms in a very fliort time. 

The inhabitants of this ifle are generally well proportioned, and their complexion is 
for the molt part black. They are not obliged to art in forming their bodies, for 
nature never fails to act her part bountifully to them ; and perhaps there is no part of 
the habitable globe where fo few bodily imperfeftions are to be feen, nor any children 
that go more early. 1 have obferved feveral of them walk alone before they were ten 
months old : they are bathed all over every morning and evening, fome in cold, fome 
in warm water; but the latter is in oft commonly ufed, and they wear nothing flrait 
about them. The mother generally fuckles the child, failing of which, a nrirfe is 
provided, for they fcldom bring up any by hand: they give new-born infants frefh 
butter to take away the miconium , and this they do for feveral days ; they tafle nei¬ 
ther fugar nor cinnamon, nor have they any daily allowance of fack bellowed on them, 
as the euflom is elfewhere, nor is the nurfe allowed to tafle ale. 

The generality wear neither flioes nor flockings before they are feven, eight, or ten 
years uld ; and many among them wear no night-caps before they are fixteen years old, 
and upwards; fome ufe none all their life-time, and thefe are not fo liable to head¬ 
aches as others that keep their heads warm. 

I hey tife nothing by way of prevention of fickriefs, obferving it as a rule to do little 
or nothing of that nature. The abilemioufnefs of the mothers is no finall advantage 
to the children: they are a very prolific people, fo that many of their numerous iflue 
mull feek their fortune on the continent, and not a few in foreign countries, for want 
of employment at home. When they are any way fatigued by travel, or otherways, 
they fail not to bathe their feet in warm water, wherein red mofs has been boiled, and 
rub them with it going to bed. 

The ancient cullom of rubbing the body by a warm hand oppofite to the fire, is 
now laid afide, except from ihe lower part of the thigh downwards to the ancle ; this 
they rub before and behind, in cold Weather, and at going to bed. Their fnnple diet 
contributes much to their ftate of health, and long life; feveral among them of my ac¬ 
quaintance arrived at the age of eighty, ninety, and upwards ; but the Lady Maclcod 
lived to the age cf one hundred and three' years: fhe had then a comely head of hair, 
a; d a ede of good teeth, and always enjoyed the free ufc of her umlerfUnding, until 
the week in which lhe died. 
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The inhabitants of this and all the Weftern Ifles do wear their fhoes after Mr. Locke’s 
mode, in his Book of Education ; and, among other great advantages by it, they reckon 
thefe two, that they are never troubled with the gout, or corns in their feet. 

They lie for the molt part on beds of draw, and fome on beds of heath; which 
latter being made after their way, with the tops uppermofl, are almoft as foft as a fea¬ 
ther-bed", and yield a pleafant fcent after lying on them once. The natives by experi¬ 
ence have found it to be effectual for drying fuperfluous humours, and lirengthening 
the nerves. It is very refrefliing after a fatigue of any kind. The Piets are faid to 
have had an art of brewing curious ale with the tops of heath, but they refuted to 
communicate it to the Scots, and fo it is quite Ioit. 

A native of this ifle requires treble the dofe of phylic that will ferve one living in the 
fouth of Scothnd for a purge; yet an iflander is eafier purged in the fouth than at 
home. 1 hofe of the beft rank are eafier wrought on by purging medicines than the 
vulgar. 

The irhabitants are of all people eafieft cured of green wounds; they are not fo 
liable to fevers as others on fuch occafions; and they never cut off arm or leg, though 
never lb ill broke, and take the freedom to venture on all kind of meat and drink, 
contrary to all rule in fuch cafes, and yet commonly recover of their wounds. 

Many of the natives, upon ocafion of fieknefs, are difpofed to try experiments, in 
which they fucceed fo well, that I could not hear of the leaft inconvenience attending 
their practice. I lhall only bring one inffance more of this, and that is of the illite¬ 
rate empiric Neil Beaton in Skie ; who of late is fo well known in the ifles and conti¬ 
nent, for his great fuceeis in curing feveral dangerous diftempers, though he never ap¬ 
peared in the quality of a phyfician until he arrived at the age of forty years, and then 
alfo without the advantage of education. lie pretends to judge of the various quali¬ 
ties of plants and roots, by their different taftes; he has like wife a nice obfervation on 
the colours of their flowers, from which he learns their aftringeat and loofening qua¬ 
lities ; he cxrra&s the juice of plants and roots, after a chymical way peculiar to him-' 
felf, and with little or no charge. 

He confiders his patients’ conftitntion before any medicine is adminiftered to them - 
and he lias formed fuch a fyftein for curing difeafes, as ferves for a rule to him upon 
all occafions of this nature. 

He treats Kiverius’s Lilium Medicina, and fome other practical pieces that he has 
heard of, with contempt;'fince in feveral inftances it appears that their methods of 
curing has failed where his had good fuccefs. 

Some of the difeafes cured by him are as follows: running fores in legs and arms, 
grievous head-aches ; he had the boldnefs to cut a piece out of a woman’s fltull broader 
than half a crown, and by this reftored her to perfed health. A gentlewoman of mv 
acquaintance having contrafted a dangerous pain in her belly, fome days after her de¬ 
livery of a child, and feveral medicines being ufed, Ihe was thought paft recovery, if 
foe continued in that condition a few hours longer; at laft this ’dodor happened’to 
come there, and being employed, applied a fimple plant to the part affected, and re¬ 
ftored the patient in a quarter of an hour after the application. 

One of his patients told me that he fent him a cap interlined with fome feeds 
&c. to wear for the cough, which it removed in a little time; and it had the like effeft 
upon his brother* 

The fuccefs attending this man’s cures was fo extraordinary, that feveral people 
thought hts performances to have proceeded rather from a compaft with the devil than 
from the virtue of fimples. To obviate this, Mr. Beaton pretends to have had’fome 
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education from his father, though he died when he himfelf was hut a boy. I have dif- 
courfed with him ferioufiy at different times* and am fully fatisfied, that he ufes no un¬ 
lawful means for obtaining his end. 

His difeourfe of the feveral conftitutions, the qualities of plants* &c. was more folid 
than could have been expected from one of his education. Several fick people from 
remote ifles came to him ; and fome from the {hire of Reds* at feventy nviles diitance, 
font for his advice : I left him very fuccefsful, but can give no further account of hun 
fmee that time. 

They are generally a very fagacious people* quick of apprehenfion, and even the 
vulgar exceed alt thofe of their rank and education I ever yet law in any other country. 
They have a great genius for inufic and mechanics. I have obferved feveral of their 
children, that, before they could fpeak, were capable to diftinguifh and make choice 
of one tune before another upon the violin ; for they always appeared uneafy until 
the tune which they fancied belt was played, and then they expreffed their fatisfafticn 
by the motions of their head and hands. 

There are feveral of them who invent tunes very taking in the fouth of Scotland, 
and elfe where: fome muficians have endeavoured to pafs for fir ft in venters of them 
by changing their name, but this has been impracticable; for whatever language gives 
the modern name, the tune Hill continues to fpeak its true original: and of this 1 have 
been fhewed feveral inftances. 

Some of the natives are very dexterous in engraving trees, birds, deer, dogs, &c* 
upon bone, and horn, or wood, without any other tool than a {harp-pointed knife. 

Several of both fexes have a quick vein of poefy, and, in their language, (which is 
very emphatic) theycompofe rhyme and verfe, both which powerfully affoft the fancy ; 
and, in my judgment, (which is not fingukr in this matter,) with as great force as that 
of any ancient or modern poet I ever yet read. They have generally very retentive 
memories, they fee things at a great diftance* The unhappinefs of their education, 
and their want of con verfe with foreign nations, deprives them of the opportunity to 
cultivate and beautify their genius, which feems to have been formed by Nature for 
great attainments* And, on the other hand, their retirednefs may be rather thought an 
advantage, at leaft to their better part: according to that of the hifiorian ; Plus vmluit 
apud hos igmranfm vifiorum, quam apud Graces omnia precept a phihfophorum : t£ The ig¬ 
norance of vices is more powerful among thofe, than all the precepts of philofophy are 
among the Greeks.” 

For they are to this day happily ignorant of many vices that are pra£tifod in the 
learned and polite world ; I could mention feveral, for which they have not as yet got 
a name, or fo much as a notion of them. 

The diet generally ufed by the natives confifts of frefn food, for they feldom tafte 
any that is faked, except butter; the generality eat but little fiefh, and only perfons 
of diftm&ion eat it every day, ajtd make three meals, for all the reft eat only two, and 
they eat more boiled than roafted. Their ordinary diet is butter, cheefe, milk, pota¬ 
toes, colworts, brochan, i* e* oatmeal and water boiled ; the latter taken with feme 
bread is the conftant food of feveral thoufands of both fexes in this and other ifles, 
during the winter and fpring: yet they undergo many fatigues both by fea and land, 
and are very healthful. This verifies what the poet faith, Popuih fat ejl lymphaque Cc~ 
refqve : Nature is fatisfied with bread and water. 

There is no place fo well ftored with fuch great quantity of good beef and mutton, 
where fo little is confumed by eating* They generally ufe no fine fauces to entice a 
falfe appetite, nor brandy or tea for digeflion ; thepureft water ferves them in fuch 

6 cafes: 
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cafes: this, together with their ordinary exercife, and the free air, preferves their bo¬ 
dies and minds in a regular frame, free from the various convulfions that ordinarily at¬ 
tend luxury. There is not one of them too corpulent, nor too meagre. 

The men-fervants have always double the quantity of bread, &c. that is given to 
women-fervants; at which the latter are no ways offended, in regard of the many 
fatigues by fea and land, which the former undergo. 

Don, which in Englifh fignifies froth, is a difh ufed by feveral of the iHanders, and 
fome on the oppofite main-land, in time of fcarcity, when they want bread ; it is made 
in the following manner: a quantity of milk or whey is boiled in a pot, and then it is 
wrought up to the mouth of the pot with a long ftick of wood, having a crofs at the 
lower-end ; it is turned about like the flick for making chocolate; and being thus 
made, it is fupped with fpoons. It is made up five or fix times, in the fame manner, 
and the laft is always reckoned belt, and the firft two or three frothings the worft ;■ 
the milk or whey that is in the bottom of the pot is reckoned much better in all re- 
fpefts than fimpls milk. It may be thought that fuch as feed after this rate, are not 
fit for aftion of any kind ; but I have leen feveral that lived upon this fort of food, 
made of whey only, for feme months together, and yet they were able to undergo the 
ordinary fatigue of their employments, whether by fea or land ; and I havefeen them 
travel to the tops of high mountains, as brilkly as any I ev^r faw. 

Some who live plentifully make this dilh as abovefaid of goats’ milk, which is faid 
to be nourithing ; the milk is thickened, and taltes much better after fo much work¬ 
ing ; fome add a little butter and nutmeg to it, I was treated with this difh in feveral 
places, and, being afked whether this faid difh or chocolate was belt ? 1 told them that 
if we judged by the effects, this dilh was preferable to chocolate; for fuch as drink 
often of the former, enjoy a better ftate of health, than thofe who ufe the latter. 

Grad dan. 

The ancient way of drefling corn, which is yet ufed in feveral ifles, is called grad- 
dan, from the Iri/h word grad; which fignifies quick. A woman fitting down, takes 
a handful of corn, holding it by the llalks in her left hand, and then lets fire to the 
ears, which are prei'ently in a flame; file has a ftick in her right hand, which file 
manages very dexternufly, beating off the grain at the very inftant, when the hufk is 
quite burnt; for if file mifs of that Hie mu ft ufe the kiln, but experience has taught 
them this art to perfection. The corn may be fo dreffed, winnowed, ground, and 
baked, within an hour after reaping from the ground. The oat bread dreffed as above 
is loofening, and that dreffed in the kiln allringent, and of greater ftrength for la¬ 
bourers ; but they love the graddmi, as being more agreeable to their tafte. This 
barbarous cuftom is much laid afide, fince the number of their mills increafed. Capt. 
Fairweather, mafter of an Englifh vefftl, having dropt anchor at Bernera of Glenleg 
over againft Skie, faw two women at this employment, and, wondering to fee fo much 
flame and finoak, he came near, and finding that it was corn they burnt, he run 
away in great hafte, telling the natives that he had feen two mad women very 
bufy burning com: the people came to fee what the matter was, and laughed at the 
Captain’s miftake, though he was not a little furprifed at the ftrangenels of a cuftom 
that he had never feen or heard of before. 

There are two fairs of late held yearly at Portry on the eaft fide of Skie : the con¬ 
venience of the harbour, which is in the middle of the ifle, made them choofe this 
for the fitted place. The firft holds about the middle of June, the fecond about the 
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beginning; of September. T|ie various produfts of this and the adjacent ifles and con- 
linent are fold here, viz. horfes, cows, fheep, goats, hides, Ikins, butter, cheefe, fifli, 
wool, &c. 

t All the horfes arid cows fold at the fair fwim to the main land over one of the ferries 
or founds called Kyks $ one of which la on the eaft, the other on the fouth fide of Side. 
That on the eaft is about a mile broad, and-the other on the fouth is half a mile; they 
begin when it is near low water, and fatten a twitted wyth about the lower jaw of each 
cow, the other end of the wyth is fattened to another cow’s tail, and the number fo tied 
together is commonly five. A boat with four oars rows off', and a man fitting in the 
flern, holds the wyth in his hand to keep up the foremoft cow’s head ; and tons all die 
five cows fwim as faft as the boat rows ; and in this manner above an hundred may be 
be ferried over in one day. Thefe cows are fomerimes drove above four hundred miles 
further fouth ; they loon grow fat, and prove fweet and tender beef. 

*Their Habit . 

The firft habit wore by perfons of diftinftion in the iflands was the lenUcrokh , from 
the Irilh word lem 9 which fignifies a fhirt, and crotch faffron, becaufe their lliirt was 
dyed with that herb : the ordinary number of ells ufed to make this robe was twenty- 
four; it was the upper garb, reaching below the knees, and was tied with a belt round 
the middle: but the iflanders have laid it afide about a hundred years ago. 

They now generally ufe coat, waiftcoat, and breeches, as eliewhere; and on their 
heads wear bonnets made of thick cloth, fome blue, feme black, and feme grey. 

Many of the people wear trowis : fome have them very fine woven like dockings of 
thofe made of cloth ; feme are coloured, and others ftrlped : the latter are as well 
ifaaped as the former, lying clofe to the body from the middle downwards, and tied 
round with a belt above the haunches. There is a fquare piece of cloth which hangs 
down before. The meafure for fhaping the trowis is a ttick of wood, whofe length is 
a cubit, and that divided into the length of a finger, and half a finger; fo that it re¬ 
quires more fkili to make it than the ordinary habit. 

The fooes anciently wore were a piece of the hide of a deer, cow, or horfe, with the 
hair on, being tied behind and before with a point of leather. The generality now wear 
fnoes, having one thin foal only, and fhaped after the right and left foot ; fo that what 
is for one foot will not ferve the other. 

But perfons of diftindlion wear the garb in fafhion in the fouth of Scotland. 

The plaid, wore only by the men, is made of fine wool, the thread as fine as can be 
made of that kind; it confifts of divers colours, and there is a great deal of ingenuity 
required in forting the colours, fo as to be agreeable to the nicett fancy. For this 
reafon the women are at great pains fir ft to give an exa£t pattern of the plaid upon 
a piece of wood, having the number of every thread of the ft ripe on it. The length 
of it is commonly feven double ells ; the one end hangs by the middle over the left 
arm, the other going round the body, hangs by the end over the left arm alio : the 
right hand above it is to be at liberty to do any thing upon occafion. Every ifle differs 
from each other in their fancy of making plaids, as to the (tripes in breadth, and colours. 
This humour is as different through the main land qf the Highlands, in fo far that they 
who have feen thofe places arc able, at the firtt view of a man’s plaid, to guefs the place 
of his refidence. 

When they travel on foot, the plaid is tied on the bread with a bodkin of bone or 
wood (juft as the/pina wore by the Germans, according to the defcrlption of C.Tacitus;: 

the 


WESTERN ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND* 


64I 

the plad is tied round the middle with a leather belt; it is plaited from the belt to the 
knee very nicely : this drefs for footmen is found much eafier and lighter than breeches 
or trawis. 

The ancient drefs wore by the women, and which is yet wore by feme of the vulgar, 
called arifad , is a white plad, having a few fmall flripes of black, blue, and.red ; it 
reached from the neck to the heels, and was tied before on the breatft with a buckle of 
filver or brafs, according £0 the quality of the perfon. I have feen feme of the former 
of an hundred marks value; it was broad as an ordinary pewter plate, the whole curb 
oufly engraven with various animals, ike. There was a leffer buckle, which was wore 
m the middle of the larger, and above two ounces weight; it had m the centre a large 
piece ofchryftal, or feme finer (tone, and this was fet all round with fevernUiner 1 tones 
ol a leffer fize. 

The plad being plaited all round, was tied with a belt below the bread ; the belt 
was of leather, and feveral pieces of filver intermixed with the leather like a chain. 
The lower end of the belt has a piece of plate about eight inches long, and three in 
breadth, curioirfly engraven j the end of which was adorned with fine (tones, or pieces 
of red cool They wore fleeves of fcarlet doth, clofed at the end as men's veils, with 
gold lace round them, having plate buttons fet with fine [tones. The head drefs was a 
fine kerchief of linen ftrait about the head, hanging down the back taper-wife ; a large 
lock of hair hangs down their cheeks above their bread, the lower end tied with a knot 
of ribbands. 

The ifianders have a great refpeft for their chiefs and heads of tribes, and they con¬ 
clude grace after every meal with a petition to God for their welfare and profperiry 
Neither will they, as far as in them lies, fuffer them to fink under any misfortune ; but 
in caleof a decay of eflate, make a voluntary contribution on their behalf, as a common 
duty, to fuppoit the credit of their families. 

Way of Fighting* 

The ancient way of fighting was by fet battles; and for arms, fome had broad two* 
handed fwords and head-pieces, and others bows and arrows* When all their arrows 
were fpenr, they attacked one another with fword in hand* Since the invention of 
guns, they are very early accuftonied to ufe them, and carry their pieces with them 
wherever they go: they likewife learn to handle the broadsword and target* The 
chief of each tribe advances with his foliowers within [hot of the enemy, having firft 
laid afide their upper garments ; and after one general difeharge, they attack them with 
fword in hand, having their target on their left hand (as they did at Killicranky), which 
foon brings the matter to an ifiur, and verifies the obfervaiion made of them by your 
hiftorians: 

Aid mors cito, aut vision a lata. 

This ifle is divided into three parts, which are ppfieJTed by different proprietors. The 
fouthern part, called Slait, is - the property and title of Sir Donald Macdonald, knight 
and baronet; his family is always dikinguifiled from all the tribes of his name, by the 
Irifh as well as Englifh, and called Mac-Donald abfolutely, and by way of excellence, he 
being reckoned by genealogifts and all others the firft for antiquity, among all the an¬ 
cient tribes, both in the Hies and continent* He is lineally ddeended from Sommcrled 
who* according to Buchanan, was thane of Argyll He got the Hies into his poffeflion 
by virtue of his wife’s right; his fon was called Donald, and from him all the families 
vox*, in. 4 n 0 f 
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of tlie name Mac Donald are defce ruled. He was the fir ft of that name who had the 
title of King of the Hies. One of that name ftibfcribing a charter granted by the King 
of" Scots to the family' of Roxburgh, writes as follows : Donald, King of the Ifles, 

witncfs,” He would not pay homage to the King for the ifles, but only For the lands 
which he held of him on the continent. 

One of Donald’s fufcceffors married a daughter of King Robert XI., the firfX of the 
name of Stuart, by whom he acquired feveral lands in the Highlands. The earldom of 
Rofs came to this family, by marrying the heirefs of the houfe of I.efly. One of the 
Earls of Rofs, call d Jol n, being of an eafy temper, and too liberal to the church, and 
to his vatfals and fri.nds, his lbn iEneas (by Buchanan called Donald) was fo oppofne 
to his father’s conduct, that he gathered together an army to oblige him from giving 
away any more of his etlale. The father railed an army againft his fon, and foughr 
him at fea, on the coalf of Mull; the place is fince called the B food y-bay : the fon 
however had the viffory. This difpofed the father to go Straight to the King, and make 
over the right of all his eflate to him. The fon kept pofleffion fome time after; how¬ 
ever tins occafioned the fall of that great family, though there are yet extant feveral 
ancient tribes of the name, both in the ifles and continent. Thus far the genealogift 
Mac-Vurich, and Hugh Mac-Donald, in their manuscripts. 

The next adjacent part to Slait, and joining it on the north fide, is Strath ; it is the 
property of the laird of Mac-Kin non, head of an ancient tribe. 

On the north-well fide of Strath lies that part of Skie called Macleod’s country, pofo 
feffed by Macleod. Genealogists fay he is lineally defeended from Leod, fon to the 
black prince of Man; he is head of an ancient tribe. 

The barony of Troternefs, on the north fide of Skie, belongs to Sir Donald Mac¬ 
Donald ; the proprietors and all the inhabitants are protellants, except twelve, who are 
Roman Catholics. The former obferve the fellivals of Chriftmas, Ealter, Good-Friday, 
and that of St. Michael’s. Upon the latter they have a cavalcade in each parilh, and 
feveral families bake the cake called St. Michael’s bannock. 

Boot. 

THE ifle of Boot, being ten miles in length, lies on the well fide of Cowal, from 
which it is feparated by a narrow channel, in feveral parts not a miie broad. The 
north end of this ifle is mountainous and heathy, being more defigned for patlurage 
than cultivation : the mould is brown or black, and in fome parts clayey ; the ground- 
yields a good produce of oats, barley, and peafe: there is but little wood growing there, 
yet there is a coppice at the fide of Loch-fad. The ground is arable from the middle 
to the fouthward, the hectic-ftone is to be had in many parts of this ifle ; and there is 
a quarry of red fione near the town of Rofa, by which the fort there, and the chapel 
on its north fide, have been built. Rothfay, the head town of the (hire of Boot and 
Arran, lies on the eafl coalt of Boot, and is one of the titles of the Prince of Scotland :• 
King Robert III. created his fon Duke of Rothfay, and tteward ol Scotland and after¬ 
wards Queen Mary created the Lord Darn ley Duke of Kothfay, before her marriage 
with him. This town is a very ancitiu ruyal borough, but thinly peopled, there not 
being above a hundred families in it, and they have no foreign trade. On ihe north 
fide of Rothfay there is a very ancie >t ruinous fort, round in form, having a thick wail, 
and bout three ftories high, and paflages round within the wall; it is furrounded with 
a wet ditch ; it has a gate on the fouth, and a double gate on the eafl, and a batlion on 
each fide the gate, and without thefe there is a draw-bridge, and the fea flows within 
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fortv yards of it. The fort is large enough for exercifing a battalion of men ; u has a 
oh3pci and feveral little houfes within, and a large houfe of four ftones high fiomm^ 
the c-’flern tmle. The people here have a tradition, that this foituas bunt l} « 

Rofth'ta S laid to have come to this We before King l'«g<« I. 1 He other forts ate 

Tfoivn-Owle and Down-Allin, both on the welt lide. 

Th-Sches here are as follow : Kilmichel, Kil-Blain, and kil-Chattan m the fouth 
parifh ; mid Lady- Kirk in Rothfay is the moft northerly panlb : all the inhabitants are 

Pr Tl^Sves here are not troubled with any epidemical difeafe : the fmall-pox vifits 
them commonly once every fixth or feventh year. The oldeit man now living■ m this 
ifl e i s one Fleming, a weaver, m Rothfay; his neighbours told me that he could never 
cafe nature at fea, who is ninety years of age- _ The inhabitants generally fpeat ie 
Endifh and lrilh tongue, and wear the fame habit with thofe of the other iflands; ney 
me very induftrious fifhers, efpecially for herring, for winch uie they are furmflied with 
about eighty large boats: the tenants pay their rent with the piofit of herrings, if they 

Tfc ro be h^id any where on the weftern coaft. c t • 

The principal heretors here are Stuart of Boot, who is hereditary fhenff of thuHhm. 
and hath his feat in Rofa : Ballanrine of Kearns, whofe feat is at the head of the bay of 
that name, and has an orchard by it: Stuart of Efuck, whofe feat has a park and oi- 
chard. And about a mile to the fouth of Rothfay, next lies two ifles called Cumbi ay 
the Greater, and the Leffer; the former is within a League of Boot, i his ifland has a 
chaoel and a welL which the natives efteem a catholicon for all diLeale^ 1 his illeie a 
mile in length, but the other ifle is much lefs in compafs. Both ifles are uie property of 
Montgomery of Skehnorly. 

Arran. 

THE name of this ifle is by Fame derived from nr ran, which in the Irifh language 
fignifies bread : others think it comes more probably from arin or arfyn, which in then 
language is as much as the place of the giant Fin- Mac- Gold's ilaughter or execution ; 
foraar fignifies daughter, and fo they will have arin only the contraction of arrin or Jin. 
The received tradition of the great giant Fin-Mac-Coul’s military valour, which he ex- 
ercifed upon the ancient natives here, feems to favour this conjecture ; this they lay is 
evident from the many Hones fet up in divers places of the iile, as monuments upon the 
graves of perfons of note that were killed in battle. This ifle is twenty-four miles from 
fouth to north, and feven miles from eaft'to well : it lies between the ifle of Boot and 
Kvntvre, in the oppofite main land. The ifle is high and mountainous, but Hopes on 
each fide round the coaft, and the glen is only made ufe of for tillage, fhe mountains 
near Brodick-bay are of a confiderable height; all the hills generally afford a good pai- 
turage, thouch a&reat part of them be covered only with heath. 

The mould here is of divers colours, being black and brown near the hills, and clayey 

The natives told me that fome places of the ifle afford fullers-earth. 1 he coaft on 
the eaft fide is rocky near the fhore ; the ftones on the coaft, for fome miles beneath 
Brodick, are all of a red colour, and of tliete the caftle ol Brodick is built. 1 he natives 
fay that the mountains near tlie caftle of Brotiick afford cry Hal, and that the Duchels 
of Hamilton put fo great a value on it, ?s to be at the charge of cutting a necklace of it; 
which the inhabitants take as a great honour done them, becaufe they have a great ve¬ 
neration for her Grace. There is no confiderable woods here, but a few coppices, >et 
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that in the glen Towards the weft is above a mile in length. There are capacious fields 
of arable ground on each fide Brodick-bay, as alfo on the oppofite v.eftern coaft. The 
largeft and belt field for pa I tin-age is that on the- fputh-weft fide. 

Several rivers on each fide ihis ifle afford falmon, particularly the two rivers on the 
.well called Mackir-fide, and the two in Kirkniichel and Brodick-bay. 

The air here is temperately cold and mcift, which is in fame ineafure qualified bv the 
frefh breezes that blow from the hills; but the natives think a dram of itrong-waters is 
a good corrective. 

There are feveral caves on the coaft of this ifle : thofe on the weft are pretty large, 
particularly that in Druim-cruey, a hundred men may fit or lie in it ■, it is contracted 
gradually from the floor-upwards to the roof- In the upper end there is a large piece 
of rock formed like a pillar; there is engraven on it a deer, and underneath it a two- 
handed fword; there is a void fpace on each fide this pillar. 

i he fouth fide of the cave has a horfe-lhoe engraven on it. Ou each fide the door 
there is a hole cut out, and that they fay was for holding big trees, on which the caul¬ 
drons hang for boiling their beef and venifon. The natives fay that this was the cave in 
which Fin-Mac-Coul lodged during the time of his refidence in this ifle, and that his 
guards lay in the lefler caves, which are near this big one : there is a little cave joining* 
to the largeft, and this they call the cellar. 

There is a cave fome miles more foutherly on the fame coaft, and they told me that 
the minifter preached in it fometimes, in regard of its being more centrical than the 
pariih church. 

Several ere£ted ftones are to be feen on each fide this ifle: four of thefe are near 
Brodick-bay, about the diftance of feventy yards from the river, and are feven feet hi<rit 
each, I he higheft of thefe ftones that fell under my obfervation was on the fouth fide 
of Kirkmichel river, and is above fifteen feet high; there is a ftone coffin near it, which 
has been filled with human bones, until of late that the river wafhed away the earth, 
and the bones that were in the coffin: Mac-Louis, who had feen them, fays they were 
of no larger fize than thofe of our own time. On the weft fide there are three ftones 
ereftcd in Baelliminich, and a fourth at fome diftance from thefe, about fix feet high 
each. In the moor on the eaft fide Druim-cruey there is a circle of ftones, the areafe 
about thirty paces; there is a ftone of the fame ihape and kind about forty paces to the 
weft of the circle: the natives fay that this circle was made by the giant Fin-Mac-Coul, 
and that to the Angle ftone, Bran, Fin-Mac-Coul’s hunting-dog, was ufually tied! 
About half a mile to the north fide Baelliminich there are two ftones erefted each of 
them eight feet high. 

There is a circle of big ftones a little to the fouth of Druim-cruey, the area of which 
is about twelve paces; there is a broad thin ftone in the middle of this circle, fupported 
by three lefler ftones : the ancient inhabitants are reported to have burnt their facrifices 
on-the broad ftone in time of heathenifm. 

There is a thin broad ftone tapering towards the top, ere&ed within a quarter of a 
mile of the fea, near Machir river, and is nine feet high; and at fome little diftance from 
the river there is a large cavern of ftones. 

I here is an eminence of about a thoufand paces in compafs on the fea-coaft in Druim- 
cruey village, and it is fenced about with a ftone wall: of old it was a fanftuary, and 
whatever number of men or cattle could get within it were fecured from the affaults of 
their enemies, the place being privileged by uniyerfal confent. 

.„ only good harbour in this ifle is Lamlafti, which is in the fouth-eaft end of the 
ale of that name. 


There 
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There is a great filhing of cod and whiting in and about this bay. _ 

The whole ifle is defined by nature more for pafturage than cultivation ; the hills 
are generally covered all over with heath, and produce a mixture of the erica bacafira, 
cat’s-tail, and juniper, all which are very agreeable to the eye m the fummer. I he 
higheft hills of this ifland are feen at a conhderable diftance from feveral parts ot me 
continent and north-weft ifles, and they ferve inftead of a foreft to maintain the deer 
which are about four hundred in number, and they are carefully kept by a forefter, to 
oive fport to the Duke of Hamilton, or any of his family that go a hunting there; tor 
if any of the natives happen to kill a deer without licence, which is not often grantee, 
he is liable to a fine of twenty pounds Scots tor each deer: and when they grow too 
numerous, the forefter grants licences for killing a certain number of them, on condition 

they bring the fkins to hiinfelf. tr „ , 

The cattle here are horfes and cows of a middle fi^e, and they have aho iheep and 
treats. This ifle affords the common fea and land fowls that are to be^ had in the 
weftern ifles. The black cock is not allowed to be killed here without a licence ; the 

tranfgreflbrs are liable to a fine. . . 

The caftle of Brodick, on the north fide of the bay of that name, lianas on a plain, 
from which there is about four hundred paces of a gradual delcent towards the lea. 

This caftle is built in a long form y from fouth to north there is a wall of two (tones 
high, that encompaffcs the caftle and tower: the fpace within the wall on the fouth fide 
the caftle is capable of muttering a battalion of men. 

The caftle is four ftories high, and has a tower of great height joined to the north fide, 
and that has a bullion clofe to it, to which a lower billion is added. The fouth and weft 
fides are furrounded with a broad wet ditch, but the call and north fides have a dcicent 
which will not admit of a wet ditch. The gate looks to the eaft. ft his caftle is the 
Duke of Hamilton’s feat, when his Grace or any of the family make their fummer vilit 
to this ifland. r fhe bailiff or fteward has his refidence in this caftle, and he has a de¬ 
putation to act with full power to levy the rents, give leafes of the lands, and hold 

courts of juftice. , 

ft here is another caftle belonging to the Duke in the north fide of the me, at the 
head of Loch-Keniftil, in which there is a harbour for barks and boats. ^ 1 he ifle ot 
Arran is the Duke of Hamilton’s property (a very final! part excepted) ; it lies in the 
lheriffdom of Boot, and made part of the diocefe of Argyle. 

The inhabitants of this ifland are compofed of feveral tribes. The mod ancient fa¬ 
mily among them is by the natives reckoned to be Mac-Louis, which in the ancient 
language fignifies the foil of Lewis: t'hey own themfelves to be defeended of French 
parentage, their firname in Englilh is Fullerton, and their title Kirk-Michell, the place 
of theij'’refidence. If tradition be true, this little family is laid to be of feven hundred 
years Handing. The prefent poffeffor obliged me with the fight of his old and new 
charters, by which he is one of the King’s coroners within this ifland, and as fuch, he 
hath a halbert peculiar to his office ; he has his right of late from the family ol Ha¬ 
milton, wherein his title and perquifites of coroner are confirrried to him and his heirs. 
He is obliged to have three men to attend him upon all public emergencies, and he is 
bound by his office to purfue all malefaHors, and to deliver them to the fteward, or in 
his abfence to the next judge. And if any of the inhabitants refufe to pay their rents at 
the ufual term, the coroner is bound to take him perfonalIy,or to feize his goods. And 
if it Ihould happen that the coroner with his retinue of three men is not fufficieni to put 
his office in execution, then he fummons all the inhabitants to concur with him y and 
immediately they rendezvous to the place, where he fixes his coroner’s Half, ft’he per¬ 
quifites 
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quffiles due to the coroner are a firlet or bufhel of oats, and. a iamb from every viHa^e 
in the ifle; both which arc punftually paid him at the ordinary terms. 

r I he inhabitants ol this ifle are well proportioned, generally brown, and feme of a 
black complexion: they enjoy a good {fate of health, and have a genius for all callings 
or employments, though they have but few mechanicks: they wear the fame habit 
with thole of the nearelt ifles, and are very civil; they ail fpeafc, the Irifh language, vet 
the F.nglifli tongue prevails on the ealt fide, and ordinarily the minifters preach in it, 
aixl in Irilli on the weft fide. Their ordinary afleveration is by Kale, fot 1 did not hear 
any oath.in the-ifland. 

The Churches in this JJls are, 

Kilbride in the fouth-eafl, Kilmore in the fouth, Cabel-TJnal a chapel, Kilmichel 
in the village of that name, St. James’s church at the north end. 

The natives are all proteftants, they obferve the feftivals of Chriftaias, Good-Friday, 
and E after. 1 had like to have forgot a valuable curiofity in this ifle, which they call 
haul nudity, i. e.molingus his Hone globe: this faint was chaplain to Mac-donald of the 
ifles ; his name is celebrated here on the account of this globe, fo much efteemed by the 
inhabitants. This ftone for its intrinftc value has been carefully tranfmiued to pofteritv ” 
.for lev era 1 ages. It is a green ftone much like a globe in figure, about the bknefs of a 
goofe egg. 

The virtue of it is to remove flitches from the ftdes of lick perfons, by laying it clofe to 
the place affe&ed ; and if the patient does not out-live the diftemper, they fay the ftone 
removes out of the bed of its uwn accord, and e contra. The natives ufe this Hone for 
I wearing decifive oaths upon it. 

They aferibe another extraordinary virtue to it, and it is this : the credulous vulgar 
firmly believe that if this ftone is call among the front of an enemy, they will all run 
away; and that as often as the enemy rallies, if this ftone is caft among them they Hill 
lofe courage, and retire. They fay that Mac donald of the ifles carried this ftone about 
him, and i hat victory was always on his fide when he threw it among the enemy. The 
cuftody of this globe is the peculiar privilege of a little family called Clan-chat ton's 
alias Mac-intofh ; they were ancient followers of Mac don a Id of the ifles. This ftone 
is now in the cuftody of Margaret Miller, alias Mac-Intofli: /lie lives in Baellmianicb 
and preferves the globe with abundance of care; it is wrapped up in fair linen cloth’ 
and about that there is a piece of woollen cloth, and file keeps it ftill locked up in her 
dieft* when it is not given out to exert its qualities. r 


Ijlcfay, 

IS a big rock, about fix leagues to the foiith-weft of Arran; itrifes in form of a fugar- 
Toaf, but the top is plain, and large enough for drawing up a thoufand men in ranks • 
there is a frefh water lake in the middle of the plain, the whole ifle is covered with 
long grafs, and is inaccefiible, except on the Ibiuh-weft fide, by a flair-cut out in the 
> } n v ^ e middle of it there is a fmall tower of three ftories high with the top. 
lhere is a frefh water fpring iffuing out of the fide of this great rock ^ below the entry 
there is a place where the fifhers take up their refidence during their flay about this rock 

m quell of cod and ling ; and there is a good anchorage for their veflels, very near 
ineir tents. 7 3 
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This rock in the fummcr time abounds with variety offea-fowl, that build ^nd ha ch 
in it. The Solan geefe and culterneb are moft numerous here; the latter are by the 
m *rs called Albamvh^ which in the ancient : Injh language figwfies beat . men. 

The ifle hath a chapel on the top called Fmnnay, and an ancient pavement, or came 

V toy is the Earl of Card's property, the tenant who farms it pays him one hun- 
dV ■ merks Scotsvearlv; the product of the ifle is hogs, fowl, down, anl fi . 1 he 

iL Avon, above a mile in circumference, lies to the louth of Kmtyre Mule; it hath a 

harbour for barks on the north. 

The Ifle Glgay. 

THE ifle Gigay lies about a league from Lergie on the weft fide of Kint|re;^ « 
four miles in length, and one in breadth, was formerly in the diocele, and is Ihll part of 
the fl Idom of Argyie. This ifle is for the moft part arable but rocky m other parts: 
ti motoSwS clayey, inclining to red; it is good for pa ft urage and cultiva- 
lion The corn mowing here is oats and barley. The cattle bred here are cows, 
horfes* and flieepf There is a church in this ifland called Kil chattan, it has an altar in 
theeaft-end, and upon it a font of ftone which is very large, and hath a final! hok in the 
middle which .oes quite through it. There are ieveral tomb-ft ones in and about this 
church; the family of the Mac-neils, the principal pofleflors of this ifle, are bun.d un¬ 
der the tomb-ffones on the eaft fide the church, where there 1S a plat of ground fei apar. 
tor them. Moft of all the tombs have a two handed iword engraven on them, and there 

is one that has the representation of a man upon it. ...... r- 

Near the weft fide the church there is a ftone of about flxteen feet high, and four 
broad, erefted upon the eminence. About fixty yards diftance from the chapel there 
is a (quart; ftone erefted about ien feet high ; at this the ancient inhabitants bowed, be- 
caufe it was there where thev had the firit view of the church. 

There is a crofs four feet high at a little diftance, and a cavern of ftone on each fide' 

°‘ This ifle affords no wood of any kind, but a few bufhes of juniper on the little hills. 
The (tones, upon which the feurf corkir grows, which dyes a crimlon colour, are found 
here: as aifo thofe thar produce the crottil, which dyes a plulainot colour, borne ot 
the natives told me that they ufed to chewr nettles, and hold them to ttieir no finis to 
ftanch bleeding at the nofe; and that nettles being applied to the place, would alio 

flop bleeding at,a vein, or oiherwife. . 

There is a well in the north end of this ifle called Toulnr-more, t.e. a great well, be¬ 
came of its effects, for which it is famous among the iiklUers ; who together with ihe- 
inhabitants ule it as a cathoiicon for difeafes. It is covered with ftone and cay, betasie 
-the natives &.cy that the Cream that flows from it might over-flow the ifle ; and it is al¬ 
ways opened by a 1 rirocb, i. e. an inmate, elfe they think it Would not exert its virtues. 
They aferibe. cue very extraordinary effect to it, and it is this; that when any foreign 
boats are wind bound here (which often happens) the mailer of the boat ordinarily- 
<uv<?s the native that lets the water run, a piece ot money ; and they lay, that nnmedi- 
Sely afterwards the wind changes in favour of thofe that are thus detained by contrary 
winds. Every ftramrer than goes to drink of the water of ihis well, is accullOmed to 
leave on its ftone cover a piece of money, a needle, pin, or one of the prettiett variegated 
(tones they can find. 
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The inhabitants are all protcftants, and fpeak the Iriih tongue generally, there being 
but few that fpeak Englilh : they are grave and referred in their converfation ; they 
are accuflomed not to bury on Friday ; they are fair or brown in complexion, and ufe 
the fame habit, diet, &c. that is made ufe of in the adjacent continent and Hies. There 
is only one inn in this ifle. 

The iile Carav lies a quarter of a mile fouth from Gigay ; it is about a mile in com- 
pafs, affords good paflurage, and abounds with coneys. There is a harbour for barks 
on the nortlveaft end of it. This ifland is the property of MaoAlefler of Lergy, a 
family of the Macdonalds, 

Jurah. 

THE ifle of Jurah is, by a narrow channel of about half a mile broad, feparated from 
Ila. The natives lay that Jurah is fo called from Dih and Rah, two brethren, who are 
believed to have been Danes: the names Dih and Rah figni tying as much as without 
grace or profperity* Tradition fays, that thefe two brethren fought and killed one an¬ 
other in the village Knock-Cronm, where there are two fiones erected of feven feet 
high each, and under them, they fay, there are urns with the allies of the two brothers ; 
the diftance between them is about fixty yards* The ifle is mountainous along the 
middle, where there are four hills of a tonfiderable height; the two higheff are well 
known to fea-faring men, by the name of the Paps of Jurah; they are very confpicu- 
ous from all quarters of fea and land in thofe parts. 

This ifle is twenty-four miles long, and in Tome places fix or feven miles in breadth ; 
it is the Duke of Argyle*s property, and part of the fheriffdom of Argyle: 

The mold is brown and greyifh on the ccaft, and black in the hills, which are co¬ 
vered with heath, and feme grafs, that proves good pafturcge for their cattle, which 
are horfes, cows, fheep, and goats. There is variety of land and water-fowl here* 
The hills ordinarily have about three hundred deer grazing on them, which are not to 
be hunted by any, without the fleward’s hcence. This ifle is pci haps the wholefomefi 
plat of ground eirher in the ifies or continent of Scotland, as appears by the long life 
of the natives, and their ftate of health ; to which the height of the hills is believed to 
contribute in a large measure, by the frefli breezes of wind that come from them to 
purify the air: whereas Ilay and Gigay on each fide this ifle, are much lower, and are 
not fo wholefoine by far, being liable to feveral difeafes th t are not here. The inhabi¬ 
tants obferve, that the air of this place is perfectly pure, from the middle of March till 
the end or middle of September. There is no epidemical difotfe that prevails here: 
fevers are but feldom obferved by the natives, and any kind of flux is rare ; the gout and 
agues are not fo much as known by them, neither are they liable to fdarica. Convul- 
flans, vapours, palfies, forfeits, lethargies, megrims, confumptions, rickets, pains of the 
ftomach, or coughs, are not frequent here, and none of them are at any time obferved 
to become mad. I was told by feveral of the natives, that there was not one woman 
died of child-bearing there thefe thirty-four years paft. Blood-letting and purging are 
not ufed here. 

If any contract a cough, they ufe brochan only to remove it. If after a fever one 
chance to be taken ill of a flitch, they take a quantity of lady-wrack, and half as much 
of red-fog, and boil them in water; the patients fit upon the veffel, and receive the 
fume, which by experience they find effectual againft this diftemper* Fevers and the 
diarrheas are found here only when the air is foggy and warm, in winter or fumrner. 
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The inhabitants for their diet make ufe of beef ami motion in the whiter and iprmg » 
as alfo of iifli, butter, cheefe, and milk- lhe vulgar take Lrochan IrequAitly for theii 
diet during the winter and ip ring; and brochau and bread uied for the fpace of two 

days, reflates loft appetite. - ‘ 

The women of all ranks eat a lefler quantity of food than rive men : this and them 
not wearing any thing ftrait about them, is believed to contribute much to the health 
both of the mothers and children. 

There are feyerat fountains of excellent water in this iflo: the moft celebrated of them 
is that of the mountain Beinbrek in the Tarbat, called Toubir ni Lechkin, that is, the 
well in a ftony defcent; it runs eafterly, and they commonly reckon it to be lighter by 
one half than any other water in this ifle : for though one drink a great quantity oi it 
at a time, the belly is not levelled, or any ways burdened by it. Natives and ft rangers 
find it efficacious again ft naufeoufnefe oi the ftoinacb, and the ilone. Ills rivgr Nifla 
receives all the water that iffuesfrom the well, and this is the real on they give why lal- 
nsons here are in gooduefs and tafte far above thofe of any other liver whatever. The 
river of Cfokbreck affords Jalinon alio, but they are not efteemed fo good as thofe of 
the river Nifla. 

Several of the natives have lived to a great age : I was told that one of them, called 
Gillour Mac-crain, lived to have kept one hundred and eighty Chriftmaifes in his own 
houfe; he died about fifty years ago, and there are feVeral of his acquaintance living 
to this day, from whom I had this account. 

Bailiff Campbell lived to the age of one hundred and fix years, he died three years 
he paifed the thirty-three iafl years before his death in this ifle. Donald Mac 


asto. 


N’Mill, who lives in the village of Killearn at prefent, is arrived at the age of ninety 
years. 

A woman of the ifle of Scorba, near the north- end of this ifle, lived fevenfeore years, 
and enjoyed the free ufe of her lenfes and umlerftanding alt her days : it is now two 
years fince (he died. 

There is a large cave, called King’s Cave, on the weft fide of the Tarbat, near the 
fea; there is a well at the entry, which renders it the more convenient for fuch as may 
have occafion to lodge in it. 

About two miles further from the Tarbat, there is a cave at Corpich which hath an 
altar in it; there are many finall pieces of petrified lubftance hanging from the roof of 
this cave. 

There is a place where veflels ufe to anchor on the weft fide of this ifiand called 
Whitfarlan, about one hundred yards north from the porter’s houfe. 

About four leagues fouth from the north end of this ifle, lies the bay Da’l Yaul, 
which is about hall a mile in length; there is a rock on the north fide of the entry, 
which they fay is five fathom deep, and but three fathom within. 

About a league further to the fouth on the fame coaft, lies the finall ifles of Jurhli, 
within which, there is a good anchoring place; the fouth entry is thebeft : iflantl Nin 
Gowir mull be kept on the left hand; it is eafily diflinguifhed by its bignefs from 
the reft of the ifles. Conney ifle lies to the north of this ifiand. There are black and 
white fpotted ferpents in this ifle; their head being applied to the wound, is by the na¬ 
tives uied as the beft remedy for their poifon. Within a mile of the Tarbat there is a 
ftone ereflred about eight feet high. Loch-Taibat on the weft fide runs eafterlv for about 
five miles, but is not a harbour for veflels, or lefler boats, for it is altogether rocky. 

The fhoreon the weft fide affords coral and coraline. There is a fort of dulfe Grow¬ 
ing on this coaft, of a white colour. 
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Between the north end of Jurah, and the ifle Scarba, lies the famous and dangerous 
gulph, called Cory Vrekan, about a mile in breadth ; it yields an impetuous current* 
not to be matched any where about the ifle of Britain. The fea begins to boil and fer¬ 
ment with the tide of flood, and refembtes the boiling of a pot ; and then iacreafes 
gradually, until it appear in many whirlpools, which form themfelves in fort of pyra¬ 
mids, and immediately after fpout up as high as the matt of the little veffel, and at the 
fame time make a loud report. Thefe white waves run two leagues with the wind be¬ 
fore they break ; the fea continues to repeat thefe various motions from the beginning 
of the tide of flood, until it is more than half flood, and then it decreafes gradually un¬ 
til it hath ebbed about half an hour, and continues to boil till it is within an hour of low 
water. This boiling of the fea is not above a piflol-fhot diflant from the coaft of Scarba 
file, where the white waves meet and fpout up : they call it the Kaillach, /* e* an old 
hag ^ and they fay that when file puts on her herchief, u e « the whit eft waves, it is 
then reckoned fatal to approach her. Not with Handing this great ferment of the fea, 
which brings up the leaft fhell from the ground, the fmalleft Jifher boat may venture to 
crofs this gulph at the iaft hour of the tide of flood, and at thelaft hour of the tide of 
ebb* 

This gulph hath its name from Brekan, And to be fon t© the King of Denmark, who 
was drowned here, caff afhore in the north of Jurah, and buried in a cave, as appears 
from the tomb floneand altar there. 

The natives told me, that about three years ago an Englifh veffel happened inadver¬ 
tently to pafs through this gulph at the time when the fea began to boil: the whitenefs 
of the waves, and their fpouting up, was like the breaking of the fea upon a rock ; 
they found themfelves attracted irrefiftibly to the white rock, as they then fuppofed it 
to be: this quickly obliged them to confult their fafety, and fo they betook themfelves 
to the fmall boat with all fpeed, and thought it no fmall happinefs to land fafe in Jurah, 
committing the veffel under all her fails to the uncertain conduft of tide and wind* 
She w as driven to the oppofite continent of Knapdale, where fhe no fooner arrived, 
than the tide and wind became contrary to one another, and fo the veffel was caftinto a 
creek, where fhe was fafe ; and then the mafler and crew were by the natives of this 
iile condo fled to her, where they found her as fafe as they left her, though all her fails 
wereftill hoifted. 

The natives gave me an account, that fome years ago a veffel had brought fome rats 
hither, which increaled fo much, that they became very uneafy to the people, but on a 
fudden they all vanifbed ; and now there is notone of them in the ifle. 

There is a church here called Killearn, the inhabitants are all proteftants, and obferve 
the feftivals of Chriflmas, Eafter, and Michaelmas ^ they do not open a grave on Fri¬ 
day, and bury none on that day, except the grave has been opened before. 

The natives here are very well proportioned, being generally black of complexion, 
and free from bodily impem flions. They fpeak the Irifti language, and wear the plad, 
bonnet, &c. as other iflanders. 

The ifle of Ila lies to the weft of Jurah, from which it is feparated by a narrow chan¬ 
nel : it is twenty-four miles in length from fouth to north, and eighteen from eatl to 
weft ; there are iome little mountains about the middle on the eaft fide. The coaft is 
for the moll part heathy and uneven, and hv confequeiice not proper for tillage \ the 
nonh end is atfo full of heaths and hills. The fouih-weft and weft is pretty welt culti¬ 
vated, and there is fix miles between Kitrow on the w^eft, and Port Efcok in the call, 
which is arable, and well inhabited* There is about one thou land little hills on this 
road, and ail aDound with lime-ftone j among which there is lately difeovered a lead 
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mine in three different places, but it has not turned to any account as yet. The corn 
growing here is barley and oats. 

There is only one harbour in this ifle, called Loch-Dale ; it lies near the north end, 
and is of a great length and breadth ; but the depth being in the middle, few veffels 
come within half a league of the land-fide. 

There are feveral l ivers in this ifle affording falmon. The frefli-water lakes are well 
ftocked with trouts, eels, and forae with falmons; as Loch-Guinn, which is four miles 
in circumference, and hath feveral forts built on an ifland that lies in it. 

Loch-Finlagan, about three miles in circumference, affords falmon, trouts, and eels: 
this lake lies in the center of the ifle. 7 he ifle Finlagan, from which this lake hath its 
name, is in it. It is famous for being once the court in which the great Mac-Donald, 
king of the ifles, had his refidence; his houfes, chapel, &c. are now ruinous. His 
guards de corps, called I.ucht-taeh, kept guard on the lake-fide neareft to the ifle; the 
walls of their houfes are flill to be feen there. 

The high court of judicature, confiding of fourteen, fat always here; and there was 
an appeal to them from all the courts in the ifles: the eleventh fhare of the fum in 
debate was due to the principal judge. There was a big flcne of feven feet fquare, 
in which there was a deep impreffion made to receive the feet of Mac-Donald ; ibr he 
was crowned King of the Ifles Handing in this ftone, and fwore that he would con¬ 
tinue his vaflals in the poffeflionof their lands, and do exaft juftice to all his fubjeds; 
and then his father’s fword was put into his hand. The bifhop of Argyle and feven 
priefts anointed him King, in prefence of all the heads of the tribes in 'the ifles and 
continent, and were his vaffals : at which time the orator rthearfed a catalogue of his 
anceftors, &c. 

There are feveral forts built in the ifles that are in frefli-water lakes, as in Ilan Locli- 
guirn, and Ilan Viceain: there is a fort called, Dunnivag, in the fouth-weft fide of the 
ifle, and there are feveral caves in different places of it. The largeft that I few was in 
the north end, and is called Vah Vearnag ; it will contain two hundred men to Hand 
or fit in it. There is a kiln for drying com made on the eaft fide of it; and on the 
other fide there is a wall built clofe to the fide of the cave, which was ufed for a bed¬ 
chamber : it had a fire on the floor, and fome chairs about it, and the bed flood ciofe 
to the wall. There is a ftone without the cave-door, about which the common people 
make a tour fimwavs. 1 

„ A mile °? the fouth-weft fide of the cave is the celebrated well, called I’onbir in 
Knahar, which in the antient language is as much as to fay, the well that feliieb f- - 
one place to another : for it is a received tradition among the vulgar inhabitants of this 
ifle, and the oppofite ifle of Collonfay, that this well was firft in Collonfay, until an im¬ 
prudent woman happened to walh her hands in it, and that immediately after, the well 
being thus abuled, came in an inftant to La, where it is like to continue, and is ever fiuce 
efteemed a catholicon for difeafes by the natives and adjacent iflauders; and the great 
refort to it is commonly every quarter-day. ' ^ 

. IS common with fick people to make a vow to come to the well, and, after dr 
mg, they make a tour fimways round it, and then leave an offering of fome final! t 
ken, fiich as a pin, needle, farthing, or the like, on the flone cover which is ah- ve the 
well. But if the patient is not like to recover, they fend a proxy to the well, who 

acts as above-mentioned, and carries home fome of the water to be drank bv the fick 
perfon, J 

There is a little chapel befide this well, to which fuch as had found the benefit of the 
water, came back and returned thanks to God for their recovery. 
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There are feveral rivers on each title this ifle, that afford faltnon : I was told by the- 
natives, that the Brion of Ila, a famous judge, is, according to his own defire, buried 
{landing on the brink of the river Laggan; having in his right hand a fpear, fueh as 
they life to dart at the faltnon. 

There are fomeifles on,the coaft of this ifland, as Uland Texa, on the fouth-weff, 
about a mile in circumference ; and Ifland Ouirfa, a mile like wife in circumference, with 
the fmall ifle called Nave. 

The Names of the Churches in this IJle are as follow : 

Kil-Chollim Kill, St. Columbus his church, near Port Efcock, Kil-Chovan in the 
Rins, on the Weft fide the ifle; Kil-Chiaran in Rins, on the weft fide Nerbols in 
the Rins, St. Columbus his church in Laggan, a chapel in Ifland Nave, and Killhan 
Alen, north-weft of Kidrow. There is a cro/s Handing near St. Columbus’s, or Port 
Efcock fide, which is ten feet high. There are two Hones let up at the eaft fide of 
Loch-Finlagan, and they are fix feet high ; all the inhabitants are proreftants; feme 
among them obferve the feftivals of Chriftmas and Good-Friday. They are well pro¬ 
portioned, and indifferently healthful; the air here is not near fo good as that of Jura, 
from which it is but a fhort mile diftant; but Ila is lower and more marlhy, which 
makes it liabe to feveral difeafes that do not trouble thofe of Jura. They generally 
ipcak the Irifli tongue, all thofe of the beft rank fpeak Englifh ; they ufe-the fame 
habit and diet with thofe of Jura. This ifle is annexed to the crown of Scotland; Sir 
Hugh Campbell of Caddel is the king’s Reward there, and has one half of the ifland. 
This ifle is reckoned the furtheft weft of all the ifles in Britain : there is a village on 
the weft coaft of it called Cul, i. e. the back part; and the natives fay that it was fo 
called, becaufe the ancients thought it the back of the world, as being the remoteft 
part on that fide of it. The natives of Ila, Collonfay, and Jura fay, that there is 
an ifland lying to the fouth-weft of thefe ifles, about the diftance of a day’s failing, for 
,which they have only a bare tradition. Mr. Mack Swell, prefent minifter in the ifle 
Jura, gave me the following account of it, which he had from the matter of an Eng- 
lifh veffel that happened to anchor at that little ifle, and came afterwards to Juraj 
which is thus: 

As 1 was failing fome thirty leagues to the fouth weft of Ila, I was becalmed near 
a little ifle, where 1 dropt anchor, and went afhore, I found it covered all over 
with long grafs; there were abundance of feals lying on the rocks, and on the fliore; 
there is likewife a multitude of lea-fowls in it: there is a river in the middle, and on 
each fide of it 1 found great heaps of filh-bones of many forts; there are many planks 
and boards caft up upon the coaft of the ifle, and it being all plain, and almoft level 
with the fea, I caufed my men (being then idle) to eredt a heap of the wood about 
two ftories high ; and that with a defign to make the ifland more confpicuous to fea- 
faring men. This ifle is four Englith miles in length and one in breadth : I was about 
thirteen hours failing between this ifle and Jura. Mr. John Mac-Swen above-men¬ 
tioned, having gone to the ifle of Collonfay, fome few days after, was told by the in- 
* habitants, that from an eminence near the monaftery, in a fair day, they faw as it were 
1 fie top of a little mountain in the fouth-weft fea, and that they doubted not but it was 
and, though they never obferved it before. Mr. Mac-S\veu was confirmed' in this 
opinion by the account above mentioned : but when the fumtner was over, they never 
faw this little hill, as they called it, any more. The reafon of which isfuppofed to be 
this, that the high winds, in all probability, had caft down the pile of wood, that forty 
1 o ’* fcamcn 
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feamen had erected the preceding year in that ifland ; which, by reafon of the defcrip- 
tion above recited, we may aptly enough call the Green Ifland. 

The IJle of Col lor fay . 

ABOUT two leagues to the north of 11a, lies the ifle Oranfay ; it is feparated from 
Collonfay only at the tide of flood ; this peninfula is four miles in circumference, being 
for the moll part a plain, arable, dry, Tandy foil, and is fruitful in corn and grafs ; it is 
likewife adorned with a church, chapel, and monaflery ; they were built by the fa¬ 
mous St. Columbus, to whom the church is dedicated. There is an altar in this 
church, and there has been a modern crucifix on it, in which feveral precious Hones 
were fixed ; the mod vatuble of thefe is now in the cuflody of Mac Duffie, in black 
Raimufed village, and it is ufed as a catholicon for difeafes : there are leveral burying- 
places here, and the tonih-ftones for the mod part have a two-handed fword engraven 
on them. On the fouth fide of the church within, lie the tombs of Mac-Duffie, and of 
the cadets of his family; there is a (Kip under fail, and a two-handed fword engraven 
on the principal tomb-ftone, and this infeription, Hie jacit Malcohmbiis Mac-D’tjfie ete 
Col lor fay: his coat of arms and colour-tlaff is fixed in a Hone, through which a hole is 
made to hold it. There isacrofs at the eaft and weft fidesof this church, which are now 
broken ; their height was about twelve feet each : there is a large crofs on the weft fide 
of the church, of tin entire ft one, very hard ; there is a pedeftal of three fteps, by which 
they afceml to it, ii is fixteen feet high, and a foot and half broad ; there is a large 
crucifix on the weft fide of this crofs, it has an infeription underneath, but not legible, 
being almoft worn olFby the injury of time ; the other fide has a tree engraven on it. 

About a quarter of a mile on the fouth fide of the church there is a cairne, in which 
there ii a ftonc crofs fixed, called Mac-Duffie's crofs; for when any of the heads of this 
family were to be interred, their corpfes were laid on this crofs lor forne moments, in 
their way toward the church. 

On the ndrih-fide of the church there is a fquare Hone-wall, about two ftory high ; 
the area of it is about fourfeore paces, and it is joined to the church-wall; within this 
fquare there is a leffer fquare of one ftory high, and about fixty paces wide, three fides 
of it are built of fmall pillars, confifting of two thin Hones each, and each pillar vaulted 
above with two thin ftones tapering upwards. There are inferiptions on two of the 
pillars, but few of the letters are perfect. There are feveral houfes without the fquare,. 
which the monks lived in. There is a garden, at twenty yards diftance on the north 
fide the houfes. 

The natives of Collonfay are accudomed, after their arrival in Oronfay ifle, to make 
a tour funways about the church, before they enter upon any kind of bufinefs. My 
landlord having one of his family fick of a fever, a lived my book, as a Angular favour, 
for a few moments. I was not a little furprifed at the honeft man’s requeft, he being 
illiterate : and when he told me the reafon of it, I wr.s no lefs amazed, for it was to 
fan the patient’s face with the leaves of the book : and this he did at night. He fought 
the book next morning, and again in the evening, and then thanked me for fo great a 
favour: and told me, the fick perfon was much better by it; and thus I underftood 
that they had an ancient cuftom of fanning the face of the fick with the leaves of the 
Bible. 

The ifle of Collonfay is four miles in length from eaft to weft, and above a mile in 
breadth. The mould is brown and Tandy on the coaft, and affords but a very fmall 
product, though they plough their ground three times; the middle is rocky and heathy, 
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which in moft places is prettily mingled with thick ever-greens of crua-bampra , ju¬ 
niper, and cat’s-tail. 

The cattle bred here are cows, horfes, and fiieep all of a low fize. The inhabitants 
are generally well proportioned, and of a black complexion ; they fpeak only the Irilh 
tongue, and ufe the habit, diet, &c. that is ufed in the Weftera Ifles; they areallpro- 
teftants, and obferve the feftivals of Chriftmas, Eafter, and Good-Friday -, but the wo¬ 
men only obferve the feftival of the Nativity of the Bleffed Virgin. Kilouran is the 
principal church in this ifle, and the village in which this church is, hath its name from 
it. There are two ruinous chapels in the fouth fide of this ifle. There were two (lone 
chefis found lately in Kilouran fands, which were compofed of five Hones each, and had 
human bones in them. There are fame frefh-water lakes abounding with trouts in this 
ifle. There are likewife feveral forts here, one of which is called Duncoll: it is near 
the middle of the ifle, it hath large Hones in it, and the wall is feven feet broad. 

The other fort is called Dua-Evan : the natives have a tradition among them, of a 
very little generation - of people, that lived once here, called Lufbirdao, the fame with 
pigmies. This ifle is the Duke of Argyle’s property. 

Mull. 

THE ifle of Mull lies on the well coaft, oppofite to Lochaber, Swoonard, and 
Moydart. It is divided from thefe by a narrow channel, not exceeding half a league in 
breadth ; the ifle is twenty-four miles long from fouth to north, and as many in breadth 
from eaft to weft. A fouth-eaft moon caufes high tide here. This ifle is in the fheriff- 
dom of Argyle; the air here is temperately cold and moift ; the frefh breezes that blow 
from the mountains do in fome meafure qualify it: the natives are accuHomed to take 
a large dofe of aquavitce as a corrective, when the feafon is very moifl, and then they 
are very careful to chew a piece of charmel-root, finding it to be aromatic, efpecially 
when they intend to have a drinking-bout; for they fay this in fome meafure prevents 
drunkennefs. 

The mould is generally blade and brown, both in the hills .and valleys, and iri fome 
parts a day of different colours. The heaths afford abundance of turf and peats, 
which ferve the natives for good fuel. There is a great ridge of mon tains about the 
middle of the ifle, one of them very high, and therefore called Bern Fore, i. e. a great 
mountain. It is to be feen from all the Weffern Ifles, and a confiderable part of the 
continent. Both mountains and valleys afford good paflurage for all forts of cattle, as 
fheep, goats, and deer, which herd among the hills and bulhes. The horfes are but of 
a low fize, yet very fprightly ; their black cattle are likewife low in fize, bur their flefli 
is very delicious and fine. There is abundance of wild fowl in the hills and vallevs; 
and among them the black cock, heath-hen, ptarmagan, and very fine hawks : the fea- 
coaff affords all fueh fowl as are to be had in the Weffern Ifles. The corn growing 
here is only barley and oats. There is great variety of plants in the hills and' valleys^ 
but there is no wood here, except a few coppices on the coall. There are fome bays, 
and places for anchorage about the ifle. The bay of Duart on the cad fide, and to the 
north of the caftle of that name, is reckoned a fafe anchoring-place, and frequented bv 
grangers. Lochbuy, on the oppofite weft fide, is but an indifferent harbour, yet vel- 
fels go into it for herrings. 

The coaft on the weft abounds with rocks for two leagues weft and fouth-weft. The 
Bloody Bay is over againft the north end of ifland Columkil, anti only fit for veffels of 
about an hundred tons. 
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Some few mites further to the north eaft is Loch Le. in, the entry ties to the weft - 
ward, and goes twelve miles eafterly; there are herrings to be had in :i ionic nmes, 
and it abounds with oy tiers, cockles, mu teles, clams, &c. 

Loch day lies on the fouth fide of Loch-Levin ; it is proper only for fmall veffels ; 
herrings are to be had in it fometimes, and it abounds with variety of flu-11 fifh: the 
fmall ifles, called the White lfle, and lfle of Kids, are within this bay. To the north of 
Loch-Levin lies Loch-Scafford ; it enters fouth-weft, and runs nortii-caft ; within it lie 
the ifles Eorfa and Inehkenneth, both which are reputed very fruitful in cattle and 


corn. 


There is a little chapel in this ifle, in which many of the inhabitants of all ranks are 
buried. Upon the north fide of Loch-Scafford lies the ifle of Vevay ; it is three 
miles in circumference, and encompafled with rocks and {helves, but fruitful in corn, 
grafs, &c. 

To the weft of Ulva lies the ifle Gometra, a mile in circumference, and fruitful in 


proportion to the other ifles. 

About four miles further lie the final! ifles, called Kairnburg More and Kernbug- 
J 3 eg; they are naturally very ftrong, faced all round with a rock, having a narrow en¬ 
try, and a violent current of a tide on each fide, fo that they are almoft impregnable. 
A very few men are able to defend thefe two forts againft a thoufand. There is a fmall 
garrifon of the Handing forces in them at prefent. 

To the fouth of thefe forts lie the fmall ifles of Fladday, Lungay, Back, and the Call 
of the Back: cod and ling are to be had plentifully about all thefe iflands. 

Near to the north-eaft end of Mull lies the ifle Calve; it is above two miles in com- 
pafs, has a coppice, and affords good pafturage for all kind of cattle. Between this ifle 
and the ifle of Mull there is a capacious and excellent bay, called Tonbtr Mery , i.e. the 
Virgin Mary’s well; becaufe the water of a well of that name, which is faid to be me¬ 
dicinal, runs into the bay. 

One of the fhips of the Spanifh armada, called the Florida, periflied in this bay, 
having ,been blown up by one Smallet of Dunbarton, in the year 1588 . There was a 
great fum of gold and money on board the ftiip, which difpofed the Earl of Argyle and 
fome Englilh men to attempt the recovery of it; but how far the latter fucceded in this 
enterprize is not generally well known ; only that fome pieces of gold and money, and a 
golden chain was taken out of her. I have leen fome fine brafs cannon, fome pieces of 
eight, teeth, beads, and pins that had been taken out of that fliip. Several of the inhabitants 
oi Mull told me that they had converfed with their relations that were living at the harbour 
when this Ihip was blown up; and they gave an account of an admirable providence that 
appeared in the prefervation of one Dr Beaton, (the famous phyfician of Mull,) who was 
on board the fliip when Ihe blew up, and was then fitting on the upper deck, which was 
blown up entire, and thrown a good way off; yet the Doctor was laved, and lived fe- 
vera] years after. 

The black and white Indian nuts are found on the weft fide of this ifle; the natives 
pulverize the black kernel, or the black nut, and drink it in boiled milk for curing the 
diarrhea. 

There are feveral rivers in the ifle that afford falmon, and fome rivers abound with 
the black mufcle that breeds pearl. There are alfo fome ffelh-water lakes that have 
trouts and eels. The whole ifle is very well watered with many fprings and fountains. 
They told me of a fpring in the fouth fide of the mountain Bein Vot e, that has a yellow 
coloured ftone at the bottom, which doth not bum or become hot, though it Ihould 
be kept in the fire for a whole day together. 
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The amphibia in this Hie arc Teals, otters, vipers, of the fame hind as thole defcribed in 
the ifle nf Skie' and the natives ufe the fame, cures for the biting of vipers. Foxes abound 
in this ifle, and do much hurt among the Jamb® and kids. ' 

There are three cattles in the ifle : to wit, the cattle of Duavt, fituated on the eaft, built 
upon a rock, the eaft fide is furroundad by the fea. This was the feat of Sir John Mac- 
Lean, head of the ancient family of the Mac-Leans; and is now, together with the 
cftate, which was the major part of the ifland, become the Duke of Argyle’s property, 
by the forfeiture of Sir John, 

Seme miles further on the weft coaft hands the caftle of May, at the head of Loch- 
buy, and is the feat of Mac-Lean of Lochbuy. 

There is an old caftle.ac Arcs in the middle of the ifland, now in ruins. There are 
fome old forts here called Dunns, fuppofed to have been built by the Danes. There 
are two parilh-churches in the ifle, viz. Killinchen Beriortbj I.och-Levin, and a little 
chapel, called Kiiwichk-Ewia, at the lake above Loch-Lay.; each parifli hath a mini [ter. 
The inhabitants are all Proteftants except two or three, who are Roman Catholics; 
they obferve the feftivals of Chrift mas,Rafter, Good-Friday, and St. Michael’s. They 
fpeak the Irifh language generally, but thole of the belt rank fpeak: Englifli; they wear 
■the fame habit as the reft of the idanders. 

Jana. 

THIS ifle in the Irifh language is called L Colmkil, /. e. the ifthmus of.Columbus 
the clergyman. Colum was his proper name, and the addition of Kil, which fignifies 
n church, was added by the iflanders by way of excellence; for there were few churches 
then in the remote and lefler ifles. 

The natives have a tradition among them, that one of the clergymen who accom¬ 
panied Columbus in his voyage thither, having at a good diftance elpied the ifle, and 
cried joyfully to Columbus in the Irifh language, Chi mi, /. e. I fee her ; meaning there¬ 
by the country of which they had been in quell: that Columbus then anfwered, “ It 
fliall be from henceforth called TV” 

r iS tu '° miles long from fouth to north, and one in breadth from eaft to weft. 

.1 he eaft fide .is all arable and plain, fruitful in corn and grids ; the weft fide is high 
and rocky. 6 0 

■1 his ifle was anciently a feminary of learning, famous for the fevere difcipline and 
flmciity of Columbus. He built two churches, and two monafleries in it, one for men, 
the other for women ; which were endowed by the kings of Scotland and of the ifles; 
lo that the revenues of the church then amounted to four thoufand marks per ann. 
Jona was the bilhop of the ifles’ cathedral, after the Scots loft the Hie of Man, in which 
King Cratilinth ereffted a church to the honour of our Saviour, called J'anuiii Sodorenfe. 
Hence it was that bilhop of the ifles was ftyled lLptfcspm Sodoreajis, The vicar of Jona 
was parfon of Soroby in Tyre-iy and dean of the ifles. St. Mary’s church here is built 
in form of a crofs, the choir twenty yards long, the cupola twenty-one feet fquare, the 
body of the church of equal length with the choir, and the two crofs ifles half that 
length. 1 here are two chapels on each fide of the choir, the entry to them opens with 
large pillars neatly carved in bajfo relievo ; the fteeple is pretty large, the doors, win¬ 
dows, &c. are curioufiy carved; the altar is large, and of as fine marble as any I ever 
faw. ^ There are feveral abbots buried within the church ; Mac-Ilikenich his ftatue is 
done in black marble, as big as the life, in his epileopal habit, with a mitre, croner, 
j mg, and ftones along the breaft, &c. The reft of the abbots are done after the lame 
manner; the infeription of one tomb is as follows: 
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Hie jaeet Joannes M <? ck-Ftngonc, abbas dc Out, qid abut anno Domini milefmo quingen- 

1g Bifhop Knox, and feveral perfons of diftiridion, as Mac-Leod of Harries, have alfo 
been buried here. 

There is the ruins of a cloifter behind the church, as alfo of a library, and under it 
a large room j the natives fay it was a place for public deputations. 

There is a heap of ftones without the church, under which Mackean of Ardmmur- 
chin lies buried. There is an empty piece of ground between the church and the gar¬ 
dens, in which murderers, and children that died before baptifm, were buried. Near 
to the weft end of the church in a little cell lies Columbus’ tomb, but without in- 
feription; this gave me occafion to cite the diftich, afferting that Columbus was buried 
in Ireland at which the natives of Jon* feemed very much difpleafed, and affirmed 
that the Irifh who faid fo were impudent liars; that Columbus was once buried in this 
place, and that none ever came from Ireland fmee to carry away his corpfe, which they 
had attempted, would have proved equally vain and prefumptuous. 

Near St. Columbus’ tomb is St. Martin’s crofs, an entire ftone of eight feet high ; 
it is a very hard and red ftone, with a mixture of grey in it. On the weft fide of the 
crofs is engraven a large crucifix, and on the eaft a tree; it Hands on a pedeflal of the 
fame kind of ftone. At a little further diftance is Dun Ni Manich, i. e. Monk’s fort, 
built of ftone and lime, in form of a baftion, pretty high. From this eminence the 
monks had a view of all the families in the ifle, and at the fame time enjoyed the free 
air. A little further to the weft lie the black ftones, which are fo called, not from their 
colour, for that is grey, but from the effects that tradition fay enfued upon perjury, if 
any one became guilty of it after fwearing on thefe ftones in the ufual manner j for an 
oath made on them was deciftve in all controverfies. 

Mae-Donald, king of the ifles, delivered the rights of their lands to his vaffals in the 
Hies and continent, with uplifted hands and bended knees, on the black ftones; and in 
this pofture, before many witneffes, he folemnly fwore that he would never recall thofe 
rights which he then granted: and this was inftead of his great feal. Hence it is that 
when one was certain of what he affirmed, he faid pofitively, I have freedom to fwear 
■this matter upon the black ftones. 

On the fouth fide the gate, without the church, is the taylors’ houfe, for they only 
wrought in it. The natives fay, that in the time of the plague the outer gate was quite 
Ihut up, and that all provifions were thrown in through a holt* in the gate for that 
purpofe. 

At fome diftance fouth from St. Mary’s is St. Ouran’s church, commonly called 
Reliqui Ottran; the faint of that name is buried within it. 

The laird of Mac-Kinnon has a tomb within this church, which is the ftatelieft tomb 
in the ifle. On the wall above the tomb there is a crucifix engraven, having the arms 
of the family underneath, viz. a boar’s head, with a couple of {beep's bones in its jaws. 
The tomb-ftone has a ftatue as big as- the life, all in armour, and upon it a ffiip under 
fail, a lion at the head, and another at the feet. The infeription on the tomb is thus: 
Hie eft Abbas Lacb/ani, Maek-Fingone, et ejus ftlius Abbatis de L Atatis in Duo M° cccc 
ann. 

There are other perfons of diftin&ion in the church, all done in armour. 

On the fouth fide of the church, mentioned above, is the burial-place in which the 
kings and chiefs of tribes are buried, and over them a ihrine; there was an infeription, 
giving an account of each particular tomb, but time has worn them off'. The middle - 
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moft had written on it, « The tombs of the Kings nf Scotland of which forty-eight 
He there* 

Upon that on the right hand was written, * c The tombs of the Kings of Ireland; 5 ' 
of which four were buried here* 

And upon that on the left hand was written, “ The Kings of Norway ;” of which 
eight were buried here* 

On the right hand within the entry to the church-vard there is a tomb-ftone now 
overgrown with earth*, and upon it there is written, Hie jacct Joannes Tumbulh quondam 
epi/copus Canterbarienks* This I deliver upon the authority of Mr; Jo, Mac-Sweu, mi- 
nifter of Jura, who fays he read it* 

Next to the kings is the tomb-hone of Mac-Donald of Ila; the arms, a fhip with 
hoifted fails, a ftandard, four lions, and a tree : the infeription, Hie jacet corpu^ Angufii 
Mack-Donuili de He* 

In the weft end is the tombs of Gilbrid and Paul Sporran, ancient tribes of the Mac¬ 
Donalds* 

The families of Mac-Lean of Duart, Lochbuy, and Coll, lie next all in armour, as 
big as the life. 

Mac-AIifter, a tribe of the Mac-Donalds, Mac-Query of Ulvey, are both done as 
above* 

There is a heap of ftones on which they ufed to lay the corps while they dug the 
grave* There is a ftone likewife erefted here, concerning which the credulous natives 
fay, that whofoever reaches out his arm along the ft one three times, in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, will never err In fleering the helm of a veftek 

One tomb hath a clergyman, with this infeription upon it; Sandfa, fsV* 

About a quarter of a mile further fouth is the church Ronad, in which feveral prio- 
reffesare buried : one of the inscriptions is. Hie jacet Dna * Anna Terleti,fil\a quondam 
priorejfts de Jona , qiw obiit anno M° Ghrifti, dnhnam Abrahamo commendamm . 

Another infeription is, Behag Nijn Sorle vie II vrii prioriffa , i* e. Bathia daughter to 
Somerled, fon of Gilbert, priorefs. 

Without the nunnery there is fuch another fquare as that befide the monafiiery for 
men* The two pavements, which are of a hard red ftone, are yet entire; in the middle 
of the longeft pavement there is a large crofs, like to that mentioned above, and iscallcd 
Mac-Lean's Crofs. There are nine places on the eaft fide the Ifle, called Ports for 
landing* 

The dock which was dug out of port Churicb is on the fhore, to preferve Columbus' 
boat called Curieh, which was made of ribs of wood, and the outfide covered with hides; 
the boat was long,and fharp-pointed at both ends; Columbus is laid to have tranfporteti 
eighteen clergymen in his boat to Jona. 

There are many pretty variegated ftones in the fhore below the dock ; they ripen to 
a green colour, and are then proper for carving- The natives fay thefe ftones are for¬ 
tunate, but only for feme particular thing, which the perfon thinks fit to name, in ex- 
clufion of every thing elfe* 

There was a tribe here called Clan vie ri after, from Ojiiarii; for they are faid to 
have been porters. The tradition of thefe is, that before Columbus died, thirty of this 
family lived then in Jona, and that upon fame provocation Columbus entailed a curfe 
upon them ; which was, that they might all perifh to the number of five, and that they 
might never exceed that number, to which they were accordingly reduced: and ever 
fmee, when any woman of die family was in labour, both {he and the other four were 
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afraid of death ; for if the child that was to be then born did not die, they fay one of 
the five was fure to die; and this they affirm to have been verified on every fucli occa- 
fion fucceflively to this day. I found the only one of this tribe living in the ifle, and 
both he and the natives of this and of all the weftern ifles unanimoufly declare that this 
obfervation never failed j and all this little family is now exinct, except this one poor 
man. - ' ,iv 

The life of Columbus, written in the Irifh chara&er, is in the cuftody of John Mac- 
Neil in the ifle of B array $ another copy of it is kept by Mac-Dona id of Bembecula. 

The inhabitants have a tradition, that Columbus fuffered no women to ftay in the ifle 
except the nuns; and that all the tradefmen who wrought in it were obliged to keep 
their wives and daughters in ths oppofite little ifle, called on that account Women’s-ifle. 
They fay likewife, that it was to keep women out of the ifle that he would not fufter 
cows, (beep, or goats to be brought to it. 

Beda, in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, lib. iii. cap. 4. gives an account of him. In the 
year of our Lord 565, (at the time that Juftin the younger fucceeded Juftinian in the 
government >of the Roman empire) the famous Columba, a prefbyter and abbot, but in 
habit and life a monk, came from Ireland to Britain to preach the word of God to the 
northern provinces of the Pifts; that is, to thofe who by high and rugged mountains 
are fcparated from the fouthern provinces. For the fouthern Pifts, who have their ha¬ 
bitation on this fide the fame hills, had, as they affirm themfelves, renounced idolatry, 
and received the faith a long time before, by the preaching of Ninian the bifhop, a mod 
reverend and holy man, of the country of the Britons, who was regularly educated at 
Rome in ihe myfteries of truth. 

In the ninth year of Meilochen, fon to Pridius King of Pifts, a mod powerful king, 
Columbus, by his preaching and example, converted that nation to the faith of Chrift. 
Upon this account they gave him the ifle above-mentioned ("which he calls Hii, book iii, 
cap. 3.) to ere£t a monaftery in5 which his fucceffors poflefs to this day, and where he 
himfelf was buried, in the feventy-feventh year of his age, and the thirty-fecond after his 
going to Britain to preach the gofpel. He built a noble monaftery in Ireland before 
his coming to Britain ; from both which monafteries he and his difciples founded fe¬ 
ver a! other monafleries in Britain and Ireland } among all which, the monaftery of the 
ifland in which his body is interred, has the pre-eminence. The ifle has a reftor, who 
is always a prefbyter-ahbot, to whofe jurifdiction the whole province, and the bifhops 
themfelves ought to be fubjecf^ though the thing be unufual, according to the example 
of that firft doftor, who was not a bifhop, but a prefbyter and monk ; and of whofe 
life and do&rine fome things are faid to be wrote by his difciples. But whatever he 
was, this is certain, that he left fucceffors eminent for their great chaltiry, divine love, 
and regular inftitution. 

This monaftery fumifhed bifhops to feveral diocefes of England and .Scotland ; and 
amongft others, Aidanus, who was fent from thence, and was bifhop of Lindisfairn, 
now Holy-Ifland. 

The Ifle of Tire-iy, is fo called from Tire a Country and ly an Ijllmus ; the Rocks in the 
narrow Channel feem to favour the Etymology. 

THIS ifle lies about eight leagues to the weft of Jona, or I Colm-Kil. The land is 
low and moorifh, but there are two little hills on the fouth-weft fide; the mould is ge¬ 
nerally brown, and for the moft part fandy. The weftern fide is rocky for about three 
leagues : the ifle affords no convenient harbour for {hips, but has been always valued 
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for its extraordinary fruitfulnefs in corn, yet being tilled every year, it is become Ms 
fruitful than formerly. There is a plain piece of ground about fix miles in compafs on 
the eaft coaft, called the Rive ; the grafs is feldom furFered to grow the length of half 
an inch, being only kept as a common, yet is believed to excel any parcel of land of its 
extent in the ifles or oppofite continent: there are fmall channels in it, through which 
the tide of flood comes in, and it fometimes overflows the whole. 

The ifle is four miles in length from the fouth-eaft to the north-well; the natives for 
the molt part live on barley-bread, butter, milk, cheefe, fifh, and fome eat the roots 
of filver-weed ; there are but few that eat any flefh, and the fervants ufe water-gruel 
often with their bread. In plentiful years the natives drink ale generally. There are 
three ale-houfes in the ifle : the brewers preferve their ale in large earthen vefiels, and 
fay they are much better for this purpofe than thofe of wood ; fome of them contain 
twelve Englifli gallons. Their meafure for drink is a third part larger than any I could 
obferve in any other part of Scotland, The ale that I had in the inn being too weak, 
I told my hoft of it, who promifed to make it better; for this end he took a hectic- 
ftone, and having made it red-hot in the fire, he quench’d it in the ale. The company 
and I were faiisfied that the drink was a little more brilk, and I told him that if he could 
add fome more life to our ale, he would extremely oblige the company. This he 
frankly undertook j and to effeft it toafted a barley-cake, and having broke it in pieces, 
be put it into the difli with the ale; and this experiment w r e found as effe&ual as the 
firfl. I enquired of him if he had any more art to revive our ale, and then he would 
make it pretty good ; he anfwered, that he knew of nothing elfe but a malt cake, which 
he had not then ready j and fo we were obliged to content ourfelves with what pains 
had been already ufed to revive our drink. The natives preferve their yeaft by an 
oaken wyth, which they twill and put into it; and for future ufe, keep it in barley- 
fir aw. The cows and horfes are of a very low fize in this ifle, being in the winter and 
fpring time often reduced to eat fea-ware. The cows give plenty of milk ; when they 
have enough of frefh fea-ware to feed on, it fattens them; the horfes pace naturally, and 
are very fprightly, though little. The ground abounds with flint-ftone; the natives 
tell me they find pieces of fulphur in feveral places. The weft winds drive the ordinary 
Indian nuts to the fliore of this ifle, and the natives ufe them as above, for removing 
the diarrhea j and the water of the well called Tonbir in Donich, is by the natives drunk 
as a catholicon for difeafes. 

Some years ago about one hundred and fixty little whales, the biggeft not exceeding 
twenty feet long, run themfelves afliore in this ifle, very feafonably, in time of fcareity, 
for the natives did eat them all; and told me that the lea-pork, i. e. the whale, is both 
wholefome and very nourilhing meat. There is a frefli-water-lafce in the middle of the 
ifle, on the eaft fide of which there is an old caftle now in ruins. The ifle being low 
and moorilh, is unwholefome, and makes the natives fubjecl: to the ague. The inhabi¬ 
tants living in the fouth-eaft parts are lor the molt part bald, and have but very thin hair 
on their heads. There is a cave in the fouth-weft, which the natives are accuftomed to 
watch in the night, and then take -many cormorants in it. There are feveral forts in 
the ifle; one in the middle of it, and Dun-Taclk in Baelly Petris : they are in form 
the fame with thofe in the northern ifles. There are feveral great and fmall circles of 
ftoncs in this ifle. The inhabitants are all Proteftants; they obferve the feltivals of 
Chriftmas, Good-Friday, Eafter, and St. Michael’s Day. Upon the latter there is ^ 
general cavalcade, at which all the inhabitants rendezvous. They fpeakthelrilh tongue, 
and wear the Highland drefs. This ifle is the Duke of Argyle’s property, it being°one 
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of the ifles lately pofieffed by the laird of Mac-Lean: the parifli church in the ifie is 
called Soroby, and is a parfonage. 

The IJle of Coll. 

THIS ifie lies about half a league to the eaft and north-eaft of Tire-iy, from which 
it hath been fevered by the fea.It is ten miles in length, and three in breadth ; it is 
generally compofed of little rocky hills, covered with heath. The north-fide is much 
plainer, and arable ground, affording barley and oats; the inhabitants always feed on 
the latter, and thofe of Tire-iy on the former. The ifie of Coll produces more boys than 
girls, and* the ifie of Tire-iy more girls than boys ; as if nature intended both thefe ifles 
for mutual alliances, without being at the trouble of going to the adjacent ifles or conti¬ 
nent to be matched. The parifh-book, in which the number of the baptized is to be 
feen, confirms this obfervation. 

There are feveral rivers in this iile that afford falraom There is a frelb-water lake in 
the feuth-eaft fide, which hath trouts and eels. Within a quarter of a mile lies a little 
caftle, the feat of Mac-Lean of Coll, the proprietor of the ifie: he and all the inhabitants 
are Proteftants; they obferve the feftivals of Chrifimas, Good-Friday, Eaffer, and 
St. Michael: at the latter they have a general cavalcade. All the inhabitants fpeak the 
Irifli tongue, (a few excepted.) and wear the habit ul'ed by the reft of the ifianders. 
This ifie is much wholefomer than that of Tire-iy. 1 faw a gent leman of Mac-Lean of 
Coil’s family here, aged eighty-five, who walked up and down the fields daily. 

Cod and ling abound on the coaft of this ifie, and are of a larger fize here than in the 
adjacent ifles and continent. 

On the fouth-eaft coaft of this ifle lie the train of rocks called the Carn of C.oll; they 
reach about half a league from the ftiore, and are remarkable for their fatality to fea- 
faring men, of which there are feveral late inftances. There is no venomous creature 
in this Aland, or that of Tire-iy. 

Rum. 

THIS ifle lies about four leagues fouth from Skie; it is mountainous and heathy', 
but the coaft is arable and fruitful. The ifle is five miles long from fouth to north, 
and three from eaft to weft; the north end produces fotne wood. The rivers on each 
fide afford falmon, There is plenty of land and fea-fowl; fome of the latter, efpecially 
the puffin, build in the hills as much as iri the rocks on the coaft, in which there are 
abundance of caves: the rock facing the weft fide .is red, and that on the eaft fide grey. 
The mountains have fome hundred of deer grazing in them. The natives gave me an 
account of a ft range obfervation, which they fay proves fatal to the pofterity of Lachlin, 
a cadet of Mac-Lean of Coil’s family; that if any of them flioot at a deer on the moun¬ 
tain Finchra, he dies fuddenly, or contracts fome violent diftemper, which foon puts a 
period to his life. They told me fome inftances to this purpofe : whatever may be in 
it, there is none of the tribe above named will ever offer to fhoot the deer in that 
mountain. 

The bay Loch-Screford on the eaft fide is not fit for anchoring, except without the 
entry. 

There is a chapel in this ifle; the natives are Proteftants; Mac-Lean of Coll is pro¬ 
prietor, and the language and habit the fame with the northern ifles. 
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fjle Muck . 

IT lies a little to the fouth-weft of Rum, being four miles in circumference, all fur- 
rounded with a rock j it is fruitful in corn and grafs : the hawks in the rocks here are 
reputed to be very good. The cattle, fowls, and amphibia of this ifland, are the fame 
as in other ifles j the natives fpeak the Irifh tongue only, and ufe the habit wore by their 
neighbours. ‘ 

IJ!e Cannay. 

THIS ifle lies about half a mile off Rum ; it is two miles from fouth to north, and 
one from eaft to weft. It is for the moft part furrounded with a high rock, and the 
whole fruitful in corn and grafs: the fouth end hath plenty of cod and ling. 

There is a high hill in the north end, which diforders the needle in the compafs: I 
laid the compafs on the ftony ground near it, and the needle went often round with 
great fwiftneis,* and inftead of fettling towards the north, as ufual, it fettled here due eaft. 
The ftones in the furfsce of" the earth are black, and the rock below facing the fea is 
red : fome affirm that the needle of a fhip’s compafs, failing by the hill, is diiordered by 
the force of the magnet in this rock ; but of this I have no certainty. 

The natives call this ifle by the name of Tarfin at fea; the rock Heiiker on the fouth 
end abounds with wild geefein Auguft, and then they call their quills. The'church in 
this ifle is dedicated to St. Columbus. All the natives are Roman Catholics ; they ufe 
the language and habit of the other ifles. Allan Mac-Donald is proprietor. There is 
good anchorage on the north-eaft of this ifle. 

A Defcription of the Ifle of Egg. 

THIS ifle lies to the fouth of Skie about four leagues ; it is three miles in length, 
and a mile and a half in breadth, and about nine in circumference : it is all rocky and 
mountainous from the middle towards the weft} the eaft fide is plainer, and more 
arable: the whole is indifferently good for pallurage and cultivation. There is a moun¬ 
tain in the fouth end, and on the top of it there is a high rock called Skur Egg, about 
an hundred and fifty paces in circumference, and has a frdh-water lake in the middle 
of it; there is no accels to this rock but by one paflage, which makes it a natural fort. 
There is a harbour on the fouth-eaft fide of this ifle, which may be entered into by either 
fide the finall ifle without it. There is a very big cave on the fouth-weft fide of this 
ifle, capable of containing feveral hundreds of people. The coaft guarding the north- 
weft is a foft quarry of white ftone, having fome caves in it. There is a well in the vil¬ 
lage called Fivepemies, reputed efficacious againft feveral diftempers: the nalives told 
me that it never fails to cure any perlon of their firft difeafe, only by drinking a quantity 
of it for the fpace of two or three days ; and that if a ft ranger lie at this well in the 
night-time, it will procure a deformity in fome part of his body, but has no effect on a 
native ; and this they fay hath been frequently experimented. 

There is a heap of ftones here called Martin Dcfil, i. e. a place confecrated to the 
faint of that name, about which the natives oblige themfelves to make a tour round 
fun-ways. 

There is another heap of ftones, which they fay was confecrated to the Virgin Mary. 

In the village on the fouth coaft of this ifle there is a well, called St. Katherine’s well; 
the natives have it in great efteem, and believe it to be a catholicon for difeafes. They 
told me that it had been iuch ever fince it was confecrated by one Father Hugh,‘a popilh 
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prieft, in the Following manner : he obliged all the inhabitants to come to this well, and 
then employed them to bring together a great heap of ftones at the head of the fpring, 
by way of penance. This being done, he faid mafs at the well, and then confecrated itj 
he gave each of the inhabitants a piece of wax candle, which they lighted, and all of 
them made the deflil, of going round the well fun ways, the prieft leading them : and 
from that time it was accounted unlawful to boil any meat with the water of this well. 

The natives obferve St. Katherine’s anniverfary ; all of them come to the well, and 
having drank a draught of it, they make the deflil round it fun ways ; this is always 
performed on the fifteenth day of April. The inhabitants of this ifle are well propor¬ 
tioned •, they fpeak the Irifli tongue only, and wear the habit of the iflanders; they are 
all Roman Catholicks, except one woman, that is a proteftant. 

There is a church here on the eaft fide the ifle, dedicated to St. Donnan, whofe anni¬ 
verfary they obferve. 

About thirty yards from the church there is a fepulchral urn under ground; it is a 
big ftone hewn to the bottom, about four feet deep, and the diameter of it is about the 
fame breadth; I caufed them to dig the ground above it, and we found a flat thin ftone 
covering the urn r it was ahnoft full of human bones, but no head among them, and 
they were fair and dry. I enquired of the natives what was become of the heads, and 
they could not tell j but one of them faid, perhaps their head had been cut off with a 
two banded fword, and taken away by the enemy. Some few paces to the north of the 
urn there is a narrow paffage under ground, but how far it reaches they could give me 
no account. 

The natives dare not call this ifle by its ordinary name of Egg, when they are at fea, 
but ifland Nim-Ban-More, i. e. the ifle of big women. St. Donnan’s well, which is in 
the fouth-weft end, is in great efteem by the natives; for St. Donnan is the celebrated 
tutelar of this ifle. The natives donot_allow proteftants to come to their burial. 

The proprietors of the ifle are Allan Mac-Donald of Moydort, and Allan Mac-Donald 1 , 
of Moron. 

St. Hilda , or Hirt. 

TPIE firft of thcfe names is taken from one Kilder, who lived here ; and from him 
the large well Tombir.KiJda has alio its name. Hirta is taken from the Itifli Per, which 
in that language fignifies weft ; this ifle lies direftly oppofite to the iiles of North-Vift, 
Harries, &c. It is reckoned eighteen leagues from the former, and twenty from Har¬ 
ries. This ifle is by Peter Goas, in a map he made of it at Rotterdam, called St. Kil¬ 
der ; it is theremotefi: of all the Scots north-weft ifles: it is about two miles in length, 
and one in breadth ; it is faced all round with a fteep rock, except the bay on the fouth- 
eaft, which is not a harbour fit for any vefl'el, though in the time of a calm one may land 
upon the rock, and get up into the ifland with a little climbing. The land rifes pretty 
high in the middle, and there is one mountain higher than any other part of the ifland. 
There are fever;; 1 fountains of good water on each fide this ifle. Tile corn produced 
here is oats and barley, the latter is the largeft in the weftern ifles. 

The horfesand cows here are of a lower fize than in the adjacent ifles, but the flieep 
differ only in the bignefs of their horns, which are very long. 

There is an ancient fort on the fouth end of the bay called Dun-fir-Volg, i. e. the 
fort of the Volfcij: this is the fenfe put upon the word by the antiquaries of the oppofite 
ifles of Vift. rr 
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The ifle Soa is near half a mile diftant from the weft fide of St Kilda; it is a mile in 
circumferencej very high, and fteep all round Borera, lies above two leagues north of 
St. Kilda ; it is near a mile in circumference, the mofl of it furrounded with a high rock* 
The largeft and the two leffer ifles are good for paflurage, and abound with a prodigious 
number of fea fowl, from March till September $ the Solan geefe are very numerous 
here, infomuch that the inhabitants commonly keep yearly above twenty thoufand 
young and old in there little ft one boufes, of which there are feme hundreds for preferr¬ 
ing their fowls, eggs, &c. They ufe no fait for prefervmg their fowl $ the eggs of the 
fea wild fowl are preferred feme months in the afhes of peats, and are aftringent to 
filch as be not accuftomed to eat them. 

The Solan goofe is in fize feme what lefs than a land goofe, and of a white colour, 
except the tips of the wings, which are black, and the top, of their head, which is 
yellow; their bill is long, final! pointed, and very hard, and pierces an inch deep into 
wood, in their defeent after a fife laid on a board, as feme ufe to catch them. When 
they deep, they put their head under their wings, but one of them keeps watch, and if 
that be furprized by the fowler (which often happensjall the reft are then eafily caught 
by the neck, one alter another ; but if the ceudnel gives warning, by crying loud, then 
all the flock make their efcape. When this fowl fifties for hermig, it flies about fixty 
yards high, and then defeends perpendicularly into the Tea, but after all other fifh it Je- 
fcenJs ad quint: the reafon for this manner of pur uiog the herrings is, becauie they 
are in greater Ihoals than any other fifh whatfoever. 

There is a barren tribe of Solan geefe, that keep always together, and never mix a- 
mong the reft that build and hatch. The Solan geefe come 10 thofe iflandsin March, 
taking the advantage of a fouth-weft wind : before their coming, they fend a few of 
their number, as harbingers before them, and when they have made a tour round the 
ifles, they return immediately to the company ; and in a few days after, the whole flock 
comes together, and ft ays till September. The natives make a pudding of the fat of 
this fowl, in the ftbmach of it, and boil it in their water-gruel, which they call brochan \ 
they drink it likewife for removing the cough : it is by daily experience found to be an 
excellent vulnerary. 

I he inhabitants eat the Solan goofe-egg raw, and by experience find it to be a good 
peftoraL The Solan geefe are daily making up their neffe from March till September : 
they make them in the flielves of high rocks \ they fifh, hatch, and make their nefts by 
turns, and they atuafs for this end a great heap of grid's, and fuch other things as they catch 
floating on the water ; the Reward of St. Kilda told me, that they had found a red coat 
in a neft, a brafs fun* dial, and an arrow, and feme Molucca beans in another neft. 
This Solan goofe is believed to be the fharpeft lighted of all fea fowls ; it preferves five 
or fix herrings in its gorget entire, and carries them to the neft, where it fpews them 
out to feive as food to the young ones : they are obferved to go a filhing to feveral ifles 
that lie about thirty leagues diflant, and carry the fifh in their gorget all that way ; and 
this is confirmed by the„Englifh hooks, which are found flicking to the- fifh-bones in 
their nefts, for the natives have no fuch hooks among them* 

They have another bird here called Fulmar ; it is a grey fowl, about the fize of a 
moor-hen ; it has a ftrong bill, with wide noftrils ; as often as it goes to Tea, it is a cer¬ 
tain fign of a weftern wind, for it fits always on the, rock, when the wind is to blow 
from any other quarter. I his fowl, the natives fay, picks its food out of live whales, 
and that it eats forrel; for both thofe forts of food are found in its neft. When any 
one approaches the B ulmar, it fpouts out at its bill about a quart of pure oil; the natives 
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furprize the fowl and prefervethe oil, and burn in their lamps : it is good again 11 rhea- 
matick pains and achs in the bones, the inhabitants of the adjacent ifles value it as a 
catholicon for difcafes; fame take it for a vomit, others fora purge.^ It has been iuc- 
cefsfully ufed againft rheumatick pains in Edinburgh and London: in the latter it has 
been lately ufed to afiuage thefwelling of a (trained foot, a cheek fweiled with the tooth¬ 
ache and for difcuffing a hard boil j and proved fuccefsfulin all the three cafes. 

There is plenty of cod and ling, of a great fize, round this ifle, the improvement of 
which might be of great advantage. 

The inhabitants are about two hundred in number, and are well proportioned ; they 
fpeak the Irifii language only; their habit is much like that ufed in the adjacent ifies, 
but coarfer : they are not fubjecl to many difeafes; they contrail a cough as often as 
any Grangers land and (lay for any time among them, and it continues for fome eight or 
ten days; they fay iho very infants on the breaft are infe&ed by if. The men are 
flromper than the inhabitants of the oppofite weftern ifles; they feed much on fowl, 
efpecially the Solan geefe, puffin, and fulmar, eating no fait with them. This is be-. 
lieved to be the caufe of a leprofy, that is broke out among them of late: one of them 
that was become corpulent, and had his throat almoft Ihut up, being advifed by me to 
take fait with his meat, to exercife himfelf more in the fields than he had done of late, 
to forbear eating of fat fowl, and the fat pudding called giben, and to eat forrel, was 
very much concerned, becaufe all this was very difagreeable ; and my advifmg him to 
cat forrel was perfectly a furprize to him : but when I bid him confider how the fat 
fulmar eat this plant, he was at laft difpofed to take my advice; and by this means 
alone in a few days after, his voice was much clearer, his appetite recovered, ar.d he was 
in a fair way of recovery. Twelve of thefe lepers died the year after of this diftemper, 
and were in the fame condition with this man. 

Both fexes have a genius for poefy, and compote entertaining verfes and fongs in 
their own language, which is very emphatical. Some years ago, about twenty of their 
number happened to be confined in the rock Stack N’annhi for feveral days together, 
without any kind of food; the feafon then not favouring their endeavours to return home, 
one of their number plucked all their knives out of the hafts, wrought a hook out of 
each, and then beat them out to their former length; he had a ftone for an anvil, and a 
dagger for a hammer and file: and with thefe rude hooks, and a few forry fifliing-lines, 
they purchafed fifh for their maintenance, during their confinement for feveral days in 
the rock. All the men in the ifle having gone to the ifle Boreray for ptirchafe, the 
rope that fattened their boat happened to break; and by this unlucky accident, the 
boat was quite loft, and the poor people confined in the ifle from the middle of March 
till the latter end of May, without fo much as a cruft of bread ; but they had Iheep, 
fowl, and fifh in abundance. They were at a lofs how to acquaint their wives and 
friends, that all of them were alive; but to effect this, they kindled as many fires on 
the top of an eminence as there were men in number : this was no fooner feen, and the 
fires counted, then the women underftood the fignal, and were fo overjoyed at this un¬ 
expected news, that they fell to labour the ground with the foot-fpade, a fatigue they 
had never been accuftomed to; and that year’s produft of corn was tile mod plentiful 
that they had for many years before. After the fteward’s arrival in the ifle about the 
end of May, he fent his galley to bring home all the men confined in the ifle, to their 
fo much longed for St. Kilda; where the mutual joy between them and their wives, 
and other relations, was extraordinary. 

The inhabitants are of the reformed religion; they aflemble in the church-yard on the 
Lord's Day, and in the morning they fay the Lord’s Prayer, Creed, and Ten Command- 
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ments : they work at no employment-till Monday, neither will they allow a ftranger 
to work fopner. The officer, or Reward's deputy commonly, and fometimes any of 
their neighbours, baptize their children foon after they are born ; and in the following 
form: tc A. 7 . I baptize you to your father and mother, in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Koly Ghoft.” They marry early and publickly, all the natives of both fexes being 
prefent; the officer who performs the marriage tenders a crucifix to the married couple, 
who lay their right hands on it, and then the marriage is ratified. 

They obferve the fe {rivals of Chriftmas, Eafter, Good Friday, and that of All-Saints; 
upon the latter they bake a large cake, in form of a triangle, furrowed round, and it 
niuft be all eaten that night. They are hofpitable, and charitable to Grangers, as well 
as the poor belonging to themfelves, for whom all the families contribute a proportion 
monthly, and at every feflival each family fends them a piece of mutton or beef. 

They fv/ear decifive oaths by the crucifix, and this puts an end to any controverfy ; 
for there is not one inftance, or the lead fufpicion of perjury among them. The cruci¬ 
fix is of brafs, and about nine inches in length ; it lies upon the altar, but they pay no 
religious worfhip to it. One of the inhabitants was fo fincere, that, (rather than for- 
fwear himfelf on the crucifix, he confeffed a capital crime before the minilter, and my- 
felf. They never fwear, or fteal, neither do they take God’s name in vain at any time; 
they are free from whoredom and adultery, and of thofe other immoralities that abound 
fo much every where elfe. 

One of the inhabitants called Roderick, a fellow that could not read, obtruded a falfe 
religion upon the credulous people, which he pretended to have received from St. John 
the Baptift. Ir is remarkable, that in his rhapfodies, which he called prayers, he had 
the word Eli; and to this purpofe, Eli is our preferver. There is a little hill, upon 
■which he fays John the Baptift delivered fermons and prayers to him; this he called 
John’s-Bulh, and made the people believe it was fo facred that if either cow or ffieep 
did tafle of its grafs, they were to be killed immediately after, and the owners were to 
eat them, but never without the company of the impoftor. He made them likevvife be¬ 
lieve that each of them had a tutelar faint in heaven to intercede for them, and the an- 
niverfary of every one of thofe was to be neceflfarily obferved, by having a fplendid 
treat, at which the importer was always the principal perfon. He taught the women a 
devout hymn, which he faid he had from the Virgin Mary; he made them believe that 
it fecured any woman from mifearriage that could repeat it by heart, and each of them 
paid the impoftor a Iheep for it. 

Upon Mr. Campbell’s arrival and mine in St. Kilda, Roderick made a public recanta¬ 
tion of his impofture; and being then by us brought to the ifle of Harries, and after¬ 
wards to the ifle of Skie, he has made public confeffion in feveral churches of his con- 
verfe with the devil, and not John the Baptift, as he pretended, and feems to be very 
penitent. He is now in Skie ifle, from whence he is never to return to his native coun¬ 
try. His neighbours are heartily glad to be rid of fuch a villian, and are now happily 
delivered from the errors he impofedupon them. The ifle is the Laird of Mac-leod’s 
property, he is head of one of the mod ancient tribes in the ifles ; he beftows the ifle 
upon a cadet of his name, whole fortune is low, to maintain his family, and he is called 
Reward of it: he-vifits the ifle once every fummer, to demand the rents, viz. down, 
wool, butter, cheefe, cows, horfes, fowl, oil, and barley. The fteward’s deputy is one 
of the natives, and flays always upon the place; he has free lands, and an omer of 
barley from each family ; and has the honour of being the iirlt and lafl in their boat, 
as they go and come to the leffer ifles or rocks. The ancient meafure of omer and cu¬ 
bit continues to be ufed in this ifle. They have neither gold nor ill ver, but barter 
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among themfelves and the ftewards men for what they want. Some years ago the 
ft e ward determined to ex aft a Sleep from every family in the ifle, the numbei amount¬ 
ing to twenty feven ; and for this he put them in mind of a late precedent, or their ia\- 
ing given the like number to his predeceffor. But they anfwered, that what they gave 
then, was voluntary, aud upon an extraordinary occafion of his being wind-bound in 
the ifle, and that this was not to be a cuftom afterwards. However the deward lent me 
brother, and with a competent number of men to take the flieep Irom them by force; 
but the natives arming themfelves with their daggers, and filhing rods attacked the 
Seward’s brother, giving him fome blows on the head, and forced him and his p=ut> to 
retire, and told him that they would pay no new taxes: and by this flout r eh dance, 

they preferved their freedom from fuch impofition. 

The inhabitants live contentedly together in a little village on the eaft-fide St. Ki da, 
which they commonly call the country ; and the ifle Borreray, which is little more than 
two leagues diftant from them, they call the northern country. 1 he diftance between 
their houfes is by them called the High-ftreet: their houfes are low, built or flone and 
a cement of dry earth; they have couples and ribs of wood covered with thin ear them 
turf, thatched over thefe with ftraw, and the roof fee a red on each fide with double 
ropes of ftraw or heath, poifed at the end with many Hones: their beds are commonly 
made in the wall of their houfes, and they lie on ftraw, but never on feathers or down, 
though they have them in greater plenty than all the weftern ifles befides. 1 he reafon 
for making their bed-room in the walls of their houfes, is to make room for their cows, 
which they take in during the winter and fpring. 

They are very exaft in their properties, and divide both the filhing as well as fowling 
rocks with as great nicenefs as they do their corn and grafs; one will not allow his 
neighbour to lit and fifh on his feat, for this being a part of his poffeffion, he will take 
care that no encroachment be made upon the leaft part of it: and this with a particular 
regard to their fuccelfors, that they may lofe no privilege depending upon any parcel of 
their farm. They have but one boat in the ifle, and every man hath a lhare in it, pro- 
portionably to the acres of ground for which they pay rent. They are ftout rowers, 
and will tug at the oar for a long time, without any intermiflion. When they fail, they 
ufe no compafs, but take their meafures from the fun, moon, or liars; and they rely 
much on the courfe of the various flocks of fea fowl: and this lift is their furelt direc¬ 
tory. When they go to the leffer ifles and rocks to bring home flieep, or ajiy other 
purchafe, they carry an iron pot with them, and each family furnilhes one by turns ; 
and the owner on fuch occafions has a fmall tax paid him by all the families in the ille, 
which is by them called the pot-penny. 

There was another tax paid by each family to one of the natives, as often as they 
kindled a fire in any of the leffer ifles or rocks, and that for the ufe of his fteel and 
flint; and this was by them called the fire-penny. 

This tax was very advantageous to the proprietor, but very uneafy to the common¬ 
wealth, who could not be fumilhed with fire on thefe occafions any other way. But I 
told them that the chryltal growing in the rock on the Ihore would yield fire, if ftruck 
with the back of a knife, and of this I fliewed them an experiment; which when they 
faw, was a very furprifing, and to them a profitable difeovery in their efteent, being fuch 
as could lie had by every man in the ifle ; and at the fame time delivered them from an 
endlels charge : but it was very difobliging to the poor man who loft his tax by it. 

The inhabitants of St. Kilda excel alt thofe I ever faw in climbing rocks: they told 
me that fome years ago their boat was fplit to pieces upon the well fide of Borrera ifle 
and they were forced to lay hold on a bare rock', which was fteep, and above twenty 
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fathom high ; not withftan ding this difficulty, fonie of them climbed up to the top, and 
from thence let down a rope and plaids, and fo drew up all the boat’s crew, though the 
climbing this rock would feem impoffible to any other except themfelves. 

This little commonwealth hath two ropes of about twenty four fathoms length each, 
for climbing the rocks, which they do by turns; the ropes are fecured all round with 
cows’ hides falted for the ufe, and which preferves them from being cut by the edge of 
the rocks. By the afllflance of thefe ropes they purchafe a great number of eggs and 
fowls : I have feen them bring home in a morning twenty-nine large bafkets all full of 
eggs; the lead of the balkets contained four hundred big eggs, and the reft right hun¬ 
dred and above ofleffer eggs. They had with them at the fame time about two thou- 
fand fea fowl, and fome frill, together with fome limpets, called patella, the biggeft I 
ever faw. They catch many fowls likewife, by laying their gins, which are made of 
horfe-hair, having a noofe at the diftance of two feet each; the ends of the rope at 
which the noofe hangs, are fecured by ftone. 

The natives gave me an account of a very extraordinary rifque which one of them 
ran as laying his gins, which was thus : As he was walking bare-foot along the rock 
where he had fixed his gin, he happened to put his toe in a noofe, and immediately fell 
down the rock, but hung by the toe, the gin being ftrong enough to hold him, and the 
ftones that fecured it on each end being heavy: the poor man continued hanging thus 
for the fpace of- a night on a rock twenty fathom height above the fea, until one of his 
neighbours hearing him cry, came to his refcue, drew him up by the feet, and fo laved 
him. 

Thefe poor people do fometimes fall down as they climb the rocks, and perilh : their 
wives on fuch occafions make doleful fongs, which they call lamentations. The chief 
topicks are their courage, their dexterity in climbing, and their great affe&ion which 
they fhewed to their wives and children. 

It is ordinary with a fowler, after he has got his purchafe of fowls, to pluck the fatteft, 
and carry it home to his wife as a mark of his affedtion ; and this is called the rock-fowl. 

The batchelors do in like manner carry this rock fowl to their fweethearts, and it is 
the greateft prefent they can make, confidering the danger they run in acquiring it. 

The richeft man in the iJle has not above eight cows, eighty flieep, and two or three 
horfes. If a native here have but a few cattle, he will marry a woman, though fhe have 
no other portion from her friends but a pound of horfe-hair, to make a gin to catch 
fowls. 

The horfes here are very low of ftature, and employed only to carry home their 
peats and turf, which is their fuel. The inhabitants ride their horfes (which were but 
eighteen in all) at the anniverfary cavalcade of AU-Saints: this they never fail to ob- 
ferve. They begin at the Ihore, and ride as far as the houfes; they ufe no faddles of 
any kind, nor bridle, except a rope of ftraw which manages the horfe’s head: and when 
they have all taken the horfes by turns, the fhow is over for that time. 

This ifle produces the fineft hawks in the weftern ifles, for they go many leagues for 
their prey, their being no land-fowl in St. Kilda proper for them to eat, except pigeons 
and plovers. 

One of the inhabitants of St. Kilda being fome time ago wind-bound in the ifle of 
Harries, was prevailed on by fome of them that traded to Glafgow to go thither with 
them. He was aftonifhed at the length of the voyage, and of the great kingdoms as he 
thought them, that is ifles, by which they failed ; the largeft in his way did not exceed 
twenty four miles in length, but he confidered how much they exceeded his own little 
native country. 

Upon 
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Upon h!s arrival at Glafgow, he was like one that had dropt from the clouds into a 
new world ; whofe language, habit, See. were in all re-fpects new to him : he never ima¬ 
gined that fuch big houfes of Hone were made with hands j and for the pavements of the 
ftreets, he thought it muft needs be altogether natural j for he could not believe that 
men would be at the pains to beat flones into the ground to walk upon. He flood 
dumb at the door of his lodging with the greateft admiration ; and when he faw a coach 
and two horfes, he thought it to be a little houfe they were drawing at their tail, with 
men in it; but he condemned the coachman For a fool to fit fo unealy, for he thought 
it lafer to fit on the horfe’s back. The mechanilni of the coach-wheel, and its running 
about, was the greateft of all his wonders. 

When he went through the ftreets he delired to have one to lead him by the hand. 
Thomas Rofs, a merchant, and others, that took the diverfion to carry him through 
the town, allied his opinion of the High Church ? He anfwered, that it was a large 
rock, yet there were lbme in St. Kilda much higher, but that thefe were the beft caves 
he ever faw ; for that was the idea which he conceived of the pillars and arches upon 
which the church Hands. When they carried him into the church, he was yet more 
furprifed, and held up his hands with admiration, wondering how it was poflible for 
men to build fuch a prodigious fabric, which he fuppoled to be the largeft in the uni. 
verfe. He could not imagine what the pews were defigned for, and he f ancied the people 
that wore mafks (not knowing whether they were men or women) had been guilty of 
foine ill thing, for which they 'dared not fhew their faces. He was amazed at women’s 
wearing patches, and fancied them to have been blifters. Pendants feemed to hint the 
moll ridiculous of all things ; he condemned • perriwigs mightily, and much more the 
powder ufed in them: in fine, he condemned all things as fuperfluous he faw not in 
his own country. He looked with amazement on every thing that was new to him. When 
he heard the church-bells ring, he was under a mighty conliemation, as if the fabric of 
the world had been in great diforder. He did not think there had been fo many people 
in the world as in the city of Glafgow} and it was a great rayltery to him to think what 
they could all defign by living fo many in one place. He wondered how they could all 
be furnifhed with provifion; and when he faw big loaves, he could not tell whether 
they were bread, ftone, or w r ood. He Was amazed to think how they could be pro¬ 
vided with ale, for he never faw any there that drank water. He wondered how they 
made them fine clothes, and to fee {lockings made without being firft cut and after¬ 
wards fewn, was no final 1 wonder to him. He thought it foolifh in women to 
wear thin filks, as being a very improper habit for fuch as pretended to any fort of 
employment. When he faw the women’s feet, he judged them to be of another fhape 
than thofe of the men, becaufe of the different fhape of their fhoes. He did not ap¬ 
prove of the heels worn by men or women ; and when he obferved horfes with fhoes 
on their feet, and faftened with iron nails, he could not forbear laughing, and thought 
it the moft ridiculous thing that ever fell under his obfervation. He longed to fee his 
native country again, and pafGonately wifhed it were bleffed with ale, brandy, tobacco 
and iron, as Glafgow was. 

There is a couple of large eagles who have their neft on the north end of the ifle ■ 
the inhabitants told me that they commonly make their purchafe in the adjacent ifles 
and continent, and never take fo much as a lamb or hen from the place of their abode 
where they propagate their kind. 1 forgot to give an account of a lingular providence 
that happened to a native m the ifle of She, called Neil, who when an infant was left 
by his mother m the held, not far from the houfes on the north fide Loch-Portrie - 
an eagle came in the mean time, and carried him away in its talons as far as the fouth 

* ■- fide 


martin’s DESCRIPTION of the 


6 jo 

fide of the Loch, and there, laying him on the ground, fame people that were herd¬ 
ing fheep there perceived it, and hearing the infant cry, ran immediately to its refcue; 
and by good Providence found him untouched by the eagle, and carried him home to 
his mother. He is (till living in that parilh, and by reafon of this accident, is dif- 
tinguifhed among his neighbours by the Grnasne of Eagle. 

An Account of the Second-Sight, in Irijh called Tafh. 

The fecond-fight is a fmgular faculty of feeing an othervvife invifible object, without 
any previous means ufed by the perfon that fees it for that end ; the vifion makes fuch 
a lively impreffion upon the feers, that they neither fee nor think of any thing elfe, 
except the vifion, as long as it continues : and then they appear penfive or jovial, ac¬ 
cording to the object which was reprefented to them. 

At the fight of a vifion, the eye-lids of the perfon are treated, and the eyes continue 
flaring until the object vanilh. This is obvious to others who are by, when theperfons 
happen to fee a vifion, and occurred more than once to my own obfervation, and to 
others that were with me. 

There is one in Skie, of whom his acquaintance obferved, that when he fees a vifion, 
the inner part of his eye-lids turn fo far upwards, that after the object difappears, he 
rnuft draw them down with his fingers, and fometimes employs others to draw them 
down, which he finds to be the much eafier way. 

This faculty of the fecond-fight does not lineally defcend in a family, as fome imagine, 
for I know feveral parents who are endowed with it, but their children not, and vice 
verfa : neither is it acquired by any previous compact. And, after a ft rift inquiry, I 
could never learn from any among them, that this faculty was communicable any way 
vvhatfoever. 

The feer knows neither the object, time, nor place of a vifion, before it appears; 
and the fame object is often feen by different perfons, living at a confiderable di(lance 
from one another. The true way of judging as to the time and circutnflance of an ob¬ 
ject, is by obfervation $ for feveral perfons of judgment, without this faculty, are more 
capable to judge of the defign of a vifion, than a novice that is a feer. If an object 
appear in the day or night, it will come to pafs fooner or later accordingly. 

If an objefl is feen early in a morning (which is not frequent,) it will be accom- 
plifhed in a few hours afterwards. If at noon, it will commonly be accomplifhed that 
very day. If in the evening, perhaps that night; if after candles be lighted, it will be 
accomplifiied that night: the latter always in accomplifhment, by weeks, months, and 
fometimes years, according to the time of night the vifion is feen. 

When a (hroud is perceived about one, it is a fure prognoftic of death : the time is 
judged according to the height of it about the perfon ; for if it is not feen above the 
middle, death is not to be expedted for the fpace of a year, and perhaps fome months 
longer ; and as it is frequently feen to afcend higher towards the head, death is con¬ 
cluded to be at hand within a few days, if not hours, as daily experience confirms. 
Examples of this kind were (hewn me, when the perfons of whom the obfervations then 
made enjoyed perfect health. 

One inftance was lately foretold by a feer that was a novice, concerning the death 
of one of my acquaintance ; this was communicated to a few only, and with great con¬ 
fidence ; I being one of the number did not in the lead regard it, until the death of 
the perfon about the time foretold, did confirm me of the certainty of the prediction. 

The 
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The novice mentioned above is now a fkilfiil feer, as appears from many kte in dances ; 
he lives in the parifli of St. Mary’s, the moil northern in Skie. 

If a woman is feen handing at a man’s left hand, it is a prefage that ihe will be his 
wife, whether they be married to others, or unmarried at the time of the apparition. 

If two or three women are feen at once (landing near a man’s left hand, (lie that is 
next hitn will undoubtedly be his wife firft, and fo on, whether all three, or the man be 
Angle or married at the time of the vifion or not; of which there are feveral late in- 
ftances among thofe of my acquaintance. It is an ordinary thing for them to fee a man 
that is to come to the houfe Ihortly after ; and if he is not of the leer’s acquaintance, 
yet he gives fuch a lively defcription of his ftature, complexion, habit, &c. that upon his 
arrival he anfwers the character given him in all refpefls. 

If the perfon fo appearing be one of the feer’s acquaintance, he will tell his name, as 
well as other particulars; and he can tell by his countenance whether he comes in a good 
or bad humour. 

I have been feen thus myfelf by feers of both fexes at forne hundred miles diftance j. 
fome that faw me in this manner, had never feen me perfonally, and it happened ac¬ 
cording to their vilions, without any previous defign of mine to go to thofe places, my 
coming there being purely accidental. 

It is ordinary with them to fee houfes, gardens, and trees, in places void of all three; 
and this in procefs of time ufes to be accompliflied : as at Mogftot in the ifle of Skie,. 
where there were but a few forry cow-houfes thatched with ftraw, yet in a few' years 
after, the vihon which appeared often was accomplilhed, by the building of feveral 
good houfes on the very fpot reprefented to the feers, and by the planting of orchards, 
there. 

To fee a fpark of fire fall upon one’s arm or bread, is a forerunner of a dead child 
to be feen in the arms of thofe perfons; of which there are feveral frefh indances. 

To fee a feat empty at the time of one’s fitting in it, is a prefage of that perfon’s death 
quickly after. 

When a novice, or one that has lately obtained the fecond-fight, fees a vifion in the 
night-time without doors, and comes near a fire, he prefently falls into a fwoon. 

Some find themfelves as it were in a-crowd of people, having a corpfe which they carry 
along with them ; and after fuch vifions the feers come in fweating, and defcribe the 
people that appeared; if there be any of their acquaintance among them, they give 
an account of their names, as alfo of the bearers, but they know nothing concerning 
the corpfe. 

All thofe who have the fecond-fight do not always fee thefe vifions at once, though 
they be together at the time. But if one, who has this faculty, defignedly touch his fellow- 
feer at the indant of a vifion’s appearing, then the fecond fees it as well as the firft; and 
this is fometiines difcerned by thofe that are near them on fuch occafions. 

There is a way of foretelling death by a cry that they call Tailk, which fome call a 
Wrath in the Lowland. 

They hear a loud cry without doors, exa&ly refembling the voice of fome particular 
perfon, whofe death is foretold by it. The laft inftance given me of this kind was in 
the village Rigg, in the ifle of Skie. 

Five women were fitting together in the fame room, and all of them heard a loud erv 
paflmg by the window; they thought it plainly to be the voice of a maid who was one 
of the number j (he bhiflied at the time, though not fenfible of her fo doing, comraded 
a fever next day, and died that week. ° 
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Things alfo are foretold by fmelling, fometimes as follows: fifh or flefli is frequently 
finelled in a fire, when at the fame time neither of the two are in the houfe, or in any 
probability like to be had in it for fome weeks or months; for they feldoin eat fielh, 
and though the fea be near them, yet they catch fifh but feldom, in the winter and 
fpring- l 'J his fmell feveral per fans have, who are not endued with the fecond-fight, 
and it is always accompliflied foon after. 

Children, horfes, and cows fee the fecond-fight, as well as men and women advanced 
in years. 

That children fee it is plain from their crying aloud at the very intrant that a corpfe 
or any other vifion appears to an ordinary feer. I was prefent in a houfe where a 
child cried out of a fudden, and being a iked the reafon of it, he anfwered that he had 
feen a great white thing lying on the board which was in the corner: but he was not 
believed until a feer who was prefent told them that the child was in the right: “ For, 
(faid he,) I faw a corpfe and the fhroud about it, and the board will be ufed as part of a 
coffin, or fome way employed about a corpfe : ’’ and, accordingly, it was made into a 
coffin, for one who was in perfect health at the time of the vifion. 

That horfes fee it is Hkewife plain from their violent and fudden fiarting, when the 
rider or feer in company with him fees a vifion of any kind, night or day. It is ob- 
fervable of the horfe, that tie will not go forward that way, until he be led about at fome 
diftance from the common road, and then he is in a fweat. 

A horfe fattened by the common road on the fide of Loch-Skerinefs in Skie, did break 
his rope at noon-day, and run up and down without the lealt vifible caufe. But two of 
the neighbourhood that happened to be at a little diftance, and in view of the horfe, did 
at the fame time fee a confiderable number of men about a corpfe, directing their courfe 
to the church of Snifort; and this was accompliflied within a few days after, by the 
death of a gentlewoman who lived thirteen miles from that church, and came from an¬ 
other parilh, from whence very few come to Snifort to be buried. 

That cows fee the fecond-fight appears from this ; that when a woman is milking a 
cow, and then happen to fee the fecond-fight, the cow runs away in a great fright at 
the fame lime, and will not be pacified for fome time after. 

Before I mention more particulars difeovered by the fecond fight, it may not be amifs 
to anfwer the objections that have lately been made againft the reality of ir. 

Object . 1. Thefe feers are vifion ary and melancholy people, and fancy they Teethings 
that do not appear to them, or any body elfe. 

Anfw* The people of thefe ifles, and particularly the feers, are very temperate, and 
their diet is fimple and moderate in quantity and quality ; fo that their brains are not 
in all probability difordered by undigefted fumes of meat or drink. Both fexes are free 
from hyfteric tits, convulfions, and feveral other diftempers of that fort; there are 
no madmen among them, nor any inftance of felf-murder. It is obferved among them, 
that a man drunk never fees the fecond fight; and he that is a vifionary would difeover 
hitnfelf in other things as well as in that; and fuch as fee it are not judged to be vi- 
fionaries by any of their friends or acquaintance. 

Qbjett, 2. There is*none among the learned able to oblige the world with a fatisfy* 
ing account of thofe vifions, therefore it is not to be believed. 

Anfiv. If every thing for which the learned are not able to give a fatisfy ing account 
be condemned as impoffible, we may find many other things generally believed that 
mull be rejefted as falfe by this rule. For inltance, yawning, and its influet ce ; and that 
■the loadftone attracts iron ; and yet thefe are true as well as harmlefs, though we can 

give 
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pive no fatisfynig account of their caufes. And if we know To Tit le of natural caufes, 
how much left- can we pretend to things that are fupernatural ? 

Objctf. The feers are impafiors, and the people who believe them are credulous,- 

and eafily impofed upon. 

J 7 ! fa. The feers are generally ifiterate and well-meaning penp! >. and altogether void 
of delign, nor could 1 ever learn that any of them made the leal! ga n by it, neither is it 
reputable among them to have that faculty : befides the people of the illes are not fo 
credulous as 10 "believe implicitly, before the thin j foretold is aceompliflied; but when 
it aflually comes to pafs afterwards, it is not in their power to d uy it, without offering 
violence to their fenfes and reafbn. Befides, .if the feers were deceivers, can it be rea- 
fonable to imagine, that all the iflanders, who have not the fecond fight, Ihould com¬ 
bine together, and other violence to their underfiandings atuUenfes, to force themfelves 
to believe a lie from age to age. There are feveral perbns among them, whofe birth 
and education raife them above the fufpicion of concurring with an impollure, merely 
to gratify an illiterate and contemptible fort of perfons; nor can a reafonable man be¬ 
lieve that children, horfes, and cotvs could be pre-engaged in 2 combination to perfuade 
the world of the reality of the fecond fight. 

Such as deny thoie vifions give their affent to feveral ffrange paffages in hiftory, upon 
the authority aforefaid of hifforians that lived feveral centuries before our time; and 
vet they deny the people of this generation the liberty to believe their intimate friends 
and acquaintance, men of probity and unqueftionable reputation, and of whofe veracity 
they have greater certainty, than we can have of any antient hiftorian. 

Every vifion that is feen comes exactly to pafs according to the true rules of obser¬ 
vation, though novices and heedlefs perfons do not always judge by thofe rules. I 
remember the feers returned me this anfwer to my objeflion, and gave feveral’ inftanccs 
to that purpofe, whereof the following is one. 

A boy of my acquaintance was often furprifed at the fight of a coffin c!o r e by his 
fhoulder, which put him into a fright, and made him to believe it was a forerunner of 
his own death, and this his neighbours alfo judged to be the meaning of that vifion ; 
but a feer that lived in the village Knockow, where the boy was then a fervant, tqld- 
them that they were under a great miftake, and defired the boy to lay hold of the firff 
opportunity that offered ; and when he went to a burial, to remember to aft as a 
bearer for fome moments : and this he did accordingly within a few days after, when 
one of his acquaintance died; and from that time forward he was never troubled with 
feeing a coffin at his fhoulder, though he has feen many at a diftance, that concerned 
others. He is now reckoned one of the exacteft feers in the parilh of St. Mary’s in 
Skie, where he lives. 

There is another inftance of a woman in Skie, who frequently faw a vifion repre- 
Tenting a woman having a fhroud about her up to the middle, but always appeared with 
her back towards her, and the habit in which it feemed to be drefl'ed refeinbled In r 
own; ibis was a myftery for fome time, until the woman tried an experiment to fatisfy 
her curiofity, which was to drefs herfelf contrary to thenfual way; that is, fin? put that 
part of her clothes behind which was always before, fancying that the vifion at the next 
appearing would be the eafier difiinguilhed : and it fell out accordingly, for the vifion 
foon after prefented itfelf with its lace and drefs looking towards the woman, and it 
proved to refemble herfelf in all points, and fine died in a little time after. 

There are vifions feen by feveraL perfons, in whofe days they are not accomplifhed ; 
and this is one of the reafons, why fome things have been feen that are laid never to 
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come to pafs, and there are alfo feveral vifions feen which are not underftood unsil 
they be accompli (lied. 

The fecond fight is not a late difcovery feen by one or two in a corner, or a remote 
ifle, but it is feen by many perfons of both fexes in federal illes, feparated above forty 
or fifty leagues from one another : the inhabitants of many of thefe ifles never had the 
leaft converfe by word or writings and this faculty of feeing vifions having continued, 
as we were informed by tradition, ever fince the plantation of thefe ifles, without being 
difproved by the nice It fceptic, after the ftri&eft inquiry, feems to be a clear proof of 
its reality. 

It is obfcrvable, that it was much more common twenty years ago than at prefent £ 
for one in ten do not fee it now that faw it then. 

The fecond fight is not confined to the Weft era liles alone, for I have an account 
that it is likewife feen in feveral parts of Holland, but particularly in Bomrnel, by a 
woman, for which fhe is courted by feme, and dreaded by others. She fees a fmoke about 
000*8 face, which is a forerunner of the death of a perfon fo feen ; and fee did aflually 
foretel the death of feveral that lived there : fhe was living in that town this Jaft winter. 

The corpfes-candles, or dead-men’s lights in Wales, which are certain prognoflics 
of death, are well known ami attefled. 

The fecond fight is likewife feen in the Me of Man, as appears by this inftance : 
Gapt, Leaths, the chief magiftrate of Belfafl, in his voyage 1690, loft thirteen men by a 
violent florin, and, upon his landing in the Me of Man, an ancient man, clerk to a parifh, 
there, told him immediately that he had loft thirteen men ; the Captain inquiring how he 
came to the knowledge of that, he anfwered, that it was by thirteen lights which he had 
feen come into the church-yard j as Mr, Sacheverel tells us, in his late Defer!ption of 
the Me of Man, 

It were ridiculous to fuppofe a combination between the people of the Weftern Mes of 
Scotland s Holland, Wales, and the Me of Man, fince they are feparatei by long feas, 
and are people of different languages, governments, and interefls : they have no 
correfpondence between them, and it is probable, that thofe inhabiting the North-weft 
ifies have never yet heard that any fuch vifions are feen in Holland, Wales, or the Ifle 
qf Man. 

Four men of the village Flodgery in Skie being at fupper, one of them didfuddenly 
let fall Jris knife on the table, and looked with an angry countenance; the company 
obferving it, inquired his reafon, but he returned them 110 anfwer until they had fupped,, 
and then he told them thgt when he let fall his knife, he faw a a corpfe with the fhroud 
about it laid on the table, which furprifed him, and that a little time would acconi- 
plifh the vifion* It fell out accordingly, for in a few days after one of the family 
died, and happened to be laid on that very table. This was told me by the mafter of 
the family. 

Daniel Stewart, an inhabitant of Hole in the north parifh of St. Mary’s in the Ifle of 
Skie, faw at noon-day five men on horfeback riding northward \ he ran to meet them, 
and when he came to the road, he could fee none of them, which was very furpriling 
to him, and he told it his neighbours : the very next day he faw the fame number of 
men and horfe coming along the road, but was not fo ready to meet them as before, 
until he heard them fpeak, and then he found them to be thole that he had feen the day 
before in a vifion ; this was the only vifion of the kind he had ever feen in his life. 
The company he faw was Sir Donald Mac-Donald and his retinue, who at the time of 
the vifion was at Armidal, near forty miles fouth of the place where the man lived* 

jo ' * A woman 
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A woman of Stornbay in Lewis had a maid who faw vifions, and often fell into a 
fwoon; her mid refs was very much concerned about her, but could not find out any 
means to prevent her feeing thofe things : at lpft Hie refolved to pour fome of the water 
ufed in baptifm on. her maid's face, believing this would prevent her feeing any more 
fights of this kind. And accordingly {he carried her maid with her next Lord’s Day, 
and both of them fat near the bafm in which the water flood, and after baptifm, before 
the minifler had concluded the laft prayer, {lie put her hand in the bafin, took up as 
much water as {he could, and threw it on the maid’s face ; atvriiieh ftrange action the 
minifler and the congregation were equally furprized. After prayer, the minifler in¬ 
quired of the woman the meaning of fuch as an unbecoming and diftra&ed a&ion ; {he 
told him, it was to prevent her maid’s feeing vifions : and it fell out accordingly, for 
from that time {he never once more faw a vifion of any kind. This account was given 
me by Mr. Morifon minifler of the place, before feveral of his parifliioners who knew 
the truth of it. I fubmit the matter of fa£t to the cenfure of the learned; but for my 
own part, I think it to have been one of Satan’s devices to make credulous people have 
an efteem for holy water. 

John Morrifon of Bragir in I.ewis, a perfen of unqueftionable fincerity and reputa¬ 
tion told me, that within a mile of hishoufe a girl of twelve years old was troubled at the 
frequent fight of a vifion, refembling herfelf in ftature, complexion, drefs, &c. and 
feemed to ftand or fit, and to be always employed as the girl was; this proved a great 
trouble to her: her parents being much concerned about it, confulted the faid John 
Morrifon, who inquired if the girl was inflru&ed in the principles of her religion, and 
finding {he was not, he bid them teach her the Creed, Ten Commandments, and the 
Lord’s Prayer, and that file fliould fay the latter daily after her prayers. Mr. Morifon 
and his family joined in prayer in the girl’s behalf, begging that God of his goodnefs 
would be pleafed to deliver her from the trouble of fuch a vifion : after which, and the 
girl’s complying with the advice as above, fhe never faw it any more. 

A man living three miles to the north of the faid John Morrifon, is much haunted by 
a fpirit, appearing in all points like to hunfelf ; andhealks many impertinent queftions 
of the man when in the fields, but fpeaks not a word to him at home, though he feldom 
miffes to appear to him every night in the houfe, but to no other perfon. He told this 
to one of his neighbours, who advifed him to caft a live coal at the face of the vifion the 
next time he appeared : the man did fo next night, and all the family faw the aftion j 
but the following day the lame fpirit appeared to him in the fields, and beat him feverel.y, 
lb as to oblige him to keep his bed lor the fpace of fourteen days after. Mr. Morifon 
minifler of the parifh, and feveral of his friends came to fee the man, and joined in prayer 
that he might be freed from this trouble, but he was {till haunted by that fpirit a year 
alter I left Lewis. 

A man in Knockow, in the parilli of St, Mary’s, the northern moll in Skie, being in 
per fed health, and fitting with his feliow-fervants at night, was on a fudden taken ill, 
dropt from his feat backward, and then fell a vomiting $ at which all the family were 
much concerned, he having never been fubjeft to the like before : but he came to him- 
<fdf foon after, and had no fort of pain about him. One of the family, who was accuf- 
tomed to fee the fecond fight, told them that the man’s illnefs proceeded from a very 
ftrange caufe, which was thus: an ill-natured woman (naming her by her name) who 
dives in the next adjacent village of Bornfkittag, came before him. in a very furious and 
angry manner, her countenance full of paflion, and her mouth full of reproaches, and 
threatened him with her head and hands, until he fell over as you have fecn him. 
This woman had a fancy for the man, but was like to meet with a difappoiniment as to* 
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h's marrying her. This infiance was told me by the mailer of the family, and others 
who were prefent when ir happened. 

One that lived in St. Mary's on the weft fide of the ifle ofSkie, told Mr. Maek-Pher- 
fori the minifter, and others, that he faw a vifion ofacorpfe corning towards the church 
not by the common road, but by a more rugged way, which rendered the thing incredi¬ 
ble, and occaiioneu his neighbours to call him a fool; but lie bid them have°patience, 
and they would fee the truth of what he aliened in a fiiort time : and it fell out accord! 
inglv ; for one of the neighbourhood died, and his corpfe was carried along the fame un- 
accuHomed way, the common road being at that time filled with a deep [now. This 
account was given me by the minifter, and others living there. 

Mr. Mack-PherIon’s fervant foretold that a Idinfliould take fire, and being feme time 
after reproved by his mailer for talking fo foolifiily of the fecond fight, heanlwered that 
he could not help^ bis feeing fuch things as prefcnfed themfelves to his view in a very 
lively manner; adding further, I have juft now feen that boy fitting by the fire with his 
face red, as if the blood had been running down his forehead, and I could not avoid 
feeing this. and as ior the accompliihment of it within forty-eight hours, there is no 
doubt, fays he, it having appeared in the day-time. The minifter became very angry at 
his man, and charged him never to fpeak one word more of the fecond fight, or if he 
could not hold his tongue, to provide himfelf another mailer ; telling him he was an un¬ 
happy fellow, who fludied to abide credulous people with falfe predictions. There was 
no more faid on this fubjeft until the next day, that the boy of whom the feer fpoke 
came in, having his face all covered with blood ; which happened by his falling on a 
heap of hones. 1 his account was given me by the minifter and others of his family. 

Daniel Dow, alias Black, an inhabitant of Bornlkitta^. Was ftprtitpnflv nKlal .. 11 . 1. 
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fields, though at the time of the prediction file was in perfeCt health; but the fcond ap. 
pt a ring clow about her head, was the ground of his confidence, that her death 

hd 7h e f ame Daniel Dow foretold the death of a child in his mafler’s arms, by feeing a 
fpark of fire fall on his left arm ; and this was like wife accomphfhed foon after the pre- 

^Some of the inhabitants of Harries failing round the ifle of Skie, with a defign to go to 
the oppofite main land, were Itrangely furprized with an apparition of two men hanging 
down bv the ropes that fecured the maft, but could not conjure what it meant. J hey 
pu, rued the voyage, but the tfind tut,ted contrary, and fo forced then, rare' Broad f ord 
in the ifle of Skie, where they found Sir Donald Mack-Domld keeping a Sberifis Coui t 
and 'two criminals receiving fentence of death there: the ropes and maU of that veiy 
boat were made life of to hang thofe criminals. This was told me by feveral, who had 

this inftance from the boat’s crew. r ,1, c,. n 

Several perfons living in a certain family, told me that they had frequently feen two 
men ft an ding at a young gentlewoman’s left hand, who was their mailers daughter: 
they told the men’s names; and being her equals, it was not doubted, hut (he would be 
married to one of them ; and perhaps to the other, after the death of the fir If. bome- 
time after a third man appeared, and he feemed always to (land nearelt to her ot the 
three, but the leers did not know him* though they could defcribe hmi exactly* Ana 
within Tome months alter, this man, who was feen laft, did a&ually come to the 
houfe, and fulfilled the defcription given of him by thofe who never law him but m a 
vifion ; and he married the woman Ihortly after. They live in the file ot Skie; both 
thev and others confirmed the truth of this inftance when 1 faw them. 

Mack-Leod’s porter palling by a galley that lay in the dock, faw her filled with men, 
having a corpfe, and near to it he faw ieveral of Mack-Leod’s relations: this did in a man¬ 
ner perfuade him that his matter was to die foon after, and that he was to be the corpfe 
which was to be tranfported in the galley. Some months after the vifion was feen, Mack- 
Leod, with feveral of his relations and others, went to the ifle of Mull; where fome 
days after, Maclean of Torlolk happened to die, and his corpfe was tranfported in the 
galley to hi? burial-place, and Mack-Leod’s relations were on board to attend the funeral, 
while Mack-Leod Itaid alhore, and went along with the corpfe after their landing. 

Mr. Dougal Mack-Pherfon, minifter of Sr. Mary’s on the weft fide of Skie, having 
his fervants in the kiln, drying of corn, the kiln happened to take fire, but was foon ex- 
tinguilhed. And within a few months after, one of the minifter’s fervants told him 
that the kiln would be on fire again Ihortly ; at which he grew very angry with his man, 
threatening to beat him if he fhould prefume to prophefy milchief, by that lying way of 
ihe Second fight. Notwith(landing this, the man afi’erted pofitively, and with great af- 
furance, that the.kiln would certainly take fire, let them ule all the precautions they 
could. Upon this, Mr. Mack-Pherfon had the curiofity to inquire of his man, if he could 
guefs within what fpace of time the kiln would take lire ? he told him before Ilallow- 
ude. Upon which, Mr. Mack-Pherfon called for the key of the kiln, and told his man 
that he would take care of the kiln until the limited day was expired, for none lhall en¬ 
ter it t oner; and by this means I lhall make the devil, if he is the author offuch ties* 
and you both liars. For this end he kept the key of the kiln in his prefs, until the time 
was over, and then delivered the key to the fervants, concluding his man to be a fool 
and a 1 heat. Then the fervants went to dry corn in the kiln, and were charged to 
have a fpecial care of the fire; yet in a little time after the kiln took fire, and it was all 
in a flan e, according to the prediction, though the man miltook the time. He told h : s. 
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matter, that within a few moments after the fire of the kiln, had been firtt extinguiflied, 
lie law it all in a flame again; and this appearing to him in the day time, it wou'ld 
come to pal's the fooner. 

John Mack-Normand, and Daniel Mack-Ewin, travelling along the road, two miles to 
the north of Snifort church, faw a body of men coming from the north, as if they had a 
corpfe with them to be buried in Snifort: this determined them to advance towards the 
i-iver, which was then a little before them, and having waited at the ford, thinking to 
meet thofe that they expected with the funeral, were altogether difappointed ; for after 
taking a view of the ground all round them, they difcovered that it was only a vifion. 
This was very furprizing to them both, for they never faw any thing by way of the fecond 
fight before or after that time. This they told their neighbours when they came home, 
ami it happened that about two or three weeks after a corpfe came along that road from 
another parifii, from which few' or none are brought to Snifort, except perfons of dif- 
rin&ion ; fo that this vifion was exa&ly accompliflied. 

A gentleman who is a native of Skie, did, when a boy, difoblige a feer in the ifle of 
Raiay’ and upbraid him for his uglinefs, as being black by name and nature. At laft 
the feer told him very angrily, my child, if 1 am black, you’ll be reel e’er long. The 
matter of the family chid him for this, and bid him give over hisfoolilh predictions, 
fmee no body believed them; but next morning the boy being at play near the houfe?, 
fell on a Hone, and wounded himfelfin the forehead, fo deep, that to this day there is a 
hollow fear in that part of it. 

James Beaton, furgeon in the ifle of North-Yitt, told me, that being in the ifle of 
Mull, a feer told him confidently, that he was fhortly to have a bloody forehead ; but 
he di[regarded it, and called the feer a fool. However this James being called by feme 
of the Macleans to go along with them to attack a veflel belonging to the Earl of Argyle, 
who was then coming to pofleis Mull by force; they attacked the veflel, and one of 
the Macleans being wounded, the faid James, while drefling the wound, happened to rub 
his forehead, and then fome of his patient’s blood ftuck to his face, which accompliflied 
the vifion. 

My Lord Vifcount Tarbat, one of Her Majetty’s Secretaries of State in Scotland, 
travelling in the fliire of Rofs, in the north of Scotland, came into a houfe, and fat 
down in an armed chair : one of his retinue, who had the faculty of feeing the fecond 
fight, fpoke to fome of my lord’s company, defiring them to perfuade him to leave the 
houfe; for, faid he, there is a great misfortune will attend fomebody in it, and that 
within a few hours. This was told my lord, but he did not regard it : the feer did 
foon after renew his intreaty, with much eagernefs, begging that my lord might remove 
out of that unhappy chair, but had no other anfwer than to be expofed for a fool- 
Some hours after my lord removed, and pur filed his journey ; but was not gone many 
hours when a trooper riding upon the ice, near the houfe whence my lord removed, fell 
and broke his thigh, and being afterwards brought into that houfe, was laid in the armed 
rl air, where his wound was drefied, which accompliflied the vifion. I heard this in- 
ftance from feveral hands, and had it fince confirmed by my lord himfelf. 

A man in the parifli of St. Mary’s in the barony of Troternefs in Skie, called Lach- 
lin, lay fick for the [pace of fome months, decaying daily, infomuch that all his relations 
and acquaintance defpaired of his recovery. One of the pari fin oners, called Archibald 
Mack-Donald, being reputed famous for his fkill in foretelling things to come by the fecond 
fight, afierted pofitivtly that the fick man would never die in the houfe where he then 
lay. This being thought very improbable, all the neighbours condemned Archibald as 
a foolilli prophet: upon which, he paffionately affirmed, that if ever that fick man dies 
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la the houfe where he now lies, I lhall from henceforth renounce my part of heaven ; 
adding withal, the Tick man was to be carried alive out of the houfe in which he then 
lav, but that he would never return to it alive : and then he named the perfons that 
fhould carry out the fick man alive. The man having lived fome weeks longer than his- 
friends imagined, and proving uneafy and troublefome to all the family ; they confider- 
ed that Archibald had reafoo for his peremptory aflertion, and therefore they refolved 
to carry him to a houfe joining to that in which he then lay: but the poor man would 
by no means give his confent to be moved from a place where he believed he fhould 
never die ; fo much did he rely on the words of Archibald, of whofe fkill he had feen 
many demonltrations. But at laft his friends being fatigued day and night with the 
fick man’s uneafinel's, they carried him againft his inclination to another little houfe, 
which was only feparated by an entry from that in which he lay, and their feet were 
fcarce within the thivfhold, when the lick man gave up the ghoft ; and it was remark¬ 
able that the two neighbours, which Archibald named would carry him out, were ac¬ 
tually the perfons that did fo. At the time of the prediction, Archibald law him carried 
out as above, and when he was within the door of the other houfe, he law him all 
white, and the flitoud being about him, occafioned his confidence as above mentioned. 
This is matter of fact, which Mr. Daniel Nicholfon minifter of the parilh, and a con fid- 
erable number of the panfhioners, are able to vouch for, and ready to atteft, ifoccafion:' 
requires. 

The fame Archibald Mack-Donald happened to be in the village Knockow one 
night, and before fupper told the family, that he had'juft then feen the ftrangeft thing 
he ever faw in his life; to wit, a man with an ugly long cap, always lhaking his head : 
but that the ftrangeft of all, was a little kind of a harp which he had, with four 
firings only, and that it had two hart’s horns fixed in the front of it. All that heard 
this odd vifion, fell a laughing at Archibald, telling him-that he was dreaming, or had 
not his wits about him; finee he pretended to fee a thing that had no being, and was 
not fo much as heard of in any part of the world. All this could not alter Archibald’s 
opinion, who told them that they mult excufe him, if he laughed at them after the ac¬ 
compli Ihment of the vifion. Archibald returned to his own houfe, and within three or 
four days after, a man with the cap, harp, &c. came to the houfe, and the harp, firings, 
horns, and cap anfwered thedefcription of them at firfi: view : he Ihook his head when 
he played, for he had two bells fixed to his cap. This harper was a poor man, and 
made himfelf a buffoon for his bread, and was never before feen in thofe parts ; for at 
the time of the prediction, he was in the ifle of Barray, which is above twenty leagues 
diftant from that part of Skie, Thisftory is vouched by Mr. Daniel Martin, and all his 
family, and fuch as were then prefent, and live in the village where this happened. 

Mr. Daniel Nicholfon minifter of Sr. Mary’s in Skie, the parifh in which Archibald 
Mack-Donald lived, told me, that one Sunday after fermon at the chapel Uge, he took 
occafion to inquire of Archibald, if he ft ill retained that unhappy faculty of feeing the 
fecond fight, and he wifiied him to lay it afide, if poffible *, for, faid he, it is no true 
chara&er of a good man. Archibald was highly difpleafed, and anfwered, that he 
hoped he was no more unhappy than his neighbours, for feeing what they could not per¬ 
ceive; adding, I had, fays he, as ferious thoughts as my neighbours, in time of hearing 
a fermon to day, and even then I faw a corple laid on the ground clofe to the pulpit, 
and I allure you it will be accomplifhed fhortly, for it was in the day-time. Mr. 
Nicholfon and fcvcral parilhioners then prefent, endeavoured to difl'uade Archibald 
from this difeourfe; but he flill aflerted that it would quickly come to pafs, and that 
all his other predictions of this kind had ever been accomplilhed. There was none in- 
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matter, that within a few moments after the fire of the kiln had been firft extmgtii&ed* 
fie law it all in a flame again j and this appearing to him in the day time, it woirld 
come to pafs the fooner. 

John Mack-Normand, and Daniel Mack-Ewin, travelling along the road, two miles to 
the north of Snifort church, faw a body of men coming from the north, as if they had a 
eorpfe with them to be buried in Snifort; this determined them to advance towards the 
river, which was then a little before them, and having waited at the ford, thinking to 
meet thofe that they expeded with the funeral, were altogether difappointed ; for after 
taking a view of the ground all round them, they difeovered drat it was only a vifion. 
This was very furprising to them both, for they never faw any thing by way of the fecond 
light before or after that time* This they told their neighbours when they came home, 
and it happened that about two or three weeks after a eorpfe came along that road from 
another pariih* from which few or none are brought to Snifort, except perfons of dil- 
tindfion } fo that this vifion vvasexaftly accompHfhed* 

A gentleman who is a native of Skie, did, when a boy, difoblige a feer in the ifle of 
Rafhy, and upbraid him for his uglinefs, ns being black by name and nature. At laft 
the feer told him very angrily, my child, if I am black, you'll be red e’er long. The 
matter of the family chid him for this, and bid him give over his foolilh predictions, 
fince no body believed them ; but next morning the boy being at play near the hordes, 
fell on a (lone, and wounded himfelfin the forehead, fo deep, that to this day there is a 
hollow fear in that part of it, 

James Beaton, furgeon in the file of North-Vift, told me, that being in the ifle of 
Mull, a feer told him confidently, that he was fhortly to have a bloody forehead ; but 
he difregarded it, and called the feer a fool. However this James being called by fome 
of the Macleans to go along with them to attack a vefiel belonging to the Earl of Argyle, 
who was then coming to pofiefs Mull by force; they attacked the veffel, and one of 
the Macleans being wounded, the faid James, while d re fling the wound, happened to rub 
his forehead, and then fome of his patient’s blood ftuek to his face, which accompliflied 
the vifion* 

My Lord Vifcount Tarbat, one of Her Majefly’s Secretaries of State in Scotland, 
travelling in the fhire of Rofs, in the north of Scotland, came into a houfe, and fat 
down in an armed chair : one of his retinue, who had the faculty of feeing the fecond 
fight, fpoke to Tome of my lord’s company, defiring them to perfuade him to leave the 
houfe ; for, faid he, there is a great misfortune will attend fomebody in it, and that 
within a few hours* This was told my lord, but he did not regard it: the feer did 
foon after renew his intreaty, with much cagernefs, begging that my lord might remove 
out of that unhappy chair, but had no other anfwer than to be expofed for a fool* 
Some hours after my lord removed, and purfued his journey ; but was not gone many 
hours when a trooper riding upon the ice, near the houfe whence my lord removed, fell 
and broke his thigh, and being afterwards brought into that houfe, was laid in the armed 
d air, where his wound was drefled, which accompHfhed the vifion, I heard this in- 
fiance from feveral hands, and had it fince confirmed by my lord himfelf. 

A man in the pariih of St. Mary’s in the barony of Troternefs in Skie, called Lach- 
lin, ky fick for the fpace of fome months, decaying daily, infomuch that all his relations 
and acquaintance defpaired of his recovery. One of the parilhioners, called Archibald 
MackdDonald, being reputed famous for his fkill in foretelling things to come by the fecond 
fight, afferted pofitivdy that the Tick man would never die in the houfe where he then 
lay* This being thought very improbable, all the neighbours condemned Archibald as 
a foolilh prophet: upon which, he paffionately affirmed, tha t if ever that fick man dies 
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la the houfe where he now lies, I fhall from henceforth renounce my. part of heaven ; 
adding withal, the Tick man was to be carried alive out of the houfe in which he then 
lay, but that he would never return to it alive : and then he named the perfons that 
flaould carry out the Tick man alive. The man having lived fome weeks longer than his 
friends imagined, and proving uneafy and troublefome to all the family; they confider- 
ed that Archibald had reafotj for his peremptory affertion, and therefore they refolved 
to carry him to a houfe joining to that in which he then lay: but the poor man would 
by no means give his confent to be moved from a place where he believed he fliould 
never die; fo much did he rely on the words of Archibald, of whofe hull he had feen 
many demonllrations. But at laft his friends being fatigued day and night with the 
fick man’s uneafinei's, they carried him againft his inclination to another little houfe, 
which was only feparated by an entry from that in which he lay, and their feet were 
fcarce within the thivlhold, when the fick man gave up the ghoft; and it was remark¬ 
able that the two neighbours, which Archibald named would carry him out, were ac¬ 
tually the perfons that did fo. At the dine of the prediction, Archibald faw him carried 
out as above, and when he was within the door of the other houfe, he law him all 
white, and the fiiroud beintj about him, occafioned his confidence as above mentioned. 
This is matter of fatt, which Mr-. Daniel Nicholfon miniiter of the parilh, and a confid- 
erable number of the parifiitoners, are able to vouch for, and ready to at left, ifoccafion- 
requires. 

The fame Archibald Mack-Donald happened to be in the village Knockoiv one 
night, and before fupper told the family, that he had juft then feen the ftrangeft thing 
he ever faw in his life; to wit,a man with an ugly long cap, always lhaking his head : 
but that the ftrangeft of all, was a little kind of a harp which he had, with four 
firings only, and that it had two hart’s horns fixed in the front of it. All that heard 
this odd vifion, fell a laughing at Archibald, telling him-that he was dreaming, dr had 
not his wits about him ; fince he pretended to fee a thing that had no being, and was 
not fo much as heard of in any part of the world. All this could not alter Archibald’s 
opinion, who told them that they muft excufe him, if he laughed at them after the ac- 
complilhment of the vifion. Archibald returned to his own houfe, and within three or 
four days after, a man with the cap, harp, &c. came to the houfe, and the harp, firings, 
horns, and cap anfwered the defcription of them at firft view : he fhook his head when 
he played, for he had two bells fixed to his cap. This harper was a poor man, and 
made himfelf a buftbon for his bread, and was never before feen in thole parts; for at 
the time of the predi£tion, he was in the ifle of Barray, which is above twenty leagues 
diftant from that part of Skie. This ftory is vouched by Mr. Daniel Martin, and all his 
family, and fuch as were then preient, and live in the village where this happened 

Mr. Daniel Nicholfon mmilfer of St. Mary’s in Skie, the parifh in which Archibald 
Alack-Donald lived, told me, that one Sunday after fermon at the chapel Uge he took 
occanon to inquire of Archibald, if he ftill retained that unhappy faculty of feeing the 
lecond fight, and he wiflied him to lay it afide, if poffible ; for, faid he, it is no true 
character ot a good man. Archibald was highly difpleafcd, and anfivered that he 
hoped he was no more unhappy than his neighbours, for feeing what they could not ner 

1 ^ h ^’ as / e r rious thou S hts as ™y neighbours, in time of hearing 

f f T J; day ’ and ^ en then 1 faw a GOr P ie hlid on the ground dofe to the pul pi? 
aiid I allure you it will be accomplilhed lhortly, for it was in the ddy-tinie Mr! 

Nichofon and feveral pariOuoners then prefent, endeavoured to dill'uade Archibald 
from this difcourfe; but he ftill aliened that it would uuickiv com,* in Zr • 

all his other predictions of this kind had ever been accompli&d/ There wls none fo- 
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the parilli then lick, and few are buried at that little chapel, nay fometimes not one in a 
year is buried there; yet when Mr. Nicholfon returned to preach in the faid chapel, 
two or three weeks after, he found one buried in the very fpot named by Archibald. 
This ftory is vouched b,v Mr. Nicholfon, and feveral of the parithioners flill living. 

Mr. Daniel Nicholfon above-mentioned, being a widower at the age of forty-four, 
this Archibald faw in a vifion a young gentlewoman in a good drefs frequently (landing 
at Mr. Nicholfon’s right hand, and this he often told the parilhioners pofitively ; and 
gave an account of her complexion, ftature, habit, and that file would in time be Mr. 
Nicholfon’s wife : this being told the minifter by feveral of them, he defired them to 
have no regard to what that fooiifh dreamer had faid; for, faid he, it is twenty to 
one if ever I marry again. Archibald happened to fee-Mr, Nicholfon foon after this 
flighting expreflion, however he perfifted flill in his opinion, and faid confidendy that 
Mr. Nicholfon w'ould certainly marry, and that the woman would in al! points make 
up the character he gave of her, for he faw her as often as he faw Mr. Nicholfon. This 
.ftory was told me above a year before the accomplifliment of it; and Mr. Nicholfon, 
fome two or three years after Archibald’s prediction, went to the fynod in Boot, where 
he had the firfl: opportunity of feeing one Mrs. Morifon, and from that moment fancied 
her, and afterwards married her. She was no fooner feen in the ifle of Skie, than the na¬ 
tives, who had never feen her before, were fatisfied that (he did completely anfwer the 
chara&er given of her, &c. by Archibald. 

One who had been accuftomed to fee the fecond-fight in the ifle of EgT, which lies 
about three or four leagues to the fouth-weft part of the ifle of Skie, told his neighbours 
that he had frequently feen an apparition of a man in a red coat lined with blue, and 
having on his head a flrange fort of blue cap, with a very high cock on the fore part 
of it, and that the man who there appeared was kifling a comely maid in the village 
where the feer dwelt; and therefore declared that a man in fuch a drefs would certainly 
debauch or marry fuch a young woman. This unufual vifion did much expofe the feer, 
for all the inhabitants treated him as a fool, though lie had on feveral other occafions fore¬ 
told things that afterwards were accompliflied ; this they thought one of the moft un¬ 
likely tilings to be accompliflied that could have entered into any man's head. This 
ftory was then difeourfed of in the ifle of Skie, and all that heard it laughed at it; it 
being a rarity to fee any foreigner in Egg, and the young woman had no thoughts of 
going any where elfe. This ftory was told me at Edinburgh by Normand Maek-Leod of 
Graban, in September 1688, he being juft then come from the ifle of Skie; and 
there were prefent the Laird of Mack-Leod, and Mr. Alexander Mack-Leod advocate, 
and others. 

About a year and a half after the late Revolution, Major Fergufon, now colonel of 
one of Her Majefty’s regiments of foot, was then fent by the government with fix hun¬ 
dred men, and fome frigates, to reduce the iflanders that had appeared for K.. J. and 
perhaps thefmall ifle of Egg had never been regarded, though fome of the inhabitants 
bad been at the battle of Killicranky, but by a mere accident, which determined Major 
Fergufon to go to the ifle of Egg, which was this : a boat’s crew of the ifle of Egg hap¬ 
pened to be in the ifle of Skie, and killed one of Major Fergufon’s fotdiers there :' upon 
notice of which thc- Major directed his courfe to the ifle of E<jg, where he was fuftkienrly 
revenged of the natives; and at the fame time, the maid above mentioned being very 
handfome, was then forcibly carried on board one of the velTcls, by fome of the fiddlers, 
where (he was kept above twenty.four hours, and ravilhed, and brutilhly robbed at the 
fame time of her fine head of hair: fhe is fince married in-the ifle, and in good reputa¬ 
tion ; her misfortune being pitied, and not reckoned her crime. 


Sir 
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Sir Nor maud Mack-Leod, who has his refidence in the ifle of Bemera, which lies be¬ 
tween thereof North-Vift and Harries, went to the Ifle of She about bufmefs, without 
appointing any time for his return; his fervants in his abfence being all together m the 
large hall at night, one of them who had been accultomed to lee the fecond-fight, to.d 
the reft they mult remove, for they would have abundance of other company m the 
hall that nifdit. One of his fellow-iervants anfwered, that there was very little appear¬ 
ance of that, and if he had feen any vifion of company, it was not like to be accom¬ 
pli filed this night: but the feer infilled upon it, that it was. I hey continued to aigue 
the improbability of it, becaufe of the darknefs of the night and the danger of coming 
through the rocks that lie round the ifle : but within an hour after, one of Sir Nor- 
mand’s men came to the houfe, bidding them provide lights, &c. for his mailer had 
newly landed; and thus the prediction was immediately accompliflied. 

Sir Nor maud hearing of it, called for the feer, and examined him about it; he an¬ 
fwered, that he had feen the fpirit called Browny, in human lhape, come l'everal times, 
and make a fliew of carrying an old woman that fat by the fire to the door; and at Jail 
feemed to carry her out by neck and heels, which made him laugh heartily, and gave 
Qccafion to the reft to conclude he was mad, to laugh fo without reafon. This inftance 
was told me by Sir Nortnand himfelf. 

Four men from the ifle of Skie and Harries having gone to Barbadoes, (laid there 
for fourteen years; and though they were wont to fee the fecond fight in their native 
country, they never faw it in Barbadoes: but, upon their return to England, the firft 
night after their landing they faw the fecond-fight, as it was told me by l'everal of their 
acquaintance. 

John Morrifon, who lives in Bernera of Harries, wears the plant called Fuga Damo- 
num, fewed in the neck of his coat, to prevent his feeing of vifions, and fays he never 
faw any fince he firft carried that plant about him. He fuffered me to feel the plant 
in the neck of his coat, but would by no means let me open the Team, though I offered 
him a reward to let me do it. 

A fpirit, by the country peole called Browny, was frequently feen in all the moll 
confiderable families in the ifles and north of Scotland, in the lhape of a tall man ; but 
within thefe twenty or thirty years paft he is feen but rarely. 

There were fpirits alfo that appeared in the lhape of women, horfes, fwine, cats, and 
feme like fiery balls, which would follow men in the fields; but there has been but few 
inftances of thefe for forty years paft. 

Thefe fpirits ufed alfo to form founds in the air refembling thofe of a harp, pipe, 
crowing of a cock, and of the grinding of querns ; and fometimes they have heard voices 
in the air by night ringing irilh fongs: the words of which fongs fome of iny acquain¬ 
tance Hill retain. One of them relembled the voice of a woman who had died fome time 
before, and the fong related to her Hate in the other world. Thefe accounts 1 had from 
perfons of as great integrity as any are in the world. 

A brief Account of the Advantages the Ifles afford by Sea and Land, and particularly for 

a Fifhing Trade. 

THE North-weft Ifles are of all other mod capable of improvement by fea and land ; 
yet, by reafon of their diftance from trading towns, and becaufe of their language, which 
is Irifh, the inhabitants have never had any opportunity to trade at home or abroad or to 
acquire mechanical arts, and other fciences: fo that they are ftill left to adt by the force 
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of their natural genius, and what they could learn by obfervation. They have not yet' 
arrived to a competent knowledge in agriculture, for which caufe many t rafts of rich 
ground lie neglefted, or at leaft but meanly improved, in proportion to what they might 
be. 'I his is the more to be regretted, becaufe the people are as capable to acquire arts or 
fciences as any other in Europe. If two or more perfons (killed in agriculture were lent 
from the Lowlands to each parifii in the ifles, they would foon enable the natives to furni'h 
themfelves with fuch plenty of com as would maintain all their poor and idle people ; 
many of which for want of fubfiftence at home, are forced to feek their livelihood in 
foreign countries, to the great Ids, as well as dishonour of the nation. This would 
enable them alfo to furnifh the oppofite barren parts of the continent with bread ; and 
fo much the more, that in plentiful years they afford them good quantities of corn in 
this infant, ftate of their agriculture. They have many large parcels of ground never 
yet manured, which, if cultivated, would maintain double the number of the prefent in¬ 
habitants, and increafe and preferve their cattle; many of which, for want of hay or 
ftraw die in the winter and fpring: fo that I have known particular perfons lofe above 
one hundred cows at a time, merely by want of fodder. 

This is fo much the more inexcufable, becaufe the ground in the Weftern Hies is 
naturally richer in many refpefts than in many other parts of the continent; as app-ars 
from feveral inftances, particularly in Skie, and the oppofite Weft era Ifles, in which 
there are many valleys, &c. capable of good improvement, and of which divers experi¬ 
ments have been already made j and befides, moll of thofe places have the convenience 
of frefii-water lakes and rivers, as well as of the fea, near at hand, to furnifh the inhabi¬ 
tants with fifh of many forts, and alga marina for manuring the ground. 

In many places the foil is proper for wheat; and that their grafs is good, is evident 
from the great product of their cattle : fo that if the natives were taught and encou¬ 
raged to take pains to improve their corn and hay, to plant, inclofe, and manure their 
ground, drain lakes, fow wheat and peafe, and plant orchards and ki'chen-gardens, 
&c. they might have as great plenty of all things for the fuftenance of mankind, as any 
other people in Europe. 

I have known a hundred families, of four or five perfons a-piece at leaft, maintained 
there upon little farms, for which they paid not above five (hillings fterling, one (heep, 
and fome pecks of corn per ann each; which is enough to fhevv, that by a better 
improvement, that country would maintain many more inhabitants than now live in 
the Hies. 

If any man be difpofed to live a folitary retired life, and. to withdraw from the noife 
of the world, he may have a place of retreat there in a final! ifland, or in the corner of a 
large one, where he may enjoy himfelf, and live at a very cheap rate. 

If any family, reduced to low circumftances, had a mind to retire to any of thefe ifles, 
there is no part of the known world where they may have the produfts of fea and land 
cheaper, live more fecurety, or among a more traftable and mild people. And that 
the country in general is healthful, appears from the good ftate of health enjoyed by the 
inhabitants. 

I (hall not offer to affert that there are mines of gold or filver in the Weftem Ifles, 
from any refemblance they may bear to other parts that afford mines, but the natives 
affirm that gold duft has been found at Griminis on the weftern coaft of the ifle of 
North-Vift, and at Copveaul in Harries; in which, as well as mother parts of the ifles, 
the teeth of- the iheep which feed there are dyed yellow. 
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llltd, Britain, and Irdand. France and Spain feent remote, yet they do no, exceed a 

week's failing-. with a favourable wind. . 

The 23 opinion of the advantage that might be reaped from the improvement 

of the fift trade in thefe ifles, prevailed among confidermg people m former times to 

“eVIrft that l know of was by King Charles the Firft* in conjunct! with a com- 
pany of merchants; but it mifcarried becaufe of the avil wars, which unhappily broke 

<)U The t next attempt was by King Charles the Second, who alfo joined with fome mer¬ 
chants ; and this fucceeded well for a time. I am aflured by tuch as faw the filh 
catched bv that company, that they were reputed the belt m Europe of then W, and 
accordingly were fold for a greater price; but this deagn was rumed thus . the King 
having occafion for money, was advifed to withdraw that which was employed in the 
fifhery ; at which the merchants being difpleafed, and difagreeing hkewiie among them- 
felves, they alfo withdrew their money : and the attempt has never been renewea fince 

that time. ■ . , _ „ , _ 

The fettling a fifhery in thofe parts would prove of great advantage to the govern¬ 
ment, and be an effectual means to advance the revenue, by the cutloms on export and 

import, &c. . , 

It would be a nurfery of flout and able featnen in a very fliort time, to fer\e the go¬ 
vernment on all occafions. The inhabitants of the ifles and oppofite main land bdiig 
very prolific already, the country would beyond all peradventure become very populous 
in a little time, if a fifhery were once fettled among them. The inhabitants aie not con¬ 
temptible for their number at prefent, nor are they to learn the ule of the oar, for all 
of them are generally very dextrous at it: fo that thofe places need not to be planted 
with a new colony, but only furnifhed with proper materials, and a few expert hands, 
to join with the natives to fet on foot and advance a fifhery. 

The people inhabiting the Weltern Ifles of Scotland, maybe about forty thou rand, 
and many of them want employment; this is a-great encouragement both for Jetting^ 
up other manufactories and the hilling trade among them; befides a great number of 
people may be expected from the oppofite continent of the Highlands, and north; 
which, from a late computation, by one who had an eflimate of their number, from feve- 
ral miniflers in the country, are reckoned to exceed the number of iflanders above ten 
to one: and it is too well known, that many of them alfo want employment. The ob¬ 
jection, that they fpeak only Infix, is nothing : many of them underhand Englifh, in all 
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the confiderable iflands, which are fufficient to dire£l the reft in catching and curing fifli; 
and in a little time the youth would learn Engliih, 

The commodioufnefs and fafety of the numerous bays and harbours in thofe ifles, 
feem as if nature had defigned them for promoting trade : they are likewife furnifhed 
with plenty of good water and (tones for building* The oppofite main land affords 
wood of divers forts for that ufe* They have abundance of turf and peat for fuel 
and of this latter there is fuch plenty in many parts, as might furoifh fait-pans with fire 
all the year round* The fea forces its paffage in feveral fmall channels through the 
land ; fo as it renders the defign more eafy and practicable. 

The coaft of each ifle affords many thoufand load of fea-ware, which* if preferved, 
might be fuccefsfutSy ufed for making glafs, and likewife kelp for foap P 

The generality of the bays afford all forts of fheil-frfh in great plenty ; as oyfters, 
clams, mufcles, lobfters, cockles, &c. which might be pickled, and exported in great 
quantities- There are great and fmall whales of divers kinds to be had round the ifles, 
and on the fhore of the oppofite continent; and are frequently fecn in narrow bays* 
where they may be eafily caught. The great number of rivers both in the ifles and 
oppofite main land, afford abundance of falmon, which, if rightly managed, might turn, 
to a good account. 

The iffes afford likewife great quantities of black cattle* which might ferve the traders 
both for confumption and export. 

Strath in Skie abounds with good marble, which maybe had at an eafy rate* and near 
the fea. 

There is good wool in moft of the ifies, and very cheap fome are at the charge 
of carrying it on horfeback, about feventy or eighty miles, to the (hires of Murray and 
Aberdeen, 

There are feveral of the ifles that afford a great deal of very fine clay; which, if inu 
proved, might turn to a good account for making earthen-ware of all forts. 

The moft centrical and convenient places for keeping magazines of ca(k, fait, &c. 
are thofe mentioned in the refpeftive ifles; as one at Loch-Maddy ifles, in the ifle of 
North-Vift ; a fecond in the ifle of Hermetra, on the coaft of the ifland Harries ; a 
third in ifland Glafs, on the coaft of Harries ; and a fourth in Stornvay, in the ifle o£ 
Lewis, * 

But for fettling a magazine or colony for trade in general, and fifhing in particular, 
the ifle of Skie is abfolutely the moft centrical, both with regard to the ifles and oppo¬ 
fite main land ; and the moft proper places in this ifle are ifland Ifa in Lochfallart* 
and Lochuge, both on the weft fide of Skie ; Loch-Portrie* and Scowfar on the eaft 
fide, and ifland Dierman on the fouth fide: thefe places abound with all forts of fifh 
that are caught in thofe feas; and they are proper places for a confiderable number of 
men to dwell in, and convenient for fettling magazines in them* 

There are many bays and harbours that are convenient for building towns in feveral 
of the other ifles, if trade were fettled among them; and cod and ling, as well as fifli 
of leffer fize, are to be had generally on the coaft of the leffer, as well as of the larger 
ifles- 1 am not ignorant that foreigners, failing through the Weftern Ifles have been 
tempted, from the fight of fo many wild hills, that feem to be covered all over with 
heath, and faced with high rocks, to imagine that the inhabitants, as well as the 
places of their refidence, are barbarous; and to this opinion their habit as well as their 
language, have contributed* The like is iuppofed by many that live in the fouth of 
Scotland, who know no more of the Weftern Ifles than the natives of Italy : but the 
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lion is not fo fieri* as he is painted, neither are the people Mjribed h ™.‘"JfraAta 
as the world imagines; it is not the habit that makes the monk, nor doth .f* . 

fafliion qualify him that wears it to be virtuous. The inhabitants have . 

ufe ft rangers hofpitably and charitably. I could bring feveral m fiances of barbai y 
and theff committed by ftranger feamen in the ifles, but there is not one 'nftance of 
any injury offered by the iflanders to any feamen or ft rangers. I had a P^ticuai 
account of feamen, who not many years ago ftole cattle and fheep » feveral of the 
ifles • and when they were found on board their veffels, the inhabitants were fatisfied 
to take their value in money or goods, without any further refentment: though many 
feamen, whofe lives were preferred by the natives, have made them very ungrateful 
returns. For the humanity and hofpitable temper of the iflanders to failors, I tha on y 
give two inftances : Capt. Jackfon of Whitehaven, about fixteen years ago, was obliged 
to leave his Ihip, being leaky, in the bay within lfland Glafs, alias Scalpa, in the ifle of 
Harries, with two men to take care of her though loaded with goods: the flnp was not 
within three miles of a houfe, and feparated from the dwelling-places by mountains ; 
yet when the Captain returned, about ten or twelve months after, he found his men 

and the veffel fafe. , , *1111 

Capt. Lotch loft the Dromedary of London, of fix hundred tons burthen* with all 

her rich cargo from the Indies; of which he might have Caved a great deal, had he em¬ 
braced the affiftance which the natives offered him to unlade her: but the Captain s 
fhynefs, and fear of being thought rude, hindered a gentleman on the place to employ 
about feventy hands which he had ready to unlade her, and fo the cargo was lo(L The 
Captain and his men were kindly entertained there by Sir Normand Mack-Leod and 
though among other valuable goods, they had fix boxes of gold duft, there was not the 
leafl; thing taken from them by the inhabitants. There are feme pedlars from the 
fhire of Murray and other parts, who of late have fixed their refidence in the ifle of 
Skie, and travel through the remoteft ifles without any moleftation ; though fome of 
thofe pedlars fpeak no' lrifh. Several barks come yearly from Orkney to the Weftem 
Ifles, to fifh for cod and ling : and many from Anftrufher in the fhire of Fife, came 
formerly to Barray and other ifles to fifh, before the battle of Kilfyth j where moll of 
them being cut off, that trade was afterwards neglected. 

The magazines and fifhing-boats, left by foreigners in the ifles above mentioned, were 
reckoned fecure enough, when one of the natives only was left in charge with them till 
the next feafon ; and fo they might be Hill. So that if a company of ftrangers from 
any part fliould fettle to fith or trade in thefe ifles, there is no place of greater fecurity 
in any part of Europe ; for the proprietors are always ready to affift and lupport all 
ftrangers within their refpeftive jurifdiftions. A few Dutch families fettled in Stornvay, 
in the ifle of Lewis, after King Charles the Second’s reftoration, but fome cunning mer¬ 
chants found means by the fecretaries to prevail with the King to fend them away, 
though they brought the iflanders a great deal of money for the products of their fea 
and laud-fowl, and taught them ferae thing of the arr of filhing. Had they ftaid, the 
iflanders mull certainly have made confide ruble progrefs in trade by this time; for the 
fmall idea of fifhing they had from the Dutch has had fo. much effefl, as to make the 
people of the little village of Stornvay to excel all thofe of the neighbouring ifles and 
continent in the filhing trade ever fince that time. 

For the better government of thofe ifles, in cafe of fetting up a filhing trade there, it 
may perhaps be found neceflary to erect the ifles of Skie, Lewis, Harries, South and 
North-Vift, &c. into a flierivalty, and to build a royal borough in Skie as the center,, 
becaufe of the people’s great diftance in remote ifles, from the head borough of the 
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{hire of Invernefs, This woulti feem much more neceffary here than thofe of Boot 
and Arran, that lie much nearer to Dunbarton, though they be neceffary enough in 
themfelves. 

It may likewife deferve the confideration of the government, whether they fhould 
not make the ifle of Skie a free port, becaufe of the great encouragement fucli immu¬ 
nities give to trade; which always iffues in -the welfare of the public, and adds ftrength 
and reputation to the government. Since thefe Ifles are capable of the improvements 
above-mentioned, it is a great lofs to the nation they fhould be thus neglected. This 
is the general opinion of foreigners as well as of our own countrymen, who know them ; 
but I leave the further enquiry to fuch as fliall be difpofed to attempt a trade there, with 
the concurrence of the government. Scotland has men and money enough to fet up 
a fifhery; fo that there feems to be nothing wanting towards it, but the encouragement 
of thofe in power, to excite the inclination and indufhy of the people. 

If the Dutch in their publick edias call their fifhery a golden mine, and at the fame 
time affirm that it yields them more profit than the Indies do to Spain ; we have very 
great reafon to begin to work upon thofe rich mines, not only in the ifles, btu on all our 
coaft in general. We have multitudes of hands to be employed at a very eafy rate ; 
we have a healthful climate, and our filh, efpecially the herring, come to our coalt in 
April or May, and in the bay in prodigious fhoals in July or Augufl. 1 have feen com¬ 
plaints from Loch-Effort in Skie, that all the (hips there were loaded, and that the bar¬ 
rel of herring might be had there for four-pence, but there were no buyers. 

I have known the herring-filhing to continue in fome bays from September till the 
end of January ; and wherever they are, all other fifh follow them, and whales and feals 
in particular: for the larger fifh of all kinds feed upon herring. 

A brief Defcription uf ihc Ifles of Orkney and Shetland , Isc. 

THE ifles of Orkney lie to the north of Scotland, having the main Caledonian Ocean, 
which contains the Hebrides on the weft, and the German Ocean on the eaft, and the 
•fea towards the north feparates them from the ifles of Shetland. Piitland Firth on the 
fouth, which is twelve miles broad, reaches toDungifbie-head, the moft northern point 
of the main land of Scotland. 

Authors differ as to the origin of the name ; the Englifh call it Orkney, from Erich, 
one of the firfl Piftifh Princes that poffeffed them : and it is obferved, that Pi£t or 
Pight in the Teutonick language fignifies a fighter. The Irifh call them Arkive, from 
the firft planter; and Latin authors call them Orcades. They lie in the northern tem¬ 
perate zone, and thirteenth climate; the longitude is between twenty-two degrees, 
and eleven minutes, and latitude fifty-nine degrees, two minutes: the compafs varies 
here eight degrees; the longed day is about eighteen hours. The air is temperately 
cold, and the night fo clear, that in the middle of June one may fee to read ail night 
long; and the days in winter are by confequence very fliort. Their winters here are 
commonly more fubjett to rain than (how, for the fea-air diffolves the latter. The 
winds are often very boifterous in this country. 

The fea ebbs and flows here as in other parts, except in a few founds, and about 
fome promontories ; which alter the courfe of the tides, and make them very impetu¬ 
ous. 

The ifles of Orkney are reckoned twenty-fix in number; the leffer ifles, called Holms, 
are not inhabited, but fit for pafturage : moft of their names end in a or ey t that in the 
Teutonick language fignifies water, with which they are all furrounded. 
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The mam land, called by the ancients Pomona, is about twenty.four long, and in the 
middle of it, on the fouth fide, lies the only town in Orkney, called Kirkwall, which is 
about three quarters of a mile in length ; the Danes called it Cracoviaca. There has¬ 
ten two fine edifices in it, one of them called the King’s Palace, which is fuppofed to 
have been built by one of the bifhops of Orkney, becaufe in the wall there is a bifhopY 
mitre and amis engraven, and the bifliops anciently had their refidencein it. 

The palace now called the Bifhop’s, was built by Patrick Stewart, Earl of Orkney, 

Anno 1606. . , 

There is a ftately church in this town, having a fteeple erected on tour large pillars 
in the middle of it; there are fourteen pillars on each fide the church; it is called by 
the name of St. Magnus's Church, being founded, as the inhabitants fay, by Magnus 
King of Norway; whom they believe to be interred there. The feat of Judies for thefe 
ifles is, kept here; the fleward, fheriff, and commiffary, do each of them keep their re- 
fpedive courts in this place. It hath a public fchool for teaching of grammar learning,, 
endowed with a'competent falary. . _ 

This town was erected into a royal borough when the Danes pofiefied it, and tneur 
charter was afterwards con finned to them by King James the Third, Atino 1486. They 
have from that charter a power to hold Borough-Courts, to imprifon, to arreft, to 
make bye-laws, to chufe their own magiftrates yearly, to have two weekly markets ; 
and they have alfo power of life and death, and of fending commiflioners to Parliament, 
and all other privileges granted to royal boroughs. This charter was dated at Edin¬ 
burgh the laft day of March, i486, and it was fince ratified by King James the V. and 
King Charles the II. The town is governed by a provoft, four bailiffs, and a common- 
council. 

On the weft- end of the main is the King’s palace formerly mentioned, built by Robert 
Stewart Earl of Orkney, about the year 1574. Several rooms in it have been curioufiy 
painted with feripture'{lories, as the flood of Noah, Chrift’s riding to Jerufaletn, &c. 
and each figure has the feripture by it, that it refers to. Above the arms within there 
is this lofty infeription, Sic fuit, ej?, erit. This ifland is fruitful in com and grafs,-. 
and has feveral good harbours ; one of them at Kirkwall, a fecond at the bay of Ker- 
flon village, near the weft end of theifle, well fecured againft wind and weather ; the 
third is at Deer-Sound, and reckoned a very good harbour ; the fourth is at Graharn- 
fhail, towards the eafl fide of the ifle, but in failing to and from the eaft fide, feamen 
would do well to fail betwixt Lambhohn and the main land, and not between Lamb- 
holm and Burray, which is (hallow. 

On the eaft of the main land lies the fmall ifle Copinfha, fruitful in com and grafs;; 
it is diftinguiflied by Tea-faring men for its eonfpicuoufnefs at a great diftance. To the 
north eiid°of it lies the Holm, called the Horfe of Copinfha. Over againft Kerfton 
Bay lie the ifles of Hoy and Waes, which make but one ifle, about twelve miles in 
length, and mountainous. In this ifland is the hill of Hoy, which is reckoned the high- 

eft in Orkney. . 

The ifle of Routh-Ronalfhaw lies to the eaft of Waes, it is five miles in length, and 
fruitful in corn; Burray in the fouth end is the ferry to Duncanfbay in Caithneis. A 
Kttlefurther to the fouth lies Swinna ifle, remarkable only for a part of Pightland-Firth 
lying to the weft of it, called the Wefts of Swinna : they are two whirl-pools in the fea, 
which run about with fuch violence, that any veffel or boat coming within their reach, 
go always round until they fink. Thefe wells are dangerous only when there is a dead 
calm ; for if a boat be under fail with any wind, it is eafy to go over them. If any boat 
be forced into thefe wells by the violence of the tide, the boat-men eaft a barrel or an 
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oar into the wells; and while it is fwallowing it up, the fea continues calm, and gives 
the boat an opportunity to pafs over. 

To the north of the main lies the ifle of Shapinfha, five miles In length, and has an 
harbour at Elwick on the fouth. Further to the north lie the ifles of Stronfa, five miles 
in length, and Eda which is four miles; Ronfa lies to the north-weft, and is fix miles 
long. The ifle Sanda lies north, twelve miles in length, and is reckoned the moll fruit¬ 
ful and beautiful of all the Orcades. 

The ifles of Orkney in general are fruitful in corn and cattle, and abound with ftore 
of rabbits. 

The flieep are very fruitful here, many of them have two, fomc three, and others 
four lambs at a time ; they often die with a difeafe called the Sheep-dead, which is oc- 
cafioned by little animals about half an inch long, that are engendered in their liver. 

The horfes are of a very fmall fize, but hardy, and expofed to the rigour of the fea- 
fon, during the winter and fpring : thegrafs being then fcarce, they are fed withfea- 


ware. 


The fields every where abound with variety of plants and roots, and the latter are go- 
inerally very large; the common people drefs their leather with the roots of Tormentil, 
nftead of bark. 

The main land is furniflied with abundance of good marie, which is ufed fuccefsfully 
by the hufbandman for manuring the ground. 

The inhabitants fay there are mines of filver, tin and lead in the main land, South- 
Ronalfliaw, Stronfa, Sanda, and Hoy. Some veins of marble are to be feen at Buck- 
guoy^ and Swinna. There are no trees in thefe ifles, except in gardens, and thofe bear 
no fruit. Their common fuel is peat and turf, of which there is fuch plenty, as to fur- 
nifti a falt-pan with fuel. A fouth-eall and north weft moon caufe high water here. 

The Finland fifhermen have been frequently feen on the coaft of this ifle, particularly 
in the year 1682. The people on the coaft faw one of them in his little boat, and en¬ 
deavoured to take him, but could not come at him, he retired fo fpeedily. They fay 
the fifh retire from the coaft, when they fee thefe men come to it. 

One of the boats, fent from Orkney to Edinburgh, is to be feen in the Phyficians 
Hall, with the oar he makes ufe of, and the dart with which he kills his fifh. 

There is no venomous creature in this country. The inhabitants fay there is a fnaii 
there, which has a bright ftone growing in it. There is abundance of (hell fifh here, as 
oyfters, mufcles, crabs, cockles, &c. of this latter they make much fine lime. The 
rocks on the fhore afford plenty of fea ware, as alga-marina, he. 

The fea abounds with variety of fifh, but efpecially herring, which are much ne- 
glefted fince the battle of Kilfyth, at which time, the fiftiermen from Fife were almoft 
all killed there. 

There are many fmall wliales round the coaft of this ifle; and the amphibia here are 
' otters and feals. 

The chief produft of Orkney that is yearly exported from thence, is corn, fifh, hides, 
tallow, butter, fkins of feals, otter-fkins, lamb fkins, rabbit-lkins, fluffs, white fait, wool, 
pens, down, feathers, hams, &c. 

Some fpermiceti, and ambergreafe, as alfo the os capkr are found on the fhore of 
feveral of thofe ifles. 

This country affords plenty of fea and land fowl, as geefe, ducks. Solan geefe, fwans, 
lyres, and eagles, which are fo ftrong as to carry away children. There is alfo the 
cleck-goofe.; the fhells in which this fowl is faid to be produced, are found in feveral 
ifles iticking to trees by the bill ; of this kind 1 have feen many : the fowl was covered 
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by a fhell, and the head flock to the tree by the bill, but I never faw any of them with 
life in them upon the tree ; but the natives told me, that they had obl'erved them to 
move with the heat of the fun. 

The Piets are believed to have been the fir ft inhabitants of thefe Hies, and there are 
houfes of a rqund form in feveral parts of the country, called by the name of Piets 
houfes; and for the fame reafon, the Firth is called Pightland or Pentland Firth. Our 
hiftorians call thefe iflcs the ancient kingdom of the Piets. Buchanan gives an account 
of one Belus King of Orkney, who being defeated by King Ewen the fecond of Scot¬ 
land, became defperate, and killed himfelt. The effigies of this Belus is engraven on a 
ftone in the church of Birfa on the main land. Boethius makes mention of another of 
their kings, called Bannus, and by others Gethus, who being vanquifhed by Claudius 
Csefar, was by him afterwards, together with his wife and family, carried captive to 
Rome, and there led in triumph. Anno Cbrifti 43. 

The Pifts pofleffed Orkney until the reign of Kenneth the fecond of Scotland, who 
fubdued the country, and annexed it to his crown. From that time Orkney was peace¬ 
ably pofleffed by the Scots, until about the year 1099, that Donald Bane intending to 
fecure the kingdom to hitnfelf, promifed both thefe and the Wefternlflesto Magnus 
King of Norway, upon condition, that he Ihould fupport him with a competent force: 
which he performed ; and by this means became matter of thefe ides, until the reign of 
Alexander the third, who by his valour expelled the Danes. The Kings of Denmark 
did afterwards refign their title for a fum of money, and this refignation was ratified 
under the great feal of Denmark, at the marriage of King James the fixth of Scotland, 
with Anne Princefs of Denmark. 

Orkney has been from time to time a title of honour to feveral perfons of great qua¬ 
lity : Henry and William Sinclairs were called Princes of Orkney ; and Rothuel Hep¬ 
burn was made Duke of Orkney: Lord George Hamilton (brother to the prefent Duke 
of Hamilton) was by the late King William created Earl of Orkney. The Earl of 
Morton had a mortgage of Orkney and Zetland from King Charles the firft, which 
was fince reduced by a decree of the Lords of Seffion, obtained at the inftance of the 
King’s advocate againft the earl; and this decree was afterward ratified by aft of par¬ 
liament, and the Earldom of Orkney, and Lordfhip of Zetland, have fince that time 
been erefted into a ftewartry. The reafon, on which the decree was founded, is faid to 
have been that the Earl’s deputy feized upon fome chefts of gold found in the rich Am* 
fterdam fhip, called the Carlmelan, that was loft in Zetland 1664. 

There are feveral gentlemen of eftates in Orkney but the Queen is the principal pro¬ 
prietor ; and one half of the whole belongs to the crown, befides the late acceliion of 
the bifhop’s rents, which is about 9000 merles Scots per Annum . There is a yearly 
roup of Orkney rents, and he that offers higheft is preferred to be the King’s fteward 
for the time; and as fuch, he is principal judge of the country. But this precarious 
leafe is a public lofs to the inhabitants, efpecially the poorer fort, who complain that 
they would be allowed to pay money for their corn and meal in time of fcarcity; but 
that the fteward s carried it off to other parts, andneglefted the intereft of the country. 
The intereft of the crown fuffers likewife by this means, for much of the crown lands 
lie wafts: whereas if there were a conftant fteward, it might be much better managed; 
both for the crown and the inhabitants. 

There is a tenure of land in Orkney, differing from any other in the kingdom, and 
this they call Udal Right, from Ulaus King of Norway, who after taking poffeffion of 
thofe iflands, gave a right to the inhabitants, on condition of paying the third to 
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himfelf; and this right the inhabitants had fucceffively, without any charter. All the 
lands of Orkney are Ucfal lands, King’s lands, or feued lands. 

They differ in their meafures from other parts of Scotland, for they do not ufe 
the peck or fir let, but weigh their corns in Pifmores, or Pundlers; the leaft quantity 
they call a Merk, which is eighteen ounces, and twenty-four make a Leifpound, or 
Setten, which is the fame with the Danes that a done weight is with us. 

The ancient State of the Church of Orkney. 

THE churches of Orkney and Zetland ifles were formerly under the government of 
a bifliop; the cathedral church was St. Magnus in Kirkwall. There are thirty-one 
churches, and about one hundred chapels in the couniry, and the whole make up about 
eighteen pariflies. 

This diocefe had feveral great dignities and privileges for a long time, but by the fuc- 
ceffion and change of many mailers they were leflened. Dr. Robert Keid, their bifhop, 
made an erection of feven dignities, viz. r. A provoft, to whom, under the bilhop, the 
government of the canons, &c. did belong; he had allotted to him the prebendary of 
Holy Trinity, and the vicarage of South RonaHhaw. 2. An arch-deacon. 3. A pre¬ 
centor, who had the prebendary of Ophir, and vicarage of Stenuis. 4. A chancellor,, 
who was to be learned in both laws $ to him was given the prebendary of St. Mary in 
Sanda, and the vicarage of Sanda. 5. A treasurer, who was to keep the treafure of 
the church, and facred veftments, &c. he was reftor of St. Nicholas in Stronfa. 6. A 
fub-dean, who was parfon of Hoy, &c. 7. A fub-chanter, who was bound to play on 

the organs each Lord’s Day, and feftivals; he was prebendary of St. Colme. He 
erefted feven other canonries and prebends; to which dignities he afligned, befides 
their churches, the rents of the parfonages of St. Colme in Waes, and HoLy-Crofs in 
Weftra, as alfo the vicarages of the parifh churches of Sand, Wick, and Stromnefs. 
He erefted, befides thefe, thirteen chaplains; every one of which was to have twenty- 
four meils of corn, and ten merks of money for their yearly falary; befides their daily 
diftributions, which were to be raifed from the rents of the vicarage of the cathedral 
church, and from the foundation of Thomas Bifliop of Orkney, and the twelve pounds 
ratified by King James the Third, and James the Fourth of Scotland. To thefe he add¬ 
ed a Sacrifl, and fix boys to bear tapers. The charter of the erection is dated at Kirk*s~ 
wall, Oftober 28, Anno 1554. 

This was the ftate of the church under popery. Some time after the reformation, 
Bifhop Law being made Bifliop of Orkney, and the earldom united to the crown (by 
the forfeiture and death of Patrick Stewart Eari of Orkney,) he with the confent of his 
chapter made a contra ft with King James the Sixth, in which they refign all their ec- 
clefiaftical lands to the crown j and the king gives back to the bifliop feveral lands in 
Orkney, as Horn, Orphir, &c. and His Majefty gave alfo the CommifTariot of Orkney to 
the bifliop and his fueceffors; and then a competent number of perfons for a chapter, 
were agreed on. This contraft was made Anno 1614. 

The ancient Monuments and Curiofcties in thefe Iflands are as follow : 

IN the ifle of Hoy, there is the Dwarfie-flone between two hills, it is about thirty- 
four feet long, and about fixteen feet broad j it is made hollow by human induftry : it 
has a fmall fquare entry looking to the eaft, about two feet high, and has a ftone pro¬ 
portionable 
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portion able at two feet diftance before the entry. At one of the ends within this ft one 
there is cut out a bed and pillow, capable of two perfons to lie in ; at the other op- 
polite end there is a void fpacecut out refembling a bed j and above both thefe there is 
a large hole, which is fuppofed was a vent for fmoke. The common tradition is* that a 
giant and his wife made this their place of retreat* 

About a mile to the weft of the main land at Skeal-honfe, there is in the top of high 
rocks many Hones difpofed like a ftreet, about a quarter of a mile in length, and between 
twenty and thirty feet broad. They differ in figure and magnitude, are of a red colour ; 
fomerefemble a heart, fome a crown, leg, fhoe, laft, weaver’s fhuttle, &c* 

On the weft and eaft fide of Loch Stennis, on the main land; there are two circles of 
large ftone erefted in a ditch; the larger, which is round on the north-weft fide, is a 
hundred paces diameter, and fome of the ftones are twenty feet high, and above four in 
breadth * they are not all of a height, nor placed at an equal diftance, and many of 
them are fallen down on the ground* 

About a little diftance further, there is a femi-circle of larger ftones than thofe men¬ 
tioned above, There are two green mounts, at the eaft and weft fide of the circle, 
which are fuppofed to be artificial; and fibule of filver were found in them fome time 
ago, which on one fide refembled a horfe's-flioe, more than any thing elfe. 

The hills and circles are believed to have been places defigned to offer facrifice in 
time of Pagan idolatry; and for this reafon the people called them the ancient temples 
of the Gods, as we may find by Boethius in the life of Manias, Several of the inhabi¬ 
tants have a tradition, that the fun was worfhipped in the larger, and the moon in the 
Idler circle. 

In the chapel of Glet, in the ifle of Sanda, there is a grave of nineteen feet in length ; 
fome who had the curiolity to open it, found only a piece of a man's backbone in it, big¬ 
ger than that of a horfe. The minifter of the place had the curiofity to keep the bone 
by him for fome time. The inhabitants have a tradition of a giant there, whofe ftatura 
was fuch, that he could reach his hand as high as the top of the chapel. There have 
been large bones found lately in Weftra, and one of the natives who died not long ago, 
was for his ftature diftinguiftied by the tide of the Micle, or great Man of Waes. 

There are erected ftones in divers parts, both of the main, and leffer ifles, which are 
believed to have been erected as monuments of fuch as diftinguiftied themfelvcs in battle* 

There have been feveral ft range in fiances of the effects of thunder here j as that of 
burning Kirkwall fteeple by lightning in the year 1670. At Stromnefs a gentleman 
had twelve kine, fix of which in a (tall were fuddenly killed by thunder, and the other 
fix left alive ; and it was remarkable that the thunder did not kill them all as they ftood, 
but killed one, and miffed another. This happened in 1680, and is attefted by the 
minifter, and others of the parifh. 

There is a ruinous chapel in Papa Weftra, called St. Tredwels, at the door of which 
there is a heap of ftones ; which was the fuperftkion of the common people, who have 
fuch a veneration for this chapel above any other, that they never fail, at their coming 
to it, to throw a ftone as an offering before the door : and this they reckon anindifpen- 
fibleduty enjoined by their anceftors. 

Lady-Kirk in South-Ronatfhaw, though ruinous, and without a roof, is fo much reve¬ 
renced by the natives, that they chufe rather to repair this old one, than to build 
a new church in a more convenient place, and at a cheaper rate : fuch is the power of 
education, that thefe men cannot be cured of thefe fuperfluaus fancies, tranfmitted 
to them by their ignorant anceftors* 
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Within the ancient fabric of Lady-Church there is a Hone of four feet in length, and 
two in breadth, tapering at both ends: this fione has engraven on it the print of two 
feet, concerning which the inhabitants have the following tradition: that St. Magnus 
wanting a boat to carry him over Pightland Firth to the oppofite main land of C.aithnefs, 
made ufe of this (lone inflcad of a boat, and afterwards carried it to this church, where it 
continues ever fince. But others have this more reafonable opinion, that it has been 
ufed in time of Popery for delinquents, who were obliged to hand barefoot upon it by 
■way of penance. Several of the vulgar inhabiting the lefT r files obferve the anniver- 
fary of their relpeftive faints. There is one day in harveft on which the vulgar abftain 
from work, becaufe of an ancient and foolifh tradition, that if they do their work, the. 
ridges will bleed. 

They have a charm for flopping exceflive bleeding, either in man or bead, whether 
the caufe be internal or external; which is performed by fending the name of the pa¬ 
tient to the charmer, who adds feme more words to it, and, after repeating thofe words, 
the cure is performed, though the charmer be feveral miles d iff ant from the patient. 
They have likewife other charms which they ufe frequently at a diftance, and that alfo 
with fuccefs. 

The inhabitants are well proportioned, and feem to be more fanguine than they are; 
the poorer fort live much upon fifh of various kinds, and fometimes without any bread. 
The inhabitants in general are fubjeft to the feurvy, imputed to the fifh and fait meat, 
which is their daily food; yet feveral of the inhabitants arrive at a great age : a woman 
in Evie brought forth a child in the fixty-third year of her age. 

One living in Kerflon lately was one hundred and twelve years old, and went to fea 
at one hundred and ten. A gentleman at Stronfa, about four years ago, had a fon at 
a hundred and ten years old. One William Muir in Weftra lived a hundred and forty 
years, and died about eighteen years ago. The inhabitants fpeak the Englifh tongue : 
feveral of the vulgar fpeak the Danifh or Norfe language ; and many among them retain 
the ancient Danifh names. 

Thofe of Deflruftion are hofpitable and obliging, the vulgar are generally civil and 
affable. Both of them ‘ wear the habit in fafhion in the Lowlands, and fome wear a 
feal-fkin for fhoes; which they do not few, but only tie them about their feet with 
firings, and fometimes thongs of leather: they are generally able and flout featnen. 

The common people are very laborious, and undergo great fatigues, and no fmall 
hazard in fifhing. The ifles of Orkney were formerly liable to frequent incurfions by 
the Norwegians, and thofe inhabiting the Weftern Ifles of Scotland. To prevent which, 
each village was obliged to furnifh a large boat well manned to oppofe the enemy, and 
upon their landing all the inhabitants were to appear armed ; and beacons were fet 
on the top of the highefl hills and rocks, to give a general warning on the fight of an 
approaching enemy. 

About the year 1634, Dr. Graham being then bifhop of Orkney, a young boy called 
William Garioch, had fome acres of land, and fome cattle, &c. left him by his father 
deceafed : he being young was kept by his uncle, who had a great defire to obtain the 
lands, &c. belonging to his nephew ; who, being kept fhort, flole a fetten of barley, 
■which is about twenty-eight pound weight, from his uncle; for which he purfued the 
youth, who was then eighteen years of age, before thefheriff. The theft being proved, 
the young man received fentence of death ; but going up the ladder to be hanged, he 
prayed earneftly that God would inflifl fome vifible judgment on his uncle, who out of 
covetoufnefs had procured his death. The uncle happened after this to be walking in 
the churchyard of Kirkwall, and as he flood upon the young man’s grave, the bifhop's 
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dog run at' him all of a fudden, and tore out his throat; and fo he became a monu¬ 
ment of God’s wrath againft fuch covetous wretches. This account was given to Mr. 
Wallace mini Her there, by feveral that were witneffes of the faff. 

Schetland* 

SCHETLAND lies north-eaft from Orkney, between the 6oth and 6ift degree of 
latitude ; the diftance between the head of Sanda, which is the mod northerly part of 
Orkney, and Swinburg-head, the molt foutherly point of Schetland, is commonly 
reckoned to be twenty or twenty-one leagues : the tides running betwixt are al¬ 
ways impetuous, and dwelling as well in a calm as when a frelh gale blows; and the 
greatt'fh danger is near the Fair llle, which lies nearer to Schetland than Orkney by 

four leagues. . 

The largeft ifle of Schetland, by the natives called the main-land, is fixty miles m 
length from fouth-weft to the north-eaft, and from fix teen to one mile in breadth. 
Some call thefe illes Hethland, others Hoghland, which in the Norfe tongue fignifies 
high-land ; Schetland in the fame language fignifies fea-land. 

This ifle is for the mod part mofiy, and more cultivated on the fliore than in any 
other part; it is mountainous and covered with heath, which renders it fitter for paf- 
turage than tillage. The inhabitants depend upon the Orkney ifles for their com. The 
ground is generally fo boggy, that it makes riding impracticable, and travelling on foot 
not very pleafant; there being feveral parts into which people fink, to the endanger¬ 
ing their lives, of which there have been feveral late inflances. About the fummer 
folftice, they have fo much light all night, that they can fee to read by it. The fun fets 
between ten and eleven, and rifes between one and two in the morning, but then the 
day is fo much the fhorter, and the night longer in the winter. This, together with 
the violence of the tides and tempeftous feas, deprives the inhabitants of all foreign cor- 
rerpondence from Oaober till April, and often till May; during which fpace, they are 
altogether ftrangers to the reft of mankind, of whom they hear not the lead news. A 
remarkable inftance of this happened after the late Revolution : they had no account 
of the Prince of Orange’s late landing in England, coronation, &c. until a fifherman 
happened to land in thefe ifles in the May following : and he was not believed, but in¬ 
dicted for high-treafon for fpreading fuch news. 

The air of this ifie is cold and piercing, notivithftanding which, many of the inha¬ 
bitants arrive at a great age; of which there are feveral remarkable inflances. Bu¬ 
chanan in his Hift. lib. i. gives an account of one Laurence, who lived inhis fone,.fome 
of whofe offspring do fliU live in the parifh of Waes; this man, after he arrived at one 
hundred years of age, married a wife, went out a fifhing when he was one hundred 
and forty years old, and, upon his return, died rather of old age, than of.any diftemper. 

The inhabitants give an account of Tairville, who arrived at the age of one hundred 
and eighty, and never drank any tnak drink, diftilled waters nor wine. They fay 
that his fon lived longer than him, and that his grandchildren lived to a good age, and 
feldom or never drank any ftronger liquors than milk, water, or blai)d. 

The direafe that afflicts the inhabitants here inoft is the fcurvy, which they fuppofe is 
occafioned by their eating too much falt-fifti. There is a diftemper here called baftard 
fcurvy, which difcovers itfelf by the falling of the hair from the peoples’ eye-brows, 
and the falling of their nofes, &c. and as foon as the fymploms appear, theperfons are 
removed to the fields, where little houfes are built for them on purpofe to prevent in¬ 
fection. The principal caufg of this diftemper is believed, to be want of bread, and 
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feeding on fVfli alone, particularly the liver : man;/ poor families are fometimes without 
bread, for three, four, or five months togethers. They fay likewife that their drinking 
of bland, which is their univerfal liquor, and preferved for the winter as part of their 
provifions, is another caufe of this diftemper. This drink is made of buttermilk mixed 
with water; there be many of them who never tafte ale or beer, for their fcarcity 
of bread is fuch, that they can fpare no corn for drink : fo that they have no other 
than bland, but what they get from foreign veffels that refort thither every fummer 
to fifh. 

The ifles in general afford a great quantity of fcurvy-grafs, which, ufed difcreetly, is 
found to be a good remedy againfl this difeafe. The jaundice is commonly cured by 
drinking the powder of fhell-fnails among their drink, in the fpace of three or four 
days* They firft dry, then pulverize the Avails ; and it is ebfervable, that though this 
duff fhould be kept all the year round, and grow into vermine, it may be dried again, 
and pulverized for that ufe. 

The ifles afford abundance of fea-fowl, which ferve the inhabitants for part of 
their food during fummer and harveft, and the down and feathez-s bring them great 
gain. 

The feveral tribes of fowl here build and hatch apart, and every tribe keeps clofe 
together, as if it were by confent. Some of the leffer ifles are fo crouded with variety 
of fea-fowl, that they darken the air when they fly in great numbers. After their coming, 
which is commonly in February, they fit very clofe together for fome time, till they re¬ 
cover the fatigue of their long flight from their remote quarters; and after they have 
hatched their young, and find they are able to fly, they go away together to fome other 
unknown place. 

The people inhabiting the leffer ifles have abundance of eggs and fowl, which con¬ 
tribute to maintain their families during the fummer. 

The common people are generally very dextrous in climbing the rocks in queft of 
thofe eggs and fowl; but this exercife is attended with very great danger, and fome¬ 
times proves fatal to thofe that venture too far. 

The moft remarkable experiment of this fort, is at the iflc called the Nofs of Braffah, 
and is as follows : the Nofs being about fixteen fathom diftant from the fide of the 
oppofite main ; the higher and lower rocks hav$ two flakes fattened in each of them, 
and to thefe there are ropes tied: upon the ropes there is an engine hung, which 
they call a cradle; and in this a man makes his way over from the greater to the lefl’er 
rocks, where he makes a confiderable purchafe of eggs and fowl; but his return being 
by an afcent, makes it more dangerous, though thofe on the great rock have a rope 
tied to the cradle, by which they draw it and the man fafe over for the mofl part. 

There are fome rocks here computed to be about three hundred fathom high; and 
the way of climbing them is, to tie a rope about a man’s middle, and let him down 
with a bafket, in which he brings up his eggs and fowl. The ifle of Foula is the mofl; 
dangerous and fatal to the climbers, for many of them perifli in the attempt. 

The crows are very numerous in Schetland, and differ in their colour from thofe on 
the main land ; for the head, wings, and tail of thofe in Schetland are only black, and 
their back, bread:, and tail of a grey colour. When black crows are feen there at any 
time, the inhabitants fay it is a prefage of approaching famine. 

There are fine hawks in thefe ifles, and particularly thofe of Fair Ifle are reputed 
among the bell that are to be had any where ; they are obferved to go far for their prey, 
and particularly for moor-fowl as far as the ifles of Orkney, winch are about fixteen 
leagues from them. 
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There are Iikewife many eagles in and about thefe ifles, which are very deftruftive 
to the fheep and lambs. 

This country produces little horfes, commonly called Shelties, and they are very 
fprightly, though the lead of their kind to be feen any where ; they are lower in fix¬ 
ture thanthofe of Orkney, and it is common for a man of ordinary ftrcngth to lift a 
Sheltie from the ground; yet this little creature is able to carry double. The black 
are efteemed to be the mod hardy, but the pyed ones feldom prove fo good : they live 
many times till thirty years of age, and are fit for fervice all the while. Thefe horfes 
are never brought into a houfe, but expofed to the rigour of the lealon all the year 
round ; and when they have no grafs, feed upon fea-ware, which is only to be had at 
the tide of ebb. 

The ifles of Schctland produce many flieep, which have two and three Iambs at a 
time ; they would be much more numerous, did,not eagles deftroy them; they are like- 
wife reduced to feed on fea-ware during the froft and blow. 

The lejfer IJIcs of Schetland are as follow ; 

The life Trondra, which lies oppofite to Scalloway town on the weft; three miles 
long, and two broad. 

Further to the north-eaft lies the ifle of Whalfey, about three miles in length and as 
many in breadth ; the rats are very numerous here,, and do abundance of mifchief by 
deftroying the corn. 

At fome further diftance lie the fmall ifles called Skerries ; there is a church in one 
of them. Thefe ifles and rocks prove often fatal to Teamen, but advantageous to the- 
inhabitants, by the wrecks and goods that the winds and tides drive alhore; which 
often fupply them with fuel, of which they are altogether deftitute. It was here that 
the Carmelan of Amfterdam was call away, as bound for the Eaft Indies, ann. 1664. 
Among the rich cargo Ihe had feveral chells of coined gold, the whole was valued at- 
3,000,000 guilders ; of all the crew four only were faved. The inhabitants of the fmall 
ifles, among other advantages they had by this wreck, had the pleafure of drinking 
liberally of the itrong drink which was driven afhore in large calks, for the fpace of 
three weeks. 

Between Brafla-Sound and the oppofite main, lies the Unicorn, a dangerous rock,, 
vifible only at low water; it is fo called ever fmce a veflel of that name perilhed upon 
it, commanded by 'William Kirkaldy of Gronge, who was in. eager purfuit of the Earl 
of Both well, and very near him when his fliip ft ruck. 

On the eaft lies the iflc called Fifliolm ; to the north-eaft: lies Little Rue, and on the 
weft Mickle Rue; the latter is eight miles in length and two in breadth,, and has a 
good harbour. 

Near to Filing lies the ifles of Vemantry, which have feveral harbours; Orney,, 
Little Papa, Helilha, &c. 

To the north-weft of the Nefs lies St. Ninian’s Ifle; it has a chapel and an altar in 
it, upon which forae of the inhabitants retain the ancient fuperftiaous cuftotn of burn¬ 
ing candle. 

Papa-Stour is two miles in length;- it excels any ifle of its extent for all the con— 
venieces of human life: it has four good harbours, one of which looks to the fouth, 
another to the weft, and two to the north. 

The Lyra-Skerries, fo called from the fowl of that name that abound in them, lie - 
near this ifle. 
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About fix leagues weft of the main lies theifle Foula, about three miles in length ; it 
has a rock remarkable for its height, which is feen from Orkney when the weather is 
fair; it hath a harbour on one fide. 

'i he i lie of BrafTa lies to the eaft of Ting wall; it is five miles in length, and two in 
breadth : fome parts of the coaft are arable ground, and there are two churches in it. 

Further to the eaft lie., the (mail file called the Nofs of Brafla. 

The ifle of Bur ray is three mites long, has good pafhirage, and abundance of filh on 
its coaft; it has a large church and fteeple in it. The inhabitants lay that mice do not 
live in this ifle when brought to it; and that the earth of it being brought to any other 
part where the mice are, they will quickly abandon it. 

Haveroy ifle, which is a mile and a half in length, lies to the fouth-eaft of Burray. 

The ifle of Yell is fixteen miles long, and from eight to one in breadth ; it lies north- 
eaft from the main: there are three churches and feveral fmall chapels in it. 

T he ifle of Hakafhie is two miles long; Samphrey ifle one mile long j Biggai ifle is a 
mile and a half in length : all three lie round Yell, and are reputed among the beft of 
the lefler ides. 

The ifle ofFetlor lies to the north-eaft of Yell, and is five miles in length, and four in 
breadth ; it hath a church, and fome of the Pitts houfes in it. 

The ifle Unft is eight miles long, and is the pleafanteft of the Schetland ifles; it has 
three churches, and as many harbours; it is reckoned the inoft northern of all the 
Britifh dominions. The inhabitants of the ifle Vailafay that no cat will live in it, and if 
any cat be brought to it, they will rather venture to fea than flay in the ifle: they fay that 
a cat was feen upon the ifle about fifty years ago, but how it came there was unknown. 
They obferved about the fame time how the proprietor was in great torment, and as 
they fuppofe by witchcraft, of which they fay he then died. There is no account that 
any cat has been feen in the ifle ever fince that gentleman’s death, except when they 
were carried to it, for making the above-mentioned experiment. 

The inhabitants fay that if a compafs be placed at the houfe of Udfta,on the weft fide 
of the ifle Fetlor, the needle will be in perpetual diforder, without fixing to any one 
pole; and that being tried afterwards in the top of that houfe, it had the fame effeCt. 
They add further, that when a veflel fails near that houfe, the needle of the compafs is 
difordered in the fame manner. 

There is a yellow fort of metal lately difeovered in the ifle of Uzia, but the inhabi¬ 
tants had not found a way to melt it, fa that it is not yet turned to any account. 

The ancient Court of Jitft'tce 

In thefe iflands was held in Holm, in the parifh of Tingwall, in the middle of the 
main land. This Holm is an ifland in the middle of a fre/h-warer lake ; it is to this 
day called the Law-'I ing, and the parifh, in all probability, hath its name from it. The 
entrance to this Holm is by fome ftones laid ill the water; and in the Holm there are 
four great ftones, upou which fat the judge, clerk, and other officers of the court. The 
inhabitants that had law fuits attended at fome diftance from the Holm, on the other 
fide of the lake j and when any of them was called by the officer, he entered by rhe 
ftepping ftones ; and being difinifled, he returned the fame way. This was the praftice 
of the Danes. 1 he inhabitants have a tradition among them, that after one had re¬ 
ceived fentence of death upon the Holm, he obtained a remiffion, provided he made his 
efcape through the crowd of people on the lake fide, and touched Tingwall fteeple be¬ 
fore any could lay hold on him. This fteeple in thofe days was an afy lum for malefactors 

and 
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and debtors to flee into. The inhabitants of this ifleare all proteHants ;■ they generally 
fpeak the Englilh tongue, and many among them retain the ancient Damfli language, 
efpecially in the more northern ifles. There are feveral who (peak Englilh, Norfe, and 
Dutch ; the laft of which is acquired by their converfe with the Hollanders, that filh 
yearly in thofe ifles- 

The people are generally reputed difcreet, and charitable to grangers; and thofe of 
the bed rank, are falbionable in their apparel. 

Shetland is much more populous now than it was thirty years ago, which is owing to 
the trade, and particularly that of their fifliery, fo much followed every year by the 
Hollanders, Hamburghers, and others. The increafe ot people at Lerwick is confide- 
rable; for it had but three or four families about thirty years ago, and is fince increafed 
to about three hundred families ; and it is obfervable, that few of their families were 
natives of Shetland, but came from feveral parts of Scotland, and efpecially from the 
northern and ealtern coafts. 

The fifliery in Shetland is the foundation both of their trade and wealth; and though 
it be of late become Iefs than before, yet the inhabitants, by their induflry and applica¬ 
tion, make a greater profit of it than formerly, when they had them nearer the coaft, 
both of the larger and lefler files; but now the grey filli of the largeft fize are not to be 
had in any quantity without going further into the ocean. The filh commonly bought 
by ftrangers here are cod and ling; the inhabitants themfelves make only ufe of the 
fmaller filh and herrings, which abound on the coaft of this ifle in vaft Ihoals. 

The filh called tufk abounds on the coaft of Braffa; the time for filhing is at the 
end of May. This filh is as big as a ling, of a brown and yellow colour, has a broad 
tail; it is better frefli than falted : they are commonly fold at fifteen or fixteen lhillings 
the hundred. 

The inhabitants obferve, that the further they go to the northward the filh are of a 
larger fize, and in greater quantities. They make great ftore of oil, particularly of the 
large grey filh, by them called feths, and the younger fort fillucks : they fay that the 
liver ot one feth affords a pint of Scots meafure, being about four of Englifli meafure. 
The way of making the oil is firll by boiling the liver in a pot half full of water, and 
when it boils the oil goes to the top, and is lkimmed off and put in veffels for ufe. 
The filhers obferve of late, that the livers of filh are lefs in fize than they have been 
formerly. 

The Hamburghers, Bremers, and others, come to this country about the middle of 
May, fet up Ihops in feveral parts, and fell divers commodities; as linen, muflin, and 
fuch things as are moft proper for the inhabitants, but more efpecially beer, brandy, 
and bread ; all which they barter for filh, ftockings, mutton, hens, See.: and when the 
inhabitants alk money for their goods, they receive it immediately. 

In the month of June the Hollanders come with their fiftiing-bufies in great numbers 
upon the coaft for herring; and when they come into the found of Braffa, where the 
herrings are commonly moft plentiful, and very near the Ihore, they difpofe their,nets s 
&c. in order, but never begin till the twenty-fourth of June j for this is the time limited 
among themfelves, which is obferved as a law, thjat none will venture to tranfgrefs. 
This filhing-trade is very beneficial to the inhabitants, who have provifions and necef- 
faries imported to their doors, and employment for all their people, who by their filh¬ 
ing, and felling the various produ&s of the country, bring in a confiderable Ann of 
money yearly. The proprietors of the ground are confiderable gainers alfo, by letting 
their houfes, which ferve as Ihops to the feamen during their refidence here. 
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There have been two thoufand buffes and upwards fiffilng in this found in one ftim- 
mer; but they are. not always fo numerous; they generally go away in Auguft or 
September, 

There are two little towns in the larged of the Shetland ifles: the mod ancient of 
tliefe is Scalloway j it lies on the weft fide of the ifle, which is the moll beautiful and 
pleafant part of it. It hath no trade* and but few inhabitants, the whole being about 
ninety in number. On the fouth-eaft end of the town Hands the caftle of Scalloway, 
which is four ft ones high ; it hath fever ai conveniences and ufeful houfes about it, and 
is well furnifhed with water. Several rooms have been curioufly painted, though the 
better part be now worn off, This ancient houfe is almoft ruinous, there being no 
care taken to repair it. It ferved as a garrifon for the Englifh foldiers that were fent 
hither by Cromwell. This houfe was built by Patrick Stewart Earl of Orkney, anm 
1600, The gate hath the following infcription on it: Patricias Orchadice ct Zelandm 
comes . And underneath the infcription : Cujus fundamen faxtim eji 7 damns ilia manebit; 
lahilis e contra ft ft arena peril. That houfe whofe foundation is on a rock fimll ftand ; 
but if on the fand, it fhall fall. 

The inhabitants fay that this houfe was built upon the Tandy foundation of oppreflion, 
in which they fay the earl exceeded % and for that and other crimes was executed. 

There is a high ft one erected between Tingwall and Scalloway : the inhabitants have 
a tradition, that it was fet up as a monument of a Danilh general, who was killed there 
by the ancient inhabitants, in a battle againft the Danes and Norwegians. 

The fecond and lateft built town is Lerwick; it Hands on that fide of the found where 
the fUhing is: the ground on which it is built is a hard rock, one fide lies toward the 
fea, and the other is furrounded with a mofs, without any arable ground* 

On the north is the citadel of Lerwick, which was built in the year 1665, in time of 
the war with Holland, but never completed ; there is little more of it now left than the 
walls. The inhabitants, about thirty years ago, fifhed up three iron cannon out of a 
fhip that had been caft away near eighty years before; and being all over ruft, they 
made a great fire of peats round them to get off the ruft; and the fire having heated 
the cannon, all the three went off, to the great furprizeof the inhabitants, who fay they 
faw the ball fall in the middle of Braffa Sound, but none of them had any damage by 
them. 

There are many Pidts houfes in this country, and feverai of them entire to this day; 
the higheft exceeds not twenty or thirty feet in height, and are about twelve feet broad 
in the middle ; they taper towards both ends, the entry is lower than the doors of houfes 
commonly are now, the windows are long and very narrow, and the ft airs go up be¬ 
tween the walls* Thefe houfes were built for watch-towers, to give notice of an ap¬ 
proaching enemy ; there is not one of them but what is in view of feme other; fo that 
a fire being made on the top of any one houfe, the fignal was communicated to all the 
reft in a few moments. 

The inhabitants fay that thefe houfes were called burghs, which in the Saxon lan¬ 
guage fignifies a town or caftle fenced all round. The names of fortified places in the 
weftern ifles are in feverai parts called Borg ; and the villages in which the forts ftand, 
are always named Borg . 

The inhabitants of Orkney fay that feverai burying-places among them are called 
burghs, from the Saxon word burying. 

It is generally acknowledged that the Pidts were originally Germans, and particularly 
from that part of it bordering upon the Baltic Sea. They were called Phighiian^ that is, 
fighters. The Romans called them Pffi'u Some writers call them Pidavi f either 
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From that name of Phlgbtian, which they took to themfelves, or from their beauty; 
and accordingly Boethius, in his character of them, joins both thefe together: Oucd 
erant corporibm robujiijjhnis catididifjue ; and Verftegan fays the fame of them. 

The Romans called them Picli, becaufe they had their Jhields painted of divers co- ' 
lours. Some think the name came from pichk, which in the ancient Scots language 
fignifies pitch, that they coloured their faces with, to make them terrible to their ene¬ 
mies in battle; and others think the name was taken from their painted habit. 

This ifle makes part of the lhire of Orkney; there are twelve parifhes in it, and a 
greater number of churches and chapels. Shetland pays not above one-third to the 
crown of what Orkney does. 

The ground being for the molt part boggy and moorifh, is not fo productive of grain 
as the other ifles-and main land of Scotland; and if it were not for the fea-ware, by 
which the ground is enriched^ it would yield but a very fmall produCl. 

There is lately difcovered in divers parts abundance of lime-flone, but the inhabitants 
are not fufficiently inltrlifted in the ufe of it for their corn land. 

There is plenty of good peats, which ferve as fuel for the inhabitants, efpecially on 
the main. 

The amphibia in thefe ifles are feals and otters in abundance : fome of the latter are 
trained to go a fifliing, and fetch feveral forts of fifh home to their maflers. 

There are no trees in any of thefe ifles, neither is there any venomous creature to be 
found here. 

There have been feveral ftrange fifli feen by the inhabitants at fea, fome of the (hape 
of men as far as the middle; they are both troublefome and very terrible to the fifhers, 
who call them Sea-devils. 

It is not long fince every family of any confklerable fubftance in thofe iflands was 
haunted by a fpirit they called Browny, which did feveral forts of work; and this was the 
reafon why they gave him offerings of the various products of the place: thus fome 
when they churned their milk, or brewed, poured fome milk and wort through the hole 
of a ftone, called Browny’s ftone. 

A minifter in this country had an account from one of the ancient inhabitants who 
formerly brewed ale, and fometimes read his bible, that an old woman in the family 
told him that Browny ivas much difpleafed at his reading in that book; and if he did 
not ceafe to read in it any more, Browny would not ferve him as formerly. But the 
man continued his reading notwithftandmg, and when he brewed refufed to give any 
facrifice to Browny ; and fo his firlt and fecond brewing mifcarried, without any vifible 
caufe in the malt; but the third brewing proved good, and Browny got no more facri¬ 
fice from him after that. 

There was another in fiance of a lady in Unit who refufed to give facrifice to Browny, 
and loft two brewings; but the third proved good, and fo Browny vanifhed quite, and 
troubled them no more. 

I (hall add no more, but that the great number of foreign fhips which repair hither 
yearly upon the account of fifliing, ought to excite the people of Scotland to a fpeedy 
improvement of that profitable trade ; which they may carry on with more eafe and 
profit in their own feas than any foreigners whatever. 
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A VOYAGE TO ST. KILDA. 

MT M. MARTIN , Gent* 

PREFACE. 

M EN are generally fond enough of novelty, not to fuffer any thing reprefented un¬ 
der that plaufible invitation to pafs unnoticed. A defcription of fonie remote 
corner in the Indies fhall be fare to afford us high amufement, whilft a thoufand things 
much nearer to us might engage our thoughts to better purpofe, and the knowledge of 
them ferve to promote our true intereft, and the hi dory of nature. It is a piece of 
weaknefs and folly to value things merely on account of their diftahce: thus men have 
travelled far in feaich of foreign plants and animals, and continued ftran^ers to the 
productions of their own climate. The following relation, therefore, I hope will not 
prove unprofitable or difpleafing, unlefs the advantages of truth and unaffected firnpli- 
city fiiould piejudice it in the opinion of fiich as are more trifling and curious thanfolid 
and judicious. 

1 he author, born in one of the inofl fpacious and fertile illes in the weft of Scotland 
by a laudable curiofity was prompted to undertake the voyage, and that in an open boat’ 
to the almoit manileft hazard of his life, as the leas and tides in thofe rocky iilands are 
more inconftant and raging than in molt other places. And he has been careful to 
relate nothing in the following account but what he afferts for truth, either upon his 
own particular knowledge, or from the conftant and harmonious teftimony given him 
by the inhabitants; people fo plain, and fo little inclined to impofe upon mankind 
that perhaps no place m the world at this day knows inf lances like there of true primi¬ 
tive honour and fimplicity; a people abhorring lying tricks and artifices, as they do the 
molt poifonous plants or devouring animals. 

The author confeffes he might have put thefe papers into the bands of feme capable 
or giving them, what they really want, a politer turn of phrafe ; but he hopes for the 
indulgence of at leaft the intelligent reader, who will always fet a higher value upon un- 
adorned truth m foch accounts than the utrnoft borrowings of art. or rhe advantages of 
refined languages. 5 


A VOTAGE , m. 

T HE V3rl ° US reI f ion f concerning St. Kilda, given by thofe of the weftern Ifles and 
A contment, induced me to a narrow enquiry about it: for this end I applied 
myfelf to the prefent fteward, who by his defcription, and the produ&s of the ifiand 
wh,ch were brought to me, together with a natural impulfe of curiofity, formed foch an 
idea of it in my mind that I determined to fatisfy myfelf with going thither, it having 
been never hitherto defenbed to any purpofe; the accounts given by Buchanan and 
bir Robert Murray being but relations from fecond and third hands, neither of them 
ever haying the opportunity of being upon the place. I attempted feveral times to vifit 
it, but m vain, until laft fomroer, the laird ofMacfc-Leod heartily recommending the 

^It°Kikk 1I1 a n a H i r i h S °f n r * K,1 l a CO f l '- 3ohlcl Campbell, minifter of Harries, he went 
*• t l chear S lly embraced the occafion; and accordingly we embarked at 
the me E.fay in Harries, May 29, 1 1 97, the wind at S. E. 
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We fet fall with a gentle breeze, bearing to the weftward, and were not well got out 
of the harbour when Mr. Campbell obferving the whitenefs of the waves attended with 
an extraordinary noife beating upon the rocks, expreffed his diflike of it, being in thofe 
parts a prognoftic of an enfuing ftorm; but the fame appearing fometimes in futnmer 
before exceftive heat, it was flighted by the crew. But as we advanced about two 
leagues further, upon the coaft of the ifle of Pabbay, the former figns appearing more 
confpicuoufly, we unanimoufly concluded a ftorm approaching, which occafioned a 
motion for our return -, but the wind and ebb-tide concurring, determined us to purfue 
our voyage, in hopes of arriving at our deftred harbour before the wind or ftorm Ihould 
rife, which we judged would not be fuddenty: but our fond imagination was not fe- 
conded with a good event, as will appear; for we had fcarce failed a league further, 
when the wind inclined more foutherly, and altered our meafures; we endeavoured by 
the help of our oars to reach the Haw-fker rocks, fome four leagues to the fouth coaft, 
which we were not able to effect, though we confumed the night in this vain expeda- 
tion. By this time we fo far advanced in the ocean, that after a fecond motion for our 
return it was found impracticable, efpecially fince we could not promife to fetch any 
point of Scotland ; this, obliged us to make the bed of our way for St. Kilda, though 
labouring under the difadvamages of wind and tide: our crew extremely fatigued and 
difcou raged without fight of land for fix teen hours ; at length one of them difcovered 
feveral tribes of the fowls of St Kilda flying, holding their courfe foutherly of us, which 
(to fome of our crew) was a demonftration we had loft our courfe, by the violence of 
the flood and wind both concurring to carry us northerly, though we fteered by our 
compafs right weft. 

The inhabitants of St. Kilda take their meafures from, the flight of thofe fowls, when 
the heavens are not clear, as from a Cure compafs, experience Ihewing that every tribe 
of fowls bends their courfe to their refpedive quarters, though out of fight of the ifle: 
this appeared clearly in our gradual advances ; and their motion being compared did 
exactly quadrate with our compafs. The inhabitants rely fo much upon this obferva- 
tion, that they prefer it to the fureft compafs ; but we begged leave to differ from them, 
though at the fame time we could not deny their rule to be as certain as our compafs. 
Whife we were in this ftate we difcovered the ifle Borera, near three leagues north of 
St. Kilda, which was then about four leagues to the fouth of us; this was a joyful fight, 
and gave new vigour to our men, who being refrelhed with vidua Is, lowering m a ft and 
fail, rowed to a miracle. While they were tugging at the oars we plied them with plenty 
of aquavitx to fupport them, whofe borrowed fpirits fo far wafted their own, that upon 
our arrival at Borera, there was fcarce one of them able to manage cable or anchor: we 
put in under the hollow of an extraordinary high rock, to the north of this ifle, which 
was all covered with a prodigious number of Solan geele hatching in their nefts ; the 
heavens were darkened by their flying over our heads, their excrements were in fuch. 
quantity, that they gave a tindure to the fea, and at the fame time fullied our boat and 
cloaths: two of them confirmed the truth of what has been frequently reported of their 
ftealing from one another grafs wherewith to make their nefts, by affording us the fol¬ 
lowing very agreeable diverfion, and it was thus : one of them finding his neighbour’s 
neft without the fowl, lays hold on the opportunity, and fteals from it as much grafs as 
he could conveniently carry off, taking his flight towards the ocean; from thence he 
prefently returns, as if he made a foreign purchafe, but it does not pafs for fuch : for 
the owner had difcovered the fad before the thief had got out of fight, and too nimble 
for his cunning, waits his return, all armed with fury, and engages him defperately. 
This bloody battle was fought above our heads, and proved fatal to the thief, who foil 

dead 
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dead fo near our boat that our men took him up, and prefently drefled and eat him; 
which they reckoned as an omen of good fuccefs in the voyage. 

We propofed being at St, Kilda next day, but our expectation was fruftrated by a 
violent norm, which almoft drove us to the ocean, where we incurred no final! rifque, 
being no ways fitted for it; our men laid afide all hopes of life, poffeffed with the be¬ 
lief that all this misfortune proceeded from the Impoftor Roderick (of w hom hereafter), 
who they believed had employed the devil to raife this extraordinary florm agamft 
Mr. Campbell, who was to counteract him. All our arguments, whether from natural 
reafon, or the providence of God, were not of force enough to perfuade them to the 
contrary, until it pleafed God to command a calm the day following, which was the 
firfl of June, and then we rowed to St. Kilda* As we came clofe upon the rocks, feme 
of the inhabitants, who were then employed in fetting their gins, welcomed us with a 
6C God lave you," their ufual falutation, admiring to fee us get thither contrary to wind 
and tide ; they were walking unconcernedly on the fide of this prodigious high rock, 
at the fame time keeping pace with our boat, to my great admiration, infomuch that 1 
was quickly obliged to turn away my eyes, left I fhould have had the unpleafant fpec- 
tade of feme of them tumbling down into the fea; but they themfelves had no fuch 
fears, for they outrun our boat to the town, from thence they brosight the Reward and 
all the inhabitants of both fexes to receive us : we approached the outmoft part of the 
low rock, called the Saddle; a parcel of the inhabitants were mounted upon it,having 
on their feet the bfuai drefs on fuch occafions, i* e. focks of old rags fowed with feathers 
inftead of thread : our boat being come pretty near, it was kept off this rock with long 
poles; fome of their number coming by pairs into the fea received Mr* Campbell and 
me upon their fiioulders and carried us to land, where we were received with all the 
demon (1 rations of joy and kindnefs they were able to exprefs ; the impoftor Roderick 
endeavouring to outdo his neighbours, and placing himfelf always in the front of our 
attendants, difeovered his hypocrify. We all walked together to the little village where 
there was a lodging prepared for us, furnifhed with beds of ft raw : according to the 
ancient cuftom of the place, the officer who prefides over them in the ftcward*s abfence 
fummoned the inhabitants, who by concert agreed upon a daily maintenance for us, as 
bread, butter, cheefe, mutton, fowls, eggs, fire, &e. ail which was to be given in at our 
lodging twice every day ; this was done in a moft regular manner, each family by turns 
paying their quota proper tionably to their lands : I remember the allowance for each 
man per diem , befide a barley cake, was eighteen of the eggs laid by the fowl called by 
them Lavy y and a greater number of the leffer eggs, as they differed in proportion ; the 
largeft of thefe eggs is near in bignefs to that of a goofe, the reft of the eggs gradually 
*of a leffer fize* 

We had the curiofity, after three wreeks refidence, to make a calculation of the num¬ 
ber of eggs bellowed upon thofe of our boat, and the fteward's hirlin or galley ; the 
whole amounted to fix thoufand eggs: the inhabitants were thrice our number, 
and mull confume a number of eggs and fowls in proportion. From this it is eafy to 
imagine, that a vaft number of fowl muft refon here all fiimmer, which is yet the more 
probable, if it be confidered that every fowl lays but one egg at a time, when allowed to 
hatch* 

The inhabitants live together in a fmall village, carrying all the figns of an extreme 
poverty ; the houfes are of a low form, and the doors all to the north-eaft, to feaire 
them from the fliocks of the tempeftuous fouth-weft winds. The walls of the houfes are 
rudely built of ftone, the fliort couples joining at the ends of the roof, upon whofe fides 
imall ribs of wood are laid, and thefe covered with ftraw ; the whole fecured by ropes 
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made of twitted heath, the extremity of which on each fide is poifed with hone to pre¬ 
fer ve the thatch from being blown away. This little village is feated on a valley fur- 
rounded with four mountains, ferving as ramparts of defence, and are fo many amphi¬ 
theatres, from whence a fair profpect of the ocean and ifles may he feen in a fine day. 

This ifle is by the inhabitants, as likewife by all the weftern illanders, called Hirt; 
Buchanan calls it Hirta; Sir John Narbrough, and all failors, St. Kilda; in fea maps it is 
called St. Kilder, particularly in a Dutch fea map from Ireland to Zealand, publilhed 
at Amfterdam by Peter Goas in the year 1663, wherein it is placed due weft betwixt 
fifty and fixty miles from the middle of the Lewis, and the ifle anfvvers directly to the 
fifty-eighth degree of northern latitude, as marked upon the ends of the map, and from 
it lies Rokol, a ftnali rock fixty leagues to the wefiward of St. Kilda; the inhabitants 
of this place call it Rokabarra ; this map contains the foundings of fome places near 
St. Kilda ; thefe not exceeding twenty or thirty fathom; it contains only the larger ifle, 
and a part of the letter ifles; this ifland is alfo called St. Kilda, by a company of 
French and Spaniards, who loft their Ihip at Kokol in the year 1686, which they named 
to the inhabitants of St. Kilda, whofe latitude is fifty-feven degrees and three minutes. 

The air here is fliarp and wholefome •, the hills are often covered with ambient white 
mifts, which in winter are forerunners of fnow, if they continue on the tops of the hills; 
and in fummer, if only on'the tops of the hills, they prognofticate rain ; when they defcend 
to the valleys it is a prognoftic of exceflive heat. The night here about the time of the 
fummer folftice exceeds not an hour in length, efpecially if the feafon is fair, then the 
fun difappears but for a fhort fpace, the reflex from the fea being all the time vifible ; 
the harveft and winter are liable to great winds and rain, the fouth-weft wind annoying 
them more than any other: it is commonly obfervedto blow from the weft for the moft 
part of, if not all, July. 

St. Kilda is two miles long from eaft to weft; in breadth from fouth to north one 
mile; and five miles in circumference. It is naturally fenced with one continued face 
of a roek of great height, except a part of the bay, which lies to the fouth-eaft, and is 
well defended generally with a raging fea: this bay is half a mile in length, and as much 
in breadth; it is not common for any vefi’els to anchor within this bay, in cafe of a ftorm, 
as it might be dangerous for them ; therefore they drop anchor at the entry, judging it 
the fecureft: the only place for landing, is on the north fide of this bay, upon a rock 
with a little declination, which is flippery, being covered with feveral forts of lea weeds; 
thefe, with a boifterous fea, render the place altuoft inacceflible, the. fea being feldoin 
otherwife but under favour of a neap tide, a north-eaft or weft wind, or with a perfect 
calm; when thefe circumftances concur, the birlin or boat is brought to the fide of the 
rock, and all the inhabitants of both fexes are ready to join their united force to hale 
her through; for this end they have a rope fattened to the fore-part; and a competent 
number of them are employed on each fide ; both thefe are determined by a cryer, 
who is employed on purpofe to warn them all at the fame minute, and he ceafes-when¬ 
ever he finds it convenient to give them a breathing. 

At the head of the bay is a plain fand, only to be feen in fummer, the winter fea 
•wattling it all oft' the ftones; there is no landing upon this place with fafety, which the 
fteward has learned to his coft. There is a little bay on the weft fide of this ifle, all 
faced with an iron-coloured rock; fome veffels take Ihelter here, when the wind is at 
fouth or north-eaft; there is a place of the rock here on the fouth fide the rivulet, 
where you may land, if.a neap-tide or calm offer. The fea is very impetuous every 
where about this ifle; they Ihewed me large ftones which were lately removed out of 
- theirs 
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their place, and caft into the gallies’ dock; I meafured fome of them which Were ia 
length'feme feven, others eight feet, and three or four feet in breadth. 

On the fouth part of the ibuth-eaft bay is a little old ruinous fort called the Down. 
It is evident from what has been already laid, that this place may be reckoned among 
the ftrongelt forts, natural or artificial, in the world; nature has provided the place 
with (lore of ammunition for acting 011 the dcfenfive ; that is, a heap of loofe Hones in 
the top of the hill Oterveaul, direfily above the landing-place ; it is very eafy to dif- 
charge vollies of this ammunition direftly upon the place of landing, and that from a 
great eminence almoft perpendicular ; this I myfelf had occafion to demonftrate, having 
for my diverfion put it in practice to the great fatisfaction of the inhabitants, to whom 
this defence had never hitherto occurred ; but they are refolved to make ufe of this for 
the future, to keep off the Lowlanders, againfl whom of late they have conceived, 
ftrong prejudices. A few hands may be capable of refitting fome hundreds by the 
above-mentioned weapons. The four great mountains are faced on the fide towards 
the fea, with rocks of extraordinary height ; the hill Conagir on the north fide, is not 
lefs than two hundred fathom perpendicular above the fea. 

Around this file are four arches or vaults, through which the fea paffes, as does the day¬ 
light from either fide, which is vifible to any, though at a confiderable diftance; fome 
of them reprefenting a large gate : two of thefe look to the fouth, and two north-weft; 
that on the point of the weft bay is fix fathom high above water, four in breadth, fifty 
paces in length, the top two fathom thick, and very ftrong, the cattle feeding upon it. 

There are feveral veins of different (lone to be feen in the rocks of the fouth eaft 
bay ; upon the north fide of this rock is one as it were cut out by nature, refembling a 
terrace walk. The cryftal grows under the rock at the landing-place, this mult be 
pierced a foot or two deep, before the cryftal can be had from the bed of fand where 
it lies; the water at the bottom is of a black colour; the largefi: piece is not above 
four inches long, and about two in diameter, each piece fexangular. 

Upon the weft fide of this ille lies a valley with a declination towards the fea, with a 
rivulet running through the middle of it, on each fide of which is an afcent of half a 
mile.; all which piece of ground is called by the inhabitants, the female warrior’s glen: 
this amazon is famous in their traditions: her houfe or dairy of ftone is yet extant; 
fome of the inhabitants dwell in it all fummer, though it be fome hundred years old; 
the whole is built of ftone, without any wood, lime, earth, or mortar to cement it, and 
is in form of a circle pyramid-wife towards the top with a vent in it, the fire being al¬ 
ways in the centre of the floor ; the ftones are long and thin, which fupplies the deleft 
of wood : the body of this houfe contains not above nine perfons fitting; there are three 
beds or low vaults at the fide of the wall, which contains five men each, and are fepa- 
rated by a pillar; at the entry to one of thefe low vaults is a ftone Handing upon one end; 
upon this /he is reported ordinarily to have laid her helmet; there are two ftones on the 
other fide, upon which flie is faid to have laid her fword: they tell you Ihe was much 
addifted to hunting, and that in her days all the fpace betwixt this ifle and that of Har¬ 
ries, was one continued traft of dry land. Some years ago a pair of large deer’s horns 
xvere found in the top of Oterveaul Hill, almoft a foot under ground, and a wooden 
dilh full of deer’s greafe. It is faid of this warrior, that fhe let loofe her grey-hounds 
after the deer in Sr. Kilda, making their courfe towards the oppofite illes. There are 
feveral other traditions concerning this famous amazon. But I Stall trouble my reader 
with no more of them. 

In 
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In thisifle are plenty of excellent fountains or fprings; that near the female warrior’s 
hqufe is reputed the beft: it is called Tou-bir-nim-beuy, importing no lefs than the 
well of qualities or virtues; it runs from eaft to well, being fixty paces afc?nt above the 
fra: I drank of it twice, an Englilh quart each time; it was very clear, exceeding 
cold, light and diuretic ; I was not able to hold my hand in it above a few minutes for 
its coldnefs ; the inhabitants of Harries find it effectual againft windy cholics, gravel, 
and head-aches; this well hath a cover of ftone. 

There is a very large well near the town, called St. Kilder’s Well: from which the 
ifland is fuppofed to derive its name; this water is not inferior to that above-mention¬ 
ed ; it runs to the fouth-eaft from the north-weft. 

There is another well within half a mile of this, named after one Conirdan, an hun¬ 
dred paces above the fra, and runs from north-weft towards the foyth-eaft, having a 
ftone cover. 

Within twelve paces of this is a finall excellent fountain, which thofe of Harries and 
St. Kilda will needs call by the author’s name, and were then refolved to give it a cover 
of ftone, fuch as is above deferibed. 

There is a celebrated well iffuing out of the face of a rock on the north fide of the eaft 
bay, called the Well of Youth, but is only acceffible by the inhabitants, no fl ranger daring 
to climb the fteep rock; the water of it is received, as it falls, into the fea; it runs to¬ 
wards the fouth-eaft. The tafle of the water oF thofe wells was fo agreeable to me, that 
for feveral weeks after, the bell fountains in the adjacent ifles feetned to have loft their 
relifli. There is a rivulet running clofe by the town, and another larger beyond Kil- 
der’s Well; this laft ferves for walhing linen, which it does as well without foap, as 
other water with ; of this we had experience, which was a confirmation of what had 
been reported to us concerning this water : we fearched if in the brinks we could dif- 
cover any fuller’s earth, but found none ; we difeovered fome pieces of iron-ore in 
feveral places; this rivulet drops from the molly ground in the top of the hills. 

The whole ifland is one hard rock, formed into four high mountains, three of which 
are in the middle; all thinly covered with black or brown earth, not above a foot, 
fome places half a foot deep; except the top of the hills, where it is above three feet 
deep, and affords them good turf; the grafsis very ffioit but kindly, producing plenty 
of milk; the number of flieep commonly maintained in St. Kilda, and the two adjacent 
ifles, does not exceed two thoufand, and generally they are fpeckled, fome white, fome 
phi'amort, and are of a common fize ; they do not refemble goats in any refpect, as 
Buchanan was informed, except in their horns, which are extraordinary large, particu¬ 
larly thofe in the leffer ifios. 

The number of horfes exceeds not eighteen, all of a red colour, very low, and frnoqth 
Ikinncd, and are employed in carrying turf and corn, and at their anntverfary cavalcade, 
of which hereafter. The cows, which are about ninety in number, frnall and great, have 
their foreheads white and blackj which is difcernible at a great di (lance; are of a low 
flat are, but fat and fweet beef; the dogs, cats, and all the fea-fowls of this ifle are 

fpeckled. . 

The foil is very grateful to the labourer, producing ordinarily fixteen, eighteen, or 
twenty fold; their grain is only bear, and feme oats ; the barley is the largeft produced 
in all the wellcrn ifles ; they ufeno plough but a kind of crooked fpade; their harrows 
are of wood as are the teeth in the front alfo, and all the reft fupplied only with long tan¬ 
gles of fca-ware tied to the harrow by the final 1 ends; the roots hanging loole behind, 
feat ter the clods broken by the wooden teeth ; this they are forced to ule for want of 
wood. Their arable land is very nicely parted into ten divifions, and thefe into lub-di- 
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vifions, each diftinguilhed by the name of fome deceafed' man or woman, who were na¬ 
tives of the place ; there is one fpot called Multa Terra, another Multus Agris. The 
chief ingredient in their compods is allies of turf mixed with draw; with thefe they mix 
their urine, which by experience they find to have much of the vegetable nitre ; they 
do not preferve it in quantities as elfewhere, but convey it immediately from the foun¬ 
tain to the allies, which by daily practice they find molt advantageous; they join alfo the 
bones, wings, and entrails of their fea-fowls to their draw; they fow very thick, and 
have a proportionable growth ; they pluck all their bear by the roots in handfuls, both 
for the fake of their houfes, which they thatch with it, and their cows which they take in 
during the whiter ; the corn produced by this cornpod is perfectly free from any kind of 
weed ; it produces much forrel where the compod reaches. 

The coaft of St. Kilda, and the lefler ifies, are plentifully furnifhed with variety of 
cod, ling, maekarel, congars, braziers, turbot, graylords, fythes; thefe lad two are of 
the fame kind, only differing in bignefs; fome call them black-mouths ; they are as 
large as any falmon, and fame what longer; there are alfo laiths, podloes, herring, and 
many more; mod of thefe are filhed by the inhabitants upon the rock, for they have 
neither nets nor long lines. Their common bait is the limpets or patellae, parboiled ; 
they ufe likewife the flefh of a fowl called by them Bowger, which the fifii near the leffer 
ifles catch greedily; fometimes they ufe the bowger’s flelh, and the patella: at the fame 
time upon one hook, and this proves fuccefsful alfo. In the month of July a confider- 
able quantity of mackarel run themfelves afliore, but always with a fpring tide. The 
amphibia feen here, are the otters and feals; this latter the inhabitants reckon very good 
meat; no fort of trees, not even the leaft fhrub grows here, nor has a bee been ever 
feen here. 

Levinis, a rock about fourteen paces high, and thirty in circumference, but narrower 
at the top. Hands about hall a league to the fouth-ead bay, covered with no kind of earth 
or grafs ; a fpring of frefh water iffues out from the fide of it; this rock, by an ancient 
cufiowr, belongs to the galley’s crcw. v Betwixt the wed point of St. Kilda, and the ifle 
Soa, is the famous rock Stackdonn, i. e. a Mifchievous Rock, for it hath proved fo to 
fome of their number, who periflied in attempting to climb it; it is much of the form 
and height of a deeple; there is a very great dexterity, and it is reckoned no finall 
piece of gallantry, to climb this rock, efpecially that part of it called the Thumb, which 
is io little, that of all the parts of a man’s body, the thumb only can lay hold on it, and 
that mud be only for the fpace of one minute; during which time his feet have no fup- 
pon, nor any part of his body touches the done, except the thumb, in which minute he 
mud jump by the help of his thumb, (the agility of his body concurring to raife him 
higher at the fame time) to a (harp point of the rock, which when he has got hold of, 
puts him out of danger, and having a rope about his middle, which he cads down to 
the boat, by the help of this he brings up as many perfons as are defigned for fowling 
at this time; the foreman, or principal climber has the reward of four" fowls bellowed 
upon him over and above his proportion ; perhaps, one might think four thoufand too 
little to compenlate fo great a danger as this man incurs; but he has the advantage by 
it, of being recorded among their greated heroes; as are all the foremen who lead the 
van in getting up this fame Mifchievous Rock. 

Within pifiol-fhot from this place is the i fie Soa, a mile and an half in circumference 
but contracted narrower toward the top, being a full half mile in difficult al'cent all 
round, mod of it bare rock, fome parts of it covered with grafs, but dangerous to af- 
c nd ; the landing is alfo very hazardous, both in regard of the raging fea, and the 
root that mult be climbed; yet die inhabitants are accudomed to carry burthens both 
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up It and down, and of this I was once a witnefs. There is fcarce any landing here, ex¬ 
cept in one place, and that under favour of a weft wind and neap tide; the waves upon 
the rock difeover when it is acceflifale ; if they appear white from St. Kilda, the inhabit- 
tants do not fo much as offer to launch out their boat, in order to land in tioa, or any 
other ifle or rock, though their lives were at ftake. This little ille is furniflied with an. 
excellent fpring, the grafs is very fweet, feeds five hundred flieep, each of which generally 
has two or three lambs at a birth, and every lamb fo fruitful, that it brings forth another 
before itfelf is a year old. The fame is alfo obferved of lambs in the little ifles adjacent 
to thofe of Harries and North-Wift. The flieep in the ifle Soa are never milked, which 
difpofes them to be the more prolific: there are none to catch them but the inhabitants, 
whom 1 have fecn purfue the flieep nimbly down the fteep defeent, with as great free¬ 
dom as if it had been a plain field. 

This ifle abounds with an infinite number of fowl, as fulmar, lavy, falk, bowger, &c. 

There was a cock-boat fotne two years ago came from a fhip for water, being favour¬ 
ed by a perfect calm ; the men difeerned a prodigious number of eggs upon the rocks, 
which tempted them to venture near the place, and at lait obtained*a competent num¬ 
ber of them; one of the feamen was induftrious enough to put them into his breeches, 
which he took off for that purpofe; fome of the inhabitants of St. Kilda who happened 
to be in the ifle that day were fpettators of this diverfion,‘and were offended at it, being 
done without their confent; they therefore devifed an expedient, which at once robbeti 
the feamen of their eggs and the breeches; it was thus: they found a few loofe {fonts 
in the fuperficies of the rock, fome of which they let fall down perpendicularly above 
the feamen, the terror of which obliged them quickly to remove, abandoning both 
breeches and eggs for their lafety; and the tarpaulin breeches were no finall ornament 
in a place where all wore girded plaids. 

About two leagues and a half to the north of St. Kilda, is the rock Stack-Ly, two 
hundred paces in circumference, and of a great heighth, being a perfect triangle turn¬ 
ing to a point at the top ; it is vifible above twenty leagues diftant in a fair day, and ap¬ 
pears blue ; there is no grafs nor earth to cover it, but fomerimes perfectly white with 
Solan geefe fitting on and about it. One would think it next to impoffible to climb 
this rock, which I exprefled, being very near it; but the inhabitants allured me it was 
practicable, and to convince me of the truth of it, they bid me look up near the top, 
where I petceived a ftonepyramid-houfe, which the inhabitants built for lodging them* 
felves in it in Auguft, at which time the feafon proves inconftant there; this obliges the 
inhabitants hi point of prudence to fend a competent number of thofe to whefe fliare 
the lot falls; thefe are to land on this rock fome days before the Solan geefe take wing; 
if they negleCt this piece of fore-fight, one windy day may difappoint them of five, fix, 
or feven thoufand Solan geefe, which this rock affords yearly. They are fo very nu¬ 
merous here, that they cannot be divided in refpeCt to their lands, as elfewhere; this 
therefore is the reafon why they fend here by lots, and thofe who are fent a£t for the 
public intereft, and when they have knocked on the head all that may be reached, they 
then carry them to a fharp point, called the Catting Point, from whence they throw 
them into the fca, for the height is fuch that they dare not throw them into the boat, until 
the boatmen cry enough, left the fea, which has a ftrong current there fhould carry them 
off, as it does fometimes, if too many are thrown down at once : thus by degrees, getting 
all in, they return home; and after their arrival every man has his fliare proportioned to 
bis lands, and what remains under the number ten, is due to the officer as a part of his 
yearly falary. In this rock the Solan geefe are allowed to hatch their firft eggs, but it is 
no [ fo in the recks next to be defer i bed an that for this reafon, that if all were allowed to 
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hatch at the fame time, the infs of the produft in one rock would at the fame time prove 
the lorsof all the reft, fince all would take wing pretty nearly at the fame time. 

The ifle Borera lies near half a league from Stack-Ly, to the north-eaft of it, being in 
circumference one mile and an half; it feeds about four hundred flieep per annum, and 
would feed more, did not the Solan geefe pluck a large fhare of the grafs for their [lefts. 

Tins ifle is very high, al l rock, inaeceflible except in a calm, and has only one place 
for landing, towards the fouth: in the weft end of this ifle is Stallir-IIoufe, which is 
much larger than that of the female warrior in St. Kilda, but of the fame model in all 
refpefts ; it is all green without like a little hill; the inhabitants have a tradition that it 
was built by one Stallir, a devout hermit of St. Kilda; ai>d had he indeed travelled the 
univerfe he could lcarcely have found a more folitarv place for a monaftic life. 

There are about forty ftone pyramids in this ifle, for drying and preforving their fowl, 
&e. Thefe little houfes are all of loofe ftones, and feen at fome diftance ; here is alfo 
a furprizing number of fowl, the grafs as well as the rocks filled with them. The Solan 
geefe pbflcls it for the molt part; they are always ^afters wherever they come, and 
have already baniflied feveral fpecies of fowl from this ifle. 

An earthquake was felt here in the year 1686, which lafted only fora few minutes; 
it was very amazing to the poor people, who were unacquainted with any fuch coinmo* 
tiffin before, or fince. 

To the weft of Borera lies the rock Stack-Narmin, within piftol ihol; this rock is 
half a mile in circumference, and as inaeceflible as any of the above-mentioned ; there 
is a poflibility of landing only in two places | nor that but in a perfect calm, and after 
landing the danger in climbing is very great. The rock has neither earth or grafs to 
cover it, has a fountain of good water ilfuing out above the middle of it, running eafl- 
erly, and abounds with Solan geefe and other fowl; here are feveral ftone pyramids, as 
well for lodging the inhabitants that attend the feafons-of the Solan geefe, as for thofe 
that prefeve and dry them. The fea rifes and rages extremely upon this rock: we had 
the curiofity, being invited by a fair day, to vifit it for pleafure, but we found it very 
hazardous; the waves from under our boat rebounding from off the rock, and" mount* 
ing over our heads, we durft not venture to land, though men with ropes were fent be¬ 
fore us; we thought it indeed hazard enough to be near this rock; the wind blowing 
frefti, we had much difficulty to reach St. Kilda again. I remember they brought eight 
hundred of the preceding year’s Solan geefe dried in their pyramids ; after our lauding, 
the geefe being call together in one heap upon the ground, the owners fell to lhareout 
each man his own ; at which I was a little furprifed, they being all of a tribe ; but having 
found upon enquiry that every goofe carried a diftinguiilung mark on the foot, peculiar 
to the owner, I was then fatisfied in this piece of fingularity 

There is a violent current, whether ebb or flood, upon ail the coafts of St. Kilda, the 
lefler ifles and rocks. It is obferv; d to be more impetuous with fpring than neap tides ; 
there are eddies on all the coafts, except at a (harp point where the tides keep their 
due courfe; the ebb Ijputherly, and flood northerly.. 

A fouth-eaft moon caufes high tide; the fpring-tides are always at the full and new 
moon; the two days following they are higher, and from that time decreafe until the 
increafe of the moon again, with which it rifes gradually till the fecond after the full 
moon, ihis observation the feamen find to hold true betwixt the Mule of Kantyre, and 
the Farrow Head in Strathnaver. 

The land fowls produced here are hawks extraordinary good, eagles, plovers, crows, 
wrens, llone-chaker, craker, cuckoo ; this laft is laid very rarely to be feen here, and 
that upon extraordinary occafions, fuch as the death of the proprietor Maek-Leod, the 
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Reward’s death, or the arrival of fome notable ft ranger. I was not able to forbear 
laughing at this relation, as founded only upon fancy ; which I no (boner exprffed, 
than the inhabitants wondered at my incredulity, faying that all their anceftors for a 
feries of feveral ages had remarked the truth of this obfervation and for a further con¬ 
firmation appealed to the prefent fteward, whether he had not known this obfervation 
to have been true, both in his own and his father’s time, who was alfo fteward before 
him? After a particular inquiry, he told me, that both in his own and father’s life¬ 
time the truth of the obfervation had been conftatitly believed, and that feveral of the 
inhabitants now living have obferved the cuckoo to have appeared after the death of the 
two laft proprietors, and the two laft (tewards, and alfo before the arrival of feveral 
ft rangers; it was taken notice of before our arrival, which they afcribe to my coming 
there as the only ftranger, the minifter having been there before. 

The fea fowl are, firft, gairfowl, being the flatelieft, as well as the largeft fort, and 
above thefize of a Solan goofe, of a black colour, red about the eyes, a large white fpot 
under each, a long broad bill; it ftands ftately, its whole body ereaejl, its wings lhort, 
flies not at all; lavs its egg upon the bare rock, whic h, if taken away, (he lays no more 
for that year; (he’is whole-footed, and has the hatching fpot upon her breaft, i. e. a bare 
fpor from which the feathers have fallen off with the heat in hatching; its egg is twice 
as big as that of a Solan goofe, and is varioufly fpotted, black, green, and dark ; ‘.it 
comes without regard to any wind, appears the fmt of May, and goes away about the 
middle of June* 

The Sbfon goofe, as fome imagine from the Irifh word Sou’I-er, corrupted and 
adapted to the Scottilh language, qui oculis irretortis e longinquq ref pint pradam, equals 
a common goofe in bignefs; is by meafure from the tip of the bill Jo the extremity of 
the foot thirty-four inches long, and to the end of the tail thirty-nine ; the wings ex¬ 
tend very far, there being fcventy-two inches diftance betwixt the extreme tips; its bill 
is long, ftraight, of a dark colour, a little crooked at the point j behind the eyes the fkiji 
of the lide of the head is bate of feathers, the ears fmall, the eyes hazel-colon red ; it 
hath four toes, the feet and legs black as far as they are bare ; the plumage is like that 
of a goofe. The colour of the old ones is white all over, excepting the extreme tips 
of the wings* which are black, and the top of the head, which is yellow, as fome think 
the effeft of age. The young ones are of a dark brown colour, turning white after they 
are a year old; its egg fomewhat lefs than that of a land-goofe, fmall at each end, and 
cafts a thick fcurf, and has little or no yolk ; the inhabitants are accuftomed to drink it 
raw, having from experience found it very peftoral and cephalic. *lhe Solan geefe 
hatch by turns. When it returns from its fiftiing, it carries five or fix herrings in its 
gorget, all entire and undigcfted : upon its arrival at the nelt, the hatching, fowl puts 
its head in the fifher's throat, and pulls out the filh with its bill as with a pincer, and 
that with very great noife, which I had occafion frequently to obferve. They continue 
to pluck grafs for their nefts from their coming in March till the young fowl is ready to 
fly in Auguft or September, according as the inhabitants take or leave the firft or 1 fecond 
eggs, ft is remarkable they never pluck jjrafs but on a windy day ; the reafon the in¬ 
habitants give fi r this is, that a windy day is their vacation from fiftiing, and they beftow 
it upon this.employment, which proves fatal to many of them ; for, after their fatigue, 
they often fall aileep, and the inhabitants, taking the opportunity, are ready at hand'to 
knock them on the head. TIjeir food is herring, mackarel, and fyes. Englifh hooks 
are often found in the Itomachs both of young and old Solan geefe, though none of this 
kind are ufed nearer than the Hies twenty leagues diftant j this nmft happen either from 
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the fifli pulling away the hooks in thofe ifles and then going to St. Kilda, or by their 
being carried thither, by the old geefe. 

The Solan geefe are always the fureft fign of herrings, for wherever the one is feen 
the other is never far off. There is a tribe of barren Solan geefe which have no nefts, 
and fit upon the bare rock; thefe are not the young fowls of a year old, whofe dark 
colour would foon diftinguifh them, but old ones, in all things like the reft; thefe 
have a province, as it were, allotted them, and are in a feparate ftate, having a flock 
two hundred paces diftant from all other; neither do they meddle with, or ap¬ 
proach to thofe hatching, or any other fowl; they fympathize and fifli together: this 
was told me by the inhabitants, and afterwards confirmed feveral times by tny own 

obfervation. # ... 

The Solan geefe have always fome of their number keeping centry in the night, and 
if they are furprized, as it often happens, all the flock are taken one after another; but 
if the centinel be awake at the approach of the creeping fowlers, and hear a noife, it 
cries foftly, Grog, grog, at which the flock move not; but if the centinel fees or hears 
the fowler approaching, he cries quickly. Sir, bir , which ihould leein to import danger, 
fince immediately after the whole tribe take wing, leaving the fowler alone on the rock 
to return home re infeBa., all his labour for that night being fpent in vain. Apollonius 
Tyanteus might have here found a large field of diverfion, who is laid to have travelled 
over many kingdoms, to learn the language of beafts and birds. 

Befides this way of Healing upon them in the night-time, they are alfo cafched in 
common gins of horfe-bair, from which they ftruggle lefs to extricate themfelves than 
any other fowl, notwithftanding their fize and ftrength; they are alfo caught in the 
herring-loches with a board fet on purpofe to float above water, upon it a herring is 
fixed, which the goofe perceiving, flies up to a competent height, till finding himfelt 
in a ftraight line above the fifli, bends his courfe perpendicularly piercing the air, as an 
arrow from a bow, hits the board, into which he runs his bill with all his force, and is 
irrecoverably taken. The Solan goofe comes about the middle of March with a S. W. 
wind, warm fnow, or rain, and goes away, according as the inhabitants determine 
the time, i. e. by taking away or leaving its egg, whether at the firft, fecond, or third 
time he lays. 

The fulmar in bignefs equals the malls of the fecond rate; its wings very long, the 
outfide of which are of a greyifli white colour, tiie infide and breafl: all white, a thick 
bill tyro inches long, crooked and prominent at the end, with wide noftrils in the middle, 
all of a pale colour; the upper mandible, or jaw, hangs over the lower on both fides 
and at the point, the feet pale, not very broad, with {harp toes, and a back toe ; it 
picks food out of the backs of living whales, it, as is faid, ufes forrel with it, for both are 
found in its neft; it lays its egg commonly the firft, fecond, or third day of May; 
which is larger than that of a Soj.au goofe egg, of a white colour, and very thin, the 
ftiell fp very tender that it breaks in pieces it the feafon proves rainy; when the egg is 
once taken away it lays no more that year like other fowl; the young ones are hatched 
in the middle of June, and are ready to take wing before the twentieth of July ; it comes 
in November, the fure meffenger of evil tidings, being always accompanied with boifter- 
ous weft winds, great fnow, rain, or hail, and is the only fea-fowl that flays here all 
the year, except the month of September and part of October. 1 he inhabitants prefer 
this, whether young or old, to all other; the old is of a delicate tafte, is a mixture of 
fat and lean; the flefh white, no blood to be found but in the head and neck; the 
young is all fet, except the bones, having no blood but in the head $ and when the 
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young fulmar is ready to take wing, upon being approached, ejects a quantity of pure 
oil out at his bill, and will be certain to hit any that attack him, in the fice, though 
feven paces diftant; this he ufes of by way of defence, but the inhabitants fake care 
to prevent it by furprizing the fowl behind, having for this purpofe a wooden difli fixed 
to the end of their rods, which they hold before his bill as he (pouts out the oil; rhey 
furprize him alfo from behind by taking ho!d of his bill, which they tie with a thread, 
and upon their return home they untie it with a dilh under to receive the oil; this oil 
is hornetimes of a reddifh, fometimes of a yellow colour, and the inhabitants and other 
iflanders put a great value upon it, and ufe it as a catholicon for difeafes, efpecially for 
pains in the bones, flitches, &c. feme in the adjacent ifles ufe it as purge, others as an 
emetic ; it is hot in quality, and forces its paffage through any wooden veffel. 

The fulmar is a fure prognoflicator of the weft-wind; if it comes to land, no weft 
wind is to be expected for fome time, but if it keeps at fea, or goes to fea from the land, 
whether the wind blow from the fouth, north, or eaft, or whether it is a perfect calm, 
his keeping the fea is always a certain prefage of an aproaching weft-wind ; from that 
quarter he is obferved to return with his prey ; its egg is as large as that of a Solan, 
goofe, white in colour, (harp at one end, fomewhat blunt at the other. 

The feraber, fo called in St. Kilda, in the Farro Iflands puffinet, in Holland the Green¬ 
land dove, has a fmall bill lharp pointed, a little crooked at the end, and prominent; 
it is as large as a pigeon, its whole body being black, except a white fpot on each wing ; 
its egg grey, fharp at one end, and blunt at the other. 

It comes in the month of March, and in the night time, without regard to any wind; 
it is never to beTeen but in the night, being all the day either abroad at fifhing, or upon 
its neft, which it digs very far under ground, from whence it never comes in day-light; 
it picks its food out of the living whale, with which they fay, it ufes forrel, and 
both are found in its neft. The young puffin is as fat as the young fulmar, and goes 
away in Auguft, il its firII egg be fpared. 

The Uvy, fo called by the inhabitants of St. Kilda, by the Welch guillem, is nearly 
as big as a duck ; its head and upper-fide of the neck all downwards of a dark brown, 
the breaft white, the bill ftraight and fharp pointed; the upper chop hanging over the 
lower; its feet and claws black. 

Its egg in bignefs is near to that of a goofe egg, fharp at one end, and blunt at the 
other; the colour of it prettily ^mix d with green and black; others of them are of a 
pale colour, with red ami brown ftreuks, but the latter is very rare; this egg for ordi¬ 
nary food is by the inhabitants and others, preferred above all the eggs had here. 
This fowl comes with a fouth-weft wind, if fair, the twentieth of February ; the time of 
its going away depends upon the inhabitants raking or leaving its firft, iecond, or third 
egg : if it flays upon land for the fpace of three days without intermiffion, it is a fign of 
foutherly wind and fair weather, but if it goes to fea before the third expires, it is then 
a fign of a florm. 

The bird, by the inhabitants called the falk, the razor-bill in the weft of England, the 
awk in the north, the murre in Cornwall, alca hoeri, is a fize lefs than the lavy ; its 
head, neck, back, and tail black; the infide toward the middle of the throat white, the 
throat under the chin of a dufky black ; beyond the noflrils in the upper jaw is a fur¬ 
row deeper than that in the coulter-neb ; the upper chop crooked at the end, and hangs 
over the lower, both having tranfverfe furrows. It lays its egg in May, its young take 
wing the middle of July, if the inhabitants do not determine its flay longer, by taking 
the egg, which in bignefs is next to the lavy, or guillem-egg, and isvarioufly fjpotted, 
fharp at one end anti blunt at the other. 
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The bowger, fo called by thofe in St, Kilda, coulter-in b by thofe in the Farn Blands, - 
and in Corn wail, pope, is of the fizeof a pigeon, its bill fhort, broad, and compreffed 
fidewife, contrary to the bills of ducks, of a triangular figure, and ending in a fharp 
point, the upper jaw arcuate and crooked at the point ; the noftrih are long holes 
produced by the aperture of the mouth; the bill is of two colours, near the head of 
an alh colour, and red towards the point; the feet are yellow, the claws of a dark blue; 
the whole back black, breaft and belly white. They breed in holes under ground, and 
come with a fourh-weft wind about the twency-feeond of March, lay their egg the twenty- 
fecond of April, and produce the fowl the twenty-fecond of May, if their firlt egg be not 
taken away; it is fharp at one end and blunt at the other. 

The affilag is as large as a linnet, black bill, wide noftrils at the upper part, 
crooked at the point like the fulmar's bill, Jt comes about the twenty-fecond of 
March, without any regard to winds, lays irs egg abou: the twentieth of May, and 
produces the fowl towards the middle of October, then goes away about the end of 
November. 

7 here are three forts of fea-maUs here : the firfi of a grey colour, like a goofe; the 
fecond confiderably lefs, and ol a grev colour ; and the third fort white, and iefs in fize 
than a tame duck; the inhabitants call it retklag ; it comes the fifteenth of April with 
a fouth-weft wind, lays its egg about the middle of May, and goes away in the month 
of Auguft. 

7 he tirma, or fea-pie, by the inhabitants called triiichan, comes in May, goes away 
in Auguft : if it comes the beginning of May it is a fign of a good fumuicr, if later, the 
contrary is obferved, 1 his fowl is cloven-iooted, and confequently Jwinis not. 

It is obferved of all the Tea-fowls here, that tbey.are fatteft in time of hatching ex¬ 
cept the Solan geefe. 

Every fowl lays an egg three different times, except the gair-fowl and fulmar, which 
lay but once : if the firlt or fecond egg be taken away, every fowl lays but one other 
egg that year, except the fea-malts, and they ordinarily lay the third egg, whether the 
firlt and fecond eggs be taken away or no. 

I he inhabitants obferve, that when the April moon goes far in May, the fowls are 
ten or twelve days later in laying their eggs, than ordinarily they ufe to be* 

The inhabitants likewife fay, that of thefe fowls there firlt come over fome fpies, or 
harbingers, efpecially of the Solan geefe, towering about the iflands where their nefts 
are, and that when they have made a review thereof they fly away, and in two or three 
days after the whole tribe are feen coming* Whither the fowls fly, and where they 
fpend their winter, the inhabitants are utterly Ignorant of* 

I he eggs are found to be of an aftringent and windy quality to ftrangers, but, it feems, 
are not fo to the inhabitants, who are ufed to eat them from the neft, Our men upon 
their arrival eating greedily of them became ccftive and feverifh, fome had the hemor¬ 
rhoid veins fwelled; Mr Campbell and I were at no ftnall trouble before we could 
reduce them to their ordinary temper; we ordered a glifter for them made of the roots 
of fedges, frefh butter, and fait, which, being adminiftered, had its wifhed-for effect; 
the inhabitants reckoned this an extraordinary performance, being, it feeing, the fir ft of 
the kind they had ever heard of, 

I hey preferve their eggs commonly in the ftone pyramids, Mattering the burnt aflics 
of turf under and about them, to defend them from the air, drynefs being their only 
preiervative, and moifture their corruption; they preferye them fix, feven, or eight 
months, as abovefaid, and then they become appetizing and loofenine, efpeciallv thofe 
that begm to turn. ■ r * 
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That fuch a great number of wild fowl are fo tame, as to be eafily taken by the rods 
and gins, is not to be much admired by any who will be at the pains to confider the rea- 
fon, which is the great inclination of propagating their fpecies ; fo powerful is the na¬ 
tural affeftion for their offspring, that they choofe rather to die upon the egg, or fowl, 
than efcape with their own lives, (which they could do in a minute) and leave either of 
thefe to be deftroyed. 

It deferves our confideration to refleft ferioufly upon the natural propenfity and fa- 
gacity of thefe animals in their kind ; which, if compared with many lational ci eatures, 
do far outftrip them, and juftly obey the prefcript of their natures, by living up unto 
that inftinct that Providence has given them. _ . 

The inhabitants here are originally defcended of thofe of the adjacent ifles, Lewis, 
Harries, South and North Vilt, and Sky : both Texes are naturally grave, and of a 
fair complexion ; fuch as are not fair are natives only for an age or two, but their off- 
fpring proves fairer than themfelves. 

There are feveral of them would be reckoned among beauties of the firft rank, were 
they upon a level with others in their drefs. 

Both men and women are well proportioned, nothing differing from thofe of the ifles 
and continent. The prefent generation comes fhort of the laft in ftrengh and longevity. 
They fliewed us huge big ftones carried by the fathers of fome of the inhabitants now 
living; any of which is a burthen too heavy for any two of the prefent inhabitants to 
raife from the ground, and this change is all within the compafs of forty years. But 
notwithflanding this, any one inhabiting St. Kilda is always reputed ftronger than two 
of the inhabitants belonging to the ifle of Harries, or the adjacent ifles. Thofe of St. 
Kilda have generally but very thin beards, and thofe too do not appear till they arrive at 
the age of thirty, and in feme not till after thirty-five; they have all but a few hairs 
upon the upper lip, and point of the chin. 

Both fexes have a lifp, but more efpecially the women, neither of them pronouncing 
the letters d, g, or r. I remember a ftory of a craker that lifped (two years ago) the 
bdys of the place took notice of, and were pleafed to hear him, and to ape his cry; one 
of the Reward's men beholding them, enquired the meaning of their noife, which, he 
rold them, was ridiculous ; they returned anfwer, that it was worth his while to behold 
the fport of a lifping craker, whom they aped; but the man replied, that they played 
the fool, for the craker diverted himfelf in lifping after them, and charged them with 
that imperfeilion; the boys no fooner heard this, but away they ran, and left the craker 
to cry and lifp as he pleafed. \ 

There are lb me of both fexes who have a genius for poetry, and are great admirers 
of mufic : the trump or Jew’s harp is the only mufical inllruraent they have, which 
difpofes them to dance mightily. Their fight is extraordinary good, and they can dif- 
cern things at a great diftance; they have very good memories, and arerefolute in their 
undertakings, chafte, and honeft, hut reputed jealous of their wives. They argue 
clofely, and with lefs paffion than other iflanders, or thofe inhabiting the high-lands on 
the continent. 

They are very cunning, and there is fcarce any circumventing of them in traffic and 
bartering : the voice of one is the voice of all, being all of ol a piece, one common 
intereff uniting them firmly together. They marry very young, the women at about 
thirteen or fourteen ; and are nice in examining the degrees of confanguinity before 
marriage. They give fuck to their children for two years. The tnoft ancient perfon 
among them at prefent is not above eighty years old. 
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Providence is very favourable to them in that they are not infefted with feverai difi 
eafes which arefo predominant in the other parts of the world : the dillcraper that moft 
prevails here is the fpptted fever, and that too confined to one tribe, to whom this difeafe 
is, as it were, become hereditary ; others are liable to fluxes, fevers, pleurifies, and the 
fpieen ; for all which they have but a few remedies: to get away their pleuretic difor- 
ders, they commonly lie upon a warm hearth, with the iide affected downwards; this, 
they look upon as a!moft infallible for difpelling the humour or wind that torments 
them, I he fmall-pox hath not been heard of in this place for feveral ages, except in 
one in fiance, of a fingle man who had been infedted on the arrival of two of the 
fteward s retinue, who had not been well recovered of it* 

I he plants produced here are iapatbum vulgare^ the common dock, feurvy-grafs 
round, being large as the palm of the hand, mille-foil , burfapajiorh , filver-weed, or ar¬ 
gentine, plantane, fage, chicken-weed, forrel, long, or the common forrel, all-hail, or 
fiderites, thefea-pmek, tormentil, the feurf upon the (tones, which has a drying and heal¬ 
ing quality, and is likewife ufed for dying. The inhabitants are ignorant of the virtues 
of thefe herbs; they never had a potion of phyfic given them in their Jives, nor know 
any thing of phlebotomy ; fo that a phyfieian could not expeft his bread in this common¬ 
wealth* 

1 hey have generally good voices, and found lungs; to this the Solan goofeegg flipped 
raw doth not a little contribute: they are feldom troubled with a cough, except at the 
fleward*s landing, which is no lefs rare than firmly believed by the inhabitants of the 
adjacent ifles* 

Thofe of St* Kilda, upon the whole, gave me this following account: that they always 
contract a cough upon the fte\vard*s landing, and it proves a great deal more trouble- 
iome to them in the night-time, they then difeharging a great deal of phlegm; this 
indifpofition continues for fome ten, twelve, or fourteen days : the moft fovereign re¬ 
medy againft this difeafe is them great and beloved catholicon, the giben, h e* the fat of 
their fowls, with which they fluffthe fiomach of a Solan goofe, in fafhion oF a pudding; 
this they put in the infufion of oat-meal, which in their language they call brochan; 
but it is not fo effectual now as at the beginning, becaufe of the frequent ufe of it, I 
told them plainly, that I thought all this notion of infection was but a mere fancy, and 
that at leaft it could not always hold ; at which they feemed offended, faying, that never 
any before the minifter and myfelf was heard to doubt of the truth of it; which is 
plainly demonstrated upon the landing of every boat: adding further, that every de- 
fign was always for fome end, but here there was no room for any, where nothing could 
be propofed ; but for the confirmation of the whole, they appealed to the cafe of infants 
at the bread, who were likewife very fubje£t to this cough, but could not be capable of 
affecting it, and therefore, in their opinion, they were infedted by filch as lodged in 
their houfes* ihere were fcarce young or old in the ifle whom I did not examine 
particularly upon this head, and all agreed in the confirmation of it. They add farther, 
that when any foreign goods are brought thither, then the cough is of longer duration 
than otherwile. They remark, that if the fever has been among thofe of the fteward’s 
retinue, though before their arrival there, fome of the inhabitants are infeCted with it. 
If any of the inhabitants of St. Kilda chance to live, tErough but a Ihort fpace, in the 
ifles ol Harries, Skie, or arty of the adjacent ides they become meagre, and contract fuch 
a cough, that the g^ben, mu ft be had, or elfe they mud return to their native foil. This 
gshen is more lover^gn for removing of coughs, being ufed by many other iflanders 
than thofe of St. Kilda, 1 hey love to have it frequently in their meat as well as drink, 
by wmch too frequent ufe of it, it is apt to lofe its virtue : it was remarkable, that after* 
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this infeSed cough was over, we ft rangers, and the inhabitants of St. Kilda, making up 
the number of about two hundred and fifty, though we had frequently aflembled upon 
the occafion of divine her vice, yet neither young nor old among us all did fo much as 
once cough more. 

Some thirteen years ago the leprofy broke out among them, and fome of their 
number died by it; there are two families at prefent labouring under this difeafe. The 
fymptoms of it are, their feet beginning to fail, their appetite declining, their faces be¬ 
coming too red, and breaking out in pimples, a hoarfenefs, and their hair falling oif 
from their heads, the crown of it exonerates and blifters, and laftly, their beards grow 
thinner than ordinary. 

This difeafe may in a large meafure be afcribed to their grofs feeding, and that on 
thofe fat fowls, as the fulmar and the Solan geefe ; the latter of which they keep for 
the fpace of a whole year, without fait or pepper to preferve them; thefe they eat roafted 
or boiled. 

One of thefe lepers being with me one day at the Fulmar-rock, importuned me to 
give him a remedy for liis difeafe : I began to chide him for his ill diet in feeding fo 
grofsly; but finding the poor fellow ready and implicitly difpofed to do whatever I 
fhould enjoin, I bid him take example from the fulmar, who, they fay, feeds fometimes 
on forrel: this was a very furprifing advice to him ; but when he confidered that the 
fulmar required forrel to qualify the whale, he was the fooner perfuaded that his giben 
and goofe might require the fame: I advifed him further, to abftain from the giben and 
fat fowls, which was no fmall trouble to him, for he loved them exceedingly: I obliged 
him likewife to mount the hill Conagor, a mile in height, once every morning and 
evening, and he was very careful to comply with thofe injunctions for the fpace of three 
days; in which lhort time he made forae advances towards recovering his almoft loft: 
fpeech and appetite, for his throat was pretty nearly (topped up. He continued this 
practice a week longer, by which means he mended confiderably ; and I left him fully 
refolved to proceed in this pra&ice, until he was perfeaiy reftored to his former ftate of 
health. 1 had the occafion to obferve another of thefe lepers rave for fome minutes, 
and when he was recovered to his right mind, he worked at his ordinary employment. 

i he inhabitants are Chriftians, and much of the primitive temper, neither inclined to 
enthufiafin nor to Popery. They fwear not the common oaths that prevail in the world j 
when they refufe or deny to give what is allied of them, they do it with a ftrong afle- 
veration, which they exprefs emphatically enough in their language to this purpofe : 
“ You are no more to have it, than if God had forbid itand thus they exprefs the 
highefl degree of paffion. They do not fo much as name the devil once in their life¬ 
times. 

They leave off working at twelve o’clock on Saturday, as an ancient cuftom delivered 
down to them from their anceftors, and go no more to it again till Monday morning. 
They believe in God the Father, the Son, and Holy Gholt ; in a future ftate of happL 
nels and mifery, and that all events, whether good or bad, are pre-determined by God. 
They ufe a fet form of prayer at the hoifting of their fails: they lie down at night, rife 
again in the morning, and begin their labours always in the name of God. They have 
a notion that fpirics are embodied, and fancy them to be locally in rocks, hills or where- 
ever they lift, in an inftant. 

Here are three chapels, each of them built with one end towards the eaft, the other 
towards the weft, the altar always placed at the eaft end: the firft of thefe is called 
Chrift Chapel, near the village; it is covered and thatched after the manner of their 
houfes; there is a brazen crucifix lies upon the altar, not exceeding a foot in length ; 
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the body is completely done, diftended, and has a crown on, all in the crucified pofture } 
they have it in great reverence, though they pay no kind of adoration or worlhip to it; 
nor do they either handle or fee it, except upon the occafions of marriage, and fwearing 
decifive oaths, which puts an end to all ftrife, and both thefe ceremonies are publickly 
performed. The church-yard is about an hundred paces in circumference, fenced in 
with a little ftone wall, within which they bury their dead; and take care to keep it per¬ 
fectly neat, void of any kind of naftinefs, nor fuffer their cattle to have any accefs to it. 
The inhabitants, voung and old, -come to the church-yard every Sunday morning, the 
chape! not being capacious enough to receive them; here they devoutly fay the Lord’s 
Prayer, Creed, and Ten Commandments. 

i hey obferve the feftivals of Chriftmas, Eafter, Good-Friday, St. Columba’s Day, 
and that of Ail Saints; upon this they have an anniverfary cavalcade, the number of 
their horfes not exceeding eighteen ; thefe they mount by turns, having neither laddie 
nor indeed a bridle of any kind, except a rope, tvhich manages the horfe only on one 
fide; they ride from the fhore to the houfe, and when each man has performed his tour, 
the fhow is at an end. They are very charitable to their poor, of whom there are not 
at prefent above three, and thefe carefully provided for by this little commonwealth, 
each particular family contributing according to their ability for their neceffities; their 
condition is enquired into weekly, or monthly, as their occafions ferve, but more efpe- 
cially at the time of their feftivals, they flay fome lheep on purpofe to diftiibute among 
the poor, with bread proportionable ; they are very charitable likewife to llrangers in 
<diftrefs ; this they had opportunity to exprefs to a company ot Frenchmen and Spaniards 
who loft their {hip at Rokol in the year it>86, and came in in a pinnace to St. Kilda, 
where they were plentifully fupplied with barley-bread, butter, cheefe, Solan geefe, eggs, 
«kc. Both feamen and inhabitants were barbarians one to another, the inhabitants 
fpeaking only the Irifh tongue, to which the French and Spaniards were altogether 
ftrangers. Upon their landing they pointed to the weft naming Rokol to the inhabi¬ 
tants, and after that they pointed downward with their finger, fignifying the finking and 
perifhing of their veffel; they Ihewed them Rokol in the i'ea map, far welt of St. Kilda. 
This and much more the mafters of there fhips told to a prieft in the next ifland, who 
underftood French. The inhabitants acquainted me that the pinnace which carried the 
feamen from Rokol was fo very low, that the crew added a foot height of canvafs round 
it all, and began to work at it upon Sunday ; at which the inhabitants were allonifhed, 
and being highly diflatisfied, plucked the hatchets and other inftruments out of their 
hands, and did not ref tore them till Monday morning. 

The inhabitants had occafion to fhew great kindnefs to a boat’s crew that was driven 
from the oppofiteifte S. W., whither they themfelves were driven afterwards, and where 
they were treated with no lefs civility and kindnefs than the above-mentioned had been 
by them; fo that it may be faid of them with great juftice, that their charity is as exten- 
fiveas the occafions of it. 

The fecond of thefe chapels bears the name of St. Columba, the third of St. Brianan ; 
both built after the manner of Chrift’s chapel, having church-yards belonging to them, 
and are a quarter of a mile diftant from each other. 

They told me of a fliip that dropped anchor in the mouth of the bay the preceding 
year, and that the Lowlanders aboard her were not Chriftians; l enquired if their inter¬ 
preter, who they faid fpoke bad Irifh, had owned this to be a truth. They anfwered in the 
negative; but that they knew this by their praftices, and that in thefe three particulars: 
the firft was the working upon Sunday, carrying feveral boats full of Hones aboard for 
ballaft; the l'econd was the taking away fome of their cows without any return for 
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them, except a few Irifli copper pieces ; and the third was, f he attempt made by them 
to ravifh their women, a pra&ice altogether unknown in Sr. Kilda, where there has not 
been one inftance of fornication or adultery for many ages before this time* I remem¬ 
ber they told me that the bribe offered for debauching the poor women, was a piece of 
broad money, than which there could be nothing lefs charming in a place where the 
inhabitants make no diftin&ion betwixt a guinea and a fixpence. 

Their marriages are celebrated after the following manner: when any two of them 
have agreed to take one another for man and wife, the officer who prefides over them 
fummons all the inhabitants of both fexes to ChriIVs chapel, where being affembled, he 
enquires publickly if there be any lawful impediment why thefe parties fbould not be 
joined in the bond of matrimony ? And if there be no objection to the contrary, he then 
enquires of the parties if they are refolved to live together in weal and woe, &c. After 
their atient he declares them married perfons, and then defires them to ratify this their 
folemn promife in the prefence of God and the people, in order to which the crucifix is 
tendered to them, and both put their right hands upon it, as the ceremony by which 
they fwear fidelity one to another during their life-time. 

Mr. Campbell, the ininifter, married in this manner fifteen pair of the inhabitants on 
the feventeenth of June, who immediately after their marriage joined in a country dance, - 
with bagpipe for their mu lie, which pleafed them exceedingly* 

They baptize in the following manner: the parent calls in the officer, or any of his 
neighbours, to baptize his child, and another to be fponfor ; he that performs the mini- 
fter's part being told what the child's name is to be, fays, u A. B* I baptife thee to 
your father and your mother, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghofl then 
the fponfor takes the child in his arms, as doth his wife as godmother, and ever after 
this there is a friendfhip between the parent and the fponfor, which is efteemed fo facred 
and inviolable, that no accident, how crofs foever, is able to fet them at variance, and it 
reconciles fuch as have been at enmity formerly* 

This ifle belongs in property to the laird of Mack-Leod, head of one of the moft an¬ 
cient families of Scotland ; it is never farmed, but mod commonly bellowed upon fome 
favourite, one of his friends or followers who is called Steward of the He. The prefent 
Reward's name is Alexander Mack-Leod, who pays yearly to his mailer an acknow¬ 
ledgment of the various products of this ifle. This Reward vifits St. Kilda every fum- 
mer, and upon his arrival he and his retinue have all the milk in the ifle bellowed on 
them in a treat; there is another beflowed on them upon St. Columba's Day, the fif¬ 
teenth of June j and we had a fliare of this fecond treat. The Reward's retinue confifis 
of forty, fifty, or fixty perfons, and among them, perhaps, the moft meagre in the parifli 
are carried thither to be recruited with good cheer j but this retinue is now retrenched, 
as alfo fome of their ancient and imreafonable exaftions. 

The Reward lives upon Fhe charge of the inhabitants until the time that the Solan 
geefe are ready to fly, which the inhabitants think long enough ; the daily allowance 
paid by them is very regularly exacted, with regard to their refpeftive proportions of 
lands and rocks. There is not a parcel of men in the world more fcrupulouffy nice 
and punflilious in maintaining their liberties and properties than thefe are, being moft 
religioufly fond of their ancient laws and ftatutes ; nor will they by any means confent 
to alter their firfl, though unreafonable, conflitutions; and we had a pregnant intlance 
of this their genius for preferving their ancient cultoms; they have unchangeably con¬ 
tinued their firll and ancient meafures, as the made, amir, and cubit: this maile contains 
ten pecks ; the amir, which they at prefent make ole of, is probably the Hebrew omer , 
which contains near two pecks j the cobit, or in their language, tavckeile^ i, c* an hand 
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of wood, is the difiance from the elbow to the fingers’ends; this they only ufemmeafur- 
. nig their boats; the amir, or rather half-amir, as they call it, is compofed of thin boards 
and, as they acknowledge, has been ufed thefe fourfcore years ; in which trail of time it 
is confiderably fallen fliort of the meafure of which it was at firfl, which they themfelves 
do not altogether deny ; the fteward, to compenfate this lofs, pretends to a received 
cuftoin of adding the hand of him that meafures the corn to the amir fide, holding fome 
of the barley above the due meafure, which the inhabitants complain of as unreafonable: 
the fteward, to fatisfy them, offered to refer the debate to Mr. Campbell’s decifion and 
mine, they themfelves being to propofe their obje£tions, and two of his retinue, who 
were well (killed in thecuftoms of the place, in the time of fome of the former ftewards, 
being appointed to anfwer them, and he pro mi fed that he would acquiefce in the deci¬ 
sion, though it fliould prove to his prejudice ; but they would not alter that meafure if 
Mack-Leod did not exprefslv command it, being perfuaded that he could not attempt to 
do fo, as his and their anceftors had had it in fuch efteeni for fo many ages. So oreat 
was their concern for this amir, that they unanimoufly determined to fend the officer 
as envoy, according to the ancient cuftoin, to reprefen t their cafe to Mack-Leod; this was 
the refillt of a general council, in which the mafter of every family has a vote, fince 
every family pays this officer an amir of barley per annum to maintain his character. 

This officer as fuch, is obliged to adjuft the rel'pefiive proportions of lands, grafs, and 
rocks, and what elfe -could be claimed by virtue of the laft tack or leafe, which is never 
longer than for three years, condefcended to by the fteward ; nay, he is obliged always 
to difpute with the fteward for what is due to any of them, and never to give over until 
he has obtained his demand, or put the fteward into fuch a paffion, that he gives the 
officer at leaft three ftrokes with his cudgel upon the crown of his head, which is the 
utmoft that is required of him by their ancient cuftoins. I faid to the officer who gave 
me this account, what, if the fteward fliould give him but one blow ? lie anfwered, that 
the inhabitants would not be fatisfied if he did not fo far plead as to irritate the fteward 
to give both a fecond and a third: 1 had the farther curiofity to enquire of the fteward 
himfelf if he was wont to treat the officer in this manner ; who anfwered, that it was an 
ancient cuftotn, which in his fhort time he had not had occafion to praftife; but if he 
fliould, he would not confine himfelf to the number of three blows, if the officer fliould 
prove indifcreet. 

The fteward bellows fome acres of land upon the officer for ferving him and the in¬ 
habitants ; he gives him likewife the bonnet worn by himfelf upon his going out of the 
ifland; the Reward's wife leaves with the officer’s wife the kercher or head drels worn 
by herfelf, and file beflows likewife upon her an ounce of indigo. The fteward has a 
large cake of barley prefented to him by the officer at every meal, and it mu ft be made 
fo large as fhall be fufficient to fatisfy three men at a time, and by way of eminence if 
is baked in the form of a triangle, and furrowed twice round ; the officer is likewife 
■obliged to furnifh the fteward with mutton or beef to his dinner every Sunday during 
his refidence in the ifland. 

Notwithftanding thefe reciprocal a£ts of kindnefs, this officer mu ft be allowed to go 
in quality of an envoy to Mack-Leod againlt the fteward upon extraordinary occafions, 
if the commonwealth have any grievances to redrefs, as that of the amir now depend- 
ing ; but the commiffion given him is limited , the whole boat’s crew being joined in 
coinmiffion with him, and are a check upon him, left his dependence upon the fteward 
might be apt to bias him. He makes his, entry very fubmiffively, taking ( ft his bonne# 
at a great diftance when he appears in iVack-t tod’s prefence, bowing his head and hand 
low near to the ground, his retinue doing the like behind him one after another, mak- 
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in^, as it were, a chain ; this' being their manner of walking both at home and abroad; 
for tliev walk not abreaft as others do ; and in making their purchafe among the rocks,, 
one leads the van, and the reft follow. 

The number of people inhabiting this ifle at prefent is about one hundred and eighty, 
who in the Reward's ab fence are governed by one Donald Mack-Gill-Cohn, as their 
meijrC) which imports an officer, -This officer was anciently chofen, or at leaft approved 
of, by the people, before the Reward fettled him in his office, but now the Rewards have 
the nomination of him abfolutely; he is prefident over them in all their d bates, takes 
care that the lots be managed impartially, that none to whore (hare they fall may have 
caufe to repine, whether it be for the Reward's fervice, or that of the commonwealth„ 
The ufe of the \ its, together with the crucifix, do mightily contribute to their peace and 
quiet, keeping every one within his proper bounds. It draft needs be a very odd cafe 
indeed that falls not within the compafs of either of thefe two to determine- When 
any cafe happens which does not fall under the decifion of lots, and it is capable of 
being decided only by the oath of the parties, then the crucifix muff determine the mat¬ 
ter; and if ft fhoukl prove to be a cafe of the higheft importance, any of them are at 
liberty to refer it to his neighbours oath, without any fufpicion of perjury, provided 
the ceremony of touching the crucifix with their right hand be obferved ; and this is 
always publicly performed. 

If any man is guilty of beating his neighbour, he is liable to a fine not exceeding the 
value of two 1 findings fterling ; if any has beat his neighbour fo as to draw blood from 
him, he is liable to a fine, not exceeding four and fixpence. Thefe crimes are com¬ 
plained of by the officer to the Reward upon his arrival, who either exafts the whole, 
or difpenfes with the fines, as he judges convenient for their future quiet and peace. 

They have only one common kiln, which ferves them alt by turns, as the loti 1 fall to 
their fhare ; he whofe lot happens to be Jatt does not refent it at all. 

The officer, by virtue of'his place, is obliged through a point of honour to be the firfb 
that lands in the letter illcs and rocks, from whence they carry their fowls and eggs, and 
nut without fame trouble too. This notion of honour expofes him to frequent dangers ; 
and perhaps, it may not be unpleafant to defer ibe it as I have feen it pntftifed; and it is: 
thus : when they dome as near to the rock as they think may confift with the fafety of ; 
the boat, which is not a little tolled by the raging of the fea, thefe, whofe turn it is, are 
employed with poles to keep off the boat, which is in great danger, in regard of the vio¬ 
lence of the waves beating upon the rock, and they are to watch the opportunity of the 
calmed wave; upon the fir ft appearance of which the officer jumps out upon the rock; 
if there may be any apparent danger he ties a rope about his middle, with one end of 
it fattened to the boat; if he has landed fafe, he then fixes his feet in a fecure place, and 
by the affi fiance of this rope draws up all the crew to him, except thofe whofe turn it is 
to look after the boat \ but if in jumping out befalls into the fea,- as his misfortune is fo 
to do fometimes, he is drawn inro the boat again by that part of the rope that is fo fatten- 
ed to it, and then the next, whofe turn itfis, mufttry his luck, the officer after his fall 
being fuppofed to be Sufficiently fatigued, fo that he is not obliged to adventure his per- 
fon again to a fecond hazard upon this dccafion, efpecially as he is expofed to the greateft 
danger that offers upon their landing when they return back again to the ifle, where the 
fea often rages, he being obliged then by virtue of his office to flay in the boat, after the 
whole crew are landed, where he mud continue employing his pole, until the boat be 
either brought fafe to land, or fplit upon the rocks. 

They furnifh themfelves with ropes to carry them through the more inacceffibl’e rocks 
of thefe ropes there are only three in the whole ifland, each of them twenty-four fa¬ 
thoms 
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thorns in length ; and they are either knit together and lengthened by tying the one to 
the other, or ufed feparately as oecafion requires; the chief thing upon which the 
jllrength of thefe ropes depends, is cow's hides faked, and cut out in one long piece ; 
this they twift round the ordinary rope of hemp, which fecures it from being cut by the 
rocks : they join fometimes at the lower end two ropes, one of which they tie about the 
middle of one climber, and another about the middle of another, that thefe may affift 
one another in cafe of a fall; but the misfortune is, that fometimes the one happens to 
pull down the other, and fo both fall into the fea ; but if they efcape, as they commonly 
do of late, they get an incredible number of eggs and fowls* 

The ropes belong to the commonwealth, and are not to be ufed without the general 
confent; the lots determine the time, place, and perfons for ufing them ; they get toge¬ 
ther in three days a much greater ntimber of fowls and eggs than their boat is able to 
carry away, and therefore what is over and above they leave behind in their ftone pyra¬ 
mids: they catch their fowls with gins made of horfe-hair, thefe arc tied to the end of 
their lifhing-rods, with which the fowlers creep through the rocks intiifcernably, putting 
the noofeover their heads and about their necks, and fo draw them inftandy ; they life 
likewife hair gins which they fet upon plain rocks, both the ends fattened by a done, 
and fo catch forty or fifty a day with them* 

The inhabitants, I muff tell you, run no fmall danger in qurft of thefe fowls and eggs, 
infomuch that I fear it would be thought an hyperbole to relate the maccefliWenefs, 
lieepnefs, and height, ofthofe formidable rocks which they venture to climb. 1 myfeif 
have feen fome of them climb up the corner of a rock with their backs to it, making 
ufe only of their heels and elbows, without any other afliltance ; and they have this 
way acquired a dexterity in climbing beyond any [ ever yet faw : necefiiry has made 
them apply themfelves to this, and cuftoui has perfected them in it; fo that it is become 
familiar to them almoft from their cradles, the young boys at three years old begin to 
climb the walls of houfes : their frequent difcourfes of climbing, together with the fa¬ 
tal end of feveral in the exercifeof it, is the fame to them, as that of fighting and killing 
is with foldiers, and is become as familiar and lefs formidable to them, than otherwife 
certainly it would be. I faw two young men, to whofe (hare the lots fell in June laft, 
for taking the nefl of a hawk, which was in a high rock above the fea, bringing home 
the hawks in a few minutes, without any afliftance at all. 

Their dogs are likewife very dexterous in climblingand bringing out from their holes 
thofe fowls which build their nefts far underground, fuch as the feraber, pufiinet, &c. 
which they carry in their teeth to their makers, letting them fall upon the ground be¬ 
fore them, though afleep. 

The inhabitants fpeak the Irifh tongue only ; they exprefs themfelves flowly but per¬ 
tinently, and have the fame language with thofe of Harries and other ifles, who retain 
the Irifh in its purity. 

Their habit anciently was of fheepfkins, which has been worn by feveral of the inhabi¬ 
tants now living; the men at this day wear a fhort doublet reaching to their walk, 
about that a double plait of plaid, both ends joined together with the bone of a fulmar; 
this plaid reaches no further than their knees, and is above the waift girt with a leather 
belt; they wear caps of ihe fame colour and fhape with the capuchins, but {hotter; 
and on Sundays they wear bonnets; fome of lare have got breeches, thev are made wide 
and open at the knees; they wear doth (lockings, and go without flioes in funimer; 
their leather is dreffed with the roots of torment! 1. 

The women wear upon their heads a linen drefs, ftrait before, and drawing to a fmall 
point behind below the {boulders, a foot and an half in length, and a lock of about fmy 
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bail's hanging down each cheek, to their breafts, the lower end tied with a knot; their 
plaid, which is the upper garment, is fattened upon their breads with a large round 
buckle of hrafs in form cf a circle; the buckles anciently worn by ihe deward’s wives 
were of filver, but ihe prefer, t fte ward’s wife makes no ufe of either this drefs or buckle. 
The women inhabiting ihis ifle wear no flioes nor dockings in the (ummer-time : their 
ordinary and only flioes are made of the necks of Solan geefe, which they cut above the 
eyes, the crown of the head ferves for the heel, the whole fldn being cut clofe at the 
bread, which end being fowed, the foot enters into it, as into a piece of narrow dock¬ 
ing 5 this flioe does not lad above five days, and if the downy fide be next the ground, 
then not above three or four; however, there are plenty of them, fonts dioulands 
being catched, or, as they term it, ftolen every March. 

Both fexes wear coarfe flannel fliirts, which they put off when they go to bed ; they 
thicken their cloaths upon flakes, or mats of hay twided and woven together in fmall 
ropes; they work hard at this employment, fil'd making ufe of their hands, and then 
of their feet $ when they are at this work, they commonly flag the whole time, one of 
their number ailing the part of a prime chantrefs, whom all the reft follow. 

They place the faces of their dead towards the eaft when they bury them, bewail their 
relations exceilively, and upon thele occafions make doleful longs, which they call la¬ 
ments. Upon the news of the late Mack-1 .eod’s death, they abandoned their houfes, 
and mourned two days in the fields. They kill a cow, or a lheep, before the inter¬ 
ment, unlefs it be in the fpring, when this ceremony is, on account of the cattle being 
at that time poor and lean, deferred till they become fat. 

Their ordinary food is barley and fome oat-bread baked with water: they eat all the 
fowl already defcribed, being dried in their ftone-houfes, without any fait or fpice to 
preferve them ; and all their beef and mutton is eat frefli, after the fame maimer they 
ufe the gihen, or fat of their fowls ; this giben is by daily experience found to be a 
fovereign remedy for healing of green wounds ; it cured a cancer in an inhabitant of 
the ifle of Lewis, and a fillula in one Nicholfon of Sky, in St. Mary’s parifh ; this 
was performed by John Mack-Lean, furgeon, there: they boil the fea-plants, dulfe and 
flake, melting the giben upon them inftead of butter, and upon the roots of filver-weed 
and dock boiled, and alfo with their fcurvy-grafs ftoved, which is very purgative, and 
is here of an extraordinary breadth. They ufe this giben with their filli, and it is be¬ 
come the common vehicle that conveys all their food down their throats. 'I hey are 
undone for want of fait, of which as yet they are but little fenfible; they ufe no fet 
times for their meals, but are determined purely by their appetites. 

They ufe only the allies of fea-ware for falling .their cheefe, and the fliorteft only, 
which grows in the rocks, is ufed by them ; that being reckoned the mildeft. 

Their drink is water or whey commonly: they brew ale but rarely, ufing the juice 
of nettle-roots, which they put in adilh with a little barley-meal dough pthefe fovvens, 
e . flummery,) being blended together, produce yeft, which puts their wort into a 
ferment and makes good ale, which, when drank plentifully of, generally diipofes them 
to dance merrily. 

They preferve the Solan geefe in their pyramids for the fpace of a year, flitting them 
down the back, for they have no fait to keep them with. They have built above five 
hundred of thefe (lone pyramids for their fowls, eggs, &c. 

We made particular inquiry after the number of Solan geefe confumed by each fa¬ 
mily in the year before we came there, and it amounted in the whole to twenty-two 
thoufand fix hundred, which, they faid, was lefs than the ordinary number, a great many 
being loft by the badnefs of the" feafon, and the great current into which they are 
vol. in. 4 2 obliged 


MARTIN*!* VOVAOK TO ST. HILDA. 


722 

obliged to be thrown when takers the rock being of fo extraordinary a height, that they 
cannot reach the boat. 

There is one boat fixteen cubits long, which ferves the whola commonwealth ; it is 
very curioufly divided into apartments proportionable to their lands and rocks; every 
individual has his fpace difllnguiflied to a hair’s breadth, which hits neighbour cannot 
encroach fo much as to lay an egg upon it. 

Every partner in fummer provides a largo turf to cover his fpace of the boat, thereby 
defending it from the violence of the fun, which (in its meridian height) rehefts moil 
vehemently from the fea, and rock upon which the boat lies; at the drawing it up, 
both iexes are employed In palling a tong rope at the fore end , they are determined 
in uniting their ftrength by the crier, who is therefore excepted from his ihare in the 
labour* 

There is but one heel and tinder-box in all this commonwealth ; the owner whereof 
fails not upon ever occafion to flrike fire in the leffor Hies, to go there, and exaft three 
eggs, or one of the leffer fow ls from each man as a reward for his ferviee; this by them 
is called the fire-penny, and this capitation is very uneafy to them ; 1 bid them try their 
crydal with their knives, which when they law it produced fire, they were not a little 
afloniOied, and at the fame time accufing their own ignorance, con fide ring the quantity 
of cryftal growing under the rock of their coaft* This difeovery has delivered them 
from the fire-penny tax, and they are now no longer liablo to it. 

They have iikewife a pot-penny tax, which is exafted in the fame manner as the fire* 
penny was, but is much more reafonable; for the pot is carried to the interior files for 
the public ufe, and is in hazard of being broken ; fo that the owners may juftly exaft 
upon this fcore, fince any may venture his pot when he pleafes* 

When they have bellowed feme hours in fowling about the rock, and caught a com¬ 
petent number, they fit down near the face of it to refrelh themfelves, and in the mean 
time they fingle out the fatteft of their fowls, plucking them bare, which they carry 
home to their wives or fweethearts, as a great prefent, and it is always accepted very 
kindly from them, and could not indeed well be otherwife, without great ingratitude, 
feeing thefe men ordinarily expofe themfelves to great danger, if not to the hazard of 
their lives, to procure thofe prefents for them. 

In the face of the rock, fouth from the town, is the famous (lone, known by the name 
of the Miftrefs-Stone ; it refembles a door exaftly, and is in the very front ot this rock, 
which is twenty or thirty fathom perpendicular m height, the figure of it being dif- 
cernible about the didance of a mile: upon the lintel of this door, every bachelor- 
woer is, by an ancient cudom, obliged in honour to give a fpecimen of his affeftion for 
the love of his mill refs, and it is thus : he is to (land on his left foot, having the one 
half of it over the rock, he then draws the right foot towards the left, and in this poi- 
ture, bowing, puts both his fids further out to the right foot; after he has performed 
this, he has acquired no fmall reputation, being ever after accounted worthy the finelt 
woman in the w f orld : they firmly believe this achievement is always attended with the 
defired fuccefs* 

This being the cuftom of the place, one of the inhabitants very gravely defired me 
to let him know the time limited by me for trying this piece of gallantry before! de¬ 
igned to leave the place, that he might attend me : 1 told him the performance would 
have a quite contrary effect upon me, by robbing me both of my life and mid refs at the 
fame moment, but he was of a contrary opinion, and indited on the good fortune at¬ 
tending it; but I mull contefs ail his arguments were too weak to make me attempt 
tha experiment, 
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They take iheir meafures in going to the lefier iflands from the appearance of the 
heavens; for when it is clear or cloudy in fuch a quarter, it is a prognostic of wind or 
fair weather *, and when the waves are high on the eaft point of the bay, it is an infal¬ 
lible fign of a Storm, efpecially if they appear very white, even though the weather be 
at that time calm. 

If the waves in the bay make a noife as they break before their beating upon the Shore, 
it is an infallible forerunner of a weft wind; if a black cloud appears above the fouth 
fide of the bay, a fouth wind follows fome hours afterwards. It is obferved of the fea 
betwixt St. Itilda and the ifles Lewis, Harries, &c. that it rages more with a north wind, 
than when it blows from any other quarter. And it is likewife obferved to be lefs raging 
with the fouth wind than any other. 

They know the time of the day by the motion of the fun from one hill or rock to 
another; upon either of thefe the fun is obferved to appear at different times; and 
when the fun does not appear, they meafure the day by the ebbing and flowing of the 
fea, which they can tell exactly, though they fbould not fee the Shore for fome days 
together: their knowledge of the tides depends upon the changes of the moon, which 
they are likewise very exaCt in obferving. 

They ufe for their diverfion fhort clubs and balls of wood; the fand is a fair field for 
this fport and exercife, in which they take great pleafure, and are very nimble at it; they 
play for eggs, fowl, hooks, or tobacco; and lb eager are they for victory, that they 
{trip themfelves to their fhirts to obtain it: they ufe fwimining and diving, and are very 
expert in both. 

The women have their affemblies in the middle of the village, where they difcourfe of 
their affairs, in the mean time employing their diflaff, and fpinning in order to make 
their blankets; they fing and jeft for diverfion, and in their way underltand poetry, and 
make verfes. Both men and women are very courteous; as often as they paffed by 
us every day, they faluted us with their ordinary compliment of “ God fave you each 
of them making their refpeCtive curtlies. 

Both fexes have a great inclination to novelty; and, perhaps, any thing may be 
thought new with them that is but different from their way of managing land, cattle, 
fowl, &c. A parcel of them were always attending the minifter and me, admiring our 
habit, behaviour, &c. In a word, all we did or faid was wonderful in their efteem ; 
but above all, writing was moft aftonifliing to them : they cannot conceive how it is 
poflihle for any mortal to exprefs the conceptions of his mind in fuch black characters 
upon white paper. After they had with admiration argued upon this fubjeCt, I told 
them, that within the compafs of two years or lefs, if they plcafed, they might eafily be 
taught to read and write, but they were not of the opinion that either of them could be 
obtained, at leaf! by them in an age. 

The officer, in his embaffy in July lad, travelled fo far as to land on the continent 
next to Sky, and it was a long journey for a native of Sr. Kilda, for fcarce any of the 
inhabitants have ever had the opportunity of travelling fo far into the world. 

They obferved many wonderful tilings in the courfe of their travels; and think Mack- 
Leod’s family is equivalent to that of an imperial court, and believe the King alone to be 
fuperior to him: they fay his lady wore fo Orange a lowland drefs, that it was ivn- 
poflible for them to deferibe it; they admired gtafs windows hugely, and a looking-glafs 
to them was a prodigy ; they were amazed when they faw hangings covering a thick 
wall of ftone and lime, and condemned it. as vain and fuperfluous. 

They reckon the year, quarter, and month, as in Great Britain. They compute the 
•feveral periods of time by the lives of the proprietors and ftewarcls, of whole greateft 
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3 ft ions they have a tradilion, of which they difcourfe with as great fatisfaftion as any 
hiftorian reflefting on the Caefars, or greateft generals in the world. 

They account riding one of the greateft of earthly grandeurs, and told me with a 
ft range admiration, that Mack-Leod travelled not on foot, as they fuppoled all other 
men did, and that they had feen feveral horfes which were kept on purpole for him to 
ride upon. 

One of their number landing in the ifle of Harries, enquired who was the pro¬ 
prietor of thofe lands ? They told him that it was Mack-Leod; which did not a 
little raife his opinion of him. This man afterwards, when he was in the iile of Sky, 
and had travelled fome miles there, one day Handing upon an eminence, and looking 
round about, fancied he faw a great part of the world, and then alked to whom thofe 
lands belonged ? and when one of the company had acquainted him, that Mack-Leod 
was mailer of thofe lands all'o, the St. ICilda man, lifting up his eyes and hands to hea¬ 
ven, cried out with admiration, “ O mighty prince, who art mafter of fuch vail terri¬ 
tories i” This he expreffed fo emphatically in the Irilh language, that the faying from 
that time became a proverb whenever any body would expreis a greatnefs and pleni¬ 
tude of power. 

One of the things they admired molt was the growth of trees; they thought the 
beauty of the leaves and branches admirable, and how they grew to fuch a height above 
.plants, was far beyond their conception: one of them, much aftoniftied, told me that 
the trees pulled him back as he travelled through the woods ; and they refolved once 
to carry iome few of them on their backs to their boats, and take them to St. Kilda, 
but, upon fecond thoughts, the length of the journey, being through the greateft part 
of the ifle of Sky, deterred them from this undertaking, for though they excel others 
in ftrength, they are yet but bad travellers on foot, being fo much unufed to it. 

One of their number travelling in the ifle of Sky to the fouth part of it, thought this a 
prodigious journey ; and feeing in the oppofite continent the fhire of Invernefs, divided 
from Sky only by a narrow fea, inquired of the company if that was the border of 
England, 

One of the St. Kilda men, after he had taken a pretty large dofe of aqua-vita^ and was 
become very heavy with it, as he was falling into a fleep, and fancying it to be his Iaft, 
expreffed to his companions the great fatisfaftion he had in meeting with fuch an eafy 
pafiage out of this world ; “ For (faid he) it is attended with no kind of pain.” In 
fhort, their opinion of foreign objefts is as remote from the ordinary fentiments of other 
men, as they are themfelves from all foreign converfe. 

1 muft not omit acquainting the reader, that the account given of the failor’s rude- 
nefsto the inhabitants has created great prejudices in them againft feamen in general ; 
arid, though I endeavoured to bring them into fome good opinion of them, it will not 
be improper to fpeak of the terms upon which the inhabitants are refolved to receive 
ft rangers. They will admit of no number exceeding ten, and they too muft be un¬ 
armed, or the inhabitants will oppofe them with all their might; but if any number not 
exceeding the above, come peaceably, and with good defigns, they may expeft: water 
and fire gratis, and what elfe the place affords on the eafieft terms in the world. 

The inhabitams of St. Kilda are much happier than the generality of mankind, being 
altnoft the only people in the world who feel the fweetnds of true liberty : what the 
condition of the people in the golden age is feigned by the poets to be, that theirs really 
is, I mean^in innocence and fimplicity, purity, mutual love and cordial friendfhip, free 
from felicitous cares, and anxious covetoufnefs; from envy, deceit, and diffiinulation j 
from ambition and pride, and the confequences that attend them. They are alto¬ 
gether 
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gether ignorant of the vices of foreigners, and governed by the dictates of reafon and 
Chriftianity, as it was firlt delivered to them by thole heroic fouls whole zeal moved 
them to undergo danger and trouble to plant religion here in one of the remotelt cor* 

ners of the world. _ , . . 

There is this only wanting to make thero the happieft people in this habitable globe, viz* 
that they themfelves do not know how happy they are, and how much they are above 
the avarice and ilavery of the reft of mankind. Their way of living makes them con¬ 
temn gold and filver, as below the dignity of human nature ; they live by the munifi¬ 
cence of Heaven, and have no defigns upon one another, but fuch as are purely i'ug- 
gefted by jullice and benevolence. v 

There being about thirty of the inhabitants one day together in the ifle Soa, they 
efpied a man with a grey coat and plaid, in a Hurt, floating on the lea upon his belly, 
and favv likewife a mall pecking at his neck ; this vifton continued above a quarter of 
an hour, and then difappeared; but Ihortly after, one of the fpectators chanced to fall 
into the fea, and, being drowned, refembled the forewarning vifion in all things, and 
the mall was alfo feen upon his neck; this was told me by the fteward fotne years be¬ 
fore, and afterwards was confirmed to me by fuch as were themfelves eye-witneffes of it. 

None of the ^habitants pretended to the fecond fight, except Roderick the impoftor, 
and one woman, and Ihe told her neighbours, that fhe faw, lome weeks before our 
coming, a boat (different from that of the fteward) with fome ftrangers in it, drawing 
near to their ifle. 

An Account of one Roderick, fuppofei to have badConverfation with a familiar Spirit , and 
pretending to be font by St. John the Baptiji , (with new Revelations and Difcoveries. 

AFTER our landing, the minifter and I, according to our firft refolution, examined 
the inhabitants apart concerning the new pretended religion delivered to them by their 
falfe prophet. 

All of them, young as well as old, both men and women, unanimouflv agreed in the 
following account: they heartily congratulated the minifter’s arrival, and at the iiune 
time declared their abhorrence of the impoftor’s delufions, and with repeated inftances 
begged for the Lord’s fake that he might be for ever removed out of the ifle. 

This impoftor is a comely, well-proportioned fellow, red-haired, and exceeding all the 
inhabitants of St. Kilda in lirength, climbing. See. He is illiterate, and under the 
fame circumfiances with his companions: for he had not fo much as the advantage of 
ever feeing any of the Weftern Hies; all his converfation being with the fteward’s 
retinue only, who were as ignorant of letters as himfelf. 

In the eighteenth year of his age, he took the liberty of going to fifli on a Sunday (a 
practice altogether unknown in St. Kilda); and he afferts, that in his return homeward, 
a man in a lowland drefs, i. e . a cloak and hat, appeared to him upon the road ; at this 
unexpected meeting, Roderick fell flat on the ground in great diforder; the man de- 
fired him not to be furprifed at his prefence, for that he was John the Baptift imme¬ 
diately come from heaven with good tidings to the inhabitants of that place, who had 
been for a long time kept in ignorance and error; that he had commiflion to inftruft 
Roderick in the laws of heaven for the edification of his neighbours: Roderick an- 
fwered, that he was no way qualified for fo great a charge; but the pretended 
Baptift defired him to be of good courage, for that he would inftantly make him capable 
for his million, and then delivered to him the following fcheme, in which Roderick fo 
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mixed the laudable cuftoms of the church with his own diabolical inventions, that It 
became impoffible for fo ignorant a people, to diflmguifli tile one from the other* 

The firft and principal command he impofed upon them, was that of the Friday's fad, 
which he enjoined with fuch firi£hiefs, as not to allow one of them to tafle any kind 
of food before night, no, not fo much as a fnufF of tobacco, which they love extremely ; 
this bare fad, without any religious exercife attending it, was the firft badge and cogni¬ 
zance of his followers* He perfuaded the people, that feme of their deceafed neigh¬ 
bours were nominated faints in heaven, and advocates for thofe who furvived ; he told 
them, every one had his refpeftive advocate ; that the annlverfary of every faint was to 
be commemorated by every perfon under whofe tutelage he was reputed to be. And 
this is obferved by treating the neighbours with a plentiful entertainment of beef or 
mutton, fowls, &c. the impoftor himfelf being ever the chief guefl at the feaft $ from 
whence a ftiare of the provifion was punctually fent to his wife and children ; the num¬ 
ber of Iheep ordinari ly coniumed on thefe occafions was proportion able to ihe ability of 
him that bellowed them. 

He impofed likewife feveral penances which they were obliged to fubmlt to, under 
-.pain of being expelled from the fociety of his congregation, which he pretended to be 
founded upon no lefs authority than that of St, John the Baptifl, and threatened to in¬ 
flict the fevereft judgments upon thofe who fhould prove refractory, and not obey 
his injunctions* 

The ordinary penance he impofed upon them, was making them ft and in cold wa¬ 
ter, without any regard to the feaion, during his plea fur e ; and if there were more of 
them upon whom this feverity was to be inflicted, they were to pour cold water upon 
one another’s heads till they bad fatisfied his tyrannical humour. This diabolical feverity 
was evidence enough, that he was fent by him who is the w father of lies, and was a mur¬ 
derer from the beginning/' 

He commanded that every family fhould flay a fheep upon the threfhoM of their doors, 
but a knife mult not fo much as touch it j he w ould have them only make ufe of their 
crooked fpades for their inftruments to kill them with ; for which if duly confidered, 
there is nothing more Improper, the edge with which he commanded the fheep’s neck 
to be cut being almoft half an Inch thick* Now this was to be done in the evening, 
and if either young or old had tafteda bit of the meat of it that night, the equivalent 
number of fheep were to be flain the following day, after the former manner* 

He forbid the ufe of the Lord's Prayer, Creed, and Ten Commandments, and inftead 
of them preferibed diabolical forms of his own* His prayers and rhapfodical forms 
were often blended with the names of God, our bleffed Saviour, and the immaculate 
Virgin ; he ufed the Irifh word pherftchin^ i. e* veries, which is not known in St* Kilda, 
nor in the north-weft ifies, except to fuch as can read the Irifti tongue* But what 
feemed moft remarkable in his obfeure prayers, was his mentioning Eli, with the cha¬ 
racter of our preferver, He ufed feveral unintelligible words in his devotions, of which 
he could not tell the meaning himfelf; faying only that he had received them implicitly 
from St. John the Baptift, and delivered them before his hearers without any ex¬ 
plication. 

He taught the women a devout hymn, which he called the Virgin Mary's, as fent 
from her; this hymn was never delivered in public, but always in a private houfe, or 
fame remote place, where no eye could fee them but that of heaven ^ he perfuaded the 
innocent women that it was of fuch merit and efficacy, that any^one who was able to 
repeat it by heart would not die in child-bearing j and every woman paid a fheep to 
the impoftor for teaching her the hymn. 
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The place and manner of teaching this hymn afforded him a fair opportunity of de¬ 
bauching many of the fimple w$tnen; and this fome of their number acknowledged to 
the mmilter and me upon examination. 

He prescribed to all his auditory long rhymes* which he called pfalmsj thefe he or¬ 
dinarily fung at his rhapfodical preachments. 

He endeavoured to alter the common way of burying, viz, in placing the faces of the 
dead to the call, and would have perfu tided them to place them to the foittb, and that 
he might prevail the*more with them fo to do, he let the bodies of thole of his own fa¬ 
mily who happened to die in that po fit ion: but the inhabitants would never follow his 
example in this, but continued their former practice. 

He pen fuaded the women, that if in all things they complied with his new revelation, 
they fbould be undoubtedly carried to heaven, and that in their journey thither they were 
to pafs through the firmament riding upon white horfes. Thefe and many more iuch 
whims he impoled upon the people, of which this is a fiiort abllradb 

This unhappy fellow, to confecrate his enterprise* pitched upon a little fifing fpot of 
ground, which he called John the Baptift’s Bufh, upon which he laid thefe oracles were 
delivered to him- This bufh was from that time forward believed to be holy ground, , 
and mud not be trod upon by any of their cattle; if by chance one of them happen to 
touch it, it was forthwith to be flain and eaten by Roderick and the owners; and if any 
proved refrafctory and were refolved to fpare r their cattle, a moft dreadful comminatiou 
was iffued out again ft them, of being thenceforward excluded from any further fellow- 
fhip with him, until they fhould acknowledge their faults, and comply with his luxurious 
delires, which to difobey he made them believe wa* damnable. It was reckoned meri¬ 
torious for any body to reveal thofe who had tranfgreffed the orders given by him. 

This importor continued forfeveral years without controul, to delude thefe innocent 
well meaning people, until atlaft his villainous defign upon the women was found out, 
which he intended to accomplifli under the maik of the devout hymn he taught them, 
and was firlt difeovered by the officer’s wife, who the importer firll made a profelyte of 
to his fdlfe duibri nes, and after that would have debauched her from her conjugal fidelity. 
This woman was fo heroically virtuous, as to communicate his lewd deiign to her iiul- 
band, who ordered the matter fo as to be in a room hard by at the time he fuppofed 
Roderick would be coming, where he continued till this letclier began to carefs his wife, 
and then he thought himfelf pbligcd feafonably to appear to her refeue, and boldly re¬ 
proved the importor for his wicked practices, which were fo widely contrary to his pro- 
fefiion, and that upon the whole it appeared he had no true million. 

The importor was very much furprifed at this unexpected and fatal difappointment, 
which put him into an extreme diforder, infomuch that he afked the officer's pardon, 
acknowledged his crime, and promifed never to attempt the like again- Ihe officer 
continued to upbraid him, telling him he was mitigated by the devil; that innocence and 
chattily were always the effects of true religion, and that the contrary practices were 
countenanced only by faife prophets; and that now no other proof was wanting of hi$ 
being a notorious deceiver: however the impoftor’s great reputation prevailed with the 
officer to patch up a friendfhip, for the continuance of which he condefcended to be 
Rodericks Iponfor at the baptifm of one of his children * of which ceremony an account 
has been given : when there is no opportunity of being fponlor to each other, and it 
is thought neceffary to enter into bonds of friendihip at baptifm, the inhabitants of the 
wertern iffeafupply this ceremony by tailing a drop of each other's blood* 

Notwithstanding the friendfhip thus patched up between the officer and Roderick, 
the latter’s mifearriages got air* which admin i ft ered occafion to the moft thinking among 
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them to doubt much of his tniffion ; his father, who was reputed a very houefl man, 
told him frequently that he was a deceiver, and would come to a fatal end. tor this im* 
poltor once prophelied that one of the inhabitants (wbofe name I have heard) fhould 
be killed in a battle, to be fought ill the ifle of Harries, within a limited fpace of time; 
the unthinking man relying on this infallible oracle, ventured more defperately on the 
rock than ufual, fancying he could not fall, but it fo happened that he tumbled over 
and was drowned, at which the inhabitants were a good deal alarmed; but the impoflor 
Jlill continued in the exercife of his pretended million* 

One of the inhabitants called Muldonich, alias Lewis, coulin-german to this man, 
had a ewe which brought forth three lambs at one time, which were feen feeding upon 
the facred bufh, but Lewis refufed to comply with the order for killing the fheep, and 
had the boldnefs to aver that it was an unreasonable piece of worfhip ta deftroy fo many 
cattle, and deprive the owners of their property, adding withal, that he never heard any 
fuch thing praclifed in any of the wefiern ifles upon a religious account. The impoflor 
infifled that the heavenly command was to be obferved by all his followers, adding the 
dreadful threatening againfl fuch as proved difobedient; but Lewis neverthelefs re¬ 
mained obflinate, chufing to be excluded from fuch worfhip rather than kill his fheep. 

The filly people expefted no lefs than a fpeedy judgment to befall this recufant; but 
when nothing enfued upon his difebedience, they all began to have a lefs veneration for 
the impoflor than before; and began to think within themfelves that they might as 
well have ventured to run the fame rifque with Lewis for the preservation of their cattle- 

Notwithflandihg this notorious villainy, the impoflor continued to maintain his au¬ 
thority, till one night (for it was always at night that ho kept his religious meetings), by 
a fpecial providence, a boy of the ifle of Harries, (who had (laid with his father a year 
in St, Kilda, and was employed In mending their boat) happened to go into the houfe 
where Roderick was preaching; the boy lurked in the dark, and gave his father an ac- 
count of what he had heard, at leafl fo far as he could remember ; which the boy’s 
father communicated to the fleward upon his arrival, who being highly concerned at 
the relation given him, carried Roderick along with him to the ifle of Skie before the 
late Mack-Leod, who forbid him from that time forward to preach any more, on pain 
of death. 

This was a fenfible mortification, as well as difappomtment to the impoflor, who had 
flattered himfelf that Mack-Leod would hear him preach, and expected no lefs than to 
perfuade him to become a profelyte, as he has fince con felled. 

This fellow afferts, that every night after he had aflembied the people, he heard a 
voice without faying, “ Come you outwhich when he heard, he had no power to 
flay within; and that after his going forth, John the Baptift always met him, and in- 
ftrudted him what he fliould fay to the people at that particular meeting* He fays, that 
bt* John ufed to repeat the difcourle to him only once, which he owns lie could fcarcely 
remember one fcntence of, and therefore he enquired of the faint how to behave himfelf 
in this cafe; that the anfwerwas, tc Go,you have it;” which the impoflor believing, 
/was upon his return able to deliver fluently all he had heard, and would continue, after 
Jiis own way, for feveral hours together, to preach until he had lulled mofl of his hearers 
to fleep- 

_ When the earthquake before-mentioned was over, one of the inhabitants enquired of 
him with admiration how the rock was made to tremble ? he anfwered, that it was the 
1 tfeft of pleafant mufick played by a devout faint in a church under ground : his neigh¬ 
bour owned his love for mufick, but heartily wifhed never to hear any more of this 
jtind, which carried fo great terror along with it. 
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The import or owned the truth of all this account, firft to the minifter and me, and 
then publicly after divine fervice, in the prefence of all the inhabitants, and iuch as 
were come to that place from the idle ol Harries. The minifter and congregation 
jointly prayed for repentance and pardon to this poor wretch, which when ended, we 
carried him and all the inhabitants to the bulh pretended to be facred; he himfclf, 
leading the van, was commanded to demolifh that wall which he had ordered to be 
built round the fi&Pbulh (which otherwife would in a fliort time have proved a purga¬ 
tory, to have robbed them of all their goods), which he and the inhabitants did in the 
fpace of an hour; we made them featter the ftones up and down in the field, left their 
pofterity might fee fuch a monument of folly and ignorance. We reproved the cre¬ 
dulous people for complying implicitly with fuch follies and delufions as were delivered 
to them by the importer; and all of them with one voice anfwered, that what they did 
was unaccountable j but feeing one of their own number and ftauip in all refps£h», en¬ 
dued, as they fancied, with a powerful faculty of preaching fo fluently and frequently, 
and pretending to converfe with John the Baptift, they were induced to believe his mif- 
fion from heaven, and therefore complied with his commands without difpute, and the 
rather, as he did not attempt to change their laws of neighbourhood. 

They now regret their wandering, and hope that God may pardon their error, as 
what they did was with a defign (though a miftaken one) to ferve him. 

They are now overjoyed to find themfelves undeceived, and the light of the gofpel 
reftored to them, as it was at firft delivered to their anceftors by the firft Chriftian 
monks, who had gone thither to inftru& them. 

This impoftor is a poet, and alio endued with that rare faculty of enjoying the fecond 
fight, which makes it the more probable that he was haunted by a familiar fpirit. It 
bath been obferved of him, before his impofture was difeovered, that fo often as he was 
employed by the fteward to go to, or return from, Harries, they were always expofed 
to the greateft dangers by violent ftorms, being at one time driven fifty leagues to the 
north-cart:, and by fpecial providence were at laft call upon the little ifle Rona, twenty 
leagues liorth-eaft of Lewis: the He ward’s wife, and all his crew reflecting upon thefe 
dangers fince the difeovery of his impofture, could never be prevailed upon to receive 
him again into their boat. They often intreated Mr. Campbell and me not to admit 
him into our boat, but we did not yield to thefe fears, for we received and brought him 
along with us, and afterwards delivered him to the fteward's fervants in the ifle of Pabby 
in Harries, where he remains ftill in cuftody in order to his trial. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF HIRTA AND RONA. 

(JIVEN TO Sia ROBERT SIBRALO BY THE LORD REGISTER SIR GEORGE M f KEN2lEj OF THREAT* 

Hirta. 

T HE ifland of Hirta, of all the ifles about Scotland, lieth fiirtljpft out into the fea, 
is very mountainous, and not acceflible but by climbing; it is incredible what num¬ 
ber of fowls frequent the rocks there ; fo far as one can fee the fea is covered with 
them, and when they rife they darken the Iky, they are fo numerous; they are ordi¬ 
narily catched this way: a man lies upon his back with a long pole in his hand, and 
knocketh them down as they fly over him. There be many forts of thefe fowls; fome 
of them of ft range fhapes, among which there is one they call the gare-fowl, which is 
bigger than a goofe, and hath eggs as big almoft as thofe of the oftrich. Among the 
other commodities they export out of the ifland, this is none of the meaneft. They 
take the fat of thefe fowls that frequent the ifland and fluff the ftomach of this fowl 
with it, which they preferve by hanging it near the chimney, where it is dried with the 
fmoke, and they fell it to their neighbours on the continent, as a remedy they ufe for 
aches and pains. 

Their fheep upon that ifland of Hirta are far different from all others, having long 
legs, long horns, and inftead of wool, a bluifli hair upon them; for the figure and de- 
fcription it feems to approach in refemblance to the avis ChUenfis. Some natural hifto- 
rians make mention of the milk of thofe fheep ; they make butter and a fort of cheefe, 
which my Lord RegiEler faith pleafes his tafte better than Holland cheefe. They have 
no fait there but what they make by burning of fea-tangle, which is very black. Their 
greateft trade is in feathers they fell; and the exercife they affeft moft is climbing of 
iteep rocks: he is the prettieft man who ventures upon the moft inacceffible, though all 
they gain is the eggs of the fowls, and the honour to die, as many of their anceftors, by 
breaking of their necks; which Pliny obferves of thefe people, which he calls byperboren 

Rona. 

THE ifland of Rona hath for many generations been inhabited by five families, which 
feklom exceed thirty fouls in all: they have a kind of commonwealth among them, in 
fo far if any of them have more children than another, he that hath fewer taketh from 
the other what makes his number equal, and the excreicence of above thirty fouls is fent 
with the fummer boat to the Lewis to the Earl of Seaforth, their mailer, to whom they 
pay yearly fome quantity of meal Hitched up in ftieeps’ {kins, and feathers of fea-fowls. 
They have no fuel for fire upon the ifland; but by the fpecial providence of God, the 
fea yearly caffs in fo much timber asferves them : their fheep there have wool, but of a 
bluifh colour. 

There is a chapel in the midft of the ifle, where they meet twice or thrice a day. One 
of the families is hereditary beddall, and the mailer of that Hands at the altar and pray- 
eth, the reft kneel upon their knees and join with him. Their religion is the Romilh 
religion : there is always one who is chief, and commands the reft, and they are fo well 
faiisfied with their condition, that they exceedingly bewail the condition of thofe, as 
fupernumerary, they muft fend out of the ifland. 
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A BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

OF 

ORKNET, ZETLAND , PIGHTLAND-FIRTH , AND CAITHNESS ; 

WHERE1H, AFTER A S KOR.T JOURNAL OF THE AUTHORS ’VOYAGE THITHER, THESE NORTHERN 
PEACES A El E FJRST MORE GENERALLY DESCRIBED; 

THEN A PARTICULAR VIEW 15 GIVEN OF THE SEVERAL ISLES THERETO BELONGING; 
TOGETHER WITH AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT IS MOST RARE AND REMARKABLE THERElSf J WITH THE 

author's observations thereupon, 

BT JOHN BRAND.* 


TO HIS GRACE JAMES DUKE OF HAMILTON. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE, 

UPON my return from Zetland, as bound in duty, T paid my refpeck to your Grace, 
who was pleafed to aik if I had kept a diary? which I acknowledged, but could 
not fliew it, till tlie remarks therein contained were tranfcribed, which when done, 
vour Grace feould have them to glance at lbme leifure hour. Thus your command 
giving rife to this undertaking, I have prefumed to make the dedication to your Grace. 
° The noble and illuftrious family of Hamilton, the firft in the nation, ftandeth in no 
need of panegyrics from me to fet forth its eminency. His Grace your lather, was verj 
inftrumental in fettling the peace and quiet of this kingdom at the late merciful and 
wonderful revolution, as became a patriot of his country j under wnofe piefidency, in 
the convention of eHates, the government of our church was reftored, which fince hath 
been confirmed by the fubfequent parliaments. . 

In his furviving confert, your pious mother, thefe endowments and qualifications 
requifite in the confort of a prince have eminently fhined forth, which will embalm her 
name to fucceeding generations: her likewife being fo very helpful to many a flitted 
ones, both in the former years of this church’s di ft refs and trouble, and in the latter of 
great fcarcity and dearth, fhe knowing how valuable are the bleffings of thofe who were 
ready to perifli. 

Your Grace’s honourable appearance for, and acknowledgment of, prelbyterian go- 
vernment in th^ laft feffion of parliament, was acceptable to many; and I hope your 
Grace {hall never have caufe to repent of your continuing to favour the ancient govern¬ 
ment of this church, which as it is conform to the fcripture plan, fo the Lord hath been 
gracioufly pleafed to own and countenance it, in the great things he hath done for and 
by the minifters and profeffors thereof. 

Among thefe things for which you {land obliged to the wife conduct of providence, 
-one is, that you have been fo well directed in the happy choice of your conferts. Your 
prefent lady of a fweet and gentle temper; her carriage obliging and difcrect to all j her 
loving to entertain pious and religious difcourfe j her modeft and exemplary drefs ; T 
wifii fee may prove a bleflmg to your illuftrious family, and be as Rachel or as Leah, 
which two did build up he thoufe of Ifrael. 

Your noble brother Lord George hath been created, by our prefent gracious King, 
Earl of Orkney, for his heroick appearances, under the aulpicious conduit ot our King, 
who was pleafed to take notice thereof, feme of thefe being under His Majefty’s view ; 


and 
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and in teftimony of his royal favour, dignify him with this honourable title, which in 
the years of ancient times hath blazoned the efcutcheons of kings. 

The branches of your illuftrious family do flourifh in feveral parts of the nation, 
though God in his holy providence hath made lately a breach thereupon, to your grief, 
and the nation’s lofs. 

Tour Grace’s relation to the ancient and honourable family of Douglas, gives me 
occafion to mention that old alliance betwixt that houfe and the princes of Orkney. 
William Lord of Niddifdale, commonly called the Biack Douglas^ by Egidia or Giles, 
daughter of King Robert II., had a daughter of the fame name married-to Henry Sin- 
clair, ufually ftyled Knight of the Cockle, of the Garter, and Prince of Orkney. To 
him fucceeded his fon William Sinclair, married ts> Elizabeth Douglas, daughter to 
Archibald Earl of Douglas, firnamed Tineman; whofe titles were, Knight of the 
Golden Fleece and of the Cockle, Prince of Orkney, Duke of Holdenburgh, Earl of 
Caithnefs, Lord Sinclair, Lord of Niddifdale^ Great Admiral of Scotland, &c. 

My Lord, the knowledge of hiflory is that which the molt of men are taken with, as 
being both pleafant and ufeful; and it cannot but ftain the reputation of any, though- 
able to give account of what is rare in other countries, if they be ignorant of their own, 
and places which depend thereupon, where things no lefs remarkable do occur, which 
may both exercife the ingenious, and edify the gracious inquirers. 

But above all, bleffed are they who make a religious improvement of natural obferves, 
and ufe all arts and fciences as Kand-maids to religion and piety. The knowledge of 
Chrift is the queen of fciences; hence a learned Paul “ determined! to know nothing 
but Chrift and him crucifiedand thofe who in all ages have been wife unto falration, 
have preferred Chrift’s crofs to the world's crown: and with Mofes, u reckoned his 
word things better than the world’s bell.” The knowledge of all other things without- 
the knowledge of Chrifl, is as a Ihadow without the fubftance, and a body without the 
head, as fome have inftituted the comparifon ; yea they are xuovtoi without mind and 
judgment: the cardinal virtues, as they are called, may be attained in flrew, but not in 
truth,. Quid en'm Mis cum virtutibus qui Dei -virtulem Cbriftum ignorant ? all the glory 
and grandeur of the world, laid in the balance with this piece of faving knowledge, is 
but as a grain weight to counter-batance a huge mountain : hence a notable faying of a 
truly noble lord, when fet upon by the Jefuits ro change his religion, tempting him with- 
fplendid and rich offers, “ Let their money (faith hej perilh with them, who think all 
the glory of the world worth one day’s communion with Jefus Chrift.” And truly it 
is but final! gain the molt painful and able ftudent doth reap, if after all his labour in 
the records of antiquity and refearches of nature, and it may be through the maze of 
intricate dilquifition he lofe his foul, and notwithftanding of all his learning be thrull 
into hell, being forced to cry out on death-bed, as it is reported the learned Grotius 
once did. Ah -uitam perdidi , operofe nihil agendo. 

My Lord, 1 hope it will not prove uniavory to your Grace that I have a little en¬ 
larged this epiftle, in commending of Chrift and religion, which fo much tranfcendeth 
our commendation and praife, whence Co many advantages do accrue to us, and among 
others, when there are early impreflions of piety on any, the confcience for ever after 
ufeth to hang about them, notwithftanding the tenor of their lives hath been aflaulted 
with manifold tentations. That your Grace may ftill continue to be a true lover of 
your country, and a zealous afferter of her rights and liberties, is and fliall be the deftre 
of him who is. 

May it pleafe your Grace, 

Your Grace’s moft humble and 1110 ft dutiful fervant, 

JOHN BRAND. 
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PREFACE TO THE READER* 

I SHALL not infill on an apology why 1 trouble the Sweating prefs, though I might 
ufe and plead the common topics taken from the advice and importunity of others, 
and to prevent the pubMiing of feme of thefe remarks, excerpt from my papers, by 
feme into whofe hands they had fallen, after they had lien by me feveral months. 

There are feveral grave perfbns in thefe ifles of good and iolid judgment, both mi- 
nifters and others, who being better acquainted with the places of their ordinary reft- 
dence than it can be fuppofed I had occafion to be, might have publilhed fomething 
more valuable on this head, and fet their remarks in a clearer light; as ltkewife fome 
of my dear brethren of th^ commiffion might have done it to greater advantage. Yet 
the engagements that lay on me to tranferibe the moft remarkable occurrence?, and the 
felicitation of'ibme thereupon to publilh them, have fome way obliged me to make this 
appearance. However if others hereby fhall be excited to ferve the public, by -giving 
a fuller and clearer defeription of thefe generally little known places, this effay ;- iil not' 
prove altogether unufeful;: and if I had known.that any intended to have publifhed 
fomethiug of this nature, the world had not been troubled with my fcribbling.. 

I hope none will judge that I aft without my; line, in giving deferiptions of this nature, - 
feeing all are called to «* remember the works of the Lord and talk of his doings,” a3 
they liave-occafion and all along I endeavour , to keep in mind the character I bear, 
dropDing romething of a fpiritoal improvement.. 

Our hiflorians, fuch as I have confultcd, have given but a very brief and lame, and 
in feme things a falfe, account of thofe places,-.efpecially Zetland, which is unknown ten- 
themofl of the nation, if not that-they have only heard there were fuch ifles as-the 
Zetlandick. It is true, . there is one Mr. Wallace, a late minifter in Orkney, who hath s 
gratified the world.bv giving a defeription of the Orkney ifles ; but neither Zetland nor 
Gaithnefs doth he meddle with: and as to Orkney, there are feveral things,which de- 
ferve their own remark he makes no mention of; and others have fallemout fince his 
time, which I have noticed : lo that, on the whole, the account now given even of 
Orkney will appear almofl new to any who fhall be pleafed to compare the two de- 

i'eriprions together. t 

No doubt but fuch as know thefe places will deficientte feveral.thmgs no lels remark¬ 
able than what are obferved ; but (till my reader would remember that this is but a 
diary tranferibed. Yet this I may fay, as I have not willingly fettered myftlf to be itn- 
ppied. on, fo neither have 1 imppfed any thing on the credulous world, but delivered 
fuch things which either 1 was witnefs to, or had good ground to believe from perfons 
worthy of credit ; fo that if any thing appear queftionable, I have ordinarily in general 

given my author for it. , , 

1 luppofe the judicious reader, in perufing the following ffteets, will find things,both 
curious and mftrufltve, affording matter of meditation to the wife obfervors of Provi- 
donee* 

As to any philofcphical or philological obferves, as I am unfit for, lb am I far from -a 
magifterial di£tating.of them to any, but foberly propofed my own fentiments, which if 
my reader do not relifli, he may follow his own* 

Although the ftyle be not cjuaint and elegant^ embellifhed with the ornaments of art, 
yet I hope it will be found plain and intelligible ; and though fometimes obliged to ex- 
prefs myfelf in the dialed or idiotifm of the country, yet ordinarily fuch word* and 
phrafes are fome way explained : fo when I fpeak of Orkney or Zetland, as not in Scot* 
land, though depending thereupon, I exprefs myfelf as the country do* 
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As to the com millions work I have not meddled therewith, except when the thread 
of the hiftory did require me to touch it. However, this I may add, our weak endea¬ 
vours for the advancement of the intereft of our Lord Jefus in thefe remote corners 
have not been found by fuperior judicatories altogether unfuccefsful \ and I fuppofe it 
repents none of us of our voyage thither, however dangerous it did prove. 


A DESCRIPTION OF ORKNET, (A. 

INTRODUCTION. 

TT is a principle generally acknowledged, that all men in their feveral flations, accoY- 
-A ding to their capacities, are carefully to ftudy the maintaining and promoting of the 
good and intereft of that kingdom, nation, or fociety, whereof they are members j for 
if it go not well with the public in common, it cannot reafonably be thought that the 
happinefs of any in particular can long continue, more than it can go well, with the fe¬ 
veral members of a natural body, when the body itfelf is diftrefled. It was this generous 
love and concern for their country that fo fignalifed the ancient Romans, and made 
them in a fliort time arrive to fuch a height of glory and honour: unto this did their 
philofophers, poets, and orators warmly excite their fellow-citizens, fo that the more or 
the lefs any laid out themfelves this way, their achievements accordingly were reputed 
noble and heroic, and their perfons renowned. 

Yet much more will we find ourfelves bound to advance one another’s good, if we 
look on ourfelves not only as men and members of the body politic, but as Chriflians 
and members of that body, w'hereof Chrift is the head ; therefore our love of, care for 
and fympathy with one another, is much commended in holy fcripture, which the apoftle 
well illuftrateth in feveral places by that appofite and elegant fimilitude of the members 
of a natural body, their confpiring to the mutual good of one another ; and exprefsly 
commandeth, “ Look not every man on his own things, but alfo on the things of 
others j” and the want thereof he doth heavily regret in the fame chapter: “ For I 
have no man iikemindedjwho will naturally care for your ftate: for all feek their own 
not the things which arc Jefus Chrift’swhich felfifh and narrow fpirit, as it hath too 
int -^prevailed in all ages of the Chriflian church fince the days ofthe apoftles; fo in none 
more tf%i this of ours,as the learned Owen obferveth, imputing the fliame and the alnioft: 
ruin of Chriftianity thereunto. “ The Lord Chrift (faith he) hath ordained that the 
members of the fame church and fociety fhould mutually watch over one another, and 
the‘whole body over all the members unto their edification; and that the pradice of it 
is fo much loft as it is, is the Ihanie and almoft ruin of Chriftianity.” 

But more efpecially tliefe cloathed with authority civil or ecclefiaftic {land obliged to 
this public care, mini tiers being as pilots or governors under Chrift to the fhip of the 
church, as magiftrates under God are to that of the ftate. And the charge of minifters 
having a more immediate refpeft to the foul and better part of man, they are called the 
more diligently to take heed thereto, and fo to fleer their courfe through the boifterous 
lea of this world, as that not only they themfelves at length may arrive and reft at the 
fair-havens of Immanuel’s land, but that alfo through grace they may earn' along ibany 
wilh t .^ ctn em barked on the fame bottom of the covenant, by the means' of weird and 
difdpline. Minifters are ftewards, watchmen, fhepherds, bifhops, or overfeers, kc.; 
all which do imply a charge to be difeharged by them for the good of others. 

Minifters 
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Minifters may be eonfidered in a threefold relation. 1. As Chriftians related to Chrift, 
which is common to them with all believers. 2. As minifters, and related to that parti¬ 
cular church or portion of the church in general, the infpection whereof is afligned to 
them, and in which more efpecially and immediately they are called to labour. 3. As 
they hand related to the church national, whereof they are minifters, whofe good they 
are to endeavour, as God in his holy and wife providence fhall afford them accefs. And 
that in all thefe refpe&s minifters may the more approve theml'elves unto their great 
Lord and Mafter, according to his appointment, the apoftles’ example, and the practice 
of the church in all ages, they doaflociate themfelves unto councils, meetings, or aflein- 
blies, more oriels general, that fo by common counfel and confent they may confult the 
Intereft of the church of Chrift within their refpeflive diftri&s and bounds ; which as 
it hath been the laudable practice of other churches, fo of the church of Scotland, ever 
fmee her firft reformation from popery. 

For which end the general aflembly of this national church moved with zeal for the 
glory of God, hath travelled much fince the late happy Revolution in planting the 
north of Scotland, and, that they might not be wanting in vifiting the utraoft bounds 
thereof, with the Ifles thereto belonging, have deputed feveral com millions, who, re¬ 
pairing thither, might upon the place take under their conftderation the concerns of the 
church of Chrift in thefe corners, and determine therein as they fltould fee caufe, ac¬ 
cording to the word of God, and acts of afiemblies of this church, Particularly one 
was fent to Caithnefs and Orkney, anno 1698, who did God and his church good fer- 
vice there. 

In like manner the general affembly, anno 1700, upon the defire of certain minifters 
in Zetland, and information of the ftate of affairs in thefe remote iflands, found it 11c - 
ceffary to depute a commiflion thither, confifting of feven minifters and one ruling 
elder; with power not only to vifit and order the churches there, but likewife to 
concur with and affift the prefbyteries of Orkney and Caithnefs, as there fhould be 

occafion. 

Of this commiflion the author, being one, defigns a brief defeription of thefe re¬ 
markable parts; after a fhort journal of his voyage thither, with fome curfory ob- 
ferves thereupon. 

Chap. I.— Containing a brief Journal of our Voyage from Leith to Orkney , and theme to 

Zetland; as likewife of our Return from Zetland by Orkney to Caithnefs ; together with 

a fummary Account of the remarkable Dangers we were in. 

ON Friday, April 12, 1700, about fix a o’clock in the morning, we fet fail from 
Leith for Orkney, the wind fair though faint, which not being able to bear us up againfi: 
the tide, we dropt anchor two miles eaft of Inch-Keith, where we lay from ten till three 
in the afternoon, when a brifk gale arifing, we weighed anchor, and failed down the 
Firth, the fhip making fo good way, that before next morning at break of day we were 
paft Montrofs. 

On Saturday the wind leflened, yet about fun fet we paft Peterhead, fleering towards 
the point of Kinnair, leaving the Bridges of Ratray (a ridge of blind rocks) on our lar¬ 
board. Next morning, being the Lord’s Day, with a gentle wind, we made the beft 
of our way through Murray Firth, fpending the day in religious exercifes with the 
mariners and fome paflengers in company with us. When before Peterhead we faw 
the fins of a great fifli, about a yard above the water, which they call a pricker; alfo 
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about ten at night, a whale was feen by the help of moonlight * at a little diftance from 
our fhip, calling forth the water in a hideous manner* 

Next morning about feven o'clock we got fight of Orkney, and the wind blow¬ 
ing fomewhat harder than it had done the former night, in the afternoon we palled 
the eaft end of Pightland-firth, which, though ordinarily raging with th ■ impetuous 
current of a fea, 2 by reafon of the many tides meeting there, yet we found it not fo ; 
but in the midft of that part we palled, dined upon deck, fo meeting with leaft danger, 
where we : feared the greateft. We put into Holmsdound, and arrived there about feven 
at night, on the Monday after our fetting fail. 

The fliip's crew told us, that though they had frequently failed thefe feas to and from 
Orkney, yet never had they a better or pleafanter voyage: which providential favour 
was the more obfervable, the wind,-next day after we landed, blowing ftrong from the 
north, and lafting feveral days- Which, il it had come on before we had accompli (lied 
our voyage, we would not only have been blown back to fea, but thereby a temped 
arifing, we had been in no -fmall danger. We defired to look upon this as a fignat mercy, 
and a token for good. 

We would have hired our bark to Zetland, but the mafter being under charter- 
party, was obliged to return with a fraught of victual to Leith, and not having the occa- 
fion of any other fhip or bark, we were forced to hire one of thefe open boats of about 
fixty metis, which the Orkney men ufe for carrying victual to Zetland, eli'e we could not 
go for Zetland* this deafon, though the inintflers and others told us our paffage might 
prove dangerous. 

Our flay in Kirkwall, the chief town in Orkney, (aflifting that prefbytery in fome of 
their affairs; was from the 16th to the 27th of April, when with three minifters of this 
country on thecommiflion, we took boat for Sanda, about thirty miles north eaft from 
Kirkwall, and in our way to Zetland, having ordered our own boat to follow with the 
frrft fair wind. We put off about two in the afternoon, the men rowing with fix oars 
about halfway, when the wind rifing fomething favourable, with a little fail and four 
oars we got over Stronza-firth. Though, as we came near our landing-place in Sanda, 
.the inereafmg wind railed the waves fo high, that fometimes they intercepted the fight 
of the ifland. Yet we all got fafe on fliore betwixt nine and ten at night. The mercy 
of our efeMpe was the more remarkable, that our boat was thronged with paflbngers, 
and fo overloaden that the water came almoft to her brim; fo that if the fea had not 
been fmooth and calm when we patted through Stronza-firth, we had been probably 
■all loft : as thefe who had knowledge of thofe feas did afterwards declare unto us. 

We waited in Banda for a wind from April 27 till May 9, when the wind prefeming* 
we went to the iile of Eda, lying a little to the weft of Sanda, where our boat was, but 
before we could get aboard, the wind fluffed to fouth-eaft and then to eaft and by 
fouth, which was too ferimp to fetch Zetland ; however the wind now being very 
changeable, we judged it expedient for us to lie near our boat, and lay hold on the 
firft occerfion : fo May 11, the wind at fouth’-eaft, we put to lea, but fcarce well were 
we without ihe Rcd-h: ad of Eda* when the wind proving contrary, we returned to 
'^Caff-found May 12, bring the Lord’s-Day we fpent til religious exercif s with the people 
of the iile:; in the evening the wind turning fair, we refolved next morning early to get 
aboard, if the wind held. This laft night, after we returned to Calf-found* was terrible 
for wind and rain from the weft* (the wind foon altering, after we had got in again 
to Calf found) with which we could not have kept the fea, in all probability A great 
mercy then it was, that we were letermined to return, and did not keep the fea, as feme 
advifed, for, though within half an hour after we had got into the found, the wind 

turned 
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turned fair, yet being too ftrong, the fea became foul and tempeftuous, which was not 
for our open boat. 

Monday morning. May 13, about two o’clock, we were called to go aboard, 
which we did accordingly; the wind at weft, or weft and by north, the gale was brilk, 
but not very great, which we were glad of, thereby expecting a fpeedy paffage: fo we 
with two other boats in company loofed, but fcarce were we a league without the heads, 
when we law a ftorm of wind and rain making in the weft, whence the wind blew, where* 
upon one of the boatmafters in company advifed us to tack about, and endeavour to fetch 
Calf-found again; which counfel we, judging to be fafe, accordingly effayed to follow 
it, but the wind and fea rifing more boifterous, and the current of the ebb being ftrong 
from the found, we could not by any means effeQuate our defign, though we made fe- 
veral trips not without danger; the fea with its broken and fwelling waves threaten¬ 
ing to fwallow us up every moment: the mariners flood by their fails, crying, this work 
was very dangerous j and at one time, as one of them obferved the boat had taken in 
about ten barrels of water, the pump was ftill kept going, w r e judged ourfelves to be 
loft men, and fome exprefted fo much. In rhefe ftraits we defired the boatmafter fit¬ 
ting by the helm, to fee if he could make any other harbour or bay ; he anfwered, 
<e God have mercy on us, for the fea we dare not keep, and there is not another har¬ 
bour in Orkney we can makethe men were fatigued with the toil of their hard work, 
and altnoft at the giving over. We then knew to our experience the meaning of that 
Scripture, Pf. 107. 27. of feamen in a ftorm’s being at their wit’s end. Though the 
wind was fair for Zetland, yet we dftrfl not hold on our courfe, the fea not only being 
tempeftuous, but we had alfo feveral roufts, or impetuous tides to pafs, and then the 
ebb was in the fea, which made them fo much the more dangerous. Thus ftraitened, 
we thought it advifeable to go down with fome fail before the wind to the north end of 
Sanda, and endeavour to get into Otterfwick or Taphnefs-bay; we firft attempted 
Otterfwick, and left we fliould have been blown by the bay’s mouth, we held fo near 
land, that the boat beat feveral times upon a rock, however* we got in and dropt an¬ 
chor on the weather-fide of the Ihore. 

We were all much refrefhed with this great deliverance from fo imminent a danger. 
When we had ridden fome hours at anchor, the tyind and fea calmed. About feven at 
night, one of the boatmafters in company, who had entered the bay a little before us, 
weighed anchor and put to fea again. Some of our number were for lying ftill, till 
the weather was better fettled; others thought that feeing God had commanded a 
calm, that we had a favourable wind, that the Iky appeared to be well fet and pro- 
mifing, and that the other loadened boat had gone to fea before us, it might feem from 
thefe things Providence invited us to fea again : whereupon we put off, but before we 
had come the length of North Ronallha, fcarce a league diftant from the bay we had 
been in, the wind became fo faint, thac the mariners took them to their oars to help 
them through North Ronallha Rouft, thence when we came to Dennis-Rouft, we made 
fome way with our fails without oars, the tide then turning and the flood beginning to 
run in the fea. 

Tuefday, May 14, about one or two in the morning, the wind fhifted to eaft-fouth- 
eaft, then to eatl, and our boatmafter telling us, that he was forced to fleer a northern 
courfe, elfe he could not bear fail, and fo holding on, not a ftone in Zetland he could 
hit, as he expreffed himfelf, we all judged it molt proper to return to Orkney: when 
we had tacked about, the wind fluffed to north-eaft, a ftrong gale, together with great 
rains, whichxaufed a rolling and a fwelling fea, (for rains here without winds do raife, 
or canker, (as they term it) the fea, and much more when wind and rain come on at 
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once; however we got in fafely to Stronza-road, which was the readieft we could make* 

It was a happy providence that we then returned at that nick of time, for the flood not 
being all fpent, we were thereby likewife haflened in our way, fo that within a few 
hours we came to our port, though, as was reckoned, we were near midway between 
Orkney and Fair Ifle. The ftorm Lncreafed with the day, and after our landing it was 
fo very great, that we were obliged to keep within doors for fevera! hours: aiui if then 
we had been at fea, it is terrible for us to think upon the difmal effefts which mi^ht 
have followed thereupon, for, without all peradventure, we had certainly pcriihed, it the 
Lord by fome wonder of mercy had not refcued us, as indeed he had formerly done* 
46 O that we would praife the Lord for his goodnefs, and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men and that fo long as we live, we may never forget the 13th and 14th 
days of May, wherein the Lord wrought a great deliverance for us* 

Thus being difcnuraged, we were in great perplexity, not knowing what to do, 
whether £0 make any further attempt, or to return home, re infeSta^ feeing God in his 
providence had fo eroffed us hitherto, and it might be his mind we fhoitld not go for* 
ward. Upon tfiefe fluctuating and perplexing thoughts, we aiked God’s mind in the 
matter, after which more light did arife, and we unammoufly refolved yet to try what 
the Lord would do with us. 

Friday, May 17, between eight and nine in the morning, wind and iky promifing 
well, weputtofea, and palled the Fair Ifle, about five afternoon, keeping it on our 
flarboard, then our gale mcreafing, but continuing fair, at fo mb-weft we made good 
way. About midnight we paffed Swinhurgh head, the fouthermnafi point of land in 
Zetland, having thence twenty-four miles fail up within land to Lerwick, whither we 
were bound* 1 he wind growing more vehement, we lowered our mainfail, and took 
in a riff; with the breaking of the day there arofe a mift, whereby we could fcarce fee 
land, however we judged it fafeft to keep as near it as we could, and failed away by .the 
coaft j but being to pafs through a found, having the ifle of Mufa on our ftarboard, and 
Burra Land on our larboard, our feamen millook the point of Mufa, taking another 
point in the mainland for it, and the miff lying on, we were almoft engaged in the 
kind, and fo would have fallen among the rocks, which they coming to fufpect held to 
fea, revolving to fail without the point, which they did with difficulty, the boat being 
fo clofe haled, and the blaft fo great, that the helm adee was fcarce able to command 
her and keep her by the wind : which, when they had done, came to difcover their 
error* Hence failing through MufaTotnixd, we came to Brafla-foimd, and arrived at 
Lerwick on Saturday about four o’clock in the morning. 

We had a quick paffage, failing about a hundred miles in nineteen or twenty hours 
time: efpecially confidering that we were not half an hour on fiiore, when a ftrong 
wind blew from the north, which if it had come on but a little fooner, we would have 
been driven back to fea. There is likewife another providence remarkable, that we 
had only an ordinary defirable gale, when we paffed the Fair Ifle, where always there 
goes a great rolling fea, but when within the heads of the land of Zetland we had 
it very flrong, fo that fcareely we could have wreftled and held out againft it in the 
ocean. 

We arrived in Zetland May 18, and, having brought to fome period and clofe our 
principal work there, we fet fail for Orkney, June 11, faluting and bidding heartily 
farewell to the minifters, and fome gentlemen of the country, and to the moll con- 
fiderable inhabitants of Lerwick, who kindly accompanied us to our boat. We left 
Zetland 1 uefday, June n, about five afternoon, and having the wind at north-weft or 
north-weft and by north, we paffed the Start-head of Sauda about four next morning, 
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and, endeavouring to fet into Ketteltaft in Sanda, to put one of the minifters of that 
ifle aihore ; out boat, through our boat tn after’s inadvertency, ft ruck on a rock, without 
fuftsining any damage we knew; but the wind not permitting to turn up to that road, 
we all came to Kirkwall, and arrived there before nine in the morning. Our paflage 
from Zetland to Orkney was yet quicker than it was from Orkney to Zetland, we being 
but fixteeu hours in running one hundred and twenty, or, as i'ome fay, one hundred 
and twenty.eight miles. Staying in Orkney a few days, we palled Pigbtland-firth to 
Caithnefs, and having difpaiched our work in conjunction with the prefbytery there, 
we came home by land, repairing with joy to our feveral charges, where we may fet 
up our Eben-Ezer, faying “ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. 1 ’ 

I think we are called ferioufly to refleCt upon the manner of the Lord's dealings with 
us, we have been long detained and crofted in our way to Zetland, though- w r e made 
feveral attempts to go forward ; as to our commiffion we were appointed by the ge¬ 
neral afTembly of this church, and it being put upon us without any defire of ours, or 
inclination that way, we accordingly undertook our voyage, and came with a favour¬ 
able gale to Orkney ; it is true, that there are natural caules of wind and rain, whereof 
we are to make a fpiritual improvement, elpecially when they do impede or promote 
our defign ; moreover God’s judgments are a great depth, and by the courfe of nature, 
in giving greater or letter winds at his pleafure, he may carry on his more general works 
of providence, and yet thereby more efpecially intend the punifliment of the wicked, or 
the challifement of his people, which they are called to confider and improve : and as 
irue it is, God in his wife fovereignty may fo deal with his people, for the trial of their 
faith and other graces, that they may be ftill and know that he is God, ruling as he 
pleafeth among the children of men : the devil alfo who is the prince of the power of 
the air may have an evil and malicious hand in things of this nature, efpecially when 
men purpofe to do good, which tends to the overthrow of his kingdom. O that what 
we have met with may be fo bleffed as to render us more zealous again ft him and all 
fm, whereby his kingdom is eftablifhed in the world, “ That we may fight with devils, 
and be more than .conquerors through hint who loveth us.” I fay though thefe things 
and the like fometimes may and ought to be had a regard unto, yet I do humbly judge 
that upon thefe fo very dreadful dangers we have in great mercy efcaped, we are called 
to examine ourfelves, and fearch unto our fins as we are Chriftians and as we are minif¬ 
ters, for which the Lord may have a controverfy with us; our not being fo faithful in 
our perfonal and paftoral work, in working our own and others falvation ; our impa¬ 
tience in not waiting the Lord’s time, but being too anxious to be in Zetland at any 
rate : and it is like in our not being fo fingle in our ends in going as we ought to be, 
&e. I conclude this chapter as the Pfalmift doth Pf. evii. reflecting on the wonders of 
Providence, “ Who is wife, and will obferve thofe things, even they fiiall underltand the 
loving-kinduefs of the Lord.” 

JP * 

Chap. II.— A Dcfcription of Orkney, its Situation, Name, firfl Planters , Language* 
Manners of the People , Wholefomenefs of the Air, Corns , &c. 

THE Ifles belonging to Scotland have commonly been divided into three clafles : 
the weftern, fcattered in the Deucaledonian Ocean, on the weft, the Orkney and Zet- 
landick, both lying to the North of Scotland. As to the Weftern Ifles, though in 
number far exceeding both the ifles of Orkney and Zetland, yet I take no notice thereof, 
in the fubfequent delcription : our commiffion not being deputed thither, fo only the 
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latter (hall I give fome brief account of, not intending to advance any thing, but what 
I have either found to be true from my own obfervation, or had by good information: 
from fenfible and grave perfons worthy of credit: and (hall begin with Orkney, as 
order requireth, we firfl landing there. 

Orkney lies to the north of Scotland, bounded on the weft by the Deucaledonian 
ocean ; on the eaft, by the German j on the north, by the fea, which divides Orkney 
from Zetland ; and on the fouth, by Pightland Firth, twelve miles broad, from Dun- 
gifbie-Head or John Groat’s houfe, the northern-moll; houfe in Scotland to Berwick in 
South Ronald(ha, the fbuthermoft point of Orkney. It is commonly faid to be about 
the fifty-ninth degree of latitude at Kirkwall which lies within the country ; though the 
fouthernmoft point of South Ronaldftia, is diftant from the nonhernmoft of North 
Ronaldlha near a degree. 

That Orkney or Orcades is the name of thefe ifles is agreed in by ancient and modern 
writers, but of the etymology and whence the name is derived, none I fuppofe will be. 
found to give a fatisfying account. Some alledging it to come from Orcas which 
Proloray reckons to be a promontory of Caithnefs, oppofite to Orkney ; others from 
the Greek word tip*.ui coerceo , thefe ifles breaking and reftraining the force of the rag¬ 
ing waves : or from Hurricano, becaufe of the boifterous winds and hurricanes which 
often blow in this country : or from Erick or Orkenwald, or fome other Pidith prince 
famous there at its firft plantation. Which derivations, fome of them at leaft cannot 
but appear far-fetcht to the thinking reader : and indeed many in giving the reafons o£ 
names, do rather pleafe their own curiofity than render a true account of their original j 
feeing the reafons generally of the ancient names of countries are buried in oblivion,, 
through the want of writers, and negleft of the firft inhabitants, efpecially in thefe parts 
of the world, wherein learning more flowly advanced. 

The firft planters, and poffeflnrs of the country feem to have been the Pids, there being 
feveral old houfes, both here and in Zetland, which to this day are called Piets or 
Pight Houfes, and the Firth between Orkney and Caithnefs is (till called Pight-land 
Firth ; whereupon fome of our hiftorians, as Boethius, writing of the Ifles of Orkney, 
doth obferve, defign Orkney the molt ancient kingdom of the Pitts ; Orcbades infulas , 
antiquiffimum Piflortim regnum a qmbufdam nojlrarum rcrum feriptoribus ‘vocitatiE. And 
we find mention made oi the Kings of Orkney, as Buchanan tells us of one Beius who 
having invaded Scotland was defeated and put to flight by F.wen II. King of Scots, kill¬ 
ing molt of his army, upon which B lus being much difeeuraged and broken in fpirit, 
dei’pairing of life, put hand in himfelf; and became his own executioner. Boe¬ 
thius calls him Balus ; B.dus autem Orcbadum rex frabfus ammo, defperaid fa lute, ne in 
hoStium potejlatemvenirct , manumfibi mtufit. And in the church of Birla at the Weft end 
of the mainland in Orkney, there is a long ftnne yet (landing erett, with the name Belus 
inferibed thereon in ancient characters ; probably this was the place of his interment. 
Alfo the minifter of Sarulwick’s Manfe is laid tv* have been the refidenceofone of the 
kings of Pitts, and therefore to this day is called Konnifgar, or the King’s Houfe ; and 
that part of the manfe, which they fay fei ved for the palace of a king is fo little, though 
now kept in fome repair, that it could not accommodate a family of an ordinary rank ; 
the figure thereof and contrivance of its two rooms or chambers one above and an¬ 
other below, of narrow di menu oils, are antique, and the building hath been but coarfe. 
Boethius likewife tells of another King called Banus, whom Claudius Car far having fub- 
dued anno Cbrijio 43, he carried him with his wife and cnildren captive to Rome, and 
were led by him in triumph : Buchanan queltions the truth of this hiftory, lacitus af¬ 
firming that part of Britain then to liav^j been altogether unknown to the Romans, nec 
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ietnere *cmen crediderim quod nojlrt fradunt fcriptores &c, quod Tacitus affirmet ante Julli 
Agrkohz advent um^ earn Britannia partem Romanis omnino incog nit am fuiffe* But if Boe¬ 
thius his relation be true, the vanquifhing of Orkney hath been reputed fomething o n- 
fiderabfe, feeing not to every conqueror was allowed by the Roman Senate, the g'ory of 
a triumph* 

It is alfo pt^obable the government of thefe ifles continued with the Piftifh Prince till 
the days of Kenneth IL King of Scots, a warlike prince, who having prevailed with his 
nobles contrary to rheir own inclination, by a notable piece of craft, to engage in a war 
againft thePids, with an undaunted valour and courage routed the Pidifh army and 
waited their country with fire and fword, purfuing them to the Orkney Ifles, which he 
then annexed to the crown of Scotland, reigning from Orkney to Adrian's Wall Anno 
Donu 854. Thence Orkney continued in the pofleMon of the Scots til] the days of 
Donald Bane, about the year icgg, who, that he might fecure the kingdom to himfelf, 
promifed the ifles to Magnus King of Norway, if he would aflifl him with a neeeffary 
force; which offer Magnus accepting, the Norwegians became matters of the ifles, till Alex¬ 
ander Ilf* about the year 1263, recovered them by expelling the Norwegians; which 
ever fince were pofleffed and difpofed of by our kings. To be brief, at length William 
Douglas Earl of Mortoun got a wadfet of Orkney and Zetland from King Charles 1 , 
which wadfet with all the rights, contracts, infeitments, &c , thereunto appertaining, 
was reduced by a decreet of the Lords of Seffion, obtained at theinftance of his Majefty's 
Advocate againft William Doughifs alfo Earl or Mortoun, grand-child to the aforefaid 
Earl, February 1669, which decreet was ratified and confirmed by a£t of parliament the 
December fallowing, erecting the Earldom of Orkney and Lordfliip of Zetland into a 
ftewartry to be called in all time coming the Stewarty of Orkney and Zetland- The rea- 
fon commonly given, why the Earl of Mortoun loft the wadfet, was becaufefome chefts 
of gold were feifed by the Earls Deputs in Zetland, got out of a rich fbip, called the 
Carmelan of Amfterdatn, call away there anno 1664 ; none of this gold coming to the 
King’s treafury, though feme of it, as was alledged, came to the Earl’s hands. 

From our hiilory we may know, that Orkney and Zetland have been reckoned fo 
great and confiderable a part of His Majefty's ancient kingdom, that for divers ages 
rhey occafiuned much expence of blood and treafure, for the maintaining thereof againft ■ 
the invafion of foreigners, and recovering the fame out of their hands by arms and trea*- 
ties, The title like wife of theft? ifles hath ft ill been reputed honourable, hence it hath 
pleafed our prefent; King to confer this title of Earl of Orkney upon Lord George Ha¬ 
milton, brother to his grace the Duke of Hamilton, for good fervices done by him to 
HisMajetty’s perfon and government. 

I proceed to confider the prefent ftate of the country. The people here are perfon- 
able and comely, and many of them, as I obferved, are of a ruddy complexion, which 
may be by reafon of the fea air and their frequent fifli diet, fuch a colour and counte¬ 
nance, as our mariners ufe to have and retain for fome days after they are come from 
fea; they are generally hofpitable and civil, giving kind and humane entertainment £□ 
ft rangers, which we found to our experience. Both men and women are fjfhionable 
in their cloatbs, no men here ufe plaids, as they do in our Highlands: in the North 
Ifles of Sanda Wettra, &c. Many of the country people wear a piece of a fkin, as of a 
feal, commonly called a felch, calf or the like, for (hoes, which they fatten to their feet 
with (lungs or thongs of leather. Their houies are in good order, and well furnilhed 
according to their qualities. 

They generally fpeak Englifli, neither do I think they have fo much of the northern 
accent, asm many places of the north of Scotland, yet feveral of the Ifles have fome 

words 
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words and phrafcs peculiar to themfelves. There are alfb fome who fpeak Norfe efpeci- 
ally in the mainland, as in the parifli of Hara there are a few yet living, who can fpeak 
zio other thing, this language not being quite extintt among them, Cnee the Norwegians 
whole language it is, had this country in pohellion. And though Gaithnefs be near to 
Orkney, yet none in Orkney can fpeak Irifli, though the greateft part in Caithnefscan ; 
■nor can any in Gaithnefs fpeak Norfe, though fome in Orkney yet can do it. 

The air, as it is piercing and cold, fo it is free and healthy ; hence many arrive at a 
good old age: one in Evie brought forth a child in the fixty third, year of her age, as 
the mini Her who had enquired thereunto declared: a man in the parilh of Holm, who 
died not many years fmee, lived with his wife in a conjugal Rate above eighty years, as 
the prefent minified of the place informed me: a gentleman in Stronfa, who died about 
two vears fmee, was begotten of his father when one hundred years old, this was atteft- 
ed by the minifters who knew the truth thereof, one William Muir in Weftra lived one 
hundred and forty years, and died about fixteeri years ago, by a decay of nature’s heat 
and vigour, incident to fuch an infirm decrepit age, without any ordinary ficknefs, as a 
gentleman in thefe bounds, well acquainted with him, told me. The difeafe they are 
moft obnoxious unto is the feurvy, occafioned, as is judged, by the fea air, fifhes, fait- 
meats, &c. It is obferved likewife that it is colder in the funimer time than it 
is with us in the fouth, but warmer in the winter, the fnow not ufing to lay long ; for 
(befide other things that might be faid on this head, which alfo refpeft other countries) 
in the fummer cold breezes come off the fea, which tempers the heat; and in the win¬ 
ter feafon the fame breezes may qualify the extreme cold anil (foil, which ufeth to be 
greateft, when the air is moft quiefeent, and lead dillurbed with winds j the great mo¬ 
tion alfo of the rapid tides may contribute not a little thereunto. 

Their ordinary grain are oats and barley, and though other grains fhould be fown, 
the produffovould not be great if any at all, they not taking with fuch a weak and cold 
foil, and the many brinifh blafts thefe ifles lay expofed unto. As for wheat bread it is 
rare and fcarce to be had, if not at Kirkwall and fome gentlemen’s houfes, who bring 
the flour from Murray, or the fouth of Scotland. As for their oats and barley, the 
grain is lefs and blacker than it is with us: yea though they fhould bring good and lair 
feed from other countries, within a few years it would degenerate and become like 
their own ; which is the reafon why their meal and bread are of fuch a black colour. 
Yet in fome places the meal is whiter, and faid to be better than in others. Their not 
being fo diligent in winnowing their corns, not having fuch good mills for grinding as 
we have may be partly the caufe thereof. In lome place alfo they ufe not to fliear their 
corn, but pluck it up by the roots, as we do the lint, becaufe of the fcarcity of fodder to 
to their beafts, which corns, if not taken pains upon, will abound with land and duft. 
Neverthelefs, for aught I hear or know', their bread and ale are wholefome, and the na¬ 
tives take well with them. I thought nrft when we landed in Orkney, their oat bread 
and flefhes alfo had fome fifh-tafte, but when we had tarried fome days there, we were not 
fo fen Able of it. 

Their arable ground is better and more fertile than at firft to ftrangers appeareth, 
whence I heard fome gentlemen declare, it was wonderful to think how great the pro- 
duff of thefe ifles is confidering the many barren mountains and much wafte ground 
that'ore in them. They dung their land for the moft part with fea-ware, which having 
gathered they fuffer to rot, either on the coafts, or by carrying it up to the land upon 
horfes or ori their backs; they lay it in heaps, till the time of labouring approach; 
which is the reafon, why the lkirts of the ifles are more ordinarily cultivated, and do 
more abound with corns, than places at a greater diftance from the fea, where they have 

not 


ZETLAND, FIGHTLAND-FTRTH, AND CAITHNESS* 


743 

ot fuch goodiftg at hand, Their ploughs are little and light, having only one (lilt, 
and but little iron in them ; hence when at the end of the ridge, he who holds it lifts it 
up and carries it to the other fide of the ridge, and if he pieafe may carry it home on 
his (houlders: the reafon they give of this is, that although feme of their ground be 
ftrong, yet their beads are weak and unable to go through with a plough of any con- 
fiderable weight. * 

Their horfes, kine, flieep, Iambs, &c, are of a letter fuse than with us, and are to be 
bought at an eafier rate, for a good cow ■which will be had for five pounds Scots, or 
four pounds, fixteen {hillings, at which price they are obliged to fell her at Kirkwall 
about Martinmafs. A good wedder for twenty (hillings Scots. A hen for two (hillings or 
two (hillings and fix-pence, &c. The (beep here are generally wild, therefore when they 
would have them taken, they ordinarily do it by docs trained for the purpofe, the owner 
of the flieep giving to the matter of the dog two findings Scots for each one that is taken, 
and if they be not fo wild but one (billing. Some hufbandmen told us, they would ra¬ 
ther labour their land over again than take their fiieep when they would have them 
walked and (horn; I faw a young man come from the hills wet and weary, having a 
long time purfued one to kill for our ufe. Their kine are of divers colours, fome white, 
others of a pied, fome red, others red and white, See. So that I think, there are as many of 
thefe colours as are of a black. They have no rivers, no place of the land, being above 
two or three miles diftant from the fea, therefore they draw water out of wells for their 
cattle, or drive them to lochs or lakes, fome whereof they have, or to fome fmalL 
brooks which run from thefe lochs : which lochs likewife caufe their mills to go. 

They have abundance of cattle in many places, whereby is afforded them plenty of 
milk, which yieldeth much butter, fome whereof is very good, yellow and fweet, but 
that which is called Orkney butter at Edinburgh, is only their farm-butter, which they 
aVc obliged to pay to the taxmen or mailers, whereof a quantity according to compact 
and agreement being gathered, they are at little or no trouble to make and keep it 
clean. Their fheep alfo are very fruitful, many of them having two, and fome three at 
a birth, which as Mr. Wallace lately, fo Boethius of old did obferve, oves iliic pene omnez 
gemlnos , immo frige mi nos pkr&que partus echini* 

Ffihes of divers forts are taken in great plenty, yet not fo numerous as formerly,, for 
now before they catch their great fifhes as keeling, ling, l!*?y mutt put far out into 
the fea with their little boats, and thereby undergo great danger, which in former times 
they ufed to get nearer the coafts : however fuch a number is taken, that, befide what 
for their own fupply, many are fent abroad to other countries for fale. Particularly 
there are grey fifhes, called filluks, fcarce half fo big as a herring generally, which fwim 
and are taken in great numbers upon the coafts, fo that fometimes they loon fell one 
thoufand of them for fix or (even (hillings Scots. This ffih is pleafantto the tafte, and 
alfo they fay very wholefome, which feems to be confirmed by this, that in the late years 
of great fcarcity, the poorer people lived upon them, almoft as their food, they often not 
enjoying a crumb of bread for many weeks. So our good God, on the (hutting of one 
door, opened another in his holy and wife providence for the relief of the poor. 

Herrings do fwim here in abundance, which formerly occafioned feveral (hips fre¬ 
quenting thefe files, but (incc the battle of Kilfyth, they fay that trade hath failed, many 
of the Enfter men, who were ordinary (fibers upon thefe coafts, being killed there* 
When I was in-Papa Weftra, they pointed out to me a holm upon the eaft fide of the 
file, where I faw the ruins of fome huts or little houfes, whereunto thefe Enfter men 
fometimes reforted, during the herring-filhing, A gentleman living in this ifle told me, 
that the former year, 1699, there was a great quantity of herring (perm or fpawn driven 
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upon the fhore, and lay there for fometime in heaps: which evidenceth that herrings ill 
their feafon are yet on thefe coafts : though means be not ufed to take them, 

Befide the many other excellent fifhes, as keeling, ling, fcate, turbot, and fometimes 
they fay fturgeon &c., there are alfo many fliell fifties taken; as lobfters fold for an half¬ 
penny or four pence Scots; oyfters, much bigger than with us, for four {hillings Scots 
per hundred ; partens and inufTels: and cockles in fo great plenty, that they make 
much good lime of their lhells, befide which they have no other lime in Orkney, fave 
what they bring from the fouth. 

They have plenty both of land and fea fowls: as eagles, hawks, ember-goofe, claik- 
goofe, dunter-goofe, folen-goofe, fwans, lyres, fcarfFs, kettiwaiks, plover, muir-fowl, 
duck and drake, &c. The king’s falconer ufeth to go every year to the ifles, taking 
the young hawks and falcons to breed, and every houl'e in the country is obliged to give 
him a hen or a dog, except fuch as are exempted. The eagles do much hurt to the 
young flore, falling down upon their lambs and hens, and taking them away with them 
to their nefts, killing and pulling out the eyes and hearts of their Iheep; hence there is 
an a£t Handing in the fteward's books, that whoever fhall kill an eagle, lhall have a hen 
out of every houfe of the parilh, where he is killed; yet not with flan ding of this en¬ 
couragement, I hear but of few killed, they fleeing high, and difpatching their prey fo 
quickly: I faw a young one in the palace of Birfa, almoft twice the bignefs of a goofe, 
though not a month old, it is a ravenous fowl, and would have run upon us if we had 
not kept it off with our ftaves; as to its colour, it is for the moll part black, and fome- 
thing of a yellow or golden colour about the head and in fome parts of the wings. It 
is to be obferved of the eagle, that he doth more deftru&ion in places at fome diftaace 
from hisneft than in thefe that are nearer it. Eagles, hawks, and fuch like fowls have 
their nefls ordinarily on fome high ragged rock, wafhed by the fea beneath, fome of 
which we faw as vve had occafion to fail by them. 

The ember goofe though not altogether fo big as our land goofe, yet it ufeth to 
weigh a ftone weight. It hath fliort wings, not able to bear up the body for fleeing, 
hence it is never feen to fly, neither fit on any rock in the fea, as other fowls do, but 
hath its neft, wherein it hatcheth its eggs, one or two at once, under the water, at the 
foot of a rock, as they informed me hath been found. It is of a darkilhgrey colour, 
and white about the n?ck, of broad feet like our land goofe, and a long beck and 
though ever in the water, yet hath not, I think, fuch a ftrong fifh tafte, as the folen 
goofe. It is more difficult to get them ffiot than other fea fowls, they being very quick- 
lighted, and on the firfl; apprehenfion of danger get beneath the water: yea by reafon of 
their many feathers, they will receive a fliot on their bread, and it not penetrate: where¬ 
fore who would be at them, defign for their heads, or to {hoot them againft the feathers. 
The lyre is a rare and delicious fea-fowl, fo very fat, that you would take it to be 
wholly fat; it is fomewhat lefs than a duck. 

The fea fowls are fo numerous, that a gentleman in Weftra told his minifter, that 
fome years ago, he for his own part killed fo many, as afforded him fifty, fixty, and 
fome years one hundred ftone weight of feathers, (whereby accrues to the owners more 
gain than by the flefti of the fowls) though far fome feafons pall he had taken but few ; 
lor it is obferved, that thefe fowls follow the final! fillies, which are their ordinary food, 
hence the more fifties, the more fowls, and when the fifties forfakc this and the other place, 
the fowls likewife do fo within a fliort time, Becaufe of this abundance of fowls, therefore 
it is, that the gentlemen and fome others have the rocks in feveral places divided among 
them, as they have their land. Which fowls they either kill by finall (hot out of boats 
at the foot of the frequented rocks, or elfe men are let down by ropes from the top of 
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the rocks, who fearch for the nefts, taking the eggs and what fowls they can appre¬ 
hend. Many kinds of the fea* fowls are of a pied colour, fome of which are not to be 
found with us in the foutff 

There are here no partridges, but plenty of mufffovvls, hence in fome files they 
will take twenty, thirty, or forty pair in one day, the hills covered with heather, being by 
nature fitted for their living and accommodation. Conies alio do abound in moffe of the 
ifies, but no hares are to be feen ; lb that if any be brought inEO the country, as they 
fay hath been tried, they will not live and propagate as in other places, I hear of few, 
if any, venomous creatures in thefe Hies, as Boethius of old did obferve: Serpentes met 
aliud animal vmenofttm nullum Ad quod de Hibernia qmque mmm eft. No bees either are 
here, there being no provifion proper for .them, bdide they would not take well with 
this cold climate. 

Mo trees there are in this country, nor buffies, fave a few in the bilhap’s garden at 
Kirkwa!, which are efteeined as a rarity, for when planted and taken care of, they 
fometimes grow up the height of their garden wall, but afterwards they gradually go 
back and decay. This feverai gentlemen very defirous of having trees to grow declared, 
which then muft be imputed to the nature of the foil, and fharpnefs of the fea air, and 
not to the floth of the inhabitants, as our hiftorian affects: Nulla ufquam arbor ac m 
frut ex quidm pr&ier ericam, nee id tarn cmli aid foil vitio quam in c alarum ignavtd 7 quod 
facile ojlenditur ex arbor um radicibus? qu& pluribm in loots cruuntur . for though indeed 
it be true that roots, and fometimes bodies of trees, are found in modes, yet this is rare, 
and only to be had in fome places; whereas gentlemen fay, they bring in exotic or 
foreign plants, they few feed for nurferies, which ufethto arrive at feme greater growth 
than what is planted, yet after all their pains and expellee in ufmg fuch proper means, 
fo conducive for obtaining their end, no perfection or bearing of fruit can be attained : 
and that trees, which yet are but final!, and look dry and withered, do grow in the bi- 
fhop’s garden, may be becaufe of its indofure, having the church on one fide, the town 
of Kirkwal on the other, and the bifhop’s houfeon a third ; which kind of fences may 
keep off the cold breezes that come from the fea, and deftroy the growth of trees in other 
places. 

Though there are no trees, and fu no fruits for the table, yet there is no lack of good 
roots for the kitchen, as cabbage, carrots, parfnips, turnips, crummucks, artichokes, 
&e. ; all which ufeth to be bigger here than with us ordinarily, especially their arti¬ 
chokes excel ; hence fome gentlemen do barrel and fend them out of the country for 
a prefent to their friends: befides thefe, they have likewife variety of herbs in the field, 
very beneficial to fuch as underhand their virtue and ufe. 

Peats and turf are the ordinary fuel they ufe, which they have very good and in great 
plenty through the country, except in fome places, which do not lb abound therewith, 
as in Sanda they are obliged to bring peats from the adjacent files, they not having in 
their own file to fuffice them ; and the ufual manner of agreement with the proprietor 
of the mofs is for fo much a day for fo many peats as a man can call: and in fuch 
places where there is fcarcity of fuel, the poorer fort make ufe of dried kine’s dung, or 
tangles, which in lummer’s heat they prepare for the winter’s cold* They have a few 
faff pans in fome places, where plenty of peats, which are veiy ufeful to the country : 
at fome times much timber, the wrecks of Ihips call away at fea, or broken on their 
jfles, is driven afliorc, which the inhabitants feizing keep for burnwood, and if good 
and frefh (as fometimes fliips from Norway fuffer fliip wreck upon or nigh to thefe ifles)* 
they make other ufes of it: I faw feverai chimney-pieces thereof. The more ignorant 
people conftrudt this as a favourable providence to them, therefore they cal! thefe wreck* 
vo l. in. 5 c God^ 
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God’s fend, though not fo favourable to the poor mariners and others who fuffer 
thereby. 

Although the fea feemeth to favour them, by bringing fuch timber, and fometimes 
calks and hoglheads of wine, brandy. Sec. to their doors, yet this turbulent fwelling fea, 
and ftrong current of a tide pays them home fore, for frequently thereby their fmall 
paffage or filher-boats are call away, lometimes all in them perifliing, at other times 
ibme faved with difficulty. And at all times it is highly dangerous for any not experi¬ 
enced with thefe feas to pafs through between the idles, though with fmall boats, becaufe 
of the many blind rocks lying there, upon which fometimes the inhabitants themfelves 
do fplit, what through fome miftake, inadvertency, darknefsof the night, orotherwife. 

The minifters inform us they are often in great danger in going to their churches 
from ifle to iile, vifiting their parilhes, going to the prefbytery, &c. Sometimes pale 
death, with its grim countenance, prefenring itfelf, and daring them in the face, as one 
drawn out by the hair of the head; another efcaping on the keel of the overwhelmed 
boat; fometimes they are arrefted by a dorm in the ifles, and kept from their own fa¬ 
milies for fome weeks, even when the paffage will be lcarce a mile or half a mile over. 
They tell us, in the ifle of Weftra, there was a marriage not long fince, where about an 
hundred perfons were convened from other ifles, and were detained lor fix or feven 
weeks together, fo that the many of them daily faw their own houfes,yet they durlt not 
adventure to pafs over, till the failing wind and fea took off their confinement. 

In every ifle there is a Wart or Ward-hill, the highefl hill in the ifle, on the top 
whereof they ufed to kindle a fire when they faw an enemy approaching, or difeerned 
any danger, that fo they might alarm the neighbourhood, that the difperfed inhabitants 
of the country having thereby notice given them might convene for their fuccour, or be. 
upon their own defence, which beacons on the tops of mountains the feripture makes 
mention of, as Ifa. xxx. ly. And a late learned author afferteth, “ That great flame 
with fmoke riling up out of the city, which was appointed as a fign between the men 
of Ifrael and the lyers in wait, Judg. xx. 38,40, feeins to be meant by this.” 

There are feveral gentlemen in Orkney who have confiderable ellates, but the King 
is the great proprietor, having about the one half of the rents of the whole country j 
which rents are let out to tax-men for lb much fer annum, as is agreed upon at the 
public roup, who by their deputes gather in the revenues of the crown, and being the 
Ring’s ftewards, they are the principal judges of the country. The rents when collect 
ted, whether paid in money, meal, oats, barley, or butter, are ordinarily lent fouth, 
which caufeth a great grudge among the people, lome of them thereby being redacted 
to great llraits, not getting meal, barley, or the like fometimes to buy, as in the late 
dearth, though then the product of thefe ifles, comparatively, were beyond that of many 
other places in the kingdom. The hilltop’s rents amounting to eight or nine thouland 
merks per annum,,ai\d lo more confiderable than the rents of feveral oilier biihopricks 
in the kingdom, now fmee the abolition of prelacy coming in to the King’s treafury, 
and at his difpofal, are alfo fent fouth, and not confnmed within the ifles, as they ufed 
formerly to be, when the bifhops refided here, at which the people are likewife diffa- 
tisfied, and thereby, as fome better acquainted with their humours and inclinations do 
inform me, the prefbyterian government is made the lefs acceptable to many of them. 

The people greatly cry out of the oppreflion they groan under, by reafon of the fre¬ 
quent change of flew ards their mailers, who being tax-men, and fo only to continue for 
fuch a definite time, each endeavours to gather in his rents, and that as foon as may be, 
which many of the poor people cannot get fo quickly given, whereupon feveral of them 
are put to doors, and ail taken from them, which hath occafioned much of the King’s 

land 
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land now to be lying wafte and lee ; whereas if they always had one mailer, their cir- 
cwnftances might be much better, for fometimes it fo falleth oat that the huibandmnn 
will gain as much in one year as will compenfate the lofs of another, the mailer likewife 
would be more encouraging to them, and concerned in their welfare, and they having 
leafes fet them* would more endeavour the improving of their ground, which now they 
do not, they not knowing but the next year they may have a new mafler, whole little 
finger may be thicker than his predeceffor’s loins. Yet let not my reader judge that I 
hereby intend the impeachment of any particular per Ion or per Ions who have been tax- 
men there, or now are; but my defign is to fliew that this is the common complaint of 
the country both in Orkney and'Zetland. 

The gentlemen tell us they have another kind of holding here than is in other places, 
and the bed right they have to their lands is that which they call Udall right; a poffef- 
fion which the natives fucceflively have without either charter or feifin, all their lands 
being either fuch Udall lands, or King's lands, or fewed lands. This Udall right is faid 
to be called from one Ulaus King of Norway, who when he pofTefled the country gave 
to the inhabitants a right to fo much land, he always retaining to himfelf the third part, 
and enjoying the increafe thereof. 

Their meafure is not the fame with ours, they not ufmg peck and firlot, but in Head 
thereof weigh their corns on pifmires or pundlers. The leaft quantity is called a merk, 
which is eighteen ounces; twenty-four rnerks make a leifpound or fetten, which with 
the Danes is that which we call a ftone; fix fettens a meil, which is their boll; and 
eighteen metis make a chalder. Neither do they ufe pocks or facks as we do; but car¬ 
ry and keep their corns and meal in a fort of veflel made of ftraw, bound about with 
ropes of the fame, called Caffies. 

Chap. III.— Wherein ihe feveral IJJes and Parijlxs belonging to Orkney are enumerated , 

and briefly defcr'tbed, 

HAVING given fome description of Orkney in general, I fhall now give feme more 
particular account of the feveral ifles thereunto belonging, which are divided into fuch 
as are inhabited, and fo are more commonly called ifles; and fuch as are not inhabited, 
which they call Holms, only ufed for pallurage. The ifles are faid to be twenty-fix in 
number, viz. Pomona, or the Mainland, being ranch larger than any of the reft. Gram- 
fey, Hoy, Swinna, South-Ronaldfha, Burra, Lambhohn, Flotta, Faira, Cava, Copinflia, 
Shapinflia, Damfay, Inhallo, Gairfa, Roufa, Eaglelha, Stronfa, Papa-Stronfa, Eda, 
North-Faira, Weftra, Papa-We lira, Wyre, Sanda, and North-Ronaldlha. To which 
may be added Pightland Skerries, it being fometimes inhabited in the fuinmer-time, and 
Waes which in a high ftream is divided from Hoy, whereunto it is joined by a low and 
narrow neck of land ; as alfo the Calf of Eda, it having a fait pan in it. It may be 
obferved that moll of the names of thefe ifles end in a or ey, which in the Teutonick 
tongue fignifieth water, to ftiew that thefe ifles are pieces of land lurrounded with water. 

The firft is Pomona or the Mainland, faid to be twenty-four miles in length from eaft 
to wed, and in fome places fix or eight miles broad ; nigh to the middle whereof is the 
town of Kirkwal, about three quarters of a mile in length from fouth to north, the only 
remarkable town in all this country, and befide which there is no other royal burgh in 
Orkney or Zetland. The Danes, who had the Orcades long in poffeflion, called it 
Cracoviaca, which name Buchanan takes to be the fame with Kirkwal, but corrupted: 
Quod Dani Cracowacam appellabant , nunc nomine corrupts Kircua Scctis dicitnr. It ftandl 
*th upon the north fide of the ifle, in a low and moift ground; hence a minifter in this 
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country told me that in feveral places of their large church, where the more refpe&ed 
burghers ordinarily bury their dead, they can fcarce dig two feet of earth but water 
will arife ; fo that he hath feen when they interred the corpfe, they behoved to prefs 
them down in the water till the mold or earth was call upon them. It is now much 
decayed as to trade and number of inhabitants, as many ancient burghs in this kingdom 
are. In it hath been two {lately edifices, the King’s and the bifhop’s palace : the former 
is now very ruinous, being the undented of the two, built, as is thought, by fome of the 
bifliops of Orkney, it having the veftige of a bifhop’s mitre and arms engraven upon 
the wall that looks to the ftreet, and in which, it is faid, the bifhops of old had their 
refidence; the other, called the bifhop’s palace, wherein the bifhops lately lived, was 
built by Patrick Stewart Earl of Orkney, anno 1606, fon to Robert Stewart, natural fon 
to King James V. This palace is alfo going to ruin, though with fome expence it could 
be kept in good repair. 

The church is a very noble and large ftrufture, having in it fourteen or fifteen ftrong 
pillars on each fide $ the fleeple Handing on four bigger and higher pillars in the middle 
of the church, wherein there are feveral old and good bells. In the eafter part only of 
this great church is divine fervice performed, which is furnifhed with good feats for 
accommodating the inhabitants, and other conveniencies proper for that end. It is 
commonly called St. Magnus Church, being built, or at lead, as fome fay, the founda¬ 
tion laid by Magnus King of Norway, whom they report to have been buried here ; 
though others fay he was buried in Eaglefha, an ifle to the north of Kirkwal. There 
are many of this name of Magnus in this country. 

At Kirkwal there is a fafe road ; but fliips coming from the fouth cannot get fo eafily 
into it, by reafon that the fame wind which brings them to Orkney, often will not fuffer 
them to turn up to Kirkwal, they being obliged to encompafs a point of land ftretching 
to the north-eaft before they can make the road, fo that frequently they lie at Elwick 
or Deer-Sound, two anchoring places to the eaftor north-eaft of Kirkwal, until that the 
wind fliall favour them. 

On the Mainland good corns do grow in feveral places, though likewife there be much 
mooiilh ground ; but the pleafantefl part of the iffe I take to be the weft end thereof, 
about Eirla, Hara, Sand wick, and Stromnefs, where there are feveral fpots well fur¬ 
nifhed with grafs and corn. In the parifh of Birfa is the King’s boufe, fituated on a 
plain champaign ground on the weft end of the Mainland, nigh to the fea or Deucale- 
donian ocean, which formerly when in order hath had feveral pleafant and diverting 
avenues about it. At a large quarter of a mile’s di(lance to the fouth we faw the plea- 
fanteft mixture of gowans, fo commonly called, or daifies white and yellow on every fide 
of the way growing very thick, and covering a confiderable piece of the ground, that 
ever we had occafion to fee. The palace was built in form of a court by Robert Stewart 
Earl of Orkney, about the year 1574; it is two ftories high, the upper hath been 
prettily decorated, the ceiling being all painted, and that for the mold part with fchetns 
holding forth feripture hi ftories, as Noah’s flood, Chrift’s riding to Jerufalem, &c. j and 
the feripture is fet down befide the figure: it was inhabited within thefe twenty years, 
but is now fall decaying. When we entered the palace gate, we faw above it that in- 
feription fo much talked of, and reputed treafonable by King James VI. : Robertas 
Steuartus filius Jacobi Vti. Rex Scotorum hoc cediftcium injlntxit ; which infeription could 
not but offend the lawful heir of the crown, for it cannot well be thought that the Earl 
and all about him were fuch blunderers in the Latin tongue as to put down Rex inftead 
of Regis, if there had been no deftgn in it. Within the palace we faw alfo the motto 
above his arms : Sic fuit, eft, el erit , which was a piece of too great arrogancy for any 
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man to aflame that unto himfelf which properly belongs to the Son of God, whole wife 
judgment is not unworthy of our remark, that now only it can be faidof his houfe and 
family, now extin6t,7?c /nit; which that great King Nebuchadnezar knew to his expe¬ 
rience, “ That thefe who walk in pride God is able to abafe.” 

Among other pleafant places in this weft end of the Mainland we may take notice of 
Kirfal-Hill, a little to the eaft of the houfe of Brachnefs, in the pariftt of Sandwich', 
which is very large on the top, and plain almoft like a bowling-green, lo that nine or 
ten thoufand men could eafdy be drawn up in order thereupon; it is all over very green, 
without any heath or fuch like growing there, neither are there any rifing hillocks on 
it that we could dilcern, as ordinarily are to be feen on other hills ; and becaufe of its 
being fo very pleafant, the inhabitants about call it Chearful-Hill. Within a few miles 
alio of the weft end of the Mainland is the Loch of Stennis, the largeft in Orkney, 
whereon are forae mills; fame trouts and falmon gilfes are found in it and the brooks 
that run from it. 

Befide Kirkwal-road, there are feveral other harbours or bays on the Mainland, 
wherein fhips can fafely lie; as one at Kerfton, a finall village at the weft end of the 
Mainland, much frequented by fhips going to the weft of Scotland or Ireland, or com¬ 
ing therefrom ; another is at Holm's Sound, towards the fouth-eaft fide of the ifle, to 
which forme times barks do refort from the fouth ; feveral fhips alfo going through Land 
from the fouth to the weft feadfop anchor here; and when they pafs they mult fail be¬ 
tween Lanibholm,a little ifle in the found, and the Mainland; for the way on the other 
fide between Lambholm and Burra, though it feem more open, yet it is, they fay, (hal¬ 
low and dangerous. But none I think will dare to fail through thefe ifles without feme 
meafure both of fkill and experience, elfe it will be to tile hazard of their lives, and the 
lofs of fhip and cargo, there being feveral turnings, blind-rocks, and (hallows; where¬ 
fore many do judge it the fafeft courfe to keep the wide fea, and fo fail without the ifles, 
efpecially if the weather be not well fet and promifing. Another convenient road is at 
Deer-Sound, to the eaft'of the Mainland, where a great bay commodious for navies to 
ride in. Some other harbours and bays alfo there are upon the Mainland ; but thefe 
are the moft remarkable. 

Nigh to the point of Deer-Nefs fome years ago was eaft away a fliip tranfporting forne 
prifoners to America, who were for the moft part weft-countrymen, apprehended, itn- 
prifoned, and then banifhed for adhering to prefbyterian principles: there were, as is 
faid, above an hundred who perifhed, being kept under the deck, and tied together by 
pairs, whereas if they had beemat liberty, the greateft part, if not all, might have been 
faved, as a few were, then upon deck with the mariners. The country people here did, 
and do think, that the captain of the fliip willingly fullered her to drive upon this point, 
and the men there to perifh; and if fo, it is probable that others, though not aboard, 
have been concerned in this mifehievous ddign, as the authors and abettors thereof. 

In the Mainland are feven pariflies, but thirteen kirks; for many in S nifte rs in Orkney 
have two and fome three kirks, wherein they ordinarily preach by turns: the firft is 
Deernefs and St. Andrew’s, at the eaft end of the ifle, where two kirks, one at Deernefs, 
and another at St. Andrew's, wherein their minifter preacheth by turns ; here live the 
lairds of New-work and Tankernefs. Under thiammifter’s infpeftion alfo is Copinfha, 
a little ifle to the eaft of the Main, wherein a few families, fome com land and paltu- 
rage : it at a little diftance appears to be as an high rock confpicuous to feanien ; but 
it declineth and lieth low towards the weft. To the north-eaft of it lielh a Holm, called 
the Horfe of Copinfha. 

ft he next par.fh is Holm, alfo on the eaft of the Main, to the weft of Deernefs and 
St. Andrew’s, wherein is but one kirk ; m this parifh livelh the laird of Graham’s-Hall. 
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To-their minifter’s charge belongerb Lambholm, a little ifle to the fouth of the Main f 
wherein a family or two- North*well from Holm the parifh and town of Kirkwai lieth, 
where one church, but they fhould have two minifters : a part of their charge is called 
the parifh of St* Ola- To the weft of Kirkwai is Orphir, where is but one kirk* To 
the north-weft of Kirkwai Heth Firch and S tennis, having two kirks, wherein their mi- 
nifter preachethyter vices, or by turns : to this parifh belongs Damfey, a little ifle. To 
the north of Firth and S tennis is Evie and Rendat, having two kirks, wherein their ini- 
nifler preached) per vices . To this parifh belpngeth Gairfey, a little pleafant ifle, wherein 
liveth Sir William Craig, of Gairfey, 

To the weft of Evie and Ren dal is Hara and Birfa, where are two kirks, in which the 
ininifler preacheth per vices ; the King’s houfe is in Birfa as abovefaid- Next to Birfa, 
to the fotith-weft:, is Sandwich and Stromnefs, wherein are two kirks, which their mi* 
nifter goeth to per vices. To Stromnefs belonged) Kerflon, where thebeft harbour in 
Orkney, and by reafon it is daily increafing as to houfes and number of inhabitants, 
(who are encouraged to dwell here upon the account of the many fiiips that do frequent 
this port, and often tarry for feme time) * the minifter and gentlemen concur in fup- 
plicating judicatories competent, that Kerflon with fomeof the country adjacent may be 
erected into a parifh by itfelf, that fo the inhabitants of the place, and ft rangers reforting 
thereunto, may be ferved with preaching and other parts of the paftoral work; their 
prefent church at Stromnefs being four miles diftant from them, wherein alfo they can 
have ferinon but every other Sabbath. In Sandwich lives the laird of Brachnefs, 

To the fouth of Stromnefs and Sandwich lieth Hoy and Waes, which ordinarily make 
but one ifle, though fometimes by a high ft ream overflowing the low and narrow paf* 
fage whereby they are joined to one another, they are divided into two : the ifle is about 
ten or twelve miles long from weft to eafl* Waes, at the eaft end of the ifle, is better 
inhabited than Hoy, at the weft end thereof, it lying lower, and fo fitter for pafturage 
and labouring; whereas Hoy is more mountainous, only having fome houfes on the 
fkirts of the hill?* by the coafts, and fome corn land about their houfes* The hill of 
Hoy is the highefi in Orkney, whence we have a fair profpett of all the circumjacent 
ifles, as alfo of Caithnefa, Stranaver, Sutherland, Sec. on the fouth fide of Pjghtland* 
Firth, yet though it be fo high, it cannot hold true what fome do afiert, that from this 
hill is to be feen the fun all the night over in the month of June, when he is about the 
tropic of Cancer, for feeing the fun is for feveral hours feen above the horizon the 
fiiorteft day of winter, he muft neceflarily be fo far depreffed the fhorteft night in fu tn* 
mer, fo that his body cannot then be feen, though fomcthing of a clear light may be 
difcerned, as it were, accompanying the fun from his fetting to his rifing point, by rea¬ 
fon of the reflection and refraclion of his rays upon and through the fea, he dipping fo 
little below their horizon. For the further illuftration of this, the minifters of the nor¬ 
thern Hies of Orkney told me that In the month of June they will fee to read fmall print 
or write at midnight.5 and in December for fome days they can neither fee to read nor 
write unlefs that they light a candle, as one of them attfcfted from his experience. To 
the fouth of the entry into the Sound between Hoy and Kerflon in the Mainland is the 
Comb of Hoy, the higheffc rock in Orkney, looking to the weft or Deucaledonian Ocean, 
much frequented by lea-fowls* 

Ihe minifter of Hoy hath two kirks, one in Hoy, and another in Grauifey, a little 
pleafant ifle about a mile long, lying to the north ol Hoy, between it and Kerflon in the 
Mainland.; but fhips that go through this Sound life to fail between Gram fay and the 
Mainland, the way between Gramfay and Hoy being very dangerous. The minifter of 
Waes hath two kirks, one in Waes, and another in Flotta, a pleafant little ifle, and as 
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capable of improvement as any ifle in Orkney ; Faira and Cava, alfo two other little 
ifles. are a pan of his charge; thefe ifles He to the eaft of Waes and Hoy. ■ 

N*gh to the eaft of Waes and Hoy lies South-Ronaldlha, five miles long nom noith 
to fouth and about two broad in feveral places ; it is the fouthernmoft of all the ifles of 
Orkney and very fertile and populous; at the fouth-end thereof is Burwick, whence 
the ordinary paffage is to Duncan’s-bav in Caithnefs over Pightland-firrh. I heir minifter 
hath three kirks, two in South-Ronaldlha, orte at the fouth end of the ifle, called our 
Lady’s-Kirk, and another at the north end, called St. Peter’s-Kirk-. He hath a third 
kirk in Burra, a pleafant little ifle to the north of . South-Ronaldlha, wherein is much 
corn-land and many rabbits; in this ifle liveth Sir Archibald Stuart, lo this parifh 
belongs Swinna, a little ifle inPightland-firth, of which more afterwards, when we come 
to dil'courfe of Pightland-firth. 

To the north of the mainland lies the Northern Ifles, as Shapmlha to the north-eatt, 
four or five miles long, to this parilh belongs but one kirk. It hath a fafe harbour at 
Elwick, on the fouth of the ifle : here is the Iioufe of the found, which looketh well, 
and hath a pleafant fituation on a rifing ground, lying to the fouth. 

To the north eaft from Shapmlha lieth Stronfa, about four or five miles long, it is 
well inhabited, and the grafs and corns are good; Papa Stronfa is a little ifle over 
againft it towards north-eaft, wherein but one family, between Papa-Stronfa and Stronfa 
is a fafe harbour or bay, well fenced by promontories or capes of land : it is faid to be 
the belt north bound harbour in all the Northern Ifles. Oppofite to Stronfa to north- 
weft lies Eda, about four miles of length from north to fouth, it is full of mofs and 
moor, and but thinly inhabited : fome of the neighbouring ifles get their peat hence. 
In it a loch and mill. To the north-eaft of Eda is the calf, a holm fo called; between 
which and Eda is Calf-found, a convenient and fafe road. The minifter of Stronfa and 
Eda hath two kirks, one in Stronfa and another in Eda, where he preacheth every third 
fabbath. To the weft of Eda lies North Faira, a little pleafant ifle, wherein a few 
families. 

On the eaft fide of Eda Hands a houfe built by John Stewart Earl of Carrick, anno 
1663. Some of whofe offspring are yet living in the neighbouring ifles, the occafion 
of his coming and living in this remote corner is reported to have been fome difcon- 
tent which fell out between him and his lady; he built at a great expence twelve falt- 
pans in the Calf of Eda, over againft his houfe, which for fome time were all at work, 
he defigning to have driven a foreign trade with his fait, but he dying after a few years 
abode there, the houfe and pans, not being kept in repair, went to ruin, fo that now 
only one falt-pit is handing. Thus his project died with himfelf. 

To the nonh-eaft of Eda is Sanda, the pleafanteft, 1 think, of the Orkney Ifles, nine 
or ten miles long from fouth to north, in many places a mile or a mile and a half, and 
in fome fcarce half a mile broad, having feveral tongues of land waftied by the tea, 
hence fome do compare it to the lhape of a lobfter; no place in the iile is high and 
mountainous, and many fpots of it are very plain, and even like a bowling-green, every¬ 
where it is well furniflied with grafs, and much good corn, faid to be the belt in Ork¬ 
ney ; it alone payeth to the King forty two clulders of viftual, every one of which chal- 
ders is twenty.one bolls of our meafure; the whole ifle is but as one rich cuningar, or a 
cony-warren, for I never law a greater number of conies running in any place than I 
did here; hence the heritors kill feveral hundreds of them yearly for their ufe. There 
are feveral bays for (hips, as Kitletoft, Otterfwick, and Taphnefs-bay. Some gen¬ 
tlemen alfo who have coufiderable interefts, as Burgh, Lapnefs, &c.: many fowls 
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frequent this ifle, as duck and drake, plover, &c. fo that there is good fport for 
the fowler. The Hil lings or ltares are as numerous, I judge, as the iparrows are 
with us. 

In Sanda are two minifters, one having one kirk called Lady-Kirk, on the eafl fide 
of the ifle towards the north end thereof, in this ifle are foine fober, knowing, and good 
people ; particularly ill this Lady parifli, in the former Pretbyterian times, there was a 
goodly zealous minifter, Mr. Arthur Murray, who went fouth after the revolution, an. 
1660, and died there, feme of the old people yet alive, who were under his minill-ry, 
cannot fpeak of him without tears: “ The righteous fliall be had in ever la fling re¬ 
membrance.” The other minifter hath under his infpeftion three kirks, two in Sanda, 
Crofs Kirk, and Bnrnefs, and one in North-Rond allha, an ifle to the north of Sandh, 
two or three miles long. Both thefe ifles of Sanda and North Ronald Ilia lie low, and 
dangerous for feamen, who cannot difcover them at any dillance, efpecially in a 
mifty day or dark, night, till clofe upon them, and fo are ready to fuller Ihip wreck, as 
many do. 

To the weft of Sanda lies Weftra, feven miles long, it is well inhabited, having much 
corn in it; here is Pitta-hill, where they fay the fairies are frequently feen, it is the 
higbeft Hill in all the northern ifles of Orkney. In the north end of this ifle is the 
cal'le oi Noutland, built by Gilbert Balfour for the ufe of Janies Hepburn Earl of Both- 
well, married to Queen Mary the 27th of May, an. 1567, in the abby of Holyrood- 
houfe, who fearing he fhould not always retain and enjoy his prefent grandeur, which 
the nobles envied him tor, he likewife being fufpected guilty of the murder of my Lord 
Darn ley, her former hufband, can fed to be built this ftrong ca file, which upon a 
change of the fcene, he might betake himfelf unto, fituated upon a high rock nigh to 
the Deucaledonian Ocean, having plain champaign ground about it; it is four Hones 
high, and the loweft is Hrongly vaulted, above which is a high hall, having two air-holes 
through the arch, fo to give vent to the powder, if at any time they fhould be fur- 
prifed with a blafi, the walls are very thick, and all the free-flone for the building was 
Li ought fi om the fouth 1 the roof is flat and fenced with rails of Hone, whence we have 
a fair view of the circumjacent country. There are feveral holes or flits in the build- 
ing, not only to let in the light, but to gall an approaching enemy with final I fhot, if 
at any time they fhould be attacked: but the Lord often taking the finner in his own 
-craftinefs, fuflered him not fo to efeape, by flieltering himfelf in this neft. This caftle 
was never completed, for in one part thereof the walls are but half the height intended, 
and never hiiherto covered with a roof, and he being purfued by the Lords of the 
congregation, never pofTefled it, or fo much as faw it, if not at a diflance, for he taking 
mmidr to fei with two or three fliips came to Kirkwal in Orkney, and being driven 
t icoce by William Kircaldy of Grange, he fled to Zetland, where the purifier had 
a no oft ovei taken hint, it the pilots fktll in theie feas had not made a way to efeape, 
m holding down by the fide of a blind rock well enough known to the pilot, which the 
puriuer ignorant of fplit upon ; which rack to this day is called the Unicorn, from the 
name o. a imp that periflied upon it. Bothwell efcaped to Norway, where being ap- 
pi eherukd, he was taken to Denmark, and caft into a filthy prilon, where he died after 
ten years jmpnfonment: his wicked life having this miferahle end : cc Though hand 
jom in hand the wicked fliall not go unpuniikedand ordinarily murder, (whereof 
110 ^ a ^ iul pected to be guilty,) fo crieth from the ground, that it bringeth down re* 
mat ~2 e anc often tremendous judgments in time. There are feveral gentlemen’s 
bourn in Wt ftra, b 
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• The minifter of Weftra hath three churches wherein he preaches per wees, two in 
Weftra, one at the weft end of the ifle called the Weft-Kirk, and another nigh to the 
north end called the North-Kirk, the third church is in Papa-Weftra, a little ifle of 
three miles long front fouth to north ; betwixt it and IVeftra there is a convenient 
harbour for (hips at Piriwa j as alfo in the fame found a little to the north of this har¬ 
bour lies a holm wherein there hath been a little chapel, whereof fome of the ruinous 
walls are yet to be feen. Pa pa-Weflra aboundeth with rabbits, and hath fome com 
land, but not fo much as fome other ifles, it being hard and ftony ground ; it belongeth 
to a gentleman called Holland, and hath been reputed famous for St. Trod well’s Cha¬ 
pe! and Loch or Lake. To the call of this ifle lieth the Holm, where the Eufler men 
had thier huts as above. 

To the fouth of Weftra lies Roufa, an ifle fix miles long, full of heathy hills, abound¬ 
ing with moor-fowls; there is not much corn in it, and but thinly inhabited. There is 
a loch and mill thereon that goeth ordinarily all the fummer over, which is rare in 
thefe files. The mini her of Roufa hath two kirks, one in Roufa and another ill- Egle- 
fha, a pleafant ifle two miles long, where a church much frequented by fuperflitious 
people, with a high Jterple feen at a great diftance, where (as fome would have it) St. 
Magnus was buried. To his charge alio belongs Inhailo, a little ifle to the weft: of 
Roufa, alfo Wyre a fmall ifle. 

Thus l have glanced at the defeription of the Qrcades; inoft of which I have had 
occafion to fee, wherein we fee there are feventeen parifhes ; eight in the mainland, 
viz. Kirkwall, Holm, Deemefs and St. Andrews, Evie and Kendal, Firth and Siennis, 
Orphir, Birfa and Hara, Sand wick and Stromnefs; and nine in the other ifles, viz. 
South Ronalfha and Burn, Waes and Flotta, Hoy and Gramfey, Shapinfha, 'Stronfa 
and Eda, Lady-Kirk in Sanda, Crofs-Kirk and Burnefs in Sanda, and North Ronalflia, 
Weftra and Papa Weftra, Roufa and Eglefha j but there are thirty-one kirks; and 
thefe mhifters look upon themfelves as more happily polted, who have only one kirk, 
efpecially if they have not more kirks in feveral ifles ; this tending more to the edifica¬ 
tion of fhe people under their charge, and consequently to their peace and encourage¬ 
ment, they every Lord's Day difpenfing ordinances in the fame place, to the fame 
people, whereas thofe who have more kirks committed to them are fometimes obliged 
to preach in one place and fometimes in another, and the people generally frequent but 
their own kirk, efpecially if they be in different ifles, hence ordinarily they enjoy the 
ordinances only every other Sabbath, and in fome places but one of three, which can¬ 
not but obftrufl the progrefs of the Gofpel among them. Befides it is uneafy, ex- 
pen five, and dangerous for them to travel from ifle to ifle, and fometimes a form 
arifing they are necefl’arily detained there. The ftipends here are final!, and for the 
moil part paid by the fteward or his depute, the king being the principal proprietor, 
yet they can live very well upon them, vifinals being had at an eafy rate. 

The people are generally tractable, fubmilfive and refpectful to their minifters, which 
is very definable and encouraging to thofe who labour among them, when true zeal 
enlargeth the defires, and puts an edge upon the fpirits of pallors in the difeharge of 
the Lord’s work for the good of fouls. 

Chap. IV. — Some Things remarkable In Orkney , as ancient Monumsnls, ftrnnge Pm■/* 

deuces, Zz?e. are reprejented. 

HAVING taken a view of the country in general, and the feveral ifles in particular, 
l fliah now divert my reader with fome things remarkable, not altogether unworthy ,<>fi 
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our obfervatlon, i'uch as fome ancient monuments, ftrange accidents, and fome other 
things not only curious and dele&able, but alfo profitable to the judicious; affording 
matter ** of meditation to the wife obfervers of thefe things, who regard the works of 
the Lord, and duly ponder the operations of his hands, in the years of ancient and 
latter times.” 

The fir ft we take notice of is the ftone, called the D war fie Stone, lying in a valley 
between two hills, to the north of the Hill of Hoy, it is about thirty-four feet long, 
fixteen or feventeen broad, and eight thick, hollowed by the hand of fome mafon, as 
the print of the mafon-irons do yet (hew; it hath a fquare hole for the entry, looking 
to the eaft, two feet high, with a ftone proportionable Handing before this entry at two 
feet diftance, within at one end is he wen out a bed with a pillow, wherein two perfons 
may lie almoft at their full length; oppofite to this, at the other end, is fomething alfo 
hewen out like a couch, between which bed and couch there is a large hole above 
about the bignefs of the entry, through which a perfon may come up to the top of 
the ftone, and might ferve for a vent to the fmoke, if fo be they had put any fire upon 
a hearth between the two beds. Beneath this ftone runs to the fouth a cold and plea- 
fan t fpring, which might afford drink to the inhabitants. Who hewed this ftone, or for 
what ufe it was, we could not learn, the common tradition among the people is, that a 
giant with his wife lived in this ifle of Hoy, who had this -ftone for their caftle. But 
I would rather think, feeing it could not accommodate any of a gigantic ftature, that it 
might be for the ufe of fome dwarf, as the name feems to import, or it being remote 
from any houfe might be the retired cell of fome melancholy hermit. The ftone 
alfo may be called theDwarfie Stone, per antiphrafin , or by way of oppofition, it being 
fo very great. 

To the north-weft of this ftone is a high mountain of a fteep afcent, called the Wart-; 
hill of Hoy, looking to the north ; nigh to the top of which hill about mid-day, is feen 
fomething, and that at a good diftance, which glitters and Ihines wonderfully, and though 
fome have climbed up and fearched for it, yet could find nothing ; it Ihines mod in 
the fummer time: the people talk of it as fome enchanted carbuncle; others take it 
to be a water that refle&eth the fun’s rays, and fo caufeth fuch a fparkling and fplen- 
dor; bur a gentleman who liveth nigh to this rock told us, that it fliines moll in the 
greateft drought, when no water is near it. 

At the weft end of the mainland, about a mile and a half to the weft of the houfe 
of Skael, on the top of high rocks, there is fomething like a ftreet, near to a quarter of 
a mile in length, and between twenty and thirty feet in breadth, all laid with ftones of 
different figures and magnitudes, of a reddilh colour: fome of which ftones bear the 
image and reprefentation of a heart, others of a crown, others of a lhoe, a leg, a laft, 
a weaver’s Ihuttle, &c. And that which renders it yet the more ftrange is, when thefe 
ftones are raifed many of them have the fame figure and fliape below on the one fide, 
that they have above on the other} which ftreet all beholders look on as very wonder¬ 
ful. I faw a part of the garden wall of the houfe of Skael, decored in the forepart 
thereof with thefe ftones, we intended to have fent a parcel of them fouth to our friends 
as a rarity, if they had not been forgot at our return from Zetland. Whether thefe 
ftones be fo laid and figured by art or by nature will be hard to determine. For there 
is no houfe nigh to this ftreet, neither are the ruins of any which formerly have been 
there to be feen. So puzzling are the works of God to the molt ingenious and accurate 
obfervers of Providence. 

At the loch of Stennis in the mainland, in that part thereof where the loch is nar- 
r owe ft, both on the weft and eaft fide of the loch, there is a ditch, within which there 

2 is 


ZETLAND, PIGHTLAND-FIRTH, AND CAITHNESS. 


755 

b. Circle of large and high Hones ggjuSZS *5 

above one hundred paces tabi J of A™, I think, are 

large ditch, are not ^ V ,L “ "round four or five feet broad, and a foot or two 

“hS- foml rf whichta^ are fallen, but many of them are yet Handing, between 
thick, lome or wuici t manv of them are about ten or twelve feet 

which there is ”Ot tin e <p^ ' . f fod, over which we pafs by a bridge 

ftreet, the loch there being .hallow, are two 
laid mm nones re n whereof one hath a round hole in the 

mMft ifTt 'at alittle diftance from which ftones there is another ditch, about half a 

mile from the former, but of a far lefs circumference, within which aHb there are feme 
mile no r ■ . • rTpr t k an t h e other ftones on the weft fide of the loch, 

Smofrimicircle^ Ahink, rather than of a circle, opening to the eaft, for I fee 
no ftones that have fallen there fave cme, which when ftanding did complete but the 
femicirde. Both at the eaft and weft end of the bigger round, are two green mounts, 
which appear to be artificial; in one of which mounts were found faith Mr. Wallace, 
nine fibula of filver, round, but opening in one place like to a horfe-fhoe. . 

Itfmoft probably thought that thefe were the h.gh-places in times of pagan idola¬ 
try whereon facrifices werl offered, and that the two artificial mounts of earth ferved 
S the fame purpofe, or were the places where the allies of the facnfices were eaft, as 
fome will have it. Boethius, in the life of Mamas King of Scots, obferveth, that the 
people called thefe huge ftones drawn together m the form of a circle, the ancient 
teninle of the -odsi Ut pmlvs ad religwnem moverentur, pnfcis Jams novas qmfdarn et 
foknnes cemnmias fuperaddidU (Re* nimirum Maims) dih immortalibusperagendas, ut 
immenfis /axis variis in regionmn lock (ut res expofeebat) m coromdem adrnotu eorumque 
maxim ad meridiem pomelo ,, cujus pro ara first p/us: ***** dm mmortahbus faert- 
Mum cremarentur. Extant in reifidem ,, vel hoc nojlro cevo mgentia ca Jaxa disdain arms, 
prim decrim phana valgus appdlau Many of the country do fay, that ,n the larger 
Vound the funf and in the Idler the moon, was worlhipped by the old pagan inhabitants 

° f And indeed to build their altars of earth or unpolifhed ftones Teems to have been 
the cuftom of ancient times, and even of the firft ages of the Roman empire, as the 
learned Spencer endeavours to prove from Tertullian, Etft a Ntrna concepts eft curwft- 
tas Paper (lit iofa, nondumtamen aut ftmidacrh aut templisres divina apud Romanos conjlabat. 
FnJrelmo et panpercs ritus et nulla capitolia certantia eedo ; fed temcrana de ecfpite aU 
taria , et la fa adhitc Sarnia , et nidor ex Hits , et Deus ipft mfftam. And further con¬ 
firming the fame from Cluverius writing of the German antiquities. And concludes 
with eivincr the reafon why the Gentiles of old were fo taken with rude, undigested, 
anlefe and unpolifhed altars and places of worfhip, becaufe they judged them more 
holv and more acceptable to the Gods: (denies antiques, faith he, natura vel tradttwne 
dJJ naturalia omnia radia licet et impdita, fandiora et diis fids gratiora crediderunU 
And 5 here in thefe monuments nothing like art or form : the ftones are not po« 
liflied nor all of a like thicknefs, height or breadth, nor of an equal diftance from 

ea< IntheMe of Sanda there is a chapel called the chapel of Clet, wherein there is a 
grave nineteen feet long, which when opened fome years ago, there was nothing found 
in it fave the piece of ahack-bone of a man, greater than the back-bone ol any horfe. 
This the minifter of the place declared unto me, who few the grave opened, and mea- 
fured it from the head to the foot ftone thereof, who alio for 1'ome time had the bone 
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in his cuflody. The vulgar tradition is that there was a giant there, who was of fci 
tall a flature that he could have Itood upon the ground and put the eopitone uoon the 
chapel, which no man now living by far could do. 

There are alfo hones found in We lira between Tukey and the Wefl Church, as great 
as horfe bones, as the minifler of Weftra informed me. And fome there have been 
lately of a gigantic flature in thefe ifles : as that man who died not long ftace, whom 
for his height they commonly call the Meikle Man of Waes. 

Through this country we find federal obeli lies, or very high and great Hones fet uo, 
as-one in the ifle of Eda, another on the mainland within a mile of Birfa, &c. they 
appear to be much worn, by the waihing of wind and rain, which fhews they are of a 
long Handing, and it is very flrange to think how in tilde places and times they got 
fuch large Hones carried and eretied. Mirabileprofedo quifqtus ea fpedaverit qua arte 
q tabus corporis viribits lapides iania mole in unum locum fuerint conge fit. The reiifon and 
end of their letting up cannot be certainly known; however we may conjecture, that 
probably it was in remembrance of fomq famous battle, or hath been the ancient fu¬ 
neral monuments of fome renowned perfons, who have fallen in battle or been buried 
there. Several of which Hones and monuments are to be feen in many places through 
Scotland, and in Norway they are very common, as our travellers who have feen 
them inform me. And it is like thefe Hones have been fet up by the Norwegians, when 
they poflefled this country. 

In Scapha about a mile from Kirkwall to fourh-weft it is faid there was kept a larcre 
and ancient cu p, w hich they fay belonged to St. Magnus King of Norway, who hrll in- 
HruCIed them in the principles of the ChriHian religion and founded the church of 
Kirkwall, with which full of fome flrong drink their bilhops at their nrfl landing were 
presented ; which, if he drank out, they highly praifed him, and made themfelves to 
believe, that they fliould have many and fruitful years in liis time. This Buchanan 
relates, and as Mr. Wallace obferveth, is Hill believed there, and talked of as a truth. 
Scyphum habent antiquum , faith Buchanan, quern elivi Magni, qui primus ad tosChri/H 
CisCcrinam attulit,fuijfepredicant; is cum ita fuperet con:mimium poculorum amplitudinem 7 
id e Lapitharwn convivio refervatus videri pojit, eo fuos epifeopos initio ad fe adventanies 
exp lor ant: qui plenum urn haitfiu ebiberit (quod admodum raro even'd ) minis eum laudibus 
\pojequuntur , alque hmc velut lata auguriojequentiumannorum proventum animts prccriphmt, 
I he country to this day have the tradition of this, but we did not fee the cup, nor 
Could we learn where it was. And indeed that which renders this the more credible 
is, that the Norwegians at prefent, as merchants and mariners informs us, have a cuf- 
tom like unto tins, that if any come to pay them a vifit, efpecially if they be flranger* 
they ufe to prefent them with a large cup full of drink, which they take not well if 
then guefls drink not out. They fay, fome of thefe cups will contain three mutchms, 
others a. pint, and fotne a. quart of our meafurc- 

The wind, and Tea, in any florin beats molt tempefluoufly and vehemently here upon 
fne rocks : a little to the wefl of Keraon in the mainland, there is a rock called the Black 
Uraig otbtromnefs, about feventy fathom high ; upon which in a florm the fea from the 
DeucaleL,onmn ocean doth beat with fuch violence and force, that the waves, breaking: 
thereupon, caufe the water to rife to the top of the rock like fnow, and fly like a white 
Jheet before the wind, blaflmg the corns for three or four miles behind'the rock, if it 
tall out m, or a little before harveil} and this it doth hkewife in feveral other places of the 
n “'f Sentlemen, who knew it to their experience, did declare. Tea fo great 
is the Violence of thefe tempefluous feas, that thereby fome great Hones are caflout and 

h orn> lo that lar £ e caves m iome places run from the fea within the rock, 
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beneath the ground for fome confiderable way, I faw one of thefe at the eaft end of the 
mainland in the parilh of Holm, it is all covered above with the rock an,d eaitn, h*-® 
that within there few years fome of the rock and earth fell in, or was blown up (as they 
call it) in one night, by a violent (form blowing from fouth-eaft; hence now there is a holt, 
in the bill above, like the eye of a coal-pit, which is terrible to look down into . -them *--> 
another, fomething like this in South-Ronald Ilia. In thefe caves, doves and fea low is m 
great numbers ufe to neftle. 

Several ftrange fillies are here taken, or eaft alhore fometimes, which are, they lay, very 
beautiful to look upon, but we never had occafion to fee any of them. 1 here are like* 
wife a great number of little whales, which fwiin through thefe ifles, which they cali 
fpout-whales or pellacks, fome of which I have feen ; and they tell us it is dangerous 
for boats To fall among them, left they be overturned by them : the former year cuvib 
1699, there was thirteen of thefe whales driven on Ihore npon Gairfay's Land, and 
eleven upon EgJefha’s, about one time, as the gentlemen themfelves did inform me, of 
which oil is made, very beneficial to the mailers of the ground. I he otters alio, feals or 
felchs, and other fuch fea-creatures are very numerous, but now their number is fo much 
diminilhed, that not one of twenty is to be feen, and they have found feveral of them 
lying dead upon the Ihore ; fome hence observing that the judgments of God, as to fear* 
city of fuitable provifions to thefe creatures, are upon the waters alfo. 

The tides here are fo rapid that they will carry a lliip along with them, though the wind 
be contrary, if not very ltrong, and in going among thefe iiles fcarce are they out of one 
tide when they are engaged in another; and in going from place to place they will find 
fometimes the fame flood for them, and at other times againft them, and fo with the ebb, 
efpecially there are fome impetuous tides which they call roufts, caufed by ,the flrang 
current of a tide meeting with a narrow pa (Tape ; the qiticknefs and rapidity of the tide, 
compenling the narrownefs of the paflage, as it is in lanes, which flraitens the blowing 
wind, and makes the wind to blow lo much the harder, in a proportion to the prefiure 
it fuffers by the ftraits of.thc lane; fo may we reafon concerning the roufts which run 
among the ifles. I have feen fome of thefe roufts boil like unto a fee thing pot, with 
their high, white, and broken waves in a calm l'ummer day, when there was no wind 
blowing. Atone lime failing by the fide of Laflia Rouft between Sanda and the Calf 
of Eda, the rouft getting fome hold of us, turned about the head of our boat very quick* 
ly, and though there were four able young men rowing, befide the help we had by the 
fail, we could not without great difficulty make our way through it: they tell us, that if 
the greateft (hip in Britain fell into this rouft, where it is (trongeft, it would turn her a- 
boutat pleafure, and detain her till the tide fell weak, even though (he, had a right fa¬ 
vourable gale. Thefe roufts are more dangerous in an ebb than in a flood, the ebb being 
obferved ftill, cateris paribus, to make the fouleft and mo ft temped uous fea, and espe¬ 
cially they will foam and rage, if the tide be running in the wind’s eye: and when there 
is any ftorm, they wili caufe any Ihip or boat to ftand on end and be ready to fink her in 
the fall. Several of which roufts we had occafion to meet with, but the Lord brought 
us fafe through. 

Though the general current of the tide be ftill the fame, from weft to eaft in a flood, aftcl 
from eaft to weft in an ebb yet running with violence upon the land, they caufe a contrary 
motion in the fea next to it, which they call Rafter or Weller Birth, according to its courle. 
And there are fome things which have been obferved as very ftrange in the running of the 
tides, as that it flows two hours fooner on the weft fide of Sanda than it doth on the eaft : 
and at Hammonds in the fame ifle, both ebb and flood runs one way except at the begin- 
fling of a quick ftreara, when for two or three hours the flood runsfouth; in North 
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Faira the fea ebbs nine hours, and flows but three, but the reafons of thefe phenomena 
will not be fo intricate or hard to refolve, if we confider the fituation of thefe ifles, where 
the tide feems to alter his courfe ; for the flood coming from the weft to the weft fide of 
Sanda, it takes fome time before it can get about the points of the ifle to the fouth fide 
thereof; fo in North Faira, the fea is more open whence the flood cometh, but the ebb 
runeth through feveral ifles, turning many points of land before it come to North Faira, 
which cannot but retard its motion: fo at Hammonefs in Sanda, the fituation of the place 
much determineth the running of the tide. 

The rapid motion of thefe tides among the ifles, and their meeting with one another 
makes it very dangerous, and fometimes more efpecially in a calm, fo a minifter there 
told us, that he was never nearer death in his life than in a dead calm when nigh to 
Weftra, for they faw the fea coming, which they thought would fwallow them up, and 
there being no wind they could not get out of the way, but God fo ordered it in hiswif’ 
providence, that the fea or fwell of the fea which they feared broke on the fore-part oi 
the boat, and fo they efcaped. 

There are frequently Finmen feen here upon the coafts, as one about a year ago on 
Stronfa, and another within thefe few months on Weftra, a gentleman with many 
others in the ifle looking on him nigh to the fhore, but when any endeavour to appre¬ 
hend them, they flee away moft fwiftly j which is very ftrange, that one man, fitting in 
his little boat, mould come fome hundred of leagues from their own coafts, as they 
reckon Finland to be from Orkney; it may be thought wonderful how they live ail 
that time, and are able to keep the fea fo long. His boat is made of feaMkins, or fome 
kind of leather, he alfo hath a coat of leather upon him, and he fitteth in the middle of 
his boat, with a little oar in his hand, filhing with his lines: and when in a ftorm he fees 
the high furge of a wave approaching, he hath a way of finking his boat, till the wave pafs 
over, leaft thereby he fliould be overturned. The fifhers here obferve that thefe Fin- 
men or Finland-men by their coming drive away the fillies from the coafts. One of 
their boats is kept as a rarity in the Phyficians-Hall at Edinburgh. 

On the weft fide of Papa Weftra, between it and Weftra, there is an Holm, wherein 
once there was a little chapel, whereof fome of the fide-walls are now only Handing, in 
which they fay, there were feven fillers buried, who were nuns, anddefired to lie in this 
holm, about whofe graves this chapel was built: about a year ago, there were feen 
feveral times at mid-day, about twenty men walking on that hohn, among whom there 
was one higher and greater than the reft, who fometimes Hood and looked unto the 
chapel, this my informer with a hundred people in the ifle of Papa faw, who could at- 
teft: the fame: after which appearance there was a boat call away on that holm with 
four men in her, who were all loft. 

In the links of Tranaby in Weftra, and of Skeal in the mainland, wafhed from the 
weft by the Deucaledonian Ocean, fome places are difeovered when the fea waftieth 
away the fand, which Ihews that fuch places have been cemeteries or burying places for 
their dead of old, of a fquare figure, and the Hones are joined together by fome cement, 
when opened earth and fometimes bones are found in them ; the reafon fome do give of 
this is becaufe the way of interring dead bodies among many of the ancients, (as among 
the Saxons in the ifle of Britain) was not in deep graves, but under clods or turfs of 
earth made into hillocks. But none of thefe we had oceafion to fee. Concerning that 
rock called Lefs, furrounded with the fea, nigh to the Noup-head in Weftra, upon 
which fome fay, if any man go, having iron on him, the fea will inftantly rage, fo that no 
boat can come nigh to take him off, nor the fea be fettled till the piece of iron be call 
into it j when in Weftra we enquired about it, but found no ground for the truth 
thereof. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Wallace narrates a remarkable providence, which the minifters here confirmed to 
ns as a truth; concerning four men in Stronfa who ufed to filh together mone boat, 
among whom there was one John Smith whofe wife being defirous he ihould intermit 
his fifhing for a time, he having purchafed a great plenty of fifli, which he not being f© 
willing to do, on a day foe rifing before him flopped the windows, and other places m 
the houfe, whereby light was let in, and fo went to the fields ; the other three men aiter 
their ufual "manner went to fea, whofe boat fhe faw overturned and themfelves perilh j 
upon which flie returned home toherhufband : and no doubt would have given the fad 
news of his neighbours perilhing, not without joy congratulating 9 that he was not this 
day in company with them : but upon her coming into her houle flie had yet a moi e 
melancholy fight ; her hulband lying dead, choaked in that veffel, wherein they ufed to 

make urine. . 

An honeft man in Orkney told me that fome years ago, when he was coming home 
with timber and fome other things in his boat, from Innernefs, and was almoft the length 
of theifle of Ed?, where he lived, the boat turned and lay upon her fide, but the fails 
being fpread in the water hindered the maft to go down, and her altogether to overturn 
much of what they had in went to the fea, and he with the other feamen in company fat 
upon the fide of the boat, and were fo for fome hours tofied up and down, whither the 
tide did drive them, they in the mean time comforting and refrelhing one another with 
places of fcripture and notes of fermons, which lately they had heard, and fometimes put¬ 
ting up eamefl prayers to God whom the wind and feas do obey; at length God not turn¬ 
ing away his mercy from them, nor their prayer from him, gracioufly gave ear unto their 
cry, and brought them all fafe alhore together with the boat on the weft fide of Sanda, 
much of the timber and what they had in being driven alhore to the very place before 
them. A great mercy when not only they, but their boat, and moft of their loadening, 
were faved. Some of thofe men whom I am acquainted with, and do judge godly, can¬ 
not fpeak of this deliverance but with great concernednefs and affe&ion, which makes 
me to think this mercy not to have been call of common providence, but a gracious re¬ 
turn of their prayer. 

The effefts of thunder in this country are very furprifing ; 1670 the fteeple of Kirk¬ 
wall was burnt with lightening: and anno 1680, there was a gentleman in Stromnefsin 
the weft end of the mainland had a ftall, wherein there were twelve kine, the thunder 
killed every other one, killing one and paffing another, fo that there were fix killed, and 
fix alive; this the minifters confirmed as a certain truth to their knowledge. 

There was a man that died not many years ago, who when a child being left in the 
field, (the mother, as fome fay, {hearing at a little diftance from him) was taken up by 
an eagle, and carried from the parifh of Orphir, in the mainland, to theifle of Waes over 
three or four miles of fea, but in God’s good providence, the eagle being quickly pur- 
fued to his neft whither the child was taken, he was recovered without any hurt. 

It was obferved that in thefe ifles before the late dearth, there were feveral ftrange birds 
feen, fuch as they have not feen formerly nor fince. One of the minifters told me, that 
one bird frequented his houfe about that lime for a quarter of a year, which was of a 
black, white, red and green colour: as alfo he faw another, all ftriped or fprainged on 
the back, which birds were beautiful to behold. 

There was a monfter about (even years ago born of one Helen Thomfon fpoufe to 
David Martin, weaver, in North Ronalfha, having his neck between head and moulders 
a quarter and an half of a yard long, with a face, nofe, eyes, mouth, &c. to the back, 
as well as before, fo that it was two faced, which monfter, came living into the 
world: this the minifter declared unto us having taken the atteftation of the women 
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prefent at the birth, he not being on the place at the time : and it is faid that a certain 
woman fhould have wiflied this upon the mother, whom fbe alledged had iyed upon her, 
in her wrath wifhing, that if the fpoke a lie fhe might bring forth a monfter, which ac¬ 
cordingly came to pafs in God's holy-and wife providence. 

Some fay there are feveral mines of filver, im 3 lead, &c. Alfo feme veins of marble 
and alabafter; Buchanan commends this country for white and black lead, of which 
there is to be had as good as in Britain, Sex dmsr/is hi has buy as infultife metallfi junt 
plUmbli a/bi and nlgri fam probi iquam mfuam in Britannia reperiaiur* As alfo lever al 
of fine /hells to be found on the more and rocks, but we had occafion to fee none of 
them* fave feme of thefe nuts, whereof they make fnuf&boxes* 

ChiAP- Vi —Some Heafhenijh andPopiJh Rites , Charms? &c+ yet remaining in the Orkney 

Jj/es , are glanced aU 

BEFORE that I bring to a clofe my difeourfe concerning Orkney, 1 {ball give an ac¬ 
count of feme cuftoms yet prevailing among them, which can be constructed to be no- 
thing dfe fave the four dregs of Pagan and Popifh fuperftitxoii and idolatry, yea and 
many of them fuch as the charms pra&ifed by them to be the mere and woeful effects of 
pure devilry, and not the product of nature's operation. 

But lea ft I fhould be mi (taken I judge it not amifs to premife, that not all nay nor the 
generality of Orkney are hereby impeached as- guilty of thefe evils, for I know there are 
many judicious and wife men, and I hope feme real chriflians among them, who abhor 
and deleft fuch things as much as any, but hereby dome foolifh and filly ones are intend¬ 
ed, whom, deceiving and being deceived, fatan leadeth captive at his will; nor yet that 
all ihe files are alike lying under the charge, for there are feme of them, whole inhabi¬ 
tants are generally more moral and difereet: neither is it alledged, that fuch finful and 
corrupt cuftoms prevail as much now as formerly, for they are much away by what 
they were, and that even of late: nor is it denied but that bon eft and faithful minifters 
will labour to have them abolifhed every where, feeing alas! there is much horrid 
wickedncfs and mamfeft devilry too with us in the fomh, as well as with them in the 
north, fo that no part of the kingdom can plead, not guilty. 

But my principal fcope and defig a is to manifeft the works of darknefs, and to fhew 
how bufy the god of this world is in deluding and blinding poqr fouls, and how ready 
we are to be his drudges and Haves ; that fo thefe things, being wifely and ferlouily con- 
fidered, ah may be induced to make a Chriftian improvement thereof, both with refpeCi 
l > themfelves and others, whom they are called to pity and pray for, “ if peradventure 
God .will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth, that they may be re¬ 
covered out of the fnare of the devil and more ei pedal ly that the general affemblies, 
and other judicatories of this church as they are called, may be pleafed to continue their 
fatherly care over thefe northern iftes, that though they be remote from them as to fitu- 
ation, yet they may be near unto them as to a warm and kindly affection, which our 
church hath not been wanting in hitherto. 

And fir ft we would take notice, that the old maxim “Ignorance is the mother of 
devotion,*’ fo much cried up by the Papiftsand their judicially blinded clergy, isfo far 
bom being the mother of devotion, that it is both the mother and nurfe of the moft 
damnable errors. Superftitions and delufions, as thefe Hies know to their fad exper¬ 
ience; far ignorance of the principles of our holy religion doth greatly prevail among 
*he comm on ally, fo that as one of their mhiifters, not without feme concern and grief 
ior the fame, told me^ not one ol a hundred in feme of their pari fees can read. How 
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this comes to pafs, that the people fhould be fo grofsly ignorant I fhall not undertake t» 
determine, it is commonly imputed to their want of fchools, through the country, which 
indeed 1 will not fay, but is one great caufe thereof, and therefore that this fo very 
dreadful an evil may be effectually remedied, care lliould be taken by all concerned, that 
fchools be ereCted in every parifti, and a competent falary provided for the mailer’s 
maintenance and encouragement; and that alfo in every ifle where there is any number 
of inhabitants, fome perfon lliould be appointed for the inftruCtion and education of 
their children ; and until that fuch a courfe be taken, the people generally will be igno¬ 
rant {till, and the minifters as to the preaching past, may complain in the words of the 
prophet, “ Whom fliall we teach knowledge ? and whom fliall we make to under Hand 
doctrine ? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breafts.” For it 
is much about one to preach to auditors befotted with ftupidiry and ignorance, as it is 
to give exhortation unto babes, therefore it is that our church in her aflenihlies hath fo 
frequently and ferioufly prefled the learning of children to read, and the providing of 
fchools for that end, pallors to be diligent in that initiating and necefi'ary work ol exami¬ 
nation and preaching catechetic doClrines,and the concurrence of parents with borh in 
laying our themfelves for the inftruCtion of their children, as well by themfelves as by 
others; godly minifters well knowing that the fuccefs of ordinances and edification of 
their people, dependeth much thereupon, as the means which the Lord ufeth to blefs 
for the bringing in of his eleft; knowledge being fo necelfary to the being of faith, 
that the latter is fometimes exprefted by the name of the former. 

And feeing they retain not God in their knowledge, it is no wonder they begiven over to 
a reprobate mind, to do things which are not convenient; no wonder they frequent their 
old chapels for fuperftitious ends, of which the corrupt and purblind reafon of man hath 
been always very fond: no wonder that being in the dark without the lanthorn of the 
knowledge offeripture revelation, they miftake their way, and by the ufing of charms 
and confulting of charmers, they tJt run to Beelzebub, inftead of having recourfe to the 
God of Ifrael.” Which ignorance to be the caufe of thefe evils, will appear the more 
evidently, if we conftder, that in thefe ifles, where there is a greater meafure of the know¬ 
ledge ol God, there is not fuch a following of thefe horrid and hellilh practices. 

There are feveral old chapels in thefe ifles, which the people rel'ort unto, but that 
which 1 heard of, as moll famous is St. Tredwel’s chapel in Papa-Weftra, which they have 
fuch a veneration for, that they will come from other ifles in conflderable numbers to 
it; fome of us having occalion to be on that ifle, we faw this chapel, fituated on a fmall 
low rock, within a loch commonly called St. Tredwel’s Loch, to which we palled by ftep- 
ing {tones; before this chapel door there was a heap of fmall ftones, into which the fu- 
perftitious people when they come do caft a fmall Hone or two for their oftenng, and 
fome will caft in money; the chapel hath been but little, and is now ruinous, only fome 
of the walls are {landing, which the people are fo far from fuffering to be demolHhed, 
that th-y labour to keep them up, and though the proprietor of the ground hath fome 
way inclofed it, yet this proves not effectual to prevent the frequenting thereof. At the 
north-eaft fide of the loch, nigh to the chapel, there is a high {tone {landing, behind 
which there is another (tone lying hollowed in the form of a manger, and nigh to this 
there is another high {tone {landing with a round hole through if, for what ufe thefe 
{tones ferved, we could not learn ; whether for binding the horfes of fuch to them as 
came to the chapel, and giving them meat in the hollow {tone, or for tying the ficrifices 
to, as fome fay, in the times of Pagan idolatry, is uncertain. 

This St. Tredwel’s Loch, nigh to the eafl: end of which this chapel is, is held by the peo¬ 
ple as medicinal, whereupon many difeafed and infirm perfons refort to it, fome laying that 
von. hi. 5 s. thereby 
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thereby they have got good ; as a certain gentleman’s filter upon the ifle, who was not 
able to go to this loch without help, yet returned without it; as like wife a gentleman in 
the country who was much diftreffed with fore eyes, went to this loch, and walhing there 
became found and whole, though he had been at much pains and expencs to cure them 
formerly. With both.which perfons he who was minifter of the place for many years 
was well acquainted, and told us that he law them both before and after the cure* ihe 
prefent minifter of Weftra told me that fuch as are able to walk, ufe to go fo many 
times about the loch as they think will perfe£t the cure, before they make any ufe of the 
water, and that without fpeaking to any, for they believe that if they fpeak this will nlarr 
the cure : alfo he told that on a certain morning not long fince he went to this loch 
and found fix fo making their circuit, whom with fome difficulty he obliging to fpeak, 
faid to him they came there for their cure. 

How it cometh to pafs that this, loch fliould accomplifb the cure of any I leave to 
my reader to judge, whether it be by any medicinal or healing virtue in the water, which 
I incline not to think, the cure being foeircumftantiated, or if the force and ftrength of 
the imagination of the perfons afflidled may have any tendency that way, which fome 
judge hath its own influence in fome fuch like cafes; or rather by the aid and afliftance 
of Satan, whom God in his holy and wife providence may permit fo to do, for the fur¬ 
ther judicial blinding and hardening of thefe who foliow fuch unwarrantable and un¬ 
lawful courfes, God fo punifliing them by giving them up to fuch Itrong delations: yet 
I hear, that when they have done all that is ufual for them to do, as going about the 
loch, waftiing their bodies or any part thereof, leaving fomething at the loch, as old 
clouts and the like, &c,, it is but in few in whom the eifeS: of healing is produced* As 
for this loch’s appearing like blood before any difafter befal the Royal Family, as fome 
do report, we could find no ground to believe any fuch thing. 

Thefe chapels the people frequent, as for other ends, fo for prayer, they placing a kind 
of merit therein wdien performed in fuch places, and this they obferve more than pri¬ 
vate retirements ; and if they be under any ficknefs, or in any danger, as at fea, they 
will vow fo to do : and when they go to the chapels £0 pay the vows taken on, they 
ufed to lay feveral ftones one above another, according to the number of vows which 
they made, fome of which heaps we faw in^jSt* TredwePs chapel ; and none inufl go 
empty handed, but leave behind them fomething, either a piece of money, or of bread, 
or a ftone, which they judge will be fufficient* 

As at all times, when occafion offers, they obferve thefe fuperftitious practices, fo 
efpecially during Lent they will not negle£t their devotions in fuch places; and on Eafter 
Sunday feveral boats will be feen going to them from other illes ; and though their 
minifters both privately and publicly have fpoken to them, yet they cannot get them 
to forbear and abandon thefe cuftoms* And the minifter of South-Ronalfha told us, 
that many of the people in that ifle, efpecially fuch as live at the fouth end thereof nigh 
to the kirk, called Our Lady’s Kirk, whereof, though now the walls only be ft an ding 
without a roof, yet the very ftones thereof they reverence, and are not far from ador¬ 
ing ; and fo tenacious are they, that when in rough weather he hath procured the con- 
venieney of a barn to preach in, yet the people obliged him to come to this ruinous 
fabric, elfe many of them would not have heard: they are now about the putting of a 
roof on this church, which the gentlemen of the ifle are not inclined to, judging other 
places more commodious for it to be built in ; but propofais of this nature do not relifh 
with the people, they being fo fuperflitiouily wedded to the place of its prefent fituation: 
whereupon the heads of families will rather by themfelves contribute to the repairing of 
this old church, than fuffer a new one to be built in any other place of the ijle 5 though 
le(s to their coft. 
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In this old fabric of Onr Lady’s Church there is a Hone lying, about four feet long, 
and two feet broad, but narrower and round at the two ends, upon the furface of which 
ftone there is the print of two feet, concerning which the fuperditions people have a 
tradition that St. Magnus, when he could not get a boat on a time to carry him over 
Pightland-Firth, took this done and fetting his feet thereupon palled the Firth 
fafely, and left the ftone in this church, which hath continued here ever fince; but as 
I think, and fome more judicious people do likewife fuggeft, it hath been a ftone upon 
which, under popery, the delinquents Hood bare-footed fulfering penance. It is like 
when thus St. Magnus came over the Firth, it hath been at that time, when he was feen 
riding through Aberdeen, giving the firft account of the defeat of the Englifh at Ban¬ 
nockburn, and afterward was feen going over Pightland-Firth. And indeed both are 
alike deditute of any lhadow of truth, credible only by thefe i’uperftitious and filly ones 
whom the god of this world hath blinded. 

Several of the ifles have their faints’ days, which fome do fuperflitioufly oliferve. 
There is one day in harveft on which the more ignorant, efpecialiy in Roufa, fay, if any 
work the ridges will blood. The lark fome call our Lady’s hen : and fome fuch popilh 
dregs are to be found : the Lord preferve this land from popery’s inundation; for as it 
is credible front what hath been faid, and fome better acquainted with this country did 
inform us, that if popery get footing again (from the fears of which in the good provi¬ 
dence of God we were lately delivered) many of the inhabitants of thefe ifles would 
readily embrace it, and by retaining fome of thefe old popilh rites and cuftoms feem to 
be in a manner prepared for it. 

Next to glance at their charms, which I fhall briefly do, and not give any account 
how they perform them, left thereby I fliould feem to point out to any how to try the 
experiment of this hellifli art and tremendous devilry, which I think I do fulficiently 
guard againft, not only by barely reciting there are fuch, but alfo by proper precautions 
adduced in this chapter. 

They have a charm whereby they flop excefEve blooding in any, whatever way they 
come by it, whether by or without external violence. The name of the patient being 
fent to the charmer, he faith over fome words, (which I heard,) upon which the blood 
inftantly ftoppeth, though the blooding patient were at the greateft diftance from the 
charmer: yea, upon the faying of thefe words, the blood will flop in the bleeding throats 
of oxen or flieep, to the aftonifliment of fpe&ators; which account we had from the 
minifters of the country. 

There is a charm likewife they make ufe of for the tooth-ach, whereof I had the fol¬ 
lowing inftance from an honefl man worthy of credit. Some years ago there was one 
who ufed this charm, for the abating the pain of one living in Eda tormented therewith, 
and though the action then was at a diftance, the charmer not being prefent with the 
patient, yet according to the moll exact calculation of the time when the charm was 
performed by the charmer, there fell a living worm out of the patient’s mouth when he 
was at [upper: this my informer knew to be a truth, and the man from whofe mouth 
it fell is yet alive in the ifle of Sanda. Whether this Worm was generated in the cor¬ 
rupted part, and fo fell out by the devil’s means at the ufing of lhacharm, or the worm 
was brought by an evil fpirit aliunde to the mouth, and thence falling down, I /hall not 
determine. 

Alfo when the beafts, as oxen, flieep, horfes, &c. are fick, they fprinkle them with a 
water made up by them, which they call Fore-fpoken-water; wherewith likewife they 
fprinkle their boats when they fucceed and profper not in their fi/hing: and efpecialiy 
on Hallow-even, they ufe to fein or fign their boats, and put a crofs of tar upon them 
which my informer hath often feen. Their houfeg alfo fome ufe then to fein. 
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They have a charm alfo whereby they try if perfons be in a decay or not, and if they 
will die thereof which they call Calling of the Heart. Of this the minifter of Stronza 
and Eda told us he had a very remarkable paffage, in a procefs yet Handing in lhi feflion 
records* 

Several other charms alfo they have about their marriage, when women in travail, 
when their cow is calving, when churning their milk, or when brewing, or when their 
children are fick, by taking them to a fmith (without premonifiiing him) who hath had 
a fmith to his father and a Smith to his grand-father. And 6 f feveral fuch like charms, 
we had an account from the minifters, as iikewife how thefe charms were performed + 
but of thefe enough. 

Although thefe charms fometimes, yet not always do they produce the ddired effe&s; 
as in the inftance of (laying of blood, one of the charmer’s wives fell once a bleeding, 
which he by all his art was not able to Hop; whereupon he is faid thus to have ex- 
preifed himfelf S €t I have flopped the bleeding of an hundred, and yet I cannot do it to 
my wife/* 

That fuch admirable effects upon the ufing of the charms are produced by the agency 
of demons, I think few, if any, will doubt, God fo permitting it to be in his holy and 
wife providence, for the further punifhment and judicial blinding of thofe who follow 
fuch unlawful courfes, and the devil thereby engaging his Haves more in his fervice : yet 
Hot always the effects defired and expected do follow, that all may know the devil is a 
chained one, and can do nothing without the permiflion of a fovereign God, who is 
Lord overall. Our affemblies, fenfible of the great fin and evil that is in ufing thefe 
charms, and con fulling of charmers, have made feveral adts both againfl the one and 
the other, ftriftly inhibiting and diicharging all fuch hetlifh practices, and requiring all 
minifters diligently to fee to the obfervance and execution thereof. 

Evil fpirits, alfo called fairies, are frequently feen in feveral of the ifles dancing and 
making merry, and fometimes feen in armour: alfo I had an account of the wild fenti- 
jnentsof feme of the people concerning them j but with fuch I Hull not detain my 
reader, we haftening our voyage to Zetland* 


A DESCRIPTION OF ZETLAND* 

Chap. VI. —The Country in general defcrlbed \ The Soil) ProduB , Manners of the People? 

tefc. hinted at- 

ZETL AND lies to the north-eaft from Orkney, between the fixtieth and fixty-firft 
degree of latitude, there being about twenty or twenty-one leagues betwixt the Start- 
Head of Sanda, the northemmoft point thereof, and S w mb urg h - Head, the fouthermnofk 
point of land in Zetland, over a very rolling and fwdling fea, wherein there conftantly 
runs the ftrong current of a nde, which caufing the fea to rife with its fweljing waves, 
the whole pafiage betwixt Orkney and Zetland is but as one continued roufl, or ftrong 
and impetuous tide, efpecially about the Fai r-I fie, f till fuch a great fea goeth, even ill the 
greatefi calm, that the boars are like to fling the malts out of them ; and our boat- 
mafter told us, that frequently when he had been palling the Fair4fle in a dead calm, 
the boat hath been fo toffed by the fwelling fea, that it would have taken in water on 
every bde: and I have heard the mariners often declare, that there is more hazard in 
thefe leas than in going to the Eaftem or Weftern Indies. The Fair-lfle (of which 
more afterward) is reckoned to be but eight leagues from Zetland, whereas it is about 
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twelve of thirteen leagues from Orkney ; fo that we (ball confider it together with the* 
Mgs belonging to Zetland, 

Zetland confiileth oi more ifles than Orkney, whereof fome are more, others lets' 
confiderable, betide many holms ferving for pa fin rage, 1 he Lrgeft ot them is that 
which they call the Mainland, fixty miles long from fouth or fouth and by weft, to¬ 
ner th or north and by eaft : as to breadth not all alike; for though in fome places it 
be fixteen miles, yet in others it is fcarce one mite broad, it being fo interfered with 
voes, founds, or lochs, that it may be laid to con lift of a great number of promontories 
or branches of land It retching themfeives into the fea* 

All this country, confiding of fo many ifles goeth under one common name, called 
by fome Hethland, by others Zetland, and alfo Schetland, The etymology of which 
names is very uncertain, as was that of Orkney, fome aligning one reafon of the name*, 
and others another at their pleasure : that which feemeth moil probable is, that this 
country is called Hethland, becauie it is very mountainous,, and rifeth high above the 
waters; foa high land in Norfe is called Hoghland : it is called Zeland, or Zetland, 
becaufe of the great fea wherewith on ail hands it is encompafted, zee being fea in that 
language; and called Schetland, becaufe of a kind, of cuftom or tribute called Scat, 
which they paid to their Norwegian mailers when they were in pofleflfan of this country, 
and the tribute or cuftorn impofed upon the inhabitants of Norway to this day is called 
Scat} and though Zetland be now annexed to the crown of Scotland, yet there is a cer¬ 
tain rent or due which the gentlemen and iome others here do pay yearly to the King 
or his fteward, which is ftill called Scat. I fay, although we cannot be pofitive in deter¬ 
mining the reafons of the narhe, yet it feems to be of a Norwegian or Danifli original* 

Seeing I have already had under con fi deration by whom Orkney was fir ft planted 
and inhabited, and bow it hath been difpofed of hitherto, l judge it not very needful 
for me to add any more to that purpofe concerning Zetland ; for it is more than pro¬ 
bable that about the fame time, by the fame perfons, h ah Zetland alfo been inhabited* 
feeing there are many more Pitts houfes remaining there, and fome of them as to out¬ 
ward appearance in better cafe, than are to be found in Orkney, and always our hifto— 
rians in their deferiptions of thefe northern ifles of Orkney and Zetland have reckoned 
them as under the government of the fame mailers ; iherefore without further premifmg 
preliminaries of this njture, I come to confider the prefent date of the country. 

Although the country be large, yet it is in many places but thinly inhabited, and. 
that for the mod part upon the coails, and indeed otherwife it. cannot well be, for there 
are few, if any, places in Zetland but they are within two miles of the fea T which they 
Incline to dwell nigh unto, being more convenient for their fiihing, and for the gonding 
©f tlieir land, which is ordinarily by fea-ware, hence it would be incommodious for 
them upon thefe accounts to be at any distance from it- Befides, the country is gene¬ 
rally mt lfy and mountainous, all covered over with heath, yea the far greater part 
thereof is as one great mofs or quagmire made up . of water and earth blended together* 
which kind of ground would require much labour and expence to bring in either to be 
grazing or corn land, if at all in many places they could get it done; forfrom Scalloway 
©n the weft fide of the Mainland, to Lerwick on the eaft fide thereof, four miles over 
land, it is but a continued traft of snofs and moor, fo that there i$ notone houfe all tbit 
way, till we come near unto Lerwick ; whereas we would think that this piece of urourul - 
fliould be better Inhabited than many others, confidering the great refort of ftrangers 
in the furnmer time thereunto, if nature had not laid luch inconveniences ui the way* 
which would prove fo difficult to overcome. 
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The people are generally difcreet and civil, not fo ruftic and clownilh as would be 
expefted in fuch a place of the world, which may be much owing to their converfe and 
commerce with Grangers, who repair to thefe ifles in the fuminer leafon, with whom the 
inhabitants do keep a conftant bartering or trade; which trading as it makes them the 
better to live, fo it may tend not a little to the cultivating of their manners. They are 
a lfo very fafhionable in their cloaths, and the gentry want not their fine fluffs, fuch as 
Holland, Hamburgh, &c. do afford, fo that they are to be feen in as good an order and 
drefs as with us in the fouth: the boors, fifhers, and other country people alfo do go 
honeft-like and decent in their apparel, as becometh their ftation. 

They alfo have always been in repute for hofpitality, and indeed we have feen no 
other to contradict that which is fpoken fo much to their commendation and praife; for 
at any time when ive had occafion to vifit gentlemen, merchants, or others, we were 
always by them kindly entertained : and fo much are they faid to be given to this com¬ 
mendable piece of humanity, that if they do purchafe any thing from foreign merchants, 
which they put any value upon, fuch as wheat-bread, fome ftrong liquor, &c. even the 
country people will not ufe it themfelves, but referve it for the entertainment of ftran- 
gers. As for thofe old inhabitants of the Danifh blood, of whom it was faid, £t that they 
were feeining fair, but really falfe, and fuperlatively proud,” they are much worn out 
of this country ; and if at any time Ihips be driven alhore upon their coafts, the inhabi¬ 
tants ufe very kindly and humanely to treat the diftreffed company, of which humane 
treatment a lhip belonging to the Firth had a late experience, being broke on the coaft 
there in December Iaft,as fome of the {hip’s company informed me. Such a kind and 
generous reception merchants and mariners meet not with in many places upon which 
they are unhappily caft, from whom better things would be expected. In the matters 
of God and religion the body of the people are laid to be very ignorant, by thofe who 
know them better than we can be fuppofed to have had accefs to do, confidering the 
fliort time of our ftay and abode among them ; which may be imputed to their want of 
convenient fchools for the inftruftion of their youth in many places of the country; 
which alfo was affigned as the reafon why ignorance doth fo much prevail in the Ork¬ 
ney ifles; Which great evil, the mother and leader of many others, all lhould labour to 
redrefs as they are feverally called and concerned authority alfo interpofing their com¬ 
mand, and not denying their countenance and encouragement thereunto. 

^ et we muff fay, that the people do frequent the dilpenfing ofgolpel ordinances, and 
feem to hear with fome meafure of attention and reverence, and as appeared to us, not 
without fome ferioufnefs and concern upon their fpirits, which after hearing continued 
with fome, as we found by our converfe with them; which encouraged us to fet and 
keep up two week-day fermons at Lerwick during our ftay in the bounds, which the 
people thronged unto, thereby (hewing great refpea to the ordinances difpenfed by us ; 
fo that matters looked far oiherwife .than what was expected by ourfelves and many 
others before we came to this country. And indeed, after conference upon this head, 
all of us judged that if tilings were got put into a better order, and fome evils removed, 
which I forbear to mention, knowing that they will come under the cognizance and 
confideration of others, who are in a capacity to redrefs them, there might be a harvelt 
through grace. 

Although there be a Latin fchool at Kirkwal in Orkney, yet there is none in all this 
counity, winch cannot but be very prejudicial to the inhabitants, the advancement of the 
education of tsieir youth being thereby hindered, many promifmg and pregnant ingenys 
loft, and letters di icon raged $ for gentlemen are either obliged to keep their children 
at homeland fo they mult want that piece of learning which tends fo much to form and 
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pollfli their minds, and to complete them as gentlemen, or elfe fend them to other coun¬ 
tries where education is to be had, which many are averfe to do, not only becaufe of 
the charge and expence they will be at, but alio of the fear they will be in, in fending 
their children over fea, and keeping them fo long at fuch a diftance from them: As for 
chaplains, though they could be had, which would.be with difficulty in this corner, yet 
all gentlemen who have children to educate cannot well bear the charges of bringing 
them over from Scotland, and keeping them with them for fo long a rime: whereupon 
the minifters there are very defirous that the government may be addreffed for encou¬ 
ragement to fchool-mafters through the country, and particularly that a Latin fchool 
be fet up either at Lerwick or bcalloway. 

Englifit is the common language among them, yet many of the people fpeak Norfe, 
or corrupt Danifh, eipedally fuch as live in the more northern iflesj yea, fo ordinary 
is it in fomb places, that it is the fir ft language their children fpeak. Several here alfo 
fpeak good Dutch, even fervants, though they have never been out of the country, be¬ 
caufe of the many Dutch (hips which do frequent their ports. And there are fome who 
have fomething of all thefe three languages, Engliffi, Dutch, and Norfe. The Norfe 
hath continued ever fince the Norwegians had rbefe ifles in poffeHion ; and in Orkney 
(as hath been faid) it is not quite extinct, though there be by far more of it in Zetland, 
which many do commonly ufe. 

It is obfervable that the names of th defcendants of the old inhabitants differ from 
the names of others now numerous among them, for thefe only have a name without a 
firname, lave what is taken from their father’s name, and by adding fon or daughter 
thereunto, exemp. gra. Agnes Magnus daughter; her own name is Agnes, her father’s 
is Magnus, to which daughter is added, which is the whole denomination or defignation 
under which fuch a woman goes : fo Marion, Peter’s daughter ; Laurens, John’s fon, 
&c., which they fay is yet the Danifh way of expreffing and diftinguifhing names : and 
for further clearing, it there be two men or women of the fame name, they ufe alfo to 
defign them by the places where they ordinarily refide, as Agnes Magnus daughter in 
Trebifter, that fo (he may be dil'crimmated from another woman of the fame name living 
in another place. It is probable that hence flowed thefe firnames, fuch as Williamfon, 
Robertfon, Jamiefon, Davidfon, &c , which do abound with us in Scotland. In fome 
words alfo their pronunciation doth differ from that of ours.; as for inffance, they often 
ufe to leave out the letter h in their pronunciation, as if it did not belong to the word ; 
fo three they pronounce as tree, thou as tou or tit, &c. They have alfo fome Norifh 
words which they commonly ufe, which we underftood not till they were explained ; 
fuch as air, which fignifies a ‘and-bank ; oyje, an inlet of the fea ; voe, a creek, or bay, 
&G.: and thefe words are much ufed both in Zetland and Orkney. 

It would appear that he country is now much better inhabited than formerly fome 
ages ago it hath been; for we hear but of few who leave this country, having once fixed 
their abode therein, though there be many who have lately come to it from Orkney, 
Caithnefs, Sutherland, Buchan, and other places, efpecially in the north of Scotland : 
fo that in all Lerwick, the mofl confiderable town in the country, there are but very 
few whofe grand-fathers have lived in thole ifles. And in Lerwick itfelf, about thirty 
years ago, there were only four houfes, and fome years before there tvere none at all, 
though now there are between two and three hundred families in it. 

1 hough the ground be generally bad, and the climate cold, yet it is not unwholefome 
living here, as appears from the many vigorous old people that abound in the ifles, 
whofe health I think is rather more firm and found than with us; neither are they 
ii.u>lc to fuch frequent Jicknefs; whether this is to be imputed to the ffecnels and purity 
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of the air, or to the quality of their diet, or the fobriety of their living, or to all thefe 
and the like, I fliall not judge: yet they tell us they ufed to live much longer in former 
ages than now they do ; as of one Tairvile, who lived one hundred and eighty years, 
and all his time never drank beer or ale : his fonalfo and grand-children lived to a good 
old age, who feldom or nevcrdrank any other thing lave milk, water, and their coun¬ 
try-bland. It is laid alfo that this Tairvile’s father lived longer than hi mfelf , There 
was alfo one Laurentius, in the parilh of Waes, whofe heir-oyes do yet live there, who 
arrived at a great age, whom Buchanan mentionelh that he lived in his time, marrying 
a wife after the hundredth year of his age, and in the. one hundred and fortieth went a 
filhing with his little boat when the fea was tempefl uous. Salubritatisfirmitudo in Lau- 
rentio quodam nojira estate apparuit , qu't pojl cenieftinum annum uxorcm dwelt: centcjimuin 
quadr geftmum annum agens, fa<uiJfimo mare in fua navicula pifcatum prodibat: ac nupcr 
nulla hi gravioris morbi labefa£latus*fed fenio folutus dcccjfii. For l'urely as all Skilful phyfi- 
ciansdo grant there is nothing more conducive to the maintaining of a found and health¬ 
ful conllitution than a fober and regular diet; whereas they who liveotherwife, to fpeak 
with refpect to fecond caufes, do impair their health, and cut themfelves off'often in the 
inidft of their days; efpecially fuch as feed high, and indulge themfelves in drinking 
ftrong liquors, which tends to tllfe exhaufting of that natural and innate heat, the foun¬ 
tain of our animal life ; whereas it is obferved of all thefe who arrived at fuch a great 
age that they feldom, if ever, drank any ftrong liquor. 

There is no ficknefs or difeafe this country is more fubjcct unto than the fcurvy, as is 
Orkney likewife, which is occafioned doubtlefs by their fair-meats, filhes, upon which 
many for the molt part do live, fca-air, &c.: and fometimes this fcurvy degenerates into 
a kind of leprofy, which they call a Baftard-fcurvy, and is difcerned by hairs falling 
from the eye-brows, the nofe falling in, &c.; which when the people come to know, they 
feparate and fet them apart for fear of infection, building huts or little houfes for them 
in the field : I faw the ruins of one of thefe houfes about half a mile from Lerwick, 
where a woman was for feme years kept for this reafon. This baftard-leprofy they 
judge is caufcd by the many grey fifties, fuch as fillucks, piltocks, &c. which they eat ; 
for bread failing many of the people in rhe fuminer-time, that often for four or five 
months they will not latte thereof, thefe fifties are almolt their only meat, and efpcciallv 
the livers of thefe fillies, which are thought to be more unhealthful than the fifties them¬ 
felves, and they much incline to eat, do occafion this. The drinking alfo of hot bland 
(which is a kind of a ferum of milk, of which mere afterwards) together with thefe 
fifties, do beget fuch corrupt humoprs, to the di[tempering of the body. Thefe fcor- 
butic perfons are more ordinarily in Dunrofsn fc and Delton, and more rare in 
other places, and that becaufe they have more grey fifties in thefe two parilhes than in 
•others. 

And it hath been obferved often by the inhabitants, that when in holy providence any 
ficknefs cometh upon, or breakeih up in, the country, it uferh to go through them tike 
a plague ; fo that fince we came off the fraall-pox hath fiizeci upon many, both old and 
young, and was fo universal, that upon one Lord's day there were ninety prayed for in 
the church of Lerwick, all fick of the fame difeafe; whereas when we were there a few 
weeks before, there was not one that we knew fick thereof. They fay a gentlem ivs 
fon in the country who had lately gone from the fouth, and was under it when he came 
home, brought it with him, which very quickly Ip read among the people, the old as well 
as the young; and fo fad have been the defolating effefls thereof, that one told me 
who arrived here lately from the place, that he verily judgeth the third part of the 
people in many of the ifles are dead thereof. 
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Although many of the inhabitants have each their particular trades and employments 
wherein more efpecially they lay out them reives, and are taken up about, 5 et are 
all generally fome way acquainted with the fea, and can with fome dexterity an 1 
attained by experience manage their boats, not onlybecauie of tn.11 if 

from ifle to ifle, and noing over the voes or lochs which he in upon, and cut the M - 
land, but by reafon of their great fifhing, not only for their own ufe, but lor the uie of 
merchants who buy their fifhes, or give them the value in foreign commodities • hec 
moft of the inhabitants not only Have fome pafturage for their cattle, and lome coi n la 
about their houfes which they manure, but alfo their parts of boats for the end afore- 
faid. Yet there are many who follow no trade but their hilling. 

Befide their fifli trade with foreign merchants, they do likewife drive a great trade 
with Orkney, from which every year feveral boats do pafs to Zetland loaden with corns, 
meal, malt, be. upon the coming whereof they often wait for barlay-leed, though the 
lail year they had a confiderable crop, fo that the barley-feed was fown before tlie boats 
came over. The Orkney men alfo bring fometimes dockings, ale, and the like, which 
they know to be vendible here : hence every year confiderable fums of money go from 
Zetland to Orkney, and fome have told me that molt of the money they have in Orkney 
is from Zetland. So great is the advantage that thefe iiles do reap by their neighbourly, 
commerce with one another, for as Zetland could not well live without Orkney s corns, 
fo neither could Orkney be fo well without Zetland’s money. 

As Orkney have much of their money from Zetland, fo Zetland have all theirs from 
foreign nations and countries, whofe merchants traffic with them, as from Holland, 
Hamburgh, Breine, &c. The Dutch money doth ordinarily pafs among them, as lti- 
vers, half-divers, and fince the rates of the jnoney were raifed in Scotland, many here 
have been confiderable gainers by the ducket-douns, which is the fpecies of money that 
the Hollanders bring more ordinarily with them. 

The king’s rents are but the third part of what they are in Orkney; for though this 
country be by far greater and more fpacious than Orkney, yet it is nctfo well inhabited, 
neither is the ground fo good : thefe rents are paid to the taxmen in butter, oil, anti 
money; the oil is made of the livers of fifties, and is fent fouth for the making of foap, 
or is otherwife difpofed of, as may be mofl; advantageous. The bifliops had no ren.is 
from this country ; and, though it belongs to the diocefe of Orkney, and is a confider¬ 
able part of that charge, yet we did not hear that ever any of thefe foul pallors of their 
diocefes, as fome are pleafed to call them, vifited thefe bounds. 

There being fo little corn-land here, is the caufe why none of the revenues of the 
crown are paid in meal or corns, whereas in Orkney it is far otherwife, as hath been 
faid ; for any corn-land they have is ordinarily but a few ridges nigh to the coafts, for 
at any diftance from the fea, and in many places alfo nigh unto it, there is nothing but 
a mofTy and mountainous defert covered with hadder, and only fome places pleniflied with 
a few kine, fheep, or iJiel ties, though in other places you will go fome miles and fee none. 
This mofs an&nioor, which fo much aboundeth, renders travelling very dangerous, even 
to the natives themfelves, and fo deep is it in many places and that in the fummer and 
droughty feafon, that horfes cannot pafs it, and men on foot not without difficulty and 
hazard : as in the ifle of Yell the minifter, in going to the church from his houfe, is 
obliged to go on foot eight miles ahnolt wading up to the knees. And indeed the eafieft 
and fafeft way of travelling is by fea in boats about the Hurts of the ifles, which alfo is 
not without danger. 

And though the greateft part of this country be thus mofiy and moorilh, yet there are 
fotne pleafant fpots in it well furnifhed with grafs and corn, as nigh to Scalloway, 
vol. hi. 5 f Uftnefs, 
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Ufhiefs, &c. in the Mainland, fotne places in the parifhes of Dunroffnefs alfo on the 
main, in the ifle of Unit, &c. Hence fome years they will have twenty-fold of increafe, 
but this is more rare, for at other times, in feveral places, they will fcarce have the 
double of their feed. They make much ufe of barley-bread, which appears to be fairer 
than their oar-bread, for their barley they take to be the belt grain, it agreeing better with 
the ground then oats. And as if is in Orkney fo is it here, if any white corn be brought 
unto the country for feed, it will foon degenerate and become like their own. 

I think the kine and Iheep are of a greater fize, than they are in Orkney, though'their 
horfes be of a lefs; as for the Iheep I take them to be little lefs than they are in many 
places of Scotland; they lamb not fo foon as with us, for at the end of May their lambs 
are not come in feafon; their harveft alfo is much later, for they judge it very early if 
they get their corns in againft the middle of October; they obierve that our feafons 
will be two months before theirs, but I do not think they differ fo much. 

If their flieep were well kept, it would be very pleafant to behold them in flocks, they 
being of divers colours; fome of a pied, others of a brown, others of a brown and white, 
others of a black colour, fome alfo have black fpraings on their backs, others on their 
foreheads ; and fome fay they have as great a number of black flieep as they have of 
white ; which diverfity of colours would render them very beautiful, if they were taken 
due care of ; for they neither waili nor clip their flieep, nor have they any flieers for 
that end, but pull the wool off them with their hands; which as it is painful to the 
beafls, fo it makes them look not fo well favoured, but like there with us, wtiofe wool 
is fcratched with briars or thorns. 

Their ordina’-y drink is milk or water, or milk and water together, or a drink which 
they call Bland, molt common in the country, though not thought to be very whole* 
fome ; which fo they make up, having taken away the butter from their churned milk, 
as Iikewife the thicker parts of this milk which remains after the butter is taken our, 
they then pour in fome hoc water upon the ferum, whey, or the thinner part of the 
milk in a proportion to the milk. Which being done, they make ufe of it for their 
drink, keeping fome for their winter provifion: and this drink is fo ordinary with 
them, that there are many people in the country who never faw ale or beer in all their 
lifetime ; the ale is rare among them, they making bread of much of their barley-grain, 
but the Hamburgh beer both fmall and ftrong is to be had in plenty, though at a good 
rate, fix fliillings or eight fhillings our pint; which beer and other liquors, as alfo wheat- 
bread the Hamburghers bring with them in the month of May for fale, hence fome- 
times liquors, as beer, ale, &c. cannot be had for money, till the Hamburghers 
bring it. 

The great confluence of ftrangers makes kine, flieep, hens, and almoll all victuals to 
fell at a greater rate than in Orkney, for often when the bullies are here, they will give 
double or triple fora iheep, or a hen, than it is to be bought in Orkney fer ■ for the 
Hollanders with their bufhes being numerous on thefe coafts, they fend fometimes 
afliore to buy freih meats, which if to be had, they will not want for the price. 

They have fowls, efpecialty lea-fowls, in great plenty, which do frequent the rocks, 
holms, See, which they take as they do in Orkney, and are very beneficial to the pro¬ 
prietors. There are alfo many eagles, which do great prejudice and hurt to the 
country ; for the Iambs they will lift up in their claws, and take whole to their nefts, 
and falling down upon the iheep, they fix one foot on the ground and the other on the 
ft cep’s back, which they having fo apprehended, they firft pick out their eyes, and 
then ufe the carcafes as they pleafe. All forts of duck and drake, dunter-geefe, cleck- 
geefe, ember-geefe, &c, they have as in Orkney. 
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They have many crows, but neither here nor in Orkney are they of that colour which 
they are of with us; for their heads, wings, and tail, only are black, but their back 
and bread from the neck to the tail are of a grey colour, and the country people look 
upon it as a bad omen, when black crows come to thefe ifles, they portending that a 
famine will Ihortly enfue. 

There are many conies in fome places, but no hares, neither are there any moor- 
fowls, which are numerous in Orkney ; fome fay that a few from Orkney have been 
brought over for trial, but they could not live here: no paddocks or frogs are to be 
feen,°thouph many in Orkney. Neither are there any rats to be found, except in 
fome ifles, and thefe are greater than ordinary, and thought to come out of hups, when 
riding at anchor nigh to the fhore, but they have mice m abundance. Neither are 
there are any venomous creatures in thefe ifles. They have many otters, one of which 
was fc tamed that it frequently ufed to bring fifties out of the fea to a gentleman s houle 
in Halkafhie, as one told me who knew the truth thereof. 

They have a fort of little horfes called Ihehies, than which no other 1 are to be had it 
not brought hither from other places; they are of a lei's fize than the Orkney horfes, 
for feme will be but nine, others ten nives or hand-breadths high, and they will be 
thought big horfes there if eleven ; and although fo fmall yet are they full of vigour and 
life, and fome not fo high as others often prove to be the Itrongeft, yea there are iorae 
whom an able man can lift up in his arms, yet will they carry him and a woman behind 
him eight miles forward and as many back: fummer or winter they never come into 
a houfe, but run upon the mountains in fome places in flocks, and if at any time in 
winter the ftorm be fo great that they are ftraitened for food, they will come down from 
the hills, when the ebb is in the fea, and eat the fea-ware, (as likewife do the (beep;) which 
winter ftorm and fcarcity of fodder puts them out of cafe, and bringeth them fo very- 
low, that they recover not their ftrength till about St. John’s mafs-day, the 24th of 
June, when they are at their bell;: they will live till a confiderable age, as twenty-fix, 
twenty-eight, or thirty years, and they will be good riding in twenty-four, efpecially they 
will be the more vigorous and live the longer, if they be four years old before they be 
put to work. Thefe of a black colour are judged to be the moft durable, and the pied 
often prove not fo good; they have been more numerous than now they are; the beft 
of them are to be had in Sanfton and Efton, alfo they are good in Waes and Yell, 
thefe of the lead fize are in the northern ifles of Yell and Unft. 

The coldnefs of the air, the barrennefs of the mountains on which they feed, and their 
hard ufage may occafion them to keep fo little, for if bigger horfes be brought into the 
country, their kind within a little time will degenerate; and, indeed, in the prefent 
cafe we may fee the wifdoin of Providence, for their way being deep and mofly in 
many places, thefe lighter horfes come through when the greater and heavier would 
fink down : and they leap over ditches very nimbly, yea up and down rugged mofly 
braes or hillocs with heavy riders upon them, which I could not look upon but with 
admiration, yea I have feen them climb up braes upon their knees, when otherwife 
they could not get the height overcome, fo that our horfes would be but little if at all 
ferviceable there. 

The great filhing which they have upon the coafts makes the place definable to the 
natives, and to be frequented by ftrangers, it excelling any other place of the King of 
Britain’s dominions for herring, white and grey fi filing; the white filhing they call the 
killin and ling; &c. their grey the filluks and feths; there are alfo fbmetimes very ftrange 
fifties here to be found, as about twenty-four years ago there came a great number of 
fmall thick fifties into a voe on the fouth-fide of Nefton; they were of a golden colour, 
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very pleafant to behold, they were about the bignefs of an ordinary trout, and all of art 
equal fize ; they being very numerous, the country made much ufe of them, who judged 
them very favoury, taking like a turbot; and never before or fince that time were thefe 
fifths feen in thefe feas, as my informer an old gentleman could remember. Their tulk 
is a rare fifh but more ordinary with them, of which more when we come to fpeak of 
their fifhing. Alfo many rare fhells are to be found on the eoalts, but we had not 
time to inquire and look after them. 

Through the ifles for fewel they have good peats in abundance, though in fome 
places they are at a diftance from them, as thofe who live in the Skerries are obliged 
to bring them from other ifles, as from Whalfey, and the paflfage being dangerous many 
boats are caft away with them; fome alfo living in Dunrofndfs are at a lofs this way, 
they not having the mofs at hand, as generally they have in other places on the Main. 
Much broken timber alfo is driven afhore upon thefe ifles, fo that the inhabitants of the 
Skerries truft the one half of their provifion to this driven timber, and broken fliips 
in great quantity often caft afhore, partly through the many fhips that fplit on thefe 
ifles, and partly as the wreck of fhips cart away at fome diftance, which is brought 
here by the ebb from Norway, or other places lying to the eaft of Zetland, 

There are no trees in this country more than in Orkney ; we faw fome old white 
and weather-beaten flocks (landing in Scalloway ; for whatever reafons may be alledged 
for trees not growing in Orkney, far more do I judge they will hold in Zetland, both 
with refpett to the air and to the foil ; there are alfo at Scalloway fome goofe and 
rizzer-berry bufhes, which ufe every year to be laden with fruit, which are a great rarity 
in this place of the world* 

Many excellent herbs are found growing here, though little known or made ufe of : 
a certain EngUfh phyfician and fkilled botanift who was at Lerwick fome years ago, 
told our lioft, that there were many choice and rural herbs here not to be found in 
England* They have much fcurvy-grafs, ; God fo ordering it in his wife providence 
that juxta venenum nafcitur aniidotum^ that feeing the fcurvy is the common difeafe of 
the country, they fhould have the remedy at hand. 

There is here much lime-ftone, (though for aught I heard not to be found in Orkney,) 
which in fome places they have but lately come to the knowledge of, as in Unit but 
about four years fince, and in other places they know not yet how to ufe it; the 
parifh of Tingwal (they fay) ccnfifts almoft of lime-ftone, they having few if any other 
ft ones than fuch. 

The ftones wherewith they build are generally broad, and like fiag-ftones ; by reafon 
of which figure and fhape the ftones lying the more eafily, the builders are at lefs trouble 
in fitting them for the wall; and I have obferved that in fome houfes there is Utile 
lime, clay, or any fuch thing for cementing of the building, which renders their dwell¬ 
ing fo much the colder, the piercing air parting through between the chinks of the 
ftones, which they have no need of under this cold and airi/h climate. But fome of 
thefe houfes they may defignedly fo build, that the wind may have free paffage through 
them for drying of their limes, which houfes fome call fkeos. 

z There are feveral fuperftitious cuftoms and practices w f hich the more ignorant people 
follow, fome of which we will have occafion to note in the fequel of this difeourfe, 
but not fo many did we hear of, as, there in Orkney. But I hope the vigilance and 
diligence of our church in infpedting thefe ifles, and putting all to their duty, will prove 
a bldTed mean, in the hand of God, for the eradicating and utter aboliihing of thefe re¬ 
licts of paganifin and idolatry. 
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Sailing about theft coafts is often very dangerous, whence the! 
to many of the inhabitants. While we were there in the month of May a boat was 
eft away going by the fhore to Dunrofihefs, and a man and-his lifter therein penflied, 
and another man 'in her was faved by getting upon the keel of the boat; and iome- 
times boats are caft away when not one faved. About the lfles are many blind roc ^.s, 
which the natives fometimes unhappily hill and break upon, either through a mi a e, 
or the Se and wind driving them upon them : at other times the wind riling caufeth 
the Tea fo to fwell that the waves breaking upon their final!I boats are ready to oveifet 
them and fometimes do: alfo though the winds be not io lirong, there wdl come 
flans and blafts off the land as to their fwiftnels and furpnlal lomethmg like 
canes, which beating with a great impetus or force upon their fails, overturns the boat, 
and in a moment hurries them into eternity: by fuch a flan the Laird o. Munas, a gen¬ 
tleman in this country is Laid to have perilhed the former year 1699, when within fight 
of his own houfe, and all that were in the boat with him, faid to be nine or ten perfons, 
lave one fervant who efcaped upon the keel. I remember that night we came to 
the land of Zetland our feamen thought fit in their prudence not to fad too nigh the 
land for fear of fuch flans. " O to be as watchmen on our towers, looking out and 

waiting 1 for the Lord*s coming. ,, r 

For this caufe it is, that during the winter feafon they have ordinarily converie or 
commerce with none, except that flfips be driven in by ftrefs of weather } tor the open 
boats dare not come, and the clofe-decked not without danger, the lea commonly at 
that time being fo tempeftuous, the tides and roufts fo rapid, that they threaten all 
who come near them with being fwallowed up : therefore it is, as they tell us, that 
from October till April or May, they ordinarily fee no ftrangers, nor know any news, 
which makes the winter fo much the longer and wearilome unto them : an inuance 
whereof we had s that the late Revolution, when his Highneis the Prince of Change oui 
prefect King, was pleafed to come over to ailert our liberties, and deliver us from out 
fears falling out in the winter, it was May thereafter before they heard any thing of it; 
and that firft they fay from a fifiierman, whom fome would have had arraigned before 
them, and impeached of high treafon becaufe of his news, as Ibme did inform us. 

Their country lying very open, and in many places but thinly inhabited, expofeth them 
to the hoftile incurfions of pirates in a time of war, as of late the French did much in- 
feft their coafts, fome of their men landing did by (hot kill their kine and flieep, and 
take them away with them j yea fometimes they ipared not the churches, but laciilegi- 
oufly robbed them, pulling down the timber thereof, as feats, &c. and taking them lor 
burnwood; fo they did to a church in North Mevan. But they never came into Brafla 
Sound, left they had been locked up within land, winds turning contrary. 

In the month of June they have a clear light all the night over, for at the darkeft 
hour thereof, you will fee clearly to read a letter j the fun fetteth between ten and 
eleven at ni“ht, and rifeth between one and two in the morning, but tor this they have 
fo much the" fliorter day and longer night in the winter. 

Chap. VII .—A particular View is given of the feveral Parijhes , and mojl confiderable lfles 

in Zetland. 

THUS far having conftdered the ftate of the country in general, we come next to take 
fome particular view of the ifles, which that I may the better and more methodically do, 
I fliall lay before my reader the feveral parifhes, with fome brief defeription of the prin¬ 
cipal Ifles thereunto belonging, For as to the number of the ifles, I never heard an ex- 

aft 
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a£t account given thereof, there being many of them finally wherein, is only a family or 
two, and fo but little noticed. 

The firlt is the parifli of Dimroffnefs on the Mainland to the fouth, and is the parifh 
which lies next to Orkney and Scotland, wherein are three churches, in which their 
minister performeth divine fervice, Crofs-Kirk, Sanwich, and Fair Ifle; in this parifh 
are feveral very good voes or harbours commodious for Ihips to ride in. In this there is 
alfo much corn land, there ground bearing thericheft grain, in many places not fo moffy 
and covered over with heath, as other pariflies are, which makes them to have lefs fuel, 
though more corn. Much of the land here is fanded, and the fea almoft yearly gaineth 
fomething on the lower parts thereof; the land lying fo low and fandy in many places, 
is convenient for conies, which abound here about the nefs or fouthemmoft point of 
land. In this parifli, there is a great fifiling, this fouthernmoft point hath two heads, 
Swinburgh Head, and Fitwails Head, two high rocks feen by mariners coming from the 
fouth at a great diftance, which when difeovered they direct their courfe towards them. 

To the north-weft of the Nefs lies St. Ninian's ifle, very pleafant; wherein there is a 
chapel and an altar in it, whereon fome fuperftitious people do burn candles to this day. 
Some take this ifle rather to be a kind of peninfula, joined to rhe main by a bank of 
land, by which in an ebb people may go in the ifle, though fometimes not without dan- 
ger. ■ 

The Fair Ifle belongeth to this parifli, lying eight leagues or twenty-four miles to the 
fouth, or fouth and hy eaft of Swinburgh Head, by Buchanan it is called inf. da be!la, the 
pleafant or pretty ifle. Though 1 do judge fair may be as well taken properly as appei- 
larively, for the ifle Faira or Fara, there being another ifle lying to the north of this 
which they call North Faira which relates to another Faira by fouth ; now there is no 
Me lying to the fouth of this North Faira, which hath any name that can be interpreted 
Faira, but this Fair Ifle. Moreover I neither did fee, nor was I informed of any thing, 
that afford us any reafon why this ifle ftiould be fo appellatively taken and denomina¬ 
ted belfo or Fair. This Fair ifle rifeth high above the waters, and is feen by mariners at 
a great diftance j it is about a mile and a half long from fouth to north, and nigh to a 
mile in breadth, the fide thereof towards the weft is a continued ragged rock from one 
end to another, always beat upon by the impetuous currents ofafwel ling fea; above this 
weft fide is the craig which they call the Sheep Craig, whereon there are no houfesnor 
com land, but flieep ufe to feed: the fide, lying to che eaft, is lower, declining towards 
the fea; there are in it two harbours, one upon the northern end, looking to Zetland, 
and another towards rhe fouthern point, but fliips or boats do not ordinarily refort there¬ 
unto, if not put to it, and better cannot do, for fo it hath been a fafe fhelter and refuge 
to many. 

There ufe to be about ten or twelve families in it, but now they fay death hath almoft 
depopulated the ifle, the fmall pox having lately raged there, and fwept away two thirds 
of the inhabitants, fo that there is not a fuffieient number fpared to manage their fifhing- 
boats ; that gentleman’s fon, above-mentioned, having touched here in his way to Zet¬ 
land. They have good pafturage for flieep and kine, and fome corn land, and are very 
hofpital and kind. Their ininifter ufeth to vifit them once in the year, in the fummer 
time, and flaying with them about a month, preaching, baptizing their children and 
doing other parts of his paftoral work ; after which he returning to Zetland, they are 
without public ordinances till the next year’s revolution. 

I he hawks, they fay, which are to be had in the Fair Ifle, are heft in Britain, which 
ufe to fly to Zetland or Orkney for their prey, thefe being the neareft lands, and fome- 
*ime$ they will find moor fowls in their nefts, which they behoved to bring from Ork¬ 
ney, 
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ney, feeing there are none in Zetland, and the neareft ifle they could have them in was 
Stronza or Weftra, which is between forty and fifty miles of fea, over which at one 
flight they mull carry thefe fowls to their nefls. 

Many (hips ufe to cruife about this Fair Ifle in the fummer time, and by it the Hol¬ 
land’s fleet going to or coming from the Eaft-Indies, ufe to pafs, though fometimesas in 
the late wars they failed by thanorth of Zetland, that they might be more free of danger. 
Ships alfo going to or coming from Norway or the eaft fea frequently pafs this way, 
when wind ferveth them fo to do: and this Fair Ifle being feen by them at fourteen or 
fixteen leagues diftance, in a clear day it is as a myth or mark for directing their courfes. 

The fecond is the parifh of Tingwall, lying on the eaft of the main to the north of 
Dunroflhefs, wherein are four churches, Tingwall, Whitenefs, Wifedale and Lerwick, 
but the minifter ufeth not to preach by turns at Lerwick, as he doth at his other three 
churches, he not finding himlelf obliged fo to do, it being but built lately at the ex¬ 
pence of the inhabitants, however fometimes he hath fermon there, and baplizeth their 
children. Lenvick in this parifh is now become the principal town in the country, lying 
on the eaft of the main at Brafi’a Sound, over againfl: the ifle of Brafia. 

Lerwick is more than half a mile in length, lying fouth and north upon the fide of the 
found, and will confifl of between two and three hundred families, it is but within thefe 
few years, that it hath arrived to fuch a number of houfes and inhabitants. It is become 
fo confiderable, becaufe of the many fhips which do yearly frequent the Sound, whereby 
merchants and tradefmen are encouraged to come and dwell in this place, and not for 
the pleafantnefs of its fituation, or the fertility of the country about, for it is built upon a 
rocky piece of ground, wherein they can h'ftve no ftreet, but a kind of a narrow pafTage 
before their doors, betwixt them and the Sound, which in fome places will not admit of 
two men’s going in a breaft, and at the back of the town there is a hill of black mofs, 
wherein they call their pites, which in fome places cometh to their very doors, and no 
corn land is there about it, fave a little within the caftle, for near a mile of way. 

Many of their houfes are very commodious to dwell in, mod of them being two ftoriefi 
high, and well furnifhed within, their inhabitants confift of merchants, tradefmen, and 
fifliers, who keep up a good trade with foreigners, from whom they buy much of their 
domeftic provision, fome of them are perfons of a confiderable flock, which they have 
many ways to improve for their advantage. They are very civil and kind, of an oblig¬ 
ing temper, which we had the experience of, during our abode among them; there are 
but few begging poor to be feen here, or in any place of the country, where we had oc- 
cafion to be ; there being a great flore of finall fifhes, for the fupply of their neceffity. 

They have upon their own charges built a convenient church, at the back of the 
middle of the town, and furnifhed it with good feats high and low ; they are at prefenta 
part of the parifh of iingwall, but very defirous to be disjoined, and erected into a parifh 
by themfelves, that fo they may enjoy a minifter of their own : for the promoting of which 
good work, they are moll willing according to their ability to contribute for the fettling 
of a fund for a ftipend to a minifter, but not being in a capacity to give all, they refolved 
to make application to the government, for to have fome allowance out of the revenues 
of the bifhopric of Orkney, or other wife as the wifdoni of the government Ihould fee 
meet, fo that there may be a competency made up. 

Upon their application to us, we judging itmoft convenient, yea neceflary, that this 
town, with fome of the adjacent country fhould be eroded into a parifh, cherifhed this 
their pious defign; telling them, that we intended to recommend it to the commiflion 
of the general aflembly: that they may interpofe with the lords and other honourable 

members 
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members of the rerpeftive judicatories, before whom this affair (hall come, for the better 
effeftuating the fame. For the town itfeif is confiderable, and the principal one in the 
country much frequented by the gentry ; as alfo by ftrangers, in the rummer time. 
And their minifter preaching' feldom here, they are ordinarily deftitute of gor P el ordi¬ 
nances ; the people fcarce being able, in- the fummer feafon, and almoft impoflible for 
them in the winter, to travel to the next church, where their nuniftei pteacheth - it 
being about four miles diftance from them, of exceeding bad way, as we knew when 
we did perambulate the bounds. Which want of ordinances maketh their cafe very fad 
and deplorable ; it nurfeth ignorance, occafioaeth much fin, efpecially horrid profa¬ 
nation of the Lord’s Day by ftrangers as well as by inhabitants; and doth effeaually 
obftrua the converfion of fouls ; preaching of the word being a fpecial means of con¬ 
vincing and converting finners, and building them up in holinefs and comfort through 

faith unto falvation. ... . 

At the north end pf the town is the cattle or citadel of Lerwick, begun to be built m 
the time of the Dutch war anno 1665 ; by workmen lent by authority from Scotland, 
for that end, but the work was never perfected, the workmen returning home anno t 667. 
At that time alfo three hundred foldiers were fentover, for the defence of thfe country, 
againft the hoflile incurfions of the Hollanders, and were quartered in places near to the 
fort, who like wife returned home about the fame time with the workmen : the garri- 
fon could do much to command the Sound (for then there was no town here) fo that 
none durft land nigh unto them ; the walls are yet in a good condition, high in fome 
places without, but filled up with earth within, whereon they railed their cannon ; in 
the weakeft part of the wall towards the noeth, there hath been a fally-port, dangerous 
to attack, by reafon of a deep ditch before it, fed by a fpring, into which the gavrifon 
by cunning artifices might endeavour to draw the enemy, who, by the ft rat a gems of war 
thus being brought on'and enfnared, did incontinently fink down into the Sound below 
them at the foot of the hill, whereupon the caftle is fituated : - within the walls is a houfe 
of guard, which hath been two ftories high, burnt by the Dutch, after that our foldiers 
had left the fort. Upon the walls towards the Sound are {landing three iron cannons, 
one a fix, another a feven, and a third a ten-pounder, not left by thefe who kept garri- 
fon, but fince that time within thefe thirty years taken out of the fea nigh to Whalfey, 
a fliip of force there being call away about eighty years before, which guns the inhabi¬ 
tants of Lerwick lately mounted upon the walls of the caftle, whereby they might be in 
a capacity to defend themfelves againft the French privateers, who at any time fliould 
come up the Sound and affault them. 

Between Lerwick and the ifle of Biaffa on theeafl Heth a pleafant bay or found, com¬ 
monly called Brafi'a Sound, famous for its being fo fafe a road for fhips to anchor and 
ride in, and that in the greateft florin, being inclofcd with land on every fide, except 
the entry thereunto from ihe fouth, which is half a mile broad, but within the found as 
at Lerwick it is a mile ; it hath another narrow p^ffage at the north end of it, but dan¬ 
gerous to go out or in at, becaufe of fome blind rocks therein. This found is the or¬ 
dinary place to which the Holland bufhes do relort in time of herring filhing, who, be¬ 
fore they put out their nets, (which mutt not be, according to a law they have among 
themfelves, before the 24th of June,) ufe to come here and put themfelves fhips and 
tiers in order, and the time by them appointed being come, they all go to fea together, 
fifhing near to this land: fometimes there have been feen in the Sound two thouland, 
or two thoufand two hundred fail at once, and every year fome hundreds as five, fix, or 
feven hundred. Yea fometimes fo thick do the fhips lie in the found, that they fay men 

might 
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might go from one fide of ihe found to the other, ftepping from (hip to fliip ; and du¬ 
ring their fifliing they will come in to the found for frefh water, or oilier necefiary 
provifion, and return to fea again. 

To this parifli of Tingwal alfo helongeth Scalloway, lying on the wefi fide of the 
Mainland, four mites, which is the breadth of the country in that place from Lerwick. 
It was formerly the chief town in the country, and the feat of the prdbytery, enjoying by 
far a pleafanter filiation than Lerwick, about which is good grafs and corn, and fome 
meadow, betwixt which and the church of Tingwal is the Strath of Tingwal, two miles 
of hard, even, and plcafant way ; they fay about Scalloway is as pleafant a fpot as is in 
all this country. In all the towns there will be fcarce eighty crone hundred perfons, 
there not being fuch encouragement by trade to live here as at Lerw ick. 

At the eaft or fouth-caft end of the town (lands the caftle of Scalloway, built anno 
1600, by Patrick Earl of Orkney, foil to Robert Stewart alfo Earl of Orkney, who 
built the palace of Birfa formerly mentioned : above the gates, as we enter into the 
houfe, there is this inferiptien, Pairkhu Orchadia id Zcihmdm Comes, and below the in- 
feription this diftich, Cujus fundamen fanum eji domus ilia manebit; Labi Use contra, ft Jit 
arena per it. That houfe whofe foundation is on a rock (hall ft and; but if the fand it 
Iliad fall. The reafon of the infeription is reported to be this: the Earl greatly op- 
preffed both Orkney and Zetland; and particularly at the building of this houfe, his 
hand lay very heavy on the poor people, by caufiug them in great numbers to be em¬ 
ployed about the building, which could not but divert them from their ordinary work, as 
(idling, &c. whereby they provided fuftenance for themfelves and families. After this, 
one Mr. Pitcairn, minifter of North Mevan, faid to be a godly and zealous man, coming 
to pay his refpefts to the Earl, the Earl defiled him to coinpofe a verfe, which he might 
put upon the frontifpiece of his houfe ; from this the minifter took occafion to lay be¬ 
fore the Earl his great fin of opprefiion, upon which the Earl’s anger was incenfed, and 
in his rage he threatened him with imprifonment. However the Earl afterwards coming 
to fome compofure of fpirit, Mr. Pitcairn faid unto him. Well if you will have a verfe, I 
(hall give you one from exprefs words of holy feripture, Luke vi; which verfe the Earl 
being pleafed with,caufedit to be inscribed on the lintel above the gate, with Luke vi. added 
to the verfe, the minifter thereby infinuatirtg that this houfe could not ftand long, having 
fuch a fandy foundation as opprefiion. As indeed neither did it, for (hortly after the 
Earl being beheaded, the houfe was not taken care of, and is now become ruinous. 

And herein the wife providence of God may be obferved, that as the infeription on 
the gate of the palace of Birfa in Orkney did hold forth the ambition of the father, fo 
this infeription on the gate of the caftle of Scalloway in Zetland did (hew the opprefiion 
of the fon; and though it may be many years fince the death of them both, yet the 
very houfes built by them, to make their honour and grandeur to appear, do yet ftand 
to their difhonour and infamy, and in a manner do bear witnefs againft them : fo truly 
verified in them, is that feripture, “ That though the inward thoughts of great men 
be that their houfes (hall continue for ever, and their dwelling places to all generations ; 
neverthelefs they being in honour and not underflanding, are like the beads that perifli. 
And the righteous fliall be in everlafting remembrance: but the name of the wicked 
(hall rot.” 

The houfe or caftle is three (lories high befide kitchens and wardrobe, and hath in it 
many excellent chambers, and other apartments with their feveral conveniences; alfo there 
hath been much good painting, fome of which is yet to be feen, though much defaced ; 
the chambers are high between floors, but efpecially the gallery or dining-room : in the 
kitchen there is a well in the fide of a wall, the water whereof is very good though 
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little ufed : the flates have for the moft part fallen from the roof, and are daily falling 
with every ftorm, fo that the timber, much of which is yet very good and frtfli, is be¬ 
ginning to rot anti confume, by the rain falling through the houie from floor to floor. 

A he ftone walls are yet in a good condition, they being eonfiderably thick; in the build¬ 
ing are many free-ftones, as lintels, jams, ike. which they fay were brought from Scot¬ 
land, I give a more particular account of this houfe, becaule built in this country, and 
to fliew how tranfient, pafling, and perifhmg, the glory and riches of 'he world are. In 
this caftle of Scalloway fame Engliih ioidiers for fame time kept garrifon, when their 
army was in Scotland. 

Ihe church of Vv ifdale, which belongetb to this parlfh,is much frequented by the fu- 
perftidous country people, who light candles therein, drop money in and about it, go 
on their bare knees round it, and to which in their ftraits and ficknefs they have their re- 
courfe, yea fome are fo filly as to think, that if they be in any diftrefe, though not at this 
church, yet if they turn their faces to it, God vfill hear them. One of the juftices told 
ns, that though they have kid out themfelves to get thefe fuperilitious conceits eradicat¬ 
ed, yet they cannot get it altogether efFe£fuated, but dill they continue among the peo¬ 
ple- A tninifler aifo told me, that it was much frequented by women, who, when they 
defire to marry, went to this church making their vows and faying their prayers there, 
fo alluring themfdves that God would caufe men come in fuit of them j but this is not 
now fo much in ufe as formerly. 

Before Scalloway lieth a little ifle called Troudra two or three miles long, wherein are 
a few families. 

The third parifli is Nefton to the eaft of the Main, to which belongs four churches, 
two on the main, and other tw r o in ifies ; in Nefton is good harbouring and many grey 
fifties. 

1 o the north-call lies the Ifle of Whalfey, wherein is a church, it is about three miles 
long and as many broad. Here are great rats and very numerous, which do infeft the 
ifle, deftroying their corns and other goods. 

From Whalfey to the eaft ties the Skerries, feveral broken ifles, wherein is a 
church, here are two good harbours, but dangerous to enter, by reafon of rocks that 
lie before them, but when in, fhips will ride very fafely: there are no pites in them, 
but many fliips being caft away upon them, the inhabitants make ufe of the wreck for 
bum-wood, and alfo bring fome pites from Whalfey. Here was caft away that great 
and rich ftup, called the Carmckn of Amfterdam, anno 1664, when the war was between 
us and the Hollanders, computed to the value of 3,000,000 of guilders, wherein were 
fome chcfts of coined gold (of which more above in our defeription of Orkney,) and 
none of the men, as they report, were faved but four, who were on the top-maft, dif- 
covering the land \ but before they could give timely advertifement to the captain, the 
ihip ft ruck on a lock, and the malt breaking by the deck, the top thereof fell on one of 
the (kernes, and fo thefe four men perifhed not with the reft of their company ; they 
fay for twenty days after the inhabitants of the Skerries drank liberally of the ftrong 
hquors driven oh fhore in calks. It is faid this Ihip fo richly laden was bound for the 
Eaft Indies* 

In the way from BralTa Sound to Nefton, lies the blind rock called the Unicorn, the 
top whereof is fipin at alow ebb, upon which the Ihip called the Unicorn was caft away, 
wherein was William Kircaldy of Grange, who, purfuing the Earl of Bothwell, followed 
mm io dole, that they were within gun (hot of one another, but Both well coming firffc 
through Brafla Sound got in a pilot, which Grange negkaing to do, they both failed: 
through the northern paflage of Brafla Sound j and BothweFs pilot having a great re¬ 
ward 
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ward promifed him, if they fliould efcape, ran down by the fide of this rock upoii which 
the Unicorn did fpilr, and fo Botbwel got free of the danger he was in, by this hot 
purfuit. It is moil dangerous failing among thefe ifles without a pilot* - 

The fourth parifli is Delton on the Main, wherein are two churches, it lieth north-eaft 
and fouth-eaft; here are many grey fifhes taken, whereas m the northern ifles of Unit 
and Yell they lay out themfelves more for the taking of white nib, as killing, ling, 

On the ea£t lies FHholm, to the north-eafi Little Rue, and on the well Meikle Rue, 
eight miles long, and two miles broad, wherein a good harbour. All thefe ifles have 

their own advantages. . 

The fifth is Sanding and Efting lying on the Main between Delton and \\ aes wherein 

are two kirks, one in Sanding and another in Efting, The way in this parifli is veiy 
bad, and the people are find to be among the pooreft and naughtieft in all the country } 
here is good paflure for flieep, and the bell wool; as alfo the bell Ihelties. 

Nigh to Sanfting and Efting lie feveral Email pleafant ifles, Vemantrie, a pleafant ifle 
full of harbours, Oxney, Papa Little, Hildeflia, &c. 

The fixth is Waes on the main to the well, to it belongs four churches, one in Waes. 
another in Sandnefs, the third in the ifle of Papa-flour, and the fourth in the ifle of 
Fowla. To the fouth of "Waes lieth the ifle of Vaila, wherein a cat will not live, of 
which more afterwards. 

The ifle of Papa-ftour is faid to be the pleafanteft little ifle in all thisfoountry, two miles 
long, and well furnijflied with fuel, grafs, corn, rabbity &c. In it are four good har¬ 
bours, one to the fouth, two to the north, and one to the weft, nigh to this ifle lies the 
Lyra Skerries, fo called, becaufe the lyres (thefe fat fowls, fpoken of in our defcription 
of Orkney,) do frequent this Skerrie. 

Foula lies about eighteen miles weft from the Main, it is about three miles long, 
wherein a high rock feen at a great diftance I have heard fay, that in a calm and 
clear day, they will fee it from Orkney : there is only one place in it for harbouring, 
which if you do not hit, you will be driven to the fea, what by wind and tide. Their 
corn land is all in one end of it; and the inhabitants live mod by fowls and eggs, which 
are very numerous, and they are the bed climbers of rocks in all the country. 

Thefeventh is North-Mevan on the Main lying to the north, wherein are three kirks, 
Hilfwick, Oloberry and North-Rhae, they report, the people of this parifli to be dif- 
creet and civilized, beyond their neighbouring pariflies; which, under God, is owing 
to the labours of Mr. Hercules Sinclair, fametime minifter there, reputed to be zealous 
and faithful: he, in his zeal againft fuperftition, razed Crofs-Eirk, in this parilh ; be¬ 
caufe the people fuperftitioufly frequented it: and when demolifhed,behind the place 
where the altar flood, and alfo beneath the pulpit, were found feveral pieces of filver in 
various fhapes, brought thither as offerings by affliQed people, fome being in the form 
of a head, others of an arm, others of a foot, accordingly as the officers were diftrefled 
in thefe parts of the body ; as a friend of his, a prefent minifter in the country, did in¬ 
form me. O that the pains and expence thefe fuperftitious fouls have been at, might excitq 
us the more dutifully to ferve and worfhip our God in fpirit and in truth! There are 
alfo many more people in this parifli, who can write and read, and give a tolerable ac¬ 
count of their proficiency in the knowledge of the principles of religion, than there are 
in others. 

Before it lies Lamina a fmall pleafant ifle; as alfo another to the weft-north-weft. 

The eighth is Braffa, an ifle to the eaft of Tingwat and Lerwick to which three 
churches do belong, two in Brafia, but only in one of them, they ufe to attend ordi¬ 
nances j the other being built nigh to the manfe, for their late old minifler’s accominoda- 
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tion. Brafia. is about five miles long and two broad, all covered with heather, except 
fome corn land by the coafts. Before Brafla to the eaft lies the Nofs of Braffa, a final 1 
ifle wherein is one family j it hath a high rock lying open to the eaft fea, and feen by 
mariners at a diftance. 

The minifter of Brafia alfo hath a church in the ifle of Burra, which he goeth to every 
fecond Sabbath, it lying nigh to the Mainland, weft-fouih-weft from Scalloway, fo that 
the minifter is obliged to travel from the eaft to the weft fide of the Mainland when he 
goeth to this his church. The ifle will be three miles long, divided in the middle into 
two fmall ifles by a fea-break. The church is very large, and hath a high fteeple in ir. 
To the fouth-fouth-eaft of Burra lies Haveroy, a mile and a half long. Both in Burra 
and Haveroy is good pafture, and about them good fifiling. 

The ninth is Yell, an ifle north-eaft and by the eaft from the Main, fixteen miles long,, 
and as to breadth it is much like the figure 8, becaufe of the many creeks and voes. 
which divide and cut the land, yet in fome places it is fix or eight miles broad : in it 
are three churches and many old little chapels; it is more mofly than fome other ifles, 
though there be in it fome good pafturage and corn land. To the eait of Yell lies 
Hafkafhie, two miles long; to the fouth-weft Samphrey, one mile long; to the weft- 
fouth-weft Biggai, a mile and a half long, all pleafant, and well grafted, having much 
fuel, and efpecially excellent for fifhing jJfbr if the wind blow from the weft, the boats 
can lie on the eaft ; if from the eaft, they can lie on the weft fide of thefe ifles, and that 
nigh to the fhore. 

To the eaft-north-eaft of Yell lies Fetlor, five miles long and four broad; in it fome 
chapels and Piets houfes, as there are likewife in feveral other of the ifles. In this ifle 
there is a church wherein the minifter of Yell preacheth every fourth Sabbath ; it ufed 
formerly to have been ferved by a preaching deacon, but the vicar by his diligence hath 
got the minilier of Yell alfo obliged to ferve in Fetlor, though Yell be more than fuffi- 
cient for any one man to have the charge of. 

The tenth parifh is Unft, eight miles long, and four miles broad in many places ; in 
it three churches ; it is faid to be the large!! pleafant ifle in all this country; in it alfo 
three harbours, Uzia Sound, Balta Sound, and Burra Firth ; here fome good com land 
and pafturage; alfo feveral old chapels (of which more afterwards). A little ifle called 
Uzia lieth off Unft, a mile and a half long, as likewife feveral pleafant holms. Unft 
is the rnoft northern ifle in the King of Britain’s dominions, under the fixty-firft de¬ 
gree of latitude. 

Thus I have given fome account of the feveral pari flies within the bounds of the ifles 
and country of Zetland, and hinted at, if not all, yet the great eft part of the ifles, the 
principal whereof are Unft, Yell, Fetlor, Brafla, and Burra. 

Whence we fee there is no minifter here, but hath at leaft two churches, wherein he 
difpenfeth gofpel ordinances, and fome of them hath three, and others four. Some of 
which churches are at a great diftance from one another, to travel to which is not only 
toilfome and dangerous to the refpeflive minifters, they alfo not having little manfes or 
houfes for their accommodation when they come to them; though often when ftornis 
do arife they will be detained in the ifles for fome time until they leffen : not only I 
fay is this troublefome to the minifters, but highly prejudicial to the people, among 
whom the work of the gofpel is greatly retarded (as we had occafion likewife to note 
concerning Orkney), few of the people ufing to repair to other churches when there is 
not public worfliip at their own, which at moil will be but one of two Sabbaths,and in 
many places but one in three or four, and in fome not to be had for fome months, 
which as undoubtedly occafioneth great ignorance, fo many grofs fcandals, as adulteries, 
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fornications, &c.; the faithful preaching of the gofpei doing much, if not to convince 
and convert, yet to moralife a people, and put a reftraint to thefe horrid enormities. 

And though the difficulty would not be fmall, if at all it could be got done, to have 
minifters conftantly to preach in the Several churches, even in the moft considerable 
ifles, yet there might be fome more minifters here than there are; four or five at leaft, 
to whom the tithes, if rightly employed, could afford a fufficient maintenance } as one 
mimiter more in the pariffi of Dunroffnefs on the main, and another in the ifle of Yell, 
&c., which charges at prefent are very great, and cannot well be ferved by the minifters 
they have. The tithes are farmed to vicars, a kind of inferior tackfmen, who in fome 
places do not only opprefs the people, but are uneafy to the minifters, not paying them 
what they are obliged to pay till they pleafe, which often they will not do for fome years* 
The minifters, fuffering by this piece of injuftice, laid it before the commiffion, as one 
of their grievances, which they craved might be redreffed, and for that end. application, 
might be made to the government* 


Chap, VHI. — An Account of the ancient Monuments , Curiqfitics, Jl'rayige Providences , &c. 

mojl obfervable in the Ijles of Zetland. 

THE works of creation and providence are all very wonderful, fought out of them 
who have pleafiire therein, amongft which foine more ordinarily occur and are the fub- 
jeft of our meditation, and others notfo commonly prefenting themfelves are the more 
furpnfing and amufing: both which are to be had a due regard unto, they being eifber 
mediately or immediately, by or without fecond caufes, the work of the Lord, and the 
operation of his hands; and feeing there are fome things that deferve their own obfer- 
vation, which either I had occafion to fee or to hear of in Zetland, I {hall give a brief 
relation thereof, not denying but that there may be other things no lefs, if not more, 
obfervable there which we came not to the knowledge of. 

The Pifts houfes, which are frequent through this.country, the inhabitants take much 
notice of, as being the ancienteft monuments they have, fome of which are more, others 
lefs ruinous; they are round, in- the form of feme dove-cotes, or foniething like unto 
an egg bulging out in the middle, but narrower at the bottom, and yet more narrower 
at the top: they have a little door for an entry, at which a man of an ordinary ftature 
could not enter without bowing, within which door there is a flair going up between 
two none wails, leading to the feveral apartments ; inftead of windows they have flits, 
or long narrow holes in the wall, fueh as are in many of our old cattles for the con- 
veyance of light unto them: they are ltrongly built, but the conveniency for dwelling 
hath been but little; for their diameter is but about ten or twelve feet, and their height 
scarce twenty or twenty-four. I think thefe Pifts houfes are much like Arthur’s oven 
upon the water of Carron, in Stirling-{hire* 

Theie have been the domiciles or dwellings of the Pifts, the old if not the firft inha- 
bitants of this country, who were very numerous in the north of Scotland * and in 
Orkney having their own kings, as hath been faid in our delcription of Orkney. Thev 
are conveniently fituated through the ifles, each one being within the fight of another - 

h nn?r m hOUf f adv f U f emei i ts could be S iven b y fire > 01’ other figns they might 
condefcend upon, through the whole country, fignifying unto them any danger that 

being thereby alarmed they might meet together, or be upon their own defence° Thefe 
houles are alfo called burghs, which in the old Teutonick or Saxon language fignifieth 
a town having a wall or lome kind of an enclofure about it; as alfo a caftle formas one 
obferveth m his Diftionarv, or explanation of our moft ancient Englilh words: *« All 
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places that in old time had among our anceftors the name of borough, bury, or burug, 
were places one way or other fenced and fortified.. Whence it appears that thefe houfes 
have been caftles, or places of defence, to the Piets, feeing it is generally acknow¬ 
ledged that both the Picls and the Saxons were originally defeended of the lame Ger¬ 
man nation, and fo might call their cattles by the fame name. I have alfo heard it ob- 
ferved, that in Orkney feveral places, wherein of old they ufed to bury their dead, were 
called burghs ; fo Ukewife thefe houfes in Zetland might ferve for the fame purpofe, 
from tile Saxon word byring, or buriging, or bsrogemg, which we now cal! burying. 

I enquired if there was any place or hill here which they call Thule or Ule, if fo he 
we could receive any information or light from them concerning the Thule of the an- 
cieitts; but they anfwered they knew none of that name, only there was an ifle wherein 
a high hill called Feu la, on the weft fide of the Mainland ; but to fuppofe that ever the 
ancient Romans underftood Thule thereby, befide other things that might be alledged, it 
would be a mamfeft ftretching of, and an offering violence to the word : but although 
what this place is hath been much controverted by ancient and modern authors, attempt¬ 
ing the dficovery thereof, yet it is generally agreed upon that it is toward the north, 
and many take it to be one of the Biitifh files; and a late author, in an Effay concern¬ 
ing the Thule of the Ancients, endeavoureth to prove it to be the north-eall part of 
Britain* lying oyef-againft the ides of Orkney, citing feme authors to this purpofe, as 
Conrad us Celtes : Or cad thus qua anefa fids Tyle et glacialis infuia et Ciaudian^ madue~ 
rn#t fanguim fufo Orcadcs incalmt Pidlorum /anguine Thule ; Scotormt cumuks jHevit gfa* 
da Us feme. And others who call Thule Bntannicarum infularum jif ten tri ona!iff]mam , 
the molt northern of the Brittdi Hies, Iceland alfo lays claim to it ; and the above 
cited author fnppofeth Iceland to be the Thule, but 1 judge without any lhadow of 
truth; for befide what is now laid, l greatly doubt if ever the Romans had the know¬ 
ledge of Iceland, their eagles never having come and been difplayed to the north of 
Scotland or Orkney: Imperii fuerat Romani Scotia limes ? faith the great Scaliger* 
Ptolemy will have it to be among the ifles of Zetland : and Booth, our hhlorian, diflin- 
guifheth between a firft and a fecond Thule, calling Ha the firlt, andLouifa the fecond, 
which are reckoned among the Hies called Hebrides* So faith Booth. Ptol&?imus 
rater Seheihland teas hfulas qu& ultra Orchades fund aut proximo Norvcgiam jtfam vidt, 
baud quaquam propter immenfam intercapedincm initdligi potefl* Nos autem Ham primam 
Lculfam Rehrklum praftantifjhnam fecund am Thukn vocama. But I incline to think, 
that although feme might defign a particular place by the Thule, yet generally by a 
iynecdoche, ufua! with the Roman authors, they might denote all thefe peaces remote 
from them to the north, and efpecially Britain, and the northern pans thereof, whither 
their arms did come. 

In the parifh of North-Mevan is Mens Ronaldi, or Rons Htll/the highefl in all this 
country, from which feme do fay they will fee the body of the fun all the night o ver in 
the month of June; which cannot be for the reafon alledged in our defeription of Ork¬ 
ney, why it could not be feen from the top of the hill of Hoy ; though reafon and ex¬ 
perience fhew they have a clearer light in Zetland in the night-time, during the fuminer 
feafon, than they can have in Orkney, Zetland being more than a degree to the north 
of Orkney> and consequently ay the farther north the {barter night, dll at length there 
be no night at all; fo that if it were poflible to fail holding a northern courfe till we 
were under the pole, having it for our zenith or vertical point, we would have a con¬ 
tinual day without any night for feveral months, the fun all that time deferibing a circle 
alraoft parallel to our horizon; I fay almoft parallel, becaufe befide the diurnal, there 
is alfo the annual motion of the fun in the ecliptic* O how exa£t and beautiful an 
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order and fymmetry is to be Teen in the works of God ; they 'ill fpeaking forth the 

goodhefe,wifdom,‘and power of their Maker. 

What a wonderful creature is the fun, « coming forth as a bridegroom our of his 
chamber, arid rejoicing as a ftrong man to run his race, abfolvihg every day Ins o i - 
cuit round our terreftrial globe from eaft to weft, and travelling every year between 
his tropics (the limits and boundaries prescribed him of Odd, beyond which he is not 
to pafe), from fouth to north and from north to foutii, giving (hotter days to thole who 
inhabit the middle of the earth under the torrid zone, they not being able to bear his 
longer continuance above their horizon, becaufe of his [torching heat, but longer to 
thefe who can better endure it under the temperate, and yet longeft to thefe who live 
ncareft to the frigid zones, or to the poles, whom his heat cannot piejudice, as it doth 
thefe who live under or near to the line or middle of the earth, on whom he darteth 
down his perpendicular rays ; wherefore the wifdom or his Maker will hate him (lay a 
fhorter time above their horizon. How wonderful then in Bounfei and excellent in 
working is this God, whereupon not only his faints do blefs him for the benefits where¬ 
with they are loaden, but ail his works do praife him after their manner ! 

There are feveral caves here or hollow places in and through the rocks; particularly 
there is one in the ifle ofUnft, entering from the fea at one fide ot the ifle, and oppofite 
thereunto; on the other fide there is another going in, as it were meeting the former, 
unto the end of any of which none will undertake to go, though it hath been attempted ; 
the rage of the fea in thefe caverns of the earth, the failing of the light of day, and the 
raggednefs of the rocks by which they mult pafs, making it terrible unto them, as alfo- 
the thicknefs of the air, fomething annoying them ; but the entries thereunto being 
oppofite one to another, giveth ground to judge that it is a continued cave from the 
one fide of the ifle to the other, though four miles broad ; which cannot be thought to 
be artificial, but natural, wafhed through by the violence of the waves; and the lefs 
wonder it is for it fo to be, if we confider that if gutta cavat lapidem, much more rapidi 
ct tumidiJludtus cavabunt, that if in a fliort time the drop will wear the ftone, much 
more in the tract of fome thoufands of years, the raging and tempeftuous waves daily 
breaking on the rocks will produce this effect, and tiiat more in fome places than in 
others, where the rock will be more friable and brittle, and the force of the waves lefs 
broken by the bounding and Twaddling find. 

There is fomething like unto this yet more furprifing in the ifle of Fonla, on the weft 
fide of the Mainland, if it be true what is ftoried of it. In this ifle, on the top of a hill, 
there is a hole, the mouth whereof may be (and fome fay now is) covered with aflate- 
flone going downward; to the bottom of the rock, which is laid to be of a great depth ; 
particularly a Dutch fhip-mafter is reported to have made a trial thereof, for the grati¬ 
fying his curiofity, by taking up a barrel of lines with him, which he let all down, and 
yet could not found the bottom: fome fay he let down two barrels, which is very won¬ 
derful, confidering a barrel of lines is reckoned to be feveral, fome fay nine, miles in 
length. What can be the reafon of fuch a conveyance from the top of the rock to the 
bottom? and further, if we mav give credit to what is faid, I cannot poflibly imagine 
for that fuch a thing fhouid be done by art, we cannot welt conceive the reafon why, 
nnr the manner how it could be done, and that nature Ihould have fuch an operation 
will be as difficult to unfold. 

'Ihat this country is generally mofly, fofr, and fpungy, hath been formerly told,,as 
likewife that it is dangerous for people to travel through it, of which many inftances 
may be given j I Ihall only name two, which I had from the minifters of the refpeflive 
bounds*, one travelling in the ifle of Yell fell into fuch a moffy and loofe piece of 
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ground, his horfe beneath him, furniture and all fank down, and was no snore fecn, 
and lie himfelf with great difficulty ftruggled out and was faved. And another in the 
jjarifli of Tingwal on the Main, not long ftnce, walking on foot not far from his own 
Iioufe, fell into fuch another place, wherein there did not appear to be any hazard and 
over which fevera! times formerly he thought he had patted with fafety, and fank down 
to the arm-pits, but he by ftretching out his arms, keeping his head over the furface of 
the ground, by the help of his fervant then providentially with him, and a flaff 
fixed in the ground, got wreftled out $ fo dangerous is it travelling here even to the 
inhabitants. 

On the weft lide of the afle of Fetlor, there is a place whereon a gentleman’s houfe 
called Uafta, into which place or houfe if a mariner’s needle and compafs be brought 
the needie refteth not in its poles, as it doth in other places, but hath a tremulous un¬ 
dulating motion, and fometimes turneth round, as fome fay, to all the points of the 
horizon ; and a gentleman who was inquifuive to know the truth of this told me, that 
upon trial he found it to be fo, and further to try the experiment he took the compafs 
to the top of the houfe, where it had the fame efle&. And one of the minifters of the 
northern ifles informed me, that if any Ihip or boat failed by, or came nigh unto that 
place, the fame did befal their compafs, Alfo there is a little hill nigh to the fea on the 
•weft fide of the ifleof Whalfey, to which if the compafs be brought the flower de luce, 
or that point which is ordinarily obverted to the north, turneth about to the fouth, 
but if the compafs be removed the diftance of two or three feet from the top of the 
hill, there is no fuch cffe£t produced : this the late mini Her of the place aflured me 
of, having tried the experiment. 

The many wonderful properties and effects of the magnet or load-ftone, and of other 
things endued with, or which do partake of this magnetic virtue difeovered in thefe 
latter ages, hath defervedly raifed the admiration of philofophers, and awakened them 
to make a diligent inquiry and fearch into the reafons of thefe ftrange phenomena. 
That the magnet hath two poles anfwermg to the poles of the world, to which it turn¬ 
eth itfelf; that the loadftone draweth iron unto it; that iron brought unto and rubbed 
upon the loadftone receiveth from it that attractive, or as fome will have it, that impulfive 
virtue and power, and other -qualities inherent in it (hence the invention of the needle, 
fo ufeful and neceffary to mariners for directing of their courfes;) that if there be two 
fpherical loadftones, they w ill turn to one another, as each of them doth to the poles of 
the earth, and if they be detained in a contrary pofition, they will flee from one an¬ 
other : and fo it is with the needle in the compafs, when a loadftone or piece of iron is 
brought unto it, the needle either cometh to, or fleeth from i: according to its fitu- 
ation, wherefore mariners are careful that no iron be in nor lying near unto their light- 
roorn where the compafs ftandeth. That though you ftiould take the needle from its 
beloved pole, yet when let alone and left to itfelf, it will incontinently move and take 
no reft until it return thereunto; thele ftrange and uncouth properties hath the load- 
flone, aslikewife many others no lefs aftonifliing, reckoned up by its admirers, many 
of which arc known to the rudeft and molt illiterate mariner; but to explain the na¬ 
ture of the loadftone, and to refolve and anfwer the propofals of nature upon the head, 
by giving the reafons of thefe admirable effeas, hoc opus, hie labor eft , this is the diffi¬ 
culty, which hath vexed many, and taken up the ftudies of the iagelt and molt in¬ 
genious modem philofophers. 

I Avail not prelume to give the reafon of this ftrange phenomenon, the needle’s leav¬ 
ing its reft at the pole and betaking itfelf to fuch a motion, whether tremulous ami 
undulating, or circular round the points of the compafs, or the flower de luce, turning 
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to the fouth. Only I would fuggeft two things, which if they tend not to clear what is 
propofed, they will further hold out how wonderful the loadilone and its properties 
are. Firft, upon the ordinary fuppofition, whereby thefe properties are explained, that 
the earth is as a great load done, on the fur face and exterior parrs whereof a great number 
of volatile ferew-like particles, called the magnetic matter, do inceflantly move, travel¬ 
ling from pole to pole alongft the furface of the earth, whereby the poles of the load- 
flone and the point of the needle affe&ed with its virtue, are obverted to the poles of 
the world; which fuppofition being made, we would know that this magnetic matter 
may not always have the fame motion, but in fome places it may be upward and per¬ 
pendicular to the furface of the earth ; fo that in thefe places where they thus move 
perpendicularly, the needle will not be determined to one point, more than to another 
of the horizon, this matter alike affe&ing all the parts of the needle by its perpendicu¬ 
lar motion; which the ingenious Rohaclt alledgeth as the reafon why the compafs 
ferveth not the ufe of the Hollanders, when they have failed far to the north in order 
to find out a new and fhorter paflage to the Eaft Indies, their needle then not ruining 
to the poles as it doth in other places, but alike to all the points of the horizon, the 
motion of the magnetic matter in thefe more northern places, being in lines perpendi¬ 
cular to the furface of the earth : and fo likewife it may fall out in other places, where 
a greater quantity of this magnetic matter rifeth from the earth. 

A ftcond thing that I would take notice of is that this magnetic matter in its paflage 
from pole to pole meets with feveral iron mines, into which it goeth afide, fo diverting 
Its ftraight courfe between the poles, becaufe it finds an eafier paflage through the pores 
of the iron than by palling through other places ; hence the variation of the com¬ 
pafs is judged to be, fo much talked of by mariners, in fome places greater, and in others 
lefs, accordingly as the magnetic matter is more or lefs determined by the feveral iron 
mines into which it turneth afide; now in fome places it may fo fall out, that there 
may be a greater quantity of iron through which the magnetic matter palling, and 
from which it arifing, may caufe fuch a motion whereby the needle not only inclines 
not to one point more than to another in the horizon, but alfo by the magnetic mat¬ 
ters afeending from and returning to the iron mines, it may produce fuch an irregular 
motion in the needle j and that there is a great quantity of iron in Zetland may be 
known by the remarkable variation of the compafs there, for, as mariners inform us, 
when they fail by the fouth end of Zetland they find the variation to be but one point, 
but when palling the north end they find it varies two points, and upon this variation 
in directing their courfe to this or the other place, they make their reckoning ■: which 
is very obfervable, that in lefs than a degree of latitude (for no more will the length of 
the illes of Zetland be) it varies a point of the compafs, which mull be according to the 
reafon commonly afligned, becaufe there is much iron in thefe illes, and more efpecially 
on the well fide of the ille of Fetlor j for other places of the fame ille have no fuch 
influence on the compafs. 

That yet much if nor the greatelt part of the difficulty remains I readily grant, and 
leaves It to the lludy of the learned and curious, and indeed in many things to acknow¬ 
ledge our ignorance hath been reputed no fmall part of wifdom, fo hard it is to folve 
and unriddle nature’s fecrets, wherein the greatell lights have been benighted, the fol¬ 
lowing often raifmg the foundations of the doctrines of the former : how wonderful 
are the works of God, that in wifdom he hath made them all; and how narrow and 
fhallow are our capacities, that we cannot find out the works of God, even the moll 
fenfible and obvious; how thankful alfo fliould we be to God, who hath vouchfafed to 
vol. in. 5 K us 
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us the light of clearly revealed truths, which if taken heed unto Ihall make us perfect, 
and lead unto glory. 

There are in thei'e ifles many little chapels, now generally ruinous : as m the ifle of 
Unit there are twenty-four and upwards; in the ifle of Yell there are twenty-one, and 
many in other ifles; I faw one of them in the parifli pf Ting wall, wherein alfo there are 
feveral more; it would have contained fcarce thirty people, as I judge, and though fo 
little, yet very great Hones were in the wails, which was ft?ange to me, how that in this 
country, where their beafts are weak, and they have not the help of machines, they got 
them lifted and laid. Thefe are laid to have been built by fuperftitious zealots in the 
times of popery, or, as fome rather think, by fliip-wrecked feamen, who coming fafe to 
fliore, have built them according to their vows made by them when in danger, which 
they dedicated to fo many feveral faints, whom they looked upon as the patrons of their 
refpe&ive chapels. About which alfo men and women of old had their night walkings, 
which occafioned much uncleannefs, but now fuch walkings are but little ufed. 

About the walls of thefe old chapels are found fnails called ftieli-fnails, which they 
dry and pulverize, mingling the dufl: with their drink for the jaundice, by which means 
thefe who labour under this ficknefs in three or four days’ time wall recover of the 
fame; but if they let this dull lie for a year without making ufe of it, it turneth into 
fmall living creatures or vermine, which they dry and bray over again, if they make 
any further ufe of it. 

In Uzia an ifle lying nigh to Unft, there is a metal gotten having the colour of gold, 
which feveral of the Dutch merchants have taken with them to Hamburgh, and tried it 
there, but by the force of fire it did not become liquid, but crumbled into fmall pieces; 
it is to be had there in great plenty. This fhevveth there may be minerals in thefe ifles, 
though not known nor fearched for. 

In'the church-yard of Papa-Stour, in the parifli of Waes, lieth a Hone five feet long, 
at the one end two, and at the other one foot broad, concave from the one end to the 
other, of which the common tradition goes, that this flone came alhore on that ifle 
with a dead man tied to it, who lies buried there befide it. It appears to have been 
the grave-ftone of fome perfon of note in the country, which flieweth they have alfo 
had that cuftotn of laying at leafl fome of their dead in fuch large Hones made concave, 
and cut out for the purpofe, which hath been frequent in many places with us in 
Scotland. 

At a little diftance from Papa-Stour, lies a rock encompaffed with the fea, called 
Frau-a-Stack, which is a Danifli word, and fignifieth our Lady’s Rock, upon which are 
to be feen the ruins of a houfe, wherein they lay a gentleman did put his daughter, that 
fo file might be fliut up and fecluded from the company of men, but though a maiden 
when put in, yet foe was found with child when brought out, not with Handing of her 
being fo clofely kept, but whether this came to pafs by a golden fhovver (the moH 
powerful courtlhip) or not, the country hath loft the tradition : however it feemeth 
ftrange, how a houfe fliould be built on fuch a bare and fmall rock, when fo many large 
and. pleafant ifles were near unto it. 

The three iron cannons formerly mentioned now lying in the citadel of Lerwick, 
being rufled by the fea, wherein they had lain for eighty years ; the inhabitants of Ler¬ 
wick ro take off the ruft, and fo fit them for their ufe, about nine years ago did fet a 
heap of peats about them, which they putting fire unto, the guns fo foon as they were 
warmed and hot, did all difeharge themfelves to the great furprife of the fpeftators, 
and the balls, as fome obferved, went half over Braffa-fbund. Which deferveth fome 
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remark that the powder aU that time fcould retain to elaffic force, the water, ifjtdl 

SSTfehtoLLg itfeif with the powder as to waBt.it away, or much dmurnO, to 
vJrnip Thefe -who were eye-witnefles gave me this relation.. _ 

It is obfervable that the former year 1699, the fiflies had little or no liver, but forne- 
thine black in lieu thereof, which was a great lofs to the fi (hers, they making then oil of 
thole livers - as alfo the oxen, Iheep, fwine, &c. had little or no fat on their livers which 
ufeth not to’be, there being a kind of confumption upon the livers of creatin es bo L h by 
fea and land which mindeth me of Rom: yiii. 22. “ Man's fins making the creation 
to eroan and earneftly long as with an uplifted head, for a deliverance. fo that 
the 8 creatures could fpJak Jth Eaalam’s afs, they would reprove the madnefs and fin 

0 t 4 Z; is a little iflaud on the w=B fide of Waes called Vaila, wherein there <^9 
cat, neither will any flay though brought in, as hath been done for trial, but will 
quickly be gone, they either dying, or betaking themfelves to fea, Iney endeavour to 
fwim to the next ifle : yet about fifty years ago there was one feen upon tins ifle, about 
that time when a gentleman the proprietor thereof was tormented and put to death by 
the witches, but never any were feen fince, favc what were brought in for trial, as now 
raid The reafon of this I could not learn from the mmifters, who gave the mtoripa- 
tion; it is like becaufeof the air, or the ftndl of fomething upon the ifle, though not 
perceivable by the inhabitants, which agreeth not with the temper and conltitution or 

th£ Aboura mile from Tingwall to the north, there is a hill called the Knop of Kebilter, 
or Luggie’s Know, nigh to which hill there is a houfe called Kebifter, where a variet 
or wizard lived, commonly defigned Luggie, concerning whom it was reported that 
when the fea was fo tempeftuous that the boats durft not go off to the fithmg, he uled 
to go to that hill or know, where in a hole into which he let down his lines and took 
up any fifh he pleafed, as a cod or ling, &c. which no other could do but himfcb : alfo 
when fifhing at fea, he would at his pleafure take up any roafted filh with his line, with 
the entrails or guts out of it, and fo ready for his ufe: this was certainly done by the 
agency of evil fpirits, with whom he was in compact and covenant, but the oeconomy or 
the kingdom of darknefs is very wonderful and little known to us. He being convified 

of witchcraft, was burnt nigh to Scalloway. , 

As for witches I did hear much of them, as if they abounded more m this than other 
countries, though I make no queftion, but that there are many fiich here thus deluded 
by the devil: there is not then fuch ground for what is fo commonly talked by many 
with us anent their devilry, which might have affrighted us if given heed unto, as if it 
were dangerous going or living there ; though it is faid here there are many of this 
hellifli ftamp in Iflaud, Lapland, and other places to the north of Zetland, which may 

occafion the miftake. . 

We faid before that there were but few rats, and that only in fome or the ifles, and 
thought to come out of Slips, but that they had mice in abundance ; yet in the ifles of 
Burra and Ilalkalhy no mice are to be found; yea if they take fome dud or earth out 
of thefe ifles to other places where they are, they will forfake fuch places where the duff 
is laid. It may be for the like reafon, why no cats can or will live in Vaila. 

Sometimes when the fliips are lying nigh land, the rats will come afliore, which when 
any of the Hollanders or others fee, they look upon it as fatal to the fliip out of which they 
come, portending that her end fome way or other will fhortly approach; and likewife 
it is obferved, that thefe rats will not live above three or four years in that land to which 
they come. Some of our feamen tell us the like as to, their Ihips; it >s talked alfo 
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that thefe creatures will leave houfes before any difmal accident befal them. What 
ground there is either for the one or the other I know not, but, if true, it will be hard 
I fuppofe to give the reafon thereof. 

Not above forty or fifty years ago ahnoft every family had a Brawny, or evil fpirit fo 
called, which ferved them, to whom they gave a facrifice for his fervice ; as when they 
churned their milk, they took a part thereof and fprinkled every corner of the houfe 
with it for Browny's ufe; iikewife when they brewed, they had a ftone which they 
called Browny’s Stone, wherein there was a little* hole, into which they poured fome 
wort for a facrifice to Brawny. My informer, a mini (ter in the country, tola me, that he 
had converfed with an old man who, when young, ufed to brew, and foraetimes read 
upon his Bible, to whom an old woman in the houfe faid, that Browny was difpleafed with 
that book he read upon, which if he continued to do, they would get no more fervice 
of Browny; but he being better inftrufled from that book, which was Browny’s eye- 
fore and the objedt of his wrath, when he brewed he would not fuifer any facrifice to be 
given to Browny, whereupon the firft and fecond brewings were fpilt and for no ufe,. 
though the wort wrought well, yet in a little time it left off working and grew cold ; 
but of the third browfl or brewing he had ale very good, though he would not give 
any facrifice to Browny, with whom afterwards they were no more troubled. I had 
alfo from the fame informer, that a lady in Unit now deceafed told him, that when (he 
firft took, up houfe, (he refufed to give a facrifice to Browny, upon which the firft and 
fecond brewings mifgave Iikewife, but the third was good ; and Browny, not being re¬ 
garded nor rewarded as formerly he had been, abandoned his wonted fervice. Which 
cleareth that Scripture, “ Refift the devil, and he will flee from from you.” They 
alio had flacks of corn which they called Browny’s Stacks; which though they were 
not bound with draw ropes, or any way fenced as other (lacks ufed to be, yet the great- 
eft ftorm of wind was not able to blow any ftraw off them. 

Now I do not hear of any fuch appearances the devil makes in thefe ides, fo great 
and fo many are the bleflings which attend a Gofpel difpenfation : the Brownies, fairies, 
and other evi’ fpirits that haunted and were familiar in our houfes were difmiffed, and 
fled at the breaking up of our Reformation, (if we may except but a few places not yet 
Well reformed from popilh dregs,) as the heathen oracles were filenced at the coming of 
our Lord, and the going forth of his apoftles j fo that our firft noble reformers might 
have returned and faid to their Mafter as the feventy once did ; “ Lord, even the de¬ 
vils are fubjefl; to us through thy name.” And though this reftraint put upon the 
devil was far later in thefe northern places than with us, to whom the light of a 
preached Gofpel did more early (hine, yet now alfo do thefe northern ifles enjoy the 
fruits of this reftraint. 

About two years and a half or three years ago, there was a boat pafling with feveral 
gentlemen of the country in it, and by the way in the Voe of Quarf, through which 
they went, there appeared fomething unto them with its head above the water, which as 
they could difeern, had the face of an old man, with a long beard hanging down; firft it 
appeared at fome diftance from them, and then coming nearer to their boat, they had 
a clear fight of it; the fight was fo very llrange and affrighting, that all in the boat 
were very defirous to be oil land, though the day was fair and the fea calm ; a gentle¬ 
man declaring, (as a minifter in company with them, and faw this fight informed me,) 
that he never faw the like, though he had travelled through many feas. 

1 heard another remarkable ftory like unto this, that about five years fince a boat at 
the foiling drew her lines, and one of them, as the fifliers thought, having fome great 
fi(h upon it, was wi[h greater difficulty than the reft railed from the ground, but when 
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railed} it came more eafily to the fuifaee of the water, upon which a creature hke a 
woman prefented itfelF at the fide of tne boat j it had the face, arms, breafts, moulders, 
&c. of a woman, and long hair hanging down the back, but the nether part from below 
the breads was beneath the water, fo that they could not underftand the {nape thereof, 
the two fifhers who were iu the boat being furprifed at this ftrange fight, one of them 
imadvifedly drew a knife, and thru ft it into her breaft, whereupon ihe cried, as they 
judged, w Alas l f * and the hook giving way fhe fell backward and was no more feen * 
the hook being big went in at her chin and out at the upper lip. J he man who tinuft 
the knife into her is now dead, and, as was obferved, never profpered after this, but 
was ftill haunted by an evil fpiric, in the appearance of an old man, who, as he thought, 
ufed to fay unto him, * c Will ye do fuch a thing, who killed the woman ? the^ other 
man then in the boat is yet alive in the ifie of Burra, This a gentleman and his lady 
told me, who faid they had it from the baillie of that place to which the boat did be¬ 
long: it being fo ftrange I inquired at feverals thereanent, which, though many were 
ignorant of, yet fome faid that they had heard thereof, and judged it to be very true. 

That there are fea-creatures having the likenefs of men and women Teems to be ge¬ 
nerally acknowledged by all who have inquired thereunto, they having found it con¬ 
firmed by the teftimony of many in fever at countries, as their hiftories do bear. Hence 
are accounts given of thofe fea*tnonfters, the mermen and mermaids, which have not 
only been feen but apprehended and kept for fome time. And hence probably the 
fi&ion of the poets concerning the fyrens, hath Had its rife ; thefe enchanting fbng- 
fters, tranfiated mermaids by our lexicographers, whofe fnare Ulyffes fo happily efcapech 

They tell us that feveral fuch creatures do appear to fifhers at fea, particularly fuch 
as they call fea-trowes, great rolling creatures tumbling in the waters, which, it they 
come among their nets, they break them, and fomothnes take them away with them ; 
if the filters fee them before they come near, they endeavour to keep them off with 
their oars or long ftaves, and if they can get them beaten therewith, they will endea¬ 
vour to do it: the fifhers both in Orkney and Zetland are afraid when they'fee them, 
which panic fear of theirs makes them think and fome times fay, that it is the devil'in the 
ftiape of fuch creatures; whether it be fo or not as they apprehend-, 1 cannot deter¬ 
mine. However it feems to be more than probable, that evil fpirits frequent both fea 
and land. 

A gentleman in the parifli of DunrofThefs told one of the minifiers in this country, that 
about five years fince a plough in this parifh did caft up frefh cockles, though the place 
where the plough was going was three quarters of a mile from the fea; which cockles the 
gentleman few made ready and eaten. How thefe fhetl fifties came there, and faoukl 
be fed at fuch a diftancefrom their ordinary element 1 cannot know, if they have not 
been call upon land by a violent ftorm, much of the ground of this parifli, efpccially 
what they labour, lying very low, and the fea hath been obferved in fuch ftorrns both to 
caft out ftones and fifties; or if thefexockies have been found in fome deep furrow, 
from which to the fea there hath been a conveyance by fome fmnll ftream, upon which 
the fea hath flowed in ftream tides, efpecmlly when there is alio fome ftorm bidwing. 
If only (hells were found, fuch as of oy fters and the like, the marvelvvould hot be grear, 
feeing fuch are found upon the tops of high mountains, at a greater diftance from the 
fea, which in all probability have been there fince the umverfal deluge ; but that any 
fhellfifli fhould be found at fome diftanee from the fea and fit for ufe, is fomewhat 
wonderful and aftonifiling. 

Though no tortoifes ule to be found in all thefe northern fens, yet in Urie firth, in* 
the parifli of Northmevan, there was one found alive upon the fand in an ebb, theftell 
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of it was given me as a prefent by a gentleman of the country, it is about a foot in length, 
and a large half foot in breadth. The inhabitants thought it fo ftrange, never any fuch 
thing having been found in thefe feas formerly, which ever they came to the knowledge 
of, that they could not imagine what to make of if, forne faying that it hath fallen out 
of fome Ealt India Ihip failing along by the coafts, which looks not fo probable. 

There is a place in this country called the Neip, in the parifh of Nelton, looking to 
the eafl fea, where the parfon of Orphir in Orkney was killed ; the ftory is this: Pa¬ 
trick Stewart, Earl of Orkney, as hath been faid, was a great oppreffor, enacting -fevers! 
fevere and cruel a£ts, whereof complaint was made to King James VI. And as it re¬ 
ported fome Zetlanders went to the King with their Ada-coats, laying theopprefled con¬ 
dition of their country before him, wherewith the King was moved, yet although not 
only the EarPs honour and reputation withal was much ftained and under a cloud, by 
reafon of his cruel and oppreflive ways, but his perlbn was hated and abhorred by the 
people whole fuperior he was; the parfon of Orphir did zealoufly ftand in the EarPs 
defence, notwith(landing whereof the indignation and kindled wrath of the exafperated 
people againft the Earl in creating, the parfon was forced to flee to Zetland for his fafety, 
upon which the people of Orkney not quieted, fome of them purfued him thither; 
they fay the purfuers were four brethren of the name of Sinclar, who coining to the 
Neip where the parfon had his ordinary residence, they apprehended and dewltted him, 
one of the brethren taking a fop of his heart’s blood. As for the Earl, being firft im- 
prifoned at Dumbarton, he was thence brought to Edinburgh, where he was beheaded, 
anno j6j 4, for treafon and oppreflion. 

There are alfo in this country, as well as in Orkney, many eagles, which deflroy 
their lambs, fowls, &c. for the preventing of which, fome, when they fee the eagles 
catching or fleeing away with their prey, ufe a charm, by taking a firing whereon they 
call fome knots, and repeat a form of words, which being done, the eagle lets her prey 
fall, though at a great diflance from the charmer; an mftance of which I had from a 
minifter, who told me, that about a month before we came to Zetland, there was an 
eagle that flew up with a cock at Scalloway, which one of thefe charmers feeing, pre- 
fently took a firing, (his garter as was fuppofed,) and catling fome knots thereupon, 
with ufing the ordinary words, the eagle did let the cock fall into the fea, which was 
recovered by a boat that went out for that end. 

They tell a pleaiant flory of an eagle and a turbot: about fix years fince an eagle fell 
down on a turbot, fleeping on the furface of the water, on the eafl fide of Braffa ; and 
having fattened his claws in her, he attempted to fly up, but the turbot awakening, and 
being, too heavy for him to fly up with, endeavoured to draw him down beneath the 
water ; thus they flruggled for fome time, the eagle labouring to go up, and the turbot 
to go down, till a boat that was near to them, and beheld the fpqrt, took them both, 
felling the eagle to the Hollanders then in the country. For they fay when the eagle 
hath fattened his claws in any creature, he cannot loofe them at his plea lure, but 
ufeth to eat them out, fo that the prey fometimes cometh to be a fnare to this ra¬ 
pacious fowl. 

On the weft fide of the Mainland, there is a holm belonging to a gentleman in the 
parifli of Northmevan, fo much frequented by fowl, that when fometimes they go into 
it in the fummer feafon, fowls of feveral kinds will fly fo thick above their heads, that 
they will cloud the very air, yet therein there are few or none during the winter, but 
In February they ufe to begin to come by pairs, and for two or three days after they firft 
come they will fit fo clofe, that aim oft they may be taken hold of, which is imputed to 
their being wearied after a long flight from fome far country : the proprietor of this 
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holm may aim oft every day in fummer take a balket full of eggs out of it, and they fcarce- 
Iv be miffed, for it is fo well furnifhed, that none almoft can let down a foot for young 
fowls or eggs, which are very ferviceable to this gentleman’s houfe, and the country 


To'the eaft of Braffa is an ifle called the Nofs of Braffa, wherein a ragged rock look- 
ing to the fouth-eaft, the higheft in all this country, ferviceable to manners for direft- 
in| t heir courfe when failing to the weft from eaftern countries, fome gentlemen told us 
that they verily think from the furface of the water to the top of the rock, it will be three 
hundred fathoms, upon which a great many fowls have their nefts, whofe eggs they 
take in the fummer time, as alfo looie of the fowls, by letting a man down from trie 
top of the rock by a rope tied about his middle ; before this ille licth a rock lagged on 
all fides, about one hundred fathoms high, from the furface of the water, but by reafon 
of its raggednefs and declivity, and its being furrounded with fea on all hands, it is 
fcarce polfible to climb it. Yet the owners of the ifle, being defirous to be at the fowls 
and eg ps numerous upon it, about one hundred years fincc there was a man for the hire 
of a cow undertook to climb the leffer rock, and to faften two poles or flakes thereupon, 
which he accordingly did, but in the coming down, he fell into the fea and perifhed. 

The way how they get into this leffer rock is obfervable, which is thus; oppofite to 
the two flakes on the leffer, there are alfo flakes fattened on the higher rock, it being 
but fixteen fathoms over between the rocks ; to which flakes ropes are fattened, reach¬ 
ing from rock to rock, the ropes they put through the holes of an engine called a cra¬ 
dle ; all which being ft> prepared, a man -gettetli into the cradle, and warpeth himfelf 
over from the Nofs, or the greater rock to the leffer, and fo having made a good pur- 
chafe of eggs and fowls bought at the expence of the danger of his life, he returns the 
fame way he went, thefe ropes hang not on all winter, but in the fummer time ; in the 
month of June ordinarily, when the day is calm, they call the ropes from the greater to 
the leffer rock ; which fo they do, they have firfl fome fmall rope or cordage, to which 
there is a ftone fattened, and they keeping both the ends of this fmall rope in their 
hands, an able man throweth the ftone into the leffer rock, and when caft over the flakes, 
they heave or lift up this fmail rope with a long pole, that fo the bought of the rope may 
be gotten about the flakes; which being done they draw to them the fmall rope till a 
greater tied to it be brought about alfo, and fo both ends of the greater rope they fecure 
by the (lakes on the top of the Nofs, on which ftrong and greater rope the cradle being 
put, it runneth from rock to rock: eafily a man in the cradle goeth from the Nofs to 
the holm or rock, by reafon of its defecnt, but with greater difficulty do they return, 
therefore there is a fmall rope tied to the cradle, whereby men on the Nofs help to 
draw them back. I do not hear that any where fuch another cradle is to be found j 
how many are the inventions which man hath fopnd out! 

This holm is much frequented by fotvls more than any other place oil the eaft fide of 
Zetland, as the other holm of Northmevan is on the weft fide ; the fowls have their 
netts on the holms in a very beautiful'order, all fetin rows in thefform of a dove cote, 
and each kind or fort do nettle by themfelves; as the fcarfs by themfelves, fo the kitti- 
wakes, tominories, mawes, &c. There is a fowl there calk'd the fcutiallan, of a black 
colour, and as big as a wild duck, which doth live upon the vomit and excrements of 
other fowls whom they purfue, and having apprehended them, they caufe them vomit 
up what meat they have lately taken, not yet digefted. The Lord’s works both of na¬ 
ture and of grace are wonderful, all fpeaking forth his glorious goodnels, wildom and 
power. 

Remarkable are the dangers, which many in thefe ifles undergo in climbing the rocks 
for fowls and eggs, efpecially inFoula, where the inhabitants in the fummer time do molt 
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live by thisjkind of provifion, and are judged to be the beft climbers of rocks in all this 
country, for lome of them will fallen a (lake or knife, as tome fay, in the ground on 
the top of the rock, to which they tie a fmall rope or cord, and fo they will come down 
- liie face of the rock with this in their hand fixty, feventy, or eighty fathoms, and do re¬ 
turn bringing up eggs and fowls with them; but indeed very many of them lofe their 
lives this way ; yea it is obferved that few old men are to be feen there, they being fo 
cut off before they arrive at old age ; many of them are weary of the dangers and ha¬ 
zards they daily incur, yet neither will they leave the place, nor give over thefe perilous 
attempts, all the fad inflances of their friends and neighbours perifiimg, and death can¬ 
not have this influence to deter ^nd affright them from undergoing the like hazards: at 
fo fmall a rate do they Value their lives, that for a few fowls and eggs they will endanger 
them, whereas they might have as good and a much fafer living elfewhere •: as this Ihew- 
eth both their folly and their fin, fo what fatigue and danger men will expofe themfelves 
to, for the avoiding poverty and flrairs, for the upholding this clayey tabernacle, which 
ere long will moulder into the duff, and often not fo much for the Satisfying the neceflary 
cravings of nature, as the Atperfluous and infatiable defires of our luffs. Sometimes one 
man will Hand on the top of the rock holding the end of the rope in his hand, and aito- 
ther will go down, which neither is without danger, as they tell us of one who thus hold- 
png his neighbour did let the rope flip, and down fell the climber into the fea, but provi¬ 
dentially there being a boat near by, they got hold of him, and took him in, and fo came 
home before his neighbour, who judged him to have perifhed: the oilier manat length 
came home with great-forrow and grief regretting the death of his neighbour, hut he 
hearing that he was already come home, was not a little confounded and aflonifhed at 
the report, until that at meeting, the man in danger narrated the manner of his deliver¬ 
ance, which afforded unto them both great matter of refrefhment and joy. 

In all this country there are only three towered churcnes, (i. e.) churches with towers 
on them, to wit. Tingwall, on the Mainland, the church of Burra on the iile of Burra, 
and the church of Ireland a promontory belonging to the main, from the top of one of 
which towers you can fee another, built they fay by three fillers, who from their feve- 
ra! towers could give advertifement to one another. 

The church of Tingwalt ftandeth in a valley between two hills lying eaft and weft, 
and is about the middle of the Mainland. It was in this parifh, in a fmall holm, within 
a lake nigh to this church, where the principal feud or judge of the country ufed to 
fit and give judgment, hence the holm to this day is called the Law-'l ing, (from which 
probably the parifh of Tingwalt had its name:) we go into this holm by flopping flones, 
where three or four great Hones are to be feen, upon which the judge, clerk and other 
officers of the court did fit. All the country concerned to he there flood at fome diftance 
from the holm on the fide of the loch, and when any of their caufes was to he judged 
or determined, or the judge found it neceffary that any perfon fhould compear before 
him, he was called upon by the officer, and went in by thefe ftepping flones, who when 
heard, returned the fame way he came : and though now this place be not the feat of 
judgment, there is yet fomething among them to this day, which keepeth up the me¬ 
mory of their old practice for at every end of the loch there is a itoufe, upon whofe grafs 
the country men coming to the court did leave their horfes, and by reafon the matters 
of thefe houfes did fuffer a lofs this way, they were declared to be fcot-free ; hence at 
this prefent time, two places in the parifh of San fling do pay fcot for the one, and Con- 
ningfburg in Dunroffnefs for the other; fcot is a kind of rent or due, which is yeai ly 
paid to the King or his taxmen, by the gentlemen and feveral others in the country. 
This court is thought to have been kept by the Danes, when they were in pcffeffion of 
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rmntry. They alfo report that when any perfon received fentenceof death upon 
the holm if afterwards he could make his efcape through the crowd of people Handing 
on the fide of the loch, without being apprehended, and touch the fteeple of the church 
of Ting wall, the fentence of death was reprieved and the condemned obtained an indem¬ 
nity : for this fteeple in thefe days was held ns an adytum for malefaftors, debtors charged 

by their creditors, &c. to flee into. . 

die way between ftingwall and Scalloway,there is an high [tone handing in form 
of an obetilk as fome ancient monument, concerning which the people have various tra¬ 
ditions, fame faying that in the Strath of Tingwall, where this (tone is erected, there 
was a bloody fight between the Danes and the old inhabitants or natives of this country, 
and that the Norwegian or Danilh general was killed in this place, where the (lone is 
Y et U p, Others report that one of the Earls of Orkney had a profligate and prodigal 
fon, who for this caufe being animadverted upon by his father, fled to Zetland, and there 
built a cattle or a ftrong boiife for himfelf within a loch at Stroma, within two miles of 
Tingwall to the weft, the ruins whereof are yet to befeen: his father not being fatisfied 
with his elcape, and the way he took for his defence, fent from Orkney four or five men 
to purfue him, to whom he gave orders that they fhould bring his fon to him either dead 
or alive: the fon thereupon not finding himfelf fafe enough in his caftle, made his efcape 
from the caftle, where the purfuers lay in ambufli, but was overtaken by them in the 
Straith of Tingwall and killed there, whereupon this monument was erefted. The pur¬ 
fuers took off his head, and carried it with them to his father, but in fo doing they were 
fo far from gratifying of him, that he caufed them all to be put to death, notwithftand- 
ing of the orders given by him. 

There is in the parifli of Tingwall a little off the way as we go from Lenvick to Scal¬ 
loway, a fountain or fpring of very pure and pleafant water, which runneth through a 
great (tone in the rock by the paflage of a round hole, which if you flop, the water 
forceth its way through the pores of the ftone in other places, the ftone it feems being 
very porous and fpungy. 

One of the minifters told us of a rnonfter bom the laft year in the parifh of Nefton, 
about nine or ten miles from Lerwick ; that one day when he was coming to the prdby- 
try, and ftanding at the rerry-fide over which he was to pafs, two women caine to him 
acquainting him with fear and grief, that their neigbour nearby had been travail ling in 
child-birth under Ii2rd labour for three days paft, and had brought forth a monitor, 
which had upon its forehead like a perriwig of fleili and hair, railed and towered up, 
and by the Tides of the head there were like w'ires of flefh coining down: moreover it 
had two rows of teeth, with a mouth like a rabbit, deftirute of arms and legs; after 
tile birth there was fome life in it, and it moved a little, but lived not long ; the 
women afliiting at the birth for a time were afraid to touch it, it being fucli a ftrange and 
formidable fight. This miuifter defirod to fee it, but it was buried before he came. 
The fame woman alfo formerly had brought forth two monfters, the fu ft whereof 
was a confufed and undigefted lump of flefli; and the fecond had a mouth in its 
breaft. 

We enquired concerning the woman, and they told us that they knew nothing of feandal 
they could lay to her charge, but that (he had lived foberly all her life ; only one of the mi¬ 
nifters ittformed us that after file had brought forth the firft rnonfter, hchearJthat fora 
year's time thereafter, Ihe ufed to go bare footed to the church ofWifdale every Lord's 
Day, and pray there according to the vow flie had made after the birth, thinking thereby 
that this might atone for what was putt, and prevent the like for the future. °If this be 
- v°l. m. 51 true. 
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true, God hath judicially punifhed her, by conceiving and bringing forth the two fol¬ 
lowing moulters, each more wonderful and preternatural than the other. 

Several adulteries came before the conmiiffion attended with heinous and aggravating 
circumftances. One inftance we had very remarkable of one James Mowat in the pari Hi 
of Northmevan, who had been lying in adultery with one Clara Tulloch, his wife being 
dead not many years fince. Between which Mowat and Tulloch there had feveral children 
been procreated, who were all idiots and fools* fo that they could not keep themfelves 
either from fire or water, or put their meat in their mouths, though there be one of them 
of twenty years, and others of them though younger, yet come to fome confiderable age ; 
which fheweth the manifeft judgment of God agahift adulterers, he often ordering his 
providential diipenfations fo towards them, that they may read their fin in their punifh- 
inent, as this wretched man was forced by the power of his fo far convinced confcienee to 
confefs before the prefbytery, that he wasfenfible the judgments of God were purfuing 
him, whereof he gave the faid fad inftance, as yet to be feen from the prefbytery J s records. 
Another adulterer alfo did compear before us, who did continue in the commiffion of 
this his fin for many yeais, and doth bear in his face the fhameful reproof thereof, and 
the juft marks of the Lord's indignation againft him for the fame. It is a very fad thing 
for any to be pining away both in judgments and fins. 

A minuter here told me a pdiage, not to be palled without a remark of God's righte¬ 
ous judgment and holtoefs; a certain woman in his parifh about ten years iince fell in¬ 
to adultery with an old married man; he to cover his villainy, advifed her to give way to 
another young man's finning with her, who then was in fuit of her and frequented her 
company, that fo if there were a child, file might father it upon Lhis young and unmar¬ 
ried man j accordingly, as was advifed, it fell out, the young man finned with her, and 
fhe being found with child, is fummoned to compear before theieflion, who having in¬ 
terrogated her concerning her mideannefs, and who was the father of the child, fhean- 
fwered that fire never knew or had carnal dealing with any, lave fuch a young man ; 
but this covering could not ferve the turn in palliating their filthmefs, God in his wife 
providence fo ordering it, that though there was the interval of five months between the 
old and the young man's finning with her, yet when the time of her delivery came, fhe 
firftbrought forth a perfect child of nine months, and the day after another imperfedt of 
four months, according to the feveral times of the old man, and the young man's fin¬ 
ning with her* She being convinced that this was of the Lord, and that Jhe could not 
hide her fins from God, though file fought to do it from men, ihe ingenuoufly acknow¬ 
ledged her guilt with both, and for the fcandalisnow giving fatisfaftion in the parifh of 
Unit, 

We had alfo the lamentable account of the tragical end of one Mr. Gilbert Hendry 
adulterer, in repute, for his aeutenefs of wit, and the many excellent poems he com- 
pofed; he being a married man had carnal converfe with another woman, at which his 
friends and well-wifhers being greatly concerned, one of them laid hold of an opportu¬ 
nity to accoft and fet upon him, eameftiy intreating he might break off his unclean and 
debauched converfe with that woman, holding out unto him his fin and mifery, and 
ufiug what arguments he thought might prevail for that end, but he gave a deaf ear un¬ 
to all that was laid, and by no means would be diffuaded from haunting her company, 
yea, in contempt of the admonition and reproof, made as if he were going to that wo¬ 
man's houfe the lame night, and fo parting from his friend, went in the evening to a 
waier or loch fide, where he walked for iometime alone, and then appeared a mania 
company with him all in black, and thus they continued walking together till night, as 

n the 


ZETLAND, PIGHTLAND-FIRTH, AND CAITHNESS. 795 

the people ohfervinr did judge, and the next morning this referable wretch was found 
dead with his brains dated out, (though there were no hones near to the p.ace wheye 
he lav), on a hill fide at a little diftance from the water, his head and fliouldcrs lying 
downward to the detent of the hill, his brains were scattered, and the ground about him 
was all troiteii, as if there had been (faith my informer), twenty men and horfes fot 
twenty-four hours upon the fpot. It is not many years fince this led out. So bad a r,- 
compence cloth the devil give his vaffals and Haves for their ferv.ee for whoremongers 
and adulterers God will judge, which judgments often he begmneth to inflict m tins ie, 
for the punifhment of the guilty, and the terror of all, anu to fliew that he is of purei 
eves than that he can behold fuch horrid iniquity; though the pouring out of the full 
vl'idsof his wrath he referveth for the future, where their worm fliall not die, nor the 

fire for ever be quenched. , r , , . 

The filial defeat and overthrow of the Spanilh Armada, that fuppofed and commonly 
f though arrogantly) called Invincible Navy, anm 158,8, is famous in htftory, which was 
efncciallv caufed by ftormy winds and rempefh, feme thereby finking at fea, others fpbt- 
tii upon the coate both of England and France, and efpeciaily upon the nort h of Scot¬ 
land Orkney and Zetland ; and the Fair Ifle had the honour of the Duke of Medina $ 
being driven on fhore upon it, under whofe conduct this navy was; who after his fhip- 
wreck came over to Dunroffnefs in Zetland, as an old gentlewoman informed me ; of 
whom {he heard the country people fay who faw him, frequently fpeak, when Hie was a 
child * fo the Lord difperfed and broke this huge and formidable navy, that of a hund¬ 
red and thirty Ihips which fet out from Spam with provifion, ammunition, and other 
furniture exceeding great, fcarce thirty returned ; the God of land and fea heard and an- 
fwered the prayers of his people in Britain, thecurfe of God pnrfuing that hellifli enter- 
pril'e notwithllanding of the infallible Popifh benediaion on that invincible armada ; 
for as our hiftorian Calderwood obferveth, « The rumour of the great Spanilh armada 
being blazed abroad, fervent were the prayers of the godly in Scotland, powerful 
and piercing were the fermonsof preachers, efpeciaily in the time of fall, whereupon 
the Lord uttered his voice againft his, and his church’s enemies, by terrible things in 
ri'rhteoufnefs ; our coate upon which many of that fleet were call away, and fome of 
the people in it begged from door to door, proclaiming aloud the glory of his juftice 

and power.” _ 

There are no weafels in all the northern ifles of Zetland, as I am inrormed, though 
numerous in the Mainland, which they report thus came to pafs : the falconer having a 
power given him, to get a hen out of every houfe, once in the year ; but one year they 
refilling, or not being fo willing to give, the falconer out of revenge, brought the next 
year two weafels with him, which did generate and fpread, fo that now they are become 
very deftru&ive to feveral goods of the inhabitants, whereof a gentleman our informer, 
told us he had killed feveral half an ell long. 


Chap. IX .—The Fijh-Trade is m&ft eonjiderabk , in Zetland. 

OF all the things remarkable in Zetland, their fitetrade is the moft confidernble, 
wherefore 1 have chofen to fpeak of it by itfelf. Which I Hall labour to do, by flaw¬ 
ing what fifhing they have in thefe feas, and what fifties they do moft abovnd in, and 
have plenty of; and then hold out who are thefe who trade, and what ad\ antages do 
accrue thereby unto the inhabitants, with fome rcfle&ions upon the whole. 

The filhing here is much decayed by what it was, for now neither is there frch a great 
number of fifties taken, nor fo eafily can they be had, as formerly ; for not above forty 

5 i 2 or 


79^ J1RAND*S DESCRIPTION OF ORKNLY, 

or fifty years finec, the fifliers would have taken the great fifties, fuch as killen; IJrig, $cc* 
in the voes or lochs, and that in great numbers, and lb were not neceflitated to under !y 
fuch danger and toil in going out to the fea, but could have lien before their own doors 
and drawn the fifties, which certainly was more fafe, eafy, and convenient to them in 
many refpedts ; whereas now they are obliged to put out fome leagues unto the fea,. 
and fo far often that they almofl fink the land, elfe they cannot have any fifhing worth 
their expence and pains, which cannot but be very toilfome and dangerous, in cafe a 
ftorra ihould arife and blow off the land, and fo pur them to fea with their little boats 
or yawls, not able to keep long out againft the violent and fwelling waves; and fo it 
hath fallen out to fome, who being toiled to and fro, whither tide and wind did drive 
them, have never feen land any more ; and as it is dangerous, fo it is toilfome, and coils 
them much labour, feeing often they lie fome nights and days at lea, and not come 
afhore. 

The fifhing formerly being greater than what now it is, occafioned, they fay, fome 
hundreds of more ftiips to refort yearly unto this country than what now life to do, 
when fifties cannot be had to ferve them ; and indeed neither now are the fifties fo 
fought after as fome time they have been, when they could eafily be had, many being 
willing rather to Hay at home and catch what they can about the coafls, which ordi¬ 
narily are but the finalier fifties, than to undergo fuch hazards and toil in following the 
greater, which an Hamburgh merchant waiting for a lading complained to me of. 

Although when we inflitute the comparifon between the former and the latter times* 
their prefent fifhing will appear to be but fmall; yet if we take ir under view as it is in 
itfelf without fuch a refpeft, we will find it to be very coofiderable ; for though in fome 
years it be greater than in others, yet every year many trading fhips are thereby laded* 
and this fame year 1700 the fifhing is thought to be very good : an inJtance whereof x 
merchant gave us, that in one week in the month of June there were taken by fome 
boa r s belonging to one place, of Northmevan, four thoufand ling, all which were brought 
in for the loading of that fhip wherein he was concerned 1 and another gentleman 
added, that fome other boats at a little diflancc from thefe, drew about feven hundred 
more ; but this was fomething extraordinary, and ufeth not often to fait out that in* one 
week they take fuch a number. 

The fifties that do moft abound here are killin, ling, &c., which being faked and 
dried, foreigners export them to other countries; of thefe, as hath been faid, there is 
great plenty, but are not ordinarily taken near the land : as for haddocks, whitings, and 
fuch lefTer white fifties, they care not fo much for the feeking after* except what is for 
their own ufe, for Grangers ufe but feldom to buy them: and thefe greater fifties they 
get a greater quantity of in fome places than in others; as off Bunrofhk k Northmevan, 
Unft, Yell, 

Great fhoals of herring do fwim alfo in thefe Teas, which are taken in the fanimer 
feafon, efpecially in the month of July and the beginning of Augu/t, for fometimes then 
they will come within a penny-Hone call: of the fhore, and be fwi mining fo thick, and 
ta^en fo fall, that one boat will call upon another to come and help them, and take a 
part of their fifties, Thefe herrings taken here are reckoned to be very good, if not 
among the beft, that are taken upon the ifles belonging to the King of Britain's domi¬ 
nions; and as now faid of the white t fh, fo it is of the herrings, they freqqent fome 
places more than others ; as off Braflfa to the eaft, and between Brafia and Whalfey, 
or the Skerries, where the buffes do commonly lie, within fight of the land of Zetland. 
And whatever may be faid ot Grotius his mare commune or liberum, yet it holds here, for 
any have or take liberty to come andfifli in thefe Teas, without any way acknowledging 
that fovereignty whereunto thefe ifles do belong. 


There 


ZRTLAftfi, HGHTLANB-FIRTH, AND CAITHNESS 797 

Thsi*e ar£ likewife here a great many grey fifties taken ? which they call filluks and 
feths ? which are judged to be the fame kind of fifli ? only the feths are a greater and older 
filinks, a thick anti fat fill]; for out of one liver of fome feths they will get a pint of 
our meafure of oil, with which oil the inhabitants pay part of their rents, and fell the 
reft; unto merchants. The oil they get after this manner: they put the liver into a pot 
or pan half full of water, which when feething, the oil by the force of the fire or boiling 
water is drawn from the liver, which fo being feparated, and fwimming above, they take 
or fcum it off, and put in vellels for their ule. Ihefe feths are to be had about all the 
coafts, but more efpecially about Dunroftnefs, Delton, and fome other places. 1 he 
filluks, as hath been obferved, are very numerous in Orkney, but more rarely are the 
feths to be had there, though the fame kind of foil; but in Zetland there is no fcarcity 
of both. 

Among the many other excellent fifties which are here for to he had, there are the- 
tufk, a rare, wholefome, and delicious filh, no lefs pleafant to the tafte than they are to 
the eye; fome of them are as big as ling, of a brown and yellow colour, with a broad 
tail; when making ready for ufe they fwel! in the pan more than any other foil; when 
made ready, their filh is very white and clear; when new haled, they are much more 
pleafant to" eat than when falted and dried, for then I think they lole much more of 
their favour and relifti. They begin to foil for them about the end of May or beginning 
of June, and are taken to the call of the ifle of Braffa, or between Brafla and Whalfey, 
opening to the coafts of Norway, and here only are they to be found, and more rarely 
in pther places, except off Dunroffnefs, where alfo fometimes they are got. The fifhers 
often go out about the beginning of the week, and not return home till the end of it,, 
and the further they go-off to the fea they will get them the bigger, and in greater num¬ 
bers They ufe to fell them to the Ham burghers for eight or ten pounds Scots the 
hundred, or fix fcore; and fome of them alfo are taken to other places, where they are 
much defired by fuch as know ihetn. 

Thofe who commonly frequent this country and trade with the inhabitants are Ham- 
burghers, and fometimes Bremers and others, who come here ordinarily in the month 
of May or about the beginning of June, and in feveral places fet up booths or Ihops, 
where they fell liquors, as beer, brandy, &c., andwheaten bread, as that which they call 
cringel-bread, and the like; they alfo fell feveral forts of ereme-ware, as linen, muflin, 
&c. And ihefe merchants feek nothing better in exchange for their commodities than 
to truck with tile country for their fifties, which when the filhers engage to, the mer¬ 
chants will give them either money or ware, which they pleafe, and fo the filhers going 
to Tea, what they take they bring once in the week or oftener, as they have occafion, and 
lay them down at their booth door, or in any other place where the merchant appoints 
them to be laid, and they being there numbered, the merchants account for them ac¬ 
cordingly : thefe fifties, which are ordinarily great white fillies, as killen, ling, and the 
like, the merchants or their fervants having dried, they take them aboard of their fliips. 
Several fuch Dutch booths are to be feen through the illes, as fix ordinarily in the ifle 
cf Unft, two in Yell, &c. 

. The Hollanders alfo repair to thefe illes in June, as hath been faid, for their herring 
fifhing, but they cannot be faid fo properly to trade with the country, as to filh upon 
' their coafts, and they ufe to bring all forts of provifions neceflary with them , fave fome 
frelh vi&uals, as flieep, lambs, hens, &c., which they buy on fiiore. Stockings alfo 
are brought by the country people from all quartet s to Lerwick and fold to thefe fifhers 
for fometimes many thoufands of them will be afliore at one tim ■, and ordinary it is with 
them to buy ftockings to themleives, and fome likewife do to their wives and children, 

' which 
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which is very beneficial to the inhabitants ; for fo money is brought into the country* 
there is a vent for the wool, and the poor are employed. Stockings alio are brought 
from Orkney and fold there, whereby ibnie gain accrues to the retailers., who wait the 
coming of the Dutch fleet for a market* 

But especially much advantage doth redound to them from their trade with the Ham- 
burghers ; for befides that they are furmfhed by them with provifions, what neeeffary 
what convenient, thefe merchants bring a considerable fum of money with them, fo that, 
as one of their ininifters told me, feven fliips are ordinarily reckoned to have three thou- 
fond fix hundred dollars aboard, which they leave behind them not only for fiflies, but 
alfo for feveral other things which are the product of the country, as butter, oil, &c, ; 
and if any pleafe not to take their commodities, they prefently give them money upon 
receipt of their goods, The proprietors alfo, or makers of the ground upon which 
thefe booths are built, reap a confiderable gain, for feme of them will get twenty dollars 
per annum for the ufe of a houfe in the fummer feafon to be a booth ; and I think twice 
or thrice the fum will build them. 

Upon the whole of this chapter we may entertain thefe following refieftions : firft, 
hence we may obferve the power, wifdpm, and goodnefo of God; his power in that 
liis hands have made this great and wide fea, wherein are things creeping innumerable; 
how many millions of great and finall fiflies are every year taken, yet the next we ex- 
pe£l to be ferved with as great a number ; God giving thefe creatures the fea for their 
proper habitation, and providing fuitable provifion for them in that element, where 
neither feed-time nor harvell, yet all thefe wait upon him, and he giveth their meat in 
due feafon. His wii'dom, in that wife and beautiful order to be oblerved among thefe 
brutal creatures, the feveral kinds knowing their coming and their going time, and their 
loving to frequent one place of the water more than another, though both under the 
fame climate: their going forth all of them by bands, though they have no king, over¬ 
leer, or ruler, thefe Jqmmmofa cohortes , though not governed by principles of reafon, 
yet by their natural inftinft being reafonably aded, each to their proper ends, for the 
maintenance and prefervation of their feveral kinds, give occafion to reafonable man to 
acknowledge, admire, and adore the infinite wifdo.m of his and their maker. Here alfo 
ihegoodnefs of God is to be obferved in this, that all thefe are given for the fervice of 
man, that not only our tables fhould be furnifiied with the creatures that breathe in the 
fame element with us, but alfo with thefe that live in another; and feeing all thefe arc, 
as it were, facrificed for our ufe, fhould we not tc prefen t ourfelves fouls and bodies 
living facrifices holy and acceptable unto God, which is our reafonable fervice.” Seeing 
that God hath made man to have dominion over the beaks of the field, the fowls of the 
air, and the fifties of the fea, fhould we not gratefully fhew forth his praife, and fay with 
all the wife obferyers of Providence, ** O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in 
in all the earth ?” 

2. It is the hilling only which makes this country any way defirable, elfe it would be 
veiy unpleafont living there, as Boethius of old did obferve: Quorum opes univerfe in 
pifeibus foie arefaitis^ quas quotminis ad cos accedenfes Hollands? Zelandi ac Gevmani alia - 
rumque rerum vulgariwnpermutatione mercaniut\ Yea, if we ab(tract from their hfhing- 
trade, in many pieces there could not be any living at all, they not having fields either 
ior com land or grazing; but they trading in fifties with foreign merchants, who import 
many goods for the more comfortable living of the country, their coming in the fummer 
is very refrefhful to all the inhabitants, the thoughts and expectation of which in the 
winter doth not a little revive them, w hen they fiiall enjoy fame better fare than what 
£heir country doth afford, when Hamburgh liquors and commodities (hall be brought 

to 
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to their doors, which being expefted and defired may occafion fometinies their taking; 
of -1 iar-Ter cud they knowing that the booths will not always hand open. 

, Ms to S obferied, that (till the fur her north we go the ffe are to be had m 
neater abundance; in Zetland more than in Orkney ; and in Iceland, to the north of 
Ctllnd more than in either, the inhabitants there moltly living upon fifties: and again 
we may notice; as there is not fitch a plenty of fillies in Orkney as m Zetland, yet there 
is a greater of corn; and fo in Zetland there is more corn than m keiand toi m Icebmd 
they h,ve little, if any, corn as the product of their country, as fome m Zetland did in¬ 
form mi who have converfed with thefe who have been there; therefore the common¬ 
alty centrally make ufeof dried fifes beaten final! mftead of bread, as Boethius hmteth 
at J Utir.i Schetlandicas alia qtwdam infill#, qua pijces arfittos ac foie wduiatos 
contundunt, moxadmijia aqua inpafiillos componunt, atqneadfocum torrent , qiu ilhs pani, ej.. 
which fheweth us the grlat wifdom of God in his great works of providence, w o b- ; 
iloweth not all bleffings upon every nation; but when he demeth 01 gtvetn Ids of one 
bleffing to one nation or country, he alloweth them more of another ; which is a o 
often dbfei-ved with refpeft to particular perlbns. Ihtt variety hkevviie flieweth the 
nece£5ty and advantage of one nation or kingdom s trading with anot iu. 

4. The fi filing-trade is very lucrative and enriching to thefe who clolely follow, it; 
it is commonly fiid that it is the fitting which firlt railed the Netherlands to that pitch 
of erandeor and wealth which now they have arrived at: hence feme hutonans cal the 
fifherv the Gold mine of Holland, and that by their filhrng efpecially in the Bntifh leas; 
and if it were not fo very gainful, what would make them every year equip luch a nu¬ 
merous fleet of feveral hundreds of buiTes, under the guard and proteftion of their con¬ 
voys, but that they know the Zetland feas makes their nulls to go, therefore they do fo 
warmly purfue this trade, and encourage the undertakers thereof : and 10 it is with the 
Hamburghers and other merchants, especially in the Hans 1 owns, wiio ttadmg heie 
d 111111? the fummer feafon, return home in Auguft or September, they not only with 
fifties ferving their refpeSive cities, but by fending them alio up the countiv do make 
a good market, which engageth and encourageth them to return every year and follow 

the fame trade. . 

5. Theconlideration of this great gain that doth redound to the tiading merchants, 
hath of late animated fome gentlemen and others in Zetland to enter into a fociety or 
company for trading in fifties ; that whereas Grangers make fuch a good hand with their 
fifties, they may as \Vell confult their own profit and gain, by pro mo ring of that Hade, 
which tendeth fo much to the enriching of others, efpecially feeing rhey can do it with 
far lefs trouble and expence when here at home, where tli£ fifties’ are to be had, which 
when taken and prepared may be fent abroad tor fale to foreign markets ^ whereas the 
Hanlburghers and others which come here are obliged to tarry from home through the 
fummer waiting for their lading* 

6. It hath been thought very flrange by many that our own fithmg, for which we 
have fo great and fo inviting advantages beyond others, fhould yet be io much neglected 
by ourfeives, and left to the improvement of ftrangers, who reap vaft gain horn it* 
And as this deferves the confideration of the government, fo it might be expected toat 
the late difapppintmentj in the holy and wife providence, of this nation s noule and go* 
nerons attempt to have fettled a foreign plantation, for raifing us lioin the dunghill of 
contempt and poverty, and advancing our wealth and trade, will excite both thefe worthy 
undertakers and others to employ their flocks and endeavours in learching after and 
digging thefe mines of the ocean nearer home, and profiting by thefe blefiiiigs which 
Frcvidence has brought to our very doors, especially fmee thereby not only would a 

number 
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Dumber of able Teamen be yearly trained for the ufe and fervice of the nation, and the 
nation thereby put in a better capacity for undertaking and fupporting greater projetts 
of trade in the more remote parts of the world, but likewife many poor people would 
be employed who are ready to ftarve. And it is more reafonable wefhouid ftfhin our 
own Teas, than for Grangers fo to do ; and 1 do greatly queilion if the Hollanders, 
Hamburghers or others, would fo permit us to fifli in any feasfo nigh to their land, de¬ 
pending on their fovereignty, as we do them. 

And for this end Hupping would be encouraged by the government, and trading mer¬ 
chants, as.the Hollanders, do, an inftance whereof we had when in Zetland: a Holland 
ihip came into Bralla Sound from cruizing about the Fair Me, waiting for the Eaft: India 
fleet, having in her wine, brandy, victuals, &c, for their ufe, that they might be rc- 
ffeihed before they arrived at their port, and this the trading company neglect not ordi¬ 
narily to do. which Iheweth they are great encouragers of trade ; and for the encou¬ 
raging of trade, taxations impofed upon /hipping fhould be eafy, efpecially now when 
the trade is fo low, that many merchants and Hi ip-mailers, after they have hazarded 
their lives and their all, do return Infers home; for if otherwile, no wonder that all con¬ 
cerned in trade be difpirited and difeouraged in attempting any thing that is noble, 
which might tend to the nation’s public good. 

Chap. X . —Concerning Pightland-Firth, the federal Tides ivhfch meet there, the Danger 

of Pqfage, 

THE noife that Pightland-Firth makes among many who only have heard thereof, as 
being noted and famous for its danger to paffengers, and the caufes which concur to 
render it fo, awakened us more particularly to enquire concerning it, which we had 
opportunity to do in our return from Zetland by Orkney to Caithnefs: and therefore 
feeing we palled it in our voyage, I /hall not altogether pals it in this narrative, but commu¬ 
nicate to the inquifitive what I know either from my own or others’ obferration anent it. 

1 his firth is commonly called Pit! 1 and, Pightland, or Pentbland-Firth,doubtlefs from 
the I J i£ts whofe kingdom of old Orkney was, divided by this firth from the continent 
of Scotland, Blaw, in his Atlas or Geography, tells us of a certain tradition, fliewing 
how it came firft to be fo denominated ; that the Piets on a time being defeated by the 
Scots, who purfued the victory unto Caithnefs and Dungilby-head, where the vanquilhed 
remnant, fo hotly purfued, not judging themfelves fafe, were forced to take boats and 
go over the firth to Orkney; but the Orkney-men convening upon the alarm of iheir 
landing, did fo warmly receive them with a fliarp conflitt, that the Piets were obliged 
to retire and take themfelves to their boats again, with which they going off, and not 
acquainted with the running of the tides, they all perilhed ; upon which fad cataffrophe, 
fo fatal to the Pidiilh nation, this firth ever fince was called Piflland, or Pightland-Firth. 
Buchanan calls it Pcnthland-Firth, as it is commonly pronounced, from one Penthus; 
but who this Penthus was, our hiftorian hath not been pleafed to impart unto us : Nam 
penthlandici monies et freturn Pcnthlandicum a Pent ho non a Pitta compofila vidcri pojfmit. 
Some hiltorians relate that the Pitts coming firft out of Germany into Orkney, which 
they inhabited for a feafon, thence they palled over to Caithnefs and other parts of the 
north of Scotland; fo that hence this firth is called Pittland-Firth. 

The firth is faid to be twelve miles broad, and I think they are but fliort; but this 
may be abundantly com pen fed by the danger of the pafiage: it is bounded on the north 
by the ifles of Orkney, and on the fouth by Dungifby-head in Caithnefs; to the weft 
is the Deucaledonian Ocean, whence the flood comes; and to the eaft is the German 
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Ocean whence the ebb runneth. The landing-places are Berwick fouthernmoft 
poS of Somh Ronaldiha in Orkney, and DungHbyJiead the northemmaft 
^ railed -dfo Tohn Grott’s i-Ioufe, the northernmoft houfe in Scotland, the a 

mmp n f Gr ot is frequent in Caithnefs. Upon the fand by John Grot s Houle at e lounu 
many fmall pleafant'buckies and fhells, beautified with diverfe colours, which fome ule 
SSE as bods, and account much of for their tanty. It is alio ohferyod 
of thefeSiells, that°notone can be found altosethcr hkea^te; M u^n tlic K*i 
of the parcel 1 had, I dUcemed fome diflerence among them, which valid) icuo.is 

'''fothefittlTar^telflMof Svrinna, Stroma, and Pightland-Sketries. From Bm wlck 
to the weft-north-weft lies Swinna, one of the ifles of Orkney; a little ifte wherein are 
fome inhabitants, who have a good fifliing about the ifle, but often mt S ie ^ 
rot only becaufe it is in Pightland-firth, where many tides do go, but becaufe of feme 
dangerous wells or whirlpools which are nigh unto it. From Burwick about five m 
fix miles to the fouth-eaft lies Pightland-Skernes, dangerous to feamen ; thefe Skernes 
being in the mouth of the firth to the eaft, upon which both in ebb and flood there 
<roes g a great fea; therein is fome good pafture, but not inhabited lave fometimes in he 
fummer feafon. In the firth alfo is the Hie of Stroma, a little pleaiant file, abounding 
with corns, about a mile and an half long, and half a nule broad, and though it be 
the firth, yet it is not reckoned as one of the ifles of Orkney, becaufe of ns vicinity to 
Caithnefs, from which it is but about two miles diftant, and this is the only ifte which 
belongs unto Caithnefs, and is ftill under the jurirdiftion of the lords of that country. 

Befides the ifles there are ferae fkerries, as before Buywick; not halt a mile Itotn 
land, there is one feen at an ebb, upon which three years ago was caft away a fhip be¬ 
longing to Aberdeen, and all the men in her, as they fay, were loll. 

Although the fea in this firth floweth and ebbeth twice in the twenty-four hours, as 
it doth in other places, yet there is a meeting of many tides here, which running con¬ 
trary one to another, caufe that great rage, and as it were a conflict of waters, which is 
terrible to behold, and dangerous to engage with : what is the number of thole tides 
cannot well be condefcended upon, fome fay thirteen, others eighteen, and others 
twenty-four. Blaw, in his Geography, hinteth at this, and the reafon thereof, fhewmg 
that the fea running among the Orkney Ifles, is thereby reftrained, and made to go 
through the ifles as lo many water-fpouts, which meeting in this firth render it toi tor tra¬ 
dable'and dangerous. But becaufe of the pertinency .and elegancy of the hiftonan 
upon this head, I lhall give his own words; Fretum hoc navigantibus formiaabue^ neque 
nift fiat is temperibus , quanquam pofitis vcntis, trajedui opportunism . Cauja eft cum csjius 
mark quofidie a jeptentrionibus incitetur in his lock Orchadas dreumfufm ufque hiterfttjusy 
hk primum ob]edit ierrarum coercetur$ unde vis ilia immenfa aquarian mulih canalihusin- 
fulas illas permeant, dein reliquo mari m hoc freto effitfa, ludantibus etiam mans Vergiviiet 
'Orientalu undis formidabiies aquarian mortices cumfummo navium pcriculo creat . And indeed 
when we fee the many impetuous tides coming out into this firth, from among the ifles 
Orkney, each bearing that courfe to which they are determined, by the land and ifles 
they wafh and beat upon, we will not judge it ftrange, that there fliould be iuch a 
meeting of tides in this firth ; for, as feme exprefs it, « Every craig-lug makes a new 
tide and many craigs and lugs are there here. 

Hence it is clear that the tide will run with a greater rapidity and force in fome- 
places than in others 5 as when we pafs that part of the firth, where we meet with the 
vol. 111. 5 * _ tide 
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tide in the ebb ruiyiing off the fides of Pightland Skerries from fouth-eaft, down into the 
Swelchie of Stroma, then the men mud ply their oars and work hard, left they be borne 
down into the Swelchie, a dangerous place* When alfo we are three or four miles 
from Caithnefs, there is another fuch rapid current coming from the fouth of Dungis- 
by-head out of Murray-firth running upon Stroma, both into the Swelchie on the 
north, and into the Merry-men of May on the fouth end of the ifie. In our paffage 
through this current, for half an hour, we made not, as we could obferve, one foot of 
way, though there were four men tugging at the oars, and no wind blowing; and in 
all probability we had been carried down upon Stoma, if an able man, a paifenger, had 
not taken an oar, fo that then there were three oars upon our (larboard fide* Hence 
in feme places there is a fwift, and in others a foft running tide, which the boatmen 
being well acquainted with, they will fometimes reft from their hard labour and refrelh 
themfelves a little. 

In our paflage we fee the currents before we engage with them, running like the 
torrents of feme great rivers, and in feme places we will fee the waters fmooth, and 
rough round about } the reafon wherefore of I know not, if it be not becaufe of fame 
tides meeting there, and, as it were, for fome time quiefcent in their centre, fomething 
like unto which I have obferved in the meeting of feveral rivers in one place* 

In the firth are feveral places remarkable for their danger, as the wells of Swinna, 
whereof fome are on the eaft fide and others on the weft fide of the ifie, they are like 
unto whirlpools, turning about with fuch violence, that if any boat come nigh unto 
them, they will fuck or draw it in, and then turneth it about until it be fwallowed up : 
but thefe wells are only dangerous in a calm, and feamen or fifiiers to prevent their 
danger thereby ufe, when they come near them to caft in an oar, barrel, or fuch like 
thing, on which the wells clofing, they fafely pafs over* The mini tier of the place told 
me, that about twenty years ago there were two fifher-boats there, who coming nigh 
the wells, the men in the one boat feeing their danger, one of thefe men thus afraid 
took hold of the other boat by them, and both boats were fwailowed up. One of the 
minifters of Zetland told me, there were three of thefe boats, it fo falling out, that he 
palTed the firth the very day after they perifhed : yet notwithflanding of thefe dangers 
the fifhers will not defift from fiihing about thefe wells; for they obferve the nearer 
they come to them, the have the fifhes both greater, better, and more numerous, fo 
the fifhes draw the men, and the wells draw both. 

Near to thefe Skerries before Bur wick formerly mentioned, are alfo two or three 
wells, called the Wells of Tiftala, only dangerous in a flood, as the wells of Swinna 
are in an ebb \ thefe wells, as fome do judge, are caufed by an hiatus or gap in the earth 
below: further I would offer this confideration, that whereas all thefe wells arc nigh 
unto ragged rocks, conflantly beat upon by the tides, there may be fome fecreE con¬ 
veyances of the water into caverns at the bottom of the rock, from which they may 
pafs into fome other places, where they rife again, and that even in the fame firth, 
though fuch places be unknown, as it is ftoried of many rivers, which fall into and run 
many miles below the earth, and come out again in other places. But that which I 
judge to be more fituple, is that feveral tides running upon the rocks, and thence re¬ 
turning and meeting with other tides, caufe fuch a whirl as we fee behind mill-wheels* 
fome of the water coming from, and another part as ft were appearing to return upon 
the wheel, which caufe fuch a whirl, and no more doth the whirls in the firth require a 
hiatus in the earth or a fubterraneous paffage, than the whirls in the mill’s water- 
courfes ; as for their fwallowing up of boats which are no more feen, this doth not prove 
it j for thefe boats may be broken beneath the water upon rocks or the like, and the 
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broken timber go to the fea, of which there is enough found caft afliore upon thefe ifles. 
But many things of this nature are hidden to us, and we can only give our conjeaures 
anent them. 

There is alfo in this firth the Swelchie of Stroma, a very dangerous place at the 
north end of the ifle of Stroma, where there is a meeting of feveral tides which caufeth 
the water to-rage and make a dreadful noife, heard at fome diftance ; as likewife the 
fea-billows are raffed high, and appear white and frothy, very terrible to behold, efpeci- 
ally if any dorm be lying on, falling unto which all paffengers carefully labour to avoid ; 
as a gentleman related to me, that once he was in great danger, the feamen giving 
themfelves over for loft, though three miles from the Swelchie, and that in a dead calm, 
when within two or three pair of butts to Stroma, and though fo near land, they had 
been carried down into and perifhed by this Swelchie, as they all laid their account, 
if the Lord had not fpeedily caufed a northern wind to blow, whereby they got hold 
of Stroma. 

There is another dangerous place at the fouth end of this ifle of Stroma, where is 
alfo a great conflict of water, called the Merry-men of May, fo called from the houfe ■!■ 
Mey, a gentleman's dwelling in Caichnefs, oppofite to this ifle, and called Merry-men 
becaufe of the leaping and dancing, as it were, of the waters there, though mirth and 
dancing be far from the minds of the feamen and paffengers, who ftiall be fo unhappy 
as to fall in among them, efpecially when any Tea is going. 

Seeing from what hath been faid this firth is fo very dangerous to pafs, no wonder 
that the mariners and others be very careful to lay hold on the fitted occafion for a fafe 
paffage, which they find to be a little before the turning of the tide, when it is beginning 
to ebb on the fliore, but the flood is yet running in the fea, then they ufe to go off, 
that fo when they are in or nigh unto the middle of the firth, the tide may be upon the 
turn, which caufeth for fome time a Hill and quiet fea, (as to the running of the tides,) 
and the feamen are not fo put to it, in wreftling either again ft flood or ebb. Buchanan, 
fpeaking of thefe feas and the rapid tides, elegantly expreffeth himfelf: Dua funt 
tempeftates quibus ha angajlia funt fuperabiles, aut cum ajhttm relapfu cejfante undarum 
confUfttt, mare tr&nquillatur , aut ubi pleno alveo aquor ad fummum incrementi pervenit, 
lanpiefcente utrinque vi ilia , qua undas concitabat , veiuti receptui , canente oceano procellis 
et voriicejis pelagi commoti molibus fe ’velttf in Jua cafira reclpicntibus. 

Any wind, they obferve, will take them over from Burwick to Caithnefs, if tided 
right, and the wind not in fouth-weft, or nigh to that point, and fo from Caithnefs to 
Burwick if not in the north-eaft, or nigh to it. But the north-weft wind they call the 
king of the firth, not only, 1 judge, becaufe it will both take them from Caithnefs to 
Orkney, and from Orkney to Caithnefs, but alfo becaufe if it blow any thing, it keep- 
eth them up in an ebb from falling into the wells of Swinna, the Swelchie of Stro¬ 
ma, and the Merry-men of Mey. By tiding right alfo they can come over by the 
help of oars, though there be no wind : and at any time, though they obferve not the 
tide, they can pafs from Orkney to Caithnefs if it blow a good gale from north-eaft, and. 
fo from Caithnefs to Orkney if the like blow from fouth-weft. The boatmen who ufe 
to pafs the firth, from their experience know it beft, and can avoid the fwell of a fea, 
when perfons of greater fkill cannot do it. 

At no time is there any anchoring in this firth, for if any through ignorance or 
otherwife attempt it, -within a little time they muft either cut their cables, as fome have 
done, and be gone; or elfe if their anchors or cables break not, they will be ridden 
under: the experience whereof one of our (hips lately had, who calling anchor even in 
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the mouth of the firth where the tides are not fo ftrong, their anchor within a little 
time broke, and they behoved to go fea. 

In a ftorm, efpecially if it blow from fouth-eaft, (which, they fay, in the firth caufcth 
the greateft fea,) and the tide be running in the wind’s eye, the roaring and fwelling 
waves are very terrible, and mount fo high, that they could wafh, not only the deck, 
but the fails and topmafts of the biggeft (hips. 

The houfe of Mey formerly mentioned, is a myth, fign, or mark, much obferved by 
failors in their pafling through this firth between Caithnefs and Stroma ; for they care¬ 
fully fix their eyes upon the luins, or chimney-heads of this houfe, which if they lofe 
fight of, then they are too near Caithnefs, and fo ready to run upon fand-banks, but if 
they get alfo fight of the houfe, then they are too near Stroma, and lo may lplit upon 
the rocks, which lie off the fouth end of Stroma. _ , 

Hence we fee, r lhcy w r ho go down to the lea in fiups, and do bufmefs in the gteat 
waters, thefe fee the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the depths ; that he is a God, 
glorious in holinefs, fearful inpraifes, doing wonders; he caufeth the wind lo blow,and 
the fea to How at his pleafure; bounding the impetuous tides with the rocks and land, 
faying, Hitherto fhall ye come, and no further, and here fhall your proud waves be 
flayed ; which though they roar yet (hall they not prevail.” His goodnefsand power, 
putting a reftraint upon them; his wifdom and counfel directing their turning and 
returning for his own glorious ends. Glory to his name ! 

Chap. XI .—Concerning Caithnefs , and what we found to be moft remarkable there . 

MY difcourfe upon Orkney and Zetland being extended beyond what either was 
intended or expected, I fliall therefore ftudy to be the briefer upon Cairhnefs, as like- 
wife feeing it is fuppofable, that it may be better known than any of the former, it being 
upon the fame continent with us. What then is to be faid thereupon, I fhall difpatch 
and fum up in this one chapter. 

Caithnefs is the northernmoft province or fhire in Scotland, having Pightland firth, 
whereby it is divided from Orkney on the north, the entrance to Murrayrfirth on the 
eaft, Sutherland and Strathnaver on the fouth, and the Deucaledonian Ocean on the 
, weft. It is from that high hill called the Ord of Caithnefs, toward the fouth, whereby 
it is divided from Sutherland, to Dungifby-head, about thirty miles long, and from 
Tliurfo on the weft fide to Wick on the eaft fide of the country twelve miles broad. 

As we were much in the dark about the etymology of Orkney and Zetland, fo no 
lefs ,are we here in that of Caithnefs*, upon which Blaw, in liis Geography, giveth us 
this noinndum: “ That many names of places are fomething ftrange, whofe original 
feem to be neither Scottifh, Irifli, Danifh, or Norwegian, but unknown, uncertain, and 
moil ancient: fuch as Orbiher, Loyibfter, Robafter, Trumbufler, and innumerable 
' others. Caterum not. nmlta locorum nominaperegrinum quidfapere, quorum ongoneque Scoti- 
cum, Hibernicum, Danicum, aut Nor-vegicum quid referdnt,fed ignota, incerta, et •vetujfima 
origsnis -uidentur, qualia funt Orbifter , Loyibjier , Robafter, Trumbufler , ct hmumera alia” 
And feeing fuch examples of names which are of an unknown original, as are given by 
the hiftorian, do all end in fter, 1 would add that mod of the names of places in this, 
country do end in fter or ftar, and go, as between twenty and thirty in fter or ftar, and 
about twenty in go, as my informer, who had been for fome time in the country, did 
reckon them. Of old, Sutherland, faith the fame geographer, was called C.attey, and its 
inhabitants Catteigh, and fo likewile was Caithnefs and Strathnaver; and in the Lift,, 
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Sutherland, to this day is called Catey, and its inhabitants Catigh ; fo that Catteynefe 13 
no other than the promontory or cape of the Cattes or Sutherland, which promontory is 
ftretched out from the eafl, (or rather the north) fide, faith the geographer of the 
mountain of the Ord, Aden ut Cattcy-nefs nihil aliudJit quam promontorium Calta feu Su¬ 
therland'iee, quod promontorium a latere Orientals month ordi pratenditur. Thefe Cattasi 
are thought to be a people who arrived thither from Germany. Who would have more 
of this may confult the above-mentioned author. Buchanan will have it to be called 
Caithnefs becaufe of it \being mountainous, but I know not if this reafon will hold, 
for the countries adjacent to Sutherland and Stranaver are more mountainous, and there 
are few high hills or mountains in it, except at the fouth end thereof, where it borders 
with Sutherland, but if it fliould be fo called becaufe it is the nefs or promontory of 
the mountains, the land by north thefe mountains falling lower and running out in a 
promontory into the fea, 1 judge it would hold better, and be faid with greater reafon. 
Boethius alfo faith that this country of old was called Cornana, but the reafon thereof he 
giveth not. 

The Earls of Caithnefs were among the ancienteft in Scotland, and in former times 
have been very potent in this corner, as appears by the Feveral old caftles and places of 
ftrength, which then they were in polfeffion of, but now their memory is almoft extinft. 
The late Earl George dying without iflue, the Laird of Glenorchy, now Earl of Bread- 
albane married the dowager, who having purchafed the Earl’s eftate, the apparent heir 
judging himfelf thereby injured, did gather together fome of the country people to re¬ 
cover his right, but was defeated by Glenorchy ; from the field they went to the bar, 
and debated the matter there, whereupon the Lords gave forth this fentence, that Glen¬ 
orchy Ihould enjoy the eftate^ but the heir thould have the honours, and an aliment al¬ 
lowed him by Glenorchy during his life. The heir having died about a year ago, the 
heirefs his filter fucceeds to the honours, and is in a very mean condition ; living in a 
place where the former Earls ufed to keep their hawks. So to ibis ancient and ho¬ 
nourable family of the Earls of Caithnefs, there is almoft put in holy providence a period 
and clofe : they who had four great houfes in this country like palaces for pleafure and' 
convenience, and caftles for ftrength, now in their heirs enjoy none of them, three are 
ruinous, and one is poffeffed by a ftranger: as likewife there are feveral other ruinous 
houfes to be feen here, who have ipued out their pofleffars, fo confirming that com¬ 
mon obfervation, “ That fin committed by the inhabitants, is as gun-powder laid to the 
foundations of their houfes, which quickly overturneth them, when it pleafeth a righte¬ 
ous God to fire the train.” 

The late Earls of Caithnefs were of the name of Sinclair, of which name alfo- are- 
many gentlemen of the country, who have bought confiderable parts of the Earl’s eftate, 
from the Earl of Breadalbane: before the Sinclairs, the Earls were of the name of 
Shine, and before them were the Haralds, and before the Haralds were the Olas as the 
tradition goeth; concerning which, and the manner of their fucceflion and the interrup¬ 
tion made therein, the country talk feveral things which I {hall not trouble my reader 
with: only 1 {hall obferve what is related by Camden a judicious antiquary, “ That of 
old the Earls of Caithnefs were the fame with the Earls of Orkney, but at length were 
divided, the eldeft daughter of one Mulallus being given in marriage to William de S* 
Claro, vulgo Sinclair, the King’s pander, Ills pofterity had this honour conferred on them, 
of being Earls of Caithnefs.” 

The country is pleafant and very fertile, abounding with grafs and corn, hence yearly 
there is a great quantity of viftual exported, as anno 1695, there were 16,000 bolls em¬ 
barked and taken out, for which end it is much frequented by barks from the firth, 
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Clyde, and other places ; for ordinarily when there is no fcarcity or dearth, the meal is 
fold here at three or four or at mofl five merks per boIL The cattle and fith alfo are to 
be had very cheap, as good kine often in the fhambles, fuch as the country doth afford, 
for three or four fliiUings fterling, and fometimes they fay for two ^ fo that as I have 
heard, fome of the more intelligent inhabitants obferve that here is the cheapeft market 
- in the world : aud the gentlemen can live better upon icoo mcrks, than they can do in 
the fouth upon 4000 per annum f who may improve their flocks to as great if not a greater 
advantage, than in any other place in Scotland, for they may fave their rents, having 
within themfelves what proviAon is neceffary for their table, and may fell out much 
ft ore every year, what to the inhabitants in the country for their own ufe, or for fairing 
and fending abroad, and what to drovers who take them fouth : and it is obfervable that 
if any buy a piece of land, only what is arable is accounted for, as for what ferveth for 
pafture, they ufe not to take notice of, though upon that confideration they may value 
their acres at a greater rate. In the way between Thurfo and Dunnor, we faw much 
low ground overblown with fapd, for two miles back from the fea, which formerly not 
many years fince was a pleafant meadow* 

There are ten parifhesin this country, five of which can be Ferved with minifters not 
having the Irifti language, few of the people there fpeaking it, but the other five cannot 
be fupplied otherwife than by minifters miderftanding Irifti \ in feme of thele parifties 
there being very few who have any knowledge of our language, and feme of the mini- 
fters are obliged to preach both in Englifhand Irifh for the edification of all: fome of 
the parifhes are very wide and populous, which tends to the mcreafeof ignorance among 
many, the minifters not being able lo overtake their work ; fome churches alfo are ruin¬ 
ous, for when heritors are not friends to the work of God, or cannot agree among them¬ 
felves, as to the concerting of fuitabie meafures, for putting or keeping things which 
concern the parifti, in order ; it ufeth to go ill with minifters as to their external accom¬ 
modation and with churches as to their repair. 

The two principal towns in the country are Wick and Thurfo* Wick is a royal burgh, 
on the eaft fide of the country wafhed by the German Ocean at the mouth of Murray 
Firth, by the fide of which runneth a fmall river, at the mouth of the river there is a 
harbour for boats or barks to lye in, which they come into at full lea, but this harbour 
is not fo much frequented, as another about a mile to the north-call of Wick, where 
they judge the boats do lie fafer. Oppofite to Wick lies Thurfo at twelve miles dif* 
tance, on the weft fide of the country, which though it enjoy not the privilege of a 
royal burgh, yet it is more populous than Wick, and hath better buildings in it* by the 
call fide of the town runneth a fmall river called the Water of Thurfo : they have the 
belt church in the country, well furnifhed and kept in good order* 

In the water of Thurfo there is good falmon fifhing, which they take two ways, one 
is by crues or creels with crofted or barred doors going from the one fide of the water 
to the other, fo framed that they fuffer the fifties to go in, but not to go out, out of 
which fometimes they will take feveral horfes burdens of fifh* The other way they take 
them is by a net, wherewith they fifha pool, which lieth a little below the crues, and is 
about a pair of butts in length : they having fpread the net upon the bank, which is 
long enough to reach the breadth of the water, they go in with it, and one man on each 
fide drawing it down the pool, it is followed with eighteen or twenty men, going in a 
break behind it, with long ftaves or poles in their hands j wherewith they keep the net 
to the ground, and loofe it when any way entangled ; the pool in fome places will rife to 
the height of the breaft of the waders, but there is no danger. So they bringdown the 
net foftly and warily to the mouth of an enclcfure, which they call a Stem, into which 
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the fifties are driven, where the fifliers Handing with this larger net, others take a Iefler 
net and going therewith into the Stem, catch the fifties fo enclofed, that fcarce one can 
efcapc,for up the water they cannot run, becaufeofthe larger net, and neither down can 
they go, becaufe of the Stem, or ftones laid together in form of a wall. We faw as we 
could conjecture at one draught upwards of three hundred good falmons taken, and thefe 
who have this fifhtng told us that three years ago, they took five hundred at a draught, 
and going through the pool at the fame time wiihrth'e net again, they caught other two 
hundred, which fahnou for the mod part they faltrn barrels and fend abroad. It is alfo 
to be obferved that the falmon keep this water of Thurfo all the year over, and in the 
winter feafon in froft and fnow if you break the ice, they are to be had. r Ihe pool 
is but about half a mite up the water from Thurfo. 

There are feveral waters or rivers in the country as Thurfo, Wick, Dunibeth, Rice, 
Force, and Beradel, but they are all finall, and indeed there is no great river all the way 
from Caithnefs, till we come to Nefs running by Invernefs in Murray, over which is a 
Prong bridge lately built confiding of feven arches; which river is remarkable for this 
that it never freezeth, though the froft be moft vehement, yea if then you bring a horfe 
unto the river, the icicles will melt at his feet in the fpace of time that he is drinking : 
the river cometh from a loch called Lochnefs, which alfo hath the fame property, four 
or five miles to the weft of Invernefs. This river I make mention of though not in Caith¬ 
nefs, it being the firft confiderableone, having any thing of a ftrong and regular bridge, 
which we palled in our return. 

There are feme trees here, but they are not fo big as thefe which are further fouth, 
even in Sutherland, particularly upon the water of Beradel, there is a pleafant ftrath 
full of fmall wood. And there is a garden three or four miles to the fouth-weft of 
Thurfo very pleafant and well fumiihed with fruit trees, much commended by the in¬ 
habitants. 

The rocks by the coafts are much frequented by fowls of various kinds, as eagles, 
hawks, &c. fuch as in Orkney and Zetland, of which rocks there are long trails ; for 
whereas in Sutherland, ftofs, and Murray, the fea for the moft part is bounded with the 
fand, here it is bounded with the rocks, which it walheth and beateth on, and that at- 
inoft round . aitbnefs from the Ord to Dungifby-head on the eaft, and fo by Dunnot 
Head, and Hoburn Head to Stranaver on the weft, except a few creeks or bays, feveral 
of which are very convenient for anchoring; efpecially in Scribifler Bay, a little to the 
north-welt of Thurfo, there is a good anchoring ground, where (hips may fafely ride 
without the fear of hazard by wind or tide, the capes of land there making a Hill fea, 
and defending the Ihips, which, as it were, flee into their arms from raging and angry 
Pightland Firth: there are here alfo feme rocks lying a little oft' the land, from which 
they are broken and disjoined, which they call Clets, the fame with the holms in Orkney 
and Zetland ; thefe clets are almoft covered with fea-fowls. One way they take thele 
fowls is pleafant, though with great danger; they take a line, upon the end of which they 
fallen fomefifh-hooks, above the hooks there is alfo a pock fattened, and fo from the top 
of the rock, they let down the line thus furniflied with pock and hooks, ftriking the heads 
of the young fowls in their nefts with the pock, upon which the fowls Jo all gape and 
cry; as if it were their dame coming with meat to them, and lb lifting the line they let 
the hooks fall into their mouths, which taking hold of the fowls, they become their 
prey. 

There are likewife feveral caves going from the fea within the rocks, in which the 
waves make a dreadful noife, fuch caves we had occafion- to take notice of in our dif- 
courfe upon Orkney and Zetland. 
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Efpeclally there is a kind of fowls called Snowflefts, which retort to this country in 
great numbers in February ; they are about the bignefs of a fparrow, but exceeding 
fee and delicious ; they fly in flocks, thoufands of them together, many of which the in¬ 
habitants do kill and make ufe of. They ufe to go away in April, and are thought to 
come from the Weft Highlands, They have alfo a great plenty of moorfowls, plovers, 
as much if not more than in any place of Scotland, 

The induftry of the gentlemen here is to be much commended, for although from 
Wick to Dumbeth which is twelve miles long, there be no harbour or bay, but a con¬ 
tinued tract of ragged, hard and iron-like rocks wafted by the fea, yet there are feveral 
harbours forced thereby art, though denied by nature, and paflfagesin many places like 
fteps of ftairsnnade from the top of the rock to the bottom, where their fifh-boats do lie, 
and by paffages do bring their fifties up to the top of the rocks, where they fait and dry 
them in houfes made for the purpofe, whereby great gain doth redound to the owners, 
fome making as much by their fifties, as they do by their land-rent. 

As in Orkney and Zetland there were feveral old chapels, which fuperftinous zealots 
did frequent, fp it is likewife in Caithneis ; the minifters told me there is one in Dunnot 
parifli, befide which there are about fixty heaps of ftones, which the people coming to, 
take with them a ftone and throw it into the heap, bowing thenifelves alfo thereunto. 
Itfigh to it likewife there is a loch called St. John's Loch, concerning which there goes a 
fabulous tradition, that on St. Stephen's Day there was a pleafant meadow in that place, 
where now the loch is, and on St. John's Day thereafter, it was turned into this loch. 
There is alfo another in the parifti of Rhae, to which fame take their children' if they be 
in diftrefs, and make two graves at the fide of one another laying the child be¬ 
tween them, and fo they try if the child will recover ; but the way how they know, I 
forbear to mention. But they fay there is a chapel in the parifti of Konnefbie, the north¬ 
ern moft parifti of all this country, oppofite to Orkney, which is yet more frequented 
than any of the former, which fome wildly fuperftitious frequent on fome day about 
Candlemafs, going about it on their bare knees, and thence going to a water, they call 
fome of it in handfuls over their heads, and from the water to ail alehoule, where they 
ufe to fill thenifelves drunk; and when going to thefe, or at them, they can fcarce, even 
though threatened, be prevailed,with to fpeak. To which helliih rites fome are fo ad¬ 
dicted that the minifters judge it next to impoflible, to get them weaned and brought 
therefrom : but the vigilancy and pains of minifters efpecially of late, hath through the 
bleffingof God not been altogether without fuccefs. Which old chapels both here and 
in Orkney and Zetland, I think the government ftiould caufe to be rafed, which might 
prove as the taking away of the nefi egg. 

The Earls of Caithnefs, as hinted at before, had feveral ftrong and convenient dwell¬ 
ings. One about a fhorthalf mile from Thurfo, called Thurfo by Eaft, now ruinous; 
it hath been built in the form of a court, and the gates have been decorated with cut 
ft one work, and the gardens, avenues and office houfes have been conform to the fplen- 
dour of the houfe. An honeft country man obferving the many great fins that had been 
committed about that houfe, is faid to have predicted to one of the late Earls-its ruin 
and defolation, faying, “ That the cup of fin was filling, and this houfe would fhortly 
become a den of dragons, (ufing the fcripture phrale) and feeing there are no fuch crea¬ 
ture among us, it fhall be of foxesand accordingly it was observed that a fox haunt¬ 
ed it when ruinous a few years after, which flayed there till about nine or ten years ago, 
when a part of the houfe was repaired. This I had from one of the minifters of the 
country, and another minifter told me that before he bore this character, he frequently 
Ihot rabbits there, within the walls of the houfe. 
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There arc alfo other four cattles upon one bay, on the eaft fide of the country tiigii 
to Wick, which belonged to thefe Earls. lhe bay is called Rice-bav, and is tuo oi 
three miles broad, the entry whereof is to the eaft, but dangerous for (hips to come into, 
becaute of the many blind rocks that lie therein ; upon the fbnth fide of the bay next to 
Wick have been two flrong cattles, joined to one another by a draw bridge, called 
Cattle Sinclair and Girnego, the former hath been the ttrongeft houfe, blit the lat'er 
they ordinarily had their dwelling in ; their fituation is upon a rock disjoined from the 
land, environed for the molt part with the fea, to which cattles from the land they pitted 
alfo by a bridge which was drawn up every night, whence there was no accefs to them. 

I found the year of God upon the lintle of a window in Cattle Sinclair to be 1607 ; 
which hath been the year wherein this entile was built, or at leaft repaired. Some ac¬ 
count thefe two cattles to be but one, becaufe ot their vicinity. dhey fay, there was 
much fin committed here, as drunkennefs, uncleunnefs, &c. l'or which a lignteous 
God hath turned them into a ruinous heap. Oppoltte ro Cattle Sinclair, and Girnego, 
on the other fide of the bay is Kice another cable, but alfo ruinous. On the weft fide 
of the bay is the cattle of Hakergil, a ttrong houfe, at prefent pofleffed bv a gentleman, 
who hath a great intereft in the country, but is not defeended of the family of Caithnefs. 
There,are alfo the ruins of the old cattle of Beradel to be feen, fituated on a rock near 
to the fea, at the mouth of a river of that name, to which alfo they have paffed from the 
land by a draw-bridge: fuch naturally tlrong fituations for their houfes they fought out 
of old, that they might be the more fecure, and fafe from all violence, nature as well as 
art contributing to their fortification. 

About a fiiort half mile to the weft of Thurfo are the ruins of an old cattle, where the 
bithop in thefirft times of Popery is faid to have had his refidence, particularly there was 
one Adam faid to be laft bithop who lived in that houfe, who having greatly oppreffed 
the people by his rigourous exacting of the tithes; the people complained thereof to the 
Earl, who is faid in paifion to have anfwered them, “ Go and feethe him, and fud him 
too if you pleafe,” whereupon they went to the bifliop’s lodging and apprehended him, 
and fening his houfe on fire, they actually boiled him and topped oft the broth : which 
being known, enquiry was made for the barbarous a&ors of this tragedy ; and being 
apprehended were put to death, fo fuffering condign puniftiment for this horrid villainy. 
And this Earl is not the only the great perfon who hath given forth an inconfiderate 
fentencc, upon which barbarous and inhuman actions haveenfued. Buchanan writeth 
this to have been about the year 1222 in the days of Alexander It. King of Scots; and 
faith only, w That they having killed the monk who attended him and his fervant, they 
wounded himfelf, and drawing him to the kitchen, they fet the houfe on fire about 
him.” A little to the weft of this, is the houfe of Screbifter the refidence of the late 
bifliops, where I think their lordfliips had but a mean accommodation ; the revenues of 
the bithoprick here are among the final Lett in Scotland, which they report thus came to 
pafs, one of the bifiiops at the reformation fold the church’s revenues far below their 
vatue^fome fay at thirteen (hilling Scots per boll ,3 to the Earl, knowing that but for a 
(hort time he could enjoy the fame. 

There is a hill in the parifii of Wick called Stony-Hill, the reafon of which denomi¬ 
nation is faid to be this; in the days of William King of Scots 1199, as Buchanan hath it, 
there was one Harald Earl of Orkney and Caithnefs, who being offended at the bifhop, 
as having infinuated fomething to the King againtt him, apprehended the bilhop, cut¬ 
ting out his tongue and putting out his eyes, which being reprefented to the King, he 
fent his forces into Caithnefs, and having defeated the Earl in feveral engagements, the 
Earl flying was purfued, and being apprehended, his eyes were firft put out, and then he 
vot, ni. 5 x. w*s 


8 IQ BRANDIS DESCRIPTION OF ORKNEY, &C. 

was hanged, and sill his male children were emafctilated upon this hill, which ever fmce 
hath been called Stony-hill. 

They told us, there are feveral high great flones fet up through the country and that 
ordinarily on hills, about which are the rubbifh of other ftones, which have fervcd for 
Tome end there, and probably have been places, of Pagan worfhtp, as we obfcrved upon 
Orkney in the parifh of Bower, as we paffed, we faw an artificial mount ditched about 
of a fmall circumference, it is like for the fame purpbfe. They have likewife the tradi¬ 
tion of feme Piflrs houfes, which have been hereof old, the rubbifh whereof is yet to be 
feen in the parilh of Lather an, as a gentleman well acquainted with the country did in¬ 
form me¬ 
in the parifli of Latheran we faw the foundation of a houfe faid to be laid by abaftard 
Ion of the Earl of Caithnefs, but never perfected : it is founded upon a rifing ground 
nigh to the fea, where there is a fair profpect of Murray, where it is reported the gentle¬ 
man had his miftrefs, who intended to build it there, that fo-lhe might have a view of 
the houfe from Murray, and heat the houfe might fee Murray* 

Dunnot Head ftretching out into Pighdand-Firth, is about a mile in breadth, and 
feven miles in circumference, in it are feveral lochs, and fotne good pafture for cattle, 
but no inhabitants ; in it are to be had good mill-ftones, and it is thought there is a lead- 
mine there* In feveral places in the parilh of Dunnot there will no rats live, and i£ 
earth be brought out thence to other places molefled by them, they will be quickly gone* 
The Ord which divideth Caithnefs from Sutherland, is a high mountain, as the name 
Ord, which in Irilh ftgnificth an height, doth imply ; down which our way from Caith- 
nefs to Sutherland doth lie, the road is but narrow, and the defpent deep, and if any 
ftumble thereupon, they are in hazard of falling down a precipice into the fea at the bot¬ 
tom of the rock, which is very terrible to behold, but who pais it, for the more fecurity 
ufe to lead their horfes to the foot of the hill, which is about a fhort mile in length * 
and no other way there is from Sutherland to Caithnefs, or from Caithnefs to Sutherland 
but this, except we go twelve miles about, but it might be made broader and fafer with, 
fmall expence. 

It is obferved in Caithnefs as an infallible fign almoft when they fee a mift or cloud 
lying down upon the foot of the hills, that then a drought will follow; but if fuch a mill 
cr cloud be on top thereof, they thence certainly conclude there will be rain that day* 
In the parilh of Halkirk there is a loch ["as there are feveral lochs in the country], 
within which loch are the ruins of an old houfe built, they fay, by robbers, that they 
might be the more fafe and feeure from the fears of being apprehended* That which is 
mod obfervable concerning this houfe, is, that there is not one foot of more ground, 
than what is within the circumference of the foundation, and upon which it fhmdeth, 
hence either the water of the loch hath waflied away the prominent rock, if there hath 
been any through wafting time, or if there was no part of the rock without the circum¬ 
ference of the foundation, it is wonderful to confider, how £o nigh to the water the 
foundation hath been got laid, the water about the houfe being of a confiderable depth, 
and the extreme parts of the rock upon which the foundation (tandeth, not to give way 
and fail under the weight of the building, which thofe who have feen this houfe, are fuiv 
prized at. Upon the loch they have boats which come clofe to the walls ol the houfe, 
for the taking of fowls of divers kinds, as maws, herons, &c. feveral thoufands of which 
do frequent it, having their nelts in the ruinous walls. 
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J UNE 19, 1776, arrived at Holyhead, after ail inftructive journey through a part of 
England and Wales I had not l'een before. Found the packet, the Claremont, 
Captain Taylor, would fail very foon. After a tedious paflfage of twenty-two hours, 
landed on the twentieth, in the morning, at Dunlary, four mites from Dublin, a city 
which much exceeded my expectation; the public buildings are magnificent, very many 
of the flreets regularly laid out, and exceedingly well built. The front of the parlia- 
ment-houfe is grand, though not fo light as a more open finifhing of the roof would 
have made it. The apartments are Ipacious, elegant, and convenient much beyond 
that heap of confufion at Weftminfter, fo inferior to the magnificence to be looked for 
in the feat of empire. I was fo fortunate as to arrive juft in time to fee Lord Harcourt, 
with the ufual ceremonies, prorogue the parliament. Trinity college is a beautiful 
building, and a numerous fociety; the library is a very fine room, and well filled. The 
new exchange will be another edifice to do honour to Ireland ; it is elegant, coft forty 
thoufand pounds, but deferves a better fituation. From every thing I faw, I was ft ruck 
with all thofe appearances of wealth which the capital of a thriving community may be 
fuppofed to exhibit. Happy if I find through the country in tliffufed profperity the 
right fource of this fplendor! The common computation of inhabitants 200,0 ;o, but I 
iliould fuppofc exaggerated: others guefled the number 140 or 150,000. 

June 21, introduced by Colonel Burton to the Lord Lieutenant, who was pleafed to 
enter into converfation with me on my intended journey, made many remarks on the 
agriculture of fevcral Irilh counties, and ftiewed himfelf to bean excellent farmer, par¬ 
ticularly m draining. Viewed the Duke of Leinller’s houfe, which is a very large lione 
edifice, the front fltuple but elegant, the pediment light, there are feveral good rooms; 
but a circum(lance unrivalled is the court, which is fpacious and magnificent, the open¬ 
ing behind the houfe is alfo beautiful. In the evening to the Rotunda, a circular room, 
ninety feet diameter, an imitation of Ranelagh, provided with a band of mafic. 

_ The barracks are a vaft building, railed in a plain ftile, of many divilions, the prin- 
cipal front is of an itnmenfe length : they contain every convenience for ten regiments. 

.Tune 23. Lord Charlempnt’s houfe in Dublin is equally elegant and convenient the 
apartments large, handfome, and well difpofed, containing fame good pictures, [Lru- 

* .The agricultural deta’ls arc omitted. 
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cularly one by Rembrandt, of Judas throwing the money on the floor, with a ftrong 
expreflion of guilt and reniorfe ; the whole group fine. In the fame room is a portrait 
of Casfar Borgia, by ’1 iiian. The library is a moil elegant apartment of about forty by 
thirty, and of fuch a height as to form a pleafing proportion, the light is well managed, 
coming in from the cove of the ceiling, and has an exceeding good effect; at one end is 
a pretty anti-room, with a fine copy of the Venus de Medicis, and at the other two 
final! rooms, one a cabinet of pictures and antiquities, the other medals. In the col- 
ledion alfo of Robert Fitzgerald, Efq., in Merion-fquaie, are feveral pieces which very 
well defcrve a traveller’s attention it was the belt I law in Dublin. Before I quit that 
city I obferve, on the houfes in general, that what they call their two-roomed ones are 
good and convenient. Mr. Latouche’s, in Stephen’s Green, I was fliewn as a model 
of this fort, and I found it well contrived, and finifhed elegantly. Drove to Lord 
Charlemont’s villa at Marino, near the city, where his lordfhip has formed a pleating 
lawn, margined in the higher part by a well-planted thriving fhrubberv, and on a rifing 
ground a banqueting-room, which ranks very high among the mod beautflul edifices I 
have any where feen; it has much elegance, lightnels, and effeft, and commands a fine 
profpeft; the rifing ground on which it Hands dopes off to an agreeable accompany- 
ment of wood, beyond which on one fide is Dublin harbour, which here has the appear¬ 
ance of a noble river crowded with fhips moving to and trom the capital. On the other 
fide is a fhore fpotted with white buildings, and beyond it the Dills of Wicklow, pre¬ 
ferring an outline extremely various. The other part of the view (it would be more 
perfect if the city was planted out) is varied, in fome places nothing but wood, in others 
breaks of profpeift. The lawn, which is extenfive, is new grafs, and appears to be ex¬ 
cellently laid down, the herbage a fine crop of white clover (trifolium repens ), trefoil, 
rib-grafs (piantcige lanceolata ), and other good plants. Returned to Dublin, and made 
inquiries into other points, the prices of provifions, &c. (for which fee the tables at the 
end of the book). The expences of a family in proportion to thofe of London are, as 
five to eight. 

Having the year following lived more than two months in Dublin, I am able to fpeak 
to a few points, which as a mere traveller I could not have done. The information I 
before received of the prices of living is cor reft. Fifh and poultry are plentiful and 
very cheap. Good lodgings almoff as dear as they are in London; though we were 
well accommodated (dirt excepted) for two guineas and an half a week. All the lower 
ranks in this city have no idea of Englifti cleanlinefs, either in apartments, perions, or 
cookery. There is a very good fociety in Dublin in a parliament winter: a great round 
of dinners and parties; and balls and flippers every night in the week, fome of which 
are very elegant; but you almoff every where meet a company much too numerous 
for the fize of the apartments. They have two affembUes on the plan of thofe of Lon¬ 
don, in Fifhamble-flreet, and at the Rotunda; and two gentlemen’s clubs, Anthry’s 
and Daly’s,-very well regulated: I heard fome anecdotes of deep play at the latter, 
though never to the excefs common at London. An ill judged and unfuccelsful at¬ 
tempt was made to eftablifli the Italian opera, which exifted but with fcarcely any life 
for this one winter ; of courfe they could rife no higher than a comic one. La Bnona 
Figliuola, la Frafcatana, and il Gelofoin Cimento, were repeatedly performed, or rather 
murdered, except the parts of Seftini. The houfe was generally empty, and miferably 
cold. So much knowledge of the (late of a country is gained by hearing the debates 
of a parliament, that 1 often frequented the gallery of the Houfe of Commons. Since 
Mr.Flood has beenfilenced with the vice-treafurerlhip of Ireland, Mr.Daly, Mr. Grattan, 
Sir "William Ofbom, and the prime ferjeanc Burgh, are reckoned high among the Irifh 
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orators. T heard many very eloquent fpeeches, hut f cannot fay they (truck me like 
the exertion of the abilities of Irilhinen in the Englifli Houle • f C ommons, owing per¬ 
haps to the reflection both on the fpeaker and auditor, that the attorney-general of Eng¬ 
land,- with a dafli of his pen, can reverfe, alter, or entirely do away the matured rein It 
of all the eloquence, and all the abilities of this whole affembly. Before 1 conclude 
with Dublin I (hall only remark, that walking in the ftreets there, from the narr -wn Is 
a.nd populoufnefs of the principal thoroughfares, as well as from the dirt and wretched- 
nefs of the canaille, is a moll uneafy and difgufling exercife. 

June 24, left Dublin and palled through the Phoenix park, a very pleafing ground, 
at the bottom of which, to the left, the Liffey forms a variety cf tandfcapes : this is the 
mofl beautiful environ of Dublin. Take the road to Luttrell’s-town through a various 
fcenery on the banks of the river. That domain is a confiderable one in extent, being 
above four hundred acres within the wall, Irifli meafure ; in the front of the houfe is a 
fine lawn bounded by rich woods, through which are many ridings, four miles in ex¬ 
tent. From the road towards the houfe they lead through a very fine glen, by the fide 
of a flream falling over a rocky bed, through the dark woods, with great variety on 
the fides of fteepflopes, at the bottom of which the Liffey is either beard or feen in- 
diftindlly; thefe woods are of great extent, and fo near the capital, form a retirement 
exceedingly beautiful. Lord Irnham and Colonel Luttrel have brought in the affilt- 
ance of agriculture to add to the beauties of the place, they have kept a part of the 
lands in cultivation in order to lay them down the better to grafs ; one hundred and fifty 
acres have been done, and above two hundred acres moll effectually drained in the 
covered manner filled with Hones. Thefe works are well executed. The drains are 
alfo made under the roads in all wet places, with lateral (hortonesto take off the water 
inftead of leaving it, as is common, to foak againft the caufeway, which is an excellent 
method. Great ufe has been made of lime-Hone gravel in the improvements, the effect - 
of which is (o confiderable, that in feveral fpots where it was laid on ten years ago, the 
fuperiority of the grafs is now fimilar to what one would expeft from a frefh dunging. 

Leaving Luitrel’s town 1 went to St. Wo'ftan’s, which Lord Harcourt had been fo 
obliging as to defire I would make my quarters, from whence to view to the right or 
left. 

June 25, to Mr. Clement’s, at Killadoon, who has lately built an excellent houfe, 
and planted much about it, with the farisfaclion of finding that all his trees thrive well j 
1 remarked the beech and larch feerned to get beyond the reft.. He is alfo a good 
farmer. 

June 26, breakfafted with Colonel Marlay,. at Ce Abridge, found he had praftifed 
hufbandry with much luccefs, and given great attention to it from the peace of 1763, 
which put a period to a gallant feene of fervice in Germanywalked through his 
grounds, which I found in general very well cultivated; his fences excellent; his ditches 
five by fix, and feven by fix ; the banks well made, and planted with quicks ; the bor¬ 
ders dug away, covered with time till perfectly (lacked, then mixed with dung and car¬ 
ried into the fields ; a practice which Mr. Marlay has found of very great benefit. 

Viewed Lucan, the feat of Agmondiftiam Vefey, l'fq.. on the banks of the Liffey; the 
houfe is rebuilding, but the wood on the river, with walks through it, is exceedingly 
beautiful. The character of the placets that of a l'equeflered (hade; Diftant views are 
every where (hut out, and the objects all eorrefpond perfectly with the impreflion they 
were defigned to raife: it is-a walk on the banks of the river, chiefly under a variety of 
fine wood, which rifes on varied (lopes, in fome parts gentle, in others deep; fpreadiog 
here and there into cool meadows, on the oppofite fliore, rich banks of wood or flirubby 

ground. 
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ground. The walk is perfeftly fequeftered, and has that melancholy gloom -which 
fhould ever dwell in fuch a place. The river is of a character perfeaiy fuit&d to the 
reft of the feenery, in fome places breaking- over rocks, in other filent, under the thick 
(hade of fpreading wood. Leaving Lucan, the next place is Leixlip, a fine one, on the 
rivpr, with a fall, which in a wet feafon is coufiderable. Then St. Woilman’s, belonging 
to the Dean of Derry, a beautiful villa, which is alfo on the river; the grounds °gay 
and open, though not without the advantage of much wood, difpofed with judgment. A 
winding Ihrubbery quits the river, and is made to lead through fome drefied ground 
that is pretty and chearful. 

Mr. Conolly’s, at Caftle-town, to which all travellers refort, is the fined houfe in- 
Ireland, and not exceeded by many in England ; it is a large handfome edifice, fituated 
in the middle of an extenfive lawn, which is quire furrounded with fine plantations dif* 
pofed to the bed advantage : to the north thefe unite into very large woods, through 
which many winding walks lead, with the convenience of feveral ornamented feats, 
rooms. Sec. On the other fide of the houfe, upon the river, is a cottage,- with a lb rub¬ 
bery, prettily laid out; the houfe commands an extenfive view, bounded by the Wick¬ 
low mountains. It confifts of feveral noble apartments. On the fird floor is a beautiful 
gallery, eighty feet long, elegantly fitted up. 

June 27, left Lord Harcourt’s, and having received an invitation from the Duke of 
Leinfter, paffed through Mr. Conolly’s grounds to his Grace’s feat at Cartown ; the 
park ranks among the fined in Ireland. It is a va(l lawn, which waves over gentle 
hills, furrounded by plantations of great extent, and which break and divide in places 
fo as to give much variety. A large but gentle vale winds through the whole, in the 
bottom of which a final! flream has been enlarged into a fine river, which throws a 
chearfulnefs through mod of the feenes: over it a handfome done-bridge. There is a 
great variety on the banks of this vale; part of it confids of mild and gentle dopes, 
part deep banks of thick wood ; in another place they are formed into a large dirub- 
bery, very elegantly laid out, and dreffed in the high eft order, with a cottage, the feenery 
about u Inch is uncommonly pleafing: and farther on this vale takes a {Longer cha- 
rafter, having a rocky bank on one fide, and deep dopes fcattered irregularly, wii.h 
wood on the other. On one of the mod rifing grounds in the park is a tower, from 
the top oi which the whole feenery is beheld ; the park fpreads on every fide in fine 
dieets of lawn, kept in the higheft order by eleven hundred dieep, fcattered over with 
rich plantations, and bounded by a large margin of wood, through which is a riding. 

From hence took the road to Summerhill, the feat of the Right Hon. H. L. Rowley: 
the country is chearful and rich ; and if the Irilh cabins continue like what I have hi¬ 
therto feen, I dull not hefitate to pronounce their inhabitants as well off as mod Englifh 
cottagers. They are built of mud walls eighteen inches or two feet thick, and well 
thatched, which are far warmer than the thin clay walls in England. Here are few 
cottars without a cow f , and fome of them two. A belly full invariably of potatoes, and 
generally turf for fuel from a bog. It is true they have not always chimneys to their 
cabins, the door ferving for that and "window too : if their eyes are not affefted with 
the finoke, it may be an advantage in warmth. Every cottage fivarms with poultry, 
and moft of them have pigs. 

Went in the evening to Lord Mornington’s at Dangan, who is making many im¬ 
provements, which he fhewed me: his plantations are exienfiye, and he has formed a 
large water, haying five or fix illands much varied, and promontories of high land 
fiioot fo far into it as to form almod didant lakes; the eftVft pleafing. There are above 
a hundred acres under water, and his Lordlhip has planned a coufiderable addition to 
it. Returned to Summerhill. 
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June 29th, left it, taking the road to Shine, the country very pleafant all the way } 
much of it on the banks of the Boyne, variegated with feme woods, planted hedge¬ 
rows, and gentle hills ■ the cabbins continue much the fame, the fame plenty of poultry, 
pigs, and cows. The cattle in the road have their fore legs all tied togther with ftraw 
to keep them from breaking into the fields j even fheep, and pigs, and goats are all in. 
the fame bondage. 

Lord Conyngham’s feat, Shine Caftle, on the Boyne, is one of the mod beautiful 
places I have fecn; the grounds are very bold and various, rifmg around the cadle in t 
noble hills or beautiful inequalities of furface, with an outline of ffourilhuig plantations. 
Uttier the caftle Sows the Boyne, in a reach broken by iflands, with a very fine fhore 
of rock on one fide, and wood on the other. Through the lower plantations are ridings, 
which look upon feveral beautiful feenes formed by the river, and take in the diftant 
country, exhibiting the nobieft views of waving Cultinald hills, with the caftle finely 
fituated in the inidft of the planted domain, through which the Boyne winds its beauti. 
tul courfe. 

Under Mr. Lambert’s houfe, on the fame river, is a mod romantic and beautiful fpotj. 
rocks on the fide, rifmg in peculiar forms very boldly ; the other deep wood, the 
river bending fiiort between them like a land-locked baton. 

Lord Conyngham’s keeping up Slaine Caftle, and fpending great fums, though he 
rarely refides there, is an inftance of magnificence not often met with ; while it is fo 
common for abfentees to drain the kingdom of every IMlling they can, fo contrary a- 
conduct ought to be held in the eftimation which it juftly deferves. 

June 3Cth, rode out to view the country and fome improvements in the neighbour- 
hood: the principal of which are thofe of Lord Chief Baron Fofter, which I faw from 
Giafton hill, in the road from Siaine to Dundalk. 

In convention with Lord Longford I made many inquiries concerning the Hate of 
the lower claiTes, and found that in fome refpects they were in good drcumftances, in 
ethers indifferent; they have, generally fpeaking, luch plenty of potatoes as always to 
command a bellyful; they have flax enough for all their linen, mod of them have 
cow, and fome two, and fpin wool enough for their deaths j alt a pig, and numbers 
of poultry, and in general the complete family of cows, calves, hogs, poultry, and chil¬ 
dren pig together in the cabin ; fuel they have in the unnofl plenty ; great numbers 
of families are alfo fupprated by the neigbounng lakes, which abound prodigioufly with 
fifh : a child with a packthread and a crooked pin will catch perch enough in an hour: 
for the family to live on the whole day, and his Lordfhip has feen five hundred children 
fiihing at the fame time, there being no tenacioufnefs in the proprietors of the lands about 
a right to the fifh ; befides perch, there is pike upwards of five feet long, bream, 
tench, trout of ten pounds, and as red as falmon, and fine eels; alLthefe are favour¬ 
able circumftances, and are very confpicuous in the numerous and healthy families, 
among them* 

Reverie the medal: they are ill cloathed, and make a wretched appearance, and what 
is worfe, are much oppreffed by many who make them pay too dear for keeping a cow, 
horfe, They have a practice alfo of keeping accounts with the labourers, contriv* 
ing by that means to let the poor wretches have very little cafh for their year's work* 

This is a great oppreilion, farmers and gentlemen keeping accounts with the poor is a 
cruel abufe: fo many days work for a cabin; fo many for a potatoe garden; fo many- 
for keeping a horfe, and fo many fora cow, are clear accounts which a poor man can 
underfiand well, but farther it ought never to go; and when he has worked out vrhat 
tic has of this fort, the reft of his work ought pun&ualiy to be paid him every.Satur¬ 
day 
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dav night. Another drcumftance mentioned was the exceflive practice they have in 
genera! of petering. They ilea! every thing they can lay their hands on, and I fliouid 
remark, that this is an account which has been very generally given me: all forts of 
iron hinges, chains, locks, keys, &c. ; gates will be cut in pieces, and conveyed away 
in many places as lad as built ; trees as big as a man’s body, and that would require 
Ten men to move, gone in a night. Lord Longford has had the new wheels of a car 
ilolen as foon as made. Good Hones out of a wall will be taken for a fire-hearth, &c. 
-though a breach is made to get at them. In fhort, every thing, and even fuch as are 
apparently of no ufe to them ; nor is it eafy to catch them, for they never carry their 
ftolen goods home, but to fome bog-hole. Turnips are ilolen by car loads, and two 
acres of wheat pluckt oifin a night. In fhort, their pilfering and dealing is a perfeft 
liuifance ! How far it is owing to the oppreffion of laws aimed folelv at the religion of 
thefe people, how far te the conduct of the gentlemen and farmers, and how far to 
the mifehievous difpofit on of the people themfelves, it is impoflible for a pafling tra¬ 
veller to afeertain. I am apt to believe that a better fydem of law eh i management 
would have good effects. They are much worfe treated than the poor in England, are 
talked to in more opprobrious terms, and otherwife very much oppreffed. 

Left Ptickenham-hal- 1 . 

Two or three miles from Lord Longford’s in the way to Mullingar the road leads up 
a mountain, and commands an exceeding fine view of Loch Derrevaragh, a noble water 
eight miles long, and from two miles to half a mile over; a vail reach of it, like a 
magnificent river, opens as you rife the hill. Afterwards I pafied under the principal 
mountain, which riles abruptly from the lake into the bolded outline imaginable; the 
water there is very beautiful, filling up the deep vale formed by this and the oppo- 
fite hills. 

Reached Mullingar. 

It was one of the fair days. I faw many cows and beads, and more horfes, with 
foine -wool: the cattle were of the fame breed that I had generally feen in coming 
through the country. 

July 5, left Mullingar, which is a dirty ugly town, and taking the road to Tulla- 
more, flopped at Lord Belvidere’s, with which place l was as much druck as with any 
I had ever ieen. The houfe is perched on the crown of a very beau'iful little hill, half 
forrounded with others, variegated and melting into one another. It is one of the molt 
Angular places that is any where to be feen, and fpreading to the eye a beautiful lawn 
of undulating ground margined with wood. Single trees are fcattered in fome places, 
and clumps in others; the general effeft fo pleafing, that were there nothing further, 
the place would be beautiful, but the canvas is admirably filled. Lake Eimel, many, 
miles in length, and two or three broad, flows beneath the windows. It is fpotted with 
iflets, a promontory of rock fringed with trees fhoots into it, and. the whole is bounded 
by diflant hills. Greater and more magnificent feenes are often met with, but no 
where a more beaudful or a more fingular one. 

From Mullingar to Tullefpace I found rents in general at twenty findings an acre, 
with much relet at thirty (hillings, yet all the crops except bere were very bad, and full 
of weeds. About the latter named place the farms are generally from one hundred to 
three hundred acres; and their courfe, i. Fallow. 2. Bere. 3. Oats. 4. Oats. 5. Oats. 
Great quantities of potatoes all the way, crops from forty to eighty barrels. 

The road before it comes to Tullamore leads through a part of the bog of Allen, 
which feems here extenfive, and would make a noble tract of meadow. The way fhe 
road was made over it was fimply to cut a drain on each fide, and then lay on the gravel, 

which. 
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which, as faff as h was laid and fpread, bore the csrs: along the edges is fine white 
dover. 

In conversion upon the fubjedt of a union with Great Britain, I wa^informed that 
nothing Mas fo unpopular in Ireland as fuch an idea; and that the great objection to it 
was increafing u ' number of abfentees. When it was in agitation, twenty peers and 
iixty commoners were talked of to fit in the Britiih parliament, which would be the refi- 
dent of eighty of the befteftates in Ireland* Going every year to England would, by 
degrees, make them refidents; they would educate their children there, and in time 
become mere abfentees : becoming fo they would be unpopular, others would be elected, 
who, treading in the fame fleps, would yield the place itill to others ; and thus, by de¬ 
grees, a vail portion of the kingdom now refident would be made abfentees ; which 
would, they think, be fo great a drain to Ireland, that a free trade would not repay it* 

I think the idea is erroneous, were it only fojr one circumftance, the kingdom would 
lofe, according to this reafoning, an idle race of country gentlemen, and in exchange 
their ports would fill with Ihips and commerce, and all the confequences of commerce ; 
sin exchange that never yet proved difadvantageous to any country. 

Viewed Mount Juliet, Lord Garrick’s feat, which is beautifully fituated on a fine 
declivity on the banks of the Nore, commanding fome extenfive plantations that fpread 
over the hills, which rife in a various manner on the other fide of the river : a knole 
of lawn rifes among them with artificial ruins upon it, but the fuuatioa is not in uni- 
fon with the idea of a ruin, very rarely placed to effect, unlefs in retired and melan¬ 
choly fpots. 

The river is a very fine one, and has a good accompaniment of well grown wood. 
From the cottage a more varied feene is viewed, chearing and pleafing; and from the 
tent in the farther plantation a yet gayer one, which looks down on feveral bends of 
the river. 

July ii, left Kiifaine: Mr, Bufhe accompanied me to Woodftoek, the feat of Sir 
W* Fownes. From Thoniaitown hither is the fmeft ride I have yet had in Ireland# The 
road leaving Thomaftown leads on the eaft fide of the river, through fome beautiful 
copfe woods, which before they were cut muff have had a moll noble effeft, with the 
river Nore winding at the bottom ; the country then opens fome what, and you pafe 
mofi of the way for fix orfevea miles to Innifleague, on a declivity fhelving down 
to the river, which takes a varied winding courfe, fomerimes lively, breaking over a 
jocky bottom, at others flill and deep under the gloom of fome fine woods, which hang 
down the fidesot fteep hills* Narrow Hips of meadow of a beautiful verdure in fome 
places form the fliore, and unite with cultivated fields that fpread over the adjoining 
hills, reaching al mo ft the mountain tops : thefe are large and bold, and give in general 
to the feenes features of great magnificence. Faffed Sir John Haller’s on the oppofite 
fide of the river, finely fituated, and Mr Nicholfon’s farm on this fide, who has very 
extenfive copfes which line the river* Coming in fight of Sir W. Fownes’s, the feenery 
is flrikmg, the road mounts the fide of the hill, and commands the river at the bottom 
of the declivity, with groups of trees prettily fcattered abou. and the little borough of 
Innefteague in a mod picturefque fituation, the whole bounded by mountains. Carols 
the bridge, and going through the town, take a path that lead to a final! building in 
the woods, called Mount 8 and ford ; it is at the top of a rocky t clivity almofi: perpen¬ 
dicular, but with hi Hi-wood growing from the rocks* At the bottom is the river, 
which comes from the right from behind a very bold hanging wood, that fee ms to 
uni re with the hill on the oppofite fhore : at this pnfs the river fills the vale, but it 
widens by degrees, and prefents various reaches, intermixed with little tufts of trees, 
vox*, nu 5 m the 
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the bridge we parted over is half hid. Innifteague is mixed with them, and its build¬ 
ings backed by a larger wood, give variety to the fcene. Oppofite to the point of view 
there are fontfe pretty inclofures, fringed with wood, and a line of cultivated mountain 
fides, with their bare tops limit the whole. 

Taking my leave of Mr. Buflie, I followed the road to Rofs. Parted Wood (lock, of 
which there is a very fine view from the top of one of the hills, the houfe in the centre 
of a Hoping wood of five hundred Englilh acres, and hanging in one noble fhade to 
the river, which flows at the bottom of a winding glen. From the fame hill in front 
it is feen in a winding courfe for many miles through a great extent of inclofures, 
bounded by mountains. As I advanced the views of the river Nore were very fine, 
till I came to Rofs, where from the hill before you go down to the ferry is a noble 
fcene of the Barrow, a vail river flowing through bold fhores, in fome places trees on 
the bank half obfcure it, in others it opgns in large reaches, the effed equally grand and 
beautiful. Ships failing up to the town, which is built on the fide of a hill to the 
water’s edge, enliven the fcene not a little. The water is very deep and the navigation 
fecure, fo that fliips of feven hundred tons may come up to the town ; but thefe noble 
harbours on the coaft of Ireland are only melancholy capabilities of commerce: it is 
languid and trifling. There are only four or five brigs and Hoops that belong to 

the place. , .... ,. 

Having now parted through a confiderable extent of country, in which the white 
boys were common, and committed many outrages, I lhall here review the intelli¬ 
gence I received concerning them throughout the county of Kilkenny. I made 
many inquiries into the origin of thofe difturbances, and found that no fuch thing as a 
leveller or white-boy was heard of till 1760, which was long after the landing of Thu- 
rot, or the intended expedition of M. Conflans. That no Foreign coin was ever i'een 
among them, though reports to the contrary were circulated ; and in all the evidence 
that was taken during ten or twelve years, in which time there appeared a variety of 
informers, none was ever taken, whole tefiimony could be relied on, that ever proved 
any foreign interpofition. Thofe very few who attempted to favour it, were of the mod 
infamous and perjured 'charafters. All the reft whofe intereft it was to make the 
dircovery, if they had known it, and who concealed nothing elfe, pretended to no fuch 
knowledge. No foreign money appeared, no arms of foreign conftrmftion, no pre- 
fumptive proof whatever of fuch a conne&ion. They began in Tipperary, and were 
owing to fome inclofures of commons, which they threw down, levelling the ditches, 
and were firft known by the name of levellers. After that, they begun with the tythe- 
proctors, (who are men that hire tythes of the rectors,) and thefe proctors either fcrewed 
the cottars up to the utmoft fliilling, or re-let the tythes to fuch as did it. It was a 
common praftice with them to go in parties about the country, fwearing many to be 
true to them, and forcing them to join by menaces, which they very often carried into 
execution. At taft, they fet up to be general redreffers of grievances, pu-lifted all ob¬ 
noxious perfons who advanced the value of lands, or hired farms over their heads; 
and, having taken the adminiftration of juftice into their hands, were not very exaft in 
the diftribution of it. Forced mafters.to releafe their apprentices, carried oft the daugh¬ 
ters of rich farmers, ravifhed them into marriages, ol which four inftances happened in 
a fortnight. They levied Aims of money on the middling and lower farmers in order to 
fupport their caufe. bv paying attornies, &c. in defending profecutions again!! them ; and 
many of them lubfifted for fome years without work, fupported by thefe contributions. 
Sometimes they committed fever al confiderable robberies, breaking into houles and taking 
the money, under pretence of redrefling grievances. In the courle of thefe outrages 
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they burnt feveral houfes, and deflroyed the whole fiibftance of men obnoxious to them. 
The barbarities they committed were (hocking. One of their ufual pum|hmeots (and 
by no means the mod fevere} was taking people out of their beds* carrying them naked 
in winter on horfe-back for fome diftance, and burying them up to their chin in a 
hole filled with briars, not forgetting to cut oil 7 their ears. In this manner the evil 
exifted for eight or ten years, during which time the gentlemen of the country took 
fome meafures to quell them. Many of the magiftrates were active in apprehending 
them ; but the want of evidence prevented punilhments for many of thofe who even 
differed by them had no fpirit to profecute. The gentlemen of the country had fre¬ 
quent expeditions to difeover them in arms; but their intelligence was fo uncommonly 
good by their influence over the common people* that not one party that ever went 
out in quell of them was fuccefsful. Government offered large rewards for informa¬ 
tions, which brought a few every year to the gallows, without any radical cure for the 
evil. The reafon why it was not more, effective watfThe necefllty of any perfon that 
gave evidence againfl them quitting their houfes and country, or remaining expofed 
to their refenfmenr. At Jafl their violence arofe to a height which brought on their 
fuppreffion. The popifh inhabitants of Baliyragget, fix miles from Kilkenny, were the 
firft of the lower people who dared openly to affodate againfl them ; they threatened 
deflruftion to the town, gave notice that they would attack it, were as good as their 
word, came two hundred Strong, drew up before a houfe in which were fifteen armed 
men, and fired in at the windows ; the fifteen men handled their arms fo well, that 
in a few rounds they killed forty or fifty. They fled immediately, and ever after left 
Baliyragget in peace; indeed they have never been refilled at all without (hewing a 
great want of both fpirit and difcipline. It fliould however be obferved, that they 
had but very few arms, thofe In bad order, and no cartridges. Soon after this they 
attacked the houfe of Mr- Power in Tipperary, the hiftory of which is well known. 
His murder fphited up the gentlemen to exert themfelves in fupprefimg the evil, efpeci- 
ally in raffing fubferiptions to give private rewards to whoever would give evidence or 
information concerning them. The private diflribution had much more effeft than 
larger ferns which required a public declaration ; and government giving rewards to 
thofe who refilled them, without having previoufly promifed it, had likewife fome ef¬ 
fect. laws were palled for punifhing all who affembled, and (what may have a great 
effect) for recompenfing, at the expence of the county or barony, all perfons who 
fuffered by their outrages. In confequence of this general exertion, above twenty were 
capitally convicted, and mod of them executed ; and the goals of this and the three 
neighbouring counties, Carlow, Tipperary, and OueenVcounty, have many in them 
whole trials are put off till next affixes, and againfl whom fufficient evidence for con¬ 
viction, it is fuppofed, will appear. Since this all has been quiet, and no outrages have 
been committed : but before 1 quit the fubjedt, it is proper to remark that what coincided 
very much to abate the evil, was the fall in the price of lands, which has taken place 
lately* This isconfiderabie, and has much leflened the evil of hiring farms over the 
heads of one another; perhaps alfo the tythe-proclors have not been quite fo fevere in 
their extortions : but this observation is by no means general ; for in many places 
tythes yet continue to be levied, with all thofe drcumftances which originally raifed 
the evil. 

July 15th, leaving Courtown, took the Arktow road| paffed a finely wooded park 
of Mr. Rams, and a various countrf with fome good corn in it. Flat lands by the 
coaft let very high, and mountain at fix (hillings or feven (hillings an acre, and fome at 
eight (hillings, or ten (hillings. Paffed to Wicklow, prettily fituated on the fea, and 
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from Newrybridge walked to fee Mr. Tye’s, which is a neat farm well wooded, with a 
river running through the fields* 

Reached in the evening Mount Kennedy, the feat of General Cunninghame, who 
fortunately proved to me an inftru&or as affiduous as he is able. He is in the midilof 
a country almoft his own, for he has 10,000 Irifh acres here* His domain, and the 
grounds about it, are very beautiful, not a level can be feen ; every fpot is tolled about 
in a variety of hill and dale* In the middle of the lawn is one of the greateft natural 
curiosities in the kingdom $ an immenfe arbutus tree unfortunately blown down, but 
yet vegetating, one branch, which parts from the body near the ground, and afterwards 
into many large branches, is fix feet two inches in circumference* The general buried 
part of the Hem as it laid, and it is from feveral branches throwing out fine young 
Ihoots : it is a moft venerable remnant, Killarney, the region of the arbutus, boafts of 
no fuch tree as this, 

July 16th, rode in the morning to Drum ; a large extent of mountains and wood, 
on the General’s eftate. It is a very noble feenery ; a vafl rocky glen ; one fide bare 
rocks to an immenfe height, hanging in a thoufand whimfied, yet frightful forms, with 
vaft fragments tumbled from them, and lying in romantic confufion j the other a fine 
mountain fide covered with fhrubby wood. This wild pafs leads to the bottom of an 
amphitheatre of mountain, which exhibits a very noble feenery. To the right is an 
immenfe fweep of mountain completely wooded ; taken as a fingle object it is a mod 
magnificent one, but its forms are picturefque in the higheft degree ; great projections 
of hill, with glens behind all wooded, have a noble efFedf* Every feature of the whole 
view is great, and unites to form a feene of natural magnificence* From hence a riding 
is cut through the hanging wood, which rifes to a central fpot, where the general has 
cleared away the rubbiih from under the wood, and made a beautiful waving lawn with 
many oaks and hollies fcattered about it; here he has b uilt a cottage, a pretty whimfical 
oval room, from the windows of which are three views, one of diftant rich lands open¬ 
ing to the fea, one upon a great mountain, and a third upon a part of the lawn- It is 
well placed, and forms upon the whole a mod agreeable retreat, 

July 17th* Took my leave of General Cunninghame, and went through the glen of 
the downs in my way to Powerfcourt, The glen is a pafs between two vafi: ridges of 
mountains covered with wood, which have a very noble effeft, the vale is no wider than 
to admit the road, a fmall gurgling river almoft by its fide, and narrow flips of rocky 
and fhrubby ground which parts them : in the front all efcape feems denied by anirn- 
menfe conical mountain which rifes out of the glen, and feems to fill it up. The feenery 
is of a moft magnificent character. On the top of the ridge to the right Mr. La Touche 
has a banqueting room, Pafimg from this fublime feene, the road leads through chearful 
grounds all under com, rifing and falling to the eye, and then to a vale of charming ver¬ 
dure broken into inclofures, and bounded by two rocky mountains, diftant darker moun¬ 
tains filling up the feene in front: this whole ride is intereding, for within a mile and a 
half of Tinnyhinch, (the inn to which I was directed,) you come to a delicious view on 
the right, a fmall vale opening to the fea, bounded by mountains, whofe dark fliade 
forms a perfect contraft to the extreme beauty and lively verdure of the lower feene, 
confifling of genfiy fwelling lawns rifing from each other, with groups of trees between, 
and the whole fo prettily fcattered with white farms, as to add every idea of chearful- 
nefs. Kept on towards Powerfcourt, which prefgntly came in view from the edge of a 
declivity* You look full upon the houfe, which appears to be in the moft beautiful fi- 
tnation in the world, on the fide of a mountain, half way between its bare top, and an 
irrigucus vale at its foot. In front* and fpreatfing among woods on either fide, is a 

lawn 


821 


young’s TOUR IN IRELAND. 

fawn whofe furface is beautifully varied in gentle declivities, hanging to a winding 

river. . 

Lowering the hill the fcenery is yet more agreeable, the near mClofures are margined 
with trees, through whofe open branches are feen whole fields of the moil lively ver¬ 
dure. The trees gather into groups, and the lawn fwelis into gentle inequalities, while 
the river winding beneath renders the whole truly pleafing. 

Breakfaited at the inn at Tinnyhinch, and then drove to the park to fee the water-fall. 
The park itfelf is fine ; you enter it between two vaft mafiesof mountain, covered with 
wood, forming a vale fcattered with trees, through which flows a liver on a broken 
rocky channel : you follow this vale till if is loft in a moft uncommon manner, the 
ridges of mountain clofing, form one great amphitheatre of wood, from the top or 
which, at the height of many hundred feet, burlts the water from a rock, and tumbling 
down the fide of a very large one, forms a fcene fingularly beautiful. At the bottom 
is a fpot of velvet turf, from which rifes a clump of oaks, and through their ftems, 
branches and leaves, the falling water is feen as a back ground, with an efieft more pic- 
turefque than .can be well imagined; thefe few trees, and tins little lawn, give the finifh- 
jiag to the fcene. The water falls behind feme large fragments of rock, and turns to the 
left, down a ftony channel, under the fhade of a wood. 

Returning to Tinnyhinch, I went to Innifkerry, and gained by this detour in my re¬ 
turn to go to the Dargle, a beautiful view which I fliould otherwife have loft ; the road 
runs on the edge of a declivity, from whence there is a mod pleafing profpeft of Lhe 
river’s courfe through the vale, and the wood of Powerfcourt, which here appear in 
large mafies of dark (hade, the whole bounded by mountains. Turn to the left .into the 
private road that leads to the Dargle, and prefently gives a fpecimen of what is to be 
expe&ed by a romantic glen of wood, where the high lands almoft lock into each other, 
and leave fcarce a paffage for the river at botton, which rages, as if with difficulty forc¬ 
ing its way. It is topped by a high mountain, and in front you catch a beautiful plat of 
inclofures bounded by the fea. Enter the Dargle, which is the name of a glen near a 
mile long. Come prefently to one of the fineft ranges of wood I have any where feen: 
it is a narrow glen or vale formed by the tides of two oppofite mountains; the whole 
thickly fpread with oak wood, at the bottom (and the depth is immenfe),it is narrowed 
to the" mere channel of the river, which rather tumbles from rock to rock than runs. 
The extent of wood that hangs to the eye in every direftion is great, the depth of the 
precipice on which you ftand immenfe, which with the roar of the water at bottom 
forms a fcene truly interefting. In lefs than a quarter of a mile, the road parting 
through the wood leads to another point of view to the right. It is the crown oF a vaft 
projecting rock, from which you look down a precipice abfolutely perpendicular, and 
many hundred feet deep upon the torrent at the bottom, which finds its noify way over 
Urge fragments of rock. The point of view is a great projection of the mountain ou 
this fide, ;anfwered by a concave of the oppofite, fo that you command the glen both 
to the right and left: it exhibits on both, immenfe fheets of foreft, which have a molt 
magnificent appearance. Beyond the wood, to the right, are feme inclofures hanging 
on the fide of a hill, crowned by a mountain. 1 knew not how to leave fo interefting a 
fpot, the impreffions raifed by it are ftrong. The folemnity of fuch an extent of wood 
unbroken by any intervening objects, and the whole hanging over declivities is alone 
great; but to this the addition of a conftant roar of filling water, either quite hid, or fo 
far below as to be feen but obfcurcly united to make thofe impreffions ftronger. No 
contradictory emotions are raifed; no ill judged temples appear to enliven a fcene that 
is gloomy rather than gay. Falling or moving water is a lively objeft : but this being 
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obfcure the noife operates differently. Following the road a little further, there is an¬ 
other bold rocky projection from which alfo there is a double view to the right and 
left. In front fo immenfe a fweep of hanging wood, that a nobler fcene can hardly be 
imagined : the river as before, at the bottom of the precipice, which is fo deep and the 
depth fo great, as to be quite fearful to look down. This horrid precipice, the pointed 
bleak mountains in view, with the roar of the water, all confpire to raife one great emo¬ 
tion of the fublime. You advance fcarcetv twenty yards before a pretty fcene opens to 
the left, a diflant landfcape of inclofures, with a river winding between the hills to the 
fea. Palling to the right, frefh fcenes of wood appear ; half way to the bottom, one 
different from the preceding is feen ; you are almolt inclofed in wood, and look to the 
right through fome low oaks on the oppofite bank of wood, with an edging of trees 
through which the Iky is feen, which added to an uncommon elegance in the out-line 
of the hill, has a moft pleating effect. Winding down to a thatched bench on a rocky 
point, you look upon an uncommon fcene. Immediately beneath is a valt chafm in the 
rock, which feems tom afnnder, to Jet the torrent through that comes tumbling over a 
rocky bed far funk into a channel embofomed in wood. Above is a range of gloomy 
obfcure woods, which half over-lhadow it, and riling to a vaft height, exclude every ob¬ 
ject. To the left the water rolls away over broken rocks: a fcene truly romantic. 
Followed the path : it led me to the water’s edge, at the bottom of the glen, where is a 
new fcene, in which not a fingle circumfiance hurts the principal character. In a hol¬ 
low formed of rock and wood (every object excluded but thole and water) the torrent 
breaks forth from fragments of rock, and tumbles through the chafm, rocks bulging 
over it, as if ready to fall into the channel, and ftop the impetuous water. The fliade 
is fo thick as to exclude the heavens, all is retired and gloomy, a brown horror breath¬ 
ing over the whole. It is a fpot for melancholy" to mufe in. 

Return to the carriage, and quit the Dargle, which upon the whole is a very Angular 
place, different from all I have feen in England, and I think preferable to moll. Crofs 
a murmuring ftream clear as chryftal, and rifrng a hill, look back on a pleafmg Undfcape 
of inclofures, which waving over hills, end in mountains of a very noble character. 
Reach Dublin. 

July 20. To Drogheda, a well built town, aftive in trade, the Boyne bringing Ihips 
to it. It was market day, and I found the quantity of corn, &c. and the number of 
people affembled very great; few country markets in England more thronged. The 
Rev. Mr. Neibit, to whom recommended, abfent, which was a great lofs to me, as I had 
feveral enquiries which remained unfatisfied. 

To the field of battle on the Boyne. The view of the fcene from a riling ground 
•which looks down upon it is exceedingly beautiful, being one of the compleateft land- 
fcapes I have feen. It is a vale, loofmg itfelf in front between bold declivities, above 
which are fome thick woods, and diflrant country. Through the vale the river winds 
and forms an ifland, the point of which is tufted with trees in the prettieft manner im¬ 
aginable ; on the other fide a rich fcenery of wood, among which is Doctor Norris’s 
houfe. To the right on a riling ground on the banks of the river is the obelilk, backed 
by a very bold declivity ; purfued the road till near it, quitted my chaife, and walked 
to the foot of it. It is founded on a rock which rifes boldly from the river. It is a 
noble pillar and admirably placed. I feated myfelf on the oppofite rock, and indulged 
the emotions which with a melancholy not unpleafing filled my bofom, while I reflected 
on the confequences that had fprung from the victory here obtained. Liberty was then 
triumphant. May the virtues of our pofterity fecure that prize which the bravery of 
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their anceftors won ! Peace to the memory of the Prince to whom, whatever might be 
his failings vve owed that day memorable in the annals of Europe ! 

Returned part of the way, and took the road to Cullen, where the Lord Chief Baron 
Forfter received me in the mod obliging manner, and gave me a variety of information 
uncommonly valuable. . He has made the greatelt improvements I have «ny where met 
with. The whole country twenty-two years ago was a wade Iheep walk, covered chiefly 
with h'eath, with fome dwarf furze and fern. The cabins and people as miferable as 
can be conceived; uot a protedant in the country, nor a road paffable for a carriage. 
In a word, perfe&ly refembling other mountainous tracts, and the whole yielding a rent 
of not more than from three (hillings to four {hillings an acre. Mr. Forder could not 
bear fo barren a property, and determined to attempt the improvement of an edate of 
five thoufand acres till then deemed irreclaimable. He encouraged the Tenants by every 
fpecies of perfuafion and expence, but they had fo ill an opinion of the land that he was 
forced to begin with two or three thoufand acres in his own hands ; he did not, how¬ 
ever, ! urn out the people, but kept them in to fee the effects of his operations. 

To Dundalk, (he view down on this town alfo very beautiful, fwelting hills of a fine 
verdure, with many rich inclofures backed by a bold outline of mountain that is re¬ 
markable. Laid at the Clanbradil Arms, and found it a very good inn. The place, 
like mod; of the Irifti towns I have been in, full of new buildings, with every mark of in- 
creafing wealth and profperity. A cambrick manufadture was eftablilhed here by par¬ 
liament, but failed ; it was, however, the origin of that more to the north. 

July 12. Left Dundalk, took the road through Ravenfdale to Mr, Fortelcue, to 
whom I had a letter, but unfortunately he was in the South of Ireland. Here I law 
many good Hone and Hate houfes, and fome bleach greens; and I was much pleafed to 
fee the inclofures creeping high up the fides of the mountains Honey as they are. Mr. 
Fortefcue’s fituation is very romantic on the fide of a mountain, with fine wood hang¬ 
ing on every fide, with the lawn beautifully fcattered with trees fpreading into them, 
and a pretty river winding through the vale, beautiful in itfelf, but trebly fo on infor¬ 
mation, that before he fixed there, it was all a wild wafte. Rents in. Ravenfdale ten 
fhillings, mountain land two fhillings and fix-pence to five fhillings. Alfo large trafts 
rented by villages, the cottars dividing it among themfelves, and making the mountain 
common For their cattle. 

Break, fa fled at Newry, the globe, another good inn. This town appears exceedingly 
flourifliing, and is very well built; yet forty years ago, I was told that there were no¬ 
thing but mud cabins in it: this great rife has been much owing to the canal to Loch- 
Neagh. I crofted it twice, it is indeed a noble work. I was amazed to fee (hips of one 
hundred and fifty tons and more lying in it, like barges in anfEnglifli canal. Here is 
a confiderable trade. 

Reached Ardmagh in the evening, and waited on the primate. 

July 23. His Grace rode out with me to Ardmagh, and lhewed me fome of the 
noble and fpirited works by which he has perfedly changed the face of the neighbour¬ 
hood. 1 he buildings he has erected in feven years, one would fuppofe without pre¬ 
vious information, to be the work of an active life. A lift of them will iuftify this ob- 

He has ereded a very elegant palace, ninety feet by fixty, and forty high, in which an 
unadorned fimplicity reigns. It is light and pleafing, without the addition of wings or 
leffer parts, which too frequently wanting a fufficient uniformity with the body of the 
edifice, are unconnected with it in effeCt, and divide the attention. Large and ample 
offices are conveniently placed behind a plantation at a fmall diftance: around the 
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palace is a large lawn, which fpreadson every fide over the hills, and flirted by young 
plantations, in one of which is a terrace, which commands a moft beautiful view of cul¬ 
tivated hilt and dale. The view from the palace is much improved by the barracks, the 
fchool, and a new church at a diftance, all which are lb placed as to be exceedingly or¬ 
namental to the whole country. * _ 

The barracks were erected under his Grace’s direSions, and form a large and hand- 
fome edifice. The fchool is a building of confiderable extent, and admirably adapted 
for the purpofe: a more convenient or a better contrived one, is no where to be teen. 
There are apartments for a matter, a fchool-room fifty-fix feet by twenty eight, a large 
dininr room, and fpacious airy dormitories, with every other neceflary, and a fpacious 
playground walled in ; the whole forming ahandfame front; and attention being paid 
to the refidence of the matter (the falary is four hundred pounds a year), the fchool 
fiourilhes, and muff prove one of the greateft advantages to the country of any tmng 
that could have been ettablifhed. This edifice entirely at the prnnate s expence, ine 
church is eroded of white (lone, and having a tall fpire makes a very agreeable objed, 
in a country where churches and fpires do not abound, at leaft fuchas are worih look- 
in r- at. Three other churches the primate has alfo built, and done confiderable repara¬ 
tions to the cathedral. , ■ ... , .. , r , 

He has been the means alfo of erefiing a public infirmary, which was built by lub- 

feription, contributing amply to it himfelf. . f 

A pub-ic library he has eroded at his own expence, given a large collection of book-, 
and endowed it. The room is exceUently adapted, forty-five feet by twenty-five, and 
twenty high, with a gallery, and apartments for a librarian. 

He has further ornamented the city with a market-houfe and fliambns, and been the 
dired means, by giving ieafes upon that condition, of altnofb new building the whole 
place. He found it a nell of mud cabins, and he will leave it a well built city of (tone 
and flate. I heard it afierted in common converfation, that his Grace, in thefe noble un¬ 
dertakings, h ;d not expended lefs than thirty thoufand pounds befides what he had been 
the means of doing, though not diredly at his own expence. f 

In the evening reached Mr. Brownlow’s at Lurgan, to whom l am indebted for Some 
valuable information. This gentleman has made very great improvements in his do¬ 
main : he has a lake at tlie bottom of a flight vale, and around are three walks, at a 
diftance from each other ; the center one is the principal, and extends two miles. It 
is well condudcd for leading to the moft agreeable parts of the grounds, and for com¬ 
manding views of Loch Neagh, anri the diffant country ; there are feverai buildings, a 
temple, green-houfe, &c. The moft beautiful feene is from a bench on a gently iweil- 
ing hilL, which rifes almoft on every fide from the water. The wood, the water, and 
the green Hopes; here unite to form a very pleafing landfcape. Let me obferve one 
thing much to his honour; he advances his tenants money for all the lime they chule, 

and rakes payment in eight years with rent._ . . t , „ 

Upon enquiring concerning the emigrations, 1 found that in 1772 and 1773, they 
were at the height; that l'ome went from this neighbourhood with property, but not 
many. They were in general poor and unemployed. They find here, that whenpro- 
vifions are very cheap, the poor fpend much of their time in whifcy-houles. All the 
drapers wifh that oatmeal was never under one penny a pound, though farms are ex¬ 
ceedingly divided, yet few of the people raifc oatmeal enough to feed themJelves; all 
go to market for fome. The weavers earn by co-ufe linens one lhillmg a day, by tme 
one {killing and four pence, and it is the fame with the ipinners, the finer the yat n t ie 
Btore they earn; but in common a woman earns about three-pence. For cottrlc 
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they do not reckon the flax hurt by {landing, for feed* Their own flax is much better 
than the imported* 

This country is in general beautiful, but particularly fo about the {freights that lead 
into Strangford Loch* From Mr, Savage’s door the view has great variety* To the 
left are traSs of hilly grounds, between which the fea appears* and the vaft chain of 
mountains in the Me of Man diftinQdy feen* In front the hills rife in a beautiful out¬ 
line, and a round hill projects like a promontory into the freight, and under it the town 
amidft groups of trees ; the fcene is chearful of itfelf, but rendered doubly fo by the 
fhips.and herring-boats failing in and out. To the right the view is crowned by the 
mountains of Mourne, which, wherever feen, are of a character. peculiarly bold, and 
even terrific* The fhores of the loch behind Mr* Savage’s are bold ground, abounding 
with numerous pleafmg landfcapes ; the oppofite coaft, confiding of the woods and im¬ 
provements of Gallic-Ward, is a fine fcenery* 

Called at Lord Bangor’s at Gaftle Ward, to deliver a letter of recommendation, but 
unfortunately he was on a failing party to England ; walked through the woods, &c« 
The houfe was built by the prefent Lord* It is a very handfome edifice with two prin¬ 
cipal fronts, but not of the fame architefhire, for the one is Gothic, and the other Gre¬ 
cian. From the temple is a fine wooded fcene ; you look down on a glen of tvood, with 
a winding hill quite covered with it, and which breaks the view of a large bay : over it 
appears the peninfula of Strangford, which con fids of inclofures and wood* To the 
right, the bay is bounded by a fine grove, which projeds into it* A fhip at anchor ad* 
ded much* The houfe well fituated above feveral rifing woods, the whole fcene a fine 
one* I remarked in Lord Bangor’s domains, a fine field of turnips, but unhoed* 
There were feme cabbages alfo. 

Belfaft is a very well built town of brick, they having no flone quarry in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, The ftreets are broad and flrait, and the inhabitants* amounting to about 
fifteen thoufand, make it appear lively and bufy* The public buildings arc not nu¬ 
merous or very linking, but over the exchange Lord Donnegal is building an aflembly 
room, fixty feet long, by thirty broad, and twenty-four high ; a very elegant room. ■ A 
card room adjoining, thirty by twenty-two, and twenty-two high ; a tea room of the 
fame fize* His lordlhip is alfo building a new church, which is one of the lighted and 
moil pleafmg I have any where feen: if is feventy-four by fifty-four, and thirty high to 
the cornice; theifles feparated by a double row of columns; nothing can.be lighter 
or more pleafing. The town belongs entirely to his lordftup* Rent of it 2000L a 
year* His eftate extends from Drum bridge, near Lilburne to Larne, twenty miles in 
a right line, and is ten broad. His royalties are great, containing the whole of Loch 
Neagh, which is I fuppofe the greateft of any fubjc£t in Europe* His eel fifliery at Tome, 
and Port-New, on the river Ban, lets for 500b a year; and all the fifheries are his to 
the leap at Coiraine* The eftate Is fuppofed to be 31,000!, a year, the greateft at pre¬ 
fent in Ireland* Innifboen in Donnegal is his, and is 11 ,oool* of it* In Antrim, Lord 
Antrim’s is the mod ext en five property, being four baronies, and one hundred and feventy* 
three thoufand acres. The rent 8000L a year, but re-let for 64,000b a year, by te¬ 
nants that have perpetuities; perhaps the cruekft inftance in the world of eareleilhefs 
for the interefts of poflerity* The prefent Lord's father granted thofe leafes* 

I was informed that Mr. Ifaac, near Belfaft, had four acres, Irifh meafure, of ftrong 
clay land not broken up for many years, which being amply manured with lime rub- 
bifh and fea {bells, and fallowed, was fown with wheat, and yield 87I* 9s, at gs, to 12s. 
per cwt. Alfo that Mr* Whitley, of Ballinderry, near Lifburne, a tenant of Lord Hert¬ 
ford’s has rarely any wheat that does not yield him eighteen pounds an acre. The til¬ 
lage of the neighbourhood for tea miles round is doubled in a few years. Shall export 
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one tlioufand tons of corn this year from Belfaft, mod of it to the Wed Indies, particu. 
larly oats. . 

'Auguft i, to Arthur Buntin's, Efq. near Belfaft ; the foil a did*clay ; lets at old rents 
ios., new one 18s., the town parks of that place 30s. to 70s., ten miles round it 10s. 
to 2os., average 13s. A great deal of flax town, every countryman having a little, 
always on potatoe land, and one ploughing: they ufually fow each family a bufliel of 
feed. Thofe who have no land pay the farmers 20s. rent for the land a bufliel of feed 
lows, and always on potatoe land. They plant many more potatoes than they eat, to 
iupply the market at Belfaft; manure for them with all their dung, and fome of them 
mix dung, earth, and lime, and this is found to do better. There is much alabader 
near the town, which is ufed for ftucco plaider ; fells from ll. is. to 25s. a ton. 

In my way to Antrim, viewed the bleach-green of Mr. Thomas Sinclair ; it is the 
complete!! I had feen here. I underftood that the bleaching feafon lafted nine months, 
and that watering on the grafs was quite left off. Mr. Sinclair hiinfelf was not at home, 
or Hhould probably have gained fome intelligence that might have been ufefiil. 

Crofted the mountains by the new road to Antrim, and found them to the fummits 
to confift of exceeding good loam, and fuch as would improve into good meadow. It 
is all thrown 10 the little adjoining farms, with very little or any rent paid for it. They 
make 110 other ufe of it than turning their cows on. Pity they do not improve ; a work 
more profitable than any they could undertake. All the way to Antrim lands let at an 
average at 8s. The linen manufadure fpreads over the whole country, confequently 
the farms are very fmall, being nothing but patches for the convenience of weavers. 

From Antrim to Shanes Caftle the road runs at the end of Loch Neagh, command¬ 
ing a noble view of it; of fuch an extent that the eye can fee no land over it. It ap¬ 
pears like a perfeft fea, and the fhore is broken fand-banks, which look fo much like it,, 
that one can hardly believe the water to be frefli. Upon my arrival at the caftle, I was 
moll agreeably fahited with four men hoeing a field of turnips round it, as a prepara¬ 
tion for grafs. Thefe were the firft turnip-hoers I have feen in Ireland, and I was more 
pleafed than if I had feen four emperors. 

The caftle is beautifully fituated 011 the lake, .the windows commanding a very noble 
vievv of it; and this has the finer efted, as the woods are coniiderable, and form a fine 
accompaniment to this noble inland lea. 

Rode from Mr. Lefty's to view the Giant’s Caufeway. It is certainly a very great 
euriofity, as an objett for fpecuiation upon the manner of its formation; whether it 
owes its origin to fire, and is a fpecies of lava, or to cryftalization, or to whatever caufe, 
is a point that has employed the attention of men much more able to decide upon it than 
I am ; and has been fo often treated, that nothing 1 could fay could be new. When 
two bits of thefe bafahes are rubbed together quick, they emit a confiderable feent 
like burnt leather. The feenery of the Caufeway, nor of the adjacent mountains, is 
very magnificent, though the cliffs are bold; but for a confiderable diftance there is a 
ftrong difpofition in the rocks to run into pentagonal cylinders, and even at 
bridge, by Mr. Lefty’s, is a rock in which the fame difpofition is plainly vifible. I be¬ 
lieve the Caufeway would have (truck me more if I had not feen the prints of Stafta, 

Returned to Lefly-hill; and Auguft 5th departed for Coleraine. There the Right 
Hon. Mr. Jackfon affifted me with the greateft politenefs in procuring the intelligence I 
I wifhed about the falmon-fiftiery, which is the greateft in the kingdom, and viewed both 
filheries above and below the town, very plealantly fituated on the river Ban. The 
falmon fpawn in all the rivers that run into the Ban about the beginning of Auguft, and 
as foon as they have done fwim to the fea, where they ftay till January, when they begin 
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to return to the frefh water, and continue doing it till Augufl, in which voyage they arc 
taken ■ the nets are fet in the middle of January, but by act of parliament no nets nor 
weirs can be kept down after the iath of Auguft. Alt the fiflieries on the river Ban 
let at 6000I. a year. From the fea to the rock above Coleraine, where the weirs are 
built, belongs to the London companies ; the greatefl: part of the reft to Lord Donne- 
cral. * The eel fiflieries let at 1000I. a year, and thefalmon fiflieries at Coleraine 1000k 
The eels make periodical voyages, as the falmon, but inftead of fpawning in the frefh 
water, they go to the fea to fpav.n, and the young fry return againft the ftream ; to 
enable them to do which with greater eafe at the leap, A raw ropes are hung in the 
water for them ; when they return to fea they are taken : many of them weigh nine, or 
ten pounds. The young falmon are called grawls , and grow at a rate which 1 fliould 
ftippcTe fcarce any fifh commonly known equals ; for within the year fonie of them will 
come to fixteen and eighteen pounds, but in general ten or twelve pounds: fuch as 
efcape the firft year’s fifliery are falmon ; and at two years old will generally weigh 
twenty to twenty-five pounds. This year’s fifliery has proved the greatefl that ever 
was known, and they had the largeft hawl, taking 1452 falmon at one drag of one net. 
In the vear 1758 they had 882, which was the next greatefl: hawl. I had the pleafure 
of feeing 370 drawn in at once. They have this year taken four hundred tons of fifh ; 
two hundred fold frefh at a penny and three-halfpence a pound, and two hundred falted, 
nt 181. and 20I. per ton, which arefent to London, Spain, and Italy. The fifliery em¬ 
ploys eighty men, and the expences in general calculated to equal the rent. 

1 The linen manufacture is very general about Coleraine, coarfe ten hundred linen. 
It is carried to Dublin in cars, one hundred and ten miles, at 5s. per cwt. in fumnier. 


and 7s. fid. in winter. 

From Limmavaddy to Derry there is very little uncultivated land. Within four miles 
of the latter rents are from 12s. to 20s.; mountains paid for but in the grofs. Reached. 
Derry at night, and waited two hours in the dark before the ferry-boat came ovar 

Augufl i n the morning, went to the bifhop’s palace to leave my letters of recom¬ 
mendation ; for I was informed of my misfortune in his being out of the kingdom. 
He was upon a voyage to Staffa, and had fent home fonie of the flones of which it con- 
ftfls; they appeared^perfectly to referable in flrape, colour, and finell, thofe of the 
Giant’s Caul e way, 

Auguft 8, left Derry, and took the road by Raphoe to the Rev. Mr. Golding's, at 
Clonleigh, who favoured me with much valuable information. The view of Derry, at 
the di Hance of a mile or two. is the moft pi&urefque of any place I have feen; it feems 
to be built on an ifland of bold land rifing from the river, which fpreads into a fine 
bafon at the foot of the town; the adjacent country hilly ; the lcene wants nothing but 
wood to make it a perfect landfcape. 

Auguft 11, left Mount Charles, and paffing through Donnegal, took the road to 
Ballyftiannon 5 ; came prefently to fevcral beautiful landfcapes, fwelling hills, cultivated, 
with the bay flowing up among them: they want nothing but more wood, and arc 
beautiful without it. ° Afterwards likewife to the left they rife in various outlines, and 
die away infenfibly into one another. When the road leads to a full view of the bay of 
Donnegal, thefe finding fpots, above which the proud mountains rear their heads, are 
numerous, the hillocks of almoft regular circular forms; they are very pleafmg, from 
form, verdure, and the water breaking in their vales. 

Before I got to Ballylhannon, remarked a bleach-green, which indicates weaving in 
the neighbourhood. Viewed the fa!mon-leap at Ballyfhannon, which is let for 400I. 

5 N 2 a year. 
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ti year. Th6 Teenery of It is very beautiful , it is a fine fall, and the coafl of the river 
very bold, confiding of perpendicular rocks, with grafs oi a beaut ii ul verdure to the 
very edge: it projeSs in little promontories, which grow longer as they approach the 
fea, and open to give a fine view of the ocean* Before the fall in the middle of the river 
is a rocky ifland, on which is a curing houfe, inftead oi the turret of a ruined cufUe, 
for which it feems formed. The town prettily fituated on the riling ground on each 
fide of the river.—To Sir Janies Caldwell’s; croffing the bridge, flopped for a view of 
the river, which is a very fine one, and was delighted to fee the falmon jump, to me an 
unufual fivht: the water was perfectly alive with them. Rifmg the hill, look back on 
the town ° the fituation beautiful; the river prelents a noble view. Come to Bel leek, 
a little village, with one of the fineft water-fells l remember any where to have feen ; 
viewed it from the bridge. The river in a very broad flieet comes from behind tome 
wood, and breaks over a bed of rocks, not perpendicular, but flicking m various. di¬ 
rections, and foams away under the arches; after which it grows more idem, and gives 
a beautiful benu under a rock, crowned by a fine bank of wood. Reached Cattle Cald¬ 
well at night, where Sir James Caldwell received me with a politeness and cordiality 

that will make me long remember it with pleafure. . 

Auguft 15, to Belleifle, the charming feat ol the Earl ot Rofs. It is an iltand 111 
Loch Earne, of two hundred Irilh acres, every part of it hill, dale, and gentle dectm- 
tpc • it has a great deal of wood, much of which is old, and forms both deep (hades 
and open chearful groves. The trees hang on thq Hopes, and consequently (hew them- 
felves to the belt advantage. All this is exceedingly pretty, but it is rendered tieb.y 10 
by the fituation : a reach of the lake paffes before the houfe, which is fituated near the 
banks among fome fine woods, which give both beauty and fhelter. T. his iheei ot water, 
which is three miles over, is bounded in front by an ifland of thick wood, and by a bold 
circular hill, which is his lordlhip’s deer park; this hill is backed by a confiderable 
mountain. To the right are four or five fine clumps of dark wood ; fo many iflands 
which rife boldly from the lake, the water breaks in (traits between them, and forms a 
feene extremely pifturefquc. On the other fide the lake (ketches behind wood, in a 
{freight which forms Belleifle. Lord Rofs has made walks round the ifland, from 
which there is a confiderable variety of profpeft. A temple is built on a gentle mil, 
commanding the view of the wooded iflands above-mentioned ; but the molt pleafing 
profpeft of them is coming out from the grotto : they appear in an uncommon beauty ; 
two feem to join, and the water which flows between takes the appearance of a fine 
bav, projecting deep into a dark wood: nothing can be more beautilul. I he park hill 
rifes above them, and the whole is backed with mountains. The home icene at your 
feet alfo is pretty; a lawn fcattered with trees that forms the margin of the lake, clofing 
gradually in a thick wood of tall trees, above the tops of which is a diftant view ol 
Cultiegh mountain, which is there feen in its proud eft folemnity. . 

They plough all with horfes three or four in a plough, and all abrealt. Iloe let it 
be remarked, that they very commonly plough and harrow with their horfes drawing 
by the tail: it is done every l’eafon. Nothing can put them befide this ; and they infill 
that take a horfe tired in traces, and put him to work by the tail, he will draw better: 
quite frefli again. Indignant reader! this is no jell of mine, but cruel, Itubborn, bar¬ 
barous truth. It is fo all over Cavan. _ 

At Clonells, near Caltle-rea, lives O'Conner, the dive ft defeendant oi Roderick 
O*Connor, who was King of Connaught fix or feven hundred years ago; there is a 
monument of him in Rofcommon church,, with his fceptre, &c. I was told as a cei - 
taintv, that this family were here long before the coining of the Milefians, I he pol- 

jq icflionSj, 
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feffions, formerly fo great, are reduced to three or four hundred pounds a year, the 
family having fared in the revolutions of fo many ages, much worfe than the OTfiel s 
and Q c Brien 5 s. The common people pay him the greatefl refpeft, and fend him pre« 
feats of cattle, &c. upon various occafions. They confider him as the prince^of a people 
involved in one common ruin. 

Another great: family in Connaught is Macdermot, who calls himfeli Prince of Coo- 
iavin; he lives at Coolavin, in Sligo, and though he has not above one hundred pounds 
a year, will not admit his children to fit down in his prefence. This was certainly the: 
cafe with his father, and fome affured me even with the prefent chief. Lord Kingfbo- 
rough, Mr. Ponfonby, Mr. O Tiara, Mr. Sandford, &c. came to fee him, and his ad- 
drefs was curious : “ CVHara ! you are welcome ; Sand ford, 1 am glad to lee your mo¬ 
ther’s fon (his mother was an 0 ( Brien) : as to the reft of ye, come in as ye can.’ 
Mr. O Tiara, of Nymphsfield, is in poffeflion of a confiderable eft ate in Sligo, which is 
the remains of great pofleflions they had in that country: he is one of the few descen¬ 
dants of the Milefian race. 

To Lord Kingfton’s, to whom I had a letter, but unfortunately for me he was at 
Spaw. Walked down to Longford Hill, to view the lake j it is one of the moft deli¬ 
cious fccnes I ever beheld, a lake of five miles by four, which fills the bottom of a gentle 
valley atmoft of a circular fornj, bounded very boldly by the mountains. Ihofe to the 
left rife in a noble Hope ; they lower rather in front, and let in a view of Strand moun¬ 
tain, near Sligo, above twenty miles off. To the right, you look over a fmali part of a 
bog to a large extent of cultivated hill, with the blue mountains beyond* Were this 
lit l le piece of bog planted, the view would be more complete; the hill on which you 
(land lias a foliage of welhgrown trees, which form the fouthem there. You look down 
on fix iflands, all wooded, and on a fine promontory to the left, which ftioots far into 
the lake. Nothing can be more pieafing than their uncommon variety; the firft is 
final!, (Rock ifland) tufted with trees, under the (hade of which is an ancient building, 
once the refidence of Macdermot. The next a mixture of lawn and wood ; the third, 
which appears to join this, is of a darker fhade, yet not fo thick but you can fee the 
bright lawn under the trees. Houfe ifland is one fine thick wood, which admits not a> 
gleam of light, a contrail to the filver bofom of the lake. Church ifland is at a greater 
diftance; this is alfo a clump, and rifes boldly. Rook ifland is of wood ; it opens in 
the centre, and (hews a lawn with a building on it. It is impoflible to imagine a more 
pieafing andchearful feene. Paffed the chapel to Smithficld Hill, which is a fine riling 
ground, quite furrounded with plantations ; from hence the view is changed ; here the 
promontory appears very bold, and over its neck you fee another wooded ifland, in a 
moft pifturefque fituation. Nothing can be more pifturelque than Rock ifland, its ruin 
overhung with ivy. The other iflands affunie irefh and varied outlines, and form upon 
the whole one of the moft luxuriant feenes I have met with. 

The views of the lake and environs are very fine as you go to Boyle; the woods unite 
into a large raafs, and contrail the bright (heet of water with their dark (hades. 

The lands about Kingfton are very fine, a rich, dry, yellow, fandy loam, the fined 
foil that I have feen in Ireland, all grafs, and covered wilh very fine bullocks, cows, and 
fheep- The farms rife to five hundred acres, and are generally in divifions, parted by 
done walls, for oxen, cows, young cattle, and fheep feparate. Some of the lands will 
carry an ox and a wether per acre m f rents 15s. to 20s. 

Dined at Boyle, and took the road to Ballymoat; croffed an immenfe mountainy bog* 
where I flopped and made enquiries \ found that it was ten miles long, and three and a 
half over, containing thirty-five fquare miles j that lime-done quarries were around 

and 
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and in it, and lime-ftone gravel in many places to be found, and ufed in the lands ‘hat 
join it: in addition to this l may add, that there is a great road eroding it; thirty-five 
miles are twenty-two thoufand tour hundred acres. What an itnmenfe field of improve¬ 
ment ! nothing would be eafier than to drain it, vafl trails of land have fuch a fall, that 
not a drop of water could remain. Thefe hilly bogs are extremely different from any 
1 have feen in England. In the moors in the north, the hills and mountains are all 
covered with heath, like the Irifh bogs, but they are of various foils, gravel, fliingle, 
moor, &c.,and boggy only in fpots ; but the Irifh bog hills are all pure bog to a great 
depth, without the lead variation of foil; and the bog being of a hilly form, is a proof 
that it is a growing vegetable mafs, and not owing merely to flagrant water. Sir Lau¬ 
rence Dundafs is the principal proprietor of this. 

Reached Ballymoat in the evening, therefidence of theEIon. Mr. Fitzmaurice, where 
I expelled great pleafure in viewing a manufactory, of which I heard much frnce I 
came to Ireland. lie was fo kind as to give me the following account of it, in the moll 
liberal mznfikr: 

« Twenty years ago the late Lord Shelburne came to Ballymoat, a wild uncultivated 
region, without indufiry or civility, and the people all Roman Catholics, without an 
atom of a manufacture, not even fpinning. In order to change this ftate of things, his 
Lordfliip contracted with people in the north to bring proteftant weavers, and eltablifh 
a manufactory, as the only means of making the change he wifhed , this was done, but 
falling into the hands of rafeats, he loft 5000I. by the bufmefs, with only feventeen pro¬ 
teftant families, and twenty-fix or twenty-feven looms eftablifhed for it. Upon his 
death. Lady Shelburne wifhed to carry his fcheme into execution, and to do it, gave 
much encouragement to Mr. Wakefield, the great Irifh factor in London, by granting 
advantageous leafes under the contract of building and colonizing, by weavers from the 
north, and carrying on the manufactory. He found about twenty Looms, working 
upon their own account, and made a confiderable progrefs in this for five years, railing 
feveral buildings, cottages for the weavers, and was going on as well as the variety of 
his bufinefs would admit, employing fixty looms. He then died, when a ftand was 
made to all the works for a year, in which every thing went much to ruin. Lady Shel¬ 
burne then employed a new manager to carry on the manufacture upon his own account, 
giving him very profitable grants of lands, to encourage him to do it with fpirift He 
continued for five years, employing fixty looms alfo ; but his circumflances failing, a 
frefh flop was put to the work. 

“ Then it was that Mr. Fitzmaurice, in the year 1774, determined to exert himfelf 
in puffnng on a manufactory, which promifed to be of fuch effential fervice to the 
whole country. To do this with effect, he faw that it was neceffary to take it entirely 
into his own hands. He could lend money to the manager to enable him to go on, but 
that would ,be at belt hazardous, and could never do it in the complete manner in which 
he wifhed to eftablifh it. In this period of con ft deration, Mr. Fitzmaurice was advifed 
by his friends never to engage in fo complex a bufinefs as a manufacture, in which he 
muff of neceffity become a merchant; alfo engage in all the hazard, Irklbmenefs, &c* 
of commerce, fo totally different from his birth, education, ideas, and purfuits; hut 
tired with the inactivity of common life, he determined not only to turn manufacturer, 
but to carry on the bufinefs in the moil fpirited and vigorous manner that was poffible. 
In the firil place, he took every means of making himfelf a complete mafter of the bu¬ 
finefs ; he went through various manufactures, enquired into the minutiae, and took 
every meafure to know it to the bottom. This he did fo repeatedly, and with fuch 
attention in .the whole progrefs, from fpinning to bleaching, and felling, that he became 

as 
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as thorough a matter of it as an experienced manager; he has wove linen, and done 
every part of the bufmefs with his own hands. As he determined to have the works 
complete, he took Mr. Stansfield the engineer, fo well known for his improved faw- 
mills, into his pay; he fent him over to Bally moat, in the winter of 1774, in order to 
erect the machinery of a bleach mill, upon the very heft conltru&ion } he went to all 
the great mills in the north of Ireland to infpect them, to remark, their deficiencies, that 
they might be improved in the mills he intended to ereft. This knowledge being 
gained, the work was begun, and as water was neceffary, a great bafon was formed by 
a dam acrofs a valley, by which means'thirty-four acres were floated, to ferve as a re¬ 
fer voir for dry feafons to fecure plenty at all times.” f 

Auguft 30” rode to Rofshill, four miles off, a headland that projefts into the bay 
of Newport, from which there is a mod beautiful view of the bay on botjj fides; I 
counted thirtyiflands very diftinfitly, all of them cultivated under corn and potatoes, or 
pa (lured by cattle. At a diltance Clara rifes in a very bold and pi&urefque ttyle; on 
the left Crow Patrick, and to the right other mountains. It is a view that wants no¬ 
thing but wood. 

September 5, to Drumoland, the feat of Sir Lucius O’Brien, in the county of Clare, 
a gentleman who had been repeatedly afiiduous to procure me every fort of informa¬ 
tion. 1 fliould remark, as 1 have now left Galway, that that county, from entering it 
m the road to Tuam till leaving it to-day, has been, upon the whole, inferior to molt 
of the paits I have travelled in Ireland in point of beauty : there are not mountains of 
a magnitude to make the view ftriking. It is perfectly free from woods, and even trees,, 
except about gentlemen’s houfes, nor has it a variety in its face. I do not, however, 
fpeak without exception ; I patted fome trafts which are cheerful. Drummoland has- 
a pleafing variety of grounds about the houfe; it (lands on a hill gently riling from a 
fake of twenty-four acres, in the middle of a noble wood of oak, afli, poplar, &c. 
three beautiful hills rife above, over which the plantations fpread in a varied manner; 
and thefe hills command very fine views of the great rivers l ergus and Shannon at their 
junction, being each of them a league wide. 

't here is a view of the Shannon from Limerick to Foynes Illand, which is thirty miles, 
with all its bays, bends, ittands, and fertile fliores. It is from one to three miles broad, 
a moft noble river, deferving regal navies for its ornament, or, what are better, fleets 
of merchantmen, the cheerf ul ligns of far extended commerce, inltead of a few mife- 
rabls billing-boats, the only canvals that fvvelled upon the fcene : but the want of com¬ 
merce in her ports is the misfortune not the fault of Ireland. Thanks for the defici¬ 
ency to that illiberal fpirit of trading jealoufy, which has at times actuated and difgraced 
fo many nations. The profpeft has a noble outline in the bold mountains of Tippe¬ 
rary, Cork, Limerick, and Kerry. The whole view magnificent. 

At the foot of this hill is the cattle of Bunratty, a very large edifice, the feat of the 
O’Briens, princes of Thomond ; it Hands on the bank of a river, which falls into the 
Shannon near it. About this cattle and that of Rofmanagher, the land is the bell in 
the county of Clare ; it is worth il. 13s. an acre, and fats a bullock per acre in fuin- 
mer, befides winter feed. 

To Limerick, through a chearful country,, on the banks of the river, in a vale fur- 
rounded by diftant mountains. That city is very finely fituated, partly on an illand 
formed by the Shannon. The new part, called Newtown Pery, from Mr. Pery the 
fpeaker, who owns a confiderable part of the city, and reprefents it in parliament, is 
well built. L he houfes are new ones, of brick, large and in right lines. There is a 
communication with the reft of the town by a handfome bridge of three large arches, 

erected 
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erefted at Mr. Pery’s expence. Here are docks, quays, and a cuftom-houfe, which is a 
good building, faces the river, and on the oppofite banks is a large quadrangular 
one, the houfe of induftry. This part of Limerick is very chearful ana agreeable, and 
carries all the marks of a flourilhiug place. „ 

The exports of this port are beef, pork, butter, hides, and rape-feed. The imports 
are rum, fugar, timber, tobacco, wines, coals, bark, fait, &c. The cuftoms and ex- 
cife, about fixteen years ago, amounted to i6,oool., at prefent 32,000!, and rather 

more four or five years ago. 

Whole revenue - 17 51- £ 16,000 

1775-5 1000 


Revenue of the Port of Limerick , Tear ending 
March 25, 


1759 

- 

£ 20,494 

1760 


29,197 

1761 


20,727 

1762 


. 20,650 

1763 


20,525 

1764 


3 2 > 6 3S 

1765 


31,099 

Cm* 


Price of Provi/ions . 

Wheat, is. id. a ftone. Teal, led. a couple. 

Barley and oats, 5|d. to 6d. Plover, 6d. a couple. 

Scotch coals, 18s., Whitehaven, 20s. Widgeon, xod. ditto. 

A boat load of turf, 20 tons, 45s. Hares, is. each, commonly fold all the 

Salmon, three halfpence. T ear round. 

Trout, 2d. very fine, per lb. Woodcocks, aod. to 2s. 2d. a brace. 

Eels, 2d. a pound. Oyfters, 4 d. to is. a 100. 

Rabbits. 8d. a couple. LobUers, is. to is. 6d. } if good. 

Wild ducks, 2otL to as, a couple* " 

Land fells at twenty years 5 pur chafe. Rents were at the higheft in 1755, fell finee, but 
in four years have fallen 8s- to 10s. an acre about Limerick* They are at a Rand at 
prefent, owing to the high price of provifions from pafture- The number of people 
in Limerick are computed at thirty- two tboufand ; it is exceedingly populous for the fuse* 
the chief ftreet quite crowded ; many fedan chairs in* town, and fome hackney chaifes. 
Aflemblies the year round, in a new affembly-houfe built for the purpofe, and plays 
and concerts common- 

Upon the whole, Limerick mufl be a very gay place, but when the ufual number or 
troops are in town much more fo* To fliew the general expences of living I was told, 
of a perfon's keeping a carriage, four horfes, three men, three maids, a good table, a 
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A barrel of beef or pork, 2colb. weight. Vcflels of 400 tons can come up with fpring 
tides, which rife fourteen feet. 

September g, to Caitle Oliver; various country, not fo rich to appearance as the 
cdrcafles, being fed bare: much hilly fheep-wslk, arrd for a confiderable way a full 
third of it potatoes and com: no fign of depopulation. Juft before I got to the hills 
a field of ragwort ( fenefio jacobtsa ) buried the cows. The firft hill of Caftle Oliver 
intcrefting. After riling a mountain io high that no one could think of any houfe, you 
come in view of a vale, quite filled with fine woods, fields margined with trees, and 
hedge plantations climbing up the mountains. Having engaged rnyfelf to Mr. Oliver, 
to return from Killarney by his houfe, as he was confined to Limerick by the aflizes, I 
iliall omit faying any thing of it at prefent. 

__ September i<5, to Cove by water, from Mr. Trent’s quay. The view of Lota is 
charming; a fine riling lawn from the water, with noble fpreading woods reaching on 
each fide; the houfe a very pleating front, with lawn fhooting into the Woods. The 
river forms a creek between two hills, one Lota, the other opening to another hill of 
inclofures well wooded. As the boat leaves the fhore nothing can be finer than the 
view behind uS; the back woods of Lota, the houfe and lawn, and the high bold in¬ 
clofures towards Cork, form the fineft fhore imaginable, leading to Cork, the city ap¬ 
pearing in full view, Dunkettle wooded inclofures, a fine fweep of hill, joining Mr. 
Hoare’s at Fa&ory-hiU, whole woods have a beautiful effeft. Dunkettle-houfe almoft 
loft in a wood. As we advance, the woods of Lota and Dunkettle unite in one fine mafs. 
The Iheet of water, therifing lawns, the houfe in the 1110ft beautiful fituation imaginable, 
with more woods above it than lawns below it, the weft fhore of Loch Mahon, a very- 
fine riling hill cut into inclofures, but without wood, land-locked on every fide with 
high lands, fcattered with inclofures, woods, feats, &c. with every chearful circuraftance 
of lively commerce, has altogether a great effect. Advancing to Paffage the fhores are 
various, and the feenery enlivened by fourfeore fail of large fhips; the little port of 
Paffage at the water’s edge, with the hills rifing boldly above it. The channel nar¬ 
rows between the great illand and the hills of Paffage. The fhores bold, and the 
fhips fcattered about them, with the inclofures hanging behind the malls and yards, 
pitturefque. Palling the {freights a new bafon of the harbour opens, furrounded with 
high lands. Monk’s-town-caftle on the hill to the right, and the grounds of Bally, 
bricken, a beautiful intermixed feene of wood and lawn. The high fhore of the har¬ 
bour’s mouth opens gradually. The whole feene is land-locked.. The firft view of 
HaWl-bowIing-ifland and Spike-ifland, high rocky lands, with the’channel opening to 
Cove, where are a fleet of fhips at anchor, and Roflellan, Lord Inchiquin’s houfe, 
backed with hills, a feenery that wants nothing but the accompaniment of wood. The 
view of Bally bricken changes; it now appears to be unfortunately cut into right lines. 
Arrived at the fhip at Cove, in the evening returned, leaving Mr. Jeffery's and family on 
board for a voyage to Havre, in their way to Paris. 

Dunkettle is one of the rnoft beautiful places I have feen in Ireland. It is a hill of 
fome hundred acres broken into a great variety of ground by gentle declivities, with 
every where an undulating outline, and the whole varied by a confiderable quantity of 
wood, which in fame places is thick enough to take the appearance of clqfe groves, in 
others fpreads into fcattered thickets and a variety of fingle groups. This hill or rather 
clufter of hills, is furrounded on one fide by a reach of Cork harbour, over which it 
looks in the moll advantageous manner; and on the other by an irriguous vale, through 
which flows the river Gtanmire; the oppofite fhore of that river has every variety that 
can unite to form pleating landfcapes for the views from Dunkettle grounds ; in fome 
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places narrow glens, the bottoms of which are quite filled with water, and the fteep 
banks covered with thick woods that fpread a deep fhade; in others the vale opens to 
for nr the fcite of a pretty chearful village, overhung by hill and wood : here the (hore 
rifos gradually into large inclofures, which fpread over the hills, ftretching beyond taeh 
other; and there the vale melts again into a milder variety of fields* A hill thus fuu* 
sued* and confiding in itfelf of fo much variety of furface, mud npceffiri y command 
many pleafing views ; to enjoy thefe to the better advantage, Mr* Trent {than whom 
no one has a better tafle, both to difcover and defcribe the beauties of natural fcenes,) 
is making a walk around the whole, which is to bend to the inequalities of the ground, 
fo as to take the principal points in view. The whole is fo beautiful, that if I was to 
make the regular detour, the defcriprion might be too minute; but there are foine 
points which gave me fo much pleafure that 1 know not how to avoid recommending 
to others that travel this way to taiie the fame fatisfafHon: from the upper part of the 
orchard you look down a parr of the river; where it opens into a regular bafon, one 
corner ftretching up to Cork, luff behind the hill of Lota, the lawn of which breaks on 
the fwelling hills among the vvoods ; the houfe obfetired, and therefore feeming a part 
of your home icene; the lofing* the river behind the beautiful projcffion of Lota, is 
more pleafing than can be expreffed* The other reach, leading to the harbour's 
mouth, is half hidden by the trees, which margin the foot of the hill on which you 
ftand ; in front a noble range of cultivated hills, the inctafures broken by flight ipots 
of wood, and-prettily varied with feoufes, without being To crowded as to take off the 
rural effe£t* The feene is not only beautiful in thefe common circumftances which 
form a landscape, but is alive with the chearfulnefs of fhips and boats perpetually 
moving. Upon the whole, it is one of the mo ft luxuriant profpefis I have any where 
feen* Leaving the orchard, pafs on the brow of a hill which forms the batik of the 
river of Gian mire, commanding the oppofite woods of Lota in all their beauty. Rife to 
the top of the high hill which joins the deer-park, and exhibits a feene equally extenfwe 
and beautiful ; you look down on a vale which winds almoft around at your feet, finifh- 
ing to the deft in Cork river, which here takes the appearance of a lake, bounded by 
wood and hills, and funk in the bottom of a vale, in a ft v ie which painting cannot 
imitate; the oppofite hills of Lota, wood, and lawn, feem formed as objects for this 
point of view : at your feet a hill rifes out of the vale, with higher ones around it,, 
the margins fcatrered wood; to the right towards Riveritown, a vale; the whole 
backed by cultivated hills to Kallahaifs field* Milder feenes follow: a bird's-eye 
view of a fmali vale funk at your feet, through which the river flows ; a bridge of fe- 
veral arches unites two parts of a beautiful village, the meadow grounds of which life 
gently, a varied furface of wood and lawn, to the bills of Riveritown, the whole fur- 
rounded by delicious fweeps of cultivated hills. To the left,,a wooded glen rifing from 
the vale to the horizon, the fcen.ry (equeftered, but pleafing ; the oak wood which 
hangs on the deer-park hill, an addition* Down to the brow of the hill, where it hangs 
over the river, a picturesque interefling fpot* The inclofures of the oppofite hank hang 
beautifully to the eye, and the wooded glen winds up the hill* Returning to the houfe 
I was conducted to the hill, where the grounds Hope off to the river of Cork, which, 
opens to view in no; le reaches of a magnitude that fills the eye and the imagination: a 
whole country of a cha rafter truly magnificent, and behind the winding vale which 
leads between a ferles of hills to Glanmire* 
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Pictures at Dunkettle. 

A St Michael &c. the fubieft confuted, by Michael Angelo. A St. Francis on 
wood a large original of Guido. A St. Cecilia, original of Romanelh. An adump- 
Si oftheTrginf byL. Carracci. A quake* meeting, of jabove *. fifty hy 

v„bert Hemikerk. A lea view and rock piece, by Vernet. A imall flagellation, y 

Sebaftian del Piombo. A Madonna and Child, (mail, by Reubens. Ihe uucifixion, 
bebaltian del rtomoo « though the mailer is unknown. An excellent 

at Monte Cavallo, near Naples, by Cioffi of Na- 

JE 0 ^TJl£T^ o( rdn, « the Tribuna in Florence. Another of Venus 

fv v ■ Pnnirl hv Titian at the Palazzo Borgheie in Rome. Another of great merit 

oOhe'Madonna Della Sedia of Raphael, tat AePateeoKtti 

AeWn^* P»£!» Na P les - «“>" [*" Pf ,is r0 >'“ 1 

in Paris and the tliird'in the colleflion of Lord Exeter, lately purthafed at Rome. A 
“ !S’o?Sir Patrick Trent, by Sir P. Lely. An excellent portratc of a perfon un- 

known, by Dahl. 

September 17, to Caftlemartyr, the feat of the Earl of Shannon, one of the mod 
rfifthSted improvers in Ireland, in whom 1 found the moil earned defire to give me 
evawW of information, with a knowledge and ability which enabled him to do t 
moft efKlually. Palled through Middleton, a well-built place, which belongs to the noble 
Lord to whom it gives title. Caftlemartyr is an old We, but much added to by the 
orefent Earl: he has built, befides other rooms, a dining one thirty-two feet long by 
•wenty.two broad, and a drawing one, the belt rooms I have teen in Ireland, a double 
cube of twenty-five feet, being fifty long, twenty-five broad, and twenty-five high. 
The grounds about the houfe are very well laid out; much wood well grown confider. 
able fawns a river made to wind through them in a beautiful manner, an old caftle fo 
pelfealy cirvered with ivy as to be a piaurefque pbjeft A winding walk leads for 
rconfilerable diftance along the banks of this river, and prelents feveral plcafing 

'^From Roftellan to Lota, the feat of Frederick Rogers, Efq. I had before feen it in 
the Soft perfeSkm from the water going from Dunkettle to Cove, and from the 
grounds of Dunkettle. Mrs. Rogers was fo obliging as to fliew me the back grounds, 

which arc admirably wooded, and of a fine varied furtace. 

Got m Corke in the evening, and waited on the Dean, who received me with the meft 

flattering attention. Corke is one of the moil populous places I have ever been m ; it 
was market-day, and I could fcarce drive through the ftreets they were fo amazingly 
thronged • on the other days the number is very great. I fhould fuppofe it mull re. 
femhle a Dutch town, for there are many canals in the ftreets, with quays before Me 
houfes The bell built part is Morrilbn’s Illand, which promites well i he old par t oi 
thetown is very dole and dirty. As to its commerce, the. following particulars 1 owe 
to Robert Gordon, Efq. the fur vey or- general : 

Average of nineteen Tears * Export, ending March 14, 1773. 

, , v - - - - / 64,000 

Hides, at rL each - . . . . A 29 *;„ 00 

Bay and woollen yarn - ^ 
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Brought over - £ 358,0500 

Butter, at 30s. per cwt. from 56s. to 72s. - - 180,000' 

Beef, at 20s. a barrel - - - - - 291,970 

Camblets, ferges, &c. - - - - - 40,000 

Candles - - - - - 34,220 

Soap - - ■ 20,000 

Tallow - - - - - 23 ,ooo 

Herrings, 18 to 35,000!. all their own - - - 21,000 

Glue, 20 to 25,000 - - 22,000 

pork - - - - - - 64,000 

Wool to England - - - - 14,000* 

Small exports, Gottenburgh herrings, horns, hoofs, &c. feather-beds, , 

palliafles, feathers, &c. - 35?°°° 

£ 1,100,190 


Average prices of the nineteen years on the cuftom books. All exports on thofe books 
are rated at the value of the reign of Charles II.; but the imports have always 10 per¬ 
cent on the fworn price added to them. Seventy to eighty fail of Ihips belong to 
Corke. Average of fliips that entered that port in thofe nineteen years, eight hundred 
and feventy two per annum. The number of people at Corke muttered by the clergy 
by hearth-money, and by the number of houfes, payments to minifter, average of the 
three, fixty-feven thoufand fouls, if taken before the 1 ft of September, after that twenty 
thoufand increafed. There are feven hundred coopers in the town. Barrels all of 
oak or beech, all from America: the latter for herrings, now from Gottenburgh 
and Norway. The excife of Corke now no more than in Charles the Second’s reign. 
Ridiculous! 

Cork old duties, in 1751, produced * - £ 62,000 

Now the fame - 140,000 

Bullocks, 16,000 head, 32,000 barrels; 41,000, hogs; 20,000 barrels. Butter,- 
22,000 firkins of half a hundred weight each, both inereafe this year, the whole 
being 

240,000 firkins of butter, 

120,000 barrels beef. 

Export of woollen yam from Corke, 300,000b a year in the Irilh market. No ’woo] 
fmuggled, or at leaft very little. The wool conies to Corke, &c. and is delivered out 
to combers, who make it into balls. Thefe balls are bought up by the French agents 
at a vaft price, and exported ; but even this does not amount to 40,000b a year. 

Prices. 

Beef, 21s. per cwt., never fo high by 2s. 6d.; Pork, 30s., never higher than i Ss. 61 . 
owing to the army demand. Slaughter dung, 8d. for a horfe load. Country labourer, 
6d., about town, -tod. Milk, feven pints a penny. Coals, 3s. Sd. to 5s. a barrel, fix 
of which make a ton. Eggs, four a penny. 

Corke labourers. Cellar ones, twenty thoufand ; have is. id. a day, and as much 
bread, beef, and beer as they can eat and drink, and feven pounds of dials a week 

for 
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for tfielr families. Rent for their ho life, 40s. Mafon and carpenters* labourers iod, 
a day. Sailors now 3I* a month and provifions ; before the American war 28s, For* 
ters and coal-heavers paid by the great. State of the poor people in general incompa¬ 
rably better oS* than they were twenty years ago. There are imported eighteen thou- 
fand barrels annually of Scotch herrings* at iSs. a barrel. The fait for the beef trade 
comes from Lifbon, St. Ube's, &c. The fall for the fill) trade from Rochelle: for 
butter Englifli and Irifin 

Particulara of the woollen fabricks of the county of Cork received from a manufac¬ 
turer, The woollen trade* ferges and eamblets, ratteens, frizes, druggets, and narrow 
cloths* the laft they make to 1 os. and 12s. a yard -; if they might export to 8s, they are 
very clear that they could get a great trade for the woollen manufactures of Corke; the 
wool comes from Galway and Rofcormnon, combed here by combers, who earn 8s, ro 
1 os. a week, into balls of twenty-four ounces, which is fpnn into worfteds of twelve 
Chains to the ball, and exported to Yarmouth for Norwich ; the export price, 30I. a 
pack, to 33I. never before fo high ; average of them 26L to 30I. Some [hey work up 
at home into ferges, fluffs, and eamblets ; the ferges at tack a yard, thirty-four inches 
wide ; the fluffs fix teen inches, at *8d., the eamblets at 9 Jd, to 13d.; the fpinners at 
gd. a ball, one in a week; or a ball and half 1 2d. a week, and attend the family be¬ 
tides ; this is done mod in Waterford and Kerry, particularly near KiHarney ; the 
weavers earn is. a day on an average. Full three-founhs of the wool is exported in 
yarn, and only one-fourth worth worked up. Half the wool of Ireland is combed 
In the county of Corke. 

A very great manufacture of ratteens at Carrie-on-fure, the bay worfted is for ferges, 
fliallaons, Si c. Woollen yarn for coarfe cloths, which latter have been loft for fume 
years, owing to the high price of wool. The bay export has declined, fmee ijjo?. 
which declenfion is owing to the high price of wool* 

No woo! finuggled, not even from Kerry, not a floop*s cargo irr twenty years, the 
price too high ; the declenfion has been confiderable. For every eighty-fix packs that 
are exported, a licence from the Lord Lieutenant, for which 20L is paid. 

From the ad of the laft feflions of threat Britain for exporting woollen goods for 
the troops in the pay of Ireland, Mr, Abraham Lane,, of Corke, eftablifhed a new 111 a- 
nufadure of army cloathing for that purpofe, which is the firft at Corke, and pays 40k 
a week in labour only. Upon the whole there has been no increafe of woollen manu- 
fadure within twenty years. Is clearly of opinion that many fabricks might be worked 
up here much cheaper than in France, of cloths that the French have beat the Englifli 
out of; thefe are, particularly, broadcloths of one yard and half-yard wide, from 3s. 
to 6$. 6d. a yard for the Levant trade. Frizes which are now fupplied from Carcaf- 
Tone in Languedoc. Frizes, of twenty-four to twqnty-feven inches, at tod. to i ^d.^a 
yard. Flannels, twenty-feven to thirty-fix, From yd. 10 146. Serges of twenty- fovea 
to thirty-fix inches, at yd. to isd. a yard ; thefe would work up the coarfe wool. 
At BaHynafloe fair, in'July, 200,000!. a year bought in wool. There is a nunufadory 
of kmtdlocking by the common women about Cork, for eight or ten miles around ; 
the yarn from nd. to i8d. a pair, and the worfted, from i6d. to 2pd. and earn from 
i 2d. to 18th a week, Befides their own confumprion, great quantities are feat to the 
north of Ireland. 

AH the weavers in the country are confined to towns, have no land, but final! gar¬ 
dens, Bandle or narrow linen, for home confumption, is made in the weftern part of 
the county. Generally ipeaking, the circumftances of all the manufacturing poor are 
better than they were twenty years ago. The manufactures have not declined* though 

the 
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the exportation has, owing to the increafed home confumptions. Bandon was once the 
the feat of the ftuff,'camblet, and ffiag inanufatture, but has m feven years declined above 
three-fourths. Have changed it for the manutafture of coarle green hnens, lor the 
London market, from 6d. to 9 d. a yard, twenty feven inches wide ; but the number of 

manufa&uresin general much leffened. . ... , 

Rode to the mouth of Cork harbour; the grounds about it are all fine, bold, and 
varied, but fo bare of trees, that there is not a fingle view but what pains one in the 
want of wood. Rents of the traft feuth of the river Caragohne, from «. to 30s. ave¬ 
rage, i os. Not one man in five has a cow, but generally from one to four acres, upon- 
which they have potatoes, and five or fix fheep, which they nnlk, and fpm their wool. 
Labour 3 d. in winter, 6d. infiimmer; many of them for three months m the year live 
on potatoes and water, the reft of it they have a good deal of fife- But it is remarked, 
at Kinfale, that when fprats are moft plentiful, difeafes are mol common. Ren 01 
mere cabin 10s. Much paring and burning; paring twenty-eight men a day, fow wheat 
on it and then potatoes; get great crops. 1 he foil a ibarp ftoney land , no e- 
ftone fouth of the above river. Manure for potatoes, with lea weed for 26s., which 
gives good crops, but lafts only one year. Sea land much u ted, no fliells in it. I arms 
rife to two or three hundred acres, but are hired in partneifnip. 

Before I quit the environs of Cork, I muft remark, that the country on the harbour, 
I think preferable, in many refpeQs for a refidence, to any thing 1 have feen in Ireland. 
Firft, it is the moft foutherly part of the kingdom. Second, there are very grea cau- 
ties of profpeft. Third, by much the moft animated, buly icene of (hipping in al Ire¬ 
land, and confequently, fourth, a ready price for every product Fifth, gieat plenty of 
excellent fifh and wild fowl. Sixth, the neighbourhood of a great city for objefts of 

' C ° September 2 C. Took the road to Nedeen, through the wildeft region of mountains 
that I remember to have fee.. ; it is a dreary, but an interdling road. I he various 
horrid- grotefque, and unufual forms in which the mountains rife, and the roc s b g , 
the immenfe height of feme diftant heads, which rear above all the nearer fcenes, e 
torrents roaring in the vales, and breaking down the mountain fides, with here an 
a wretched cabin, and a fpot of culture yielding furprife to find human beings the inha¬ 
bitants of fuch a fcene of wildnefs, altogether keep the traveller s mind m an agitation 
and fufpence. Thefe rocks and mountains are many of them no other wife improveable 
than by planting, for which, however, they are exceedingly we 1 adapted. 

Sir John C.olthurft was fo obliging as to fend half a dozen labourers with me, to help 
my chaife up a mountain fide, of which he gave a formidable account: in truth it deferve 
it. The road leads directly againft a mountain ridge, and thole who made it were Jo incre- 
diblv ftupid, that they kept the ftrait line up the hill, indead of turning aliue to the right, 
to wind around a pr%&km of it. The path of the road is worn by torrents into a 
channel, which is blocked up in places by huge fragments, fo that if.won d be a horrid 
road on a level ; but on a hill fo fteep, that the beft path would be difficult to akend, it 
may be fuppofed terrible: the labourers, two paffing ftrangers, and my fervaut, cou 
with difficulty get the chaife up. It is much to be regretted that the dire&nm 0 e 
road is not changed, as all the reft from Cork to Nedeen is good enough For a few 
miles towards the latter place the country is fiat on the river kenmare, much of it good, 
and under grafs or corn. l 5 affed Mr. Orpine’s at Ardtilly, and another of the lame 

name at Killowen. . „ • 

Needen is a little town, very well fituated, on the noble river kenmai e, w ei e ups 
of one hundred and fifty tons may come up; there are but three or lour goo 
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in that country, which belongs toi . | “ P ..reateft part of the barony of Glan- 

dred and fifty thoufand Inih “res m er y The coim try is all a region of 

rought belongs to him, mo j river^; the mountains to the fouth come 

mountains, inclbfed by a vale of flat land on ^ k Ardee> a fc r rn of 

to the water’s edge, withoutt few va the P flat land is one-half to three quarters 

■ Lord Shelburne s: to the no - 1 ‘ f ’ u reac ^ t0 Bear-haven, and thole to the 

of a mile broad. The mountains to the fouth reach » ^ ^ all are 

north to Dingle-bay ; the foil is ex reme ‘ Y ’ To the north there is a flip of 
fand ftones, and the hills loam, ftone, - g fu£ m ; les ea [j- Q f Nedeen, and 

lime-flone land, from Kfigaryonto a " ^ a mi j e broad, the reft including the 

three to the weft, but is not more i - 1; . aifHcuh to tell what they are; for 

mountains all land ftone* As to its re s, - 2i ne ves to the plough laud ; but the 

land is let by the plough land an' g“j« » t £ * f or no two plough lands are the 

£2 d ^" ™ is iSSTSS SP-- - 

go with cabins, and tome farms Ihad any where feen ; a region 

Soon entered the wildtft and m T teri lld j es till I came in view 

offtee,, ‘“ k t^2“ 8 2o3hi«“tot'ly wild in this ftnpendous feenery, formed 

air, but parts of it aie III iking, y mtu t mg , a mountain-ftreain tumbles 

ofagreai t^ble torrents, pouring from clefts 

along the roughen b-d imaginam , nreams are feen, and me roar of 

half overhung with_ ftu uhby wood ; amz bnmenfe fragments, torn from the pre- 

others heard, but hid by valt mafles ^ fhe wildeft C0I1 f u f 10 n, and feem to hang 

cipices by Harms and torrents, .1 <- ■ * _ (ome 0 f t j ie f e fragments of rock, 

rather than reft upon projecting piecipic^. P w hich thev lie, are beds of black 
perfe&ly detached from •*<*.«*£ ^ Spired very cnrioul to me, having no 
tnri, with luxuriant crops oi h,Jdh. <- • • ^ mou „tains, much higher than any 

where feen the like; and 1 obk J « beared fpaces of good grafs among 

ff “ moun “ ins 

were not incapable thehke o ? f Kdlarney at a considerable- 

l roni one of thefe heights, ole- _ j a view Q f a f m -all part of the up-. 

diftance, and backward to the river e |\, r rounded by the moft tremendous moun- 
per lake, fpotted with fevemi .Hands, and^ rurround^me ^ ^ ^ rf ^ 

tains that can be imagined, oUnaqxc^ Kd birney; from an elevated 

magnificence, 1 broke at one p ■ of the lake, which gavqme afpeci- 

pointer view l looked down on a “^“'u^mlnd (which, however, is only a 
men of wmtt I might expect. vo or y ihree m il es round ; to the left it is mclofed 

part of the lake) appeal, a baft . . r . bv ,| le -p ur k, whofe outline is uncoin- 

by the mountains you have P 1 e P ( J t f ; the mavniftcebt Qtore in the 

monly noble and J, nos a ™f 2n«v of cultivated hills, and Lord kenmare s 

i A ^ ^ the «-* -f 
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on whofe fide the road leads* From hence I looked down on a pretty range of inclo- 
fores on the lake, and the woods anti lawns of Mucmfs, forming a large promontory of 
thick wood, {hooting far into the lake. The mo ft active fancy can. {ketch nothing in 
addition* Iflands of wood beyond feem to join it, and reaches of the lake, breaking 
partly between, give the moft lively intermixture of water: fix or feven idles and 
iflats form an accompaniment, fome are rocky, but with a flight vegetation, others con¬ 
tain grqups of trees, and the whole thrown into forms, which would furnifh new ideas 
to a painter. Farther is a chain of wooded iflands, which alfo appear to join the main¬ 
land, with an offspring of leffer ones fcattered around. 

Arrived at Mr* Herbert’s at Mucvufs, to whofe friendly attention I owed my fuc- 
ceeding pleafiSre. There have been fo many descriptions of Kiliarney written by gen- 
i!.r n who have re Tided fome time there, and feen it at every feafon, that for a pa Sing 
traveller to attempt the like, would be in vain ; for this reafon I fhall give the mere 
journal of the remarks 1 made on the fpot, in the order I viewed the lake. 

September 27, walked into Mr* Herbert’s beautiful grounds, to Grach's hill, in the 
lawn that he has cleared from that profufion of (tones which lie under the wall; the 
icene which this point commands is truly delicious j the houfe is on the edge of the 
lawn, by a wood which cavers rhe whole pemiifula, fringes the flope at your feet, and 
forms a beautiful fit ore to the lake. To mis and Glena are vaft mountainous maffes of 
incredible magnificence, the outline foft and eafy in its fwelts, whereas thofe above the 
eagle’s neft are of fo broken and abrupt an outline, that nothing can be imagined more 
favage, an afpecl horrid and fublime, that gives all the imprefftons to be wifihed to 
aflonifii rather than pi cafe the mind* The Turk exhibits noble features, and Manger- 
ton’s huge body rifes above the whole. The cultivated trails towards Kiliarney, form 
a (bore in contraft to the terrific feenes I have juft mentioned ; the diftant boundary of 
the lake, a vaft ridge of diftant blue mountains towards Dingle. From hence entered 
the garden, and viewed Mucvufs abbey-, one of the moft interefting feenes I ever faw ; 
iris the ruin of a confiderablc abbey, built in Henry the Vlth's time, and fo entire, that 
if it were more fo, though the building would be more perfect, the ruin would be left 
pieafing ; it is half obfeured in the fliade of fame venerable afli trees ; ivy has given the 
piflurefqtte drcumftance, which that plant alone can confer, while the broken walls and 
ruined turrets throw over it 

The la El mournful graces of decay % 

heaps of feulls and bones fcattered about, with nettles, briars, and weeds fproufing in 
tufts from the loofe Hones, all unite to raife thofe melancholy irnpreflions, which are the 
merit of fuch feenes, and which can fcarceiy any where be felt more completely. The 
ctoifters form a difmai area, in the center of which grows the moft prodigious yew tree 
I ever beheld, in one great flcm, two feet diameter, and fourteen feet high, from whence 
a vafL head of brandies fpreads on every fide, fo as to perform a perfect canopy to the 
whole fpace ^ I looked for its fit inhabitant, it is a fpot where 

The moping pwtdoth lo the moon complain. 

This ruin is in the true ftile in which all fuch buildings fliould appear ; there is not an 
intruding drcumftance, the hand of drefs has not touched it, melancholy is theimprefl 
fion which fuch feenes fhould kindle, and it is here raifed moft powerfully. 

From the abbey we paffed to the terrace, a natural one of grafs, on the very ftore of 
the lake; it is irregular and winding ; a wall of rocks broken into fimtaftic forms by 
the waves : on the other fide a wood, confiding of all forts of plants, which the climate 
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tan protect, and through which a variety of walks are traced. 1 he view from this terrace 
confifts of many partsof various characters, but in their different ftiles complete ; the lake 
opens a fpreading fheet of water, fpotted by rocks and iflands, alt but one or two wooded, 
the outlines of them are lharp and dillincl j nothing can be more fmiling than this 
feene, foft and mild, a perfea contrafl of beauty to the fublimity of the mountains 
which form the thore - thefe rife in anoutlitie, lo varied, and at the fame time to mag¬ 
nificent, that nothing greater can be imagined ; Tomys and Glena exhibit an immenfity 
in point of magnitude, but from a large hanging wood on the flope, and from the 
fmoothnefs of the general furface, it has nothing favage, whereas the mountains above 
and near the eagle's neft are of the moll broken outlines j the declivities aie bulging 
rocks, of immenfe fize, which feem to impend in horrid forms over the lake, and where 
an opening among them is caught, others of the fame rude charafclei rear theii threat¬ 
ening heads. From different parts of the terrace thefe feenes are viewed in numberlefs 

varieties. . * 

Returned to breakfaft, and purfued Mr. Herbert’s new rqad, which he has traced 
through the peninfula to Dynis ifland, three miles in length j and it is carried in fo judi¬ 
cious a manner through a great variety of ground, rocky woods, lawns, &c. that nothing 
■can be more pleafing ; it paffes through a remarkable feene of rocks, which are covered 
with woods j from thence to the marble quarry, which Mr. Herbert lS^woiking , and 
where he gains variety of marbles, green, red, white, and brown, prettily veined j the 
quarry is a Ihore of rocks, which furround a bay of the lake, and forms a feene, confifting 
of but few parts, but thole ftrongly marked ; the rocks are bold, and broken into flight 
caverns; they are fringed with Icattered trees, and from many parts of them wood 
■fhoots in that romantic manner, fo-common at Killarney. hull in front, Turk moun¬ 
tain rifes with the proudeft outline, in that abrupt magnificence which fills up the whole 
ipace before one, and clafes the feene. 

The road leads by a place where copper-mines were worked ; many fhafts appear ; 
ns much ore was railed as fold for twenty-five thoufand pounds, but thewoiks were laid 
afide, more from ignorance in the workmen, than any defects in the mine. 

Came to the opening on the great lake, which appears to advantage here, the town 
of Killarney on the north-eaft fliore. Look full on the mountain Glena, which rifes in 
very bold manner, the hanging woods fpread half way, and are of great extent, and un¬ 
commonly beautiful. Two very pleafing feenes fucceed,that to the left is a fmall bay, 
hemmed in by a neck cff land in front; the immediate fhore rocks, which are in a pic- 
turefque ftile, and crowned entirely with arbutus, and other wood j a pretty retired 
feene, where a variety of objetts give no fatigue to the eye. The other is an admirable 
■mixture of the beautiful and fublime: a bare rock, of an alrnoft regular figure, projects 
from a headland into the lake, which, with much wood and highland,?forms one fide of 
the feene, the other is wood from a rifing ground only, the lake open between, in a 
fheet of no great extent, but in front is the hanging wood of Glena, which appears in 

full glory. _ . 

Mr. Herbert has built a handfome Gothic bridge, to unite the peninfula to the ifland 
of Brickeen, through the arch of which the waters of the north and fouth lake flow. It 
is a fpan of twenty-feven feet, and feventeen high, and over it the road leads to that ifland. 
From iherice to Brickeen nearly finilhed, and it is to be thrown acrofs a bottom into 
Dynifs. 

Returned by the northern path through a thick wootl for fame diftance, and caught 
a very agreeable view of Afli Ifland, feen through an opening, inclofed on both Tides 
■with wood. Purfued the wav from thefe grounds to Keel beg, and viewed the bay of 
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the Devil’s Ifland, which is a beautiful one, inclofed by a fhore, to the right of very noble 
rocks in ledges and other forms, crowned in a finking manner with wood; a little 
rocky iflet riles in front; to the left the water opens, and Turk mountain rifes with that 
proud fuperiority which attends him in all thefe fcenes. 

The view of the promontory of Dindog, near this place, clofes this part of the lake, 
and is indeed Angularly beautiful. It is a large rock, which fhoots far into the water, 
of a height fufficient to be interefting, in full relief, fringed with a fcanty vegetation ; the 
fhore on which you Hand bending to the right, as if to meet that rock, prefents a circu¬ 
lar fhade of dark wood : Turk ftill the back ground, in a character of great fublimity, 
and Mangerton’s loftier fummit, but Iefs interelling outline, a part of the fcenerv. 
T hefe views, with others of lefs moment, are conne&ed by a fucceifion of lawns break¬ 
ing among the wood, pleafing the eye with lively verdure, and relieving it from the fa¬ 
tigue of the ftupendous mountain fcenes. 

September 28. look boat on the lake, from the promontory of Dindog before-men¬ 
tioned. I had been under a million of apprehenfions that I fliould fee no more of Kil- 
larney ; for it blew a furious ftorm all night, and in the morning the bofbin of the lake 
heaved with agitation, exhibiting few marks but thofe of anger. After breakfafl it 
cleared up, the clouds difperfed by degrees, the waves fubfided, the fun fhone out in all 
its fplendor; every icene was gay, and no ideas but pleafure poffeffed the bread. With 
thefe emotions Tallied forth, nor did they difappoint us. 

Rowed under the rocky fhore of Dindog, which is romantic to a great degree. The 
bafe, by the beating of the waves, is worn into caverns, fo that the heads of the rocks 
project confiderably beyond the bafe, and hang over in a manner which makes every 
part of it interefting. Following the coaft, open marble quarry bay, the fhore great 
fragments of rock tumbled about in the wildeit manner. 

The ifland of rocks againft the copper-mine fhore, a remarkable group. The fhore 
near Cafemilan is of a different nature ; it is wood in forne places, in unbroken maffes 
down to the water’s edge, in others divided from it by fmaller tracts of rock. Come 
to a beautiful land-locked bay, furrounded by a woody fhore, which, opening in places, 
fhews other woods more retired. Tomys is here viewed in a unity of form, which 
gives it an air of great magnificence. Turk was obfcured by the fun fiiining immedi. 
ately above him, and cafting a ftream of burning light on the water, difplayed°an effedt, 
to defcribe which the pencil of a Claude alone would be equal. Turn out of the bay, 
and gain a full view of the Eagle’s Neft, the mountains above it, and Glena, they form 
a periect contrail, the firft are rugged, but Glena mild. Here the fhore is a continued 
wood. 

Pafs the bridge, and crofs to Dynifs, an ifland Mr. Herbert has improved in the moft 
agreeable manner, by cutting walks through it, that command a variety of views. One of 
thefe paths on the banks of the channel to the upper lake, is fketched 'with great tafle 5 
it is on one fide walled with natural rocks, from the clefts of which fhootathoufand fine 
arbutus’s, that hang in a rich foliage of flowers and fcarlet berries; a turf bench in a 
delicious fpot; the feene dole and fequeftered, juft enough to give every pleafing idea 
annexed to retirement. 

Palling the bridge, by a rapid ftream, came prefently to the Eagle’s Neft : having 
viewed this rock from places where it appears only a part of an objecT much greater 
than itfelf, I had conceived an idea that it did not deferve the applaufe given it, but upon 
coming near, I was much furprized; the approach is wonderfully fine, the river leads 
direftly to its foot, and does not give the turn till immediately under, by which means 
the view is much more grand than it could other wife bej it is nearly perpendicular, 
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and rifes in foch full majefty, with fo bold an outline, and fuch projecting ratifies in its 
centre, that the magnificence of the object is complete. r ihe lower part is covered 
with wood, and fcattered trees climb almoft to the top, which (if trees can ^ be atnifs in 
Ireland) rather weaken the impreffion raifed by this noble rock; this part is a hanging 
wood, or an objed whofe character is perfeS beauty; but the upper feene, the broken 
outline, rugged fides, and bulging malfes, all are fublime, and fo powerful, that lubli- 
mity is the general impreffion of the whole, by overpowering tne idea ot beauty railed 
by the wood. This immenfe height of the mountains of Killarney may be eftimated by 
this rock; from any diftant place that commands it, it appears the loweft crag ol a vail 
chain, and of no account; but on a clofe approach it is found to command a very dif¬ 
ferent refpeft. _ • 

Pafs between the mountains called the Great Range, towards the upper lake. Here 
Turk, which hasfo long appeared with a figure perfeaiy interefting, is become, from 
a different pofition, un unmeaning lump. The reft of the mountains, as you pafs, al- 
fume a varied appearance, and are of a prodigious magnitude. 1 he fcenery in this 
channel is great and wild in all its features ; wood is very fcarce; vaft rocks feem 
toffed in confuiion through the narrow vale, which is opened among the mountains for 
the river to pafs. Its banks are rocks in an hundred forms; the mountain fides are 
every where fcattered with them. There is not a ch'cuniftunce but is in uiiilon with the 
wild grandeur of the feene. 

Coleman's Eye, a narrow pafs, opens a different fcenery. Came to a region in which- 
the beautiful and the great are mixed without offence. The iflands are moll of them 
thickly wooded ; Oak ifle in particular rifes on a pretty bate, and is a moll beautiful 
object: MacGilly Cuddy’s reeks, with their broken points; Baum, with his perfect 
cone ; the Purple mountain, with his broad and more regular head ; and Turk, having 
affumed anew and more interefting afpeCt, unite with the Oppofite hills, part of which 
have fome wood left on them, to form a feene uncommonly linking. Here you look 
back on a very peculiar fpot; it is a parcel of rocks which crofs the lake, and form a 
gap that opens to diftant water, the whole backed by Turk, in a ftile of the highell 
grandeur. 

Come to Derry Currily, which is a great fweep of mountain, covered partly with 
wood, hanging in a very noble manner, but part cut down, much of it mangled, and 
the reft inhabited by coopers, boat-builders, carpenters, and turners, a facrilegious tribe, 
who have turned the Dryades from their ancient habitations. The cafcade here is a 
fine one; but paffed quickly from hence to feenes unmixed with pain. 

Row to the clutter of the Seven Hlaitds, a little archipelago ; they rife very boldly 
from the water upon rocky bafes, and are crowned in the moft beautiful manner with 
wood, among which are a number of arbutus’s; the channels among them opening to 
new feenes, and the great amphitheatre of rock and mountain that furround them, unite 
to form a noble view. 

Into the river, at the very end of the lake, which winds towards Mac Gilly Cuddy’s 
Reeks in fanciful meanders. 

Returned by acourfe fomewhat different, through the Seven Iflands, and back to the 
Eagle’s Nett, viewing the feenes already mentioned in new ppfitfbhs. At that noble 
rock fired three cannon for the echo, which indeed is prodigious ; the report does not 
confift of direct reverberations from one rock to another with a paui'e between, but has 
an exafl refemblance to a peal of thunder rattling behind the rock, as if travelling the 
whole fcenery we had viewed and loft in. the immenfiry of Mac Gilly Gjiddy’s Reeks. * 
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Returning through the bridge, turn to the left round Dynils ifland, under the woods 
ofGIena; open on the cultivated country beyond the town of KiHarney, and comc- 
gradually in fight of Innisfallen and Rofs Ifland. 

Pafs near to the wood of Glena, which here takes the appearance of one immenfe 
fweep hanging in the moft beautiful manner imaginable, on the fide of a vaft mountain 
to a point, fhooting into the great lake. A more glorious fcene is not to be imagined. 
It is one deep mafs of wood, compofed of the richeft fhades perfectly dipping in the 
water, without rock or ftrand appearing, not a break in the whole. The eye paffing 
upon the fheet of liquid filver fome diftance, to meet fo entire a fweep of every tint that 
can compofe one vaft mafs of green, hanging to fuch an extent as to fill not only the 
eye but the imagination, unites in the whole to form the moft noble fcene that is any 
where to be beheld. 

Turn under the north fhore of Mucrufs; the lake here is one great expanfe of wa¬ 
ter, bounded by the woods deferibed, the ifiunds of Innisfallen, Rofs, &c. and the penin~ 
fula. 1 he fhore of Mucrufs has a great variety ; it is in fome places rocky, huge maffes 
tumbled from their bafe lie beneath, as in a chaos of ruin. Great caverns worn under 
them in a variety of ftrange forms; or elfe covered with woods of a variety of fliades. 
Meet the point of Ardnagluggen (in Englifh where the water dafhes on the rocks) and 
come under Ornefcope, a rocky headland of a moft bold proje&ion hanging many yards* 
over its bafe, with an old weather-beaten yew growing from a little bracket of rock, 
from which the fpot is called Ornefcope, or yew broom. 

Mucriis gardens prefently open among the woods, and relieve the eye, al mo ft fa¬ 
tigued with the immenfe objefts upon which it has fo long gazed; thefe fofter. fcenesof 
lawn gently {welling among the Ihrubsand trees, finifhed the fecond day. 

September 29, rode after breakfaft to Mangerton Cafcade and Drumarourk Hill^ 
from which the view of Mucrufs is uncommonly pleafing. 

Pafs the other hill, the view of which 1 deferibed the 27th, and went to Colonel 
Huffy’s monument, from whence the fcene is different from the reft ; the fore ground 
is a gentle hill, interlefted by hedges, forming feveral finall lawns. There are fome? 
fcattered trees and houfes, with Mucrufs abbey half obfeured by wood, the whole 
chearful and backed by Turk. The lake is of a triangular form, Rofs ifland and Innis- 
fallcn its limits, the woods of Mucrufs and the iHands take a new pofition. 

Returning, took a boat again towards Ro/s ifle, and as Mucruls- retires from us,' 
nothing can be more beautiful than the fpots of lawn in the terrace opening in the wood; 
above it the green bills with clumps, and the whole finilhing in the noble group of wood 
about the abbey,, wliich here appears a deep (hade, and fo fine a fmifliing one, that not 
a tree ihould be touched. Rowed to the eaft point of Rols, which is well wooded, 
turn to the fouth coaft. Doubling the point, the moft beautiful fbore of that ifland 
appears; it is the well-wooded environs of a bay, except a fmall opening to the callle; 
the woods are in deep fhades, and rile on the regular flopes of a high range of rocky 
coaft. lhe part in front of Filekilly point rifes in the middle, and finks towards each 
end. The woods of Tomys here appear uncommonly fine. Open Innisfallen, which 
is compofed at this diftance of the moft various fhades,. within a broken, outline, entirely 
different from the other iflands, groups of different maffes rifing in irregular tufts, and 
joined by lower trees. No pencil could mix a happier affemblage. Land near a mife- 
rable room, where travellers dine—Of the ifle of Innisfallen, it is paying no great com¬ 
pliment to fay, it is the moft beautiful in the King’s dominions, and perhaps in Europe. 
It contains twenty acres of land, and has every variety that the range of beauty, un¬ 
mixed 
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mixed with the AibHuie, can give, The general feature is that of wood ; the furface 
undulates into fwelling hills, and finks into little vales; the Hopes are in every direction, 
the declivities die gently away, forming thofe flight inequalities which are the greatelL 
beauty of dreffed grounds. The little vailies let in views of the furrounding lake be¬ 
tween the hills, while the fwells break the regular outlinb of the water, and give to the‘ 
whole an agreeable confufion. The wood has all the variety into which nature has’ 
thrown the furface; in fome parts it is fo thick as to appear impenetrable, and fecludes- 
all farther view; in others, it breaks into tufts of tall timber, under which cattle feed. 
Here they open, as if to offer to the fpeftator the view of the naked lawn; in others’ 
clofe, as if purpofely to forbid a more prying examination. Trees of large fize, and 
commanding figure, form in fome places natural arches; the ivy mixing with the- 
branches, and hanging acrofs in feftoons of foliage, while on one fide the lake glitters 
among the trees, and on the other a thick gloom dwells in the recrffes of the wood. 
The figure of the ifhmd renders one part a beautiful object to another; for the coafl 
being broken and indented, forms bays iurrounded either with rock or wood : flight 
promontories flioot into the lake, whofe rocky edges are crowned with wood. Thefe 
are the great features of Innisfallen; the flightei- touches are full of beauties eafily ima¬ 
gined by the reader. Every cir cum fiance of the wood, the water, the rocks, and lawn, 
are chara&erUltc, and have a beauty in the affemblage from mere difpofition. 1 muft' 
however obferve, that this delicious retreat is not kept as one could wifh. 

Scenes that are great and commanding, from magnitude or wildnefs, ffiouid never be 
dreffed ; the rugged, and even the horrible, may add to the effect upon the mind : but 
in fuch as Innisfallen, a degree of drefs, that is, cleanlinefs, is even neceffary to beauty. 

I have fpoken of lawn, but I fhould obferve, that expreffion indicates what it ought to 
be, rather than what it is It is very rich grafs, poached by oxen and cows, the only 
inhabitants of the iflaud. No fpeftator of tafte but will regret the open grounds not 
being drained with hollow cuts; the ruggednefs of the furface levelled, and the grafs 
kept clofe ihaven by many flieep inllead of beafts. The bufhea and briars, where they 
have encroached on What ought to be lawn, cleared away ; fome parts- of the ifle more 
opened ; in a word, no ornaments given, for the fcene wants them not, but ahffructions 
cleared, ruggednefs finoothed, and the whole cleaned. This is what ought to be done ; 
as to what might be made of the ifland, if its noble proprietor (Lord ivenmare) had an 
inclination, it admits of being converted into a terre(trial paradife, Iawning with the in¬ 
termixture of other flirubs and wood, and a. little drefs, would make it an example of 
what ornamented grounds might be, but which not one in a thoufand is. Take the 
ifland, however, as it is, with its few imperfections, and where are we to find fuch 
another? What a delicious retreat! an emperor could not beftow fuch an one as Innis¬ 
fallen ; with a cottage, a few cows, and a i'warm of poultry, is it poflible that happiiiefs 
fhould refute to be a gueft here ? 

Row to Rofs Caflle, in order to coaft that ifland; there is nothing peculiarly ftriking 
in it; return the fame way around Innisfallen: in this little voyage the Ihore of Rofs is • 
one of the molt beautiful of the wooded ones in the lake; it feems to unite with lnnis- • 
fidlen, and projects into the water in thick woods one beyond another. In the middle 
of the channel a large rock, and from the other ihore a-little promontory of a few feat- - 
tered trees ; the whole fcene pleafmg- 

The ihore of Innisfallen has much variety, but in general it is woody, and of the beau¬ 
tiful character which predominates in that ifland ; one bay, at taking leave of it, is ex¬ 
ceedingly pretty, it is a femicircular one, and in the centre there is a projecting knoleof 
wood within .a bay; this is uncommon, and has an agreeable effect, 
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The near approach to Tomys exhibits 3 fweep of wood, fo great in extent, and fo 
rich in foliage, that no perfon can fee without admiring it. The mountainous part 
above is foon excluded by the approach; wood alone is feen, and that in fuch a noble 
range, as to be greatly finking; it juft hollows into a bay, and in the centre of it is a 
chafm in the wood ; this is a bed of a confiderable ft ream, which forms O'Suliivan’s 
cafcade. to which all ftrangers are conducted, as one of the principal beauties of Killar- 
ney. Landed to the right of it, and walked under the thick fhade of the wood, over a 
rocky declivity, clofe to the torrent ftream, which breaks inipetuoufly from rock to rock, 
with a roar that kindles expectation. The picture in your fancy will not exceed the 
reality; a great ftream burlts from the deep bofom of a wooded glen, hollowed into a 
retired recefs of rocks and trees, itfel a moft pleafing and romantic fpot, were there 
not a drop of water: the ftrft fall is man? feet perpendicularly over a rock, to the eye 
it immediately makes another, the baton ato which it pours being concealed; from 
this bafon it forces itfelf impetuoufly between two rocks: this fecond fall is alfo of a 
confiderable height; but the lower one, the third, is the moft confiderable, it iflues in 
the fame manner from a bafon hid from the point of view. Thefe bafons being large, 
there appears a fpace of feveral yards between each fall, which adds much to the pictu- 
refque fcenery ; the whole is within an arch of wood, that hangs over it; the quantity 
of water is fo confiderable as to make an a 1 mo ft deafening noife, and uniting with the 
torrent below, where the fragments of rock are large and numerous, throw an air of 
grandeur over the whole. It is about feventy feet high. Coaft from hence the woody 
lliores of Tomys and Glena, they are upon the whole much the moft beautiful ones I 
have any where feen ; Glena woods having more oak, and fome arbutus’s, are the 
i'mer and deeper fliades ; Tomys has a great quantity of birch, whofe foliage is not fo 
luxuriant. The reader may figure to himfelf what thefe woods are, when he is in¬ 
formed that they fill an unbroken extent of fix miles in length, and from half a mile to a 
mile and a half in breadth, all hanging on the Ikies of two valt mountains, and coming 
down with a full robe of rich luxuriance to the very water's edge. The acclivity of 
thefe hills is fuch, that every tree appears full to the eye. The variety of the ground 
is great; in fome places great fwells in the mountain fide, with correfponding hollow's, 
prefen t concave and convex maffes; in others, confiderable ridges of land and rock 
rife from the fw eep, and offer to the aftonifhed eye yet other varieties of fhade. Smaller 
mountains rife regularly from the immenfe bofom of the larger, and hold forth their 
fylvan heads, backed by yet higher woods. To give all the varieties of this immenfe 
fcenery of foreft is impoffible. Above the whole is a prodigious mafs of mountain, of 
a gently fwelling outline and foft appearance, varying as the fun or clouds change their 
pofitton, but never becoming rugged or threatening to the eye. 

The variations are beft feen by rowing near the fliore, when every ftroke of the oar 
gives a new outline, and frefli tints to pleafe the eye: but for one great impreflion, row 
about two miles from the fhore of Glena ; at that diftance the inequalities in the furface 
are no longer feen, but the eye is filled with fo immenfe a range of wood, crowned 
with a mountain in perfeft unifon with itfelf, that objects, whofe character is that of 
beauty, are here, from their magnitude, truly magnificent, and attended with a ntoft 
forcible expreffion.—Returned to Mucruls. 

September 30. This morning I had dedicated to the afcent of Mangerton, but his 
head was fo enfhrouded in clouds, and the weather fo bad, that I was forced to give up 
the fcheme: Mr. Herbert has nw-a hired him with very accurate inftruments, of which 
he has a great cplle&ion, and found his height eight hundred and thirty-five yards above 
the level of the fea. 1 he Devil’s Punch-bowl, from the defeription I had of it, nunc 
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be the crater of an exhaufted volcano; there are many figns of them about Killarney, 
particularly vaft rocks on the tides of mountains, in ftreams, as if they had rolled from 
the top in one direction. Brown (tone rocks are alio fo me times found on lime* quarries, 
toffed thither perhaps in fame vaft eruption. 

In my way from Killarney to Caftlellland rode into Lord Kenmare’s park, from 
whence there is another beautiful view of the lake, different from many of the preced¬ 
ing ; there is a broad margin of cultivated country at your feet, to lead the eye gra¬ 
dually in the lake, which exhibits her iflands to this point more diftin&Iy than to any 
other, and the back grounds of the mountains of Glena and Tomys give a bold relief 

Upon the whole, Killarney, among the Lakes that I have feen, can fcarcely be laid to 
have a rival. The extent of water in Loch Earne is much greater, the iflands more 
numerous, and Lome fcenes near Gallic Caldwell of perhaps as great magnificence. The 
rocks at Kefwiek are more fublime, and other lakes may have circmnftances in which 
they are fuperior ; but when we confider the prodigious woods of Killarney; the im* 
menfity of the mountains ; the uncommon beauty of the promontory of Mucrufs, and 
the ifle of Innisfallen; the character of the iflands ; the lingular circumftance of the 
arbutus, and the uncommon echoes, it will appear, upon the whole, to be in reality fu- 
per 10r to all comparifon. 

Before I quit it I have one other obfervation to make, which is relative to the want 
of accommodations and extravagant expence of ft rangers redding at Killarney. I fpeak 
it not at all feelingly, thanks to Mr. Herbert’s hofpitality, but from the accounts given 
me: the inns are miferable, and the lodgings little better. I am furprifed fomebody 
with a good capital does not procure a large well-built inn, to be erefted on the imme¬ 
diate fhore of the lake, in an agreeable fituation, at a diftance from the town ; there 
are very few places where fuch an one would anfwer better, there ought to be numerous 
and good apartments. A large rendezvous-room for billiards, cards, dancing, mu tic, 
&c. to which the company might refbrt when they chofe it; an ordinary for thofe that 
liked dining in public; boars of all forts, nets for fifliing, and as great a variety of 
amufements as could be colie tied, efpecialiy within doors; for the climate being very 
rainy, travellers wait with great impatience in a dirty common inn, which they would 
not do if they were in the midft of fuch accommodations as they meet with at an Eng- 
lifh Spa. But above all, the prices of every thing, from a room and a dinner to a barge 
and a band of mu tic, to be realbnable, and hung up in every part of the houfe: the 
refort of ftrangers to Killarney would then be much increafed, and their ftay would be 
greatly prolonged; they would not view it poft-hafte, and fiy away the fir ft moment 
to avoid dirt and impofirion, A man with a good capital and fome ingenuity would, [ 
think, make a fortune by fixing here upon fuch principles. 

The flate of the poor in the whole county of Kerry rep refen ted as exceedingly mife¬ 
rable, and owing to the conduct of men of property, who are apt to lay the blame on 
what they call land pirates, or men who offer the higheft rent, and who, in order to 
pay this rent, mult and do re-let all the cabin lands at an extravagant rife, which is 
afligning over all the cabins to be devoured by one farmer. The cottars on a farm 
cannot go from one to another, in order to find a good tnafter, as in England ; for all 
the country is in the fame fyltein, and no .red refs to be found : fuch being the cafe, the 
farmers are enabled to charge the price of labour as low as they pleafe, and rate the 
land as high as they like. This is an evil which oppreffes them cruelly, and certainly 
has its origin in its landlords when they let their farms, fetting all the cabins with them, 
inftead of keeping them tenants to themfelves. The oppreffion is, the farmer valuing 
the labour of the poor at fourpence or fivepence a day, and paying that in land rated 
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much above its value: owing to this the poor are depreffea; they live upon potatoes 
and four milk, and the pooreft of them only fait and water to them, with now and then 
a herring. Their milk is bought; for very few keep cows, fcarce any pigs, but a few 
poultry. Their circum fiances are incomparably wo vie than they were twenty years ago; 
for they had all cows, but then they wore no linen: all now have a little flax. To 
thefe evils have been owing emigrations, which have been confulerablc. 

To the weft of Tralee are the Mahagree iiiands, famous for their corn products; 
they are rock and fand, flocked with rabbits ; near them a fandy trad, twelve miles 
long, and one mile broad, to the north, with the mountains to the fouth, famous for the 
fcefl wheat in Kerry : all under the plough. 

Arriving at Ardfert, Lord Crofby, whofe poll'tenefs I have every reafon to remember, 
was fo obliging as to carry me by one of the fineft ftrands I ever rode upon, to view 
the mouth of the Shaimon-at Ballengary, the feite of an old fort: it is a vaft rock, fe- 
parated from the country by a chafin of prodigious depth, through which the waves 
drive. The rocks of the coaft here are in the boideft ftile, and hollowed by the furious 
Atlantic waves into caverns in which they roar. It was a dead calm, yet the fwell was 
fo heavy, that the great waves rolled in and broke upon "the rocks with fuch violence 
as to rail'd an immenfe foam, and give one an idea of what-a ftorm would be, but fancy 
rarely falls fliort in her pictures. The view of the Shannon is exceedingly noble; it is 
eight miles over, the mouth formed by two headlands of very high and bold clifts, and 
the reach of the river in view very extenfive: it is an immente feenery : perhaps the 
noblefl mouth of a river in Europe. 

Ardfert is very near the fea, fo near it that Angle trees or rows are cut in pieces 
with the wind, yet about Lord Glendour’s houfe there are extenfive plantations ex¬ 
ceedingly flourifliing, many fine alii and beech ; about a beautiful Ciftertian abbey, and 
a filver fir of forty-eight years growth, of an immenfe height and fize. 

Oftober 3, left Ardfert, accompanying Lord Crofby to Liftowel. Called in the Way 
to view Lixnaw, the ancient feat of the Earls of Kerry, but deferted for ten years paft, 
and now p relents fo melancholy a feene of defolation, that it fhocked me to fee it. 
Every thing around lies in ruin, and the houfe itfelf is going fall; oft by thieving depre¬ 
dations of the neighbourhood. I was told a curious anecdote of this eftafe, which 
fhews wonderfully the improvement of Ireland : the prefent Earl of Kerry’s grand¬ 
father, Thomas, agreed to leafe the whole eflate for 1500k a year to a Mr. Coll is for 
ever, but the bargain went off upon a difpute whether the money Ihould be paid at Cork 
or Dublin. Thofe very lands are now let at 20,000k a year. There is yet a good deal 
of wood, particularly a line afh grove, planted by the prefent Earl of Shelburne's 
father. 

Proceeded to Whodford, Robert Fitzgerald’s, Efq,, palling Liftowel bridge, the vale 
leading to it is very fine, the river is broad, thb lands high, and one fide a very extenfive 
hanging wood, opening on thofe of Woodford in a pleafing ftile. 

Woodford is an agreeable feene ; clofe to the houfe is a fine winding river under a 
bank of thick wood, with the view of an old caftle hanging over it. 

In 1765, Mr. Fitzgerald was travelling from Conflantinople to Warfaw, and a wag¬ 
gon with his baggage heavily laden overfet; the country people fianieffed two buffaloes 
by the horns, in order to draw it over, which they did with eafe. In lome veryinftruc- 
tive converfation I had with this gentleman on the fubjedl of his travels, this circum- 
ilancc particularly (truck me. 

October 4, from Woodford to Tarbat, the feat of Edward Leflie, Efq., through a 
country rather dreary, till it came upon Tarbat, which is fo much the contrary that it 
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appeared to the higheft advantage; the houfe is on the edge of a beautiful lawn, with 
a thick margin of full-grown wood* hanging an a fteep bank ^to the Shannon, lb that 
the river is Icon from the houfeover the tops of this wood* which being of a broken in* 
regular outline has an effect very linking and uncommon; the rive* is two or three 
miles broad here, and the oppofite coaft forms a promontory which has from Tarbat ex¬ 
actly the appearance of a large iiland, To the eaft, the river fwells into a triangular 
lake, with a reach opening at the diflant corner of it to Limerick : the union of wood, 
water, and lawn forms upon the whole a very fine Iceue ; the river is very magnifi¬ 
cent, From the hill on the coaft above the iiland, the lawn and wood appear alfo 
to great advantage. , But the fined point of view is from the higher hill on the other 
f^le of the houfe, which looking down on all thefe feenes, they appear as a beautiful 
ornament to the Shannon, which fpreads forth its proud cou-rfe from two to nine miles 
wide, furrounded by highlands; a feenery truly magnificent. 

The ftate of the poor is fomething better than it was twenty years ago, particularly 
their doatbing, cattle, and cabins. They live upon potatoes and milk ; all have cows* 
and when they dry them, buy others. They alfo have butter, and moll of them keep 
pigs, killing them far their own ufe. They have aifo herrings. They are in general in 
die cottar fvfiem, of paying for labour by aflignmg fume land to each cabin, The 
country is greatly more populous than twenty years ago, and is now lDcreafing ; and if 
ev.er fo many cabins were built by a gradual increaie, tenants would be found for them. 
A cabin and five acres of land will let for 4!. a year. The induftrious cottar, with two, 
three, or four acres, would be exceedingly glad to have his time to himfclf, and have 
£uch an annual addition of land as he was able to manage, paying a fair rent for it j 
none would decline it but the idle and worthlefs. 

Tythes are all annually valued by the proftors, and charged very high. There are 
on the Shannon about one hundred boats employed in bringing turf to Limerick from 
the coafl of Kerry and Clare, and infifliing; the former carry from twenty to twenty-five 
tons, the latter from five to ten, and are navigated each by two men and a boy, 

October 5, palled through a very unentertaining country (except for a few miles on 
the bank of the-Stennon) to Altavilla, but Mr. Bateman being from home, I was difap- 
pointed in getting an acount of the palatines fettled in his neigb our hood. Kept the road 
to Adafr, where Mrs. Quin, with a politenefs equalled only by her underflanding, pro* 
Cured me every intelligence I vvifhed for. 

Palatines were fettled here by the late Lord Southwell about feventy years ago. 

They preferve fome of their German cuftoms : fkcp between two beds. They ap¬ 
point a burgomafter, to whom they appeal in cafe of all difputes ; and they yet preferve 
their language, but that is declining. They are very induftrious, and in confequence 
are much happier and better fed, cloathed, and lodged than the Irifh peafants. We 
muff nor, however, conclude from hence that all is owing to this, their being inde¬ 
pendent farmers, -and having ieafes, are circumftanees which will create induftry* 
Their crops are much better than thole of their neighbours. There are three villages 
of them, about feventy families in all. For feme time after they fettled they ted upon 
four crout, but by degrees left it off’, and took £0 potatoes ; but now fubfiff upon them 
and butter and milk, but with a great deal of oat bread, and fome of wheat, fome 
meat and fowls, of which they raif'e many. They have all offices to their houfes, that 
is, ftables and cow-boufes, and a lodge for their ploughs, &c. They keep their cows 
in the houfe in winter, feeding them upon hay and oat ft raw. They are remarkable 
for the goodnefs and cleanlinefs of their houfes. The women are very induftrious, 
reap the corn, plough the ground fometimes, and do whatever work may be going on; 
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they alio fpin, and make their children do the fame. Their wheat is much better than 
any in toe country, infomuch that they get a better price than any body elfe. Their 
industry goes io far, that jocular reports of its excefs are fpread : in a very pioehmg 
teaion, one of them yoked his wife againft a horfe, and went in that manner To work 
and fimlhed a journey at. plough. The induftry of the women is a perfect con- 
trait to the Inin ladies in the cabins, who cannot be perfuaded, on any confidera* 
tion, even to njake hay ; it not being the cuftom of the country; yet they bind 
corn, and do other works more laborious. Mrs. Ouin, who is ever attentive to 
introduce, whatever can contribute to their welfare and happinefs, offered many pre¬ 
miums to induce them to make hay, of hats, cloaks, (lockings, &c. &c. but all 
would not do. 

Few places have fo much wood about them as Adair: Mr. Quin has above one thou¬ 
sand acres 111 his hands, in which a large proportion is under wood. The deer park of 
four hundred acres is almolt full of old oak and very fine thorns, of a great fize; and 
about the houfe, the plantations are very extenfive, of elm and other wood, but that 
thnves better than any other fort. I have no where feen finer than vafl numbers here 
ihere is a fine river runs under the houfe, and within view are no lefs than three ruins 
of Francifcan friaries, two of them remakabiy beautiful, and one has moft of the parts 
perfeCt, except the roof. ^ 

III Mr. Quin’s houfe, there are fome very good pictures, particularly an anundation, 
by Dommicino, which is a beautiful piece. It was brought lately from Italy by Mr, Ouin, 
junior. The colours are rich and mellow, and the hairs of the heads inimitably pteaf- 
ing; the group of angels at the top, to the left of the piece, are very natural. It is a 
piece or great menu The companion is a Magdalen; the expreffion of melancholy, or 
ratner mifery, remarkably ftrong. There is a gloom in the whole in full unifon with the 
lubjeet* i Leie are, befides thefe, fome others inferior, yet of merit, and two very good 
portraits of Lord Dartry, (Mrs. Quin’s brother,) and of Mr. Quin, junior, by Pompeio 
J 5 attom. A piece m an uncommon flyle, done on oak, of Either and Ahafuerus: the 
colours tawdry, but the grouping attitudes and cfleft pleafmg. 

CaiUe Oliver is a place almoft entirely of Mr. Oliver’s creation; from a houfe, fur- 
rounded with cabins and rub bid:, he has fixed it in a fine lawn, lurrounded by good 
wood. |fie park he has very much improved on an excellent plan ; by means of feven 
feet hurdles he fences off part of it that wants to be cleaned or improved, thefe he culti- 
vates, and leaves for grals, and then takes another fpot, which is by much the befl wav 
of doing it. In the park is a glen, an Englifli mile long, winding in a pleafing manner, 
with much wood hanging on the banks. Mr. Oliver has conduced -a dream through 
this vale, and formed many little water-falls in an exceedingly good tafte, chiefly over- 
hung^vith wood, but m fome places open with feveral little nils, trickling over ftones 
down the dopes. A path winds through a large wood and along the brow of the 
gien ; tms path leads to an hermitage, a cave of rock, in a good tafte, and to fome 
benches, from which the views of the water and wood are in the fequeftered flyle they 
ought to be.. One of thefe little views, which catches feveral falls under the arch of 
the bridge, is one of the prettied touches of the kind I have feen. The vale beneath 
the home, when viewed from the higher grounds, is pleafing; it is very well wooded, 
there being many mciofiires, furrounded by pine trees, and a thick fine raafs of wood 
riles from them up the mountain fide, makes a very good figure, and would be better, 

• k- "ki ■ ° IV . ei * , ath , er C . M 11 mto Vlttas for ^looting. Upon the whole, the place 

15 ^ j irn P rove ■» when the mountains are planted^ in which Mr* Oliver is making 
a confiderabie progrefs, it will be magnificent. 
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In the houfe are feveral fine pictures, particularly five pieces by Seb\ Ricci, Venus 
and ./Eneas; Apollo and Pan; Venus and Achilles; and Pyrrhus and Andromache, by 
Lazzerini; and the rape of the Lapithi by the centaurs; the laft is by much the fined - , 
and is a very capital piece; the expreffion is ftrong, the figures are in bold relief, and 
the colouring good. Venus and Achilles is a pleafing picture; the continence of Scipib 
is well grouped, but Scipio, as in every picture’I ever faw of him, has no expreffion. 
Indeed chaltity is in the countenance fo paffme a virtue as not to be at 1 all fuited to the 
genius of painting; the idea is rather that of infipidity, and accordingly Seipio’s expref- 
fion is generally infipid enough, 't wo fine pieces, by Lucca Jordano, Hercules and 
Anteus; Sampfon killing the lion: both dark and horrid, but they are highly finifiled, 
and ftriking. Six heads of old men, by Nagori, excellent; and four young women, in 
the character of the feafons. 

October 9, left Gaftie Oliver. Had I followed my inclination, my flay would have 
been much longer, for I found it equally the refidence of entertainment and inftruc- 
tion. Paded through Julfennan and DuntreLague, in my way to Tipperary. The 
road leads every where oh the fldes of the hills, fo as to give a very diftinft view of the 
lower grounds; the foil all the wav is the fame ion of fandy reddilh loam I have already 
deferibed, incomparable land for tillage: as I advanced it grew fomething lighter, and 
in many places free from gravel. Bullocks the ftockall the wry. Towards Tipperary 
I faw vaft numbers of flieep, and many bullocks. All this line of country is part of the 
famous golden vale. To Thomas-town, where I was fo unfortunate as riot to find Mr. 
Matthew at home; the domain is one tlioufand five hundred Englilh acres, fo well 
planted, that I could hardly believe myfelf in Ireland. There is a hill in the park from 
which the view of it, the country and the Galties, are ftriking. 

October fath, to Lord de Montalt’s, at Dundrum, a place which his Lordfhip has 
ornamented in the modern ftyle of improvement: the houfe was fituated in the mid ft of 
all the regular exertions of the laft age. Parterres, parapets of earth, ftraight walks, 
knots and dipt hedges, all which he has thrown down, with an infinite number of hedges 
and ditches, filled up ponds, &c. and opened one very noble lawn around him, fcattered 
negligently over with trees, and cleared the courfe of a choaked up river, fo that it flows- 
at prefent in a winding courfe through the grounds. 

O&ober 13, leaving Dundrum, paffed through Caihel, where is a rock and ruin on 
it, called the rock of Caihel, fuppofed to be of the remoteft antiquity. Towards Clon- 
inell, the whole way through the fame rich vein of red fandy loam I have fo often men¬ 
tioned : I examined it in feveral fields, and found it to be of an extraordinary fertility, 
and as fine turnip land as ever I law. It is much under flieep; but towards Clonmell 
there is a great deal of tillage. 

The firft view of that town, backed by a high ridge of mountains, with a beautiful 
fpace near it of inclofures, fringed with a fluttering of trees, was very pleafing. It is 
the bell fituated place in the county of Tipperary, on the Sure, which brings up boats 
of ten tons burthen. It appears to be a bufy populous place, yet 1 was told that the 
manufacture of woollens is not confiderable. It is noted for being the birth-place of the 
inimitable Sterne. 

To Sir William Ofborne’s, three miles the other fide Clonmell. From a character fo 
remarkable for intelligence and precifion, 1 could not fail of meeting information of the 
molt valuable kind. This gentlemen has made a mountain improvement which demands 
particular attention, being upon a principle very different from common ones. 

Twelve years ago he met with a hearty looking fellow of forty, followed by a wife and 
fix children in rags, who begged. Sir William queilioned him upon the fcandal of a man in 
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fall health and vigour, fupporting himfelf in fuch a manner; the man faid he could get 
no work : 46 Come along with me, I will fhew you a fpot of land upon which 1 will build 
a cabin for you* and if you like it you fhail fix there.” The fellow followed Sir William, 
who was as good as his word : he built him a cabin, gave him five acres of a heathy moun¬ 
tain* lent him four pounds to Hock with, and gave him, when he had prepared his- 
ground, as much lime as he would come for. The fellow flourilhed; he went on 
gradually ; repaid the four pounds, and p refen tly became a happy little cottar : he has at 
prtfent twelve acres under cultivation, and a flock in trade worth at lead Sol, his name 
is John Conory. 

The fuccefs which attended this man in two nr three years, brought others who ap- 
plied for land, and Sir William gave them as they applied. The mountain was under 
leafe to a tenant, who valued it fo little, that upon being reproached with not cultivating^ 
or doing fomething with it, he affured Sir William, that it was utterly impracticable to 
do any thing with it, and offered it to him without any deduction of rent. Upon this 
mountain he fixed them; gave them terms as they came determinable with the leafe of 
the farm, fo that everyone that came in fucceflion had fhorter and fhorter tenures; yet 
are they fo defirous of fettling, that they come at p refen f, though only two years remain* 
for a term. 

In this manner Sir William has fixed twenty-two families, who are all upon-the im¬ 
proving hand, the meaneft growing richer; and find themfeIves fo well off, that no con* 
federation will induce them to work for others, not even in harvefi:: their induftry has 
no bounds; nor is the day long enough for the revolution of their inceffant labour. 
Some of them bring turf to Clonmel!,, and Sir William has feen Conory returning loaded 
with foap allies. 

He found it difficult to perfuade them to make a road to their village, but when they 
had once done it, he found none in getting crofs roads to it, they found fuch benefit in 
the firft. Sir William has continued to give whatever lime they come for; and they 
have defired one thoufand barrels among them for the year 1766, which their landlord 
has accordingly contracted for with his lime-burner, at 1 id. a barrel. Their houfes 
have all been built at his expence, and done by contrail at 61 . each^ after which they 
raife what little offices they want for rhemfelves* 

Oftober 15, left New Town, and keeping on the banks of the Sure, paffed through 
Garrick to Curraghmore, the feat of the Earl of Tyrone. This line of country, in 
point of foil, inferior to what l have of late gone through: fo that I coafider the rich 
country to end at Clonmel!, 

Emigrations from this part of Ireland principally to Newfoundland; for a feafon 
they have 18L or col for their pay, and are maintained, but they do,not bring home 
more than yl. to 1 rl Some of them flay and fettle; three years ago there was an 
emigration of indented fervants to North Carolina of three hundred, but they were 
flopped by contrary winds, &c. There had been fomething of this confhntly, but not 
to that amount. The oppreflion which the poor people have moft to complain of, is 
the not having any tenures in their lands, by which means they are entirely fubjed £a 
their employers. 

Manufactures here are only woollens, Garrick is one of the greatcfl manufacturing 
towns in Ireland. Principally for ratteens, but of late they have got into broad-cloths, all 
for home confumption ; the manufacture increafes, and is very flourifhing. There are be¬ 
tween three and four hundred people employed by it, in Garrick and its neighbourhood- 

Curraghmore is one of the fineft places in Ireland, or indeed that I have anv where 
feen- T he houfe, which is large, is fetuated upon a riftog ground, in a vale ftxrrouaded 
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by very bold hills, which life in a variety of forms and offer to the eye, in riling 
through the grounds, very noble and linking fcenes. Thefe hills are exceedingly va¬ 
ried, fo that the detoui of the place is very pleafing. In order to Jee it to advantage, - 
I would advife a traveller to take the ride which Lord Tyrone carried me. Palled 
through the deer-park wood of old oaks, fpread over the fide of a bold hill, and of fuck 
an extent, that the feene is a truly fonfo one, without any other boundary’in view than 
what the Items of trees offer from mere extent, retiring one behind another till they 
thicken fo much to the eye, under the lhade of their fpreading tops, as to form a diilant 
wall of wood. This is a fort of feene not common in Ireland, it is a great extent alone 
that will give it. From this hill enter an ever-green plantation-, a feene which winds up 
the deer-park hill, and opens on to the brow of it, which commands a moll noble view 
indeed. The lawns round the houfe appear at one’s feet, at the bottom of a ^reat decli¬ 
vity of wood, almoft every where furrounded by plantations. The hills on the oppofite 
fide of the vale againft the houfe, confift of a large lawn in the center of the two woods; 
that to the right of an immenfe extent, which waves over a mountain fide in the fineft 
manner imaginable, and lead the eye to the feenery on the leit, which is a beautiful vale 
of rich inclofures, of feveral miles extent, with the Sure making one great reach through 
it, and a bold bend juft before it enters a gap in the hills towards Waterford, and winds 
behind them; to the right you look over a large plain, backed by the great Cummer-fo 
mountains. For a diftfoa extent of view, the parts of which are all of a com man dl 
magnitude, and a variety equal to the number, very few profpefts are finer than this. 

From hence the boundary plantation extends fame miles to the weft and north-weft of 
the domain, forming a margin to the whole of different growths, having been planted by 
degrees, from three to fixteen years. It is in general well grown, and the trees thriven ex¬ 
ceedingly, particularly the oak, beech, larch, and firs. 1c is very well Iketched with , 
much variety given to it, 

Pafs by the garden acrofe the river which murmurs over a rocky bed, and follow the 
riding up a Iteep hill, covered with wood from fome breaks, in which the houfe appears 
perfectly buried m a deep wood, and come out, after a confiderable extent of ride into 
the higher lawn, which commands a view of the feenery about the houfe; and from the 
brow of the hill the water, which is made to imitate a river, has a good effea: and throws 
a great air of cheerfuinefs over the feene, for from hence the declivity below it is hid - 
but the view, which is the moft pleafing from hence, the fineft at Curraghmoor and in’ 
deed one ol the moft ftriking that is any whereto be feen, is that of the hanging wood to 
the right of the houfe, rifmg in fo noble a fweep as peifoaiy to fill the eye and 1 -ive 
the fancy Icarce any thing to wilh: at the bottom is a fmall femidrcular lawn around 
which flows me river, under the immediate lhade of very noble oaks; the whole wood 
rifes boldly from the bottom, tree above tree, to a vaft height, of large oak, the mafies of 
lhade are but tints of one colour, it is not chequered with a variety, there is a maieftk 
fimplicity, a unity in the whole, which is attended with an uncommon iraprefliiin and 
fuch as none but the moft magnificent feenes can raife. 

Descending from hence through the roads, the riding crofles the river, paffes-through 
the meadow, which has fuch an effea in the preceding feene, from which alfoihe viewis 
very fine, and leads home through a continued and an extenfive range of fine ofo n o-, i v 
on a declivity, at the bottom of which the river murmur:* its broken confo ' ’ ’ ^ 

Befides this noble riding, there is a very agreeable walk runs immediately on the 
banks of the river, which is period in ns ftyle; it is a fequeftered fine of wood fo high 
on the declivities in feme places, and fo thick on the very edge in others overlhren diner 
«h* *er, that the character of the feette ia gloom and LlLholy^dgS hy tif 
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noife of the water falling from ffone to flone; there is a confiderable variety in the 
banks of it,ymd in the figures and " growth of the wood, but none that hurts the iin- 
preffion, which is well preserved throughout. 

October 17, accompanied Lord Tyrone to Waterford; made fame inquiries into the 
ftate of their trade, but found it difficult, from the method in which the cuftom-houfe 
books are kept, to get the details I wilhed ; but in the year following having the pleafure 
of a long vifit at Ballycanvan, the feat of Cornelius Bolton, Efq., his fon. the member 
for the city, procured me every information I could wifii, and that in fo liberal and po¬ 
lite a manner, that it would not be eafy to exprefs the obligations I am under to both. 
In general, I was informed, that the trade of the place had increafed confiderably in 
ten years, both the exports and imports. The exports of the products of pafturage, 
full one-third in twelve years. That the ftaple trade of the place is the Newfoundland 
trade ; this is very much increafed ; there is more of it here than any where. The 
number of people who go paffengers in the Newfoundland fhipsis amazing: from fixty 
to eighty fliips, and from three thoufand to five thoufand annually. They come from 
moft parts of Ireland, from Corke, Kerry, &c. Experienced men will get 1 81 . to 25I. 
for the feafon, from March to November; a man who never went will have five to 
feven pounds, and his paffage, and others rife to 20I. the paffage out they get, but pay 
home two pounds. An induftrious man in a year will bring home twelve to lixteen 
pounds with him, and fome more. A great point for them is to be able to carry out 
all their flops, for every thing there is exceedingly dear, one or two hundred per cent, 
dearer than they can get them at home. They are not allowed to take out any woollen 
goods but for their own ufe. The fliips go loaded with pork, beef, butter, and fome 
fait; and bring home paffengers, or get freights where they can: fometimes rum. The 
Waterford pork comes principally frotn the barony of Iverk in Kilkenny, where they 
fatten great numbers of large hogs; for many weeks together they kill here three to 
four thoufand a week, the price fifty Ihillings to four pounds each ; goes chiefly to New¬ 
foundland. One was killed in Mr. Penrofe’s cellar, that weighed five hundred weight 
and a quarter, and meafured from the nofe to the end of the tail, nine feet four inches. 

There is a foundery at Waterford for pots, kettles, weights, and all common utenfils; 
and a manufactory by Meffieurs King and Tegent, of anvils to anchors, twenty hundred 
weight, &c. which employs forty hands. Smiths earn from 6s. to 24s. a week. Nai- 
lors from 10s. to 12s. And another lefs confiderable. There are two fugar-houfes, and 
many falt-houfes. The fait is boiled over lime-kilns. 

There is a fifliery upon the coafl: of Waterford, for a great variety of fifli, herrings 
particularly in the mouth of Waterford harbour, and two years ago in fuch quanti¬ 
ties there, that the tides left the ditches full of them There are fome premium 
boats both here and at Dungarvon, but the quantity of herrings barrelled is not con¬ 
fiderable. • ' 

The butter trade of Waterford has increafed greatly for feven years paft; it comes 
from Waterford principally, but much from Carlow; for it comes from twenty miles 
beyond Carlow, for fixpence per hundred. From the 1 ft of January 177410 the ill 
of January 1775, there were exported fifty-nine thoufand eight hundred and fifty-fix 
calks of butter, each, on an average, one hundred weight, at the mean price ot 50s. 
Revenue of Waterford, 1751- 17,000b; 1776, 52,000b The fl a lighter-trade has 
increafed, but not fo much as the butter. Price of butter now at Waterford 58s. ; 
twenty years* average, 42s. Beef now to 25s., average, twenty years, 10s. to 18s. 
Pork now 30s., average, twenty years, 16s. to 22s. Eighty fail pf fliips now belong¬ 
ing to the port, twenty years ago not thirty. They pay to the captains of fliip of two 
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hundred tons jl, a month ; the mate 3I. ids. Ten men at 40s., five years ago only 
27s. Building Ihips, 10L a ton. Wear and tear of fuch a (hip aoL a month. Ship 
provifions 20s. a month. 

The new church in this city is a very beautiful one; the body of it is in the fame 
{file exactly as that of Belfaft already defcribed : the total length one hundred and le- 
veniy feet* the breadth fifty-eight. The length of the body of the church ninety-two, 
the heighth forty ; breadth between the pillars twenty-fix. The file (which I do not 
remember at Belfaftj is fifty-eight by forty-five. A room on one fide the fteeple, fpace 
for the bilhop’s court, twenty-four by eighteen ; on the other fide, a room of the fame 
fize for the veftry ; and twenty-eight feet fquare left for a fteeple when their funds will 
permit. The whole is light and beautiful: it was built by fubfeription, and there is a 
fine organ befpoke at London. But the fined objeft in this city is the quay, which is 
unrivalled by any I havefeen; it is an Englilh mile long ; the buildings on it are only 
common houfes, but the river is near a mile over, flows up to the town in one noble 
reach, and the oppofite fliore a bold hill, which rifes immediately from the water to 
a heighth that renders the whole magnificent- This is fcattered with fome wood, amL 
divided into paftures of a beautiful verdure, by hedges. I croffed the water, in order 
to walk up the rocks on the top of this hill; in one place over againft Bilberry quarry, 
you look immediately down on"the river, which flows in noble reaches from Granny 
caitle on the right pad Cromwells rock, the fhores on both Tides quite fteep, efpecially 
the rock of Bilberry, You look over the whole town, which here appears in a triangular 
form ^ befides the city the Cumnieragh mountains, Slein a-man, &c* come in view, 
Kilmacow river falls into the Sure, after flowing through a large extent of well planted 
country; this is the fineft view about the city. 

From Waterford to Palfage, and got my chaife and horfes on board the Counted! of 
Tyrone packet, in full expectation of failing immediately, as the wind was fair, but I 
foon found the difference of thefe private vefiels and the poll-office packets at Holyhead 
and Dublin. When the wind was fair the tide was foul; and when the tide was with 
them the wind would not do; in Englifh, there was not a complement of pnfTengers, 
and fo I had the agreeablenefs of waiting with my horfes in the hold, by way of reft, 
after a journey of above one tboufand five hundred miles. 

October 18, after a beaftly night paffed on fhip board, and finding no figns of de¬ 
parture, walked to Bally can van, the feat of Cornelius Bolton, Efq. ; rode with Mr. 
Bolton, jun. to Faithleghill, which commands one of the fmeil views ri have feen in 
Iceland. I here is a rock on the top of a hill, which has a very bold view on every 
fide down on a great extent of country, much of which is grafs inelofures of a good 
verdure. This hill is the center of a circle of about ten miles diameter, beyond which 
higher lands rife, which, after fpreading to a great extent, have on every fide a back 
ground of mountain : in a northerly direction mount Leinfter, between Wexford and 
Wicklow, twenty-fix miles off, rifes in feveral heads far above the clouds. A little to the 
right of this, Sliakeiltba (i. e, the woody mountain), at a lefs diftance, is a fine object. 
To the left, Tory hill, only five miles, in a regular form varies the outline. To the eait, 
there is the long mountain, eighteen miles diftant, and feveral lefler Wexford hills. To 
the fouth-eaft* the Saltees. To the fouth, the ocean, and the colines about the bay of 
Tramore. To the weft, Monavollagh rifes two thoufand one hundred and fixtv feet 
above the level of the fen* eighteen miles off, being part of the great range of the 
Cummaragh mountains ; and to the north-weft Slingrhan, at the diftance of twenty four 
miles j fo that the outline is everywhere bold and diftindt, though diftant, ihefe 
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circumftances would alone form a great view, but the water part of it, which fills up the 
canvafs, is in a much fuperior ftyle. The great river Sure takes a winding courfe from 
the city of Waterford, through a rich country, hanging on the fules of hills to its banks, 
and dividing into a double channel, forms the letter ifiand, both of which couries you 
command diftinfUy ; united, it makes a bold reach under the hill on which yon (land, 
and there receives the noble tribute of the united waters of the Barrow and Wore, in 
two great channels, which form the larger ill and ; enlarged by fucli an acceflion of wa¬ 
ger, it winds round the hiil in a bending courfe, of the freed: and molt graceful outline, 
every whej;e from one to three miles acrofs, with bold fhores, that give ji fliarp outline 
to its courfe to the ocean; twenty fail of fliips at Paflage gave animation to .the fcene; 
upon the whole, the boldnefs of the mountain outline, the variety of the grounds, 
the vaft extent of river, with the declivity to it from the point of view, altogether form 
fo unrivalled a fcenery, every objeft fo commanding, that the general want of wood is 
almoft forgotten. 

Two years after this account was written I again vi/ifed this enchanting hill, and 
walked to it, day after day, from Ballycanvan, and with increasing pieafnre. Mr- Bolton, 
-jun. has, fince I was there before, inclofed forty acres on the top and fleep dope to the 
water, and began to plant them. This will be a prodigious addition; for the dope 
forming the bold fliore for a confiderable fpace, and having projections from which the 
wood will all be feen in the gentle hollows of the hill, the eft'eft will be amazingly fine. 
Walks and a riding are tracing out, which will command frefli beauties at every Hep; 
the fpots from which a variety of beautiful views are feen are numerous. All the way 
from Ballycanvan to Faithleg, the whole to the amount of one thoufand two hundred 
acres, is the poperty of Mr. Bolton. 

Farms about Ballycanvan, Waterford, &c. are generally final!, from twenty and 
thirty to five hundred acres, generally about two hundred and fifty, all above two hun¬ 
dred acres are in general dairies ; fpme of the dairy ones rife very high. 1 he foil is a 
reddifh ftony, or flaty gravel, dry, except low lands, which are clay or turf. Rents 
vary much, about the town very high, from 5!. 5s. to 9I. but at the diftance of a few 
miles towards Pattage, &c. they are from 20s. to 40s. and fome higher, but the coun¬ 
try in general does not rife fo high, ufually ios. to 20s. for dairying land. 

The poor people fpin their own flax, but not more, and a few of them -wool for 
them (elves. Their food is potatoes and milk ; but they have a confiderable afliftance 
from filh, particularly herrings ; part of the year they have alfo barley, paten, and rye 
bread They are incomparably better off in every refpcft than twenty years ago. Their 
increafe about Ballycanvan is very great, and tillage all over this neighbourhood is in- 
Creafed. '1 he rent of a cabin ics., an acre with it, 20s. The grafs of a cow a few 
ye rs ago 20s,, now 25s. or 30s. 

An exceeding good practice here in making their fences is, they plant the quick on 
the fide of the bank in the common manner, and then, inftead of the dead hedge we 
ufe in England on the top of the bank, they plant a row of old thorns, two or three 
feet high,* which readily grow, and form at once a mod excellent fence. Their way 
alfo of taking in fand-banks from the river deferves notice: they flake down a row of 
furzes at low water, iaying ftones on them to the height of one or two feet; thefe retain 
the mud, which every tide brings in, fo as fill up all within the furze as high as their 
tops. I remarked on the ftrand, that a few boat loads of ftones laid carelefsly had had this 
effect, for within them I meafured twelve inches deep of rich blue mud left behind them, 
the fame as they ufe in manuring, full of ihells and eifervefeed ftrojlgly with vinegar. 
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Among the poor people, the ftfhermen are in much the belt clrcumftanees; the 
fifhery is confiderable ; Waterford and its harbour have fifty boats each, from eight to 
twelve tons, fix men on an average to each, but to one of fix tom, five men go* A 
boat of eight tons cods 40L, one of twelve, 60I. To each boat there is a train of nets 
of fix: pair, which colts from 4I, 4s* to 61 * 6s* ; tan them with bark* Their only net 
fifhery is that of herrings, which is commonly carried on by (hares. 'he divifion of 
the fifh is, firft, one-fourth for the boat ; and then the men and nets divide the red, the 
latter reckoned as three men* They reckon ten maze of herrings an indifferent night's 
work; when there is a good take, forty maze have been taken, twenty a good night; 
the price per maze from is* to 7s* average 5s* Their take in 1775, the greateft they 
have known, when they bad more than they could difpofe of, and the whole town and 
country flunk of them, they retailed them thirty-two for a penny : 1773 and -774 
good years. They barrelled many ; but in general there is an import of Swediftn 
Befides the common articles I have regiftered, the fallowing are, pigeons, is. a couple; 
a hare, is.; partridges, gd.; turbots, fine ones, 4s. to 10s. ; foals a pair, large, is* 6d. 
to is*; lobflers, 3d* each ; oyfters, 6s* per hundred ; rabbits, is* to js. 4d* a couple; 
cod, is. each, large ; fa I man, ifd* to 2d, 

A very extraordinary circmnftance I was told, that within five or fix years there has 
been much hay carried from Waterford to Norway, in the Norway (hips that bring 
deals; as hay is dear here, it proves a raoft backward date of hufbandry in that nor¬ 
therly region, fince the neighbourhood of fea-ports to which this hay can alone go, is 
generally the belt improved in all countries. 

October 19, the wind being fair, took my leave of Mr* Bolton, and went back to the 
Ship ; met with a frefh fcene of provoking delays, fo that it was the next morning, 
Odlober 20, at eight o'clock, before we failed, and then it was not wind, but a cargo of 
paffengers that fpread our fails. Twelve or fourteen hours are not an uncommon paf- 
fage; but fuch was our luck, that after being in fight of the lights on the Smalls, we 
were by contrary winds blown oppofite to Arklow fands : a violent gale arofe, which 
prefently blew a ftorm that lafted thirty-fix hours, in which, under a reefed inainlail* 
the (hip drifted up and down wearing, in order to keep clear of the coafls. 

No wonder this appeared to me, a frefh-water failor, as a florm, when the oldeft men 
on board reckoned it a violent one; the wind blew in furious gufls; the waves ran very 
high ; the cabin windows burfl open, and the fea pouring in fet every thing afloat, and 
among the reft a poor lady, who had fpread her bed on the floor* We had however 
the fatisfa&ion to find, by trying the pumps every watch, that the (hip made little water*. 

I had more time to attend thefe eircumftances than the reft of the paffengers*being the 
only one in feven who efcaped without being lick* It pleated God to preferve us, but 
we did not caft anchor in Milford Haven till TuefUay morning the 22d, at one o'clock* 

It is much to be wilhed that there were fome means of being fecure of packets failing 
regularly, in (lead of waiting till there is fuch a number of paffengers as fatisfies the 
owner arid captain ; with the poft-office packets there is this fatisfaftion, and a great 
one it is; the contrary conduct is fo perfeflly detellable, that I fhould foppofe the fcheme 
of Waterford ones can never fucceed. 

Two years after, having been allured this conveyance was put on a new footing, I , 
ventured to try it again ; but was mortified to find that the Tyrone, the only one that 
could take a ehaife or horfes, (the Conntefs being laid up,) was repairing, but would 
fail in five days ; I waited, and received affnrance after affurance that fhe would be ready 
on fuch a day, and then on another; in a word, I waited twenty-four days before I 
failed; moderately fpealdng, 1 could by Dublin have reached Turin or Milan as foon 
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as I did Milford in this conveyance. AH this time the papers had conftant advertife- 
ments of the Tyrone failing regularly, inflead of letting the public know that (he was 
under a repair. Her owner feems to be a fair and worthy man, he will therelore pro¬ 
bably give up the fcheme entirely, unlefs aflifted by the corporation with at lead tour 
fnips more, to fail regularly with or without paffengers; at prel'ent it is a general difap- 
poinlment: 1 was fortunate in Mr. Bolton’s acquaintance, palling my time very agree¬ 
ably at his hofpitable manlion; but thofe who, in fuch a cale, fliould find a Waterford 
inn their refource, would curie the Tyrone, and fet off for Dublin, lhe expenceso. 
this paffage are higher than thofe from Dublin to Holyhead : 1 paid. 
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1777 * Upon a fecond journey to Ireland this year, I took the opportunity of going 
from Dublin to Mitchelftown, by a rout through the central part of the kingdom which 

1 had not before fufficiently viewed. . „ 

Left Dublin the 24th of September, and talcing the road to Naas, I was again it ruck 
with the great population of the country, the cabins being fo much poorer in the vicinity 
of the capital than in the more diftant parts of the kingdom. 

To Kildare, croffing the Curragh, fo famous for its turf. It is a fheepwallc ot above 
four thoufand Eugliffi acres, forming a more beautiful lawn than the hand of art ever 
made. Nothing can exceed the extreme foftnefs of the turf, which is ol a verdure that 
charms the eye, and highly fet off by the gentle inequality of furface. I he foil is a fine 
dry loam on a tloney bottom ; it is fed by many large flocks, turned on it by the occu¬ 
piers of the adjacent farms, who alone have the right, and pay very great rents on that 
account. It is the only confiderable common in the kingdom. The Iheep yield very 
little wool, not more than 31b. per fleece, but of a very hne quality. 

From Furnefs to Shaen Caftle, in the Queen’s County, Dean Coote’s; but as the 
hufbandry, &c. of this neighbourhood is already regiftered, I have only to obferve, that 
Mr. Coote was fo kind as to fhew me the improved grounds of Dawfon’s Court, the 
feat of Lord Carlow, which I had not feen before. The principal beauties of the place 
are the well grown and extenfive plantations, which form a lhade not often met with in 
Ireland. There is in the back grounds a lake well accompanied with wood, broken by 
feveral iflands that are covered with underwood, and an ornamented walk palling on 
the banks which leads from the houfe. T. his lake is in the feafon pei fettly alive 
with wild-fowl; near it is a very beautiful fpot, which commands a vievv of both woods 
and water, a fituation either for a houfe or a temple. Mr. Dawfon is adding to the 
plantations, an employment of all others the molt meritorious in Ireland. Another 
work, fcarcely lefs fo, was the erecting a large handfome inn, wherein the fame gentle- 
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man intends efiablilhing a perfon who fhall be able to fupply travellers, poll:, with either 
chaifes or horfes. 

From Shaen Cafile to Gloffer, in the King’s County, the feat of John Lloyd, Efq. 
member for that county, to whofe attention I owe the following particulars, in which lie 
took every means to have me well and accurately informed. Eut firfl let me obferve, 
that 1 was much pleafed to remark, all the way from Naas quite to Rofferea, that the 
country was amongft the fineft I had feen in Ireland, and confequently that I was for¬ 
tunate in having an opportunity of feeing it after the involuntary omillion of lalt year. 
The cabins, though many of them are very bad, yet are better than in fome other coun¬ 
ties, and chimneys generally a part of them. The people too have no very miferable 
appearance; the breed of cattle and fheep good, and the hogs much the bell I have any 
where feen in Ireland. Turf is every where at hand, and in plenty; yet are the bogs 
not fo general as to affeft the beauty of the country, which is very great in many trafts, 
with a Mattering of wood, which makes it pleating. Shaen Caflle Hands in the midft 
of a very fine craft. From Mountrath to Glofter, Mr. Lloyd’s, I could have imagined 
myfelf in a very pleating part of England ; the country breaks into a variety of inequa¬ 
lities of bill and dale; it is all well inclofed with fine hedges; there is a plenty of wood, 
not fo monopolized as in many parts of the kingdom by here and there a folitary feat, 
but fpread over the whole face of the profpeft : look which way you will, it is cultivated 
and chearful. 

The Shannon adds not a little to the convenience and agreeablenefs of a refidence 
fo near it. Bcfides affording thefe forts of wild fowl, the quantity and fizeof its fifli are 
amazing : pikes fvvarm in it, and rife in weight to fifty pounds. In the little flat fpaces 
on its banks are fmall but deep lochs, which are covered in winter and in floods j when 
the river withdraws, it leaves plenty of fiili in them, which are caught to put into Hews. 
Mr. Holmes has a fmall one before his door at Johnftdwn, with a little ftream which 
feeds it; a trow ling-rod here gets you a bite in a moment, of a pike from twenty to forty 
pounds. I eat of one of twenty-feven pounds fo taken j I had alfo the pleafure of fee¬ 
ing a fifherman bring three trouts, weighing fourteen pounds, and fell them for fixpence- 
halfpenny a piece. A couple of boats lying at anchor, with lines extended from one 
to the other, and hooks in plenty from them, have been known to catch an incredible 
quantity of trout. Colonel Prittie, in one morning, caught four Hone odd pounds, thirty- 
two trouts : in general they rife from three to nine pounds. Perch fwarm j they ap¬ 
peared in the Shannon for the firfl. time about ten years ago, in fuch plenty that the 
poor lived on them ; bream of fix pounds; eels very plentiful. There are many giKa¬ 
roos in the river, one of twelve pounds weight was fent to Mr. Jenkinfon. Upon the 
whole, thefe circumlfances, with the pleafure of {hooting and boating on the river, 
added to the glorious view it yields, and which is enough at any time to chear the mind, 
render this neighbourhood one of the molt enviable fituations to five in that I have 
feen in Ireland. The face of the country gives every circumfiance of beauty. From 
Killodeernan-hin, behind the new houfe building by Mr. Holmes, the whole is feen to 
great advantage. The fpreading part of the Shannon, called Loch Derg, is commanded 
difiinclly for many miles; it is in two grand divifions of great variety : that to the north 
is a reach of five miles leading to Portumna. The whole hither fhore a feenery of 
hills, checkered by inclofures and little woods, and retiring from the eye into a rich 
difiant profpeft. The woods of Doras, belonging to Lord Clanrickard, form a part of 
the oppofite {here, and the river ilfeif prefents an ifland of one hundred and twenty acres. 
Inclining to the left, a vale of rough ground, with an old caftle in it, is backed by a bold 
hill, which intercepts the river there, and then the great reach of fifteen miles,'the bay 
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of Sheriff, fpreads t/> the eye, with a magnificence not a little added to by the boundary, 
a fharp outline of the county of Clare mountains, between which and the Duharrow hills 
the Shannon finds its way, Thefe hills lead the eye /fill more to the left, till the Keeper 
meets ir, p relenting a very beautiful outline that finks into other ranges of hill, uniting 
with the Devil’s Bit, The home fcenery of the grounds, woods, hills, and lake of 
Johnftown, is beautiful. 

Dancing is very genera! among the poor people, almoft uriiverfal in every cabiru 
Dancing-mailers of their own rank travel through the country from cabin to cabin, 
with a piper or blind fidler, and the pay is fixpence a quarter. It is an abfolute fyfiem 
of education. Weddings are always celebrated with much dancing; and a Sunday 
rarely paffes without a dance; there are very few among them who w ill not, after a hard 
day’s work, gladly walk feven miles to have a dance. John is not fo lively, but then a 
hard day’s work with him is certainly a different affair from what it is with Paddy, 
Other branches of education are like wife much attended to, every child of the pooreft 
family learning to read, write, and call accounts* 

There is a very ancient cuftom here, for a number of country neighbours among the 
poor people, to fix upon fome young woman that ought, as they think, to be married ; 
they alfo agree upon a young fellow as a proper hulband for her; this determined, they 
fend to the fair one’s cabin to inform her that on the Sunday following 6i (he is to be horf- 
ed,” that is, carried on men’s backs. She mull then provide vvbifky and cyder for a treat, 
as all will pay her a vifit after mafs for a hurling match. As foon as fhe is horfed, the 
burling begins, in which the young fellow appointed for her hufband has the eyes of 
nil the company fixed on him : if he comes off' conqueror, he is certainly married to 
the girl ; but if another is victorious, he as certainly lofes her, for fhe is the prize of 
the vi£lor. Thefe trials are not always finifhed in one Sunday, they take fometimes 
two or three, and the common expreflion when they are over is, that “ fuch a girl was 
goalM.” Sometimes one barony hurls againft another, but a marriageable girl is always 
the prize. Hurling is a fort of cricket, but inftead of throwing the ball in order to 
knock down a wicket, the aim is to pafs it through a bent flick, the ends lluck in the 
ground. In thefe matches they perform fuch feats of activity, as ought to evidence the 
food they live on to be far from deficient in nourifhment. 

In the hills above Derry are fome very fine flate quarries, that employ fixty men. 
The quarrymen are paid 3s. a thoufand for the flates, and the labourers 3d. a day. 
They are very fine, and fent by the Shannon to diflant parts of the kingdom ; the price 
at the quarry 6s. a thoufand, and at the fhore 6s. 8d. Pour hundred thoufand fiates 
areraifed to pay the rent only, from which fome eftimate may be made of the quantity. 

Mr. Head has a praCHce in his fences which deferves univerfal imitation ; it is plant* 
Ing trees for gate^poffs. Stone piers are expenfive, and always tumbling down ; trees 
are beautiful, and never want repairing. Within fifteen years this gentleman has im¬ 
proved Derry fo much, that thofe who had only feen it before would find it a I molt a 
new creation. Pie has built a handfome ftone-houfe, on the Hope of a bill rifiing from 
the Shannon, and backed by fome fine woods, which unite with many old hedges well 
planted to form a woodland feene, beautiful in the contraft to the bright expanfeof the 
noble river below : the declivity on which thefe woods are, finifhes in a mountain, 
which rifes above the whole. The Shannon gives a bend around the adjoining lands, 
fo as to be-feen from the houfe both to the weft and north, the lawn falling gradually 
to a margin of wood on the fhore, which varies the outline. The river is two miles 
broad, and on the oppofite fliore cultivated iuclofures rife in fome places almoft to the 
mountain top, which is very bold. 
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It is a very Angular demefne; a ftripe of very beautiful ground* reselling two miles 
along the banks of the river* which forms his fence on one fide, with a wall on the 
other. There is fo much wood as to render it very pleafing* adding to every day by 
planting all the fences made or repaired. Prom feveral little hills, which rife in dif¬ 
ferent parts of ir, extenfive views of the river are commanded quite to Portumna ; but 
thefe are much eclipfed by that from the lop of the hill above the flate quarry. From 
thence you fee the river for at leaft forty miles* from Portumna to twenty miles beyond 
Limerick, It has the appearance of a fine bafon* two miles over, into which three 
great rivers lead, being the north and fouth courfe and the bay of Sheriff, ^ f he reaches 
of it one beyond another to Portumna are fine. At the foot of the mountain Mr. Head s 
demefhe extends in a (bore of rich woodland. 

October 7th* took my leave of Mr. Head, after paflmg four days very agreeably. 
Through Killaloe, over the Shannon, a very long bridge of many arches ; went out of 
the road to fee a fall of that river at CafUe Connel, where there is fuch an accompani¬ 
ment of wood as to form a very pleafing fcenery ; the river takes a very rapid rocky 
courfe around a projecting rock* on which a gentleman has built a fummer-houfc, and 
formed a terrace : it is a fir iking fpot, 1 o Limerick# Laid at Bennis s, the firft inn 
we had flept in from Dublin, God preferve us this journey from another ! 

It is not uncommon* efpecially in mountainous countries* to find objects that much 
deferve the attention of travellers entirely neglefted by them. There are a few in- 
ftances of this upon Lord Kingfborough's eftate, in the neighbourhood of Mitchdftown; 
the firft Khali mention is a cave at Skeheenrinky* on the road between Cahir and that 
place: the opening to it is a cleft of rock in a lime-done hill, fo narrow as to be dihi- 
cult to get into it. I defcended by a ladder of about twenty fteps, and then found my- 
felf in a vault of a hundred feet long, and fifty or fixty high: a final! hole on the left 
leads from this a winding courfe of I believe not lefs than half an Irlfii mile, exhibiting' 
a variety that ft ruck me much# In fonie places the ca^hy in the rock is fo large, that 
when well lighted up by candles (not flambeaux, Lord Kingfborough once fliewed it me 
with them, and we found their fmoke troublefome) it takes the appearance of a vaulted 
cathedral, fupported by maffy columns. I he walls* cieling, floor* and pillars, are by 
turns compofed of every fantaftic form ; and often of very beautiful incruftations of 
fpar* forne of which glitters fo much* that it feems powdered with diamonds ; and in 
others the elding is formed of that fort which has fo near a refemblance to a cauli¬ 
flower * The fpar formed into columns by the dropping of water has taken fame very 
regular forms j but others are different* folded in plaits of light drapery* which hang 
from their fupport in a very pleafing manner. The angles of the wails feem fringed 
with icicles. One very long branch of the cave, which turns to the north, is in fome 
places fo narrow and low, that one crawls into it, when it fuddenly breaks into large 
vaulted fpaces, in a thoufand forms. The fpar in all this cave is very brilliant, and 
almoft equal to Briftol ftone. For feveral hundred yards in the larger branch* there 
is a deep water at the bottom of the declivity to the right* wnich the common people 
call the riven A part of the way is over a fort of potter's clay, which moulds into any 
form* and is of a brown colour \ a very different foil from any in the neighbouring 
country. I have feen the famous caye in the Peak, but think it very much inferior to 
this; and Lord Kingfborough, who has viewed the Grot d’Aucel in Burgundy* fays 
that it is not to be compared with it. 

But the commanding region of the Galties deferves more attention. Thofewho are 
fond of feenes in which nature ‘reigns in all her wild magnificence, ftiould vifit this ftu- 
pendous chain. It coafifts of many vaft mountains* thrown together in ail affembiage 
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of the moft interefting features, from boldnefs and height of the declivities, freedom 
of outline, and variety of parts, filling a fpace of about fix miles bv three or four. 
Galtyinore is the higheft point, and riles like the lord and father of the furroundtng 
progeny. From the top you look down upon a great extent of mountain, which fhelves 
away from him to the fouth, eall, and weft; bur to the north the ridge is alrnoft a per¬ 
pendicular declivity. On that fide the famous golden vale of Limerick and Tipperary 
fpreads a rich level to the eye, bounded by the mountains of Clare, King’s and Queen’s 
counties, with the courfe of the Shannon, for many miles below Limerick. To the 
fouth you look over alternate ridges of mountains, which rife one beyond another, till 
in a clear day the eye meets the ocean near Dungarvon. The mountains of Waterford 
and Knockmaldown fill up-the fpace to the fouih-eaft. The weftern is the moft exten¬ 
sive view ; for nothing ftops the eye till Mangerton and Macgilly Cuddy’s Reeks point 
out the fpot where Killarney’s lake calls for a farther excurfion. The profped extends 
into eight counties, Cork, Kerry, Waterford, Limerick, Clare, Queen’s, Tipperary, 
King’s. 

A little to the weft of this proud fummit, below it in a very extraordinary hollow, is 
a circular lake of two acres-, reported to be unfathomable. The deferiptions which I 
have read of the craters of exhaufted volcanoes, leave very little doubt of this being 
one ; and the conical regularity of the fummit of Gall y more fpeaks the fame language. 
Eaft of this refpedable hill, to ufe Sir William Hamilton’s language,isa declivity of about 
one quarter of a mile, and there Galtybeg rifes in a yet more regular cone, and between 
the two hills is another lake, which from pofuion feems to have been once the crater 
■which threw up Galtybeg, as the firft mentioned was the origin of Galtymore. Beyond 
the former hill is a third lake, and eaft of ihat another hill; I was told of a fourth, 
with another correfponding mountain. It is only the mere fummit of thefe mountains 
which rife above the lakes. Speaking of them below, they may be faid to be on the 
tops of the hills ; they are all of them at the bottom of an alrnoft regularly circular 
hollow. On the fide next the mountain top are walls of perpendicular rocks, in re¬ 
gular ftrata, and iome of them piled on each other, with an appearance of art rather 
than nature. In thefe rocks the eagles, which are feen in numbers on the Gaities, have 
their nefts. Suppofing the mountains to be of volcanic origin, and thefe lakes the cra¬ 
ters, of wh;ch I have not a doubt; they are objects of the greateft curiofity, for there 
is an unufual regularity in every confiderable fummit, having its correfponding crater; 
but without this circumftance the fcenery is intereding in a very great degree. The 
mountain lummits, which are often wrapped in the clouds, at other times'exhibit the 
freeft outline; the immenfe fcooped hollows which fink at your feet, declivities of fo 
vaft a depth as to give one terror to look down ; with the unufual forms of the lower 
region of hills, particularly Bull hill, and Round hill, each a mile over, yet riling out 
of circular vales, with the regularity of femi-globes, unite upon the whole to exhibit a 
icenery to the eye, in which the parts are of a magnitude fo commanding ; a character 
fo interefling, and a variety fo finking, that they well deferve to be examined by every 
curious traveller. 

- Nor are thele immenfe outlines the whole of what' is to be leen in this great range of 
mountains. Every glen has its beauties; there is a confiderable mountain river, or 
rather torrent, in every one of them ; but the greateft are the Luncheon, between Se- 
fang and Galtymore; the Ltmeftone river, between Galtymore and Round hill, and 
the Groufi river, between Coolegarranroe, and Mr. 0‘Callaghan’s mountain; thefe 
prefent to the eye, for a trad of about three miles, every variety that rock, water, and 
mountain can give, thrown into all the fantaflic forms which art may attempt in orna¬ 
mented 
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merited grounds, but always fails in. Nothing can exceed the beauty of the water, when 
not difcoloured by rain, its lucid tranfparency thews, at confiderable depths, every 
pebble no bigger than a pin, every rocky bafcn alive with trout and eels, that play and- 
dath among the rocks, as if endowed with that native vigour which animates, in a fupe- 
rior degree, every inhabitant of the mountains, from the bounding red deer, and the 
foaring eagle, down even to the filhes of the brook. Every five minutes you have a 
waterfall in thefe glens, which in any other region, would flop every traveller to admire ■ 
it. Sometimes the vale takes a gentle declivity, and pretents to the eye, at one ftroke, 
twenty or thirty falls, which render the feenery all alive with motion j the rocks are 
toffed about in the wildefl; oonf'ufion, and the torrent burfts by turns from above, 
beneath, and under them; while the background is always filled up with the moun¬ 
tains which llretch around. 

In the welleni Glen is the fineft cafcade in all the Galties; there are two falls, with 
a bafon in the rock between, but from fome points of view they appear one ; the rock 
over which the water tumbles is about fixty feet high. A good line in.which to view 
thefe objects is either to take the Killarney and Mallow road, to (YtitcheHlown, and 
from thence by Lord Kingfborough’s new one, to Skeheenrinky, there to take one of 
the Glens, to Galtybeg, and Galtymore, and return to Mitchelftown by the Wolf’s 
track, Temple hill, and the Waterfall: -or, if the Cork road is travelling, to make 
Dobbin’s inn, at Ballyporeen, the head quarters, and view them from thence. 

Having heard much of the beauties of a part of the Queen’s County, I had not 
before feen, I took that line of country in my way on a journey to Dublin. 

From Mitchelftown to Cafliel, the road leads as far as Galbally in the route already 
travelled from Cullen; towards Cafliel the country is various- The only objefl de- 
ferying attention, are the plantations of Thomaftown, the feat of Francis Mathew, 
Efq. ; they confift chiefly of hedge-row trees in double and treble rows, are well grown, 
and of fuch extent as to form an uncommon woodland feene in Ireland. Found the 
widow Holland’s inn, at Cafhel, clean and very civil. Take the road to Urlingford. 
The rich Jbeep paftures, part of the famous golden vale, reach between three and four 
miles from Cafhel to the great bog by Botany Hill, noted for producing a greater va¬ 
riety of plants than common. That bog is leparated by only final! trails of land, from 
the firing of bogs which extend through the Queen’s County, from the great bog of 
Allen ; it is here of confiderable extent, and exceedingly improvable Then enter a 
low marfhy bad country, which grows worfe after palling the fixty-fixth mile ftone, 
and fucceftive bogs in it- Breakfaft at Johnltown, a regular village on a flight eminence, 
built by Mr. Hayley ; it is near the Spaw of Ballyfpellin. Rows of trees are planted ; 
but their heads all cut off, I fuppofe from their not thriving, being planted too old. 
Immediately on leaving thefe planted avenues, enter a row of eight or ten new cabins, 
at a difiance from each other, which appear to be a new undertaking, the land about 
them ail pared and burnt, and the afhes in heaps. 

Enter a fine planted country, with much corn and good thriving quick hedges for 
many miles. The road leads through a large wood, which joins Lord Afiibrook’s 
plantations, whofe houfe is fituated in the midft of more wood than almoft any one I 
have feen in Ireland. Pafs Durrow; the country for two or three miles continues all 
inclofed with fine quick hedges, is beautiful, and has fome refembfance to the beft parrs 
of Effexi Six. Robert Staple's improvements join this fine traft 7 they are completed 
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in a moll perfeft manner, the hedges well-grown, cut, and in fuch excellent order, 
that I can fcarcely believe myfelf to be in Ireland, His gates are all of iron. Thefe 
fylvan fcenes continue through other feats beautifully fituated, amidft gentle declivities 
of the fineft verdure, full grown woods, excellent hedges, and a pretty river winding 
by the houfe, The whole environs of feveral would be admired in the belt parts of 
England. 

Crofs a great bog, within fight of Lord De Vefcey’s plantations. The road leads 
over it, being drained for that purpofe by deep cuts on either fide, I fhould apprehend 
this bog to be among the moft improveable in the country. 

Slept at Bally roan, at an inn kept by three animals, who call themfelves women; met 
with more impertinence than at any other in Ireland. It is an execrable hole In three 
or four miles pafs Sir John ParnePs, prettily fituated in a neatly dreffed lawn, with 
much wood about it, and a lake quite alive with wild fowl. 

Pafs Monftereven, and crofs dire&ly a large bog, drained and partly improved ; but 
all of it bearing grafs, and feems in a (late that might eafily be reduced to rich meadow, 
with only a dreffing of lime. Here I got again into the road I had travelled before. 

I muft in general remark, that from near Urlingford to Dawfon Court, near Mon% 
ftereven, which is completely acrofs the Queen's County, is a line of above thirty Englifh 
miles, and is for that extent by much the moft improved of any I have feen in Ireland. 
It is generally well planted, has many woods, and not con fitting of patches of planta* 
tion juft by gentlemen's houfes, but fpreading over the whole face of the country, Co as 
to give it the richnefs of an Engfifh woodland fcene. What a country would Ireland 
be, had the inhabitants of the reft of it improved the whole like this! 



PART IL 


SECTION I. — Soil s Face of the Country ^ and Climate * 

TO judge of Ireland by the converfation one fomedmes hears in England, it would 
be fuppofed that one half of it was covered with bogs, and the other with mountains 
filled with Irifli ready to fly at the fight of a civilized being. There are people who will 
fniile when they hear that, in proportion to the fizeof the two countries, Ireland is more 
cultivated than England, having much lefs wafte land of all forts. Of uncultivated 
mountains there are no fuch tracfs as are found in our four northern counties, and the 
North Riding of Yorkfhire, with the eaftern line of Lancafter, nearly down to the Peak 
of Derby, which form an extent of above a hundred miles of wafte. The moft con- 
fiderahle of this fort in Ireland are in Kerry, Galway, and Mayo, and fome in Sligo and 
Donnegab But all .thefe together will not make the quantity we have in the four 
northern counties j the vallies in the Irifli mountains are alfo more inhabited, I think* 
than thofe of England, except where there are mines, and confcquently fome fort of 
cultivation creeping up the fidcs. Natural fertility, acre for acre over the two king¬ 
doms, is certainly in favour of Ireland \ of this I believe there can fcarcely be a doubt 
entertained, when it is confidered that feme of the more beautiful, and even belt culti¬ 
vated counties in England, owe almoft every thing to the capital art and induftry of 
the inhabitants. 

The circum (lance which ftrikes me as the great eft Angularity of Ireland, Is the rocki- 
nefs of the foil, which fhould feem at firft fight againft that degree of fertility 3 but the 
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contrary is the fact. Stone is fo general, that I have great reafoft to believe the whole 
ifland is one vaft rock of different ftrata and kinds rifing out of the fea. 1 have rarely 
heard of any great depths being funk without meeting with it. In general it appears 
on the furface in every part of the kingdom, the flatteft and mo ft fertile parts, as Li¬ 
merick, Tipperary, and Meath, have it at no great depth, almoft as much as the more 
barren ones. May we not recognize in this the hand of bounteous Providence, which has 
given, perhaps the molt ftoney foil in Europe to the moiflefl: climate in it ? If as much 
rain fell upon the clays of England (a foil vfery rarely met with in Ireland, and never 
without much done) as falls upon the rocks of her filter ifland, thofe lands could not 
be cultivated. But the rocks are here cloathed with verdure ; thofe of lime-ftone with 
only a thin covering of mould, have the foftefb and mo ft beautiful turf imaginable.^ 

Of the great advantages refulring from the general plenty of lime-ftone and lime- 
ftone gravel, and the nature of the bogs, I ftiall have occafion to fpeak more particu¬ 
larly hereafter. 

The rockinefs of the foil in Ireland is fo univerfal, that it predominates in every fort. 
One cannot ufe with propriety the terms clay, loam, fand, &c. it muft be a ftoney clay, a 
Jlmtey loam, a gravelly fand. Clay, efpecially the yellow, is much talked of in Ireland, 
but it is for want of proper diferimination. I have once or twice feen almoft a pure clay 
upon the furface, but it is extremely rare. The true yellow clay is ufually found 
in athin ftratum under the furface mould, and over a rock; harfh, tenacious, ftoney, 
ftrong loams, difficult to work, are not uncommon; but they are quite different from 
Englilh clays. 

Triable Tandy loams, dry but fertile, are very common, and they form the beft foils 
in the kingdom for tillage and fheep. Tipperary and Rofcoinmon abound par¬ 
ticularly in them. The mod fertile of all, are the bullock paftures of Limerick, and 
the banks of the Shannon in Clare, called the Cor caffes. Thefe are a mellow, putrid, 
friable loam. 

Sand which is fo common in England, and yet more common through Spain, France, 
Germany, and Poland, quite from Gibraltar to Peterfburgh, is no where met with in 
Ireland, except for narrow flips of hillocks, upon the fea coaft. Nor did I ever meet 
with, or hear of a chalkey foil. 

The bogs, of which foreigners have heard fo much, are very extenfive in Ireland; 
that of Allen extends eighty miles, and is computed to contain three hundred thoufand 
acres. There are others alfo, very extenfive, and fmallerones fcattered over the whole 
kingdom; but thefe are not in general more than are wanted for fuel. W hen I coine 
to fpeak of the improvement of wafte lands, I {hall deferibe them particularly. 

Befides the great fertility of the foil, there are other circuraftances which come 
within my fphere to mention. Few countries can be better watered, by large and beaut- 
ful rivers; and it is remarkable, that by much the fineft parts of the kingdom are 
©n the banks of thefe rivers. Witnefs the Sure, Blak water, the Li fly, the Boyne, the 
Nore, the Barrow, and part of the Shannon, they wafli a feenery that can hardly be ex¬ 
ceeded. From the rockinefs of the country, however, there are few of them that have 
not obftru£Hons, which are great impediments to inland navigation. 

The mountains of Ireland give to travelling that interefting variety, which a flat 
country can never abound with. And at the fame time, they are not in fuch number 
as to confer the ufual character of poverty, which attends them. I was either upon or 
very near the moft con fi tier able in the kingdom. Mangerton, and the Reeks, in Kerry ; 
the Galties in Corke; thofe of Mournc in Down; Crow Patrick, and Nepliin in Mayo, 
vol. ill. 5 5 ttoffe 
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thefe' are the principal in Ireland, and *hey are of a character* in height and fublimity^ 
which fhould render them the objects of every traveller’s attention. 

Relative to the climate of Ireland* a ftort refidence cannot enable a man to fpeak much 
from his own experience j the obfervations I have made myieli confirm the idea of its 
being vaftty wetter than England j from the 20th of June to the 20th oi October, I kept 
a regifler* and there were* in one hundred and twenty-two days* feventy-five of rain, and 
very many of them inceffant and heavy. I have examined Similar regifters I kept in 
England, and can find no year that even approaches to fuch a moifture as this. But there 
is a regift er of an accurate diary publifhed, which compares London and Corke- I he 
refult is, that the quantity at the latter place was double to that at London, See Smith's 
Hjjh of Corke . 

From the information I received, I have reafon to believe, that the rainy feafon. fetsin 
ufually about the firfL of July, and continues very wet till September or October, when 
there is ufually a dry fine feafon of a month or fix weeks. I refided in the county of C orke s 
&c. from Odobertill March, and found the winter much more foft and mild, than ever 
I experienced one in England. I was alfo a whole fummer there (17?®)? ^ 

to mention, that it was as fine a one as ever I knew in England, though by no means 
fo hot. I think hardly fo wet as very many I have known in England The tops of 
the Galty mountains exhibited the only fnaw we faw j and as to frofts, they were fo 
flight and rare that I believe myrtles, and yet tenderer plants, would have furvived 
without any covering. But when I fay that the winter was not remarkable for being 
wet, I do not mean that we had a dry atmoiphere. ihe inches of rain which fell Hi 
the winter I fpeak of, would not mark the moifture of the climate. As many inches 
will fail in a tingle tropical thowcr, as in a whole year in England. See Mitebel's Pre* 
fent State of Great Britain and North America . But if the clouds prefently diJ perfe, and 
a bright fun fhines, the air may foon be dry. Ihe word circumftance of the climate 
of Ireland, is the conftant moifture without rain. Wet a piece of leather, and lay it in 
a room where there is neither fun nor fire, and it will not. in fummer even be dry in a 
month* I have known gentlemen in Ireland deny their climate being moifter than 
England, but if they have eyes let them open them, and fee the verdure that cloathes 
their rocks, and compare ft with ours in England—where rocky foils are of a rufiet 
brown however fweet the food for fheep* Does not their ill and lie more expofed to 
the great Atlantic; and does not the weft wind blow three fourths of a year ? If there 
was another ifland yet more westward, would not the climate of Ireland be improved ? 
Such perfons fpeak equally againft fail, reafon, and philofophy. That the moifture 
of a climate does not depend on the quantity of rain that falls, but on the powers of 
aerial evaporation. Dr, Dob fort has clearly proved. P/M* Tranf vol. Ixvii. part i, 

p» 

Opfreffion, 

BEFORE I conclude this article of the common labouring poor in Ireland,.I timft 
obferve, that their happinels depends not merely upon the payment of their labour, 
their cloaths, or their food; the fubord ination of the lower claffes, degenerating into 
oppreffion, is not to be overlooked. The poor in all countries, and under all govern¬ 
ments, are both paid and fed, yet there is an infinite difference between them in diffe¬ 
rent ones. This inquiry will by no means turn out fo favourable as the preceding 
articles. It muff be very apparent to every traveller through that country, that the 
labouring poor are treated with harflmefs, and are in all reipects fo little confidered. 
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that their want of importance feems a perfect contrail to their fituatton in England, of 
which country, comparatively fpeakmg, they reign the fovereigns. The age has im¬ 
proved fo much in humanity, that even the poor.Iriih have experienced its influence, and 
are every day treated better and better; but ftill the remnant of tile old manners, the 
abominable diftinftion of religion, united with the oppreffive conduct of the little 
country gentlemen, or rather vermin of the kingdom, who never were out of it, alto¬ 
gether bear Hill very heavy on the poor people, and fubjeft them to fituations more 
mortifying than we ever behold in England, The landlord of an Irilh eftate, inhabited 
by Roman Catholics, is a fort ofdefpot who yields obedience, in whatever concerns the 
poor, to no law but that of his will* To difcover what the liberty of the people is, we 
mufl live among them, and not look for it in the ftatutes of the realm: the language 
of written law may be-that of liberty, but the fituation of the poor may fpeak no lan¬ 
guage but that of flaVery ; there is too much of this contradiction in Ireland; a long 
feries of opprefiions, aided by many very ill-judged laws, have brought landlords into 
a habit of exerting a very lofty fuperiority, and their vaffals into that of an almoft 
unlimited fubmiffion : fpeaking a language that is defpifed, profeffing a religion that 
is abhorred, and being difarmed; the poor find themfelves in many cafes Haves even ill 
the bofem of written liberty. Landlords that have refided much abroad are ufoally 
humane in their ideas, but the habit of tyranny naturally contracts the mind, fo that 
even in thispolifhed age there are inftances of a levere carriage towards the poor, which 
is quite unknown in England* 

A landlord in Ireland can fcarcely invent an order which a fervant, labourer, or cottar 
dares to refufe to execute. Nothing fatisfies him but an unlimited fubmifikm. Dif* 
refpc£t, or any thing tending towards faucinefs, he may punifli with Ins cane or his horfe- 
whip with the mod perfed fecurity, a poor man would have his bones broke, if he 
offered to lift- his hands in his own defence. Knocking-down is fpoken of in the country 
in a manner that makes an Englifhman flare. Landlords of confequence have allured 
me that many of their cottars would think themfelves honoured by having their wives 
and daughters fent for to the bed of their mailer; a mark of llavery that proves the op- 
preffion under which fuch people muff live. Nay, I have heard anecdotes of the lives 
of people being made free with without any apprehenfion of the juffice of a jury. But let 
it not be imagined that this is common ; formerly it happened every day, but law gains 
ground. If mull {trike the moft carelefs traveller to fee whole firings of cars whip! 
into a ditch by a gentleman's footman to make way for his carriage ; if they are over¬ 
turned or broken in pieces, no matter, it is taken in patience; were they to complain 
they would perhaps be horfe-whipped. The execution of the laws lies very much in 
the hands of joffices of the peace, many of whom are drawn from the molt illiberal 
clafs in the kingdom. If a poor man lodges a complaint againff a gentleman, or any 
animal that choofes to call itielf a gentleman, and the j office iffues out a fu turnons for 
his appearance, it is;a fixed affront, and he will infallibly be called mil . Where man? 
ners are in confpiracy againff law, to whom are the oppreffed people to have reeourfo ? 
It is a fa£t, that a poor man having a conteff with a gentleman muff—but 1 am talking 
nonfenfe, they know their fituation too well to think of it; they can have no defence 
but by means of protection from one gentleman againff another, who probably protects 
his vafial as he would the ffreep he intends to eat. 

The colours of this picture are not charged. To affert that all ihcfo cafes are com¬ 
mon, would be an exaggeration, but to fay that an unfeeling landlord will do all this 
with impunity is to keep Aridity to truth : and what is liberty but a force and a jeft, if 
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its bleflings are received as the f.ivour of kindnefs and humanity, inftead of being the 
inheritance of Right ? 

Confequences have flowed from thefe oppreflions which ought long ago to have put 
a i p to them. In England we have heard much of White-boys, Steel boys. Oak-boys, 
Peep-of-day-boys, &c. But thefe various infurgents are not to be confounded, for they 
are very different. The proper diilin&ion in the difeontents of the people is into Pro- 
teftant and Catholic. All but the White-boys were among the manufacturing Protef- 
tants in the north. The White-boys Catholic labourers in the fouth : from the belt 
intelligence I could gain, the riots of the manufacturers had no other foundation 
but fuch variations in the manufacture as all fabrics experience, and which they had 
themfelves known and Submitted to before. The cafe, however, was different with 
the White-boys ; who being labouring Catholics met with all thofe oppreflions I have 
deferibed, and would probably have continued in full fubmiflion had not very fevere 
treatment in refpeG of tythes, united with a great fpeculative rife of dent about the fame 
time, blown up the flame of refiffancej the atrocious acts they were guilty of made 
them the object of general indignation, aCts were parted for their punifhment which 
feemed calculated for the meridian of Barbary; this arofe to fuch a height that by one 
they were to be hanged under circumfiances without the common formalities of a trial, 
which, though repealed the following feflion, marks the fpirit of punifhment; while 
others remain yet the law of the land, that would if executed tend more to raile than 
quell an infurreCtion. From all which it is tnanifeft that the gentlemen of Ireland 
never thought of a radical cure from overlooking the real caufe of the difeafe, which 
in faCt lay in themfelves, and not in the wretches they doomed to the gallows. Let 
them change their own conduct entirely, and the poor will not long riot. Treat them 
like men who ought to be as free as yourfelves: put an end to that fvftem of religious 
perfecution which for feventy years has divided the kingdom againfl itfelf; in thefe two 
circumflances lies the cure of infurrection, perform them completely, and you will have 
an afteftionate poor, inftead of eppreffed and difeontented vaffals. 

A better treatment of the poor in Ireland is a very material point of the welfare of 
the whole Britifli Empire. Events may happen which may convince us fatally of this 
truth; if not, oppreflion muff have broken all the fpirit and refentment of men. By 
what policy the government of England can for lo many years have permitted luch an 
abfurd fyftem to be matured in Ireland, is beyond the power of plain fenfe to dilcover. 

Emigrations. 

BEFORE the American war broke out, the Irifh and Scotch emigrations were a ccn- 
i' l-an t fubjeCt of converfation in England, and occafioned much difeourfe even in parlia¬ 
ment, The common obfervation was, that if they were not flopped, thofe countries would 
be ruined, and they were generally attributed to a great rife of rents. Upon going over to 
Ireland I determined to omit no opportunities of difeovering the caufe and extent of 
this emigration, and my information, as may be feen in the minutes of the journey, 
was very regular. I have only a few general remarks to make on it here. 

The fpirit of emigrating in Ireland appeared to be confined to two circumftances, the 
prefbyterian religion, and the linen manufacture. I heard of very few emigrants except 
among manufacturers of that perfuafion. The Catholics never went, they feera not 
only tied to the country but almoft to the parifli in which their anceftors lived. As to 
the emigration in the north it was an error in England to fuppofe it a novelty which 
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arofe with the Increafe in rents. The contrary was the fact, it had fubfifted perhaps 
forty years, info much that at the ports of Belfaft, Derry, &c. the paffenger trade, as 
they called it, had long been a regular branch of commerce, which employed feyeral 
fhips, and confided in carrying people to America. The increafing population of the 
country made it an increafing trade, but when the linen trade was low, the paffmger 
trade was always high. At the time of Lord Donnegall s letting his eftate in the 1101th 
the linen bufinefs differed a temporary decline, which font great numbers to America, 
and gave rife to the error that it was occafioned by the increale of his rents : tne faff, 
however, was ot’nerwife, for great numbers of thofe who went from his lands actual,y 
fold thofe leafes for confiderable funis, the hard (hip of which was fuppofed to have driven 
them to America. Some emigration, therefore, always exifted, and its increafe depend¬ 
ed on the fluctuations of linen; but as to the effect there was as much error in the 
conclufions drawn in England as before in the caufe- 

It is the misfortune of all manufactures worked for a foreign market to be upon an 
infecure footing, periods of declenfion will came, and when in conference of them 
great numbers of people are out of employment, the beft circumftance is their enlif. 
ting in the army or navy ; and it is the common refult; but unfortunately the manu- 
fafture in Ireland (of which I fliall have occafion to fpeak more hereafter) is not confined 
as it ought to be to towns, but fpreadsinto all cabins of the country. Being half farmers, 
half manufacturers, they have too much property in cattle, &c. to enlifl: when idle ; if 
they convert it into calh it will enable them to pay their paffage to America, an alternative 
always chofen in preference to the military life. The confequence is, that they mud live 
without work till their fubffance is quite confunied before they will enlifl. Men who 
are in fuch a fituation that from various caufes they cannot work, and won’t enlifl, 
fliould emigrate, if they flay at home they mu ft remain a burthen upon the community ; 
emigration fliould not, therefore, he condemned in dates fo ill governed as to poflefs 
many people willing to work, but without employment. 

SECTION ll.—Roads—Cars. 

FOR a country, fo very far behind us as Ireland, to have got fuddenty fo much the 
ftart of us in the article of roads, is a fpe&acle that cannot fail to ftrike the Englilh 
traveller exceedingly. But from this commendation the turnpikes in general mu ft be 
excluded, they are as bad as the bye-roads are admirable. It is a common complaint, 
that the tolls of the turnpikes are fo many jobs, and the roads left in a ftate that dtl'grace 
the kingdom. 

The following is the fyftem on which the crofs-roads are made. Anyperfon, wHhing 
to make or mend a road, has it meafured by two perfons, who fwear to the meafure- 
ment before a juftice of the peace. It is deferibed as leading from one market-town 
to another (it matters not in what dire&ion), that it will be a public good, and that it 
will require fuch a fum per perch of twenty-one feet, to make or repair the fame ; a 
certificate to this purpofe (of which printed forms are fold), with the blanks filled up, is 
figned by the meafurers, and alfo by two, perfons called overfeers, one of whom is 
ufual'ly the perfon applying for the road, the other the labourer he intends to employ as 
an overfeer of the work, which overfeer fwears alfo before the juftice the truth of the 
valuation. The certificate, thus prepared, is given by any perfon to feme one of the- 
grand jury, at either of the affizes, but ufually in the fpring. When all the common 
bufinefs of trials is over, the jury meets on that of roads; the chairman reads the 
certificates, and they are all put to the vote, whether to be granted or not. If re- 
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jecled, they are tom in pieces and no farther notice taken; if granted, th?y are put on 
the file. 

This vote of approbation, without any farther form, enables the perfon who applied 
for the preferment immediately to conlhucd or repair the road in queftion, which he 
mult do at his own expence; he mu ft finifh it by the following stiluses, when he is to 
fend a certificate of his having expended the money purfuant to the application ; this 
certificate is figned by the foreman, who alfo figns an order on the treafurer of the 
county to pay him, which is done immediately. In like manner are bridges, houfes of 
cor region, gaols, &c. &c. built and repaired. If a bridge over a river which parts 
two counties, half is done by one and the other half by the other county. 

The ex pence of thefe works is raifed by a tax on the lands, paid by the tenant; in 
feme counties it is acreable, but in others it is on the plough land, and as no two plough 
lands are of the fame fize is a very unequal tax. in the county of Meath it is acreable, 
and amounts to one fhiliing per acre, being the higheft in Ireland ; but in general it is 
from three-pence to fixpence per acre, amd amounts of late years through the whole 
kingdom to one hundred and forty thoufand pounds a-year. 

The juries will very rarely grant a prefentment for a road which amounts to above 
fifty pounds, or for more than fix or feven ihillings a perch, fo that if a perfon wants 
more to be made than fuch a fum will do, he divides it into two or three different mea- 
furements or prefentments. By the aft of parliament all prefentment-roads muff be 
twenty-one feet wide at leaft from fence to fence, and fourteen feet of it formed with 
itone or gravel. 

As the power of the grand jury extends in this manner to the cutting new roads 
where none ever were before, as well as to the repairing and widening old ones, ex- 
clufive, however, of parks, gardens, &c, it was neceffary to put a reftridion againft the 
wanton expence of it. Any prefentment may be traverfed that is oppofed, by denying 
the allegations of the certificate ; this is lure of delaying it until another affixes, and in 
the mean time perfons are appointed to view the line of road demanded, and report on 
the neceffiiy or hardship of the cafe. The payment of the money may alfo be traverfed 
after the certificate of its being laid out; for if any perfon views and finds it a manifeft 
hnpofidon and job, he has that power to delay payment until the caufe is cleared up 
and proved. But this traverle is not common. Any perfons are eligible for afleing 
prefentments; but it is ufiully done only by refiaent gentlemen, agents, clergy, or re¬ 
spectable tenantry. It follows neceffarily. that every perfon is defirous of making the 
roads leading to his own houfe, and that private intereft alone is confidered in it, which 
I have heard objected to the meafure; but this I mull own appears to me the great 
merit of it. Whenever individuals aft for the public alone, the public is very badly 
ferved ; but when the purfuit of their own intereft is the way to benefit the public, then 
is the public good fure to be promoted ; fuch is the cafe of prefentment of roads : for 
a few years the good roads were all found leading from houfes like rays from a center, 
with a furrounding fpace, without any communication ; but every year brought the 
remedy, until in a fhort tunc, thole rays pointing from Jo many centers met, and then 
the communication was complete. I he original a£t palled but leventeen \ ears ago, and 
the effect of it in all parts of the kingdom is fo great, that I found it perfedly practicable 
to travel upon wheels by a map ; 1 will go here ; 1 will go there ; 1 could trace a route 
upon paper as wild as fancy could dictate, and every where I found beautiful roads with¬ 
out break or hindrance, to enable me to realize my deJign. What a figure would a 
perfon make in England, who fiionld attempt to move in that manner, where the roads, 
as Dr. Burn has well obierved, are aimoft in as bad a ftate as in the time of Philip and 
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Marv. Tn a Few years there will not be a piece of biul road except turnpikes in ail Ire¬ 
land. ' The money railed for this firft and molt important of all national purpofes, is 
expended among the people who pay it, employs themfelves and their teams, encourages 
their agriculture, and facilitates I'o greatly the improvement of wafte lands, that it ought 
always to beconlidered as the firll Hep to any undertaking of that foit. 

At firft, roads, in common with bridges, were paid out of the general treafure of the 
county, but by a fubfequent aft the road tax is now on baronies; each barony pays 
for its" own roads. By another aft juries were enabled to grant preferments of narrow 
mountain roads, at two fhillings and fixpence a perch. By another, they were em¬ 
powered to grant preferments of footpaths, by the fide of roads, to one {hilling a perch. 
By a very late aft, they are alfo enabled to contraft at three-halfpence per perch per 
annum from the firll making of a road, for keeping it in repair, which before could not 
be done without afrelh preferment. Arthur King, F.iq. ot Moniva, whole agriculture 
is deferibed in the preceding minutes, and who at that time reprefented the county of 
Galway, was the worthy citizen who firll: brought this excellent menfure into parliament: 
Ireland,’and every traveller that ever vifits it ought, to the lateft time, to revere the 
memory of fuch a dillinguilhed beiief'aaor to the public. Before that time the roads, 
like thole of England, remained imp-affable, under the miferable police oi the fix days’ 
labour. Similar good eftefts would here flow from adopting the meafure, which would 
eafe the kingdoinof a great burthen in its public effect ablblutely contemptible; and 
the tax here, as in Ireland, ought to be fo laid, as to be borne by the tcnaiir, whofe 
bufinefs it is at prefent to repair. 

Upon the imperfettions of the Irifii fyltem I have only to remark, that juries fliould, 
in foine cafes, be more ready than they are to grant thefe prefentmenfs. In general, 
they are extremely liberal, but fometimes they take filly freaks of giving none, or very 
few. Experience having proved, from the general goodnels of the roads, that abufes 
cannot be very great, they fliould go on with fpirit to perfea the great work through¬ 
out the kingdom ; and as a check upon thofe who lay out the money, it might perhaps 
be advifeable- to print county maps of the preferment roads, with correfpondmg lifts 
and tables of the names of all perfons who have obtained preferments, the fums they 
received, and for what roads. Thefe fhould be given freely by the jurymen, to all their 
acquaintance, that every •man might know, to whofe careleflnefs or jobbing the public 
was indebted for bad roads, when they had paid for good ones. Such a practice would 
certainly deter many. 

At eleven million forty-two thoufand fix hundred and forty-two acres in the king¬ 
dom, 140,000b a year amounts to juft three-pence an acre for the whole territory: a 
very trifling tax for fuch an improvement, and which almolt ranks in public eafe and 
benefit With that of the poft-office. 

SECTION III .—Manners and Ciiftsms*. 

Quid leges fme moTibu9> 
y ana projicmnt J 

IT is but an illiberal bufinefs for a traveller, who defigns to puhlifh remarks upon a 
country to fit down cooly in hisclofet and write a fatire on the inhabitants* Severity of 
that fort mufl be enlivened with an uncommon lb are of wit and ridicule, to pi eafe* 
Where very grofs abfiirdhies are found, it is fair and manly to note them \ but to enter 
into character and difpofition is generally uncandid, finee there are no people but might 
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be better than they are Found, and none but have virtues which deferve attention, at leaft: 
as much as their failings ; for thefe reafons this feftion would not. have found a prace in 
my obfervations, had not feme perfons, of much more flippancy than wifdotn, given very 
grofs mifreprefentations of the Irifli nation. It is with pleasure, therefore, that I take up 
the pen on the prefent occafion; as a much longer refidence there enables me to exhi* 
bit a very different picture * r in doing this, I {hall be free to remark, wherein I think 
the conduct of certain dalles may have given rife to general and eonfequently injurious 
condemnation* 

There are three races of people in Ireland, fo diftmft, as to ftrike the leaft attentive 
traveller; thefe are the Spanifh which are found In Kerry, and a part of Limerick and 
Corke, tall and thin, but well made, a long vifage, dark eyes, and long black lank 
hair. The time is not remote when the Spaniards had a kind of fetdement on the coaft 
of Kerry, which feented to be overlooked by government. There were many of 
them in Queen Elizabeth’s, reign, nor were they entirely driven out rill the time 
of Cromwell* There is an ifland of Valencia on thatcoaft, with various other names, 
certainly Spanifh. The Scotch race is in the north, where are to be found the feature 
which are fuppofed to mark that people, their accent and many of their cuftoms. In 
a diftrifl: near Dublin, but more particularly in die baronies of Bargie and Forth in the 
county of Wexford, the Saxon tongue is fpoken without any mixture of the Irifli, and 
the people have a variety of cuffoms mentioned in the minutes, which diftinguifh them 
from their neighbours. The reft of the kingdom is made up of mongrels* The Mi* 
lefian race of Irifh, which may be called native , are fcattered over the kingdom, but 
chiefly found in Connaught and Munfter 5 a few confiderable families, whofe genealogy 
is undoubted, remain, but none of them with confiderable pofTeffions except the 
O’Briens and Mr, O’Neil; the former have near twenty thoufand pounds a year in the 
family, the latter half as much, the remnant of a property once his anceftors, which 
now forms fix or feven. of the greateft effates in the kingdom. O’Hara and M*Dermot 
are great names in Connaught, and O’Donnohue a confiderable one in Kerry 5 but I heard 
of a family of O’Drifcbars in Corke, who claim an origin prior in Ireland to any of the 
Milefian race. 

The only divifions which a traveller, who pafTed through the kingdom without making 
any refidence could make, would be into people of confiderable fortune and mob. The 
intermediate divifion of the fcale, fo numerous andrefpectable in England, would hardly 
attract the leaft notice in Ireland* A refidence in the kingdom convinces one, however, 
that there is another clafs in general of finall fortune,—country gentlemen and renters 
of land. The manners, habits, and cuftoms of people of confiderable fortune are much 
the fame every where, at leaft there is very little difference between England and Ire¬ 
land, it is among the common people one limit look for thofe traits by which we dif- 
crinfinate a national charafter. The circumftances which ftruck me moft in the common 
Irifh were, vivacity and a great and eloquent volubility of fpeech; one would think they 
could take (huff and talk without firing till doomfday, They are infinitely more cheer* 
ful and lively than any thing we commonly fee in England, having nothing of that in* 
civility of fallen filence with which fo many Englilhmen feemto wrap themfelves up, 
as if retiring within their own importance. Lazy to an excels ztioork) but fo fpiritedly # 
*adrive at play^ that at hurting^ which is the cricket of favages, they ihew the greateft 
feats of agility. Their love of fociety is as remarkable as their curiofity is infatiable; and 
their hospitality to all comers, be their own poverty ever fo pinching, has too much me* 
rit to be forgotten. Pleafed to enjoyment with a joke, or witty repartee, they will repeat 
it with Htch expreffion, that the laugh will be uaiverhl* Warm friends and revengeful 
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enemies; they are inviolable in their fecrecy, and inevitable in their refentment; with 
luch a notion of honour, that neither threat nor reward would induce them to betray 
the fecret or perfon of a man, though an opprefTor, whole property they would plunder 
without ceremony. Hard drinkers and quarrelfome; great liars, but civil, fubmiffive, 
and obedient. Dancing is fo univerfal among them, that there are every where itinerant 
dancing-maffers, to whom the cottars pay fixpence a quarter for teaching their families. 
Befides the Irifh jig, which they can dance with a molt luxuriant expreffion, minuets 
and country-dances are taught; and I even heard fome talk of cotillions coming in. 

Some degree of education is alfo general, hedge fchools, as they are called, (they might 
as well be termed.ditch ones, for 1 have feen many a ditch full of fcholars,} are every 
where to be met with where reading and writing are taught; fchools are alfo common 
for men; I have feen a dozen great fellows at fchool, and was told they were educating 
with an intention of being prieils. Many ftrokes in their character are evidently to be 
aferibed to the extreme oppreflion under which they live. If they are as great thieves 
and liars as they are reported, it is certainly owing to this caufe. 

If from the loweft dafs we rife to the highelt, all there is gaiety, pleafure, luxury, 
and extravagance; the town life at Dublin is formed on the model of that of London. 
Every night in the winter there is a ball or a party, where the polite circle meet, not to 
enjoy but to fweat each other ; a great crowd crammed into twenty feet fquare gives a 
zeft to the agremnts of fmall talk and whift. There are four or five houfes large 
enough to receive a company commodioufly, but the reft are fo fmall as to make par¬ 
ties detefhible. 'i here is however an agreeable fociety in Dublin, in which a man of 
large fortune will not find his time heavy. The ftile of living may be guefled from the 
fortunes of the refident nobility and great commoners; there are about thirty that pof- 
fefs incomes from feven to twenty thoufand pounds a year. The court has nothing 
remarkable or fplendid in it, but varies very much, according to the private fortune or 
liberality of difpofition in the lord lieutenant. 

In the country their life lias fome circumftances which are not commonly feen in 
England. Large trafts of land are kept in hand by every body to fupply the deficiencies 
of markets ; this gives fuch a plenty, that, united with the lownefs of taxes and prices, 
one,would fuppofe it difficult for them to fpend their incomes, if Dublin in the winter 
did not lend affi fiance. Let it be confideVed that the prices of meat are much lower 
than in England ; poultry only a fourth of the price j wild fowl and filh in vaflly greater 
plenty ; rum and brandy not half the price j coffee, tea, and wines far cheaper; labour 
not above a third ; fervants* wages upon an average thirty per cent, cheaper. That 
taxes are inconfiderable, for there is no land-tax, no poor-rates, no window-tax, no candle 
or foap-lax, only half a wheel-tax, no fervants-tax, and a variety of other articles heavily 
burlhened in England, but not in Ireland. Conftdering all this, one would think they 
could not fpend their incomes; they do contrive it however. In this bufinefs they are 
affilled by two cuftoms that have an admirable tendency to it, great numbers of horfes 
and fervants. 

In England fuch extenfive demefnes would be parks around the feats for beauty as 
much as ufe, but it is not fo in Ireland ; the words deer-park and demefne are to be 
diflvngiifibed ; there are great demefnes without any parks, but a want of tafte, too 
common in Ireland, is having a deer-park at a diftance from the houfe; the refideneg 
furrounded by walls, or hedges, or cabins ; and the lawn inclolure fcattered with ani¬ 
mals of various forts, perhaps three miles off. The fmall quantity of corn proportioned 
to the total acres, fhews how little tillage is attended to even by thofe who are the bell 
able to carry it on ; and the column of turnips proves in the cleared manner, what 
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the progrefs of improvement is in that kingdom. The number of horfes may almoft 
be efteemed a fatire upon common fenfe; were they well fed enough to be ufeful, they 
would not be fo numerous, but I have found a good hack for a common ride fcarce in 
a houfe where there were a hundred. Upon an average, the horfes in gentlemen’s 
{tables throughout the kingdom are not fed half fo well as they are in England by men 
of equal fortune; yet the number makes the expence of them very heavy. 

Another circumfiance to be remarked in the country life is the miferablenefs of many 
of their houfes; there are men of five thoufand a year in Ireland, who live in habitations 
thttt a man of feven hundred a year in England would difdain; an air of neatnefs, order, 
drefs, and prsprete , is wanting to a furprifing degree around the manfion; even new and 
excellent houfes have often nothing of this about them. But the badnefs of the houfes is 
remedying every hour throughout the whole kingdom, for the number of new ones juft 
built, or building, is prodigioufly great. I fhould fuppofe there were not ten dwellings 
in the kingdom thirty years ago that were fir for an Englifh pig to live in. Gardens 
were equally bad, but now they are running into the contrary extreme, and wall in five, 
fix, ten, and even twenty Irifh acres for a garden, but generally double or treble what 

is necefiary. . 

The tables of people of fortune are very plentifully fpread ; many elegantly, differing 
in nothing from thofe of England. 1 think I remarked that venifon wants the flavour 
it has with us, probably for the fame reafon, that the produce of rich parks is never 
equal to that of poor ones; the moifture of the climate, and the richnefs of the foil, 
give fat but not flavour. Another reafon is the ftnallnefs of the parks, a man who has 
three or four tlioufand acres in his hands, has not perhaps above three or four hundred 
in his deer-park, and range is a great point for good venifon. N01* do I think that 
garden vegetables have the flavour found in thole of England, certainly owing to the 
climate ; green peas I found every where perfectly infipid, and lettuce, &c. not good. 
Claret is the common wine of all tables, and fo much inferior to what is drank in Eng¬ 
land, that it does not appear to be the fame wine; but their port is incomparable, fo 
much better than the Englifh, as to prove, if proof was wanting, the abominable adulte¬ 
rations it muft undergo with.us. Drinking and duelling are two charges which have 
long been alledged againft the gentlemen of Ireland, but the change of manners which 
has taken place in that kingdom is not generally known in England. Drunkennefs 
ought no longer to be a reproach, for at every table I was at in Ireland I faw a perfeft 
• freedom reign, every perfon drank juft as little as they pleafed, nor have 1 ever been 
afked to drink a fingle glals more than ,1 had an inclination for; I may go farther and 
affert that hard drinking is very rare among people of fortune; yet it is certain that 
they fit much longer at table than in England. I was much furprifed at firft going over 
to finyl nofummons to coffee, the company often fitting till eight, nine, or ten o’clock 
before they went to the ladies. If a gentleman likes tea or coffee, he retires without 
faying any thing; a ftranger of rank may propofe it to the mailer of the houfe, who 
from cuflom contrary to that of England, will not flir till he receives luch a hint, as 
they think it would imply a defire to fave their wine. If the gentlemen were generally 
defirous of tea, I take it for granted they would have it, but their flighting is one incon¬ 
venience to fuch as defire it, not knowing when it is provided, converfation may carry 
them beyond the time, and then if they do trifle over the coffee it will certainly be cold. 
There is a want of attention in this, which the ladies fhould remedy, if they will not 
break the old cuflom and fend to the gentlemen, which is what they ought to do, they 
certainly fhould have a falver frefli. I muft however remark, that at the politeft tables, 
which are thofe of people who have Tefuled much out of Ireland, this point is conducted 
exactly as it is in England. 

Duelling 
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Duelling was once carried to an excels, which was a real reproach and Randal to 
tTie kingdom; it of courfe proceeded from exteffive drinking ; as tne caiife has ddap 
pearedfthe effed has nearly followed; not however entirely, for it is yet lar more corn, 
men among people of fafhion than in England. Of all pradices a man who felt for 
the honour of his country, would wilh fooneft to bamfh this, for there is not one favour¬ 
able conclufion to be drawn from it: as to courage nobody can question that of a po¬ 
lite and enlightened nation, entitled to a fhare of the reputation ct the age; bu it im¬ 
plies uncivilized manners, an ignorance of thofe forms which govern polite iocieties, or 
die a brutal drunkennefs ; the latter is no longer the caufe or the pretence. As to 
the former, they would place the national charader fo backward, would take from it 
fo much of its pretence to civilization, elegance and politenefs of manners, that no true 
Irifhman would be pleafed with the imputation. Certain it is, that none are to captious 
as thofe who think thetnfelves neglected or defpifed; and none are fo ready to believe 
them Pelves either one or the other, as perlbns unufed to good company. Captious people, 
therefore who are ready to take an affront, mull inevitably have been accuftomed to ill 
company, urtlefs there fhould be fomething uncommonly crooked m their natural dif- 
pofitions, which is not to be fuppofed. Let every man that fights his one, two, t iree, 
or half a dozen duels, receive it as a maxim, that every one he adds to the number is 
but an additional proof of his being ill educated, and having vitiated his manners by the 
contagion of bad company; who is it that can reckon the moll numerous rencontres ? 
who but the bucks, bloods, landjobbers, and little drunken country gentlemen ? Ought 
not people of fafhion to blufli at a pradice which will very foon be the diftmdion only 
of the mod contemptible of the people ? the point of honour will and. muft remain for 
the decifion of certain affronts, but it will rarely be had recourfe to m polite, fcnfible, 
and well-bred company. The pradice among real gentlemen m Ireland every day de¬ 
clining is a ftrong proof that a knowledge of the world corrods the old manners, and 
confequently its having ever been prevalent was owing to the caufes to which I have 

There is another point of manners fomewhat conneded with the preient fubject, 
which partly induced me to place a motto at the head of this fedion. It is the conduct 
of juries: the criminal law of Ireland is the fame as that of England, but in the execu¬ 
tion it is fo different, as fcarcely to be known. I believe it is a tad, at lead I have been 
affured fo, that no man was ever hanged in Ireland for killing another in a ouel: the 
fecurity is fuch that nobody ever thought of removing out of the way of juftice, yet there 
have been deaths of that fort, which had no more to do with honour than (tabbing in 
the dark. I believe Ireland is the only country in Europe, I am fore it is the only 
mrt of the Britifh dominions where affociations among men of fortune are necefiary tor 
aonrehendme ravifiiers. It is fcarcely credible how many young women have even of 
late years been ravifhed, and carried off in order (as they generally have fortunes) to 
gain to appearance a voluntary marriage. Thele adions it is true, are not committed 
bv the dais I am confidering at prefent; but they are tried by them, and acquitted. I 
think there has been only one man executed for that crime, which is fo common as to 
occafion the affociations I mentioned ; it is to this fupine execution of the law that fuch 
enormities are owing. Another circumftance which has the effed of fereemng all forts 
of offenders, is men of fortune proteding them, and making mtereft for their acquittal, 
which is attended with a variety of evil confequences. I heard it boafted in the county 
of Fermannagh, that there had not been a man hanged in it for two and twenty years; 
all I concluded from this was, that there had been many a jury who deferred it richly. 

Let 
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Let me, however, conclude what I have to obferve on the conduft of the principal 
people refitting m Ireland, that there are great numbers among them who areas liberal 
in all their ideas as any people in Europe; that they have fecn the errors which have 
given an ill character to the manners of their country, and done every thing that example 
could efledt to produce a change: that that happy change has been partly effected, 
and is effecting every hour, infomuch that a man may go into a vafl variety of families 
which he will find actuated by no other principles than thofe of the molt cultivated po- 
lirenefs, and the rnoft liberal urbanity. 

But T muff now come to another clafs of people, to whofe conduct it is aimed en¬ 
tirely owing, that the character of the nation has not that luftre abroad, which I dare 
afferE it will foon very generally merit: this is the clafs of little country gentlemen*; 
tenants, who drink their claret by means of profit rents; jobbers in farms; bucks; 
your fellow's with round hats, edged with gold, who hunt in the day, get drunk in the 
evening, and fight the next morning. I (hail not dwell on a fubjeeff fo perfectly difa- 
greeable, but remark that thefe are the men among whom drinking, wrangling, quar¬ 
reling, fighting, ravilhing, &c. &c. &c. are found as in their native foil; once to a de¬ 
gree that made them the peff of foebty ; they are growing better, but even now, one or 
two of them got by accident (where they have no buiinefs) into better company are 
fufficient very much to derange the pleafures that refult from a liberal conversation. A 
new fpirit; new feftuons; ijcw modes of politenefs exhibited by the higher ranks are 
imitated by the lower, which will, it is to be hoped, put an end to this race of beings ; 
and either drive their fons and coiifms into the army or navy, or fink them into plain 
farmers like thofe we have in England, where it is common to fee men with much greater 
property without pretending 10 be gentlemen. I repeat it from the intelligence I re¬ 
ceived, that even this clafs are very different from what they were twenty years ago, and 
improve fo faff that the time will iooa come when the national characler will not be 
degraded by any fet. 

That character is upon the whole refpefitable : it would be unfair to attribute to the 
nation at large the vices and follies of only one clafs of individuals. Thofe perfons from 
whom it is candid to take a general eftimate do credit to their country. That they are 
a people learned, lively, and ingenious, the admirable authors they have produced will 
bean eternal monument; witnefs their Swift, Sterne, Congreve, Boyle, Berkeley, Steele, 
Farquhar, Southeme, and Goldfmith. Their talent for eloquence is felt, and acknow¬ 
ledged in the parliaments of both the kingdoms. Our own fervice both by fea and 
land, as well as that (unfortunately for us) of the principal monarchies of Europe fpeak 
their fteady and determined courage. Every unprejudiced traveller who vifits them 
will be as much pleafed with their chearfulnefs, as obliged by their hofpitality; and 
will find them a brave, polite, and liberal people. 

# This #xpreflifin is not to be taken in 3 general fenfe, God forbid I flicnild give this chara&er of all 
country gentlemen of fmall fortunes in Ireland : I have mvfelf been acquainted with exceptions*— 1 mean 
only that in general they are not the molt liberal people in the kingdom* 
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LETTER I. 

DEAR SIR, Pqrtrujb, July 20, 1784- 

M Y natural curiofity, and the with I had to trace the whole extent of the Bafaltes 
. 0 f this country, induced me to make a fhort voyage, fome days ago, to the ifland 
of Raghery *, which lies fix or feven miles off the north coait of Antrim, oppofite to 

Bally call le bay. ^ _ 

I enjoyed, a good deal of pleafure in examining that little fpot, which to me was almott 
a new kingdom 1 and it an account of it can at all contribute to amufe ail idle hour of 
yours, 1 (hail more than double my own gratification. 

Though the ifland be not very remote, yet its fituation, fo much expofed to the 
northern ocean, and the turbulence of its irregular tides, have thrown fuch difficulties 
in the way of landfmen, that few have vifited it but from neceffity ; and fome curious 
arrangements of the columnar bafaltes, with which it abounds, have never been noticed, 
except by the inhabitants. 

The chalky fc iffs of Raghery, crowned by a venerable covering of brown rock, form 
a very beautiful and pidturefque appearance as one fails toward them ; and if the tur¬ 
bulence of the fea do not red rain the eyes and fancy from expatiating around, fuch a 
finking fimiiitude appears between this and the oppofite coafl, as readily luggefts an idea 
that the ifland might once have formed a part of the adjoining country, from whence it 
has been difunited by fome violent {hock of nature. 

You, to whom demohftration is familiar, will naturally wonder to fee two fliores, 
feven or eight miles afunder, fo expeditioufly conne&ed by fuch a flender and fanciful 
middle term as apparent fimiiitude; and yet the likenefs is fo ftrong, and attended with 
fuch peculiar citeumfiances, that I do not entirely defpair of prevailing even on you to 
acknowledge my opinion as a probable one. 

It does not appear unreafonable to conclude, that if two pieces of land, feparated 
from each other by a chafm, be compofed of the fame kind of materials, fimilarly ar¬ 
ranged at equal elevations, thefe different lands might have been originally connected, 
and the chafm be only accidental. For let us conceive the materials to ba depoJited 
by any of the elements of fire, air, earth, or water, or by any caufe whatever, and it is 
not likely that this caufe, otherwife general, fliould in all its operations regularly flop 
Short at the chafm. 


* Rachlin, Rachrin, 
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The materials of which the ifland of Rnghery is compofed, are accurately the fame 
as thofe of the oppofite Ihore, and the arrangement anfwers fo ctofely, as almolfc to de- 
monftrate at firll view their former union. But to explain this more clearly, it will be 
neceffary to give you a general Iketch of this whole line of coail. 

The northern coaft of Antrim feems to have been originally a compute body ol hme- 
ftone rock, confiderably higher than the prefent level of the fea; over which, at feme 
later period, extenfive bodies of vitrifiable ftone have been luperinduced in a Liate ot 
foftnels. The original calcarious ftratum appears to be very much deranged and inter¬ 
rupted by thefe incumbent maffes. In feme places it is deprefled greatly below its an¬ 
cient level—fhortly after it is borne down to the water’s edge, and can be traceu under 
its furface—by and by it dips entirely, and Teems irretrievably loft under tne luperior 
mafs—in a fliort fpace, however, it begins to emerge, and alter a familar variation reco- 

vers its original height* , . 

In this manner, and with fuch repeated viciflitudes of elevation ana Jeprahon, it par- 
foes a courfe of forty miles along the coaft, from Lough Foyle to Lou^h Larne* 

It naturally becomes an object of curiofity to enquire what the fubnance is from 
which the lime-ftone feems thus to have ihrunk, burying itfcff (as it were in terror) 
under the covering of the ocean : and on examination it appears to be thecolumnar 
bafaltes, under which the lime-ftone ftratum is never found, nor indeed does it ever ap¬ 
proach nearer to it without evident figns of derangement* ^ 

Thus for example - the chalky cliffs may be dittovered a little eaftward from Port- 
ruth ; after a fhort courfe, they are fiiddenly deprefled to the water s edge under Dun- 
luce caftle, and foon after toft entirely in palling near the bafalt lull or Dun luce, whole 
craigs near the fea are ail columnar/ At the river Bufh the lmie-ftone recovers, and 
fkims for a moment along the level of the fea, but immediately \anifhes on appioac mg 
toward the great bafalt promontory of Bengore, under which it is completely lolt lor 
the fpace of more than three miles. 

EafUard from thence, beyond Dunfeverick caftle, it again emerges, and riimg to a 
confiderable height, forms a beautiful barrier to White Park bay and the BaiUmoy more. 
After this it fuffers a temporary depreflion near the bafalt Mil of Ivnockfoghy, and then 
ranges along the coaft as far as Bally caftle bay. 

Fairhead, ftanding with magnificence on its mafly columns of bafaltes, again exter¬ 
minates it \ and once again it rifes to the eastward, and purities its devious com ic, 
forming, on the Glenarni fhores, aline of coaft the moft fantaftically beautiful that can 

be imagined. t . 

If this tedious expedition has not entirely worn out your patience, let i s now take a 
view of the coaft of Raghery itfeif, from the lofty fummit of Fairhead, which overlooks 
it. Weftward, we fee its white cliffs rifing abruptly from the ocean, correlprmclnig 
accurately in materials and elevation with thofe of the oppofite fhoi e, and like t lem 
crowned with a venerable load of the fame vitrifiable rock Eaflward, we beho it t ip 
to the level of the fea, and foon give place to many beautiful arrangements oi baialt 
pillars, which form the eaftern end of the ifland, and lie oppofite to the bafaltesoI an- 
head, affording in every part a reafonable prefumption that the two coafts weie rormer y 
connected, and that each was created and deranged by the fame caufes extennvcly ope¬ 
rating over both. 

But it is not in thefe larger features alone that the fimilitude may be traced ; the 
more minute and accidental circumltances ferve equally well to aleertain it. 

Thus an heterogeneous mafs of freeftone, coals, iron ore, &c. whichTonus the ealt 
fide of Bally caftle bay, and appears qu-te different from the common foifils ot the conn- 
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try, may be traced alfo dir eft ly oppofite, running into Raghery, with circumftances: 
which almbft demonftrably afcertain it to be the fame vein. 

What I would infer from hence is, that this whole coalt has undergone conliderable 
changes in the courfe of fuccfeffive ages ; that thofe abrupt promontories, which now 
run wildly into the ocean, in proud defiance of its boifterous waves, have been rendered 
broken and irregular by fome violent convullion of nature; and that the iflandoi Rag¬ 
hery, Handing as it were in the midft between this and the Scottifli coaft, may be the 
furviving fragment of a large traft of country which at fome period of tune has been 
buried in the deep. 

But I fliall wave this tedious fubject for the prefent, and endeavour to compensate 
for the drynefs of this letter by fome account of the flate and Angularities of this little 

iiland. , , , 

In the mean time, I nmft entreat you will be fo candid as to give me timely notice 
whenever my letters become dull and unentertaining—I fhall otherwife lofe my labour 
to very bad purpofe, as the chief object of them is to amufe you. 

I am, dear Sir, with the greatell refpefl, your affefl;ionate, &c. 


LETTER II. 

dear sir, Portri/Jh, My 27 , 

THE remarkable hazinefs which has prevailed in our atmofphere, during the whole 
of this fummer, both by fea and land, has been very unfavourable to views along the 
coaft, and even in the fhort trip I made to Raghery, gave me reafou to be apprehenfive 
of miffing our courfe, as the rapidity of the tide foon carries a vcflel clear ot the >fland. 
However, with the affiftancc of a gleam from the meridian fun, we got fafely acrofs the 

channel in the fpace of two or three hours. . 

Raghery is near five miles in length, and about three quaitcrs or a mile in breadth ? 
toward the middle it is bent in an angle oppofite to Ballycattle, and forms a tolerable 
bay, affording good anchorage, in deep water with a ilih clay hottom; but a wefterly 
wind, raifes fuch a heavy fvvcll ail along this coaff, that few veffels can lide out a gale 
from that quarter. 

Its tides are very remarkable. Here it is that the great body of water which 
flows from the ocean during the flood tide, to fupply the north pai t ot the Iiifli channel, 
is firil confined and broken in its courfe ; and a large portion of it is returned near the 
weft end of the ifiand, in a counter tide, which fuppes all the loughs and bays for the 
fpace of thirty miles, running toward the weft, along the counties of Antrim, Derry, 
and Donegal 1 ; while in the mean time the true tide of flood runs toward the eaft, at. 
the diftance of a few miles from the coaft, parallel to the former. 

From fuch eddies as this, many Angular irregularities arife, and in feveral phe ’S the 
tide from the v/eftward (or the flood tide, as they denominate it) appears to flow nine 
hours, while the ebb continues only three. 

Sctirntiij who are accultovncd to navigate along this coaft 5 know well now to life tneie^ 
different dreams to good purpofe. I ! cr example: a {hip leaving Dublin with the flood 
tide (which comes into the Irifh channel from the fouthvvard) may with a leading wind 
reach the county of Down ; there the veffelwill fall in with the northern tide of ebb, 
jult then beginning to return to the ocean. With the afliftance of this current, and the 
fame leading breeze, the fhip may fetch the file of Raghery ; where a judicious pilot, 
inilead of oppoffiig the returning tide of flood, may drop into a northern eddy, which 

will 
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will carry him as far as Lough Swilly; where the true tide of ebb will again receive 
him, and bear his (hip out of the weftern ocean. 

Thus by prudent management may he enjoy the advantage of four different fucceffive 
tides, all favourable to his voyage. 

The weftern winds (which prevail here during far the greater part of the year) fweepiiUT 
with an uninterrupted blaft over the Atlantic Ocean, roll a nioft formidable wave along 
this coaft, of which I had fome experience iq crofting to the ifland. The day was un¬ 
commonly ftill, not a breath of wind to ruffle the water, and yet a heavy maje'ric fwell, 
ever heaving forward feemed to threaten ruin to our boat, and frequently hid from view 
even the lofty promontory of Fairhead. From this unruffled furface, however, there 
was not the flighted danger to be apprehended, and our yeffel rofe and defeended on 
the glaffy wave with entire fecurity. How changed was this feenein the courfe of a few 
hours! The moment that the ebb began to return to the ocean, milling in oppofitiou 
to this weftern fwell, all was confufion and tumult. The Jong, wave which had juft be¬ 
fore rolled forward in filent majefty, was now fretted and broken into a tempeftuous 
fea, which the flouteft boats dare not encounter, and even the belt flnps wilh to avoid. 

This alternate feene of peace and war takes place twice every day, and it is bv attention 
to this circum(lance that the paffage is made with tolerable fecurity. 

The little Ikiff in which I navigated was built of very flight materials, and did not 
feem to me well calculated to buffet thefe ftormy feas. I observed that we had received 
a good deal of water into it j and on exprefling my uneafuiefs that there was no 
vifible means of throwing it out, one of the men inftantly took off his brogue, with which 
he foon cleared the vefl'el of water, and put it on his foot again without feeming to feel 
the flighted: inconvenience from the wetnefs of it; leaving me quite at eafe on the fub- 
jeCt of pumping the veffel. 

Raghery contains about twelve hundred inhabitants, and is rather over peopled, as 
there is no con Adorable manufacture which might give employment to any fuperfiuous 
hands *. 

The cultivated land is kindly enough, and produces excellent barley. In a plentiful 
year fix htmdered pounds worth of this grain has been exported from it. The craigy 
pa(lurage fattens a final!, but delicious breed of flieep. Even its inhofpitable rocks fup- 
ply to the hand of induftry a rich fource of wealth, in the fea-weed it affords for the 
manufacture of kelp, which, under an indulgent landlord, often goes near to pay the 
whole rent of the ifland f. 

* From a cenfas (bice hold by tbe pdf,ft t.f tbe Aland, in older tn lay a tax or one (hilling on each perfon 
above the age or fmeen years, for the porpofe of fretting a (W«6-ho U fe. il appears that the numbers amount 
to eleven hundred } there are one hundred and foriy families, which a I moll a vet ape at the rate of ,■(> 
prrf ins to each family . The cenfus has produced a great deal of miealiutfs in the ifland, from an opinion 
that one perfon will die during the year in each family fo numbered. 

t This yeas- an hundred tons of kelp have been exported from Raghery, which was bought by the linen 
bleachers of the north-of Ireland, at 5} 5s per ton, the whole amounting to more than c 25). The annual 
rent of the if) rind is but ^col, r i his entire manufacture is carried on by women and children, while the 
men are employed in more hazardous fervices. At low water the fea-weed is cut bom the rocks and 
fpread out before the fun to dry ; at night it in mi de up in little parcels, which are opened and /taken out 
*^i n whenever the weather permits ; il m procefs is continued till the weed becomes dry euoimh to be 
burnt. A liole m ^hen made in the ground, and a little temporary ktin erc&cd, ufloofe ibace/in which 
the weed is cautioufly and gradually burned. During this proeefs the vegetable fait, and every^hiW not 
capable of being cafily diffipaud by the fire, melts, and coalefces in one mafs at tre bottom oft lie Hlu7 \ n 
this Rate it is exporud, no meant? having been yet eftablifhed here, or in any part of the adjoiuiiuv coaft to 
purify the alkaline Uh from the various tfiixturea of marine fait, &Ch wttli which it abound* “ ' 9 
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The horfes, as well as the flieep* are final l in kind, but extremely femceable, and 
fure footed beyond conception. Of this I had a ftrong proof in a little expedmon 
which i made through the ifland with Mr. Gage, the hofpirable proprietor of it. \ ou 
muft know it was but the other day the people of Raghery recollected that a road might 
be Tome convenience to them, fa that in our excurfion we were obliged to follow the 
old cuftom of riding over precipices, which would not appear contemptible, even to a 

man that enjoyed the full ufe of his legs. , , f 

It feems my horfe, though fifteen orfixteen years old, had never before ielt a biidle 
in his mouth, and after many attempts to flrake it off, in a very critical fituahon, on 
the top of a very fugged precipice, he refilled to proceed one itep farther, while tins 
incumbrance impeded him* Having no other refource I was obliged to comply, and 
was carried over an exceeding dangerous heap of rocks, with a degree or caution wnidi 
amazed me in the mi dll of my terrors* 

It is fomewhat lingular that this ifland fliould not contain any native quadruped, except 
thofe umverfal travellers the rats*, and the little fffcrew moufe which is fometimes 
found. But the various tribes of foxes, hares, rabbits, badgers, &c. for which it migut 
afford excellent flicker, and which abound on the oppofite ihore, are hefe unknown. 
A few brace of hares indeed were lately introduced by the proprietor, which bid fair 
to produce a large increafe* 

A good many years ago, Lord Antrim gave orders to his huntfman to tranfport a 
couple of foxes into the ifland, for the purpofe of propagating that precious breed of 
animals. But the inhabitants affembled in confternation, and having fubfcribed each a 
hank of yarn, prevailed on the huntfman to difobey orders. However he was fharp 
enough to take the hint, and for fome years paid his annual vifit to Raghery, for the 
purpofe of raifmg a regular tribute, to fave the poor i(landers from thole defoiating 
invaders* 

The inhabitants are a fimple, laborious and honeft race of people, and po fiefs a 
degree of affection for their ifland which may very much furprife a (hanger. In con- 
verfation they always talk of Ireland as a foreign kingdom, and really have fcarcely any 
intercourfe with it except in the way of their little trade* A common and heavy curie 
among them is—“ May Ireland be your hinder end. 1 * 

From this amtirpatr'uz arifes their great population, notwithftanding the perils which 
attend their turbulent coalt, as they never entertain a thought of Crying to better their for¬ 
tune, by fettling in any of the neighbouring towns of Antrim* * 

The tedious proccffcs of civil law are little known in Raghery; and indeed the af¬ 
fection which they bear to their landlord Y whom they always fpeak of by the endearing 
name of maker, together with their own fimplicity of manners, renders the interference 
of the civil magiffrate very unneceffary. The feizure of a cow or a horfe, for a few 
days, to bring the defaulter to a fenfe of duty ; or a copious draught of fait-water from 
the furrounding ocean in criminal cafes, forms the greater part of the iantlions and 
punifhments of the ifland* If the offender be wicked beyond hope, banifhment to Ire* 
land is the dernier refort, and foon frees the community from this peffilential member. 

In a fequeftered ifland like this, one would expefl: to find bigoted fuperltition flourifh 
fuecefsfully under the aufpices of the Romifli church; but the fimplicity of the iflaiiders 
does not Fofter any uncharitable tenets, and, contrary to one*s expe&ation, they are 

* I had fome Ho fie that the native bla ck rat of this kingdom, might have fee u red a retreat in this it* 
queltered ifland, but in valn r their powerful northern enemies, with the cruelly of the old Danes, but with 
more fuccefs, have uttei ly exterminated the natives, and the rat of Norway has completely extended hie 
waffeful dominion over Raghery* 
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neither grofsly fuperftitious, nor rank bigots, but have been known to hold the unchrif- 
tian doctrines of their late Spanifh prieft in great contempt; nay, in cafes of neceffity 
they do not fcruple to apply for affiftance to the Pro te If ant minifter. Of their good will 
to the eftablilhed church, they give an annual proof which one rarely finds in any other 
part of Ireland: the minifter’s ty the amounts to about look per annum, and when the 
iilanders have got in their own harvefl, they give the parl'on a day with their horfes and 
cars, and bring the entire tytbe home to his farm yard. 

The chief desideratum of the illauders is a phyfician, the want of whom they feem to 
ccnuderas their greateft misfortune, though their mailer appears to be of a very diffe- 
rent femimerit; and indeed the remarkable population of Raghery makes much in fa¬ 
vour of his opinion. 

Small as this fpot is, one can neverthelcfs trace two different characters among its inha¬ 
bitants. The Kenramer, or weftern end, is craggy and mountainous, the land in the 
rallies is rich and well cultivated, but the coaffc deflitute of harbours. A fingle native 
is here known to fix his rope to a flake driven into the furnmit of a precipice, and from, 
thence, alone, and unaflifted, to fwing down the face of a rock in queft of the nefls 
of lea fowl. From hence activity, bodily flrength, and felf-dependence, are eminent 
among the Kenramer men. Want of intercourfe with flrangers has preferved many pe¬ 
culiarities, and their native Irifh feems to be the univerfal language. 

The Ufhet end, on the contrary, is barren in its foil, but more open and well fup- 
plied with little harbours ; hence its inhabitants are become fifliermen, are accuftomed 
to make fliort voyages, and to barter. Intercourfe with flrangers has rubbed ofF many 
of their peculiarities, and the Engliih language is well underftood and generally fpoken 
among them. 

This dtflin&ion I fear may feem foolilhly fpeculative, confidering the diminutive ob¬ 
ject of it, and yet I allure you it is a matter of fatt; and the inhabitants themfelves 
are fo well aware of it, that in perilous fixations different offices and ftations are ap¬ 
pointed to each, according as he is an Ulhet or Kenramer man. 

Raghery has formerly been as it were a flepping-ftone between the Irilh and Scottifli 
eoalls^ which the natives of each country alternately ufed in their various expeditions, 
and for which they frequently fought. 

A number of final! tumuli were lately opened in a little plain about the middle of 
the ifland, probably the monuments of fo many heroes who in former ages had fallen 
honourably in this very field of battle. The chief hinifelf lay in a (lone coffin, and 
befide him an earthen velfel flood, which, by the refiduum Hill vifible, feemed for¬ 
merly to have contained an offering of blood, or fome perilhable animal fubftance. Within 
the tumuli lay a confiderable number of human bones, the remains of more ignoble 
men who might have fallen by the like fate of war. 

Brazen fwords, and fpear heads of the lame metal, found in this plain, bear ftrong 
evidence of the bloody fcenes which have been tranfaefed here in remote ages. A 
large filver fibula was found in one of the tumuli, which is depofited in the mufeum 
of Trinity college, Dublin; the workmanlhip is good, and argues confiderable Ikill in 
the artift. 

The traditions of the country do not go beyond the obfeure period of Scottifli and 
Danifli incurfions, which have alternately ravaged and depopulated the ifland. The 
memory of a cruel maffacre, perpetrated by a Scottifli clan (I think the Campbells) 
remains fo ftrongly impreffed on the minds of the prefent inhabitants, that no perfon 
of that name is allowed to fettle in the ifiand.. 
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-n,' - n(y the difturbances in Scotland which focceeded the appointment of Baliol to 
the crowa-of R^hery '«•** 

(£*£**£., k may tad J beconfideraW,older as dm time which Bruce fpeot 

in Raehery was fcarcely fofficient for the purpoie of erecting it. 

Onp th;L concern in* r thiscaftle is worth remarking, that the lime of wine a it .s built, 
has been burned \v«h feacoal, the cinders of which are ftill vifibla m it, anu bear fo 
ftrone a refemblance to the cinder of the Ballyeaftle coal, as makes u extreme*) pi o >a - 
that our information concerning the collenes of that place were !ar ram an 

rinal difeovery. Indeed there is reafon to believe mat they were both well known, and 
extenfively wrought at a period of time when few people imagine the civilization or 
finances of this kingdom were equal to fo expenfive an undertaking 1. _ . 

But this is a curious fubjeft, and I fliall take fome other opportunity of 
more information when you may not be fatigued with fo large, and I fear lo tedious a 

letter. 


LETTER III. 

„ .. Parimjb , July 3 °* 

dear sir, j j j 

IN my return from Raghery, I fpent a few days at Ballycaftle, a town pretty con. 
filterable in this part of the world, which has been almolt entirely the creation of one 

man, a Mr. Boyd, who died fame years ago. . 

According to the Perfian fyftem of moral duties J, it is likely Ireland cannot boaltot 
an Individual who has more folly difeharged his trait than old Mr.Boyd ; -not|>oflefied 
of any confiderable fortune, not fupported by powerful natural connexions, nor en¬ 
dowed with any very foperior talents, this man opened public roads, formed a harbour, 
built a town, eifoblifhed manufactures, and lived to fee a wild and kuvlefs country be- 
come populous, cultivated, and civilised. In the molt literal fenfe his foul Teems to have 
animated this little colony; in him it enjoyed life and ftrength, and with him all vigour 
and animation periflied. By an ill-judged diftribution of Ins fortune, and various un¬ 
toward and unforefeen accidents, the manfafiures of glafs were neglected, the breweries 
and tanneries were mifmanaged, the harbour became choaked ^vitii fand, and even the 
collieries (from particular drcumftances) are not wrought with fuch fpirit as the prefent 

* a Jpfc cum unu plmimque comite, interim foliis, per loca maxima irreulta pererrabat, et cum ne 
Tic quick m iibi tutus a civiiim perfiiia et ho ft mm crudel it ate viderctur, in jTLbudas^ ad veterem quondam 
amicum tranfmiiit. JJ ll h probdife this wty th time when Bruce cause to R fishery . Buchanan ft Hilt* 8cot. 

Fordmi, Barbour, ^c. specially mention hU rdukncc In Racblin, J, P, 

4* mav perhaps be imagined that the coals have been brought from Lntam ; hut a little reflection will 
fliew that to be extremely improbable, even fo late as the time of Robert Bruce. It was but jolt Mien that 
Che Engliih themfetves had difcfcWed the ufc of fea-coai as a fuel; and we find in the time of Edward L that, 
after being tried in London, they were immediately prohibited on a hilly opinion, that the vapour vyas 
noxious to the health of the inhabitants. !t is not therefore, to he readily believed, that at this early period 
^England could have had any extenfive export trade in coak ; or, if fo, it mull have been to lame populous 
and civilised country, to fome fafe harbour, to a great and commercial town $ hut, at the lime we ipeak o', 
she Britifli Jeharte do not lay down a (ingle village in all thtu line of coaih 

£ « Fairc im enfant* et labourer no qbamp; ,? Vide Muiitcftjuieuk IktJian Letter®, i 
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proprietor would wifb to exert In fiiort, this gentleman conffrailed a moil excellent 
machine, but unfortunately left it without any permanent principle of motion. 

The eaftern fide of Ballycaftle terminates in the bold promontory of Fairhead. Be¬ 
tween this and the town lie the collieries, in an abrupt bank which overhangs the fca. 
Ships, however, cannot derive much advantage from this circumftance, as the unshel¬ 
tered fituadon of the place, and the prevailing weftern winds, make a delay on the coall 
extremely dangerous, and renders it difficult to embark the coals* 

The different foffils which generally lie above the coal, are till, or flate-coal, iron ore, 
and freeftone *. 

It unfortunately happens that thde beds (like moft of the foffils of this kingdom 
which are formed in layers) dip, or underlie, to the Southward ; hence it follows, that 
when an horizontal adit, or level, has been pufiied forward to the bed of coal, from the 
Jtecp bank which face§ toward the north, the men, in following the mine, are obliged 
to work downward, and have no means of carrying off the water ; whereas if the dip 
of the beds were in the contrary direction, (that is, toward the north,) the work muff be 
all up hill, by which the loaded waggons would have an eafy defcent outward, and all 
the water mu ft conftantly flow off toward the fea. 

In my laft letter I mentioned fome reafons which might induce one to think that thefe 
collieries were wrought at a very remote period of time j but an accidental difcovery 
has lately put that matter beyond doubt, and has laid open a very curious circumilance 
in the ancient hiltary of this country* 

About twelve years ago the workmen, in pufifing forward a new adit toward the 
coal, unexpefiedly broke through the rock f into a cavern. The hole which they 
opened was not large, and two young lads were made to creep, in with candles, to ex¬ 
plore this new region. They accordingly went forward, and entered an extenfive laby¬ 
rinth branching off into numerous apartments, in the mazes and windings of which 
they were at lalt completely loft. After various vain attempts to return, their lights were 
extinguiflied, and they fat down together in utter defpair of an efcape from this dreary 
dungeon. In the mean time, the people without in the drift were alarmed for their 
fafety; frefh hands were employed, a paffage was at laft made for the workmen, and 
the two unfortunate adventurers extricated after a whole nights imprifonment. 

On examining this fubterranean wonder, it was found to be a complete gallery which 
had been driven forward many hundred yards to the bed of coal; — that it branched off 
into various chambers where the miners had carried on their different works ;—that 
pillars were left at proper intervals, to fupport the roof j in Abort, it was found to be 
an extenfive mine, wrought by a fet of people, at leaft as expert in the bufmefs as the 
prefent generation. Some remains of the tools, and even the bafkets ufed in the works,, 
were difeovered, but in fuch a ftate, that on being touched they immediately fell to 
powder. 

* I was very much pleafed with the difcovery of a natural procefs among theft foffils, not very unlike our 
artificial one For making cry flats of artificial vitriol. You know that martial or green vitriol is a fait Formed 
2mm the calx of iron united to the vitriolic acid, and that the component parts of fulphur are phlogifton, 
or the principle of inflammability, united to the vitriolic acid. It fo happens that a thin layer of iron ore 
lies immediately over a bed of coal; in the places where this isexpofed to the air and leather, the fiilphur 
of the coal becomes decompofed, loling its phlogifton, while its other principle, namtly the vitrioli. , d 9 
uniting with the calx of the iron, forms cry Hals of green vitriol, which He in confidtrable quantity between 
the two layers. 

■f The adit is carried along the frde of a courfe of hard rock, which cuts all the layers of coal, running 
north and fouth In a direction perpendicular to the horizon, It is called here a Gatiror March, and I ap¬ 
prehend h the fame as what the Comiffi miners call a Crofs Gdfanu 
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The antiquity of this work is pretty evident from hence, that there does not remain 
the mod remote tradition of it in the country; but it is ftjll more ftrongly demonftrable 
from a natural procefs which has taken place fince its formation, for ftalathte pillars 
had been generated, reaching from the roof of the pit to the floor; and the beds ami 
fupports were found covered with fparry inerflftations, which the prelent workmen do 
not obierve to be depofited in any definite portion of time. 

The people of this place attribute thefe works to the Danes ; but a very flight con- 
fideration of the matter mull; fatisfy any one that this opinion is ill founded. Ihe 
Danes were never peaceable poffeffors of Ireland, but always engaged in bloody wars 
with the natives, in which they were alternately vigors and vanquifhed. Like the eat- 
tern defendants of Ithmael, they flood at perpetual bay with all the world, their hand 
a^ainfi every man, and every man’s hand againfi; them. _ . 

^It is not l’urely to the tumultuary and barbarous armies of the ninth and tenth cen¬ 
turies, whofe faai'veft of wealth and power could only be expected from the rapid and. 
hazardous ravages of war, that we are to attribute the flow and toilfome operations of . 
peace which are carried on only where population, civilization, and trade flourilh in an 

extreme degree. . . 

While Ireland lay yet pvoflrate and gafping under the fatal wounds received in a 
bloody ftruggle of two hundred years, againft thofe northern invaders, the Englifli,.. 
under Henry II. made their fuceefsful inroad, and eafily eflabliflied themfelves in a 
feeble and dill rafted country; from which time, till the beginning of the preient cen¬ 
tury, this ifland prelents nothing to our view but a wafteful feene of mifery and defola— 
tion. That thefe colleries could have been wrought during this period feems extremely 
improbable. We are all along execrated by the Englifli writers as a nation of barba¬ 
rians, and our country eurfed as a wildernefs of forefts and bogs. It is not then to be 
fuppofed that a favage people ihould ran lack the bowels of the earth for coal, while 
their woods and bogs afforded fuch abundant fuel to their hand. 

Upon the whole, during the dreary interval of near a thoufand years, from thq 
eighth to the eighteenth century, it is in vain to look for the laboured works of induf* 
try and peace, in a kingdom where war was the only trade, and where all property 
turned on the edge of the fword 

LETTER IT. 

dear sir, ’ Porirujb , Auguft 3 , 

IN riding from Ballycaftle to Portmfli, I went a fhort way off the beaten road, to 
fee a whimfical little fifhing rock, connefted to the main land by a very extraordinary 
flying bridge; it is called Carrick-a-rede, (or the rock in the road,) and lies fomewhat 
eaflward from Ballintoy, on a mod romantic fliore. I was quite delighted with the 
pifturefque appearance of this little fanciful filhery, of which I mu ft beg leave to give 
you a lhort account; however, as I am a great advocate in favour of Mr. Locke’s fyitem 
of a dictionary of piftures, in preference to a diftionary of tedious d.fcriptions, I Ihall 
inclofe you a drawing, of Camck-a-rede, from a Iketch which my draft]man made on 
the fpot. 

At a particular feafon of the year the falmon fifli come along the coaft in queft of the 
different rivers in which they annually call their fpawn. In this expedition the tifli ge- 

f Some extraneous remarks on Iriflt antiquities arc omitted. 
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nerally fvvim pretty clofe to the fliore, that they may not niifs their port \ and thdfi/her* 
men, who are well aware of this coafling voyage of the falmon, take care to project their 
nets at fuch p laces as may be mo ft convenient for intercepting them in their courfe. 

It fo happens that Carritk-a-rede is the only place on this abrupt coaft which isfuited 
for the purpufe. Here then, or no where, muft be the fifhcry j blit how to get at the 
rock is the qtiefKon. A chafm full lixty feet in breadth, and of a depth frightful to 
look a+ t feparates it from the adjacent land, in the bottom of which the lea breaks with 
an uninterrupted roar over the rocks ; the ifland itfelf is inacceffible on every fide ex¬ 
cept one jpot, where under the (lidter of an impending rock, a luxuriant herbage 
fkmrifhes ; but the wildnds of the eoaft a and the turbulence of the fea, make it very 
difficult to land here¬ 
in this perplexity there is really no refource* except in attempting to throw a bridge 
of ropes from the main land to the iiland, which accordingly the fifhermeti every year ac- 
C'ompHlh * in a very lingular manner : two Itrong cables are extended acrofe the gulph 
by an expert climber, and fattened firmly Into" iron rings mortifed into the rock on both 
Jules ; between thefe ropes a number of bdSrds, about a foot in breadth, are laid in 
fueceflioii, fuppoiled at intervals by-crofs cords; and thus the pathway is formed, 
which, though broad enough to bear a man’s foot with tolerable convenience, does by 
no means hide from view the pointed rocks and raging fea beneath, which in this fitua- 
tion exhibit the fatal effects of a fall, in very llrong colouring : while the Twinging^ and 
undulations of the bridge itfelf, and of the hand rope, which no degree of ttmfion can 
prevent in fo great a length, fuggeft no very comfortable feelings to perfqns of weak 
nerves. Upon the whole, it is a beautiful bridge in the feenery of a landfcape, but a 
frightful one in real life. 

The mode of ft filing on this coatt is different from any I have feen, perhaps It may 
be new to you : 

The net is projefted direfily outward from the fiiore, with a flight bend, forming a 
Jbofom in that direction in which the falmon come : from the remote extremity a rope 
is brought obliquely to another part of the fbore, by which the net may be fwept round 
at pleai'Ure, and drawn to the land ; a heap of fmall ftones is then prepared for each 
perfon: all things being ready, foon as the watchman perceives the fifh advancing to the 
net, he gives the watch-word f : immediately fome of the fifhermen feize the oblique 
rope, by which the net is bent round to inclofe the falmoff, while the reft keep up an 
inceffant cannonade with their ammunition of ft ones, to prevent the retreat of the fifh 
till the net has been completely pulled round them ; after which they all join forces, 
and drag the net and fifh quietly to the rocks. 

The falmon fifheries on the fea-coaft, and in the rivers of the north of Ireland, have 
fometimes been very productive, affording a valuable cargo for the Italian markets 
during the time of Lent; the abundance of fifh may in fome meafure be inferred from 
hence^ that fourteen hundred falmon (as I am informed) have been taken in the river 
Ban a at once hauling the net ; and what is airaoft equally remarkable, near one thou* 
fimd were caught at the fucceeding haul. At prefent, however, the fifheries arc but 
fcanty, and it is the prevailing opinion, that too great fuccefs of the river filheries has 
nndorte them, by deftroying the mother falmon, which fhouki be allowed free pallage 
through the rivers to call their fpawn. 

* TltibriJgL: is t}sly thrown acrofs during the tune of the falmon fishery, which is carried on in thclwa* 

jner cronths. 

f At Purtriifh the word is tarrying. 
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Now that I am got upon the fubject of fifhing, let me tell you oi an ainufing infbnce 
of fagacity which I had an opportunity of feeing a fliort lime ago, in a water-dog of this 
country, who had become a 1110ft excellent fifficr : 

In riding from Portrufh to the Giant’s Caufeway with fome company, we had occa- 
fion to ford the river Bufh, near the fea; and as the filhermen were going to haul their 
net, we itopped to fee their fuccefs: As foon as the dog perceived the men to move, 
he in Handy ran down the river of his own accord, and took poll in the middle of if, on 
fome Jhallows where he could occafionly run or fwim, and in this pofition he placed him- 
felf; with all the eagernefs and attention fo ftrongly obfervable in a pointer dog, who 
/ifj’his name :-We were for fome time at a lofs to apprehend his fcheme, but the event 
l'atisfied us, and amply juftitied the prudence of the animal; for the fifh, when they 
feel the net, always endeavour to make diraftly out to lea. Accordingly one of the 
falmon, efcaning from the net, ruihed down the ftreain with great velocity, toward the 
ford, where the dog flood to receive him at an advantage. A very diverting chafe now 
commenced, in which, from the ihallownefs of the water, we could difcern the'whole 
track of the fifli, with all its rapid turnings and windings. After a fmart purluit the 
dog found himfelf left confiderably behind, in conference of l he water deepening, by 
winch he had been reduced to the neceflity of fwimming. But inftead of following 
this dcfperate game any longer, he readily gave it over, and ran with all his Ipeed 
dire&ly down the river, till he was fure of being again fea-ward of the falmon, where he 
took poftas before in his pointer's attitude. Here the fifh a fecond time met him, and 
a frefli purfuit enfued, in which, after various attempts the falmon at laft made its way 
out to the fea, notwithftanding all the ingenious and vigorous exertions of it; purfuer. 

Though the dog did not fucceed at this time, yet 1 was informed that it was no uis - 
ufual thing for him to run down his game; and the fifhermcn allured me that he waS 
of very great advantage to them, by turning the falmon toward the net; in which point 
of view his efforts in fome meafure correfponded with the cannonade of ftones which I 
mentioned at Carrick-a-rcde. 

During the whole of the chafe this fagacious animal feemed plainly to have two ob¬ 
jects in view; one to feize his game, if pollible, and the other, to drive it toward the 
net when the former failed ; each of which he managed with'a degree of addrtffs and 
ingenuity extremely interefling and amazing. 

It is fomewhat unaccountable that mankind fliould look with fo much horror and dif- 
guft on any remote fimilitude, which fome of the brute creation bear to the human pcr- 
fon and features, and yet dwell with pleafure on much nearer approaches toward theit* 
prerogative faculty of reafon. At leaft thus much I am certain of, that we law the 
exertions of this creature with infinite delight, and our regard for him feemed to iucreafe 
in proportion as our idea of his excellence increafed. Perhaps it may be, that a con- 
cioufnefs of decided fuperiority in the latter cafe, makes us obferve the ingenuity of 
lower animals, without the allay of any uncafinefs from an apprehenfion of rivallhip. 

LETTER V. 

HEAR sir. Par Info, Aagufo 

YOU would hardly believe how little remains of Irifh hiftory, language, or cuftoms, 
are to be traced in this part of the country : the revolutions which it has undergone, in 
confequence of forfeitures to the Englifli, and the encroachments of the Scots, have 
overturned every remnant of its original Hate. 

3, During 
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During the time that the Englilh were endeavouring to extend their pale, in every 
direction from the metropolis of the kingdom, over a defperate but difunited enemy, 
the Scottilh dan of MacDonalds, who by an intermarriage had got footing in Ireland, 
began their ravages on the northern coaft of Antrim ; and by the powerful fupport 
which they received from Canlire, and the weftern ifles of Scotland, eftabliflied their 
dominion over a tract of country nearly forty miles in length. 

As the people of thofe days generally followed the fortune of their chief, the greater 
part of the native Irifli who furvived thefe bloody fcenes, tranfplanted tnemfelves elfe- 
where, while the Scots remained peaceable poffelfors of the field ; hence the old tradi¬ 
tions and cultoms of the country were entirely loft; and the few who fpeak the Celtic 
language at all ufe a kind of mixed dialect, called here Scotch Irijh } which is but im- 
perfeftly underftood by the natives of either country. 

The prefent pofleffors are in general an induftrious thrifty race of people. They 
have a great deal of fubftantial civility, without much courtefy to relieve it, and fet it off 
to the bell advantage. The bold ideas of rights and privileges, which feem infeparable 
from their Prelbyterian church, renders them apt to be ungracious and litigious in their 
dealings. On the whole, the middling and lower ranks of people in this quarter of the 
kingdom, are a valuable part of the community: but one mull eftimate their worth as 
a miner does his ore, rather by its weight than its fplendor. 

There are three or four old caftles along the coaft, fituated in places extremely diffi¬ 
cult of accefs, but their early hiftories are for the greater part loft. The moft remark¬ 
able of thefe is the caftle of Dunluce, which is at prefent in the poffeffion of the Antrim 
family. It is fituated in a Angular manner on an ifolated abrupt rock, which projecls 
into the fea, and feems as it were fplit off from the terra firma. Over the intermediate 
chafni lies the only approach to the caftle, along a narrow wall, which has been built 
fomewhat like a bridge, from the rock to the adjoining land; and this circumftance 
muft have rendered it ahnoft impregnable before the invention of artillery. It appears, 
however, that there was oriyinally another narrow wall, which ran acrofs the chains, 
parallel to the former, and that by laying boards over thefe, an eafy paflage might oc- 
cafionally be made for the benefit of the garrifon. 

The walls of this caftle are built of columnar bafalfes, many joints of which are 
placed in fuch a manner as to ihew their polygon fections; and in one of the windows 
of the north fide, the arch it eft has contrived to fplay off the wall neatly enough, by 
making ufe of the joints of a pillar whofe angle was iufiiciently obtufe to fuit his purpofe. 

The original lord of this caftle and its territories, was an Irilh chief, called M'Ouillan, 
of whom little is known, except that, like moft of his countrymen, he was hofpitable, 
brave, and improvident; unwarily allowing the Scots to grow in ftrength, until they 
contrived to beat him out of all his poffiflions. 

In the courfe of my expeditions through this country, I met with an old manufcript 
account of the fettlement ot the Scotch here, of which I fhall give you a fhort extract. 
It will ferve in a good meafure to (hew the barbarous ftate of the inhabitants in the fix- 
teenth century, and the manner in i\ hlch property was fo readily transferred from one 
mailer to another. 

The manufcript is in the hands of the MacDonalds, and therefore moft likely Ipeaks 
rather in their favour. 

About the year 1580, Coll. MacDonald came with a parcel of men from Can- 
tire to Ireland, to affill Tyrconnel again!! great O’Neal, with whom he was then at 
war. 
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In palling through the Root # of the county of Antrim, he was civilly received 
and hbfpitably entertained by Mac Ouillan, who was then lord and n; a iter of the 
Root, 

* c At that time there was a war between Mac QuIIIan and the men beyond the livci 
Rann; for the euftom of this people was to rob from every one, and the ftrongeit 
party carried ir, be it right or wrong, 

fit On the day when Colh Mac Donald was taldng his departure to proceed on his 
journey to Tyrconnell, Mac Ouillan, who was not equal in war to his favage neigh¬ 
bours, called together his militia, or gallogloghs, to revenge his affronts over the Rann ; 
and MacDonald, thinking it uncivil not to offer his ferviee that day to Mac Quilkm, 
after having been fo kindly treated, fent one of his gentlemen with an offer of his fer- 
vice in the field- 

£t Mac Ouillan was right well pleafcd with the offer, and declared it to be a perpetual 
obligation to him and his po fieri ty* So Mac Quillan and the Highlanders went; again ft 
the enemy, and where there was a cow taken from Mac Ouiilan’s people before, there 
were two reffored back : afrer which Mac Quillanaxid Coll* Mac Donald returned back 
with a great prey, and without the lofs of a man. 

Winter then drawing nigh, Mac Ouillan gave Coll, Mac Donald an invitation to 
flay with him at his cattle, advifmg him to fettle himfelf until the fprbg, and quarter 
his men up and down the Root* This Colh Mac Donald gladly accepted j and in the 
meantime feduced Mac Ouillan’s daughter, and privately married her ; on which ground 
the Scots afterward founded their claim to Mac Ouillan’s territories, t 

u The men were quartered two and two through the Root; that is to fay, one of Mac 
Quilian’s gallogloghs and a Highlander in every tenant’s houle. 

t£ It fo happened that the galloglogh, according to euftom, befides his ordinary, was 
entitled to a meatherf of milk as a privilege : this the Highlanders efteemed to be a 
great affront \ and at laft one of them afksd his landlord, £ Why do you not give me 
milk as you give to the other V The galloglogh immediately made anfwer, £ Would 
you, a Highland beggar as you are, compare yourfelf to me, or any of Mac Quillan’s 
gallogloghs V 

<c The poor honeft tenant, (who was heartily tired of them both) faid 0 Pray, gentle¬ 
men, Pll open the two doors, and you may go and fight it out in the fair fields, and 
he that has the vidtory let him take milk and all to htrnfelf/ 

w The combat ended in the death of the galloglogh 5 after which (as my manufeript 
fays) the Highlander came in again and dined heartily. 

" Mac Quillan’S gallogloghs immediately affembled to demand fatisfafficn ; and in a 
council which was held, where the conduct of the Scots was debated, their great and 
dangerous power, and the difgraec anting from the feduflion of Mac QuillaiTs daugh¬ 
ter, it was agreed that each galloglogh fhould kill his comrade Highlander by night, and 
their lord and matter with them ; but Coll. Mac Donald’s wife difeovered the plot, and 
told it to her hufband. So the Highlanders fled in the night time, and eleaped to the 
ifland of Raghery- 

u From this beginning, the Mac Donalds and Mac Quillans entered on a war, and 
continued to worry each other for half a century, till the Englifh power became fo Iti- 
perior in Ireland, that both panics made an appeal to James L, who had juft: then 
afcended’Hhe throne of England. 

* A term by which this north-weft parr of the county of An'rim is always denominated. 

I A velTel commonly ufed by the old Irifh, formed out of one folid piece of wood, and mo ft commonly 
ejf a triangular fhape, 
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“ James had a predilection for his Scotch countryman, the Mac Donald, to whom 
he made over by patent four great baronies, including, along with other lands,all poor 
Mac Quil Ian’s poffeffions. However, to fave fome appearance of juftice, he gave to 
Mac Ouillan a grant of the great barony of Enifhowen, the old territory of O'Doghsrty, 
and fent to him an account of the whole decifton by Sir John Chic heller. 

“ Mac Quillanwas extremely mortified at his ill fuccefs, and very difconfolate at the 
difficulties which attended the tranfporting his poor people over the river Bann, and the 
Louirh Foyle, which lay between him and his new territory. The crafty Englilhman, 
taking advantage of his fituation, by an offer of fome lands which lay nearer his old do¬ 
minions, perfuaded him to cede his title to the barony of Enifhowen. And thus the 
Chichefters, who afterwards obtained the title of Earls of Donegal!, became poffeffed of 
this great eflate; and honefl Mac Quillan fettled himfelf in one far inferior to Eni¬ 
fhowen. 

“ One flory more (fays the manufeript) of Mac Quillan. The eflate he got in ex¬ 
change for the barony of Enifhowen was called Clanreaghurkie *, which was far inade¬ 
quate to fupport the old hofpitality of the Mac Quil Ians. Bury Qge Mac Quiffan fold 
this land to one of Chichefter’s relations, and having got his new-granted eflate into one 
bag, was very generous and hofpitable as long as the bag laded. And fo (continues 
the manufeript) was the worthy Mac Quillan foon extinguished.” 

I fhould not have obtruded the account of the downfall of this Irifh chief, but that 
it affords fo good a reafon for the utter obliteration of every ancient record and monu¬ 
ment in this part of the country ; and will plead my excufe for not addingfomewhat 
to our colledion of Irifh antiquities. 


LETTER VI. 

Dear sir, Portrvjb , Augufl 13 . 

A FEW. days ago, as I rode acrofs the head-land of Bengore, a fudden fhower of rain 
falling very heavily, compelled me to take fhelter in a little cabin, which ftands on a wild 
fpot in the middle of that promontory, on a piece of land called in the Irifh language 
Aird, from the loftinefs of its fituation. A well-looking young woman fat by the fire- 
fide fpinning at her wheel, with a parcel of children playing round her; but, notwith- 
ftanding her induftrious employment, the houf’e bore evident marks of poverty and 
diflrefs about it. 

As the rain (till continued, I had an opportunity of afking feveral queflions concern¬ 
ing the fortunes of this poor family, the hil'tory of which forms fuch a fimple, melan¬ 
choly tale, that I cannot help repeating it to you, though methinks you will accufe me 
of having brought it forward very mal apropos. 

The original adventurer who fettled in this folitary fpot was called Adam Morning, a 
name which he got from foine accidental circumflance, and is deferibed by the peafants 
of the neighbouring hamlet as a clever fellow, and an honefl man. He held his little 
farm, which had never before been cultivated, at the fmall rent of five pounds per annum, 
hoping foon to make it a valuable tenure by the probable effedts of his induflry; and 
on this he built the cottage which I have juft mentioned, failed to his infant powers, but 
fo contrived as to admit of an addition, whenever his fuccefs in improving this barren 
foil fhould entitle him to encreafe his comforts, 

* It i* in another place called Claneaghguikie. 
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By hard labour he focn reclaimed fo much of the land as enabled him to iow a mode¬ 
rate quantity of grain ; but when the toils of the year werealmoft over, and a plentiful 
harvett promifed to reward his iudiifltry, a violent (form s which was feverely felt over the 
whole kingdom, blafted his golden hopes, and the entire produce of his farm was only 
fixteen barrels of oats, out of twenty-four which he had fowed* 

This was a fevere blow to our eflterprifuig farmer, but his refolution was not thus 
haftity to be vanquished ; means were found to pay his rent, a fecond crop was fowed 
the enfuing year, and his land again prefen ted the cheering profpe£t of approaching 
plenty. Once more an inclement feafan, bearing heavily on the undid tered fit nation 
of his new fields, mocked his expectation, and the entire reward of the year s labour 
amounted only to a fmall increafe of grain, little exceeding what he had fowed. 

Few men in this lowly fphere of life would have borne up againfi luch rude and 
repeated fhocks of adverfe fortune ; but the fpirit of our humble adventurer difdained 
to yield to misfortunes which were merely caiual, and which no degree of prudence 
could have guarded again ft. His perfeverancc was ft ill unfiiaken, his health continued 
vigorous, and the land yet promifed to repay him, would Providence but frnile on his 
endeavours* New ways were therefor^ devifed to fave his finking credit; every nerve 
was exerted to pay his rent, and try the fortune oi another year. 

There is a final! bay in the promontory of Bengore, called Port na Spania*, from 
the wreck of one of the celebrated Spanifh armada, which was here dallied to pieces. 
It is entirely furrounded by a monftrous precipice between three and four hundred feet 
high, and is acceffible only by one narrow approach, which is far the moft frightful of 
ail the hazardous paths on this whole coaft. 

By the tenure of his farm the pofleffor was entitled to a quarter of this little bay* 
amounting to about twenty or thirty fquare yards of wild inhofpitable rock f . 

Here Adam and his family, firuggling againft their diftreftes, laboured hard to fup- 
ply their wants by cutting the fea-weed from the rocks, and manufacturing it into kelp, 
which the linen bleachers of the country bought up at a good price j while in the mean 
time the farm was rifi-ng faft, and Ceres began again to fmile propitious. 

One morning, as Adam and his wife were descending down the dangerous path, to 
purfue their daily toil, while they were talking of their growing hopes, even while the 
cheerful profpeft was fmiling in their view, a fudden flip tumbled him headlong front 
the precipice, and dallied him to pieces on the rocks below 

His fon David, the heir of his humble fortunes, had juft then returned from the 
Well Indies, ftill crippled under a wound which he received in the fervice of his coun¬ 
try, on board a man of war, but prepared to aflift the diftreffes of his father with the 
little prize-money which had fallen to his ftiare during his voyages. 

The tar had married a pretty young woman before he went to fea, (the fame whom 
I faw buficd in fpinning,) but inflead of returning to a quiet happy family, he found 
nothing at home but mifery and diftrefs, and faw himfelf almoft entirely adrift in the 
world, with a mother, a wife and children to maintain. The death of his father had 
brought all the hungry creditors forward* fo that he became heir only to the poor cot- 

* The path of defeent to Port na Spania lies in the land of a peafant who is not entitled to any pan of 
the fea coaft, but he receives, as a toll on his highway, every third hundred of kdp manufactured below ; 
and this path, dangerous as it is, yet being the only one, makes it neeefTary to comply with the demand* 

+ The whole bay generally products about four tons of kelp, which is fold at the rate of from five to iljt 
pounds per ton* 

t This melancholy accident happened in the fummer of 1783, when I was in this neighbourhood* 
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tage itfelf, and the naked land which furrounded it. However, it was his inheritance* 
and as fuck he would not part with it. 

The prize-money which he had got on his cruize was, for the convenience of car¬ 
riage (as his wife told me), moftly converted into plate, that is, he returned home with 
a filver watch, a large pair of fjlver knee and fhoe buckles, and fuch other little matters 
of ornament, as the vanity of a fail or, who pays a vifit to his old friends after a long ab- 
fence, commonly delights to exhibit. With thefe David fet out for the firft fair that 
happened in the neighbourhood, to buy a horfe, which was abfolately neceffary for the 
cultivation of his farm ; but he was not In his own element: a jockey foon fell in with 
him, and the tar gave his filver watch, the chief fortune of the family, for a jaded horfe, 
which he afterward found, on enquiry, old enough to have feen the days of Lord Hawke 
and Conflans, being upwards of twenty years of age. 

Our young fanner, alarmed at the marks of debility which too manifeftly flic wed 
themfeivesin his new horfe, and terrified left he might haftily give him the flip, and die 
in his hands, fet out with all expedition to try his fortune at market once more; where, 
with the alliftance of another piece of plate, he foon bartered his antiquated fteed, and, 
under the influence of his late misfortune, purchafed a colt, alrnoft as unferviceable from 
his youth, as the former had been from extreme old age* 

Thefe calamities of the fon were little lefs ruinous than thofe of the father, but with 
this difference, that the misfortunes of the latter being fuch as no human forefight could 
have prevented, he was univerfally efteemed and pitied by the'neighbourhood ; while 
every body laughed at the fimplicity which involved poor David in his diftreffes. 

* However, fotne peafants of the next village, pitying his fituation, admitted him into 
what is here called a neighbour dealings that is, he was allowed to join his colt in the team 
with three of their horfes, and the plough was alternately employed in each man’s farm; 
by this means David has been enabled to till his inheritance, and this year a harveft of 
rich hope feems to promife a reward—whether it ftiall or not, refts with Providence* 

Such is the Ample unadorned hiftory of this poor family, affording an artlefs affeft- 
ing picture of the accidents and diftreffcs of humble life, which I am fure will inlereft 
your feelings, and make you forget the tedioufnefs of this digreflion from my main 
fubjcft* 

LETTER VIL 

dear sir, Porirujh „ Auguji 20* 

IT is a pleafing, as well 1 as an interefting purfuit, to obferve the gradual advancement 
of mankind in any particular obje£l of enquiry ; to trace the wild flioot of infant phi- 
lofophy, from the natural foil in which it has grown, rank and uncultivated, to the gar¬ 
den of fcience, where it blooms in all the improved beauty and vigour which the hand 
of art and induftry can add to it* In this point of view, a little hiftory of the opinions 
which have prevailed concerning the curious combination of pillars in this neighbour¬ 
hood, called the Giants’ Caufeway, may perhaps afford you foine amufenient; and if 
it do not bring with it much folid information concerning the operations of nature, yet 
it may be pleafant enough to fee the various attempts which men have made to explain 
them. 

The native inhabitants of the coaft, as they were the earlleft obfervers of this wonder, 
fo were they the firft to account for its production; and however rude and Ample their 
theory may be, yet a little confideration will fatisfy us that it does not deferve the igno* 

minions 
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ininious appellation of being grofsly barbarous and abfurd. The Caufeway was ob- 
ferved by the fifhermen whofe daily necelfities led theni thither ior fubfiftence, to be a 
regular mole, projecting into the fea, which anfwered for feverai convenient purpofes ; 
on clofer infpection, it was difcovered to be built with an appearance of art and regula¬ 
rity fomewhat refembling the works of men, but at the iame time exceeding every thing 
of the like kind which had been feen : and it was found that human ingenuity and per- 
feverance, if fupported by fufficient power, might be abundantly adequate to its pro¬ 
duction. 

The chief defect in this Ample analogy feems to have been the want of ftrength equal 
to the effeft; but this was loon fupplied in the traditions of a fanciful people, and bin 
ma Cool *, the celebrated hero of ancient Ireland, became the giant under whofe form¬ 
ing hand this curious ftrufture was erected. 

It was afterward difcovered, that a pile of fnnilar pillars was placed fomewhere on 
the oppofite coaft of Scotland, and as the bufinefs of latitudes and longitudes was not at 
that time very accurately afcertained, ji general confufed notion prevailed, that this mole 
was once continued acrofs the fea, and connected the Irifh and Scottifh coafts together. 

Near the end of the lafl century, when this kingdom began to revive from its misfor¬ 
tunes under the regulations of William 111 ., thefpirit of enquiry,which the Royal Society 
of London had juft then called forth, began to bufy itfelf about this Angular and ori¬ 
ginal wonder. At this period we find, among the papers of the Society, a letter from 
Sir Richard Buckly to Dr. Lyfter, on this fubjeft, dated in the year 1693, merits 

of which you may judge by the following extract : 

“ Concerning the Giants’ Caufeway:—Prolixity in a.philofophical defcription I am 
fure you will pardon, for I was very exaft in getting it from a perfon that was rei compos, 
perhaps psritus ; a fcholar, a rn after of arts in Cambridge, and a traveller, who went on 
purpofe with the bilhop of Derry to fee it, &c. 

“ This whole Caufeway (fays the fcholar) confifts of pillars of perpendicular cylin¬ 
ders. The pillars do not confift of joints, as you were informed, but each cylinder is 
one {olid piece, only indeed in breaking, it breaks crofswife, and not lengthwife, which 
we commonly call fplitting; and all the ftones that rife up on the ftrand are all cylin¬ 
ders, though of never fo many different angles, for there are alfo four-fquared upon the 
fame flioref. That the cylinders do not confift of joints is evident from hence, that 
the pieces fo broken off' have their bottom as often convex or concave, as flat or even.” 

Thus has this intelligent traveller demonlirated that thefe pillars have no joints, from 
the very circumftance which of all others renders their articulation molt curious and 
furprifing. 

In confequence of the information which this gentleman gave of the want of joints, 
people began lo compare thefe pillars with the regular fulfils then belt known, the eu- 
trochi, afterise, and the rock chryftal, which, on a diminutive fcale, feemed to bear re- 
femblance wiih the larger maffes in the Giants’ Caufeway ; and to this end a number of 
queries were drawn up by Sir Richard Buikley, which, with their anfwers by Doctor 
Samuel Foley, are publifhed in the Philol'ophical Tranfaftions of that period. 

Such are thefe folio wing : 

<c Are any of the pillars hexagons, or fquares ? or be they pentagons only ? 

* Mr, Mac Pherfon’s more modern Fingal. 

+ Witli all due deference to this Cambridge matter of arts, who fo fcientifically deferibes thefe foiir- 
iquared cylinders, he mull have made force very unaccountable miitakc, or die matters have been (Iran rely 
alterni foice fits time, for there is not now a tingle pillar to be found in the whole Caufeway which b not 
dearly feparabk into very many diftinfl joints. 
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** Have the tops of the pillars any graving® or ftriate lines on them ? 

Is the fuperficies caniculate or otherwise grooved &c. &c. 

All which queries, though truly enough anfwcred, yet produced very little ufs:ful in¬ 
formation ; being entirely diredled to the mere exterior appearance of the Caufeway 
itfelf, without paying any attention to the general features of the coaft, to the attendant 
foffil fubflances, or even to the nature and chemical properties of the ftone itfelf, which 
is utterly different from thofe foffils with which it was then compared. However, the 
Britilh pbilofophers feeni to have purfued the analogy of this fpecies of chryftallization 
with very great confidence; fo that the authors of the late appendix to their Encyclo¬ 
pedia, have endeavoured to give it an air of probability s by delineaiing many of the 
bafalt pillars as terminating in pyramids, like the common rock cryftal, and fome fpe. 
cie.s of falts *. 

To thefe anfwers a {ketch was added, of which an engraving is publiflied in the Philo- 
fophical Tranfadtions, entitled ** A Draught of the Giants’ Caufeway, which lies near 
Bengore Head, in the county of Antrim, by Chriftopher Cole, A. D. 1694.” Of this 
drawing and its imperfeftions, the account which Doftor Foley himfelf gives will be the 
belt defeription : “ He tells me he has not drawn the Giants’ Caufeway as a profpe#, 
nor yet as a furvey or platform, for this he thought would not anfwer his defign ; and 
that he has no name for it but a draught, which he took after this fort. He fuppofed 
the hills and Caufeway to be epitomifed to the fame height and bignefs the draught {hews 
them, and this he fancied the moll intelligible way to exprefs it.” 

Doftor Thomas Molleneux was the firft perfon who took any very con fiderable pains 
to procure information concerning the Giants’ Caufeway, and we havereafon to lament 
that the neceflfary attendance of his profeffion prevented him from making his observa¬ 
tions in perfon, for which he feems to have been well qualified: however, his intelli¬ 
gence was the beft that had yet been collefted. It was found that this fpecies of ftone 
was not confined to the Giants' Caufeway alone, but might be difeovered in the moun¬ 
tain of Dunmull; nay that it was certainly of the fame fpecies with the lapis mifneus, 
or bafaltes of Stolpen, in Saxony, of which a flight defeription had been given by Agri- 
cola, in his Hiftory of Foffils. 

By the influence of this gentleman in the Dublin Society, that body employed a 
painter of fome eminence to make a general fketch of the coaft near the Caufeway; 
but neither the talents nor fidelity of the artift feein to be at all fuired to the purpofe of 
a philofophical landfcape. 

An engraving of this is publifhed under the following title: 

<e A true Profpe£t of the Giants’ Caufeway, near Bengore Head, taken from the 
;North-weft, by Edward Sandys, A. D. 1696, at the Expence of the Dublin Society. 

“ Right Hon. Sir Cecil Week, Knt. Prefident. 

“ Rev. Dr. Afhe, Bifhop of Cloyne, Wm. Molleneux, Efq., Vice-Prefidents.” 

In this true profpe£t, the painter has very much indulged his own imagination, at the 
expence of his employers, info much that feveral tall pillars in the fteep banks of this 
fanciful feene appear loaded with luxuriant branches, fkirting the wild rocky bay of 
Port N offer f, with the gay exhibition of {lately foreft trees. In the back ground he 

* This reprefentatlon of the pillars has probably been taken from a drawing of the bafaltes of Saxony, 
fent many years ago to Gefner, together with a defeription of that fpecies of Hone by ICentman, This draw¬ 
ing contains many errors, and among the reft exhibits pillars of bafaltes with conical terminations* 

f This bay lies immediately caftward from the Caufeway, I have here written the name nearly as it is 
pronounced by the natives, who have fcarce any knowledge of the Irifh language; b\st the proper mode of 
writing it fhouldbc Port oa Bfathach, which fignifiesthe Giants’ Port* 

difeovered 
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difeovered a parcel of rude and ufelefs materials, which his magic pencil foon trans¬ 
formed into comfortable dwelling-houfes, and for chimnies he has happily introduced 
feme detached pillars of bafaltes, which, from their peculiar fituation, and the name 
given to them by the peafants of the country, naturally excited the attention of this ex¬ 
traordinary art ill. And thus were concluded the labours of the laft century, concern¬ 
ing this curious work of nature. . . 

From that period the bafalt pillars of this kingdom paffed almoft unnoticed for half 
a century, and feein to have been viewed cautioufly, and as it were at a diftance, by-men 
of fcience, who appeared flow to engage with an objedl which had hitherto entirely 
baffled the attempts of every theorift. 

In the year 1740, Mrs. Sufannah Drury made two very beautiful and correft paint¬ 
ings of the Giants’ Cauleway, -which obtained the premium appointed for the encou¬ 
ragement of arts in Ireland j and thele drawings being foon after engraved by the hand 
of an eminent artift, and publilhed, the attention of the world was once again directed 
toward this antiquated fubjeft. 

Shortly after this, Do&orPococke, a gentleman of confiderable induflry in philofo- 
phical purfuits, made a tour through the county of Antrim, and was the only perfon 
who appears to have taken a general view of the coafl, of which he has given a curfory 
defeription. But not content with a plain' hiftory of matters of fa&, the learned Doctor 
ventured to Hart a new theory of his own, which 1 fear will not Hand the teft of a cri¬ 
tical examination: to fay the truth, it is little elfe than the do£lrine of the atoms of 
Epicurus in a modern drefs *. 

He conceives that the bafaltes might once have been fufpended in a watery medium, 
either in folution, or as a kind of mud : that at certain times, accidental fits of precipi¬ 
tation took place, in fuch manner as to form a range of Ihort cylinders, whole upper 
ends fliould chiefly be convex: that as thefe joints became fomewhat folid, a fecond fit 
of precipitation took place, forming a fecond range of incumbent joints, which mull 
generally be concave, adapted to the convex : ty of the lower order, and thus, by fuccef* 
five fits of precipitation, he fuppofes a fet of credt cylinders might be generated in con- 
radl: with each other. Now a fet of cylinders can touch only in right lines, and there¬ 
fore mail leave empty fpaces between them j but the pillars being yet foft, and yielding 
to the increafing preffure from above, fliould, he imagines, dilate, and fpread themfelves 
out fo as to fill up the vacuities. And thus he conceives may the polygon articulated 
pillars, of the Giants’ Caufeway, be generated. 

I lhall not delay you by any commentary on this unhappy theory, only to obferve, 
that a more accurate enquiry would have difeovered horizontal and even curved pillars, 
for the produ&ion of which this caufe is utterly inadequate f. 

Such is the hiftory of the Giants’ Caufeway, and fuch have been the labours of the 
learned, and their various opinions concerning its ft rupture, in which, whatever may 
have been already accomplilhcd, much certainly remains to be done, towards a judicious 

* “ Ille ccnfet, in in£nito inani, in quo nihil nec fummum, nee infimum, nec medium, nec uliimum, nee 
extremum fit; its ferri ut, concurfionibus inter fe coherefcant: ex quo cfEciantur, ea qua Cnt, quxquc 
cernantur omnia.” 

"f Mr. D’Acofta, who has publilhed this account of Doftor Pococke’s in his Hillory of Fulfils, ftrangely 
ranges the bafaltes among the clafs of marbles, or Hones allied to marbles, with which it has not any one 
common feature of relemblance, except that it will receive a polilh ; fo that he might with equal propriety 
havecIafTed it with any other hard fubftancc in nature. In truth he feems to be very ill informed on the 
fubjeA imagining this to be the only ftone of the kind ever difeovered, and ii in ama%e to think how far it 
may extend into the fea. 
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arrangement of a fufficient number of materials, whereon to build any general theory 
to Jaiisfv a lvafonablc mind with refpect to its formation. 

In my laft letter I mentioned that the extent of country contiguous to the Caufewav, 
through which all the varieties of this fpecies of Hone prevailed, was much greater than 
had been imagined: and within thefe few years it has been difeovered abroad, that the 
ba (altcs Is a Common fofii! through every part of the world, there being few kingdoms 
v. heie it may not be found under one fhape or another. Hence it has come to pals that 
the 'obfervatfons of men of fcience in diflant places have been united on this lubjecl; 
different theories have been compared together ; and more general analogies fuggefted, 
on which to build feme rational conjectureconcerning the caufe that might have 
produced thefe wonderful pillars. 

It is fomewhat fmgular, however, that during thefe enquiries abroad, all appeals 
which have been made to the Giants 5 Caufe way, in favour of any particular iyflem, 
have always proved fallacious; and Hill more extraordinary, when one confiders that 
thefe errors fliquld have principally arifen from the extreme pains employed in deferib- 
ing Ft, particularly from thbie two accurate and beautiful drawings executed by Mrs. 
Drury, which have really been a Humbling block to moffc of the foreign writers on this 
iubjeft. Thus Monf. Demareft, the ingenious father of the volcanic theory of bafaltes, 
ftrangely imagines that the Caufeway has been a current of lava erupted from the fide 
of a conical mountain, though there is not a mountain of any fort in its vicinity, nor 
■one of that particular fliape within a great many miles of it. The truth is, that gentle¬ 
man faw thefe much celebrated drawings, and ha? midaken the fegment of a fhclving 
cape, at whole bale the pillars Hand, for a portion of a conical hill cut down in the di¬ 
rection of its axis; and this error has been confirmed by the prevailing cuflom of putting 
thofepictures together in the fame frame; fo that the two fegments, Handing back to 
hack, exhibit the appearance of an entire conical mountain, ibch as Mr. Demareft de- 
feribes 

it was alfo obferved by foreigners, that in every drawing and defeription of the Giants' 
Caufe way, particular attention was paid to the circumHance of its projecting into the 
fea ; hence a crude and indefinite opinion was adopted by many writers, that the pillars 
of bafaltes were produced by the refrigeration of a liquid body of lava, in confequence 
of being iuddenly plunged into water* Such is the theory of a Mr, Rafpe, who has 
publifhed an account of the valley of Heffe Caffel, in, Germany, and ftich are the fenti- 
meats advanced by Monf, de Luc, in his excellent Letters addreffed to the Queen of 
England, in which he gives as his opinion, that the ancient volcanos were formed in the 
■ocean, where the fudden cooling of the melted mafs (not to count on the prefence of 
the marine fait) might have determined a regularity of figure in the cooling body f. 

Though this opinion does with much ingenuity a Sign a reafon why the bafaltic piL 
lars are not produced at this day, as they were formerly, yet a little confideration will 
fhe-w that it ought not haftUy to be adopted. Once general experience teaches us that all 

* Je tirnl de cette confer mite rccontui \m confequence que la force de l 'analogic m’autorlfoit a tirer : 
cette eyi.TqLJcncc me fit voir, dans la Chaufee de (Jeans, et dans tome Ic maiTts prifmatiquts que fe mon- 
xrent fur le bord efcarpea dc la mere en Ireland* et un mot dans le foinmet tronqurs, q’on y'appevcoft, 
vrage des eruptions* d'un on de plufieur volcans qui fe font eteint* comme ccuk des Auvergne J, ^See 
Monf Demanit’s Memoir on the Bafaltes of Au vergne, in the volume of the French Academy tor 177 t- 

+ 45 j une cai1 % de plus, dans its volcans ancients, que dans les modemes, pour produire cet 

^{Rt; c 3 eft de s ttre formes dans la iner, ou, fans compter la prefceiu du fel, Pattouchuient feu) dc beau, en 
prodmfam mi condcfifaUon plus fubitc, a pu etre un circonftaace duarminante/' Dc Luc Lettres a U 
Krme dc Grande Bretagne. 
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tumultuary caufes are only adapted to produce tumultuary effe&s : every fpeeies of re¬ 
gular figure produced by cry Utilization, or any mode whatever analogous to it, being 
always more perfect, in proportion as length of time and reft have allowed the different 
particles to unite gradually; indeed a moment’s reflection muft fatisfy any one, that the 
furious encounter of a river of liquid fire with the waters of the ocean, fo far from being 
fuited to form the neat and elegant arrangement of our pillars of bafaltes, can only tend 
to introduce confufion and irregularity. But in truth, any arguments derived from the 
particular fituation of the Giants’ Caufeway wall be found extremely erroneous, becaufe 
the circumftance of its (landing in the fea is purely accidental; fimilar pillars being often 
difcoverable on the fummit of the higheft grounds in its neighbourhood, many hundred 
feet above the level of the beach. 

1 fhall no longer weary your patience by a more minute account of the opinions to 
which this celebrated Caufeway has given birth, but fhall haften to a general view of the 
bold volcanic theories that have been advanced to explain the production of the pillars 
of bafaltes. 

LETTER VIII. 

bear s;r, , Portrujh , Attgvjl 24. 

THE vicinity of the little fifiiing village of Portrufh to the Giants’ Caufeway, has 
afforded me, during my ftay here, ample opportunity to vifit that curious work of na¬ 
ture, and to examine, with a good deal of attention, the features of the adjoining coun-. 
try, which has hitherto been very imperfectly known. 

The Caufeway itfelf is generally deferibed as a mole or quay, projecting from the bafe 
of a fteep promontory, fome hundred feet into the fea, and is formed of perpendicular 
pillars of baialtes, which Hand in contact with each other, exhibiting an appearance not 
much unlike a foiid honeycomb. The pillars are irregular prifms, of various denomi¬ 
nations, from four to eight fides * j but the hexagonal columns are as numerous as all 
the others together. 

On a minute infpection, each pillar is found to be ff parable into feveral joints, whofe 
articulation is neat and compad beyond expreflion, (he convex termination of one joint 
always meeting a concave focket in the next; befides which, the angles of one fre¬ 
quently (hoot over thofe of the other, fo that they are completely locked together, and 
can rarely be feparated without a fratture of fome of their parts. 

The fides of each column are unequal among themfelves, but the contiguous fides of 
adjoining columns are always of equal dimenfions fo as to touch in all their parts. 

Though the angles be of various magnitudes, yet the fum of the contiguous angles 
of adjoining pillars, always makes up four right ones. Hence there are no void lpaces 
among the baialtes, the (iirface_oi the Caufeway exhibiting to view a regular and com¬ 
pact pavement of polygon (tones. 

The outfide covering is foft, and of a brown colour, being the earthy parts of this 
ft one nearly deprived of its metallic principle by the action of the air, and of the marine 
add which it receives from the fea f. 

* McmSeor Faujas de St. Fond took much pains to featcli for pillars of nine fides among the bafaltes of 
V ivarais, in Conftquei.ee of [he account which Mr. Molknenx and Mon lieur dc Lille nave that fucli were 
to be found ; hot there is little doubt that both thefe gentlemen were niiftafeen, as none of that denomina¬ 
tion arc to be (iifcovrred at the Giants' Caufeway or its neighbourhood. Indeed ofiagonal pillars are.very 
rarely t o be meL with. * * •> 

t 1 111-: coating contains iron which lias loft its pMogifton, and is nearly redncul to a (late of calx • for 
With a very moderate heat it becomes a bright red ochre colour, the attendant of :i iron earth 

VOL. III. 
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Thefe are the obvious external characters of this extraordinary pile of bafaltes, ob- 
ferved and defcribed with wonder by every one who has feen it. But it is not here that 
our admiration fhould ceafe; whatever the procefs was, by which nature produced that 
beautiful and curious arrangement of pillars fo confpicuous about the Giant’s Caufeway, 
the caul'e, far from being limited to that fpot alone, appears to have extended through a 
large traft of country, in every direftion, infomuch that many of the common quarries* 
for feveral miles round, leeni to he only abortive attempts towaids the production of a 
Giant’s Caufeway. 

From want of attention to this circumfiance, a vaft deal of time and labour have 
been idly ipent in minute examinations of the Caufeway ltlelf; in nacing its couife 
under the ocean, purfuing its columns into the giound, determining its length and 
breadth, and the number of its pillars, with numerous wild conje&ures concerning its 
original’; all of w'hich ceafe to be of any importance, when this fpot is confidered only 
as a fmall corner of an immenfe bafalt quarry, extending widely over all the neigh¬ 
bouring land. 

1 he leading features of this whole coaft are the two great promontories of Bengore 
and Fairhead, which Hand at the diftance of eight miles from each other; both 
formed on a great and extenfive fcale; both abrupt toward the fea, and abundantly ex- 
pofed to obfervation, and each in its kind exhibiting noble arrangements of the diffe¬ 
rent fpecies of columnar bafaltes. . . „ 

i he former of thefe lies about feven miles weft of Ballycaftle, and is generally 
defcribed by feamen, who fee it at a diftance, and in profile, as an extenfive headland, 
running out from thecoaft to aconfiderable length into the fea; but, ftriftly fpeaking, 
it is made up of a number of leffer capes and bays, each w ith its own proper name, 
the tout enfmble of which forms what the feamen denominate the headland of Bengore. 

Thefe capes are compofed of a variety of different ranges of pillars, and a great 
number, of ftrata; which, from the abruptnefs of the coaft, are extremely confpicuous, 
and form an unrivalled pile of natural architeaure, in which all the neat regularity and 
elegance of art is united to the wild magnificence of nature. 

The moft peifed of thefe capes is called Pleafkin, of which I ftiall attempt a defenp- 
tion, and along with it hope to lend a drawing which my draft I man lias taken fiom the 
beach below, at the rifk of his neck; for the approach from thefe promontories down 
to the fea, is frightful beyond defeription, and requires not only a ftrong head, but 
very confiderable bodily activity to accomplifh it. 

The fummit of Pleafkin is covered with a thin graffy fod, under which lies the natu¬ 
ral rock, having generally an uniform hard furface, fomewhat cracked and Ihivered. 
At the depth of ten or twelve feet from the fummit, this rock begins to a flume a colum¬ 
nar tendency, and forms a range of maffy pillars of bafaltes, which (land perpendicu¬ 
lar to the horizon, prefenting, in the fliarp face of the promontory, the appearance 
of a magnificent gallery or colonade, upward of fixty feet in height. 

This colonade is fupported on a folid bafe of coarfe, black, irregular rock, near fixty 
feet thick, abounding in blebs and air holes, but though comparatively irregular, it 
may be evidently obferved to affeft a peculiar figure, tending in many places to run into 
regular forms, refembling the Ihooting of falts and many other iubttances during a 
hafty cryftallization. 

Under this great bed of ftone ftands a fecond range of pillars, between forty and 
fifty feet in height. lefs grofs, and more fharply defined than thofe of the upper ftory, 
manv of them, on a clofe view, emulating even the neatnefs of the columns in the 
3 <■ Giants’ 
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Giants’ Caufeway. This lower range is borne on a layer of red ochre ftone, whicti 

ferves as a relief to (hew it to great advantage■ _ , r c . . 

Thefe two admirable natural galleries, together with the interjacent mafs of irregular 
rock form a perpendicular height of one hundred and feventy feet; from the bale of 
winch, the promontory, covered with rock and grafs, Hopes down to the fea for the 
fpace of two hundred feet more, making in all a mafs of near four hundred feet in 
height, which in beauty and variety of its colouring, in elegance and novelty of arrange¬ 
ment, and in the extraordinary magnitude of its objects, cannot readily be rivalled by 

any thing of the kind at prefen t known i- . c , 

Though there are but two complete ranges of pillars which appear in any of the pro¬ 
montories, yet is not improbable that there may be many more in fucceffion, at various 
depths under ground; and this opinion is confirmed by columnar marks whicn may 
be traced in feveral rocks that lie in the fea. The Caufeway itfelf, which is fituated at the 
bafe of one of thofe promontories, on.the level of the beach, is one of thofe columnar 
beds that has been accidently (tripped and wafhed by length of time and /forms. 

The pillars of this whole headland appear naturally to affect a perpendicular fituatiou, 
and in the few places where they lie in an inclined pofture, it feenis to be the cfledl of 
fome external caufe, which has deranged them from their original difpofition. Indeed 
where the forms of cryftallization are imperfeft, they may be feen to fhoot in various 
directions, and fometimes in irregular curves, but in moft of thefe inftances the co¬ 
lumnar outline is very rude and unfinifhed. 

It is worth remarking, that the ranges of pillars are more perfect in proportion as 
they lie deeper under ground } the fecond range in Pleafkin is evidently better finifhed 
than the upper one, and contains much fewer irregularities in the grain of its (tone ; 
while the pillars of the Caufeway, which runs into the fea itfelf, have hill a greater fharp- 
nefs in their figure, and are more clofe and uniform in their texture. 

Such is the general outline of this great headland, which affords obje&s extremely 
interefting to every one who may wifh to ftudy Nature in her bold and uncommon 
works. 

At the diflance of eight miles from hence (as I mentioned before) the promontory 
of Fairhead J raifes its lofty fu[limit more than four hundred feet above the fea, form¬ 
ing the eaftern termination of Ballycaftle bay. It prefents to view a vaft compact mafs 
of rude columnar ftones, the forms of which are extremely grofs, many of them being 
near one hundred and fifty feet in length, and the texture fo coarfe §, as to refemble 
black fchorle ftone, rather than the clofe fine grain of the Giants’ Caufeway bafaltes. 
At the bafe of thefe gigantic columns, lies a wild wafte of natural ruins, of an enormous 
fize, which in the courfe of fucceflive ages have been tumbled down from their founda¬ 
tion by florins, or fome more powerful operations of nature. Thefe maflive bodies 
have fometimes withftood the Ihock of their fall, and often lie in groupes and clumps 

* The only inftances of different ranges of bafaltes that have hitherto been difeovercd, occur in the va¬ 
luable work of Monf. Fatijas de St. Fond, on the volcanos of Viva rats, &c. but the arrangement which 
appears there, even with the neatnefs that always attends an engraving, is greatly inferior to that of PItalkin. 

f Mr. Pennant is much miftaken in his opinion that the little ifiaud of Staffs, whofe greateft height is 
but one hundred and twenty-eight feet, contains any objeft equal to the bold promontories of Bengore. 
Neither are the betl fpecimens of pillars at Staffa at all comparable to thofe of the Giants’ Caufeway, in 
neatnefs of form, or fingularity of articulation. 

J This is the Rhodogium Promontorium of Ptolemy the geographer. 

\ Thefe pillars do not, at firft view, appear to have any marks of articulation ; hut, on obferving fuch 
as have fallen down from the top of Fairhead, they are found to be often feparated into pretty regular joints 
by the force of the fall. 
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of pillars, refembimg many of the varieties of artificial ruins, and forming a very novel 
ami finking landfcape. 

A favage wildnefs eharaSrerizesthis great promontory, at the foot of which the ocean 
rages with uncommon fury* Scarce a Angle mark of vegetation has yet crept over the 
hard rock to diverfify its colouring, but one uniform grevnefs clothes the fccne all 
around* Upon ihe whole, it makes a fine contrail: with the beautiful capes bf Ben gore, 
where the varied brown fhades of the pillars, enlivened by the red and green tints of 
ochre aruTgraft, caft a degree of life and cheerfiilnefs over the different obje&s. 

Though 1 have particularly deferibed the bafalt pillars of thefe two magnificent pro¬ 
montories, yet there are many other fimiiar arrangements through this country, which, 
though left worthy of admiration as great objects, yet become extremely interefting 
when one wifhes to fearch minutely into the natural caufes which might have produced 
thefe extraordinary pillars* 

The mountain of Dunmull, lying between Colerain and the river Both, abounds in 
this fpecies of fione, particularly at the craigs of Ulamore, where two different ranges 
of columns may be difeovered; and at mofi of the quarries which have occafionally 
been opened round the mountain. They may be feenalio at Duniuce-hili, near the cafift 
of Uunluce : in the bed of the river Ruth, near the bridge of Buihmills: on the fum- 
mit of the mountain of Croaghmore: in many parts of the high land over Ballintoy : 
in the ifiand of Raghery, and various other places, through an Extent of coaft about fif¬ 
teen miles in length, and two in breadth 

l fhall not at prefect delay you with a minute defeription of each of thefe, but may, in 
the courfe of my letters, take an opportunity to mention the general character of the face 
of this country, and any Angularities worthy of notice, in the forms and fituation of its 
bafaltes, Yours, &c. 

LETTER IX. 

bear sir , * Portrujh* Attgif/i'1 3 - 

1 N my lad letter I deferibed the external chara&er of the Giants’ Caufeway pillars, 
which will abundantly ferve to diferiminate the columnar bafaltes from any other fofld 
of a different fpecies at prefent known. But as this fione does not always appear in 
its prifmatical form, it will be convenient to take notice of feme other properties, not 
immediately derived from its figure, by which we fiiafi be enabled to diflinguifli it ia 
thofe infiances where it may be difpofed in more rude and irregular maffes. 

The bafaltes of the Giants* Caufeway f is a black, ponderous, clole-grained fione, 
which does not effervefee in any of the mineral acids. 

Its fpecific gravity is to that of water, nearly in the proportion of 2.90 to 1*00, and 
to that of the finefi marble, as 2.90 to 2.70. 

Though its texture be compaft, it is not abfolutely homogeneous * for if ground 
to a fraooth furface, its bright jet-black polifli is disfigured by feveral final! pores. 

* Beyond this tra^l, which abounds in perfect pillars, an attentive obferver will be able to trace the Jams 
fpecies of foflib in very distant parts of the country* as far as the northern (hare of LougluK&gh, anti the 
mountains of the county of Derry j in many placed of which imperfect col unmar forms maybe obfrrved, 
fo that the great caufe which generated this fpecies of Hone, has been exerted UiikmgH a Ipaecof mure than 
forty miles in length and twenty in breadth ; that U t through above eiglit hundred J’quare miles. 

f I have intentionally confined this account to the Hone of the Giants* Caufeway * becaufe it Items as 
perfect in its kind as any hitherto difeovered, and Inay in feme mcafure ferve far a ilaudard, with which to 
iompare ether itone of the fame fpecies. 

It 
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It ft rites fire imperfectly with, a fteet 

When expofed to a moderate heat in 1 a common fire it affumes a reddilh colour, 
which is more vivid on its natural outfule covering, and lofes about T V part of its 
weight *. 

I11 a more intenfe heat it readily melts, and is, as the chymifts exprefs it, fufible 

per fe. 

With the affifiance of an alkali flux it may be vitrified, and forms an opr quo glafs of 
a black or bluifh colour. 

Its principal component parts are iron in a metallic ftate, combined chiefly with fili- 
ceous and argillaceous earths. 

Its metallic principle may be demonftrated by a very fnnple experiment: let a fmall 
fragment of bafaites, in its natural ftate, be brought into contact, or very near to a good 
inagnetical needle, and it may be made to detain the needle at a confiderable diftance 
from its meridian. Let this fragment be touched by a magnet and it will acquire pretty 
ftrong polarity, capable of attracting or repelling the needle, at the diftance of an inch 
or more. From hence it is proved to contain iron in a metallic ftate, becaufe the calx 
of that metal is incapable of producing any magnetical phenomena whatever. 

To determine the quantity and quality of each condiment part, requires a very flow 
and laborious operation, which would be almofl equally tedious in the defcription. I 
{hall therefore juft mention the refults from the experiments of that able chymift, Sir 
Torbern Bergman, whofe authority you will not readily queftion : 

Bafaites ioq parts. 


Contains filiceous earth - 50 parts, 

Argillaceous earth 15 

Cal carious earth 8 

Magnefia - 2 

Iron - - 25 


100 


From thefe elements we fliall eafily be enabled to account for feveral of its pro¬ 
perties. 

Hence it comes to pafs that its fpecific gravity is fo confiderable, exceeding that of 
many {tones, which, when polifhed, appear much more compact, the quantity of phlo- 
gilticated iron eafily making compenfation. 

We fee alfo why it anfwers fo well for a touchftone, the hdrtlhefs of its iron particles 
eafily rubbing and fretting off the parts of any fofter metal which may be applied to it 
and its black ground ferving to di/play thefe to greater advantage. 

Hence too arlfes its fufibility without addition ; for though flint, clay, and calcarious 
earth, are feparately refractory, in any degree of artificial heat, yet when mixed together 
they are readily fufible, and ftill more eafily when united with phlogilticated iron. 

From the metallic ftate of its iron element we are enabled to infer, a priori , that the 
columns of the Giants’ Caufeway are all natural magnets, whofe lower extremity is their 
north pole, and the upper extremity their f'outh pole. For having flood during many 
ages in a perpendicular pofuion, they mult have acquired that polarity which is peculiar 
to all iron fubltances in a fimilar fituatioh; and hke natural magnets, every fragment, 

* This lofs probably arifes from water expelled by the heat For in the cnnrfe of twenty-four hours 
alter, it will nearly have recovered Us former weight, particularly if it be moilteued. 
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when broken, will have its north and fouth pole. And this l have found true by ex. 
perience; each pillar of the Giants’ Caufeway, and each fragment of a pillar, which I 
applied near to the needle, having its attractive and repellent point. 

Hence likewife it follows that the great capes in the neighbourhood of the Caufeway, 
mull poffefs a fimilar property ; and, accordingly, in the femicircular bays of Bengore- 
head, 1 have often found the compafs very much deranged from its meridian. 

The magnetifin of thefe capes may perhaps be an objeft of fome curiofitY ; it might 
be well worth inquiring, how far fuch maffes of phlogifticated iron within the earth 
may produce thofe fudden and unaccountable deflexions of the needle, which are al¬ 
ways inconvenient, fometimes fo dangerous to Teamen; and whether that ftill more 
myfterious and inexplicable phenomenon of the annual variation, may not arife from 
the gain or lofs of the principle of metalliety, which in the flow and regular courfe of 
nature, may poffibly take place by the various afiion of heat and moifture. 

We have proof fufficient on a diminutive lcale, that iron may by a variety of artificial 
means lofe or gain that principle on which alone its magneticai property depends ; and 
the decompofition of the bafaltes enables us to affirm, with reafonable certainty, that 
fuch changes do actually take place in nature, and that the magneticai phenomena of 
the promontory of Bengore, for inftance, muff now be different from what it was fome 
ages ago, or from what it will be fome ages hence: it may, therefore, deferve confider- 
ation, how far this analogy could be purfued with refpeft to the whole mafsof the earth, 
particularly as we have evidence of the exiftence of a natural agent abundantly adequate 
to this effeft, I mean fubterranean lire, whofe extenfive dominion is mdifputably proved 
by thofe numerous volcanoes that have been difcovered in fo many diftant parts of the 
world, and whofe fources muff lie at very confiderable depths below the furface of the 
earth, if we may argue from the vafl quantity of different ftibftances which they have 
vomited forth in their various eruptions. 

From a knowledge of thefe elementary parts of the bafaltes, we are fu mi filed with an 
analogy tending to throw fome light on the regularity of its form. One of its principles 
is found to be filiceous earth, and we have very numerous proofs that this fubftance 
does, in other infiances which come within our obfervation, frequently affeft a regular 
figure, variable however under various circumftances. Thus rock cryftal, which is a 
very pure flinty earth, is commonly difpofed in the form of hexagonal prifnis, the de¬ 
nomination of fides which chiefly prevails among our bafaltic pillars. Thus variety of 
cryftallizations are found to take place in the metal of glafs-houfes, where the furnace 
has been fuffered to cool gradually. 

Iron is another of the principles which enter into the bafaltes; and this metal is found 
to cryftallize in regular figures, when all fit circumftances concur to permit the due ar¬ 
rangement of its parts. This is fometimes difcoverable in the ores of that metal, and 
may be obferved to take place imperfectly even in our founderies, in what is commonly, 
called the grain of caff iron, generally prefenting to view a ftriated appearance: but, 
in cafes where the pains and ingenuity of the chemift has been exerted to exhibit 
this phenomenon more deeifively, very regular cubical figures have been produced, 
clearly afcertaining the exiftence of this tendency toward a peculiar difpofition of its 
parts. 

In truth, the particles of every fubftance in nature appear to poflefs private laws and 
affinities, whereby they proceed to unite, and to arrange themfelves in regul -r forms, 
when all things neceffary combine to aflift this tendency; that is, when by any means 
whatever, the particles are removed to a fufficent diftance, and afterwards fuffered to 
approach flowly and regularly according to their various laws of aflion. 

Thus 
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Thus it appears to be in the cafe of faline fubllances, which have been held in folu- 
tion in a watery medium \ for if by the uniform evaporation of the fluid, 02 any other 
flow and regular caufe whatever, time and fpace be allowed in which the diffolved 
particles may exert, without difturbance, their private laws of affinity, thele particles 
will be found to affeft an arrangement peculiar to that fpccies of body to which they 
belong. Thus again, all bodies which have been diffolved by the medium of neat, 
when differed to cool equably, and without the rapid afflux 01 Jrefli pottiuns of air, 
do umverfally exhibit a peculiar difpofition of parts, of which inffances enough occur 
in every fpecies of metal, in fulphurs, m glals, and, in Ihort, in ail lubitances capable 

of a perfect fufion. _ .... 

Since therefore we have fufficient evidence, in fuch in fiances as come within the 
reach of human powers and obfervation, that the elementary parts of the bafaltes do 
aflfea a fpecific form of cryftallizaiion, and that this form is always more and more per- 
feft, in proportion as our experiments are made with greater regularity, and on a larger 
l’cale, it may not appear uiireafonable to purfue the fame analogy in the extenfive opera¬ 
tions of nature, where thofe laws, which are but imperfectly exerted in our diminutive 
exp er ' menls > may aft with full and unditturbed vigour, capable of producing the beau¬ 
tiful fymmetry and arrangement of a Giants’ Caufeway. And though cryltals have pro¬ 
bably never been produced from any fimple fubfiance, precifely anfwering to the arti¬ 
culated bafalt pillars, yet no very important objection can be derived from hence, fince 
it is well known that elements which feparately form fpecific cryftals, may, when united, 
conftiture by their compound laws, bodies different from either figure. Thus melted 
glafs, through which fcorize of iron had been accidentally mixed, was found to affeft a 
columnar fliape*. 

Thefe are the chief matters worthy notice, which have come under my own imme¬ 
diate obfervation with refpeft to the perfeft ftone of the Giants’ Caufeway. I ftial! 
next mention feme of the leading varieties of its different fpecies. 

Firft, With refpeft to form and magnitude: the pillars of the Caufeway are fmall, 
not very much exceeding one foot in breadth, and thirty in length, fliarply defined, 
neat in their articulation, with convex or concave terminations to each joint. In many 
of the capes and hills they are of a larger fize, more imperfeft and irregular in their 
figure and articulation, having often flat terminations to their joints : at Fairhead they 
are of gigantic magnitude, fometimes exceeding five feet in breadth, and an hundred 
in length ; oftentimes apparently .deftitute of joints altogether. Through many parts 
of the country this fpecies of ffone is entirely rude and unformed, feparating in loofe 
blocks, in which ftate it refembles the ftone known in Sweden by the name of Trappe. 

Secondly, With refpeft to fituation : the pillars at the Giants’ Caufeway Hand on 
the level of the beach, from whence they may be traced through all degrees of eleva¬ 
tion, to the fummit of the higheft grounds in the neighbourhood, as at the old fort 
of DuumuII, and on the top of Croaghmore, fix hundred feet at lead above the level 
of the Tea. 

Thirdly, With refpeft to difpofition and arrangement: At the Caufeway, and m 
mod other places, they Hand perpendicular to the horizon ; in feme of the capes, and 
particularly near Uftiet harbour in the ifle of Raghery, they lie in an oblique pofition ; at 
Doon Point, in the fame ifland, and along the Ballintoy fhore, they form a variety of re¬ 
gular curves. 

The little point of Doon is indeed extremely curious, containing at once perpendicu¬ 
lar, horizontal, and bending pillars. Its bafe refembles a mole eompofed of ereft co- 

f Vide Ker’» Obfervation! on the Cryftallization of Glafs. Phil. Tranf. vol. lxv. 
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Imnns like thofe of the Giants' Caufeway ; over the extremity of this mafs others ap¬ 
pear in a bending form, as if they had Hid over in a flate of faftnefs, capable of accommo¬ 
dating themfelves to the conrfe of their defcent, and thus affuming the figure of various 
curves, in confequence of the a&ion of gravity ; over all, feveral pillars are dilpofed in 
an horizontal pofition, fuch as would accord with an hypothefis of their having juft 
reached the brink of the defcent where they were fuddenly arretted, and became rigid, 
lying along with their extremities pointing out toward the fea. 

Fourthly, With refpeS to colour and grain: the Giants* Caufeway itone is black, 
clofe, and uniform; its varieties of colour are blue, reddiflj, grey; and of grain, all 
that can be fuppofed from extreme finenefs, to the coarfe granulated appearance of a 
flone which refembles imperfect granite, abounding in cryltals of fchorle, chiefly black, 
though fometimes of various colours. 

Fifthly, With refpe£t to texture: we mult obferve, that though the Giant’s Caufe- 
way ftone be in general compact and homogeneous, yet it is remarkable that the upper 
joint of each pillar, where it can with certainty be afcertained, is always rudely formed 
and cellular*: the grofs pillars alio, in the capes and mountains, frequently abound 
in thefe air holes through all their parts, which fometimes contain fine clay and other 
apparently foreign bodies: and the irregular bafaltes, beginning where the pillars ceafe, 
or lying over them, is in general extremely honey-combed, containing in its cells cryltals 
of zeolyte, little morfels of brown clay, fometimes very pure fteatite, and in a few in- 
ftances bits of agate. 

The foflils attendant on the bafaltes are, Firft, Extenflve layers of red ochre, vary¬ 
ing in all degrees from a dull ferruginous colour, to a bright red, anfvvering well for 
coarfe paint. 

Secondly, Veins of iron ore, fometimes very rich, commonly of a brown or reddilh 
caft, at other times of a changeable blue colour. 

Thirdly, Steatites, generally of a -greenifh foapy appearance, more rarely of a pure 
white; it raifes an imperfect faponaceous b oth when agitated with water. 

Fourthly, Zeolyte, of a bright and pureft white colour; in tnafTes varying in weight 
from a grain to a pound; generally dilpofed in cavities of the cellular bafaltes; often 
affecting a cryflaliization, in which the fibres radiate out from one center, in fome in- 
ftances refembling a beautiful fpangled appearance of thifrle down. The mod remark¬ 
able property of this foflil is that it forms a gelatinous mixture in the courfe of a few 
hours with any of the mineral acids, mofl readily with fpirit of nitre f. 

Fifthly, Peperino ftone, a friable matrix of indurated clay and iron, ftudded with 
little morfels of zeolyte, and other fubflances. It is often of a reddilh burnt colour, 
correfponding accurately with the peperino ftone of Iceland. 

Sixthly, Pumice-ftone, of a deep black colour, containing iron not entirely dephlo- 
gifticated, but ftill capable of a&tng on the needle; fometimes found on the Ihore of 
the ifland of Raghery. 

* Vide.pillars at the Mufeutn of Trin, Coll. Dublin. 

4- Zeolyte is fa^lby the chymiih to becompofcd of argillaceous* dlkcaus, and calcarious canliSj united m 
certain portions to water (vide ICirwauVMmsratagy* pdge&y). Now, that theft dements may poffibly be 
found in it, I do not deity , but that its frngular properties can be accounted for From this union alone, feeins 
not likely. In truth, chymical tefts depending otily otraffihities already 'known, cannot always difeover the 
prefence of that element on which the chief phenomena of bod ies may often depend. A chymical ana ly lit 
can then only be e deemed perfectly decillve when it U .flipported by a fair fyntheiical proof* 0cmbnUniting 
that the component parts dlfcovered by the analyfia may be to u cited as to form a itlbftancc pofTtiFed of all 
the properties of the original. 
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The following folds Teem to have exifted in their prefent form, independent of, and 
perhaps antecedent to the bafaltes. 

Fir!t, Chalky Limeftone: the whole country appears to have been originally formed 
oF this fubftance, to the height of feveral hundred feet above the prefent level of the 
fea. It lies in beds nearly parallel to the horizon, and contains fome fcarce petrifac¬ 
tions, particularly belemnites, more rarely afterim. 

Secondly, Flints: thefe are di'pofed in great abundance, and in various fhapes, 
through the chalky limeftone; fometimes, however, they are found loofe through the 
ground ; at other times they maybe difeovered among the bafaltes *: but in all thefe 
inftances the limeftone appears to be their proper matrix, from whence they have been 
only accidently difperfed ; for the vegetable mold (in which they are never found, ex¬ 
cept near the limeftone) rnoft cdmmonly abounds in calcarious earth, as if it had been 
principally formed by the deccmpcfition of that fubftance, while the harder texture of 
the flints, fuSering little change, were fcattered in their original ftate irregularly through 
it. As for the bafaltes, it only contains them at or very near to the place of contact 
with the inferior mafs of calcarious ftone, bits of which fiiil continue to adhere to the 
flints in manv parts. The fubftance of the flints too feems to have undergone fome 
change in this fuuation, their tranfparency, hardnefs, and colour being often confider- 
ably altered. 

Thirdly, Sandftone: a great mafs of this forms the eaftern fide of Ballycaftle bay, 
and in one pari the feafalt pillars of Fairhead reft on if. 

Fourthly, Pit-coal: it lies in beds between the layers of fandftone at Ballycaftle, and 
appears to continue under the fea to the ifland of Raghery. 

Fifthly, Martial Vitriol: this is formed among the coal-pits, by the union of theful- 
phureous acid of the coals with a ftratuin of iron. 

Sixthly, A very fingular range of calcarious phofphoric rocks ; thefe lie on the,fhore 
of the ifland of Raghery, nearly where the vein of the Ballycaftle coals might be fup- 
pofed to reach. Clofe to the fliore it refembles a hard white limeftone, of a blueifh 
caft; a little further inland it becomes fofter, and whiter; by and by it aflurnes the ap¬ 
pearance of a calcarious fand-ftone; in each of which ftates it produces a vivid yeliowifli 
light when fprinkled on coals, or a hot iron. It does not emit a fulphureous finell in 
burning, nor does it difcolonr vitriolic acid in folution f. 

I have here given you a fummary of the principle varieties of the bafaltes and its at¬ 
tendant folds; perhaps you will fay that my brevity does not help to make me intelligible, 
but to this I multaniwer firft, that if folds cannot be afeertained by a few general cha- 
raiteriftics, a more laboured defeription of minute circumfiances will do little elfe than 
perplex any perfon who is not a very good mineralogift, in which cafe we have no re¬ 
source but in actual obfervation. And fecondly, that fiich circumftances as I have here 
mentioned, will probably afford a foundation broad enough on which to build any ana¬ 
logical reafoning that may be derived immediately from the nature of the fubftances 
themfelves. 

As I Ihould be forry to have given you the trouble of reading this letter only for the 
unprofitable labour of learning uncommon names, which would certainly be the cafe 
did this account terminate the fubjedt; l fliall, in my next letter, candidly apply fuch ar¬ 
guments as can be derived from the nature and properties of thefe folds, to explain 

* For inftance, under Dunluce Caltle 

f Specimens of all t tfe foffils maybe feen in the Mufeum of T. C. D., under the defeription of Irifli 
Foflils, County of Antrim. 
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the volcanic theory of the production of the bafaltes; at the fame time, however, I 
hope to be able to ftate, with equal honelly, fuch objections as feetn moft fubftantially 
to militate again ft this favourite hypothecs ; leaving it to your own excellent judgment 
to decide on a fubjeft, where, as Sir Roger de Coverly would obferve, *♦ much might 
be faid on both fides.” 


tETTER X. 

dear sir , PortruJh t Auguji 31 . 

THERE are few things that can affeft a contemplative mind with more furprize, 
than the numerous and fignal changes which appear to have taken place in the form 
and arrangement of our earth, at fome very diftant age. It is a fubjeft which has at all 
times engaged the attention of mankind, and certainly con dilutes the moft interefting 
department of natural hiftory. 

From the frequent and unequivocal veftiges of marine productions, which are found 
in the midft of our moft extenfive continents, and on the fummtt offeveral of the Jofti- 
eft mountains, fome philofophers have been induced to attribute the formation of the 
prefent habitable world, to the violent and tumultuary fury of the ocean, agitated by 
fome uncommon caufe * : Whilft others f have thought, that the gradual but unceaf- 
ing efforts of its heaving billows were abundantly adequate to account for thefe ap¬ 
pearances on more common principles. 

But variety of natural phenomena occur to an attentive obferver, which are deemed 
incapable of being reafonably explained by thefe hypothefes; whether we regard the 
general features and elevation of many of our continents, or the nature and fituation of 
the foflils which they contain. 

Hence it has come to pafs, that a new and more powerful principle, efleemed entirely 
equal to thofe effefts, has been adopted, and many of the moft furprifing phenomena of 
nature are held to be explicable by the potent agency of fubterranean fire. 

To this latter caufe the formation of our pillars of bafaltes has been attributed with 
fome appearance of probability; and though much has been faid on this fubjeft with 
vagueoels and indecifion, concerning the manner of their production, yet the principal 
fitfts that have been adduced in favour of the genera! opinion are worthy of attention, 
and open to view a very novel and important objeft of enquiry. 

The firil perfon who took a decided part in favour of the volcanic theory of the ba¬ 
faltes was M. Defmareft, a French gentleman, whofe memoire on that fubjeft may be 
feen in the publication of the Royal Academy of Scieuces for the year 1771. Mr. 
Defmareft made a tour through the county of Avergne, one of the fouthern provinces 
of France in the neighbourhood of the Rhone, where he difcovered many piles of ba¬ 
faltes, with more variations of magnitude, figure, and arrangement, than was at that 
time known about the Giants* Caufeway in Ireland. By his means a geographical fur- 
vey was made of this part of France, and a map delineated in which the direftion of the 
mountains, and the fituation of its bafaltes, were fuppofed to be accurately projefted. 

From this niap, and his own perfonal obfervations of the nature of the foil, and the 
general fpecies of its foflils, he conceived that this country had once been ravaged by fub- 
terranean fire, of whole wafleful dominion undeniable veftiges ftill remained ; and that 
the bold inequalities of its furface, its hills and vallies, were formed by vail heaps of 

* Burnet, Wliiilon, Woodward, See. -J- Buffon, &c. 
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fcorite, and different melted fubflances, which had iffued From its volcanic mountains, 
fpreading themfelves in every direction from thefe flaming centers. 

He imagined alfo, that many of thefe melted torrents might be traced through their 
whole extent, from the fide of the great volcano which gave them birth in the moun¬ 
tains of D’or, to their remotefl extremities where they terminated in banks of prifmati- 
cal bafaltes. From all thefe circumltances he concluded, that the bafaltic columns were 
formed by the gradual refrigeration of a mafs of fluid lava, during its flow prog refs over 
the fubjacent foil, and that" molt of its varieties of lhape and fituation might naturally be 
attributed to the different interruptions of its courfe, or to the alterations introduced by 
the fucceflive ravages of volcanic fire *. 

After Mr. Defmareft many writers both foreign and domeflie purfued this interefling 
fubject with great ardor. Among the Englifh authors we are principally indebted to the 
labours of Sir William Hamilton, whofe valuable col [edition of facts relating to thofe 
places which are at this day the feat of living volcanos, afford the fureft rules of judg¬ 
ment concerning fuch countries as do yet bear ftrong marks of a vokanized appearance 
without any direct evidence of the exigence of fubterranean fire. 

But the perfon to whom we owe the moft ample compilation of materials immediately 
relating to the bafaltes, is Monfieur Faujas de St. Fond, who has- lately publifhed a vo¬ 
luminous work on the extinct volcanos of Viverais and Velay, counties adjoining to 
Auvergne, which had before been defcribed by Mr. Defmareft. In this work the au¬ 
thor has given a particular memoir on the bafaltes, to which he has annexed defcriptions, 
and engravings of the moft remarkable banks and mountains of bafaltic columns in 
thefe two countries. But what renders his work ftill more valuable, are the minute 
and accurate accounts which it contains of the attendant foflils, particularly zeolyte, 
fchori, and puzzolane earth; becaufe we are from thence enabled to decide whether 
thefe l’ubftances be univerfally conne&ed with the bafaltes, or are only the accidental at¬ 
tendants of it in a few particular counties; and where fuch foflils are found together, 
we have it in our power to eftiinate fairly the force of thofe arguments derived from 
their nature and connexion in any one country, by confidering candidly, how far they 
ihould weigh with us in thofe inftances which come immediately under our own parti¬ 
cular obfervation. 

In my faft letter I enumerated the chief varieties of the bafaltes and its attendant fof- 
fils, as they occur in the northern parts of Ireland; and 1 fliall now briefly ftate to you 
fuch arguments as may be derived from them, in proof of the ancient exillence of lub- 
terranean fire in their neighbourhood. 

Firft, 1 he bafaltes itfelf is efteemed to be nothing elfe than lava; and Its varieties are 
attributed entirely to accidental circumltances attending its courfe, or the manner of 
its cooling.—In fupport of which opinion it is affirmed that the bafaltes agrees moft ac- 


‘A mefure qu on parcourt cts Cantons, en faifant la recherche 5: ^enumeration des maflcs prifma- 
tiqucs, qu 011 etudie les courauts, fur tout vers leur extremies, qu'on fuit leur marche depuis le centre tics 
eruptions leur echamment & leur distribution a la fuperficie des plaines hatitcs qui feparent les vallons. mi’011 
examine les differcntes efpeces dcs pierres dont ils font compotes, on reconnoit a cheque pas quc cl- font 
des hors a oeuvres etablts fur le fol natnrel. On diltinguesW prod nits du feu dcs fubftances .ntdae<T& 
L°rtJ Pf>r n I r d " ftT e i t . Cm - PS - 1CS T' {p0n * ,mmei,fcs dc6 matieres fondues., dont les prifmes font toujouv 

yeiT^u ^ f “ r SmC & ‘ latUrC d “ BaraIt * S " Mcm ° frS ° f lhc Frendl Academy for^he 


5 3 2 


curatcly 


Hamilton's letters on The basaltes of the 


‘9©S 

curately with the lava in its elementary principles *, in its grain, in the fpeciesof the 
foi^ign bodies which it includes f, and in all the diverfities of its texture \ 

Secondly, The iron of the bafaltes is found to be in a metallic date capable of aOing 
on the magnetical needle. The fame is true of the iron contained in the compaft lava. 

Thirdly, The balaltes poffeffes the remarkable property of being fufible per fe j this 
property is alio common to the lava and molt volcanic fubftances. 

Fourthly, The bafaltes is a foreign fubltance, fuperinduced on the original limeftone 
foil of the country, in a ftate of foftnefs capable of allowing the flints to penetrate con- 
fiderably within its lower furface.—It is hardly neceffary to add, that the lava is an ex¬ 
traneous mafs, overfpreading the adjoining foil in a fluid ftatej that it is often born on 
a limeftone bafe, or that flints and other hard matters do frequently penetrate into its 
fubftance* In ftiort, the circumftances of agreement are fo numerous, and fo clear, as 
to create a very realonable preemption that they are one and the fame ipecies of fub* 
fiance. 

But the evidence derived from the nature and properties of the attendant foffils, 
fee ms alfo to contribute largely in fupport of this opinion, 

Thofe extenfive beds of red ochre, which abound among our bafalres, are fuppofed to 
be an iron earth reduced to this ftate of a calx by the powerful a£tion of heat; for fuch 
a change may be produced on iron in our common furnaces, provided there be a fuf- 
ficient afflux of frefli air; and the bafaltes itfelf in fuch circumftances is eafriy reduce- 
aBle to an impure ochre, exactly fimilarto that found at Bengore This phenomenon is 
alfo obferved to take place more or lefs in the prefent living volcanos, particularly within 
their craters, and is therefore held to afford a preemptive argument of the action of fire 
In the neighbourhood of the bafaltes. 

I remarked to you the frequent bits of zeolyte which abound in the county of An¬ 
trim, and thefe, though not the immediate product (as far as I know) of any living 
volcano, are yet thought to countenance the general fyfiem, becaufe zeolyte is found in 
countries where fubterraneous fire is Hill vifible, and where there is great reafon to 
apprehend that the whole foil has been ravaged by that principle. Thus it abounds in 
Iceland, where the flames-of Hecla yet continue to blaze § ; and in the Ifle of Bourbon, 
which is laid to bear undeniable marks of a volcanic character ||; this fubftance is 
therefore fuppofed to arife from the decompoiltion of the volcanic products, in places 
whofe fires have been long fmce extindh 

* Tb h will appear pretty evident, from Hating the produ£lg of each fubftance according: to the analyfis 
of that able chymift, Sir Toi bern Bergman ; 
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■j- Bits of limeftone, flinty fchorl cryftals of various colours, models of pure clay, See. are common to the 
bafaltes, and to lava. 

p All the varieties of texture which take place in lava, from the compact clofe grained kind to the 
fpougy lava, may alfo be traced among the bafakea. 
if Vide Van Troll's Letters on Iceland, 
tl VideMd&ii DefmarcfL Faujas de St, Fond, Rafpe, &c, 
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Cry ft Is of fcorl appear in great plenty among many kinds of our bafaltes, and thefe, 
though not abfolutely limited to volcanic countries, yet being found in great abundance 
among the Italian * lavas, in circmnftances exactly correfponding to our’s, are thought 
to fuppiy a good probable argument in the prefent inftance. 

The fubftance which I mentioned under the name of peperino ftone, is believed to 
be the undoubted offspring of fire ; it has frequently the burnt appearance and fpongy 
texture of many of the volcanic produdts, and agrees accurately with the peperino oi 
Iceland and Bourbon iflands, which Hill contain burning mountains. 

Puzzolane earth is not immediately found in that ftate in Ireland, but it is difeo- 
vered among the bafaltes of France, and there is very little doubt that our bafaltes, if 
pulverized, would agree with it in every refpeft ; that is, it would produce a fine Iharp 
powder, containing the fame elementary parts, and rood probably anfwering all its va¬ 
luable ufes as a cement f. Puzzolane earth is found in the Canary iflands, which are 
efteemed to have other charafteriftics of the effects of fire; it is met iu abundance 
through all the volcanized parts of Italy; it is never difeovered except in places which 
have other ftrong marks of the ravages of fire. 

The difeovery of this earth is therefore thought to add great weight to the many other 
proofs which have been mentioned in favour of the general fyftem. 

Pumice-ftone is a fubfiance fo generally acknowledged to be the product of fire, that 
I need not be at any trouble to enforce it; indeed it bears the chara&er of a cinder fo 
obvioufly in its external appearance, that one muft be convinced at firft view of its ori¬ 
ginal. This foifil is fometimes found on the fhore of the ifland of Raghery, among the 
rounded ftones on the beach of the lea J, and being fuppofed an unequivocal teft of the 
aftion of fire, is imagined to complete all that could be defired in this kind of reafoning. 

Such are the internal arguments in fuppnrt of the volcanic origin of the bafaltes, im¬ 
mediately derived from the nature and properties of that fubftance and its attendant 
foflils compared with other fubftances which are the certain products of fire; and it 
mull be confeffed, there appears throughout fuch a remarkable coincidence of circum- 
ftances, as raifes a ftrong prelumption in favour of the opinion that they have been 
produced by fimilar caufus; but there ftill remains other external proofs, which when 
added to the former are fuppofed to form a demonftration almoft as perfect as the na¬ 
ture of fuch analogical reafoning will allow'. 

In the beginning of this letter I mentioned that Meflrs. Defmareft and Faujas de 
St. Fond had delcribed the bafaltic provinces of France, its containing mountains, whofe 
exterior appearance was fuch, that they readily pronounced them to be extinft volcanos. 
One of thefe, on the banks of the river Ardefche, called the Montague de la Coupe, 
feeins to exhibit the proofs of its origin in characters peculiarly clear and diftinef. It is 
of conical form, exactly correfponding in fliape with the prefent living volcanic moun¬ 
tains, and like them it contains a large crater nine hundred and fifty feet in diameter, 
and fix hundred feet in depth §. The fubftances that have been difeovered through aU 


* VideFerbePa Letters on Italy, 

. f A f ew experiments on this fnbjeft might perhaps be worth the attention of the gentlemen concerned 
in the inland navigation of Ireland; and there is mure rcafon For hope of fuccefs in ibis enquiry as the 
Swedes have already applied their pulverized trappe (much refembling our coarfe bafaltes as 4 e ood fob- 
ltitute lor the puzzolane, formerly'.brmight at great expence from Italy and the Canary iflands 

t Pumice-(lone occurs fo rarely, that I have been often induced to doubt whether it might not be a fo¬ 
reign fubftance accidentally driven here by the waves from Iceland, or fotne other volcanic country How¬ 
ever, on trial, it is found too heavy to have floated timber, its iron not being entirely dephloeitticaicd as 

evident from its deep black colour, and a finall degree of magnetifm which it ftill poflefies ° .. 

$ Vide Monf. Faujas de fat. Fond, fur Its Volcaus, &c. 1 
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its parts, particularly in a deep ravine formed on one fide by torrents, bear a thong re- 
femblance to many of the Vefuvian products. In fine, the volcanic features of’this 
mountain are fo ftrongly marked, that an accurate account of it would afford no very 
unfuitable defcription of Vefuvius itfelf during the intervals of its eruptions. Now the 
Montagne de la Coupe contains at its bafe abundance of bafaltic pillars, which have been 
expofed to view on one fide by the impetuous torrents of this mountainaus country, 
particularly of the river Ardefche, whofe banks are formed of columnar bafaltes. And 
thus are two characters of a bafaltic and volcanic mountain efteemed to be decifively 
united in the Montagne de la Coupe *. 

There are three living volcanos at prefent known, within whofe neighbourhoods the 
bafaltes, and mod fpecies of its ufual attendant fbflrls, have been obferved. The firft is 
fituated in the ifland of Bourbon, oft' the fouthern coaft of Africa f; the fecond is M tnz f 
hi the ifland of Sicily, and the third is Hecla in the ifland of Iceland §. To which it may 
be added, that the bafaltes is found in the volcanized parts of Italy, as at Bolzena jj, and 
other places; though not (as far as I have been informed) any where immediately con- 
ti^uous to Vefuvius. Thus (fay the naturalifts) do the argument derived from the fitu- 
ation of this fpecies of foil'll, with relpect to mountains which yet continue to burn, co¬ 
incide with thofe other clear and fatisfafltory proofs, which were drawn immediately from 
its nature and properties, in proof of iis volcanic origin. 

In addition to what has been here Hated I fliali mention another plaufible argument in 
fupport of the opinion, deduced in fome meafure a priori. 

It is well ascertained by experience, that there are vafl: beds of pyrites difperfed 
through the interior parts of the earth at all depths ; and it is a certain fact, that this 
compound fubflance may, by the accidental affufion of a due quantity of water, become 
hot, and at length burn with great fury. This, therefore, is one principle to which we 
may, with the flrongeft probability, attribute the origin of fubterranean fire, more efpe- 
cially as the prefent living volcanos do adtually pour forth in abundance all the compo¬ 
nent parts of the pyrites, the chief of which are fulphur, iron, and clay. Now among 
the fuperinduced fubfiances of the county of Antrim (and I believe the fame may be faid 
of every other bafaltic country) it is certain that the quantity of iron and clay, diffufed 
through almoft every fpecies of foflil, amounts to more than one half of the whole ma¬ 
terials, lo that two of the principal elements of the pyrites are flili fqund here, reduced 
in many inftances to a ftate of flag or fcorim; and the third principle, namely the ful¬ 
phur, cannot in the nature of things be expefted to remain, becaufe fulphur does in a 
great meafure perifli during the a£t of inflammation; and what might perchance 
efcape or be fublimed, would no doubt have long fince periflied by decompofition, in 
confequence of being expofed to the air. 

Thus in faft every part of the pyrites which could reafonably be expefted to furvive, 
does at this day actually exift in form extremely fimilar to the products of iEtna, Vefu¬ 
vius, and Hecla, the three molt celebrated volcanos of Europe. 

* I have been move particular in mentioning this mountain, becaufc jny information concerning it has 
been confirmed by the account of my intelligent friend Do&or Percival, of Dublin, ivhofe accurate obfciva- 
tions and excellent jndjjinent can only be exceeded by the uncommon candour of his mind. 

t Vide MefiVs. Defmartftj Fanjas de St Fond, Rafpe, &c 

t 7 *® an ^ oFCa(lel-a-meve.near Catana, off the Coalt of Sicily, is entirely bafaltic.—Vide Sir Win. 

Hamihnu^s Cam pi Phkgrsei. 

§ V i de Vo it r i 1 to iPs Letters o it Teel and * 

I Vide bir William Hamilton's Campi PldegraM, Faber's Letters, &c* 
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LETTER XI. 


DEAR S1R } 


Portrttjh September 3, 


NOTWITHSTANDING the numerous and fpecious arguments which are urged 
in defence of this volcanic theory of the bafalteSj yet many difficulties and obje&ions 
have been railed againft it by men of excellent under Handing ; fome of thefe are of 
confiderable force, and as I do not wifh to dictate any opinion to you, but rather modeflly 
to offer what information has come in my way on the fubjeQ:, I Ihall candidly Hate 
thofe objections, together with the molt reafonable anfwers. It is faid, that this theory 
doesralhly attribute fome of the moll regular and beautiful phenomena of nature to one 
of the molt tumultuary and irregular caufes that can be imagined ; aferibing the ex- 
quifite arrangement of a Giants’ Caufeway, which almoft emulates the laboured works 
of defign, to the blind fury of a burning volcano. 

This objection, which is pretty ftrong in itfelf, has certainly received very confiderable 
fupport from the various unfuccefsful attempts that have been made to explain the man¬ 
ner in which the pillars of bafaltes were produced : one perfon * wildly attributing their 
formation to the refrigeration of a current of lava, fuddenly plunged into the ocean : 
another obfeurely hinting that fome occult quality in the fea fait might have had its 
Ihare in the bufmefs : a third t fuppofing, contrary to experience, that the melted mafs 
of lava might in its liquid Hate have been capable of a con fiderable diffulion or folution 
in water, by which means the particles had an opportunity of arranging thetnfelves in 
regular cry Hal izat ions : a fourth J conceiving that the bafaltes was originally a bed of 
iron and other fubftances, gradually moiftened, and foftened in the dreams of water 
heated by fubterranean fire and afterwards affutiling its regular figure during the time 
of drying and hardening. 

It is pretty plain, that none of thefe indefinite explanations can at all fatisfy a thinking 
mind, and as an unfortunate argument generally tends to encreafe the apparent weak- 
nefs of a * aufe, in defence of which it is brought forward, it has hence come to oafs, 
that many perfons of good fenfe have held the whole volcanic iyftem to be extremely 


In truth, there feems to be but one operation of nature, which affords any rational 
principle of analogy, by which we can attempt to explain the formation of the bafaltic 
pillars. It is certain that the particles of mod bodies, when removed from each other to a 
proper didance, and differed to approach gradually, affume a peculiar form of arrange¬ 
ment as it the parts of each fpecies of matter did, independent of their general proper¬ 
ties of cohefion and gravity, poffefs alfo private laws and affinities tending to produce 
thefe Ipectfic forms However, let the caufe be what it may, the fa£t at lead is fuf- 
nneiitly certain: and it does not appear to be a matter of any importance by what me¬ 
dium the particles are dilumted, provided only, that a diffident Jeparation, and a gradual 
approximation, be allowed to take place. “ 


r-r-v-uy muon, coin m meir ieparate an 1 combined Hates- 
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Since therefore the bafaltes, and its attendant foffils, bear firong marks of the efle&s of 
fire, it does not feein unlikely that its pillars may have been formed by a procefs ex¬ 
actly analogous to what is commonly denominated cryftalization by fujion. 

1 he only apparent fpecific difference between the bafallic cryftals, and tlmfe which 
are produced in our diminutive elaboratories, feems to be in the complete difimion of 
the pillars, and in the articulated form which they fometimes exhibit. But this will not 
appear to be a matter of any importance, when we reflect, that in natural operations of 
the fame kind, but differing in magnitude, the fame proportions are commonly obferved 
between the different parts; thus, the fame ratio which the diameter of a bafaltic pillar 
bears to the diameter of one of our diminutive cryftalizations, will the interval between 
the pillars of bafaltes bear to the interval between the parts of our cry Hal; and who¬ 
ever will take the trouble to calculate this diftance will find it fo very final!, as eafily to 
admit the different furfaces within the limits of cohefion; fo that no feparability of cryf¬ 
tals into joints can poffibiy Like place, from their fmallnds, though they often bear 
marks which might lead one to imagine them capable of difunion. 

If this reafoning be allowed to have weight, the objection derived from the irregu¬ 
larity and confufion of a volcanic caui'e will not appear unanfwerable. For though, du¬ 
ring the moments of an eruption, nothing but a wafteml fcene of tumult and diforder 
be prefented to our view, yet, when the fury of thofe flames, which have been ftruggling 
for a paffage, has abated, every thing then returns to its original flate of reft, and thofe 
various melted fubltanceg, which but juft before were in the wildeft ftate of chaos, will 
now fubfide, and cool with a degree of regularity utterly unattainable in our elabora¬ 
tories, and fuch as may eafily be conceived capable of producing all the beauty and fym- 
metry of a Giants’ Caufeway. 

A i'econd objection arifes from hence, that the currents of lava which have iffued from 
JEtna and Vefuvius, within the memory of man, have never been known to exhibit this 
regularity of arrangement. It is therefore faid that experience does abundantly prove 
the fallacy of the volcanic hypothecs. 

In reply to this we are told, that it is not in the erupted torrents of thefe volcanos we 
are to look for the phenomena of cryltallizalion, but in the interior parts of the moun¬ 
tains themfelves, and under the furface of the earth, where the metallic particles of the 
lava have not been dephlogifticated by the accefs of frefli air, and where perfefl: reft, and 
the moft gradual diminution of temperature, have permitted the parts of the melted mafs 
to exert their proper laws of arrangement, fo as to affume the form of columnar lava i 
that we mull waif, until thofe volancic mountains which at prefent burn with fo much 
fury, fliall have completed the period of their exiftence ; until the immenfe vaults, 
which now lie w itbiii their bowels, no longer able to fupport the incumbent weight, 
mall fall in, and dilclofe to view the wonders of the fubterranean world : and then may 
we expect to behold all the varieties of cryftalization, fuch as needs take place in thefe 
elaboratories of Nature; then may we hope to fee banks and caufeways of bafaltes, 
and all the bold and uncommon beauties which the abrupt promontories of Antrim now 
exhibit. 

It is ftated as a third objection, that, according to this hypothefis, the bafaltes muft 
have been reduced to a perfedt ftate of fluidity, in order to permit the phtenomena of 
cry Indication to take place, but, that there is no reafon for believing it ever could have 
* , en ^oj ecfed to any intenfe addon of fire, fo as to be reduced to a ftate of thin fufion, 
becaule it does not contain air holes, like the lava, nor poffds thofe marks of vitrifica¬ 
tion, which attend a very moderate heat in our laboratories. 
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The firfl: part of this objeftion is ill founded, though advanced by Wallerius, and 
other eminent mineralogids. All the bafaltes, which 1 have ever feen, does, m one 
part or another of its fubdance, always exhibit air holes; and it is remarkable that even 
the pillars of our Giants’ Caufeway, which are fingularly compaft, have their upper 
joints conftantly more or lefs excavated, fo that this part of the argument does rather 
plead in defence of the volcanic origin of the bafaltes* 

With refpeft to the want of all marks of vitrification f we are to confider that mb- 
ftances in fufion are very differently affefted, in proportion .as they are more or lefs ex- 
pofed to the aceefs of frefh air, the prefence of this element being abfolutely aeoffiary 
in order to deprive a body of its phlogifton. 

Thus, metals which may be readily vitrified by expofure to heat, and the free afflux 
of air, will yet bear the mod intenfe action of fire in clofe veffels, without being deprived 
of that principle on which their metalliety depends, and are therefore iu this fituation 
incapable of being vitrified* The bafaltes may therefore have been iobjected to a very 
great degree of heat, within the bowels of the earth, and yet jfhew no marks whatever 
of vitrification, and hence it may be explained, how it comes to pafs that the iron princi¬ 
ple of the bafaltes ftill retains its phlogifton, afting fo fenfibly on the magnetical needle, 
A fourth obje&ion is derived from hence, that in many of the countries where the 
bafaltesmoft abounds, there are no traces whatever of thofe bold and decifive features 
which conftitute the diftingufthmg character![tic of a volcanic mountain ; its lofty point¬ 
ed form, its unfathomable crater, and many other circumfiances that [trike the fenfes 
very forcibly at iEtna and Vefuvius.—The bafaltes, therefore, is affirmed to be a foflil 
extenfively fpread over the furface of the earth, and where it is found in the neighbour¬ 
hood of volcanic mountains, it is faid we fhould fuppofe thefe to be accidentally railed 
on a bafahic foil, rather than to have created it* 

It muff be eonfeffed that volcanic mountains are not always found to attend the ba¬ 
faltes, at leaft there do not appear any direct veftiges of them in the neighbourhood 
of the Giants* Caufeway in Ireland. 

But the advocates of the fyftem are not much embarraffed with this difficulty; ac¬ 
cording to them, the bafaltes has been formed under the earth itfelf, and within the 
bowels of thofe very mountains, where it could never have been expofed to view', until 
by length of time, or forne violent iliock of nature, the incumbent mafs muff have 
undergone a very confiderable alteration, fuch as fhould go near to deflroy every exte¬ 
rior volcanic feature. In fupport of this it may be obferved that the promontories of 
Antrim do yet bear very evident marks of fome violent convulfion which has left them 
Handing in their prefent abrupt fituation ; and that theifland of Raghery, and fome of 
the weftern ifiesof Scotland, do really appear like the furviving fragments of a country, 
great part of which might have been buried in the ocean* It is further added, that 
though the exterior volcanic character be in a great meafure loft in the bafahic coun¬ 
tries, yet this negative evidence can be of little avail fmee the few' affiances where the 
the features have been preferved afford a fuffieient anfwer to this Objection* 

Thus the A ontagne de la Coupe in France ftili rears its pointed top to the [leavens, 
retains its deep crater, and bears every character.ftic of its volcanic origin; arid this 
mountain is obferved to Hand on a bafe of bafahic pillars, not difpofed ia the tumul¬ 
tuary heap into which they muftvbave been thrown by the furious action of a volcanic 
eruption tearing up the natural foil of the country, but arranged in all the regularity 
of a Giants* Caufeway, fuch as might be fuppofed to refuh from the eryftalization of a 
bed of melted lava, where reft, and a gradual refrigeration, contributed to render the 
phenomenon as perfect as poffible, 
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Fifthly, It is obferved by Monfieur Faujas dt 3t. Fond, that at the foot of the mount- 
tain of Mezinc, in the province of Vday, a range of bafaltic pillars (lands fupported 
on a bed of foiiil coal, with a very thin ftratum of clay not more than a few inches thick 
interpofed; now, tlrat this inflammable body of coal could have remained umnflamed 
under a mafe of melted lava, thirty feet thick, feems highly improbable, and therefore 
it is evident, fay the adverfaries of the fyflem, that the bafaltes could not have derived 
its origin from fire. 

In anfwer to this plain and weighty objection, it is affirmed, that no fubflance m 
nature can be confumed by fire without the accefs of atmofpberic air ; that fife may be 
pafied through inflammable air itfdf, without exciting actual inflammation, uclefs the 
atmofphcre lend its affiftance. Hence it cannot appear ftrange that a bed of coal might 
have furvived in t he neighbourhood of a volcano, and even under a mafs of fluid lava, 
which, by refling on it, would prevent every poflible approach of Irefh air, fo afafo- 
locely neceffary to its being inflamed. It is certain that coal may be expofed to the vio¬ 
lent aftion of fire, in a clofe veflel, without being confumed, or even fullering any 
material alteration, and therefore it is believed that this particular in (lance ought not to 
be held of weight fuflicient to overturn a fyflem, in fupport of which fo many reafonablo 
and alrnpfl certain proofs concur. 

Such are the difficulties which are thought to embarrafs the volcanic theory of the ba- 
faltes* In your excellent judgment I am certain they will bear their juft value, found¬ 
ed on an extenfive knowledge of nature and her operations. But among the gene¬ 
rality of mankind their weight will be exceedingly various. In reafonings concerning 
natural phenomena, the fhndard of truth is extremely vague and equivocal* Climate 
bears here a more powerful influence than can well be imagined ; fo that it Is not un¬ 
common to find an opinion univerfally adopted by the inhabitants of one country, while 
thofe of the neighbouring kingdom (hall join as umverially to reprobate it. 

Thus the Neopolitai s, accuftomed from their infancy to the wild feenes of horror 
and deflation which abound in a foil ravaged by volcanic fire, and to fee as it were a 
new world fuddenly raifed on the ruins of their country, have their warm imaginations 
filled with the gigantic idea of this powerful principle, which to them appears adequate 
to the production of every thing that is great and ftupendous in nature. How diffe¬ 
rent are the fenfations and opinions which prevail in the native of our temperate ifland ! 
To him the found of thunder is uncommon, an earthquake is almoft a prodigy, and 
the fury of the fubterrancan fire is utterly unknown. He beholds nature purfue her 
calm and fteady courfe with an uniformity almofl uninterrupted ; he views the fame ob¬ 
jects unchanged for a long feries of years ; the lame rivers to water his grounds, the 
fame mountains fupply food for his flocks, the fame varied line of coaft continues through 
many fucceffive ages to bound his country, and to fet the foaming ocean at defiance: 
hence he naturally proceeds to extend his ideas of regularity and (lability over the whole 
world, and Hands utterly uninfluenced by thofe arguments of change in the earth, which 
to the inhabitant of a warmer climate appear abfolutely decifivc. 

In this manner are the prevailing opinions, even among the philofophers of moft 
countries, generally founded on partial analogies; and it requires a vigorous mind, as 
well as an extenfive and clear underllanding, to prevent our being milled by the fpe- 
cious arguments and dangerous coficlufions which have been derived from fuch de¬ 
ceitful fources, many of them plainly tending to multiply falfe opinions, and to fubvert 
the only true principles of religion and morality. 
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LETTER XII. 

dear sir, PortruJb t September 10 . 

IF the volcanic theory of the bafaltes be well founded, and no doubt many of the 
arguments in favour of it are extremely plaufible, a feene of horror is presented to our 
view, which mull furely fill us with aftdnifhmen^; fmee on this fyftem fl will be found, 
that there is hardly a country on the face of our globe which has not at lome time or 
other been wafted by the fury of lubterranean fire. . . 

If, again, thofe apparent veftiges of marine produXions, which are oblerved mdilcn- 
lriuatrly Mattered through the earth, at all depths below the fur face, and on the fum- 
mils of its higheft mountains, be efteemed diffident proofs of the prefence of the. ocean 
in thofe places, a feene, nolefs wild and uncommon than the former, rifes before our 
imagination ; in which the produfls of the equator and the poles appear to be tumbled 
together in a manner incapable of being explained by any of the kno wnanalogics of 

nature. . , ........ r 

From obfervations fuch as thefe, where in truth every thing is inexplicable, many of 
the modern philofophers, chiefly indeed of the French nation, have become warm ad¬ 
mirers of the old brute atoms of Epicurus, or the myfterious ptaflic principle of the 
Stoics, forming to themfelves fy Items of nature, in which an intelligent caufe feems to 
be of’all others the lealt neceffary; fyItems in which blind deftiny alone is the active 
jpring of life and motion. 

Thus are the fources of religion and morality effectually cut off at one blow, and 
mankind deprived of thofe prefent bleflings, and that moft delightful hope of future 
happinefs, which they fondly imagined to be rightly founded on their natural inftincts, 
and fupported by the faired deductions of reafon. 

It is the bu finds of natural hiftory to colleX, as extenfively as poffible, all the phe¬ 
nomena of nature, to compare fuch of them as bear any reafonable fimilitude, and from 
their general analogies to derive condufions which may benefit our fellow-creatures,either 
as difeoveries ufefnl in common life, or as fpeculative truths fuited to improve and en¬ 
large the underftanding. In this point of view it is a fcience which merits the honour¬ 
able praife of mankind, and is certainly inferior to none in the copious fources of delight 
and improvement which it may afford to a rational mind. 

Surely it is mod unaccountable, that a dudy, which in this character appears fo lovely 
and engaging, fhould neverthelds have been purified upon fuch perverfe principles, 
and with fuch mifguitled views, as to lead to confequences equally falfe in their own na¬ 
ture, and ruinous to the welfare of any fociety where they may become univerfally pre¬ 
valent. 

I have been accidentally led to make a few reflexions on this fubjeX, by the perufal 
of fome foreign writers on natural hiftory, who have unfortunately applied the proofs 
of thofe inexplicable changes which may poflibly have taken place in the earth, and 
indeed all their negative knowledge of nature, for the purpole of difproving the ex¬ 
igence of its admirable author;} as if arguments derived from the depths of human ig¬ 
norance, could, with any reafon, be efteemed capable of overturning fuch pofitive truths 
as the faculties, of mankind are entirely adequate to apprehend 

When men choofe to build their opinions on things which they do not rightly under- 
ftand, rather than oil truths which come clearly within their compre hen lion, it can 
hardly happen that they will not run into very grofs miftakes ; becaufe, as the number 
of errors on any fubjeX is plainly without limits, the chance is little lefs than infinite, 
that luch reafoiiers will fall into the unfathomable abyfs of ialfehood. 
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Such has been the fate of the author of a French work. Stir la Nature, and indeed 
of every follower of that pernicious fchool of modern philofophy, which, rejecting a 1 
confideration of final chafes, and defpifmg thofe fimple and obvious analogies that lead 
to the niolt ufeful and fatisfatory truths, has chofen rather to purfue others, which nei¬ 
ther its difciples, nor the reft of mankind, ai-e in any refpect faked to inveftigate *. 

Perhaps an example may ferve to ronder me more intelligible, and to point out the 
general fallacy of this unhappy fpecies of reafoning. . 

There can be no doubt that the telefcope, with all its prefent improvements, is the 
i-efijlt of a meft happy application of uncommon (kill and ingenuity, contriving and 
combining all the various parts and movements of that curious machine* lor the excel- 

cellent purpofe of affifting vifion. s . 

In proportion as thefe movements were gradually invented ana applied to uie, daring 
a long feries ©f yc^rs; when each fucceffive difeovery was brought to the utmott ex¬ 
tent of its perfection* mankind then obferved that the human eye, in a very fuperior 
manner, enjoyed that particular advantage which they had fought for with fo much 
art and induflry, exhibiting to view a perfect achromatic inftrument oj vifion, adapting 
itfelf with furprifing facility to the difterenl brightnefs of its objects, and to a vaft v r aiicty 

ofdiftances. , . , c 

At the laft, a defect was difeovered in the telefcopes, anfmg from the fphencal figure 
of the glaffes j in confequence of which the focus of thofe rays which fall near the limb 
of the glafs, and of fuch as pais near to its center, do not coincide This defert* 
after various frmdefs attempts to obviate it, has for many years been given up by the 
moft ingenious as irremediable f. But though men have, in this indance, found that 
there are bounds placed to their utmoft {kill and ingenuity, yet have they learned this 
ufeful truth, that there are no difcoverable limits fet to the powers of that admirable 
Caufe which formed the human eye ; this error being there entirely cor reded, in the 
curious conftruction of the cryftalline humour, the principal refracting lens of the organ 
of vifion; which gradually increafing in denfity from the limb toward the middle, does 
by this wonderful variation of its refra&ive power in one refpect, countera£t the errors 
which would have arifen from the other confideration. 

This happy union of different parts and movements, as well in the natural as in the 
artificial machine, each attaining its own particular end, and all together without con- 
fufion or interference, compleating one greater and more excellent effect, this, I fay, 
reafonable men denominate a work of defign ; and as they affirm that the telefcope 
Is an inftrument formed to affift vifion, in confequence of various means duly con- 
netted, by an invifibie caufe : (for it is plain that there is forne moving principle in man* 
which is neither eyes, ears, hands, or head, neither the tout enjemble of all thefe* nor 
in any refpett the objctl of our fades :) fo do they believe that the human eye is an 
inftrument made for the ufe of man, by an exceeding apt combination of intermediate 
caufes, wonderfully and moft unaccountably connected together, by one great, wife, 
and good caufe ; who is neither the eye itfelf nor any part of its mechanifm, nor at all 

* II eft an deflbus ck Dieu d’agir pour une fin.* 1 Vide Dea Cartes Phllofoph. Maupertuis Eflki de 
Cofirsologle* Button Theorie de la Terre, Robinet Sur la Nature, See. 

f The moft probable means difeovered of late years, for correcting thefe fphencal errors, has been offered 
to public by that excellent Britifti artjft Mr. karafdcn, who conceive* them capable of being in great 
meafure removed in the cye-glatles of telefcopes (where they are moll fen Ably felt) bv Tucli an adjuftment 
of the fnftrumenl as that the image formed by the object glafs (hall fall as near as pofiible to the eye-glafs* 
See Philosophical TraafaCt oils of the Royal Society of London, A. X), 1782, 
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the object of our fcnfes, but only vifible to us through the beauty and wifdom of the 
works of creation, in the fame manner as thought and intelligence in man are known 
to us through thole motions and effe&s daily produced before us, which we do always 
fuppofe to refuit, originally, from a principle in lbme fort refembling our own minds. 

From hence, and a rhoufand other fimilar analogies, for apprehending which our fa¬ 
culties are admirably fuited, mankind have reafonably inferred the exigence of one fu- 
perior, intelligent, good Being, who is every where prefent; whom we fee, and feel, 
and hear, every moment of our lives, in the vifible works of nature, as we do in par¬ 
ticular circumftances bear and feel, and fee other beings whom we denominate men* 

To this reafoning, which does not in any refpeS: appear uncandid or delufive, the 
author of the treadle Sur la Nature warmly objects.—What ! the eyes made for vlfion, 
which in many inftances fail and become blind?—The teeth and jaws made to grind 
food, which fo often loofe, and refufe to perform their office ?—The earth formed to 
fupport its inhabitants, while it contains volcanos which may have (ledrayed them by 
fire ? Or an ocean, which has overwhelmed them under its waters? 

Thefe are fome of the Objections of that extraordinary writer, and this the general 
mode of argument, unhappily adopted on the continent by too many of thole who have 
obtained the honourable title of philofophers : afalfe fpecies of realoning, in which the 
pofntve parts of human knowledge are moll ibphiflically fupplanted by what is purely 
negative ; in which a man is required to judge of the truth of what he knows, by thofe 
other parts of nature where he is avowedly ignorant. 

From principles fuch as thefe the Chriftian religion has been haftity rejected ; becaufe 
the population of America, and the accidental qualities of its inhabitants, could not im¬ 
mediately be explained by fpeculative men, who had no other data whereon to mifon 
except the imaginary extent of their own genius, together with an entire ignorance of 
the fituadon of that continent, and the qualities of its inhabitants 

From the fame deceitful fource of reafoning this beautiful world, fo aptly formed, 
fo wifely moved, fo bountifully and yet fo varioufly adapted to maintain its different in¬ 
habitants, that the native of every country from the equator to the poles, finds caufe to 
blefs his fituation, and to boat! of comforts unknown in other climates* This curious 
ftrufture, the delight and wonder of the belt and wifelt men hi every age, has been con¬ 
demned by a few prefiimptuous fophifls, as the work of blind defliny, acting through the 
prefent elements of nature, becaufe there are many of its principles and movements 
of whole ufe they are ignorant; becaufe there appear to be veftiges of the ravages of 
fire, or the inundations of the ocean, which they are not able to explain. 

It is mod certain, that the laws of motion which now exifl, could have produced 
this world in the beginning, neither are they capable of continuing it for ever in its 
prefent (late. 

The interior (Impure of the earth, whereby its various fofiil fubftances, though differ¬ 
ing exceedingly from each other infpecific gravity, though not arranged according to any 
regular law of fituation, do yet confiimte a world felf-baianced, a fphere whofo centre of 

* The proximity of America to the continent of Alia is now perfectly afeertamed by the Britffli navi¬ 
gators. The confident afTertionof modern philosopher^ that its inhabitants were beardkf, is from many 
quarters proved to be falfe 5 and there is every reafon for believing that their copper colour, and other pe¬ 
culiarities, are altogether the c[Fe£Uof the foil and climate, lincC the progeny of the Europeans has b^en found 
to fuller very confiderabk changes in all thefe circuntilaoces, even during the coui fe uf thofe few gener itions 
which have paiTed Gnce their fait eftablifhment there. So that tn thefe faftanceH revealed religion, fo far 
from apprehending danger from the dilcovery of truth, mid the improvement of human knowledge* has only- 
fullered from the ignorance or mifinformatkm of pbiioiopherg. 
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gravity cob ckfes with Its centre of magnitude (without which all its motions muft h ive 
been in an extreme degree irregular), evidently demands a firff caufc, which neither 
a£hs blindly, nor ofneceffity, A blind principle is not wont to labour p defiance of all 
chance; neither do ,mechanical caufes ufually produce their cffe&s in contempt of the 
eftablifhed laws of matter and motion. 

The gradual afeent of our continents from the (bores of the ocean, toward their 
mediterranean parts* fo necefTkry for eolleftirjg the rains of heaven, and giving birth 
and courfe to thofe rivers which beautify and fertilize the earth ; this exterior form, 
without which the vapours of the fea would have afeended to the clouds in vain, plainly 
requires the interference of feme principle fuperior to any of the known ekmvnts of 
nature. Whatever the followers of ii pic urns may think of thefe elements, no reafon- 
able man will believe that the waves of the ocean could have created a country whofe 
foil lies far above the level of its waters * or that the fury of volcanic eruptions could 
have pro.fuccd an effect, fo general, that we are rather led to infertile cafualexiftence of 
former volcanoes in particular places, becaufe of fome apparent univerfal interruption 
to this regularity of form. 

The projectile force by which the earth was in the beginning made to more round 
the centre of light and heat; its diurnal rotation, duly diSufing this light and hear over 
the ftirface; the inclination of its axis to the plane of the ecliptic, whereby the tropical 
climates receive fewer of the fun's rays, while the inhabitant of the polar circle enjoys 
a much larger (hare* : all thefe effefts, far ftirpaffing the prefent powers of nature 
moft aptly combined together, working in concert without interference or diforder for 
the attainment of one great, and good, and excellent end, clearly prove that this world 
has been produced by one powerful, intelligent, and benevolent principle, utterly unlike 
to any mechanical caufe which now does exift, or that can be conceived to exilh 

Mechanical caufes, fuch as we are acquainted with, evidently tend to deftroy the 
prefent form of the world; and thereby afford the ftrongefl proof that it is not bv its 
con ft i tu tion immortal. 

Sir Ifaac Newton has demonflrated, that the perturbing forces which take place in 
the folar fyftem, muft in due time deftroy the planetary motions, unlefs the firft mover 
of all things (hall chufe to interfere, And it is fufficiently evident, that the flow but 
certain operations of heat and cold, together with the continued adion of the air and 
Harms, are capable of breaking and changing the moft firm bodies, even the hardeft 
rocks; while the numerous rivers on the earth’s furface, and the wavefc which wafh 
its {bores, perpetually labour to bear all thefe fubftanccs into the bottom of the ocean 
and thereby to reduce all things to a level iituation. ~ ‘ 3 

Since then the earth yet continues to circulate with regularity round the fun not 
withstanding the perturbing forces of the planets ; fince all the countries on i*s furf -e 
fhll retain their elevated form, in oppofition to thofe boalted mechanical caufes that 
labour mceffantly to deftroy it; fince its impetuous rivers which purfue their courfo 
toward the ocean, have not yet fmoothed thofe abrupt and precipiceou* cataraA over 
which they rulh with foch unbridled fury, it is plain, either that the world/ as' we now 
fee it, is bin of a to duration ; or elfe, that fome raving hand has interfered to retard 
the progress of caufes which m fofficient length of time mull needs producetheir effX 
If we call our eyes over the annals of the world, we (hall find in the hiftorv of ,]/ 
human race a dear and decifive evidence in favour of thofe general truths which o r 
religion teaches, concerning the duration of the earth and its inhabitants. The evidem 

v * Vide Kell's Pliyf. EfLp. 
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marks of novelty in all thofe arts and fciences that are the offspring of experience : the 
wonder and terror with which the earlier philofophers (though in other refpefts well 
informed men) were wont to behold many of thofe natural appearances, which longer 
obfe.ration has {hewn to be neither uncommon nor dangerous: the general defect of 
all hiftories and traditions antecedent to a certain period at which the Jewifli writings 
affirm the world to have been deftroyed by Water : thefe cogent circumftances afford 
the plained proof that the human race has not exifted here for many ages. 

There is not now a nation on the earth, neither has there been one for thefe two 
thoufand years part, whole remote traditions extend, with any degree of probability, 
beyond that memorable period of the univerfal deluge, which is recorded in the facred 
writings ; fo that whatever Monf. Voltaire and others may affert concerning the eter¬ 
nity of the world, its morions, or its inhabitants, they will find but few rational men to 
adopt his wild fyftem of alronomy, or who can be perfuaded to believe that the fun 
ever rofe in the weft, or that the Babylonians made obfervations on that luminary fome 
millions of years ago, when it was atihe north pole *. 

Perhaps you will fay, that fuch language as this is filly and childifii, beneath the name 
of philofophical, and unworthy of any anfwer — yet I can affure you it is the general lan¬ 
guage of that mifcrable fchool of modem philoi'ophy, which fearches for the mo ft un¬ 
known motions in nature, to explain chbfe that are beft known ; which breaks frag¬ 
ments from the fun by chance, and then myfterioufly forms them Into habitable worlds ; 

_which makes the ocean to aft where it is notf;—which quotes the fables of Ovid, 

or the tales of the Egyptians, as its beft authority in natural hiftory J ;—which utterly 
rejefts the delightful and profitable purfuit of final caufes § and holds the raoft pre¬ 
cious moments oflifeto be we'l employed in endeavours to difeover the thoughts and 
amufements of trees and Hones [|. 

If this be wifdom, we, my friend, have reafon to boaft that we are not wife: if thefe 
be the vaunted fruits of freedom of thought, we have good caufe indeed to rejoice that 
we are not free ; that we ftill retain our dependance on a wife and bountiful Providence ; 
and have not yet fallen into that univerfal anarchy of opinion, where each individual 
labours to enthrone and to adore every wild phantom of his own wandering imagination, 
juft as folly or caprice may chance to dir eft his choice. 

* Motif. Voltaire, and after him die Abbe Reynall, believes that the earth has an unknown motion round 
one of its tquatorial diameters, in fuel; fort that its axis performs an entire revolution in the fpace of four 
millions of years. Voltaire's proofs of this motion are founded on an obfervanou of the obliquity of the 
equator and ecliptic, faid to have been made by Pythai, abJut two thoufaud years ago ; on the general ac¬ 
counts to be met with in Ovid’s Melamorphofes of Orange revolutions having formerly taken place on the 
earth’s fitrface; and on a wild fable of the Egyptians, affirming that the fun rofe twice in the well within 
the memory of their nation Nay, this extraordinary philofophcr feems to imagine it not very improbable 
that the poles themfelves may travel over different parts of the earth’s furfacc : and it feems but a flight ob¬ 
jection to this belief, that the oldelt monuments in the world, the pyramids of Egypt, are accurately i!mated 
to face the cardinal points of" he compafs the liability of which cardinal points entirely depends on the con¬ 
tinuance of the poles of the earth in the fame precife fpot of the furfacc. 

f V idc Biiflbu’s Theorie de la Terre. 

J Vide \ oltaire’s Period of four thoufand Years. 

$ Vide Des Cartes, Maupertois, &c. 

jj Vide Kobintt fut la Nature. 
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